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(EDITOR'S NOTE: We are naturally very proud to announce 
the new Italian edition of Marxism and Freedom. However, the 
publisher, La Nuova Italia in Florence, ielt that a preface by 
Gaetano Arfe, co-editor of Rome's Mondo Operaio (Workers 
World), wag preferable (see excerpts, P. 8>. We feel the special 
introduction that had been written by the author, Raya Duna-
yeyskaya, is of the greatest importance. I am therefore giving 
over my column space to print it in full..—Charles Denby) 

* * * 
Italian history is filled with instances in which it anticipator! 

the future development of humanity. When other nations Were 
still in the dark regions of the Middle Ages, Italian cities had 
already opened the epoch of the Renaissance. Frederick Engels, 
the lifelong collaborator of Karl Marx, found time in his address 
to the Italian Socialist Party to refer to Dante as "the first 
universal man of our modern era." Marx himself singled out the 
Florentine, Buonarotti, as the one who extended the ideas of 
the French Revolution. 

"The revolutionary movement which began in 1789 in Cercle 
Social, which, in the middle of its course, had as its chief repre­
sentatives Leclerc and Roux, and which was temporarily defeated 
with Babeuf's Conspiracy (of the Equals) brought forth the 
communist idea which Babeuf's friend, Buonarotti, reintroduced 
into France after the Revolution of 1830.'' 
REVOLT—AND FASCISM 

At the beginning of the 20th century Italy, despite its late­
ness in achieving national unity, leaped forward to a mass 
socialist movement which outstripped all other countries, with 
the sole exception of Germany. This is the more impressive when 
one considers that Germany was technologically the most ad­
vanced country while the Italian economy was the most retarded 
in Western Europe. Italian Socialism was further distinguished by 
the fact that its members were not only factory workers and 
intellectuals, but peasants and agricultural workers. For one 
brief moment in world history, in 1920, the whole center of the 
European revolutions shifted to Milan and Turin. 

But, in its death agony, Italian capitalism won a respite by 
exuding fascism. World War II, however, gave the lie to the 
malicious slander that the Italian people had been brainwashed 
by fascism. The truth is the exact opposite. The very generation 
that was reared under fascism comprised the backbone of the 
Partisans. Nor did the Italian people allow the monarchy to 
cover its complicity with fascism simply by changing sides in 
the midst of war. After 20 years of fascist rule the Italian 
workers went straightaway to take destiny into their own hands. 
In Milan and Turin the workers occupied the factories, saved 
them from Nazi vandalism, and, reinforced by the Partisan 
brigades, tried to reorganize society on entirely new founda­
tions. But the Communist Party policy which followed the 
Kremlin line ordered the committees to hand over their power 
to a "Popular Front Government." 
ITALIANS KNOW COMMUNIST BETRAYAL 

If the Italian workers mistake Communist totalitarianism 
for Marxist liberation, it is because the Communist Party is not 
in power in Italy and therefore the Italians do not know this 
party as the workers: in Russia and the satellites know it— 
as their exploiter and oppressor. But the Italian people are not 
without experiences of their own, including the sight of the 
Communists voting with De Gaspari to incorporate in the 
republican constitution the Lateran pact made by Mussolini with 
the Vatican. The fully counter-revolutionary role of Russian 
Communism was first clearly seen in Western Europe when it 
brutally suppressed the Hungarian Revolution and its Workers' 
Councils. Thousands upon thousands of members of the Italian 
Communist Party tore up their membership cards. 

No one is asked to put blinders on and fail to recognize 
that the Italian Communist Party, with a little less than two 
million members, is still the largest in Western Europe. Neither 
should one forget the fact that the social composition of the 
Italian CP has undergone a change, and that inevitably the 
deepest layers of the Italian workers will come into conflict 
With the Communist bureaucrats, topped by Togliatti and his 
cohorts. The polarizing forces which would attract the Italian 
workers away from the Communist stranglehold can be nothing 
short of a total philosophy in the full tradition of Marxist 
Humanism. 

Kennedy, Khrushchev Move to 
Line Up Their Respective Orbits 

The Nassau Conference of President Kennedy and Prime Minister Macmillan, 
held Dec. 18 to Dec. 21, served notice to the whole world that Kennedy intends to 
establish United States domination and supremacy over her orbit once and for all— 
and set the tone for 1963 in an alarming manner. \ . 

Kennedy's second year in office—1962—was not only a year climaxed by the 
crisis over Cuba on October 22, but was a year in which every crisis had become 
part of the step-by-step, routine buildup— on both sides of the Iron Courtain—for the 
destruction of humanity in a nuclear global war. MISSILES AT 

" ' «>CUT RATE PRICES 
The Nassau Pact—while "ad­

vertised" as the grand design 
of the United States to decrease 
the likelihood of nuclear war 
by preventing the creation of 
"six or seven nuclear powers 
in Europe," as Kennedy put it 

\ \ \ —has, in fact, only increased the 
dangers of world holocaust by 
making nuclear armament a 
multilateral affair at "cut-rate" 
prices so long as it is under 
NATO control. By the terms 
of the Pact, the U.S. would sup­
ply both Britain and' France 
with Polaris missiles, which 
they would then arm with their 
own nuclear war-heads, and 
eventually incorporate into a 
super-national NATO nuclear 
force — whose supreme com­
mander has always been an 
American. 
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YOUTH, WORKERS POSE PHILOSOPHIC QUESTIONS 
The totality of the world crisis compels the re-examination 

which guide man's practice. Two of the ways in which the 
maturity of our age helps this re-evaluation are the following: 
1) the youth are searching intensely for a road out of a world 
they did not make; and 2) the working class is beginning to pose 
questions of great philosophic importance. In this respect the 
American workers, confronted With Automation in a way that 
Europe is not yet faced, have an important contribution to make. 
Automation, the ultimate in machine production which has 
dominated man has by now created mass unemplovment as a 
permanent feature. Thereby it has raised the relationship of 
the employed to the unemployed to alienated labor. Specifically 
the American workers are grappling with the following ques­
tions: What kind of labor should man perform? Why should 
science be allowed to do all our thinking for us when it cannot 
put a man to work, although it can send him up to the moon' 
Can't the division between mental and manual labor bo 
abolished? 

Excerpts From the Preface 
Published in the New Edition 

The intellectuals cannot forever remain insensitive to 
these impulses from below which go to make up a veritable 
movement from practice to theory. 
MARXISM SHEDS LIGHT ON CRISIS 

^We live in "a birth-time of history and a period of transition" 
such as characterized the age in which Marx lived. Only ours is 
of truly world-wide scope where not only Western Civilization 
but that of the Orient and the people of Africa are blazing forth 
a new trail to freedom. Our epoch has been correctly designated 

(Continued on Page 8) 

By GAETANO ARFE 

There was a time in Italy—a; 
long period—in which the ide­
ological discussion within the 
socialist movement had an 
ample, continuous and lively, 
development, not always with 
clear-sightedness or originality 
of thought, but always with a 
sincere desire for truth and 
with courageous impartiality. 
Whatever issues we discussed 
and debated . . . we debated 
within an atmosphere which was 
not poisoned by suspicions and 
slander. Reformists of right and 
of the left, revolutionary syn­
dicalists, pure and "impure" 
Maximalists, evolutionists and 
voluntarists, orthodox and fac* 
tionalistic communists, all kept 
open a wide and free discussion 
whose threads have, unfortun­
ately, been cut off for more 
than a decade now, and whose 
echoes in political life are now 
silent . . . 

The Marxism of that era wit­
nessed such a great and varied 
growth because that develop­
ment took place in an atmos­
phere of internal freedom, in 

the absence of a crystallized 
orthodoxy and unchallengeable 
authority which would have 
"supervised" it by destroying 
and excommunicating all here­
tics. 

The consequences of this au­
thoritarian involution in the 
ideological discussion are mani­
fest as soon as one examines the 
state of affairs in Italy today, 
more than fifteen years after 
the Liberation, . . . 

Marxism can still be shown to 
have survived through time, to 
be capable of new original de­
velopments on the basis of many 
decades of historical experience 
of enormous importance, but 
only on the condition that the 
debate, however bitter it may 
be, shall take place in an atmos­
phere free from the poison of 
insinuation and calumny, and on 
the condition that the tactics of 
silence with which, for lack of 
anything better, bothersome 
criticism is suffocated, is re­
pudiated. 

It will not he easy to achieve 
so much even if, today, the situ­
ation is improved in respect to 

Continued on Page 8 

The "bargain-Dasement" 
approach and the blunt, busi­
ness-like way the terms were 
set forth underlines the speed 
with which Kennedy wants 
Europe efficiently armed and 
ready. It is precisely what re­
veals the closeness of the war 
each side is preparing for. 

The assertion of American 
leadership over the "Atlantic 
Community" has had two as­
pects. In his famous Fourth of 
July speech in Philadelphia 
last year, Kennedy called for 
a "concrete Atlantic partner­
ship" based on a "declaration 
of interdependence . . . between 
the new union now emerging 
in Europe and the old American 
union founded here 175 years 
ago." It was not long before 
it became clear that the part­
nership Kennedy was talking 
about was to be one in which 
America would be the senior 
partner, and Europe would have 
to be the silent partner. Thus, 
for all the talk of "partnership," 
when THE crisis finally came 
on October 22, Kennedy made 
his decisions unilaterally, con­
sulting no one. 

