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Negro Action Will Change Things

—Not Politicians or Resolutions

At the beginning of this year a group of workers were
talking about New Year’s resolutions. Shortly after the starting
whistle . blew the foreman came around and said our work
schedule is ten hours a day six days a week. One worker said,
“Some people can make some changes in their lives in 63 but
the working people and the Negroes can make all the resolutions
they want to, but nothing changes with their lives. We all heard
the foreman say that the work schedule is the same as last year.
_ The speed of-the line is the same too. Sure it is 1963 but nothing
for us has changed and nothing will change, not by resolution
at any rate.” :

KKK‘ DOESN’T CHANGE EITHER :

The attitudes of the KKK and White Citizens Councils down
South have not changed either. Only a few weeks before the
new year there was a bombing of a Negro church in Birmingham,
Ala., wrecking not only the church but many Negroes’ homes
for blocks around. When they massed in the streets in protest
they were arrested. Several days later the largest Negro church
in Montgomery, Ala., was set afire and burned. It had been
reported in the daily papers that integration meetings had been
held in both churches. )

President  Kennedy yelled- loud. after the two Negro
churches were burned down and said the offenders must be
caught and punished.

The Chief of police in one town said that no white had set
the fire. They were white and when they were apprehended their
punishment was minor. Kennedy did not speak again on the
bombing and burning of these churches.

* * *

THERE IS A SUIT filed in Federal court in Washington,
D.C, against Attorney  General Robert F. Kennedy and FBI
" Director J. Edgar Hoover by eight people from Mississippi. They
- asked the ‘courts to order Kennedy and Hoover to use federal
agents against local authorities who illegallyfrustrate the exer-
- cise of civil rights. They also urge the courts to direct the Justice
Department to arrest and prosecute hundreds of Mississippi offi-
cials and private white citizens who have intimidated or assaulted
Negro citizens. .

‘When I read of this and the deal between Robert Kennedy
- and Ross Barnett, Governor of Mississippi, to get Meredith into
the University, one can only say no wonder nothing has changed.

THE NEGRO PEOPLE WILL CHANGE 1963

The only changes that have been made and WILL be made

TheNewFranco-GermanAxis

in 1963 are what the Negro people do for themselves. The world
can see that they are doing plenty.

It is the Negro people that are making the. changes and not
the Republicans in Congress nor the Democratic Administration
who look to appoint a few leading Negroes to some federal post,
hoping that this will serve as a pacifier in the mouths of the
millions who are struggling and fighting to achieve full human
rights. ‘ '

Maybe nothing has changed in the whites either down
South or in Washington, D.C. but the Negro people in the South
have shown their courage and determination to get full freedom
" now,

* * *

SOME CHANGES MADE

Up North there has been some talk of making some changes
in school books that stereotype the Negro in America. However,
one of the new books is for the use in the study of Communism.
The officials state that the students will be able to make a
comparison between Communism and other forms of govern-
ment,; that is totalitarianism . vs. this type of government which
is supposed to be a democrary. It is like saying to the students
a rattle snake is dangerous and if it strikes it will kill you
but there is another non-poisonous snake that will not strike but
if it does it will not harm you. Now see which you prefer.

A TRUE HISTORY

The Negro people know this democracy for what it is. If
students want a history both of America and of Communism they
“should use as their text the Supplement American Civilization
-on Trial which appeared in the January and February issues of
News & Letters. There they will find the democracy of the
Southern whites; the roots of racism; the betrayals of the
American Communist.

ON THE INSIDE
| Labor qut Clean lts Own House — P. 3
" War and Peace — P. 7

Appeals for Negro and Miner Aid
See '~?READER$ VIEWS" — P. 5

As U.S. Moves to Recession

" Workers Battle Automation

Unemployment last year caused more idleness and more lost production in the
nation than all of the strikes in the past 35 years, reports the Labor Department,
In the face of the 5 million now unemployed comes the news that with the combined
explosion in population and the increasing unemployment that the spread of Auto-
mation will bring, at least 16.1 million new jobs will have to be created in the next -
five years—just to keep from going over the present 5 million unemployed mark. The
simple fact is that capitalism cannot provide enough jobs for the people in this

country.

A constant depression faces not only those without jobs today, but many others
who will be seeking jobs in the future. In a weak attempt to provide something for

proposed a new type CCC,

the youth of the nation who cannot get jobs, Kennedy has

THE NEW AXIS

Two Worlds

' 'be here.”

By Raya Dunayevskaya, Author of
MARXISM' AND FREEDOM
The pathetic part of the American press’s criticisms of De
Gaulle is the control it exercises over itself. De Gaulle the
invincible is, after all, a creature it invented when, in the post-

‘war years, it transformed the junior general whom Roosevelt

had spurned during World War II, into the hero who “had saved
France from Communism” in 1944-45 and from “chaos” in 1958.
Of necessity, therefore, the underlying motif even of the strongest
criticism is: “Keep cool with Kennedy.” As for Kennedy, he is
“keeping cool” by privately searching for ways to undermine
De Gaulle, and publicly saying that De Gaulle couldn’t possibly
mean what he loudly says he means since his defiance is, in fact,
based on “reliance on U.S. nuclear power to deter Russia.” Al-
legedly, it is because De Gaulle ‘“‘takes United States power for
granted” .that he allows himself the glory stance.

DE GAULLE’S IMPERIAL PRONUNCIAMENTO
A few hours prior to President Kennedy’s appearance before
a joint session of Congress, where he was to deliver the State of

the Union address, integral to which was his concept of the

“Atlantic Community,” De Gaulle summoned a press conference,
It was Jan. 14, the eve of the signing of a Franco-German Treaty
that would “guarantee” mutual consultations on everything from
language courses in elementary schools to military defense.

The press conference that was so meticulously timed to pre-
cede both Kennedy’s appearance before Congress and Adenauer’s
appearance in Paris heard the cultured Fuehrer—the face was as
cynical as that of Hitler, but his French was- impeccable (1)—
present himself as an alternate, a superior, leader of Western
Civilization. Not only had De Gaulle unilaterally excluded Britain
from the Common Market, but from Europe itself. These imperial
actions were, in turn, subordinated to what was of world impor-
tance: De Gaulle’s Europe, not Kennedy’s “Atlantic Community,”
was to become the centre of the universe.

De Gaulle allowed that Britain may earn membership in
Europe “in 50 years,” provided that she-has, in the meantime,
broken from her “dependence” on the U.S. and recognized the
“primacy” of France. By then, said the man who condéscended
to admit that he is not immortal,-*I will without doubt no longer

(Continued on Page 5)

(1) This is the man who, at the end of the war, demanded the
“internationalization” of the Ruhr and the Rhineland!

On Monday, Feb. 4, 20,,000
jobless persons jammed the
Civil Service applications office
in Detroit seeking 60 jobs. The
applicants ranged from ‘ new
high school graduates who can’t
get into industry because Auto-
mation has no need for them,
to workers with 20 years senior-
ity who have been displaced by
Automation.

In the spreading wave of
strikes sweeping across the
country in the last six months
all, ‘without exception, have re-
volved around Automation and
the two overriding issues that
have -resulted from it: rising
unemployment and -worsening
conditions of labor.

STRIKES EVERYWHERE

In both New York City and
Cleveland, the daily -newspa-
pers have been struck by print-
ers since the beginning of De-
cember. The key issue is job
security — a security endangered
by the automated typesetting
machines already far beyond the
“experimental” stage and in use
by the Los Angeles Times and
the Palm Beach Post-Times.

In the recent East and Gulf
Coast longshoremen’s strike,
lasting 33 days and involving
62,000 dock workers, automated
dock loading and unloading
equipment and reduction' of
shipboard crews were . the cen-
tral points, with the latter issue
still not settled.

In the eastern part of Ken-
tucky miners have been on
strike - for seven months (see
“New Beginnings,” page 6). Un-
employment, starvation, and in-
human working conditions for
those still working are the
spectres haunting every coal re-
gion since the juggernaut of the
continuous miner first swept
through the coal fields in 1949-
1950. :

Since that time coal miners
have been in a constant de-
pression. The work force has
been slashed from 450,000 in

1950 to about 150,000 foday.
Nowhere is the result more
fragic than in Eastern XKen-
tucky where miners are forced
to work for a take-home pay
of $16 for a seven-day week;
families - are without food,
shelter or clothing; diseases of
malnutritfion and illness from
weakened physical conditions
run rampant through commun-
ities; children are foreed to
stay home from schools for
lack of clothing. This is in
1963, in the wealthiest country
in the world.

In transportation, strikes have
flared in cities, such as "the
recent one -in Philadelphia, as
well as on the railroads. It is
the same in auto and steel.
Strikes constantly erupt over

_conditions of work and unem-

ployment brought about by ever-

expanding Automation. During

the last auto contract negotia--
(Continued on Page 8)
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EN. BRITAIN
American Work

Ways Unwanted

Attempts to introduece Ameri-
can working methods are threat-

ening . the  Giant Esso petrol

firm, The firm’s plant at Faw-.
ley, Hampshire, is regarded as
one of Britain's best models
of employer-worker relations.

But- now union leaders -say
the situation there is building
up to a strike. And it has pro-
‘duced the crazy position of men
asking for a 20s rise, being of-
fered 30s, and: refusing it.

In exchange for the 30s, Esso
wants its 600 craftsmen (o stop
their practice of refusing to de
Jobs outside their {rade. The
idea: To limit the labour force
and speed up the work.

MASS MEETINGS
Angry mass meetings are be-

ing held in the big plant. Wage|

talks  have reached deadlock.
The firm is digging its toes in.
It admits that its American
owners have .influenced -it, but
says the new working proposals,
econtained in a “Yellow Book,”
are ‘sensible and that they will
not be dropped. :

.A union official said yester-
day: “These proposals cut right
across . British. . union traditions.
We want to find eur members
work, not help cut the number
of - jobs.

<Y knew American unions win
spectacular wages by these
nethods, but they alse have
spectacular unemployment, Brit-
ish unions would never agree
to get a lot of meney for some
men at the expense of others.”
(From the Daily Mail, Dec. 12,

1962 London, England) :

{Mine Explosion Hearings

Reveal Co. Ignored Safety

West Virginia — A grow-
ing disregard ‘by ‘manage-
ment for safety practices
came through loud and

clear from the testimony

given in hearings held to
seek the causes for the Ro-

.bena mine explosion that

blasted the lives of 37 min-
ers last Dec. 6.

These findings, as could be
expected, received only a
limited local = publicity. This
stands in sharp contrast to the
publicity  given the explosion
and events of the next few days
as rescue efforts were made to
reach the miners.

THERE FOR EXPLOSION

The news wires hummed
carrying the news of the ex-
plosion ‘throughout the country.
Scores of newspapers, TV and
radio networks assigned re-
porters -to cover the disaster.
They maintained a -constant
vigid, along with the wives,
families and friends. of the
missing miners, reporting the
progress made with a vain hope
ithat the miners might be found
trapped, but alive. On the fifth
day, Jan. 10, the last of the
mutilated bodies was recovered.

The battery of reporters
noted that investigations into
the causes of the explosion
would be forthcoming, folded
up their equipment, and wrote
finish to an assignment,

For the Robena miners,
however, the story did not
end, jast as it never will for
the 88 dependents — wives
-and echildren of the dead

'l'he Worlung_ Day

By Angela Terrano

On ‘Training’ the Young in Russia

This  is  the continuation of
the article “Maternal Care and
Production,” which is a review
of a report of Maternal and

_Child Care .in Russia. It is a
Report of the Medical Exchange
Mission to the USSR, by  a
group of -six American scien-
tists - who  visited - Russia in

October '1960. The report can|
be: obtained from the U. S.

Government Printing Office,
Washington 25, D.C.
* kK

The Commission visited a
kindergarten of the Lenin Arse-
nal Plant at Kiev and a Creche
(nursery) for Rayon (Rural
Community’: - Perchersky-Podul-
sky . District also at Kiev. Both
were visited on October 31,
1961.

- There is much to be said and
discussed . about - factory and
farm nurseries and kindergar-
tens that set-up and controlled
by the State: I would  like to
take this up-in future articles,
but for the present I want to

just give the general impres-

sion of - the places themselves
and of the children,

THE TRAINING PROGRAM

What is apparent in the re-
port is* the strict routines, the
neatness and orderliness which
both- weére run; “Even the
seissors on. shelves were ar-
ranged in a geometric pattern.”
What the aim is of this train-
ing should be a discussion in
itself:

- “The - training program, re-
ceived frem central authority,
recognizes that every 3 year old
child is by instinct an  indi-
vidualist who says ‘this is mine.
It is the task of the kindergar-
ugn -gradually to remove this
cpncept and plant firmly in his

“This

conscious and - subconscious
mind the concept of the collec-
tivist society . . . If a child is
troublesome and continues an
individualist, a great deal of
time and attention is devoted to
him. Should a child continue to
deviate, they suspect he may
have some physical defect. . . .
After a successful 4 years of
kindergarten mdoctrmatlon the
conditioned child will now say
is ours!”

There is a great deal of re-
search going on with condition
reflex in the new born even
with the fetus. The Russians say
the best time for beginning this
program is about one year of
age. The aim of this is to pro-
duce ‘“better brains.” However,
to me it forteils the advent of
earlier and earlier brainwash-
ing.

In viewing the children in the
Creche the “delegation was con-
cerned as none of us got the
feeling of happiness and well-
being one usually encounters in
the midst of a group of children
of this age (15 months to 3
years). In all fairness the older

i children were in bed and they

might well have livened things
up . ..” .

One last quote that I am sure
would make that great revo-
lutionist, Lenin, tuin over in his
grave. Again at the Creche: “In
a large playroom, there was an
interesting collection of little
dolls sitting on tiny chairs. The
chairs had the white cloth slip-
covers the delegation had come
to . associate with hospital and
clinic furniture. The dolls and
chairs were again arranged in
precise order and hanging over
these playthings was a large
portrait of Lenin as a ‘baby.”

Have you contributed to help publish

- American Civilization on Trial?

miners—left to mourn be-
cause of the meglect of ele-

mentary safety practices by |

the company. This has not
been so well covered by the
news.

In testimony given at the
hearings, it was revealed that
the maintenance foreman failed
to - follow safety instructions
called for in turning power on
in an area affected by a fan
failure. '

Robena is a gassy mine, that
is, deadly methane gas which
naturally exists in the coal
seam is given off as the miners
cut into it. The ventilating
system is designed to provide
fresh air, but equally impor-
tant, to drive off the gas before
an explosive mixture can  ac-

cumulate. Once such a mixture’
' exists, a simple spark can set

the explosion off.

SAFETY PROCEDURE

Electrical warning systems
are installed on each fan, so
that if one stops for any reason,
this knowledge is instantly re-
layed to an observer. Once the
fan stops, power must be cut
off immediately from the
affected . area. The observer
then must call the foreman
involved -and inform him of
the fan stoppage. The foreman
in turn must get all of his men
away from the work area, and
make sure that all electricity
is disconnected from the main
power lines to the machines.

This preceduce apparently
was not followed in the
Robena situation, and may
very .well have caused the
explosion,

WORK PILED ON MEN
IN WRONG PLACE

In addition, the lampman on
the outside of the mine ,whose
job included listening for a
warning horn when a fan broke
down, was cleaning the bath-
house when the fan -stopped.
The company, always eager to
cut down of the number  of
men it employs, had added the
job of cleaning the bathhouse
to the usual duties of the lamp-
man to save a few bucks. And
he wasn’t where he should have
been in order to hear that
warning.

On top of this, in other vital
life - and - death locations
throughout the mine, there
was the same kind of situa-
tion. One man was doing the
job of two or more men,
which meant that in an emer-
gency any one of them could
be someplace other than
where he should be to handle
a serious situation.

_In further testimony, a miner
said he had found gas in the
mine just the day before the
explosion, had reported it to
the assistant foreman who also
found the gas, and the ventila-
tion was changed to drive off
the gas. In the foreman’s record
book, no report was made of the
gas. Under questioning, the
foreman admitted that the com-
pany paid bonuses to foremen
based on production and cost
savings.

Just over two meonths be-
fore the Dec. 6 explosion,
another gas explosion at the
Robena mine had killed two
miners and burned two
others so badly that they will
never be able to work again.

MEN DEFY WORK CALL
After state and federal in-
spectors had declared the mine
safe, the company posted back
to work orders. The miners re-

fused for weeks, making sure

that there would be no repeat
performance. It wasn’'t the
company ' netice's that decided
when the miners returned to
work. The men had a meeting
and voted on it,

ON THE LINE

Human Elenient Challenges‘
Unit Production Practice

Detroit, Mich.—The new classroom supervisors with
their slide rules and unit production are.taking over
at Chrysler Highland Park Plant.

The old rule of “a fair day’s work for a fair days
pay” has been kept alive for many years gone by. It was
trotted out in times of contract negotiations and on the

production line in the course
of a day’s work. While there Was
always a difference between the

workers and the company onj

what “a fair day’s work” meant,
it was used by -the men against
attempts to be speeded up, and
used by the company to try to
enforce speed-up.

This day measure could be
used when the workers showed
they had a veice in and were
at the center of production,
but that era has passed. With
each contract Reuther nege-
tiated, he gave away the con-
trol the workers had in ex-
change for nickel and dime
raises.

When all control. went over
tc the companies, they .made
changes with a vengeance. Now
there is the automated machine,
the slide rule, the time-study
clock, the industrial engineer,
class room supervisor and time
study man — all serving unit
production.

FRACTIONS OF SECONDS.

There used to be a time when'

production - meant so many
pieces an hour, or day. Gone is
the hour or day—all is mow
chopped up into second and
fractions of a second, for aute-
mated machines kick out pro-
‘duction units with this speed.
But hand in hand with Auto-

mation goes the fragmentation’

of the worker. His labor, as if
if were something apart from
him as a human being, is also
divided into seconds and frae-
tions of a second to force him
to act with the inhuman speed
demanded by the automated
machines.

This is unit productien,
governed by the time clock;
unit production in turn, with
a slide rule, gives the fizure
for unit cost. And the handy-
dandy slide-rule then comes

up with the most important
company figure—the amount
of profit per unit produced.
All" of this is ‘the way the
company -would like to see it
happen—workers and machines
working as one each split sec-
ond, to make them ever greater.
profits, But it doesn’t happen
that way all the time at all.
CAN'T 'MEASURE HUMANS
The other day a worker who
seemed about to explode came
up to me: i
“Do you know what just hap-:
pened to me,” he almeost yelled,
“I was at ‘'my machine working,
and I see this new time-study
man behind me out of the.cor-
nel of my eye. I just keep on
working, and pretty soon  he
comes up te me. He's got this
time clock and slide rule in his
hands, and he says according
to his figures that I have to
get out mere production. I al-
most flipped. I told him that
he might look at his wateh and
slide rule and tell me some-
thing about that machine, but
he sure wasn’t going to tell me
anything about myself. I told
him that if he thought thai ma-
chine ran by eleciricity that he
was mistaken as he could be.
Ii runs off my nervous system
and my labor, and the company
just doesn’t have -any gadgét
to measure anything human. I
told him I didn’t want to see
him until- he came” back with
something that could‘measm‘e

‘me,”

This happens -all :the time.
Every day. The company ean
reduce machines to fractions;
they can’t do the same to men.
The company has changed a lot
of things, but there -are plenty
of changes also going on in the
workers. They’re not- just talk-
ing anymore, they’re actmg, too.

Way of the

By Ethel Dunbar

World l

After 100 Years—No Place to Go

One hundred years after the
Emancipation Proclamation the
Negro is yet to find a place
where he can have the kind' of
freedom he wants.

After such a long time you
may find that there are half a

dozen Negroes in the whole|

United States who are on the
leading staff, and they have to
be Uncle Tom to be there. A
lot of whites think that Negroes
have been given enough to
please them, since they have
been given these few Negroes in
leading positions. But that is
not nearly enough to please the
Negro people. Not when there
are 20 million Negroes in these
United States and many of
them can’t even vote yet.

Our old parents used to pray
to the good Lord to come down

{and do something about the

white peole who were beating
and killing the Negro race for
nothing. The black race has al-
ways been looked down opon as
dogs and animals. All natiomal-
ities have used us as a footmat.
It is only because the white man
has got them to think about us
like that, but he doesn’t think
we know that.

The white man will run his
own time out by trying to
change everything in such a
way that the rich man can have
all the preofit and get all ithe

it
)

work done without even paying
to have it done. The rich man
got smart and had Automation
do away with manpower, but
who will keep money rotating
around  so everyone - can - live
happily in the United States.
So many wealthy people
have gotten to be so greedy,
trying te get everything fer
themselves, that they have’
almeost caused a depression to
come back to the U.S. And
the government is trying to
soak up all the little money -
that is Ieft with the poor pee-
ple to try to keep up all these
people without jobs.

The Emancipation  Proclama-
tion was not written and signed
by Lincoln in order for us to
go backward out of the world,
trying to take over these other
countries and get their wealth
to. make this a better United
States for the rich man.

‘Why don’t they do unto others
as they would have others do
unto them? Why do they leave
these other countries with noth-
ing? When these other countries
go. so. low they may make up
their minds to go to Russia.
The way the leaders of this
country are trying to keep the
American working people poor,
and keep the rich man with all
the wealth, will eause the United
States to be -destroyed by its
own: people.
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 Then and N ow
Wage Battle |
‘Hit by Veto

, By the. Om-Timer
“Though' the ‘post office as’

a department of the United

States government enjoyed
no-strike’ clauses in its
agreement with organized
labor, 'the 100 per cent
union shop, with an empha-
sis. on . diplomacy rather
than the. picket line, con-
ducted campaigns for. bet-
ter wages and working con-
ditions and locally achieved
more liberal interpretations
of the agreement which
were at the root of certain
grievances.

The - campaigns were or-
ganized on a nation-wide basis,
as much as possible a united
front of .the. postal clerks, -eity

»and_ rural carriers and railway

mail clerks.

SEEK WAGE RAISE

" Our aim was to influence the
‘public in the direction of help-
ing us get better working con-
ditions and higher wages. Local
228 issued a statement admit-
ting and explaining shortcom-
ings in the postal service, stat-
ing that a raise .in wages was

. all that was necessary to cor-

rect the situation, and pleading
with whoever received the state-
ment to communicate with cer-
tain Congressmen and the Presi-
dent to that effect.

Local 229 of the National
Federation of Post Office
Clerks was blessed with two
very lovely women clerks,
Miss  Vera Haines and Miss
Brinkhouse, who took eare
of the sale of stamps. They
gave a copy of this statement
to each customer, and their
pleasant personalities did
much to. create goodwill be-
tween the pubhc and the
clerks.

On a national scale -the local
elected two lobbyists, Joe How-
ard and Pete Hodgins. Their
tactics were to contact Senators
and Congressmen on the Post
Office Committee to line them
up on our -behalf, Joe func-
tioned as -the optimist and Pete
as the pessimist—Joe being ap-
preciative of every little thing
that was said or doune in favor
of the Postal employees, while
Pete, on the- other hand, in-
variably complained that  our
interests were being neglected.

MORE THAN DIPLOMACY
~Of course the clerks them-
selves did not leave absolutely
everything to diplomacy. For
example, it- had been a habit
to take the Wall Street Journal
as soon as it arrived in the
post -office and separate it
ahead of the first class mail.
This practice was immediately
discontinued, and Wall Street
Journal did well to receive the
same services as the other pap-
ers. By - mistake local letters
sometimes got mixed up with
outgoing dispatches.

"The first campaign I was
in was under the Coolidge
Administration, and the postal
-employees lost out. The con-
servatism not only of Cool-
idge, but also of Senator
Phipps, Colorade’s wealthiest
citizen, had a lot to do with
that.