UNILATERAL 
MULTILATERALISM 

The growing arrogance of 
Kennedy's manner was nowhere 
more evident than in the TV 
interview he held with news­
men summarizing his first two 
years in office. He said blunt­
ly that he didn't see much to 
warrant any further meeting 
with Khrushchev at this point. 
He showed his obvious im­
patience with Britain and Eu­
rope on the matter of defense. 
He complained that the United 
States has been carrying the 
whole burden for 17 years—• 
giving Europe back their "pros­
perity" with the Marshall Plan 
while they haven't even been 
willing to accept Britain into 
their Common Market. It was 
clear that Kennedy intended to 
set the line for everybody. It 
was likewise clear that much 
as they might not like it, every­
body would have to swallow it. 

DeGaulle, whose arrogance, 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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Then and Now 

Article Creates 
Much Dissention 

By the Old-Timer 
(Employed as a postal clerk in 

Denver, Colo., at the end of World 
War I, the Old-Timer creates a 
furor by writing an article blasting 
racial discrimination, and intended 
for publication in the nationally 
circulated Postal Worker. The arti­
cle continues.) 

I have forgotten his name 
long since, but the local repre­
sentative of the Postal Worker 
at the time was a pleasant, 
broad-minded, sincere city car­
rier, who congratulated me on 
my article. He said that it was 
rare for an ordinary member 
to write for the paper, and 
when one did it made him feel 
happy. He would see that it got 
published. 

Somehow or other the article 
made the rounds long before it 
got to the Postal Worker. The 
membership, the union officers, 
the personnel of the Denver 
Office, both day and night 
workers, read it, discussed it, 
and made conclusions about it 
and about whether or not it 
should be published. 

Pressures were' brought to 
bear on the local representative 
of the Postal Worker from both 
those who wanted the article 
published and those who feared 
its publication would lead to an 
investigation by federal authori­
ties,. The man told me he would 
resign as local editor rather 
than do anything to keep the 
article from being published. 
He did resign as local repre­
sentative of the paper, but at 
the same time maintained that 
the article should be published. 
PRESSURE APPLIED 

Until the next union member­
ship meeting took place, the 
pressures were brought to bear 
on the local's officers and on 
me. I was working on the' night 
shift on incoming parcel post 
in the basement with "Swede" 
Larsen, a former sailor, when 
a delegation of four or five of 
my night shift buddies from up­
stairs decided that discussion 
had gone its length and that 
direct action was necessary. 

Certain Post Office person­
nel had done some effective 
agitating before the clerks re­
ferred to here came down to 
more than see me. They didn't 
ask me to change the article, 
they told me to. 

I told them that to the best 
of my abilities I had presented 
facts and that I could not alter 
facts without changing the 
meaning of the article, and that 
until and unless they could 
show me" wherein the facts were 
wrong, the article would have 
to remain intact, even if this 
meant the breaking of my neck 
or the pummeling of my body. 
I told them that such an act 
would defeat its own purpose, 
since it would certainly pro­
voke a scandal—the very thing 
they were afraid of anyhow. 
A FIGHTER 

The delegation looked at 
each other. I do not recall any­
one of theni uttering a word at 
this juncture. They went back 
upstairs. The Swede and I pro­
ceeded with our work as if 
nothing had happened. 

The one who had spoken up 
for the delegation spoke up at 
the membership meeting of the 
local union when the question 
of replacing the representative 
of the Postal Worker became 
the order of the day. Much to 
the surprise of nearly everyone 
(including me) he nominated 
me for the job with the follow­
ing brief speech: "Anyone who 
will fight like him for those 
poor black devils will fight for 
us too.'' 

I declined the nomination, 
not because' of dread to accept 
the responsibility of local edi­
tor, but because—as I explain­
ed before the local meeting:— 
I was loaded down with studies 
at the University of Denver. I 
did want to make my grade's. 

The Quandary of Britain 
By H a r r y McShane 

Glasgow, Sco t l and—The 
recen t r e m a r k s b y Dean 
Acheson r ega rd ing Br i ta in ' s 
ro le in t h e wor ld d id m o r e 
good t h a n h a r m . W h a t h e 
said h igh l igh ted a posi t ion 
of wh ich m a n y in this coun­
t ry w e r e , only v a g u e l y 
a w a r e . T h e P r i m e Minis ter , 
in a ha l f -hea r t ed rep ly , r e ­
fe r red to some i m p o r t a n t 
even t s in Br i t i sh h is tory , 
bu t ' h is h u r r i e d visi ts to 
DeGau l l e a n d K e n n e d y 
w e r e ev idence of h o w wel l 
h e real izes t h e s i tua t ion in 
w h i c h Br i t a in f inds herself. 
I t exp la ins h is despera t ion 
to b r i n g Br i t a in in to t h e 
C o m m o n Marke t . 

It is a considerable time since 
the British Government showed 
such signs of alarm as it is 
doing at the present moment. 
Despite all the measures taken 
to improve the economic posi­
tion of the country, the num­
ber of unemployed continues to 
increase. For the sixth time 
since April, last year, the Gov­
ernment has reduced the in­
terest on loans. It has brought 
down purchase-tax rates and 
now proposes to raise the bene­
fits to the unemployed and the 
old-age pensioners. Despite all 
these measures, it seems cer­
tain t h a t t h e unemployment 
figures will continue to increase 
in the coming months. 
THE LABOUR LEADERS 

The careerist politicians on 
the Labour side are rubbing 
their hands with glee. Hugh 
Gaitskell decided to visit the 
areas affected by serious unem­
ployment. He cannot go because 
of an attack of pleurisy. His 
place will be taken by George 
Brown, the deputy leader of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party. 
This man talks a lot, but he 
will not, and cannot, promise 
that a Labour Government will 
solve the unemployment prob­
lem. 

Apart from the fact that it is 
a world problem, it is inevitable 
in the society we live in, and the 
Labour Party cannot, even if it 
so desired, do anything about it. 

If only the workers will look 
to Parliament for a solution, 
and do nothing about it them­
selves, both Macmillan and 
Gaitskell will be very happy. 
The trade union leaders are 
working on various Government 
bodies with the aim of securing 
increased production. Some of 
them are asking that ships be 
scrapped so that workers will 
be employed building new ones 
to take their place, more speed­
ily than ever before. 
THE WORKERS WILL ACT 

The trade union leaders are 
unanimous in their condemna­
tion of unofficial strikes, even 
strikes against redundancy. The 
Communist Party, in a resolu­
tion to be submitted to its Con­
gress at Easter, wants to tie 
the shop stewards closely to the 
official trade union machine, 

panied by deterioration in the 
Labor Movement. This does not 
mean that the position is hope­
less. The lessons of past strug­
gles have not been lost on the 
British workers. They will find 

ON THE LINE 

Another Glass Job Death 
At Chrysler Highland Park 

Detroit—For the second time we are forced to 
write about the Glass Department at the Chrysler High-

.. . , . „ .. , land Park Plant. The reason is the same, another 
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in other parts of the world. holiday season. 
The present position cannot 

continue for long. The outcome 
will vindicate the stand taken 
by Marxist-Humanists. Events 
show our analysis to be cor­
rect. That strengthens our con­
fidence in the coming of the 
new society. 

< $ > -
The workers in the depart­

ment, as well as others in the 
plant, are excited, angry and 
deeply concerned. These work­
ers in Department 9848 have 
ceaselessly demanded of both 
the company and the union to 
clear up any possible dangers, 

British Worker Reports 

Hideous Production l ine 
Conditions at Ford Plant 
London, England — The 

sorry state of affairs at 
Ford's still drags on. The 
company has just reported 
a boom year, production 
up, profits up. Yet they 
still want more blood from 
their workers. 

At first, 700 workers were 
to be laid off. All the men in 
the P.T.A. plant who had only 
a year or two before becom­
ing due for superanuation (be­
ing pensioned off), shop stew­
ards, all "obstructionists," etc., 
were to be sacked. The men 
returned to work after a nine-
day strike, feeling dejected. 

UNION LEADERS 
BLAST STRIKERS 

The men were all ready for 
battle. I told my friends I 
didn't think there would be any 
official strike and that the 
unions would sell their mem­
bers at any price to keep pro­
duction going. At the time 
they weren't quite convinced, 
in spite of AEU leader Carron 
and NUGMW Mathews attacks 
and villification of the men 
when they walked out, before 
even hearing the men's case. 

We hear that AEU Boss 
C a r r o n has now been 
knighted and is now Sir 
Carron- Mathews of the 
NUGMW has got himself a 
plum job as a personnel 
relations advisor in indus­
try, apart from the fat pen­
sion salary he receives from 
the NUGMW. I wonder how 
members of that union feel 
about their union subs help­
ing to make a least one seat 
"on the board" even softer. 
Maybe a union officer's fan­
ny is more delicate. After 
all, that's where he has his 
brains. 

Although the shop stewards 
committees still call for an of­
ficial strike, union leaders 
keep talking. This in my opin­
ion is because Fords dropped 

and opposes action by the shop I a d ! ? * f J h e y
T
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stewards themselves. It is clear! w o u l d s l / c k e n - I n s

f
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•that the existing parties have ^ * ? ± » ™ ? * °l}h?J™ 
nothing to offer the workers. j 

It is obvious that the decline 
of capitalist Britain is accom-

men were recalled and scores 
of new men taken on. 