In ecampaigns such as these,,
the politicians practiced a spe-
cial brand of duplicity in re-
plying to our lobbying and eard
writing.: Their answers built up
false. -hopes. and anticipations
on the part of the employees,
which made the losing of the
first -campaign the more dis-
appointing - when Coolidge ve-
toed: the bill. Needless to say,
the .clerks were in sore need
of the boost in pay.

- At’Local 212

All workers are in-
vited to write for

‘this continuing
series of articles.

20 years ago

To \M‘emi(m Discrimination

. [ 2 .

Is Considered

Detroit, Mich.—Discrimi-
nation is a dead-letter word
in my local  union today.
Not that Negroes do not
continue to face it, but be-
cause Reuther has been able
to channelize- most union
activities along certain
lines, such as the broad eco-
nomic - schemes of profit
sharing, fringe benefits and
a few-penny raises.

A member of Loecal 212 said,
“I have not heard the name of

FEPC: Committee

'\ With No Power

Detroit, Mich., — This
writer, being an auto work-
er in the UAWCIO, will
point out some of the unfair
practices and discrimina-
tion that exist in the plant
where I work, and the auto
industry in general.

After being employed in the
shop for a number of months,
1 made application to attend
the engineering school. During
this period there was a restless-
ness among Negro workers con-
cerning upgrading to “higher
classifications in the shop,
apprenticeships and skilled
trades. This is why 1 was at‘
tending the engineering school.

After three semesters 1
was shocked and disillusioned
by being told by my instrue-
ter that the corporation was
not obligated to give me em-
ployment in my chesen trade.
This case ef discrimination
gave rise to the question of
discrimination which existed
during World War II.

MOP BRIGADE ENDS

Industry and the union were
under pressure from the gov-
ernment to use all mianpower.
This put an end to the mop bri-
gade. Through strikes and self-
activity, - the Negro - worker
brought the abolition of the
mop and broom.

During perioeds of unem-
ployment—and there have
been many since World War
II—the burning question has
been why the Negro worker
is the last hired—and the
first fired in the lay-offs.

This layed the basis for the
Fair 'Employment - Practices
Committees (FEPC). These

committees were appointed by
presidents of local "unions to
eliminate discrimination at the
hiring gate. The fallacy of this
approach is that the company
controls its hiring policy, and
not the Union. or. the FEPC.
This approach had little or no
success, so they expanded the
committees to work inside the
shops
FEPC A JOKE

Among all the orgamzatlons
which have been formed, to-
gether with the committees
which are part of them, the
FEPC Committees in the UAW
are the greatest joke.

This writer says: You show
me an organization with an
FEPC Committee and I'll
show you an erganization

. with a committee that has no
power,

There must be a solution

some place— a solution which
will start to reduce discrimina-
tion and unfair practices. But
at the time this is being writ-
ten, discrimination is as great
as—if not greater than—lt was

Worst Crime

the Fair Employment Practices
Committee (FEPC) mentioned
in this local for several years.
If it still exists, there is never
any mention of its activities.
We still have lily-white depart-
ments.

“I am not saying,” he contin-
ued, “that when we did have a
funetioning FEPC that it solved
or tackled the problems of dis-
crimination, because it was

‘always controled by the Reu-

ther supporters.”
VERY LITTLE OR NOTHING

Every worker agreed that it
meant nothing or very little to
them—but at least you -had
somewhere that you could reg-
ister a complaint.

Reuther can yell loud and
long to the public and the
world against discrimination,

but he eannot clean his own
union eof diserimination. Te-
day it is practically a crime
when a Negro worker men-
tions the word discrimina.ion
in Loecal 212,

In this local, for the past 10
years they had one Negro as an
officer, -administrative assis-
tant - or recording secretary.
But in the last election, even
this: was taken away from the

Negroes.  For the first time in
the history of that local union,
a white worker ran indepen-
dent and defeated a Negro
Reutherite, who had held office

for years; he defeated .a well-"

organized union political ma-
chine and caucus of 50 or more
Reuther supporters who were
supposed to be supporting this
Negro who was on their slate.

There isn’t one Negro who
didn’t know fully what hap-
pened. )
INTERNATIONAL THE SAME

Several years ago, a few
Negroes from Local 212, along
with several whites, were: put
on the Internatienal union
payroll., When Automation
forced drastic lay-offs of thou-
sands  of workers, Reuther
stated he had to cut his staff,
Not one of the whites was cut
off, but the Negroes were, and
came back into the shop.

Since that time several
more whites have been added
to - the International payrotl
from this local uwnion — but
‘the Negroes who were laid
off by Reuther are still inthe
shop. For. 'a worker to call
this. discrimination is consid-
ered a crime,

At a department meeting
recently, a Negro worker men-
tioned discrimination regarding
some skilled workers bumping
into the production workers
department. As soon as  the
Negro mentioned the word dis-
crimination, the boos and aahhs
from the union leaders were so
loud they frightened the Negro
worker and he- rushed off from
the speaker’s platform yelling:
“What did I say wrong? What
have I done?”

This is the way discrimina-
tion is fought now, by fight-
ing and frightening a Negre
when he mentions it.
DISCRIMINATION MUST GO

Discrimination is something
the union must rid itself of. The
FEPC was set up for this pur-
pose; today it is called the Fair
Practices Department, meaning
that it is not only for the pur-
pose of fighting on a local level,
but outside the union as well.
But as one worker put it, “If it
does no more outside than it
does inside, it should cease

{ being.”

I.abor Musi Clenn Its Own Ilouse
*

*
Edlforml

There is not a union shop anywhere either South er- Notth
that eannot tell a tale of discrimination. The articles on pages’,
two and three bear witness. to this.

“This is a tale that has become all teo familiar in every '*
industry and union from aute io steel to the garment indus-
try. From Reuther’s United Auto Workers to Dubinsky’s
International Ladies Garment Werkers to McDonald's United
Steel Workers.

"Because this has been so, someone like Herbert Hill,- NAACP-

* .

- Labor Secretary, could capture the imagination of a good part.

of the rank and file Negro workers when he charged the ILGWU
with discriminatory practices.

Generally speaking when one rums to a Congress with a
labor record that is now superseded in its anti-labor mentality
only by its strike-breaking, labor-strangling laws; the rank and
file would turn their backs on him. This time, Hill actually had
the ear of a good many at the last convention of the Negro
American Labor Council (NALC), Only the intervention -of A.
Phillip Randeolph who took full adyantage of the Congress’ anti-
labor reeord te drewn the valid eriticisms of Hill did the NALC
not go on record in support of Herbert Hill.

TRADE UNION LEADERS would be blinding only ‘them-
selves. if they fail to see that there is a job, a big job te do.
Which must be done at once—or Congress will make full use
of the situation to pass more anti-labor legislation.

The ClO Knew How When It Wanted To

At its birth the CIO had daring to match its aim of
organizing the unorganized, of speaking with the voice of the
most oppressed, of challenging the big corporations and unfurl-
ing -a ‘banner of solidarity with the Negro workers. Take for
example its pamphlet The CIO and the Negro Worker written
in 1941, They wrote: “The new organization, the CIO, determined
to keep out every form of discrimination that had held the labor
movement back before. It had to keep out racial discrimination
as it had to keep out craft diserimination .. . . Negro members
have equal voice ‘in the UAW-CIO with all members. In all these
unions, Negro members can and do take official positions; are
elected te places of leadership by their fellow members . . . In
every case the CIO makes sure that Negro workers receive the
same benefits . Negro workers, join the CIO union in yeur
industry. The CIO welcomes you. ”

Since then, aggravated by the merger with the AFL, it has
very nearly buried its own principles. Indeed, in order to gain
the support.of the skilled trades the former left-winger Walter
Reuther has very early forgotten -all production workers.
The Negro workers will not let him forget that they exist.

Reuther would be hard put to change the shameful faet
that’ to this ‘day, 28 years® after ‘the formation of the C10,
the Negro worker remains the last to be hired and the first

(Centinued on Page 4)
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Editorial

"LABOR MUST CLEAN
ITS OWN HOUSE -

(Continued from Page 3)

to be fired. Walter Reuther, as a union man, should learn a

few other facts: that unemployment among Negro workers

is four -times higher than white workers. That the €10 was

supposedly built on the principles of seniority and upgrading

regardless of race. Reuther as a union man should know that

caucuses fighting discrimination do exist within the unions.

If he refuses to listen the CIO will suffer the fate of craft

unionism and be only a part of the past.

Only if labor cleans its own house with rank and file workers

in control at every step along the way will Herbert Hill’s charges
become mvahd

What Aboui“ the NALC? _

On May 22, 1960 the NALC was organized to combat
discrimination. We hope it was precisely these conditions and
not George Meany’s questioning of A. Phillip Randolph’s creden-
tials “of representing Negro workersihat brought about the
NALC.

SINCE ITS FORMATION however, very httle has been done
and this is saying too much. In some instances local chapters
have spear-headed drives such as getting Negro apprenticeships

in skilled trades but on the whole it has been limited either to

getting a few posts, or subordinating the struggle inside the
unions- and shops to election campaigns.

: The ClO's 'Operation Dixie' .

Neither .the NALC in its two years’ existence nor the
NAACP’s Labor Committee have done anything to help or rather
compel “Operation Dixie” to get started instead of remaining
the still-birth it has been since it was announced in 1946 to
orgamze the unorganized South.

To break up the Bourbon South and orgamze the unorganized
South is not a job for the weak-kneed and timid of imagination.
It requires the guts, the imagination, the principles of the early
CIO-—the -same ‘CIO that cheered when their “Mine Workers
struck a great blow for the Negro people when they abolished
the differential pay scale between North and South.”

It requires the guts, imagination and the principles.of the
strikes that ‘broke out in the textile industries in 1929 and 1930

.and swept across Tennessee and:North Carolina.

It requires the heart-breaking tears of the Gastonia, North
Carolina textile workers who in 1929 struck against all odds—
and by all odds is meant the bosses, the sheriff, the National

Guard, the Governor, the Courts, the Clergymen, a part of the|

press; the state—in an attempt to gain union recognition.
Instead the Reuthers, Dubinskys, McDonalds remain quiet
while: Herbert Hill chooses to go- “through” Congress; and in

 his anxiety, not to help the Negro workers, but to gain attention,
‘he' made 'a number of errors that. labor bureaucrats- were fast

to 'seize upon and act as if he now has no case.

Conirol Must Be in the. Hands
‘Of the Rank and File Workers

Again Reuther- would be hard put to convince Negro workers
that they have a voice in the leadership of the CIO. He recently
had to create a post so that he would have at least ome Negro
colleague -on his Executive Board, He purposefully -created .the
post of member-at-large. A post- without equal status. of: other
board. vice-presidents; a post that. ean be eliminated tomorrow
and a post that as one Negro worker put it “is nothmg but a
convenience :for Reuther.”

REUTHER. OF COURSE is not the only trade union leader
whose organization has a long road to travel before it can
convince its rank and file workers and especially so the Negro
workers that it is a' union' that takes seriously its principles of
labor 'solidarity and no discrimination, McDonald and. the USW,
Dubinsky and the ILGWU and a:score of others have the same
road to go.-

One thing should be said in Herbert Hill’s favor, he has at
least made a front page issue of what heretofore only the

- workers themselves knew. The leadership must now do something

more than merely attack Hill.. They must clean their house, This
doesn’t mean that Hill has focused on the most flagrant violators
such as the plumbers, electricians, steam fitters, insulation
workers to name only a few, nor does it excuse Hill’s anti-labor
attitude .in asking for de-certification of a wunion,

Neither Hill nor the union leaders are really serious. If
they were they would begin with the only way the house can be
cleaned and that.is to have rank and file committees at every
local and national level, )

. As-a very bare minimum a Negro worker said, “One
way to begin is:to: 1. Make local FEPC’s into funded com-
mittees, with representation on. the bargaining committee,

- instead of the step-children they are. 2. Do away immediately
with the lily-white departments. 3. Every case of upgrading
- must be taken up and become an important functlon of the
local. 4. Every complaint. of inequality in apprenticeships
must be examined. 5. Each and every point must be in the
‘hands of the rank and file.” . -

These .are just.a begmmng The- tlme is late If zem hour
is 12 00 the tlme now is 11:55,

—Charles Denby
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It is hard to make funda-

because American Civiliza-
tion on Trial is really “Marx-
ism and Freedom for the
American Scene.” To write
a fundamental history of the
United States in 12 pages
that portrays what is basic
in human development is
nothing short of phenomenal.

But it leaves me in tur-
moil, because of my desire
to apply it, to build around

so great.

The . treacherous role of
the Communists at each
turning point is crystal clear.
I talked to a Negro woman,

mentality, when the Bulgar-
ian incident with the African
students occurred and asked
her what she thought. They
are white, aren’t they?” she
said; and it made no differ-
ence to her that she still is
partial to the Iron Curfain
countries.

Intellectual

Los Angeles

LN T

Do. accept this modest
contribution (£3) to make
it possible for you to issue
the last two. Supplements as
a pamphlet. ' I cannot tell
you all it has meant to me.

American ‘- Marxists have

‘sighted ‘on the question of

" the Negro’s role: as the touch-
stone ‘of American civiliz-
ation. Their writings, wheth-
er mere broadsides or. full
books, managed at all times
to make the Negro into some-
thing apart from -the labor
struggles or the Marxist dis-
putes; or jumping to the
other extreme, to make: it
seem as if it weren’t a spe-
cial question at all.

To have the Negro dealt
with -comprehensively as an
integral part of the very con-
tradictory development  of
American civilization is a
great contribution to the
“American question” and I
believe :it will help us in
Great Britain and among the
newly developed Afmcan na-
tions, as well.. e

Marxist
London
* % %

Your two supplements
were most exciting reading.
This is not the way history
was taught to me in school.
I'm sure there are a lot of
exaggerations in it, but what
an eye-opener! I-wish I knew
how to make it required

- reading in all schools;, from

Teacher
Washington, D.C.
* ok %k

- T want to congratulate you
on the section about the role

spotless’ record. Their role,
once Russia was attacked,

ber that night in Harlem
when Benjamin Davis and
Mayor LaGuardia were on
the same platform telling the
Negroes to disperse.

mental comments so quickly

it, when the obstacles are -

who has a sort of Stalinist -

always seemed to me short-:

elementary. through  college.

of the ‘Communist Party. I
am sick and tired of seeing
the Communists at work
among Negroes where they
always act as-if they had a

should put an end to those
pretensions. I myself remem-

Journalist
New York

‘world may never have heard
the statement of Wendell
Phillips that Lincoln was a
“first-rate second-rate man,”

which you quote in Part I

of your Supplement, I have

heard it from you for years,

and I donm’t think it is an ef-
fective quote to use because

(1) from the context it

isn’t clear whether Marx said "

it, or Wendell Phillips; (2)
the fact that Phillips almost.
got hanged for it makes it

tremendously more signifie-

ant, but few readers would
know that, or know the ¢li-
mate of the time enough to
know that such a remark
would be considered subvers-
ive; (3) as it stands, it's
simply an insult without any
substance, similar to saying
“Bisenhower is a jerk,’”
which is certainly true, but
doesn’t - convince anyone, ‘ or
tell anything new-about Eis-
enhower, or even cook his
historic goose.

Furthermore, though I cep-|

tainly agree with the estima-

tion of Lincoln as a guy whio " -
shilly-shallied on the Negro.

question, I still don’t believe
he was a second-rate man,
He was not the mythic hero

American ‘history texts make -

him out- to be, but he was
not a second-rate man. If you
think he was why do you end

this first part with a guota- .

tion from. him? thus giving

his ideas a dxsproportxonaﬂe' a Proi on
‘ “story-in- the January N&L,

emphasxs"
Teaclugr ‘
Wisconsin

* kK ‘

I have received many en-
couraging and favorable com-

ments from  my. immediate :

circle of friends on the spe-
cial -Supplement, and am

racking my brain for ways to. . :

raise that $2000 ... . I can
look forward, I hope, to en-
listing the aid of my friends:
in selling the paper, setting
up a fund-raising party or
concert ‘or ‘something like
that, but they themselves:
have no money. I do know
some business men who have
the stuff, and will write them
letters to see if they will

help get this much needed

history-of-our-times off the
press.

Student

New York

* ok ok

I gave - the paper with the
Supplement in it to about 20
of the fellows I work with.
They have read News & Let-
ters before and have always
liked -it. But they said .this
was the best thing they have
ever read.

< Most of them began talk-' :
ing about what was going .
on in-the South right now -—:

the voter registration and the
people who don’t have food
to eat or shoes for their chil-
dren just because they

wanted to vote. Everybody -

understands why the Civil
War has to be called the Un-
finished Revolution.,

Auto Worker
Detroit

-k ok ‘

I was particularly im-
pressed with the way you
began the second part of your
new supplement because you
showed how easily they can
toss around the word “sub-
versive” at those it does not

ders’

AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL—
‘Emancipation Proclamation, 100

Aithough the rest of  the

Yea rs After

not apply to; and yet -they
do not call the segregatlon-
ists in -Mississippi “subvers-
ive” though it" certamly does
apply to them.

I dare say that just about
any worker who has been on
an  Executive ‘Board- in’ the
union-has been on the list as
a “subversive” at some time
or another. During the Me-
Carthy period, when guilt by
association - was the estab-
lished way of life'in America,
it went to ridiculous limits.
But it is not somethmg that
existed only m McCarthys
time. ’

At any time in hlstory,‘
when people are opposed to.
the existing condmons, and
pioneering for new. 1deas,
they will find the going very
rough. :

When News & Letters was
first introduced "into our
plant, for example; some of
the . “powers-that-be” . imme- -

diately tried to label it.

“Communist.” "A real scare:
campaign - was- launched; - in

- - fact. But as soon as:the men -~
‘began to read the paper, they -

knew it was a lie, and the

receptmn ‘has been excellent .

ever sinee.

Chrysler Worker_ o

| Detroit
* * % )

I was very 1mpressed with

"“the first installment 'of “the

Emancipation - Proclamation

and even moreé excited about

- the projected next install-
ments and the idea of making : =~
it a pamphlet. Let me say

that I wholeheartedly ap-

_prove of “changing ‘the ‘title

to American Clviiization on

“Trial ...

I am enclosmg a check for
$100 as my contmbutlon to-
ward ‘the - prozect

" H., Bear -
) New York - -
* ko ko
I am very happy -that the

title of the pamphlet is to '

be. American Civilization on
Trial, instead of - Emanéipa-"

tion Proclamation—100 Years =+
“After. To me it ‘emphasizes
- that even though ‘the Negro

certainly is the keystone of
American History, the pam- .
phlet is not a “Negro” pam-
phlet .

1 read Part I not. as mere.
history, but as apphcable to
today’s society. To  me . the

: important ' thing to . see is
‘what happens when there is

a link between philosophy.
and action. The Negro slaves
had been in revolt ever since

" they arrived in the 17th cen-

tury, but- it was during the .
30 year period between 1830 .
and the Civil War, that the
action was . combined.  with
the - philosophy: from New
England Abolitionism, -and
the real movement forward
oceurred. -

The same can ‘be said. for
the: Populist - movement:  in
the 1890’s. Again it was -a
link between" philosophy and

-action which forced that

movement. The reason this
is so important for us to see
today is because we have the -
philosophy -which must be
linked and become a part of
the action, in order to have -
a real movement forward. -
Student
Los Angeles
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APPEAL FOR .
MISSISSIPPI VICTIMS

Dear Mr. Denby:

We are writing to you con-
cerning . ‘the plight of the
Negro in the South. At pres-
ent there is a voter registra-
tion drive. in - progress
throughout the South and be-
cause. of this  registration
drive,.the Southern Negro is
being : subjected to many

forms. of pressure by the seg-- -

regationists. . People - are be-
ing evicted from the tenant
farms, :they - are being shot
at, and. they. are.being cut
off from the federal govern-
ment surplus food program
among other things. The peo-
ple are, in short, despeérate.
They are ‘desperate for food
and clothing and above all,
desperate for . a chance to
live like human beings. '
Our organization, Opera-
tion Freedom, was set up two
years-ago to ‘give emergency
relief.aid in the form of mon-
etary loans ‘and outright
grants. of cash ‘to the evicted
:shareeroppers - in- Haywood
and Fayette Counties in Ten-
nessee. Late in 1962 we took
on - the: traditional  respons-:
ibility :of .expandinig our pro-
gram into the 18 county delta
region of Mississippi . . We
send you this material m the

. hope 'that you will publish an-

appeal for the need in these
areas.

" Operation F:eedom .gives
monetary ald but: food : and

-clothing are, also needed. .

Food . (preferrably canned

" items . and - food that won’t

-spoil) ‘and elothing (all kinds,
including . .shoes) -should .be
‘sent directly to; Emergency
Welfare and Relief Commit-
tee, Haven:Methodist Church,

400. Yazoo Avenue; Clarks- -

dale, Mississippi.
.. -Yours very truly,
" Jack McKart, for
Operation Freedom
k. ¥ ok

WELFARE PROBLEMS

I cannot find words to tell
you how much I enjoyed. the
samplé copy. you sent me.
One of the things I found so
remarkablé about your pub-
lication is- its stand against
both’ camtahsm and  Com-
munisim, T don’t believe
Commumsm (the way it’s be-
ing practiced. today) is true
socialism’' and it’s nice to find
someone who agrees with one
on any eonfroversial subject.

Unfertunately, I'm._a wel-
fare 'recipient.” The terrific
‘anti-welfare feelings and

sentiments which have their

origin with the Kennedy Ad-
ministration  (solidly backed

" by the hard right-wingers)

are causing a great deal of
difficulty in this country for
the ADC children and mo-
thers .. .
One of our problems is
- that many ‘methers, with
large families, who' are un-

- able te work anyway, are

being - driven “out to work
and/or “rehabilitation”
and must leave their chil-
dren unsupervised or un-
cared for (a violation of
the local penal code). The
Health  Welfare and Edu-
- -eation' department denies
these conditions exist, but
these mothers are told to
go to work or their aid will
be immediately cut off . .
I've written to many offi-
cials and news outlets about
these: -difficulties, but they
do little or nothing . . . No

—

lews

one seems to care. or wants

to listen. Will you help us?’

If T wrote you about some

. of the problems that exist
“would you be willing to pub-

lish it?" There are so many
people being persecuted by
the social workers and the
general public (who Dbelieve
the anti-welfare press and

right-wingers) that someone

must go to bat for them.
Concerned

California

Editor’s Note: News & Let-
ters will be proud to publish

‘this reader’s ‘story. Watch

for 1t next issue.
* kK

- NEWSPAPER LOCKOUT '

Although we have had no

real papers at all in. this

town since -early in Decem-
ber, scab sheets sprang up
overnight, like weeds. When
the typographers struck  the
solid papers, the Times and
the Journal-American, - and,
in a demonstration of one
kind of solidarity, Mrs. Schiff
and her cohorts on the less
“liberal” tabloids locked their
newsmen and typesetters out,
the war was on. ....

It gives every ev1dence of‘
being a war of attrition, and "’

ending with mergers and men

on the streets, and nifty new -
- four-color automated presses
spewing out the same old.

lies.

D. K.
New York

& ok K

It is the pubhshers, and "

not the workers who are re-

vsponsxble for the news black- -

out in this city. There are

rumors here that the publish-"
ers have some kind of mutual |
strike insurance which will

enable them to hold out. until
March. Paradoxically, -the

. two richest papers are .being. .
struck, and the. .papers that
can - least afford to -lose the.

revenues are part of.the vol-
untary “lock-out.”