Discipline has been tighten-
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ed in the P.T.A. department. 
37 men, 12 of whom are shop 
stewards and committeemen, 
and the other 25 men 55 to 
65 years old, due for pension 
soon, are still out on the coals. 
Although the company pays the 
men 11—10—10 per week while 
their future is decided on, it 
is clear that Fords is; getting 
its money's worth, as these 
men, focal points of workers' 
resistance to slavery, are ren­
dered impotent and Fords can 
use the workers unmercifully. 

VICIOUS PRODUCTION 
INHUMANITY 

One instance I heard of in 
PTA department was how one 
man, having received a head 
injury at work, was refused 
permission to go for first aid 
t r e a t m e n t . Dazed and in 
agony, he carried on working, 
blood running down his head 
and neck. After a While he 
couldn't stand it any more and 
went to the First Aid unit 
where he had three stitches in­
serted in his wound. On re­
turning to his line he was taken 
to the supervisor's office and 
given his cards. He was told 
he was being sacked for "leav­
ing the line without permis­
sion." 

Requests for relief to visit 
the toilet are denied. Some de­
partments are more strict than 
others in this. Men have to 
work in agony because a quick 
dash to the urinals means the 
sack. One man, after two 
hours of misery, his bladder 
nigh on bursting, just Urinated 
on the floor because he couldn't 
hold out any longer. He got 
the sack there and then. 

Speed up is worse. At one 
time, after clocking out we 
would run like the devil to get 
out of the factory. We were out 
the gates faster than it takes 
to corrupt a union official. 
NOW, our legs ache, our backs 
ache, and a steady walk—as 
fast as we can—is ail that is 
possible. A full day's slavery 
takes all the go out of one. 

ALL LEFT JOBS 
In spite of the hideous at­

tempts at animalizing human 
beings, we still have a bit of 
pride. "Crooking" the job is 
commonplace. More repairs and 
old rubbish comes off the line 
than ever before. 

Recently in one department, 
the men's tea break was cut 
from ten to eight minutes. So 
they all shot off to lunch break 
two minutes early- It was spon­
taneous; every man had the 
same idea. Other sections near­
by thought there was a strike 
or something wrong, so they 
all left their jobs at the same 
time. 

The supervisor was furious, 
but the deed was done. May­
be he thought it healthier for 
him to pass off the incident, 
for he took no action against 
the men. 

to make the job safe for human 
beings to work and live out 
their lives in a peaceful and 
orderly manner. 

By now it's reasonable to 
conclude that the Chrysler 
Corp. is deaf to the appeals of 
the workers, while the union 
representatives continue to say 
what they are going to do — 
but do nothing. 
DANGEROUS SOLUTION 

The workers in Department 
9848 are worried about the 
solution in the tanks that the 
rubber stripping is placed in to 
soften it for molding around 
the wing vent window. This 
c h e m i c a l solution gives off 
vapors, especially when it be­
comes stagnant, and workers on 
the glass job say the ventila­
tion does not take the vapors 
off, but rather spreads it over 
the department. 

The solution is so powerful 
that it can take the skin off o>f 
the hands of workers if they 
are not protected. 

Before, the company only had 
two large solution tanks on the 
job. They have added several 
more smaller ones, which also 
added more problems on the 
question of the solution and 
the gases and vapors ascending 
from them. 
DESTROY EVIDENCE 

After the death of the last 
worker, the union was talking 
about calling in State Safety 
inspectors. The company heard 
about it, and drained the tanks, 
replacing the solution. 

"They just got rid of the 
evidence," said one w o r k e r , 
"and it was so easy for them 
to do." 

The thing about this work 
that makes it so tough is that 
it is a high-production job. 
Everywhere in the plant that 
is a high-prcduction area you 
can be sure of two t h i n g s : 
safety goes out the window and 
the speed-up is man-killing. 

"If that had been a woman 
that died instead of a man," 
another worker angrily stated, 
"we could have forced the com­
pany and union to do some­
thing. I don't know why there 
should be any difference if it's 
a man or woman, life is prec­
ious to everyone. But somehow 
there isn't the same feeling 
about it if it's a man that keels 
over. And one thing is for sure, 
if we don't get together and 
do something about this our­
selves, nothing is going to be 
done." 
CLEAN FOR SUPER 

This is certainly true, and 
the hypocrisy of safety in the 
plant can be seen clearly from 
what is going on in one aisle 
in Plant 3. The superintendent 
over the whole p l a n t walks 
down this aisle every day, going 
from his office to the executive 
restaurant. There is one man 
on a machine s c r a p e r who 
scrapes that one aisle clean 
every day. It's become a joke to 
the workers, who keep making 
cracks, wondering how long the 
floor is going to hold up under 
this scraping. But the aisle is 
kept spic and span — for the 
superintendent. 

For the workers, however, 
it's an entirely different story. 
In the machine shop, for ex­
ample, it's filthy, with oil, scrap 
and dirt all over the place. 
Nothing is done about this area. 

But here's an idea for work­
ers who want a clean place •— 
just convince the superintend­
ent that he should come down 
your aisle on his way to the 
executive restaurant. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

Emancipation Proclamation -100 Years After 
American Civilization on Trial 

STATEMM OF THE NATIONAL EDITORIAL BOARD 

Part 1 
The Compelling 
Issues at Stake 

American Civilization is identified in the con­
sciousness of the world with three phases in the 
development of its history. 

The first is the Declaration of Independence and 
the freedom of the thirteen American colonies from 
British Imperial rule. 

The second is the Civil War, which, though it 
"sounded the tocsin for the European working 
class", (1) itself remained so unfinished a revolu­
tion that, to this day, the Emancipation Proclama­
tion has as great an air of unreality about it as it 
had on the day, January 1, 100 ye&rs ago, when 
it was first proclaimed. 

The third is mass production and world power 
which is presently being challenged by the coun­
try that broke America's nuclear monopoly — Rus­
sia — and which makes an atomic holocaust very 
real. 

The Negroes' Vanguard Role 
So persistent, intense, continuous, and ever-

present has been the self-activity of the Negro, be­
fore and after the Civil War, before and after World 
War 1, before, during, and after World War II, that 
the second of the three historic landmarks in the 
development of American Civilization has become 
the gauge by which the others are! judged. Thus 
Little Rock reverberated around the world with 
the speed of Sputnik I, equally with it shared world 
headlines in 1957, and more effectively than it, 
gave the lie to the American claims of superiority 
and democracy. 

President Kennedy asked that this entire year, 
1963, the' centennial of the Emancipation Proclama­
tion, be devoted to its celebration. Cliches strutted 
out for ceremonial occasions cannot, however, hide 
today's truth. Because the role of the Negro re­
mains the touchstone of American Civilization— 
and his struggle for equal rights today belies their 
existence—paeans of praise for the Emancipation 
Proclamation can neither whitewash the present 
sorry state of democracy in the United States, nor 
rewrite the history of the past as if Abraham Lin­
coln would have issued that Proclamation had the 
Southern secessionists not been winning the bat­
tles and the Negro not been pounding down the 
doors of the? Northern armies demanding the right 
to fight. 

The Civil War remains the still unfinished revo­
lution 100 years after, as the United States is losing 
the global struggle for the minds of men. 

By 1960, the year when no less than 16 new 
African nations gained their independence, the 
activities, of the American Negroes had developed 
from the Montgomery, Alabama, Bus Boycott in 
1956, the year of the Hungarian Revolution, to 
the Sit- ins, Wade-Ins, Dwell-Ins, North and 
South. By 1961 it reached a climax with the Free­
dom Rides to Mississippi. This self activity has not 
only further impressed itself upon the world's 
consciousness, but also reached back into white 
America's consciousness. The result has been that 
even astronaut Walter Schirra's 1962 spectacular 
six orbital flight became subordinate to the courage 
of James Meredith's entry into the University of 
Mississippi. 

In a word, the new human dimension attained 
through an oppressed people's genius in the strug­
gle for freedom, nationally and internationally, 
rather than either scientific achievement, or an 
Individual hero, became the measure of men in 
action and thought, white and Negro, on a national 
as well as international scale. It has always been 
so: the inner conflict has made the Civil War tower 
above the first American Revolution which achieved 
freedom from outside, foreign rule. 

The vanguard role of an oppressed people has 
also put white labor in mass production to the 
test. And it has put a question mark over the con­
tinuous technological revolutions, brought to a 
climax with Automation and nuclear power. For, 
without an underlying philosophy, neither the ma­
chine revolutions nor the splitting of the atom can 
produce anything but fear—fear of unemployment 
in the one case and fear of war in the other. 

As was evident by the Negro's attitude in World 
War II, nothing can stop him from being the bit­
terest enemy of the existing society. In the midst 
of the war, the Negro broke out in a series of 
demonstrations in Chicago, Detroit, New York as 
Well as at army camps. Along with the miners' 
general strike that same year, these were the first 
instances in United States history when both labor, 
White and Negro, and the Negro as the discrimi-
nated-against minority, refused to call a halt either 
to the class- struggle or the struggle for equal 

'rights. Both forces challenged their own State as 

"Back in 1831, when the 
LIBERATOR was f o u n d e d , 
William Lloyd Garrison chose 
for its banner, "The world is 
my country.' What was then a 
wish is t o d a y a necessity. 
What was the center of the 
struggle then — the abolition 
of slavery—now encompasses 
man's inhumanity to man in 
all his other dimensions. Short 
of a new human dimension, 
we will retrogress to the times 
of those slave revolts. It is for 
this reason we have repro­
duced, on page 1, the great 
leader of Negro slave revolt, 
Nat Turner. These are the 
true traditions of the freedom 
fighters of today, white and 
Negro. No need for eloquence 
for those abroad. What is 
needed is freedom HERE." 