But ‘if another paper goes .-
out of business in N.Y.,.-I am

sure it will be blamed on
the ‘“‘greedy” workers, even
though the publishers have

refused "to bargain -on their
original offer;  which was a

farce.
Reader
New York
*® kK

THE NEGRO WORKER

In our shop we have a Negro

‘guy -with a Masters Degree,

who during period of high

employment takes. care - of"

furnaces that are electroni-

cally controlled and during -
~high  unemployment goes
.. back on the production floor.

We have been trying to
get him upgraded for years.

They say education can

solve “your economic prob-

lems: but education won’t -
help a lot of people in this :

country.

The rewerd the company
gives- Negro worker for his
education is- the . furnace. -

Now they tell-him he is too
old to be upgraded.

Negro Auto Worker
Detroit

%® %

For years the company

has had a hiring form on
which the foreman indicates
whether he wants a Negro
worker or a white worker,
If it is a job for the foundry

you could bet that he marks "
Negro. They saved the -

cleaner departments, such
as “press steel”  for ° the
whites, o :

Reuther - negotiated - con-
tracts with these companies

and. it is said that he knows

" of this hiring form. When
~we found out about it and

raised cain with the union
they acted as if we -had
committed a crime in find-
ing out about it. The UAW
has come a long way since

it was first organized!
Negro Production Worker
) Detroit

k% #

To me the paper is edu-
cating people into a whole
new way of life. If it could

be made available to more

people, we could get that

new life a lot sooner.

Negro Worker
Detroit

APPEAL FOR
'HAZARD MINERS

I heard a report of the
campaign of terror and vio-

lence which the operators
* launched in an attempt to in-
" timidate the miners on strike

in Eastern Kentucky. ‘One

picket’s home was dynamited -

while he and his family were
sleeping. The home of a gro-
cers’ son who had given food
to. the. miners was also the
victim of dynamite. Company
“gun. thugs” sprayed pickets
with rifle fire from a pass-
ing car in still another inci-
dent. The intimidation hasn’t

“made a dent in the strikers
;anks yet.

-But -the ‘miners can’t ‘win
by courage-alone. Both: CBS-
TV and -the Times have de-

-eribed. the plight of the min-

ers’ ‘families; living. on: sur-
plus food, sléeping on kitch-
‘en-tables in unheated shacks,

-staying out of -school because -

they have no shoes on their

feet. The strikers are shar--

ing -everything - they have
with those worse - off, but
there-is simply not enough
to -go around.

The -official UMW is ig-

noring them, and only a few -
neighboring locals have. been |
able to ‘help them. When
coniributions began flowing '
. in-as a result.of the TV pro-

gram on Hazard, the local
newspaper owner (the gov-

ernor’s sister-in-law) to

whom they were sent, gave
most of the aid to the scabs
and refused to allow the min-
ers fo handle the relief them-
selves,

The Hazard strikers need

-"canned -foods, winter clothes,

shoes, blankets, mattresses,
soap, and, of course, money.
All money should be sent
certified mail, return receipt
requested, however, since the
miners know that many con-

tributions have not reached-

them. Contributions may be

sent to one of the strike lead- .

ers, Berman Gibson, 321
Broadway, Hazard, Kentucky.

Perhaps some of the work-
ers who read your paper
could get their local unions
to support this struggle, also.
Committees  to collect food

.. and ¢lothing could be formed

throughout the country. What
has happened in Hazard could
happen anywhere, C
. " H. Bear

New York
R T

What is happening'in Ken-
tucky is the back-wash of Au-

tomation. The papers are full

of America being everywhere

in the world winning friends, "

but what is happenmg in
Kentucky.

Production Worker

Los Angeles

Two Worlds
New Franco-German AXIS

(Continued from Page 1)

God rested on the seventh day; De Gaulle will not until he
is dead. Will he even then? Unless he is sure of living until the
ripe age of 122, he can only mean either that he is-a prophet, or
that he is. confident that the totalitarian institution he calls a
parliament “above parties” would carry out his line until glory
comes. And De Gaulle’s concept of glory envisions not only that
“insular, maritime Britain” becomes -subordinate to France’s

Europe, but also that the United States be considered beyond the. .

pale.
Far from De Gaulle acting as he does only because he

1 can ‘depend upon the U.S. for nuclear protection, he is acting

as he does because he thinks that nuclear protection is very nearly
worthless because of the nearly equal might of Russia. Moreover,
De Gaulle thinks he can win over Bussia—and from “the yellow
peril” at that! ‘As he expressed it in 1959: “No doubt - Soviet
Russia . . . recognizes that nothing can change the fact that she,
Russia—a whlte European nation . . . is face 'to face with hhe
yellow masses of China . . . casting their eyes about them on
the open spaces over which they must one day spread.”

If this is madness, as it is, it is not, however, the madness
of an individual egomaniac. It is the madness of the state-
capitalist age that has exuded a Mussolini and a Hitler and failed.

De Gaulle is ready now to embark on equally fantastic mxsadven-

tures.

To understand De Gaulle, we need neither “psychology” nor
“dependence” on Kennedy and theé American bourgeois press.
What is essential is that we turn back the pages of history to
the Depression in:the year after the rise of Hitler, and the
attempt of French fascists to take over Frances
TWO TURNING POINTS IN FRENCH HISTORY: 1934-36- 1946-48

On Feb. 6, 1934, the fascists in France attempted to overthrow
the government and themselves take power. The riots to that end
found the established government, as usual, powerless. But the
proletariat rose up spontaneously against.the fascists, battled

them on the streets and, within six days came out on general‘

strike, putting an end to the fascist pretensions.” The proletarian
vietory was followed up, in 1935, by the formation of a popular
front and general elections in which the Socialists, for the first
time, won a clear majority. Even then the proletariat did not let
power slip from its hands but.followed up the parliamentary
victory and ascension of Leon Blum to the Premiership with
SIT-DOWNS which covered the whole of France. The followmg
legislation was quickly enacted: the 40 hour week, rise in wages,
vacations with pay.

What was the French military brass, mcludmg its not-so-
junior officers; doing during these three critical years? We have
the revealing French pundit’s book (The Grave Diggers of France,
by Pertinax), written to expose:-the rottenness of the French gen-
‘eral staff, and to play up the junior General de Gaulle as: ‘the

.head of a free France. When the foundations for French faseism

_were openly being laid in-1934; but were met by ‘“a veritable
popular revolution,” Petain, “states. the January 1935 diary of
Pertinax, “was cut to the heart-by the fear of social upheaval
which. in so many a conservative had silenced every feeling of
patriotism.” (p.423) Petain was for Laval, and Laval, ever since
1935, was for a. Franco-German rapprochement. And what was

General Charles de Gaulle doing? He was arguing with the

General Staff, but it was not about any opposition -to native

fascism. The French geneial was arguing as a military man who
considered the “defensive doctrine” futlle, and wanted to mecha-

nize the French Army.

When World War II broke out in 1939 De Gaulle felt hxmself
vindicated; as if tanks would have won the war! The truth is-that
he was part and parcel of the bourgeois army and bourgeois class
which was undermining the French Republic ever since -1934.

Again Petain thought France needed Laval, and Laval
thought France needed Hitler! Petain came to power in France to
make it an adjunct of Nazi Germany. '

The Allies paid little attention to De Gaulle until the prole- /

tariat in France organized an underground. The Allies then recog-
nized him as the French government in exile——in order to make
sure to foist him on the National Resistance.as “it§ leader.” The
fact that the Communists were willing, upon instruction of Stalin
who feared independent proletarian rule, to use their prestige as
Resistance fighters toward the same end, assured De Gaulle the
presidency of the provisional government after liberation, With-
out them, in 1944, he would have been as powerless as he was in
1958 without the QOAS,

This was not because he didn’t {ry to_establish his own type
of fascist party. He founded the “Rally of the Fremch People,”
but, as in 1934 the French proletariat would have none of the
Croix de Feu, so it would have none of the Rassemblement in

1947, (When I was in Paris in 1947 I had occasion to experience -
that the Rassemblement, which was supposed to be “above par--

ties,” was not above fascistic anti-Semitism.) The strikes of 1947
and 1948, especlally the latter, were independent as well of tlle
Cemmunists. - - i

THE NEW IMPERIALISM :

The imperialism of state-capitalism is the key to the under-
standing of the present stage of imperialism all over the world:
It is the capitalism which extended its imperialistic domination
from the technologically backward lands to the most advaneed,

as Hitler had done in his blitzkrieg of Europe. It is the imperialism
which refuses to abide “by the faets,” that two, and.only- two,
‘Big Powers remained standing at the end of World War Il in

place of the several big powers which had divided the world
.among themselves previously. It would rather pretend to act as
buffer between them, not by being-a buffer, but by belonging.
De Gaulle is asking Europe to belong to him, or ‘to the new

| Franco-German_axis, not merely because of glory hunting or

prestige politics, but because of hard economics.

Now that De Gaulle’s France has automated ifs industries,
centralized its capital, and, through a Common Market, rather
than by a blitzkrieg, accomplished the same for part of Europe,
De Gaulle dreams much more fantastic dreams than Hitler ever

did, not because he belongs to the 19th century and dreams of . f

past glories, but because he is of today and dreams of future

conquests. Without Hitler’s armed might and his “secret weapon,” .

indeed disdaining the nuclear might of the United States because
(Continued on Page 6)"
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YOUTH

By Eugene Walker

In the Jan. 3 issue of The

- Reperter magazine there is

an article entitled “The Su-
perfluous People of Hazard,
Kentucky” by John Ed
Pearce: Before reading this
article all I knew about the
Eastern Kentucky ° strike

came from a couple of TV.

news clips which showed a

Aamily living in a one-room
.shack, with government sur-

plus - food as their only
means of subsistence. It was
mentioned that there was a

‘strike, but the issues were

never brought forth,

The strike has its reots in
John L. Lewis’ decision to allow
Automatmp to come into the
coal mines as “progress.” In re-

‘turn for this, a 40¢ royalty per

ton of coal. was paid intp the

~ United Mine Workers Welfare

Fund. As a result, of this deci-
sion, 150,000 mmers produce
as much coal as 700,000 did 25
years ago, as much as 450,000
did in 1950. The wage costs
have dropped from $94¢ million
in 1923 to $700 million in 1962.
" The result may be called
progress, bui the question 'is:
for whom? Certainly nei for
the miners. In every one of the
32 Eastern Kentucky counties,
beiween 22 and 40 percent of
the people are on gevernmet
surplus food. Because of the
introduction of Automation,
hundreds of truck mines have
opened in Kentucky during the
past 15 years. Miners who work
in these mines do so for as low

) asS&adayandslﬁ\aweek

These miners. are striking as
much against the UMW as they
are against the {ruck mine
operators.
when the UMW  revoked the
welfare cards of ‘the miners,
which entitled them and their
families to free medical care.
Strike Grows

The UMW told the miners
that this was being doune because

the mine operators have not|

paid the 40c¢c royalty per ton
of coal. Miners began striking
the truck mines in order to get
a union contract. The UMW
then announced that they were
selling four of their six Ken-
tucky hospitals. Overnight the
strike grew.’

The miners of Eastern Ken-
tucky are caoght in a dilemma.
i the wmines remain unorga-
nized, the miners will lose the
UMW benefits; if they become
organized, even more will be-
come unemployed as the truek
mines will close. The miners
themselves are seeking funda-
mental solutions to this ques-
tion of Awutomation. ;

Although they support the
UMW, they are not getting
support in return. One union
official says: “They don’t know

" what they’re doing. They've got

no authority. They holler be-

" cause we didn't strike these
‘mines not paying scale and the

royalty. But you couldn’t get
one of them to sign a grievance,
and before we can call a strike
we're required by law and the
UMW contract to go through
regular . grievance  procedures,
then strike if it isn’t settled.
If we don’t we're violating our
own coniract . . .” )
“Can’t Feed His Kids”
Contrast this with one of the
organizers of the strike who
says: “Why Godamighty, it ain’t
right!- Man out here bragging
he made $60,000 in 60 days and
the men that made it for him
taking $4, $6 a day! It ain’t

Have you contributed #o
help publish American
Civilizal'ion? on ‘T,riql'.'v

nght a man gives his kids cars
to drive .to school in, and them
just -in high school—and the
man that .makes it for him
down in the mines can’t feed
his kids, can’t put shoes on ’em.”

To the wunion official it is
contract rights; te the strikers

it is human rights. If Automa-

tion is progress then it must be
progress for the half million
miners who no longer produce
the coal. A change must be
made so that no people can be
called superfluous.

it Does Affect Youth

Ornie may ask why shouid an
article such as this be put in a
youth column. The answer is
that this problem is affecting
young people’s lives. Their right
to education and to a decent life
is endangered by a  system
which maintains unemployment
and economic crises.

A .system which focuses on
Eastern Kentucky for a meo-
ment at Christmas but does not
mention what these men are
fizhting fer, which will pay $52
million for 1000 imvaders and

nothing io the miners of Ken-|

tucky, demands to be looked
at. T hope thai some youth wifl
start looking.

The -strike began |

In Preparation:

The Young
Marxist Humanist

White and Negro youth write
of their own search for phil-
osophic clarification and

wers - to probl they face
in schoo!l, ot work, in society.
First: of o planned series of
works for which el youth are
invited - to write,

Everyone s Eyes
Must Be Opened |

Lebanon, Tenn. — I am
writing this to try to open
the eyes of the whites in
this small town of Lebanon,
Tennessee. Apparently
there is something obnox-
ious — to a white man —
about a Negro defending
himself and speaking up for
what he believes.

The Negro realizes that for
400 years we have been told
sternly or kindly, laughingly or
threateningly, that the black
man is docile, tractable, stupid,
sensuous, and dangerous to
white civilization if (but of
course that was impossible 400
years - ago) he ever chose to
assert himself.

MOVING AGAIN

Now hundreds of years later
we have started once more to
assert ourselves. We are using
our energies to erase the evils
and despicable shame of segre-
gation. We have stopped using
excuses, -for we feel that it is
time we improved our condi-
tions, which should have been
improved decades ago.

We have stopped using such
excuses as “PIl lose my  job.”
What' job? Who wants a job

where you werk seven days a|

week and make $15. T don’t.
I eertainly feel that my serv-
ices are weorth more than that.
~ ‘Many Negroes have stopped
saying, “I can’t go to jail.” That
has been proved through the
Civil Rights groups.

We. realize what segregation
can do and has done for the
past 400 years. That’s why we
have mobilized to erase segre-
gation whether it is found in
cur social life, economic, or re-
ligious ways of life. We have

‘made our exit from the wilder-

ness and started our fight for
FREEDOM.
—Teen-Age Freedom Fighter

Kennedy

House

ticipate.

osophy to

today.

Place:

News & Leters Office
8751 Grand River
Detroit 4, Mich.

TY 8-7053

Detroit News & Letters Committee
Discussion and Achwfy Schedule:

All attending requested %o bring
items of food and/or clothing to
aid Operation Freedom in the South,
~ and Kentucky Miners.

March 8——DeGauIle s Chnﬂenge to

The drive 'Powurd war and the roles '
of the pacifist movements.

March 15—Labor Must Clean Its Own

Theme of the discussion can be seen
from articles in this issue on P. 3
and in the Editorial. Caucus mem-
bers are especially invited to par-

March 22—The Your;g Marxist Humanist

Youth are particularly invited to
attend, Discussion on the position
of youth in the totality of society,
and the need for an adequate phil-

action in the changing world of

link both theory and

Time:
Business Meeting:
7:30 p.m.
Discussion:

8 pm.
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New Fra nco-German Axas
(Comntinued from Page 5)

it has been brought to a standstill by the équal nuclear power
of Russia, De Gatulle has, by sheer daring (Mae has a much gall

-when he challenges Russia) laid down his ‘gauntlet ‘@nd demanded

that Kennedy, not.-Macmillan or even “contmental Europe,” but
Kennedy's USA—pick it up. :

His only concern pow -is that . rebuilt -Eurepe still - lacks
nuclear power. This is the Achilles heel of De Gaulle’s hard
economics underlying the Common Market, and hard politics un-
detlying the new Bonn-Paris axis. Let’s see whether, in recogniz-
ing this vulnerable point (through which Kennedy hopes to regain
dominance of Europe), De Gaulle has become vlunerable, not in
the heel, but in the head. )

“Touched in the head,’f or otherwise, De Gaulle, as we see,
has found the vulnerable point in beth the Anglo-American
axis and “the Warsaw powers,” including the Sino-Soviet orbit. .
All the outery in Europe against one-man domination has been
words, just words.

Whether it is De Gaulle’s intellectual chz_auvmism or France’s
central geographic position which has led him to play for the

very highest stakes—forcing Kennedy (or Khrushchev) to play

power politics according to the tune he, De Gaulle, calls, does not
matter. What does matter is that he has, with the Treaty with
Adenauer, created a new; a powerful, a frightening axis in Europe.
Frightening because despite the dissimilarities’ of our *“prosper-

us”’ times against the depression of the 1930’s, despite the dis-
similarities of the personalities of Hitler and De Gaulle, despiie
the dissimilarities between the Nazi terror and the French de-
mocracy, there is more than merely a reminiscent analogy be-
tween the present axis and Hitler's.

SHADES OF HITLER, OR STATE-CAPITALIST MADNESS

The underlying similarity between the opposite personali-
ties of the living De Gaulle and the dead Hitler stems from the
economic compulsion of the imperialism of state-capitalism. Ever
since the Depression sealed the fate of competitive capitalism,
capitalism has tried to hold on to-its power through some form
of the State Plan. Rich: countries like the U.S. could hold on
through a comparatively mild admixture like the New Deal; de-.
ieated (from World War 1) and impoverished countries like Ger-
many did not stop short of fascism. Fascism’s search for “leben-
sraum” was an expression of the impotence of capitalism; even
thh totalitarian methods it could not hold on’to power unless it

“‘expanded” its foundations.

Only by not being confined to Germany, only by centrahza-
tion of European capital, could the “master race” hope to chal-
lenge the United States’ world position. Hitler would have liked
to have created a German-British axis before undertaking the
task of world destruction. He almost succeeded at Munich. When
that failed, he went it alone, never fooling himself that Vichy
France was a substitute for the greater power of England.

(The outery that one cannot use the term fascism except to
describe a petty-bourgeois mass party a la Nazism forget (1) that
Mussolini’s fascist corpomte state was not quite the same as the.
Nazism of Germany; (2) ﬁhat by no accident fascism at first called
itself National Socialismi It was only after it had total power that

-it showed its true visage of centralization of European capital and

the horrors of the concentration camps; and (3) that once Nazism
was defeated, it would surely not reappear in the same form,
especially when the capitalist crisis today comes, not from ‘a
depression, but from a prosperous state-capitalism hungering for .
single world domination. The truth is that fascism was no sooner
defeated than the United States found that before it could “claim”
Europe, it would have to rebuild it, and it would have to be done
on an all-European scale, Hence the Marshall Plan.) )

De Gaulle is a man with an elephantine memory which goes
back not merely to the France of Louis IV, and of Napoleon
when French culture held sway throughout Europe, but to the
beginnings of civilization. To him France is not ‘“just” France,
not even *“‘just Europe;” she is the finest European flower of
Graeco-Roman culture, that is to say, of all of Western Civiliza-
tion (and was there ever any other that wasn’t absorbed by it,
including Egyptology?).

Yes, De Gaulle remembers everything. But he has learned

.nothing, nothing at all from the fall of empires in general, and

class societies in particular. He is blinded by his culture, his state,
his military caste, his elass. He fails to recognize the decay of
capitalism, the disintegration of all elass civilizations, from the
fall of the Roman Empire to the collapse of France in 1940.
His class may let him get away with it in Europe and even,
perhaps, in the United States. Surely there is a group of apolo-
gists, from both “left” and right, that stands ready to expound
his “cause” and to show that he not only “has a point” (Europe
has a right to “independence from American domination”) but
he also “has a value” (his “little bomb” should not be dismissed.)
WHICH WAY OUT? : )

~What they all too easily forget is that neither De Gaulle-
Adenauer, nor Kennedy-Macmillan, nor Khrushchev-Mae found
a way out of the capitalistic kind of chaotic production and
perennial wars which have brought us to the razor’s edge of
mankind’s extinction. Automated production remains value pro-.
duction, brought to an extreme by the fact that the violent and
incessant technological revolutions are constantly throwing out
the only surplus-value creating substance; living labor.
" Because the terror is rooteq in the relations of prodaction
and the need to conirol the working elass, only the working class
can destroy it, at its roet. DeGaulle may have found the weak
point in his own class, but he has never yet found he can hold

| power when the working class en masse turns against him, as

they have dome in the past turning-points in history, which did
away with outright fascist pretensions in 1934-35 and De Ganllian
ones in 1947-48, It will do so again. No one else can.

The Italian Edition of MARXISM AND FREEDOM
Can Be Ordered Directly From '
Prometeo, Casella Postale 1753
Milano, ltaly

NEWS & LETTERS. 8751 Grand River Ave., Detroit
.4, Michigan, will be happy to place orders.

Cost: 2700 Lira ($4 50)




MARCH, 1963

NEWS & LETTERS

War and Peace — Three Views

| :Scotland

By Harry McShane

GLASGOW-_The recent
. narrow escape from nuclear
war, and all that such a
war entails, should  cause

all* of us to have ancther
look at our movement if
only to find out why it is
we are:making no impact
on the working people of
this country. We must ad-
mit that the activities of
the movement, such as they

were, did nothing to alter|

the course taken by the
leaders of the, States in-
volved in the recent crisis.
It is also true to.say that
‘the -demonstrations held
during the crisis were not
‘all for the same thing.

We “expected the Labour
Party to jump on the side of
America, ‘which they did. We
expected the Communist Party
to say that the American pho-
graphs were faked, and to come
down - dn - the side of Russia,
which they -did. Some who
took part in - demonstrations
against the missile ship at Holy
Loch were calling for miissile
bases - in ‘Cuba. - Khrushchev,
aecording to- these -people, was
right when -he -set up. the mis-
sile sites, and the decision te
dismantle them was an exam-
ple  _of great -statesmanship.
They were not -concerned about
what the people of Cuba mlght
want.

The Yourg Soczahsts were
split. The Scottish Peace Com-
mittee, like the British Peace
Committee, confirmed the
opinion that it is a department
of the Communist Party. The
Commiitee of 100  and the
C.N.D. came out of the ecrisis
with - some  credit, but even
among some of the leaders of
these bodies there were some
actuated by anti-Americanism.
- Only a small minority of the
Socialists remained true {o the
prineiples of International So-
cialismm. This is the most dis-
WAR-WORK FOR A LIVING

The idea that war -between
the great powers might pos-
sibly be fought without the
use of nuclear weapons can
now be discarded. Even before
Russia produced the  atom
homb, America supported her
nuclear policy by contending
that it was necessary in order
to- prevent the invasion of
Europe by Russia’s enormoug
army. Both the C.N.D. and the
Committee of 100 have per-
formed a service by, drawing
attention’ to -the horrors of nu-
clear war, but it has diverted
attention away from the hor-
rors of war, in any form.

Near where I live, there is
a shipyard on the verge of clos-
ing down, but there are an-
other two almost entirely en-
gaged on naval work. In one
vard ‘there is a missile ship
under construction. Without
the naval contracts, the most
profitable of all, a considerable
number of shipyards would
require to close down. The
firms thaet supply machinery
and ‘other equipment for these
ships would also be affected.
This dependence on war work
i ‘order to get a living has
always been an obstacle to the
anti-militarist struggle.

The great weakness in the
Clydeside struggle during the
first World War lay in the fact
that it was net directed against
the war, but confined to wages,
dilution, and similar issues,
This caused the dispute be-
tween the leaders of the Clyde
Workers® Committee and those
associated with . the anti-war
campaign . conducted : by . John

- *

K

Canada

By Nonnan Epstein .