OLD ENGRAVING from the 
Schomburg Collection in New 
York City, depicts the discovery 
of Negro slave revolt leader, Nat 
Turner, in 1831. 

How Much Has The South Changed? 

Picture and Editorial Excerpt Reprinted from News & Letters, October, 1962. 

well as Communist propagandists who had declared 
the imperialist war to have become one of "national 
liberation" which demanded subordination to it of 
all other struggles. 

Birth of Abolitionism 
Despite the mountains of books on the Civil 

War, there is yet to be a definitive one on that sub­
ject. None is in prospect in capitalist America. 
Indeed it is an impossibility so long as the activity 
of the Negro in shaping American Civilization re­
mains a blank in the minds of the academic his­
torians. The bourgeois historian is blind not only 
to the role of the Negro but to that of the white 
Abolitionists. Mainly unrecorded by all standard 
historians, and hermetically sealed off from their 
power of comprehension, lie three decades of 
Abolitionist struggle of whites and Negroes that 
preceded the Civil War and made that irrepressible 
conflict inevitable. Yet these are the decades when 
the crucible out of which the first great indepen­
dent expression of American genius was forged. 

Except for songs like the undying ballad about 
John Brown's body lie's a'moldering in the grave, 
only passing references to the Abolitionist move­
ment appear. Clearly no unbridgeable gulf sepa­
rates this type of history-writing from totalitarian 
Russia's infamous rewriting of its revolutionary 
history. Literary historians, like Vernon L. Par-
rington in h i s Mate Currents in American 
Thought, did, it is true, recognize that the soil 
which produced a Ralph Waldo Emerson produced 
also a William Lloyd Garrison. 

Essayists like John Jay Chapman go a great deal 
further than Professor Parrington. He sides with 
the Abolitionist against the great literary writers 
comprising the Transcendentalists. "The Transcen-
dentalists," writes John Jay Chapman (2) "were sure 
of only one thing that society as constituted 
was all wrong. The slavery question had shaken 
man's faith in the durability of the Republic. It 
was therefore adjudged a highly dangerous sub­
ject . . . Mum was the word . . , from Maine to 
Georgia." 

To this he contrasts William Lloyd Garrison's 
ringing proclamation: "I will be as harsh as truth 
and as uncompromising as justice. On this subject 
(slavery) I do not wish to think, speak or write 
with moderation. I am in earnest — I will not 
equivocate — I will not capitulate — I will not re­
treat a single inch — AND I WILL BE HEARD!" 
(Emphasis William Lloyd Garrison's.) 

In the 1921 preface to his biography of Garri­
son, Chapman boldly claims "that the history of 
the United States between 1800 and 1860 will some 
day be rewritten with this man as its central 
figure." This certainly separates Chapman deci­
sively from the established historians who "analyze" 
Abolitionism as if it comprised a small group of 
fanatics removed from the mainstream of Ameri­
can Civilization. Chapman certainly believed the 
Abolitionists to be the true molders of history. 

Such writing, however, remains a history of great 
men instead of great masses of "common men." 

The Abolitionists, however, saw theftnselves dif­
ferently. The great New Englander, Wendell Phil­
lips, was fully aware of the fact that not only Negro 
leaders like Frederick Douglass or Harriet Tubman, 
but white Abolitionists like himself and even the 
founder of the LIBERATOR, William Lloyd Garri­
son, were "so tall" because they stood on the shoul­
ders of the actual mass movement of slaves follow­
ing the North Star to freedom. Without the con­
stant contact of the New England Abolitionists with 
the Negro mass, slave and free, they would have 
been nothing—and no one admitted it more freely 
than these leaders themselves. The Abolitionists 
felt that strongly because they found what great 
literary figures like Emerson, Thoreau, Hawthorne, 
Melville and Whitman did not find—the human 
force for the reconstruction of society. 

This is what armed them 100 years ago, with a 
more accurate measure of "the Great Emancipator" 
than those today, though the latter write with hind­
sight. This is what gave them the foresight to see 
that the Civil War may be won on the battlefield 
but lost in the more fundamental problem of re­
constructing the* life of the country. This is what 
led Karl Marx to say that a speech by Wendell 
Phillips was of "greater importance than a battle 
bulletin." (3) This is what led the great Abolitionist, 
after chattel slavery was ended, to come to the labor 
movement, vowing himself "willing to accept the 
final results of a principlfe so radical, such as the 
overthrow of the whole profit-making system, the 
extinction of all monopolies, the abolition of 
privileged classes . . . and best and grandest of all, 
the final obliteration of that foul stigma upon our 
so-called Christian civilization, the poverty of the 
masses . . . " 

The American Roots of Marxism 
The spontaneous affinity of ideas, the indepen­

dent working out of the problems of the age as 
manifested in one's own country, and the common 
goal made it inevitable that the paths of Karl 
Marx, who was to head the first International 
Workingmen's Association, headquartered in Lon­
don, and those of the American Abolitionists should 
cross. 

Deep indeed are the American roots of Marxism. 
Since Marxism is not only in books but in the daily 
lives of people, one must, to grasp its American 
roots, do more than inhabit ah ivory tower . Far, 
however, from hee'ding Wendell Phillips' admoni­
tion that "Never again be ours the fastidious 
scholarship that shrinks from rude contact with the 
masses", American intellectuals have so adamantly 
sought escape from reality that they have become 
more conservative than the politicians. To use an­
other expression of the great Phillips, "There is a 
class among us so conservative, that they are afraid 
the roof will come down if you sweep the cobwebs." 

This characterizes our age most accurately. It 
applied just as appropriately to the post-Populist 
end of a dream era as the country turned the corner 
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of a new century with racism rampant not only in 
the South but North because capitalism, now that 
it reached a new stage of monopoly, found it "sim­
ply liked the smell of empire." (4) By then Phil­
lips, and later Marx, were long since dead. 

Fortunately, however, Marxism, being a theory 
of liberation—not even the Communists who have 
usurped the banner of Marxism and transformed it 
into its opposite, (5) can change that—its human­
ism (6) springs ever anew in the activities of. today, 
and not only in the struggles of minorities, or on the 
production line, but on the campus. Youth have 
ever been in the forefront of liberation struggles. 

The Two-Way Road to 
African Revolutions 

Fully to understand today's activities—and that 
is the only meaningful way to celebrate the _cen-
tennial of the Emancipation Proclamation—we must 
turn to its roots in the past. This is not merely to 
put history aright. To know where one has been 
is one way of knowing where one is going. To be 
able to anticipate tomorrow one has to understand 
today. One example of the dual movement—the 
pull of the future on the present and its link to the 
past—is the relationship of the American Negro to 
the African Revolutions. Because it is easy enough 
to see that the United States Supreme Court which, 
in 1954, gave its decision on desegregation in 
schools is not the Court which, 100 years before 
proclaime'd the infamous Dred Scott decision, there 
are those who degrade today's self-activity of the 
Negro, as if it is not it—the self-activity—^but Ad­
ministration policy, which is changing the status 
of the American Negro. •> 

They point to the Cold War and the nee=d for 
America, in its contest with Russia, to win "the 
African mind." There is no doubt that the Cold 
War influenced the decision of the Supreme Court. 
Neither is there any doubt that the African Revolu­
tions were a boon to the Negro American struggles. 
But this is no one-way road. It never has been. 
For decades, if not for centuries, the self-activity 
Of the American Negro preceded and inspired the 
African Revolutions, its leaders as well as its ranks, 
its thoughts as well as its actions. The relationship 
is to and from Africa. It is a two-way road. This 
too we will see more clearly as we return to the 
past. Because both the present and the future have 
their roots in a philosophy of liberation which 
gives action its direction, it becomes imperative 
that we discover the historic link between philo­
sophy and action. 

I. Abolitionism, First Phase: From 
"Moral Suasion" to Harper's Ferry 

The African, brought here as slave against his 
will, played a decisive role in the shaping of 
American Civilization. 

Some (7) there are who feel it is wrong to begin 
the Negro's history in America with his arrival here 
as a slave in 1619 since he had reached these 
shores long before then—with the discovery of the 
new world, in fact, mainly as servants or, in some 
cases, in the entourage of the explorers them­
selves. It is certainly true that in the first quarter 
of the 17th century there' were as many as 10,000 
free Negroes in the United States. This is not the 
point, however. The point is that in slave revolts, 
first and foremost, in appeals of free Negroes, in 
the runaway slave being "conducted" North via the 
Underground Railway by fugitive ex-slaves, the 
Negro, free or slave, but especially slave, was deci­
sive in the course American development fol­
lowed. 

The Ambivalence of the 
Declaration of Independence 

It was the Negro's will to be free, not his alleged 
docility, that inspired the first draft of the Declara­
tion of Independence in which Thomas Jefferson 
lashed out against King George III for conducting a 
"cruel war against human nature itself, violating 
its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the 
persons of a distant people who never offended 
him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in 
another hemisphere ' . . ." 