Vancouver, B.C. — The
most frightening thing
about the present war crisis
is the' powerlessness of ‘ordi-
nary. people like you and
me and millions of others
throughout the world to
intervene in any effective
manner. We are all threat-
ened with being blown off
the map and we have no
say whatsoever in the de—

cision to do so.
. :Governments of the world
have between them, and in some

cases individually, amassed: the:

most fantastic collection of nue-
lear,” bacteriological and ~chem-
ical “weapons. for Kkilling. and
over-killing every human bheing
on the face of the earth.
U. S. UNILATERALISM

The decision of the U: S. Gov-
ernment, more than a decade
ago, to start the production of
H-bombs was made, neot only
without consulting her British
and Canadian and Latin-Amer-
ican satellifes, but without ever
asking the American people
themselves if that is what they
wanted their national effort to
be directed towards.

Maclean. It was not until early
in 1918 that the leaders sub-
mitted a resolution against the
war to a meeting of shop stew-
ards. - The occasion was the
introduction of the Manpower

‘Biil which threatened waorkers

employéd in the war' factories
with a eallup to the armed
forces.

More could be said: about
that situation, but I ‘mention

it in order to emphasize the

difficulty facing those who de-
sire fo build a serious anti-
militarist movement. Such a
movement calls for-a high level
of political consciousness “on
the part of those participating
in it. The positive -content

of such a struggle must con-|

sist ‘'of an unqualified recoghi-
tion of the need for a com-
plete transformation of society.
Nothing can be gained by sep-
arating the war danger from

the capitalist set-up that brings |

it about. Unless masses of
workers are convinced of the
correctness - of this standpoint,
we will be as feeble in the next
crisis as in the one from which
we have just emerged.
AGAINST BOTH SIDES

The tendency of many So-
clalists to deteet the faults in
American policy, and te see
nothing, or very little, wrong
with Russian policy, is very
disturbing. Many of the ab-
surdities that emanate from
the Communist Party are ac-
cepted without ' question by
some who, for reasons Dbest
known to themselves, have not
become members. Support for

If we take sides during the
period of war preparations, we

cannot avoid taking sides if

war breaks out. This also ap-
plies to those who, while op-
posed to nuclear war, see some
virtue in Britain remaining in
the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization. We Imust come out
against the twe power blocs.
Alongside the fight against war
there must be a real live cam-
paign for the replacement of
Capitalism by Socialism.

A negative  approach will
have little effect on workers
who earn their livelihood by
making the munitions of war.
Unless we win the support of
the workers, the next erisis
may lead to world war.  The
need of the moment is a fear-
less anti-militarist movement
based on the needs and inter-
ests of the working class,

-On important natters, then,

including -matters of life and

death, neither the U.S. ner our
country nor Britain ean call it-
self demeocratic. In such matters
we differ litfle from Russia or
her - satellites, where decisions
to  launch sputniks and build
multi-million-ruble missiles are
- made exclusively at the top...
‘Wars will only stop when peo-
ple refuse to cooperate with the
state and its war machine; when
they refuse to work in weapons
industries; when they literally
over-run. in their hundreds of
thousands the nuclear bases on
both sides of the Iron Curtain;
when the students show the con-
tempt for military training on
campuses whieh such training
deserves; when people literally
take the problem of war into
their own hands .
ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

In its widest sense, the anti-|
war movement includes the mil- |
lions of people throughout the |

world who are demonstrating in
one form or another — via pe-
titions, meetings, marches, pick-
ets, sitdowns — for peace, and
particularly. against their own
government’s military = aetiv-
ities. More specifically, however,
I am referring to such bodies
as the Committee of 100 in Brit-
ain, whose members and sup-

porters have been arrested byl
the tens, hundreds and thous- |

ands for sitting down at RAF
or. USAF or NATO or Polaris
bases; in the Russian and in the

‘American embassies; in front of

Macmillan’s automobile and in
front of Gaitskell’s; on Parlia-
ment “Square and - Trafalgar

Square and in fromt of the Air

Ministry; and in city centres or
rocket ~sites throughout the
length and breadth of England,
Scotland or Wales.

I am alse referring to the

 massive student organization in

Japan known as Zengakuren,
who organized the magnificent
demeonstration against the mili-
tary pact with the U.S. on the
oceasion ‘of FEisenhower’s ecan-
celled trip to Tokyo, and who,
like-the Committee of 100, have
been attacked im Moscow for
demonstrating there against Rus-
sian as well as American nuclear
bomb tests.

And I am  referring to the
CNVA in the U.S. one of whose
gallant members has recently
been sentenced to six years for
swimming out and touchly a
newly launched Polaris sub-
marine . . .

WHAT PRICE OBEDIENCE?

The issue which we must all
face was highlighted by the
Committee of 100 at one of
their trials last February. In the
courtroom, a member of the
Committee, conducting his own
defense, interrogated Air-Com-
modore Magill of the RAF as
follows:

Question: Would you press
button you know is geing to an-
nihilate millions of people?

Reply: If the ecircumstances
demanded it,”I would.

This reply is exactly the reply
given b§¥ Adolph Eichmann, in
his words and in his practice.
And what about you and me —
are we prepared to obey all ord-
ers? Are we prepared to entrust
our lives to people who would
obey any order? (At this mom-
ent our government is a mem-
ber of a military alliance, NATO,
one of whose member govern-
ments, the Portuguese, is using
its arms to perpetuate atrocities
against the people of Angola
equivalent te those practiced
by the Gestapo. If we do not
reply to these questions active
1y, then we share the guilt of
-any. - consequence likely to en-
sue,

Amsterdam

(Editer’s Note We print be-
low some very brief excerpts
from the report of The Inter-
national Anti-War Conference,
called by The National Com-
mittee of 100 of Great Britain
and co-sponsored by The War
Resisters International and Zen-
gakuren  of - Japan, which was
held Nov.. 10-12, 1962 in Am-
sterdam.)}

There will be no transeripts
of the Amsterdam speeches. The
purpose - of this introduction is
therefore to econvey some of
their substance and to highlight
the points of departure con-
tained in the propesitions.

The mood of the conference
was unmistakable for what Tony
Sythe ecalled “moving from an
anti-Bomb to an Anti-war posi-
tion.” We are moving towards
a fundamental change in posi-
tion and it remains for us na-
tionally and internationally to
diseuss this matter further, clar-

.ify our thinking and make our

conclusions widely knewn.
[ ]

Keiichi Suzuki from Japan
-explained that the fact that
Zengakuren - did not formally
subscribe  to non-violence did
not mean that it was in favor
of the opposite. It simply in-
dicated that they were for some-
thing different, effectiveness,
and would interpret methods in
relation to effectiveness and the

particular clrcmnstances of the
case.

. - L
‘Professor Frits de Jong had

opened the conference ‘on’ &’

fitting note. The future of man-

kind was now at stake; war was
no longer an acceptable means
of politics and for the first time -

in history we faced the meces-
sity to end it; war was the pro-
duct of the discord of empires.
The balance of power had be-
come the balance of terror and

that in twrn was a fietion to-
cover American superiority inm -

long range weapons and Russian

superiority in the shorter range °

ones. We in the movement

‘should take issue with all prae-
tices that lead to war, neutralize

critical points of contact, stand
firmly against all witch-huiting
and break the spell comprised

of the belief that under tlle'

bomb we are safe.

‘There was a good deal of dis--

cussion of suitable forms of in-
ternational action next Easter.
It focused particularly on what
might happen in Germany. The
press there is especially hostile
and this means a need for extra
care in not giving grounds for

misrepresentation. There was .
agreement that the situation re-.

quired something of an East

and West character that made .

it clear in praectice that we were
equally against the nuclear
weapons and military alliances
of hoth sides.

A DOCTOR SPEAKS

By M.D.

Medicine’s Measure Must Be Man

Recent words of a Mex-
ican physician, Dr. Ignacis
Chavez, aroused my inte-
rest. He spoke of the pres-
ent dehumanization of the
physician, and the dehuma-
nization of wmedicine. He
would like to see the pass-
ing of the “Brain-man” —
the pure scientist, and the
“Hand-man” — the techni-
cian. ]

Science, he says, without re-
lation to man may be science,
but it is not medicine. This

statement brought to my mind;

an expression from the early
writings of Kar] Marx and his
more universal truth: To have

one basis for science and an-

other for life is a priori a lie.

NEED NEW RELATIONSHIP

Dr. Chavez spoke of a climate
of work among doctors in a
group effort and friendly coop-
eration, and of a new kind of
hospital with patients receiving
not only mediecal attention but
human sympathy and help in the
solution of their problems.

There are other men groping
for human values. A professor
of psychiatry, writing in a wide-
ly read medical journal, empha-
sizes the deecline of the clinical
tradition in medicine — con-
cern with the individual pa-
tient’s well being — and de-
plores the emphasis on experi-
mentation and the laboratory.
He states that in seeking mon-
uments of “Big Science” we are
being directed from our real
purpose — the enriching and
broadening of human life. This

is true in al fields of science

and has led te abnormalities in
science in general and medicine
in partienlar.

The 20th century scientist
has become a business man —
attracted by publicity, power and
expense account. He is obscure
in his thinking, losing his ere-

ative power, and a pawn in the
hands of business and govern-
‘ment.
SCIENCE PROSTITUTED

The physical scientist, work-
ing under sponsored research
and making ‘a disecovery has o
hand it over to business or gov-
ernment who then might put it
to use in a way totally different
from that originally  intended.
“The seientist’'s fate was sealed
when his contribution made
money fdr the corporation and
brought power to the military,”
nofes a California physician.

This physician goes on to say
that in the medical field today,
administration, research and
practice are separated from one
anather. Superb technicians and
organization men are arising
who know little about medical
practice and treatment. JInsti-
tutes, organizations and large
scale research studies have re-
blaced individual research meti-
vated by curiosity and imple-
mented by personal effort. The
scientist -— physical, medical
and most eothers — are not
trained for the kind of decision-
making and. action that is basic
to all medical freatment — i.e.
the process of making a cheiee.

The assessment of the patient’s
condition and the timing of the

intervention has to be learned

largely through practice. It is
not enly how a treatment works,
but to determine to whom,
where -and when,

This is the movement from
theery to praetice and back
again te theory that is the
field of the eclinician. The
doctor-patient human rela-
tionship is eentral te all
treatment.

In this ficld of human rela-
tionship and human values there
is, however, a great deal of con-

fusuien. Fer every physician

like Dr. Chavez there are many
more to whom man is not the
measure of value.

Have you contributed to help pubhsh
American C:whzahon on Trial?
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Workers Battle Automation|?

{Continued from Page 1)
tions, the auto workers forced
Reuther to mnegotiate on work-
ing conditions, striking after the
economic issues were settled. In
the last steel strike, it was the
steelworkers’ . determination to
resist the company’s demand for
full control over working con-
ditions that kept them going for
the 118 day strike that ended
with victory. on this issue.
PROFIT SHARING FARCE

In the face of these continu-
ously demonstrated efforts of
the working class to free itself
from the crushing weight of
capitalist production relations,
Reuther and McDonald strive to
nail the rotting carcass of cap-
italism more firmly on the backs
of the workers through “proflt
sharing.”

Reuther,

speaking before

" auto and other ‘industrialists at

the Detroit Economics Club on
Feb. 4, said that “profit shar-
ing has created a new dimension
in collective bargaining,” and
that the recently nesgotiated
profit sharing (sic!) contract be-
tween McDonald and : Kaiser
Steel should set the pace for
collective bargaining in the
future. Contrast this high-flown
and utterly barren view of al-
leged vrofit-sharing to the
worker’s burning need for a job
and his equally buruine desire
not to be dominated by Auto-
mation,

That master of substitution,
Reuther, further showed this

“talent he abundantly vossesses

in referring to the 35-hour week.

_The union, -he said, will not

press for the shorter work week,
but will seek “a flexible work
fo avoid unemploy-
ment.