Upon the insistence of the Southern delegation 
at the Continental Congress, this paragraph was 
stricken from the Declaration. In this first burial 
of full freedom's call lies imbedded the social 
conflict which parades under the cloak of "state's 
rights" and bears the barbarous visage of Governor 
Ross Barnett of Mississippi. 

All the same, though the concrete was expunged 
from the' Declaration of Independence so that its 
abstractions of freedom could fit the context of 
a slave society, so overpowering were its implica­
tions that it sounded alike the tocsin for the Euro­
pean revolutions of the late' 18th century and the 
continuous revolts in this country, whether that 
of Shay's Rebellion of free farmers in Massachu­
setts, or the beginnings of independent working-
meta's parties in Philadelphia and New York, or 
slave revolts in the South. The constant stream 
of runaways played a key role in impelling civil 
war. Ross Barnett's predecessor in office 100 years 
back, Governor Quitmar, complained that between 
1800-1860 the South had lost more than 100,000 
slaves, valued at 30 million dollars. __ 

The cotton gin had signalled not only the con­
tinuance of slavery in the 1790's, but the grafting 
upon it at the turn of the 19th century, of all the 
added evils of commercial capitalism. The decade 
of 1820-1830 marked the birth of industrial capi­
talism so that Cotton was now King not only in 
the plantation economy, and in trade, but in New 
England textile and industry and politics in general. 
Cotton as King made" and unmade presidents and 
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induced so great a national conspiracy of silence 
that it poisoned the young democracy. As Wendell 
Phillips put it, "Cotton fibre was a rod of empire 
such as Caesar never wielded. It fattened into 
obedience pulpit and rostrum, court, market-place 
and college and lashed New York and Chicago to 
its chair of State.!' 

Yet, by sharpening antagonisms and social con­
flicts, "the cotton fibre'' produced the most glori­
ous page in American history, that written by the 
Abolitionists. 

Negro Slave Revolts had reached a certain stage 
with Denmark Vesey in 1824 which led to a new ap­
proach to the attempts to gain freedom. An Under­
ground Railway, which was neither underground 
nor a railway, was organized in 1825, to conduct 
runaway slaves to freedom in the North and in 
Canada. The following year the free Negroes or­
ganized the Massachusetts General Colored Peo­
ples Association. Its paper, appropriately called, 
FREEDOM'S JOURNAL, appeared in 1827, with its 
first editorial announcing, "Too long have Others 
spoken for us." 

David Walker's Appeal 
The most sensational response, however, was 

achieved by a single Negro named David Walker,,. 
who, in 1829, published: Walker's Appeal in Four' 
Articles; Together with a Preamble, to the Coloured 
Citizens of the World, but in particular, and very 
expressly to those of the United States of America. 

David Walker was a free Negro from North Caro­
lina who had settled in Boston where he earned 
a living by collecting rags. His APPEAL was ad­
dressed to the free Negroes. He took them to task 
for their meekness. He urged them to make the 
cause of the slave their own because the wretch­
edness of the free Negroes' conditions was due to 
the existence of slavery. 

Walker urged them to make freedom their busi­
ness. He pointed to the superiority of Negroes, in 
numbers and in bravery, over the white's. He took 
the great to task ;as well. In response to Thomas 
Jefferson, who had referred to the Negro's color 
as "unfortunate", David Walker shouted "My Colour 
will yet root some of you out of the very face of 
the earth ! ! ! America is more our country, than 
it is the whites—we have enriched it with our blood 
and tears." 

So extraordinary was the impact of this pamphlet 
that legislatures in the South were called into spe­
cial session to enact laws against free Negroes as 
against slaves for reading it. They put a price of 
$3,000 on the1 head of its author. Nevertheless, 
50,000 copies of this 76-page pamphlet were sold 
and circulated from hand to hand. Those who could 
not read had others read it to them. The South 
trembled at the simple words of an obscure Negro. 

Garrison's Liberator 
The vanguard role' of the Negro in the struggle 

for freedom helped bring onto the historic stage 
the most extraordinary of all phenomena of Ameri­
can Civilization: New England Abolitionism. The 
year that William Lloyd Garrison (8) founded the 
LIBERATOR, 1831, was the year also of the last 
and greatest of Negro slave revolts—that of Nat 
Turner. The Cambridge Modern History tells us: 

"The insurrection was at once attributed to 
Negro preachers and 'incendiary publications' such 
as Walker's pamphlet and the Liberator , . . To 
attack the Liberator now became habitual in all 
Slave-holding States. The corporation of one city 
forbade any free Negro to take a copy of it from 
the post-office. A vigilance committee in another 
offered $1500 for the detection and conviction of 
any white person found circulating copies. The 
governors of Georgia and Virginia called on the 
mayor of Boston to suppress it; and the legislature 
of Georgia offered $5,000 to any person who should 
secure the arrest and conviction of Garrison under 
the laws of the State. 

"Undeterred by these attacks, Garrison gathered 
about him a little band of Abolitionists, and towards 
the close of 1831 founded at Boston the New Eng­
land Anti-slavery -Society, and in 1833, at Phila­
delphia, the American Anti-slavery Society." 

Abolitionism: A New Dimension 
of American Character 

Nothing since has superceded this merger of 
white intellectual with the Negro mass with the! 
same intense devotion to principle, the same inti­
macy of relations of white and black, the same un­
flinching propaganda in face of mob persecution— 
and even death—the same greatness of character 
Which never bent during three" long decades of 
struggle until the irrepressible conflict occurred, 

and even then did not give up the fight but sought 
to, and succeeded in transforming it, from a war 
of mere supremacy of Northern industry over 
Southern cotton culture to one of emancipation of 
slaves. 

The movement renounced all traditional politics, 
considering all political parties of the day as "cor­
rupt." They were inter-racial and in a slave society 
preached and practiced Negro equality. They were 
distinguished as well for inspiring, aligning with, 
and fighting for equality of women in an age when 
the women had neither the right to the ballot nor 
to property nor to divorce. They were interna­
tionalist, covering Europe with their message, and 
bringing back to this country the message of the 
Irish Freedom Fighters. 

They sought no rewards of any kind, fighting 
for the pure idea, though that meant facing the 
hostility of the national government, the state, the 
local police, and the best citizens who became the 
most unruly mobs. They were beaten, mobbed and 
stoned. 

These New England Abolitionists added a new 
dirne'nsian to the word, intellectual, for these were 
intellectuals, whose intellectual, social and political 
creativity was the expression of precise social 
forces. They gloried in being "the means" by which 
a direct social movement expressed itself, the move­
ment of slave's and free Negroes for total freedom. 

Pacifist though they were in philosophy; they 
lined up with John Brown. Perhaps that explains 
why, despite the great native tradition of Abolition­
ism some of today's Negro leaders *have traveled 
instead to India in search of a philosophy of non­
violence. 

Wendell Phillips' eloquence explains why the 
pacifists of that day came to the defense of the 
great martyr: "Harper's Ferry is the Lexington of 
today . . . Suppose he did fail . . . There are two 
kinds of defeat. Whether in chains or in laurels, 
Liberty knows nothing but victories. Soldiers call 
Bunker Hill a defeat; but Liberty dates from 
it . . . " (9) 

II. Abolitionism, Second Phase: 
The Unfinished Revolution 

On January 11, 1860, Marx wrote to Engels: "In 
my opinion, the biggest things that are' happening 
in the world today are, on the one hand the move­
ment of the slaves in America started by the death 
of John Brown, ands on the other, the movement 
of the" serfs in Russia , > -.-. I have just seen in the 
Tribune that there has been a fresh rising of slaves 
in Missouri, naturally suppressed. But the signal 
has now been given." (10) 

When the young Marx first broke from bourgeois 
society and elaborated his philosophy of Humanism 
in 1844, he" paid little attention to the remains of 
chattel slavery. Now, however, Marx kept his eyes 
glued on the movement of the Negro slaves. When 
the Civil War broke out, and "the Great Emancipa­
tor" did all in his powe# to iimit it to a white man's 
war for Union, Marx began to popularize the 
speeches and analyses of the Abolitionists, especially 
those Wendell Phillips wrote against the Northern 
conduct of the war.' "The President has not put the 
Confiscation Act into operation . . . He has neither 
insight nor foresight . . . I know Lincoln. I have 
taken his measure in Washington. He is a first-rate 
second-rate man." 

Because Lincoln's main strategic concern was to 
conciliate the so-called "moderate" border slave-
states that remained in the Union, he wanted 
neither to free the slaves nor allow them to parti­
cipate in the war as soldiers. Lincoln nullified the 
two attempts by generals on the spot (John C. Fre­
mont in Missouri and General David Hunter in 
Georgia, Florida and South Carolina) to issue their 
own emancipation proclamations. As late as 1862, 
when Horace Greeley as editor of the Tribune pub­
lished "A Prayer of 20 Millions" for the' abolition 
of slavery, Lincoln replied: "My paramount objec­
tive is to save the union, and is not either to save 
or destroy slavery.'' 

This denotes the first phase of the long Civil 
War which lasted four years and cost the lives 
of a million men. Phillips maintained that if it had 
been fought as a war of liberation—and the Negroes 
Were pounding at all the doors, North and South, 
to let them fight—it could be easily won in a few 
months. When military expediency, however, dic­
tated a change in course, Phillips maintained that 
"In this war mere victory on a battlefield amounts 
to nothing, contributes little or nothing toward end­
ing the war . . . Such an aimless war I call wasteful 
and murderous." 

When Engels too feaf ed that things were; going 
so badly for the North, that it would lose the war, 
Marx wrote: "A single Negro regiment would have 
A remarkable effect oh Southern nerves . . , A war 
of this kind must be conducted on revolutionary 
lines while the Yankees have thus far been trying 
to conduct it constitutionally." (11) 

Finally, on January 1, 1863, Abraham Lincoln 
issued his Emancipation Proclamation. It was no 
ringing declaration; his compromisist words moved 
gingerly to free only those slaves in the rebellious 
states. As one historian recently put it, it was "as 
emotional a$ a bill of sale.'' (12) 

The Turning Point 
Nevertheless it is the turning point. This second 

stage of the1 War altogether transformed its charac­
ter. The passing of this year in the Civil War 
outlines the contrast of centuries. Negroes flocked 
into the Army, battles began being won. Wendell 
Phillips declared: "I want the' blacks as the very 
basis of the effort to regenerate the South!" 
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The kidnap-lynching of 
14-year-old Emmett Till in 
Mississippi and the acquit­
tal of the two white men in 
the trial that followed, have 
thrust the shame of Amer­
ica nakedly b e f o r e the 
world . . . 

"Negroes are determined 
and the terror can't stop 
them . . . The terror arises 
because the handwriting is 
on the wall for the wreck­
ing of the Southern system 
which has lasted for gen­
erations." 

THE TERRIBLE SHAME OF AMERICA 

Picture and Editorial Excerpt Above Reprinted From N^ws Letters, October S, 1955 

On the other side of the channel, though their 
livelihood as textile workers depended on Southern 
cotton, monster demonstrations of English workers 
were held to stop their ruling class from intervening 
on the side of the Bourbon South, whose cotton 
kingdom supplied Britain's textile barons the raw 
materials for their world-dominating industry. A 
ne'w decade had indeed dawned in the world with 
the outbreak of the Civil War in the United States, 
the insurrection in Poland, the strikes in Paris, and 
the mass meetings of'English workers who chose to 
starve rather than perpetuate slavery on the other 
side of the Atlantic. The actions culminated in the 
establishment of the International Workingmcn's 
Association, headed by Karl Marx. 

From the first, Marx took the side of the North, 
thouch, naturally as we saw, he was with Phillips' 
criticism of the conduct of,the war, rather than with 
the President, of whom he had written to Engels: 
"All Lincoln's acts appear like the mean petti­
fogging conditions which one lawyer puts to his 
opposing lawyer. But this does not alter their his­
toric content . . .The events over there are a world 
upheaval." (13) 

He therefore separated himself from some (14) 
self-styled Marxists in the United States who evad­
ed the whole issue of the Civil War by saying they 
were opposed to "all. slavery, wage' and chattel.' 
Iln the name of the International, Marx' wrote Lin­
coln, "While the workingmen, the true political 
power of the North, allowed slavery to defile their 
own republic; while before the Negro mastered 
and sold without his concurrence they boasted it 
the highest prerogative of the white-skinned laborer 
to sell himself and choose his own master; they 
were unable to attain the true freedom of labor or 
to support their European brethren in their strug­
gle for emancipation, but this barrier tov progress 
has been swept off by the red sea of civil war." 

As Marx later expressed it in CAPITAL, "In 
the United States of North America, every inde­
pendent movement of the workers was paralyzed 
so long as slavery disfigured a part of the Repub­
lic. Labor cannot emancipate itself in the white, 
skin where in the black it is branded. But out of 
the death of slavery a new life at ohce arose'. The 
first fruit of the Civil War was the agitation for 
the eight-hour-day that ran with the seven-leagued 
boots of the' locomotive from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, from New England to California. The Gen­
eral Congress Of Labor at Baltimore (August 16, 
1866) declared: 'The first and great necessity of the 
present, to free the labor of this country from capi­
talistic slavery, is the passing of a law by which 
eight hours shall be the normal working-day in all 
states of the American Union. We are resolved to 
put forth all our strength until this glorious result 
is attained.'1' 

Soon after the war and the abolition of slavery, 
Abolitionism as a movement vanished from the 
scene'. Of all its leaders, Wendell Phillips alone 
made the transition to the labor movement. The 
four million freedmen remained tied to cotton cul­
ture and therein lies imbedded the roots of the* 
Negro Question. 

III. Revolution and Counter-
Revolution, in the South 

The ignorant white mobs, instigated by the 
Faubus's, Boss's and their ilk in the Deep South 
who have been on the rampage ever since the 
1954 United States Supreme Court decision to 
desegregate schools, may not know it, but the 
free public education from which they want the 
Negroes excluded, was first instituted in the South 
by the Negro during the much-maligned Recon­
struction period. The Negro and white legislatures 
of the post-Civil War period gave the South the 
only democracy it had ever known—and has since 
forgotten. (15) 

No one can rewrite history, which records that 
also for the first time, universal manhood suffrage 
as well as equal political, civil and legal rights for 
its citizens then became a way of life for the 
South. That such elementary democracy had to be 
brought there on bayonets and then only after the 
white supremacist secessionists were finally de­
feated in a bloody war lasting four years is only 
further proof of the philosophy of unfreedom of 
the aristocratic South that lorded it over the bent 
back of human beings reduced to slavery. Even as 
an unfinished revolution the achievements of the 
Civil War cannot be expunged from the historic 
record which is reflected in the 13th, 14th and 
15th Amendments added to the Constitution by a 
radical Republican Congress and approved by the 
whole nation and which, once and for all, not 
only abolished slavery and thereby achieved Union 
but : guaranteed freedmen and all citizens their 
full civil rights. 

No one can rewrite history, which, unfortunately, 
also records that these were virtually nullified once 
the Army was withdrawn. The counter-revolution 
in the South, however, was not of regional make 
only, although it was instigated there by the slavoc-
racy which lost the war but won the peace once 
they learned to accept the dictates of Northern 
capital. In enacting the infamous "Black Codes," 
the unreconstructed South knew it could do so 
with impunity once the Army was out. The with­
drawal of the Army was not, however, the cause, 
but the consequence of the new, expansive develop­
ment of Northern capitalism and the betrayal of 
four million newly-freed human beings who did 
not own the land they tilled. 

The Betrayal (16) 
The three basic constituents of the betrayal, that 

is to say, the unfinished state of revolution, were: 
(1) the freedmen did not get "the 40 acres and 
a mule" they were promised; (2) the old slave owners 

did get back their plantations and thus the power 
to institute a mode of production to suit cotton 
culture; and (3) the crop lien system was introduced 
with "new" labor: share cropping. 

The revolution swallows its own children only 
as the historical concentration of a daily phenome- . 
non:dead labor—machinery, technology, industry 
—requires as its life-blood, the exertions, capacities , 
and life activity of the living laborer. This is re­
vealed in a most cataclysmic fashion at the birth 
of bourgeois society. In its "re-birth," in the 
ultimate climax of the striving for e c o n o m i c 
autarchy at home and abroad, the same historic 
drama is repeated on a new scale; the violence and 
chicanery is all the greater to incorporate the living, 
rebellious laborer into the newly expanded, newly 
centralized machinery of production and of society. 
It is marked by the all-consuming nature of its 
apparatus and by the sharply defined limits set 
upon the mass initiative. 

Historians who state that "the Negro problem" 
is rooted in slavery, and stop there, fail to see 
the crux of the question. The "stigma" of slavery 
could not have persisted so long if the economic 
remains of slavery had not persisted. Within the 
economic remains of slavery the rocts of the Negro 
Question do lie, but that has nothing: to do with 
racism and everything to do with the state of 
backwardness of the economy of cotton culture. 

Economic Backwardness 
It is this backwardness of the agricultural econ­

omy which led Lenin, in his 1913 study, "New Data 
on the Laws of Development of Capitalism and 
Agriculture," to remark about "the striking simi­
larity between the economic position of the Amer­
ican Negro and that of the former serf of the 
central agricultural provinces in Russia." Even in 
Russia, where there was some fraudulent attempt 
to give the serf the land, it was impossible for the 
Russian serf to rise above the needs of the back­
ward economy. AH the more where the Negro did 
not get his "40 acres and a mule." Cotton remain­
ing dominant, semi-feudal relationships were in­
evitable. The division of labor set up by the cotton 
economy may not be disturbed. The social relations 
arising on the basis of the cotton economy remain 
"less changed than the soil itself on which the 
cotton is grown". (17) 

Naturally the infamous "Black Codes" which the 
plantation owners now enacted and were free to 
execute and "the gentleman's agreement" with 
Northern capital, as well as with the help of the 
KICK, paved the royal road back for white suprem­
acy South. But once we place the problem in its 
proper economic framework, the human factors can 
emerge and then we see the limitations of all laws, 
written and unwritten. Nowhere is this clearer 
than in the benighted South as the counter-revolu­
tion comes into head-on collision with masses in 
revolt in the decade of the 1880's and 1890's and 
Populism sweeps the South. When this new attempt 
at revolutionary change occurred, "the boss and 
black" relationship was fully dominant. 