Reuther’s flexnblhty has re-
sulted in 200,000 fewer auto
workers today than there were
five years ago. Thousaunds are
walking the streets  while
those working are forced to
work fantastic overtime hours
because Reuther does not see
fit to negotiate such a basic
thing as an eight-hour day in
the UAW contract.

By the Administration’s own
figures, the army of the unem-
ployed reached 4,672,000 in Jan-

uary — practically what it was|-

when Kennedy took office two
years ago. In the face of this,
for Kennedy to single out for
condemnation the struggles of
the workers for a shorter work
week, as he did in his January
Economic Report, shows clearly
his’ contempt for the working
class. . .

TAX PROGRAM

FOR WEALTHY

According to this master of

“keeping the country going”—
right into the ditch of a never-
changing 5 million unemployed
-— what  would supposedly do
the trick is a tax cut, publicized
as “helping most” those in the
lowest economic brackets, Let’s

. see. According to the proposed

tax cut, a couple making $3,000
and now paying $60 in taxes,
would by 1965 pay $14—a sav-

. ing of $46. But a couple making

$50,000 now and paying $14,198
in taxes, would, in 1965, pay
only $12,265 — a savings of
$1,933.

Here’s another measure.
The tax reduction for those .
in the lowest economic brack-
ets (85000 and less) will be
from 20% now to 14% .in_
1965 — a difference of 6%:.
For those in the high brackets
($400,000 and more) the cut
will be from 92% to 65% —
a difference of 26%. -

The cornerstone of Kennedy’s
tax cut program rests on more
and more profits for the capital-
ists, whose spokesman he truly
is. New equipment — Automa-
tion — is. Kennedy’s cry. and
this Administration will give

_businessmen all  kinds . of  tax

henefits to provide - them- with

more money to get it. The rich
get richer, the poor get poorer.

NATIONAL DEBT IS ONLY
THING OWNED EQUALLY
At the same time, JFK pro-
poses a fantastic budget, higher
than anything ever seen before
either in war or in peace time
history: $98.8 billion. Of this
total, 60% is earmarked for
war preparations in national de-
fense and space projects, a full
10% is for interest on the na-
tional debt alone, leaving only
30.% for everything else to meet
the crving national problems of
unemplovment, education, high-
wavs. slum clearance, conserva-
tion and a host of other needs.
This budget will raise the na-
tional debt to an estimated
$315.6 billion by 1964, raising
it by $12.1 billion over the
%303.5 billion debt estimated
for 1963. This, in fruth, shows
the essence of capitalism, long
ago seen by Marx who wrote:

“The only part of the so--
called national wealth that
actually enters into the col-
lective possessions of modern
peonles  is— their national
debt . . . And with the rise
of notional debt-making, want
of faith in the national debt
takes the place of the blas-
phemy azainst the Holy Ghost,
which may not be forgiven.”

PREPARE TO CHAIN LABOR

As if a permanent army of
unemvloyed, an even greater
number of semi-employed, bur-
densome taxes, and. miserable
working conditions were not
enough to pile on the workers’
backs, the preoccuvantion of
Cangress seems to be: how to
shackle labor so it can make no
indenendent move at all. One
bill introduced would - outlaw
any. strikes in transportation,
another would give the green
licht ta using anti-trust legis-
lation against labor.

James Hoffa, Teamster
Union - president, is right
when he says the new legisla-
tion would completely destroy
the organized labor movement.
And it is very sad commen-
tary indeed that Hoffa is the
only labor leader who has
spoken out forcefully against
these bills.

Those who expelled him and
his union from the AFL-CIO
as being unfit to travel in their
hypocritically righteous circles
stand cowardly speechless; while
the weapons to destroy organized
labor are being openly pre-
pared by Senators and Con-
gressmen who have tried to
whip up a national anti-labor
atmosphere.

The law of anti-strike in-
junction, however, is not enough
for the Harvard man in the
White House. The heavy hand
of his Administration reaching
for governmental compulsory ar-
bitration has been clearly in-
dicated. Secretary of Labor Wil-
lard Wirtz showed precisely the
road the Administration is go-
ing to take, in a recent speech
to the National Academy of Ar-
bitrators, when he charged that
both labor and management
have been playing “brinkman-
ship.” He said the Administra-
tion’s decision has been made,
and unless the strikes can be
settled peacefully through col-
lective bargaining, the public
(that is, “public interest” Ken-
nedy)- will force the settle-
ments.

It all adds up to one pre-
dominant - fact: preparations for
war in the future (and the de-
fense budget leaves no doubt
about this) means preparations
today for the complete control
of the workers. The preparations
are well underway.

ANOTHER VOICE
RINGS CLEAR

The fact is, however, that the
crisis is so total that the Ad-
ministration is not capable of
coming close  to ' meeting it
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African students studying
in Bulgaria have encoun-
tered so much discrimina-
tion in that ~Communist
country that they have been
forced to make public dem-
onstrations and to seek
refuge elsewhere. A demon-
stration of over 200 African
students protesting to the
Bulgarian government was
met by 600 militiamen who
beat them with clubs and
hauled them off to jail.

Ghana’s Ambassador
lodged a sirong protest over
the treatment of the stu-
dents. “We have been insul-
ted in every possible way.
We were molested in the
streets, called °‘black mon-
keys® and ‘jungle people’,
said Robert Kotey, a Ghana-
ian agricultural student.
“We soon realized “that to
study in a Communist coun-
try .is a bloody waste of
time,” said -student Xofi
Buckle,

The story broke in the
papers only after the attack
by the militiamen. Actually,
the case of discrimination
began last summer. Though
the New Statesman of Lon-
don did not report it then,
its ‘correspondent, John Mor-
gan, finally got around, this
Feb. 22, to describing his
experiences last summer.

“The Africans were popu-
lar' with - Bulgar girls . . .
One July night a murderous

By PETER MALLORY

fight broke out.at a restau-
rant when some of - these
boys expressed their atti-
tudes, snatched an African
away from a girl’ and
punched him . . By all
accounts the brawl was: fero-
cious; at least a number of
bodies were carried away . . .
Africans were invited to
swing from branch to branch
down the Boulevard Rouski,
were derisively offered ban-
anas. at the vast TSUM
stores. in the heart of the
capital city.”

The incidents were
guieted down until the
African students began to
organize themselves  into
a Pan-African Students
Union., The Bulgarian
Government objected. The
Africans then opposed the
totalitarianism of the Com-
munist Party and the so-
called Fatherland Front. -
Not only did the Bulgar-
ian Government then
refuse the independent
organization of students
but called it “fascigt or
anti-popular inclinations.”
The leaders of the Pan-
African Student{ Union
were taken into custody.
It was.-during the demon-
stration of the rest of the
African students agaiast
the arrest of their leaders
that the attack by the mili-
tiamen  occured.

The students now talk of
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Afrlcan Students Attacked in Bulgarla

the fact that, besides the

abuse and attacts on them, .

there have been all sorts of
kangaroo .courts
“Comrades Courts” set up
to deal with so-called “anti-
social manifestations’ -on the
part of African students who
would not willingly let the
Bulgarian version of Com-
munism be stuffed down
their -throats. Finally, they
point out that there are
many inequities in the wuni-
versity - since children of
“Heroes of Socialist Labour”
need -not pass university
examinations to get in, yet
these privileged  “students”
went around -passing - re-
marks like “black monkey”
at social gatherings.

The last straw after the
attack and arrests came
when the hundreds of Afri-
can students began leaving
Bulgaria, but other hun-
dreds, still trying to get out,
could not. Thus 70 students’
from Kenya have been tiry-
ing to leave, but have been
denjed a visa and {raveling
money. Fifty students ar-
rived in Vienna  recently
with the help of the Austrian
Students  Association and

told of the difficulties of the .

remaining students.

REMEMBER—AFRICA
- FREEDOM DAY—
APRIL 15

Michigan’s New
G.0.P. Constitution

A - Romney-inspired, Re-
publican-backed new Con-
stitution is up for approval
by the voters of Michigan on
April 1. Framed under rules
which guarantee domination
of the state by a Republican
minority, it continues to give
vacant land in. the wupper
peninsula the same voting
rights as the industrial
cities of the state.

The Constitution elimin-
ates 'some state officers from
being elected by the people
and - makes them officers
appointed by the Governor.

While everyone recognizes
that the Republican policy
of financing the state
through sales taxes on beer,
whiskey, cigarettes and gas-
oline, which hit workers
hardest, has solved nothing
in the past, the new Consti-

%0000000000000000000000;

Nothing demonstrates this more
clearly than the break-up of
the Common Market which
prought-defeat to Britain’s entry,
a Britain through which Ken-
nedy hoped to exercise his own
leadership of the Western world
in his quest for world domina-
tion.

This impotence of capitalism
to solve the crises that it has
produced and that have brought‘
the world to the brink of nu-
clear annihilation stands in
sharp contrast to the deter-
mined activity of the workers.

At the end of January there
were no less than 20 major
strikes in which Administra-
tion mediators were involved
and this is in addition to hun-
dreds of others that are taking
place across the nation.

The voices of the workers
ring loud and clear through
their actions. They know the
way to sanity in the world can
only come through sanity in
production which they are de-
manding., They are now saying
much: they will have much
more ta say:
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tution makes it illegal for
the legislature to pass a
graduated state incomie tax,
which is the only logical way
to finance the state.

The civil rights sections
of the Constitution are a
step backwards, Provisions
for search and seizure main-
tain antiquated provisions
which both fail to safeguard
individuals and violate the
United States Constitution.
Legislative committees.  can
suspend the rules of admin-
istrative bodies, rendering
the state F.EP.C. even more
ineffective than it is now.

The right of people who
rent property to vote on
bond issues is denied, mak-
ing the owning of property a
pre-condition for voting: on
these issues.

The Governor is given the
right to reduce expenditures
for vital services such as
public health, safety, wel-
fare and education if reven-
ues fall below - estimates.

it possible for the Governor
to organize, reorganize and
manipulate state boards: and
commissions to suit his own
political purposes.

On the whole, the new
Constitution is designed: pri-
marily to continue the Tule
of a minority of residents
and Dbig-business over  the
will - of the majority in the
big cities like Detroit.

The Constitution should
be rejected by the volers.
Labor and Negro organiza-
tions to do just that, while
the Republicans are banking
on the hope that a non-presi-
dential - election: year will
bring out few voters, .

Latin America

Much has been made of
the need to develop the
economies of the Latin
American countries with “Al-
liance for Progress” funds.
Yet if the funds of the Latin
American capitalists were :re-
tained and uséd for this pur-
pose, there would be: little

Other new- provisions make -

need for the U. S. Govern-
ment to foot the bill.

South American capitalists
have over $11 billion salted
away in U.S., Swiss and Eu-
ropean banks or invested in
the European Common Mar-
ket. It is estimated that they
withdraw $800 million every
year to invest . outside of
Latin America. At the-same

time, the World Bank made

loans in South America to
the tune of about $325 mil-
lion—on top of $1 billion in
“U.8. aid.” Private U.S. capi-
talists invested $144 million
and withdrew $37 million.
An example of the favored
treatment which U.S. capital-
ists receive in Brazil was the
recent “nationalization” of a
section of the International
Telephone and Telegraph Co.
holdings. Not only was the
company promised full resti-
tution  for the properties,
they were guaranteed against
future inflation and granted
a huge loan to expand their

activities in other parts of

the country. To pay for it a
special tax on grain was
passed which will raise the
price on a loaf of bread by
700%.

Nazi Speaks

. Former Grand Admiral
Karl Doenitz, a convicted
Nazi war criminal who served
10 years, is free and speak-
ing before school children—
voicing his pro-Hitler views
under the Adenauer Govern-
ment of West Germany.

Doenitz spoke before 300
high school children at. the
invitation of the faculty of a
Geesthatch high school.
Showing no regret for his
crimes as commander of the
German U-boat squadrons
during World War II, Doenitz
complained that Hitler made
a grave mistake when he re-
fused to build even more U-
boats before the war.

The government of West
Germany and the school sys-
tem are full of these: Nazis,
who are “ex’s” by Adenau-
er’s decree.
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