The Boss and Black Relationship 
The cropper has neither control of the nature 

of his crop nor the marketing of it. The cropper 
owns nothing but his labor power, and must part 
with half of the crop for "furnishings." Somehow 
the rest of the crop seems likewise to go to the 
merchant upon whom he depends for his every 
purchase of clothing, food, implements and fer­
tilizer. The cropper is charged exhorbitant prices 
but he must not question the word of the boss who 
keeps the books and makes the "settlement," at 
which time the cropper finds himself in debt and 
thus unable to leave the land. 

To this day more than one-third of the croppers 
is one and one-half years behind in debt. The 
"plot" for the maintenance of "white supremacy" 
in the South arose from the actual process of cot­
ton production. There was a "gentleman's agree­
ment" that Southern industry—textiles—develop 
—under the conditions that it leave untouched the 
black labor supply of the plantations. 

When the New Deal came South, "the paternalism 
of the planter, the dependency of the tenant so 
meticulously maintained, the stern objections on 
the part of the landlord to any change in the 
traditional relationship" (18) made it difficult and in 
some cases impossible for the Government to 
deal with the cropper directly. The fear of the 
planter that the cropper be removed from his in­
fluence and learn that he is not personally depend­
ent upon him set up well-nigh insurmountable 
barriers to the cropper's getting any benefits from 
the A.A.A.. Nothing fundamental c h a n g e d in 
Southern agriculture during the half century that 
separates the year of betrayal, 1877, from the years 
of the New Deal. 

The county agent in charge of the A.A.A. pay­
ments, for instance, had to make the credit store 
the point of distribution of A.A.A. checks. The 
result was that the merchant retained the check 
either for "unpaid debts" or for "future furnish­
ings" to his tenant. Or the merchant would suggest 
that the checks be given to him outright. Under 
the prevailing relationship in the rural South, 
such a "suggestion" is tantamount to an edict that 
the Government agent has to obey. 

The prevailing relationship which makes' such 
a suggestion a law is known as the "boss and black," 
relationship, and its economic root is the cotton 
culture. That is so pervading a relationship that 
it still holds though cropping- is no longer an 
exclusively Negro occupation—there are in the old 
South now five and a half million white tenants 
to over three million Negro tenants, though of the 
croppers the Negroes still constitute the majority. 

"The old boss and black attitude," write the 
authors of the most concise economic study of 
cotton culture, "pervades the whole system. . . . 
The fixed custom of exploitation has carried over 
to the white tenant." (19) 

As we wrote at the time of the New Deal, "What 
the Southern Block believes in Congress may 
irritate the sensitive ears of the Harvard man in 
the White House, but when he comes down South 
they tell him what to do." Nothing has changed, 
in the two decades since, except that JFK, instead 
of FDR, now occupies the White House. 
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Peasant Revolts, New and Old I - . . . • " • ' . * i 

IN THE NEXT ISSUE: 

PART I I 
I Imperialism and Racism 
II Labor Struggles: From the Knights of Labor 

through the IWW to the CIO. 
III Nationalism: Phase 1, Garveyism. 

Nationalism: Phase II, The African 
Revolutions. 

Nationalism: Phase III, Internationalism 
and Humanism. 

IV What Now? Today's Freedom Struggles. 

Surely today, when in every country in Latin 
America, in the Middle East, in Asia, in Africa, 
the cry is for agricultural reforms—and a never-
ending deluge of American books keep preaching 
for it "so that Communism should not be the victor" 
—surely we ought finally to understand the relation­
ship of land and peasant in our own South and not 
keep piling stupidity upon stupidity to explain away 
"the Negro Question." Once Congress in 1867 failed 
to pass Thaddeus Stevens' Land Division Act which 
would have given each freedman 40 acres and $50 
for a homestead, the rest was inevitable. 

This was not the first—nor the last—betrayal of 
the peasantry. Long before United States capital 
wrote this infamous chapter for an unreconstructed 
South, the peasant revolts that had been betrayed 
in Europe signalled the same retrogressive develop­
ment for its societies. To just such a betrayal of 
peasant revolt during the Lutheran Reformation 
Marx attributed the state of backwardness of the 
Germany of their day. In his Peasant Wars in 
Germany, Frederick Engels, the lifelong collaborator 
of Karl Marx, pointed out that it was not only the 
peasants who were betrayed when they did not get 
the land during the 16th century German Reforma­
tion, but Germany itself "disappeared for three 
centuries from the ranks of countries playing an 
independent part in history." 

In the case of the white supremacy Solid South, 
its re-establishment, at first, was short lived The 
violent KKK lynch lawlessness, rope and faggot rule 
was shaken to its very foundations within one short 
decade after the removal of the Union Army. This 
revolutionary upheaval came from within, not 
without. It arose out of the great discontent of the 
farmers With the new form of monopoly planter-
merchant-railroad vested interests which brought 
the "new South" its greatest crisis. Populism spread 
like a prairie fire bringing the "Solid South" a more 
fundamental challenge than even the Civil War. 

Black and White Unity and 7¼ 
Million Forgotten Negro Populists 

Most amazing of all was the organization of the 
National Colored Farmers' Alliance. Just as the 
history of the slave revolts, when it was finally 
revealed, put an end to the myth of Negro docility, 
so this still little-known glorious chapter puts an 
end to the myth that the Negro "can't be organized." 
Think of it: 

At the very height of the prejudice-ridden post-
Reconstruction period, when the South was sup­
posedly solidly white in thought and action, the 
Populist movement that was sweeping the country 
found its most radical expression in the South. 

The National Colored Farmers' Alliance alone 
numbered one and one-quarter million members 
and, although separately organised from the white 
agrarians, waged their class battles as one. It was 
a power to be reckoned wiih both in state and 
national politics, and was instrumental in the 
elections of Populist governors as well as national 
and state representatives. 

"Now the People's Party says to these two men," 
the reference was to one white and one Negro, and 
the speaker was white Georgian Tom Watson: "You 
are kept apart that you may be separately fleeced 
of your earnings. You are made to hate each other 
because on that hatred is rested the keystone of the 
arch of financial despotism which enslaves you both. 
You are deceived and blinded that you may not see 
how this race antagonism perpetuates a monetary 
system which beggars both." 

Fantastic as it may sound coming from the mouth 
of one who, with the turn of the century, was to 
become the typical white supremacist characteristic 
Of one who, with the turn of the century, was to 
the height of the Populist groundswell in the South, 
not only spoke that way but acted as the Abolition­
ists in their day had. When a young Negro preacher, 
H. S. Doyle, was threatened with lynching, Watson 
not only hid him in his home, but sent a call for 
Populists to protect him. Farmers rode all night 
to get there, and with arms stacked on Watson's 
veranda, and fully 2,000 farmers there as a defense 
guard, Watson said: "We are determined that in this 
free country that the humblest white or black man 
Who wants to talk our doctrine shall do it, and the 
man doesn't live who shall touch a hair on his head, 
without fighting every man in the People's Party." 

Watson made hundreds of such speeches in the 
decade of the 1890's. He spoke repeatedly from the 
same platform with Negro speakers to mixed 
audiences of Negro and white farmers, all on the 
theme of the need of white and Negro solidarity to 
fight "the money kings" who are to use "the acci­
dent of color" to divide the unified struggles: "This 
is not a political fight and politicians cannot lead 
or direct it. It is a movement of the masses, an 
uprising of the people, and they, and not the 
politicians, will direct it. The people need spokes­
men, not leaders, men in the front who will obey, 
not command." 

Here is how the distinguished Southern historian, 
C. Vann Woodward, no wild-eyed radical, sums up 
the decade of the 1890's in his study of Tom Watson, 
Agrarian Rebel: "Never before or since have the 
two races in the South come so close together as 
they did during the Populist struggles." The unity 
of white and black was soon, in turn, shattered by 
tile combined interests of the Bourbon South with 
monopoly capital that had won the struggle over 
labor in the North, and spread its tentacles over 
the Caribbean and the Pacific. Monopoly capital's 
growth into imperialism puts the last nail in the 

coffin of Southern democracy and thus not only 
re-establishes racism in the South but brings it 
to the North. 

In this centennial' of the Emancipation Proclama­
tion, we must therefore take a look at "the smell 
of empire" that combined with the economic 
remains of slavery to establish racism as a "per­
manent" feature of American life, even as European 
capital's carving up of Africa in the 1880's estab­
lished "the white man's burden," or racism, as the 
new feature for all of capitalist imperialism. 

One thing should be said for Abraham Lincoln. 
He had neither the smell for empire nor for 
monopoly capitalism. As a young Congressman, 
he opposed the Mexican-American War and thereby 
threw away his chances for re-election. As a mature 
man, just before his assassination, he looked askance 
at the beginnings of corporate capitalism: "I see 
in the near future a crisis approaching that un­
nerves me and causes me to tremble for the safety 
of my country. As a result of the war, corporations 
have been enthroned and an era of corruption in 
high places will follow. The money power of the 
country will endeavor to prolong its reign by work­
ing upon the prejudices of the people until all 
wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the Repub­
lic is destroyed. I feel at the moment more anxiety 
for my country than ever before, even in the midst 
of war. God grant that my suspicions may prove 
groundless." The suspicions were not groundless. 

(To Be Concluded Next Isue) 
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An Appeal to 
In this issue we bring you the first part of our 

newest News & Letters Special Supplement: The 
EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION, 100 Years 
After. It draws together all the lines of theory and 
struggle for freedom which have gone into the 
making of the American mind. It shows how it came 
to pass that the Civil War remained an unfinished 
revolution, and why it is the urgent task of our age 
to fulfill the still unfulfilled promise of Emancipa­
tion, in face of the world threat of Automation in 
general and in its most awful form of nuclear war. 

As part of meeting this argent challenge of our 
age we propose to publish both Part I and Part II, 
which will appear in our February issue, In separate 
pamphlet form to give it the widest circulation and 
impact possible. We propose to publish our Eman­
cipation Proclamation pamphlet in early spring. 

TODAY, the hundredth anniversary of the Eman­
cipation Proclamation is being celebrated by the 
deepened struggle for new human relations. Living 
history, not lifeless ceremony hinges the past to the 
future and girdles the globe. It raises the banner of 
Humanism in fitting tribute to Freedom Fighters 
all over the world. In word and deed they are part 
of the celebration. 

From South Africa, to South USA, from Hungary 
to Montgomery, Alabama, from the Congo and the 
Rhodesias, to Oxford, Mississippi and A l b a n y , 
Georgia, the fateful conflict for a new world is 
taking place. The fate of humanity is in the balance 
—barbarism or freedom. 

OUR AGE can understand in living fullness what 
was only a passing thought in 1863: The first im-

Our Readers 
portation of slaves in chains into the new world in-
dissolubly linked forever the fate of all races of man­
kind and the future of all continents from the oldest, 
Africa, to the newest, North America, 

As we write in the Supplement, "Fully to under­
stand today's activities—and that is the only mean­
ingful way to celebrate the centennial of the 
Emancipation Proclamation—we must turn to its 
roots in the past. This is not merely to put history 
aright. To know where one has been is one way of 
knowing where one is going. To be able to anticipate 
tomorrow one has to understand today." 

• It is why we participated in the Freedom 
Rides, and, with ypur help last year, published Free­
dom Riders Speak for Themselves. 

• It is why we again appeal for your support 
confident that with it we will publish, this year, 
The Emancipation Proclamation, 100 Years After. 

News & Letters — 8751 Grand River 
Detroit 4, Michigan 

I enclose $ . . . . . . . . . . . .(cash, check or money 
order) to help publish the forthcoming News & 
Letters pamphlet, The Emancipation Proclama­
tion, 100 Years After. 

Name 

Address ,.; 

City .Zone State 
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Hearing Reveals HUAC as Persecutor 
New York—On Dec. 11,! 

1962, the House Un-Amer­
ican Activities Committee 
(HUAC) began a public in­
vestigation of the New 
York branch of the "Women 
Strike for Peace," a loosely 
organized, grass-roots anti­
war organization of Amer­
ican women. 

By attempting to discredit 
this organization, which has 
actively opposed both U.S. and 
jtussian nuclear policy and war­
like acts, the Committee has 
Shown, once again, that it is 
not "Communists' or "spys" 
that it is out to "expose," but 
any Americans who happen to 
have opinions other than its 
own right-wing views. 

"However, the women of the 
WSP showed such great cour­
age and solidarity at the hear­
ings that the attempted "Red-
smear" seems to have turned, 
for the moment, into a victory 
for the women. 
FEW "TAKE THE FIFTH" 

Few of the women pleaded 
the "Fifth Amendment" (self-
incrimination) before the com­
mittee. Those that did made 
strong anti-war statements be­
fore so doing. Many of the 
women, aware that they were 
exposing themselves to jail for 
contempt of "Congress, nonethe­
less took a principled position 
before the Governmental in­
quisition. 

They spoke o p e n l y about 
their radical ideas, their peace 
activities and the structure of 
their organization. But they 
simply r e f u s e d to "name 
pames" of their associates. 

Thus they told the Commit­
tee just what it DIDN'T want 
to hear: the trulh about the 
Peace Movement. At the same 
time, the women stripped the 
Committee's pretension of "in­
vestigating subversives," show­
ing its true (unction is to per­
secute dissenters. 

The obvious seriousness, sin­
cerity, and openness of the wo­
men (many of whom were car­
rying their children) during the 
hearings; their opposition to 
the poisoning of the atmo­
sphere by both Russia and 
America; their concern for 
their children and even those 
of the Committee members, 
made a favorable impression 
on the press- Many papers 
came out strongly against the 
Committee and for the women. 
DEMONSTRATIONS FOR 
FREEDOM 

In New York and other areas, 
demonstrations and meetings 
were held to protest the in­
quisition and support the wo­
men. Many of the participants 
have been active in the cam­
paign for the Abolition of the 
HUAC for some years, especial­
ly since its attack on the San 
Francisco student movement 
two years ago. 

As the events of the 
year have shown, these gov­
ernmental bodies are hostile to 
the Peace Movement, to the 
Civul Rights Movement, and 
to the Labor Movement. It is 
obvious that the Administration 
itself stands behind HUAC and 
similar agencies. Never have 
the President or his Attorney 
General brother s p o k e n out 
against their practices. 

Civil Rights fighters in Al­
bany, Ga., Monroe,' N.C., Jack­
son, Miss., and elsewhere have 
learned from bitter experience 
that the Federal Government 
will not help them unless it is 
being embarrassed internation-

past ally. CORE, SNCC, and NAACP 
activists have often been sub­
jected to "investigation" by the 
FBI or some Committee. 
SAFEGUARD TO SURPRISE 

When freedom fighters every­
where dispel the illusion that 
the left hand of the Adminis­
tration doesn't really know what 
the right hand is doing, only 
then will they not be caught 
unready, isolated, and surprised 
when their rights to organize, to 
speak and write, to assemble or 
demonstrate are attacked by the 
authorities. This is as true for 
the Peace Movement as it is 
for the Civil Rights and Labor 
movements. 

—N.Y. Correspondent 

K & K Line Up Their Orbits 

Other Voices in Mississippi 

WHITE RACISTS ACT 
Racist groups such 

By EUGENE WALKER 

D u r i n g t h e recen t cr i ses , Miss Brower 
in Mississippi m a n y voices 
w e r e h e a r d to c ry f rom 
t h e S o u t h aga ins t F e d e r a l 
i n t e rven t ion in t h e "Sou th ­
e r n W a y of Life ." Much 
space was g iven in t h e p res s 
t o t h e w o r d s of Mississippi 
officials w h o p r o t e s t e d 
aga ins t t h e p resence of 
t roops a n d ignored t h e ba r ­
b a r i s m of those w h o fought 
agains t Mered i th ' s e n t r a n c e 
to t h e un ivers i ty . Howeve r , 
t h e r e w e r e o the r voices t o 
come f rom Mississippi du r ­
ing th i s per iod. 

One of them is that of Sidna 
Brower, editor of The Mississip-
pian, the school newspaper of 
the University of Mississippi. 
Her courageous stand, more­
over, did not stop at the attack 
on the students who comprised 
part of the racist mob, but ex­
tended to the faculty who never 
lived up to its so-called "get 
tough policy." Miss B r 6,w e r 
wrote: 
BARBARISM ATTACKED 

"Do these protesters (and do 
they know exactly what they are 
protesting?) realize that they 
are making the University and 
state appear to be a rural, iso­
lated land of uneducated and 
savage people, unconscious and 
unaware of any other problems 
than their own? 

"And what happened to Ole 
Miss' get tough policy? Procla­
mations and rules are all well 
and good, but definitely need to 
be applied to receive the maxi­
mum of accomplishment. Why 
should students be suspended 
for yelling 'We want panties' 
when they are allowed to throw 
rocks and yell profane and ob­
scene comments at members of 
the United States Army? It is 
disgusting to see such demon­
strations permitted, especially 
when the rules are supposedly 
enforced." 

ends her edi­
torial by saying, "There are 
some of us students who are 
still proud of the University of 
Mississippi and do not care for 
such degrading actions. Why 
then is the 'get tough policy' 
not enforced and a few of the 
rabble-rousers removed so that 
we can consider matters of more 
importance than the actions of 
a few immature weaklings who 
have nothing to do than 'play 
war'." 

(Continued from Page 1) 
pomp and conceit p r o b a b l y 
knows no equal in the modern 
world, and who more than any 
other world "leader" has in­
sisted on his own national su-
p r e m a c y , independence and 
show of strength, has been un­
usually quiet since the Pact of 
Nassau was announced and 
France was offered the same 
terms as Britain. 

Just as it was on October 22, 
1962, when Kennedy decided, 
unilaterally, to announce the 
Cuban blockade—and everyone 
lined up on one side or the 
other; just as it was on the eve 
of the Belgrade "Neutralist" 
Conference in September, 1961, 
when Khrushchev decided, uni­
laterally, to resume nuclear 
testing — and everyone, includ­
i n g "independent" neutralist 
Tito, rushed to return to the 
fold; so it always is when the 
show-down is near and it be­
comes clear to everyone that 
what is really involved is only 
one thing: the United States-
Russian competition for domi­
nation of the world. 

N o t h i n g fundamental has 
been c h a n g e d either by De 
Gaulle's final loud "No" to 
Kennedy's Nassau offer, or by 

as the Mao's refusal to accept Khrush-
White Citizens Councils have! chev's undisputed authority. In 

each orbit, the junior partner 
is demanding a special sphere 
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directed much of their efforts 
against white persons who op­
pose them to any degree. They 
have attempted to impeach Miss 
Brower to remove her from her 
post as editor and have started 
a post card campaign to oust 
four members of the faculty. 

This campaign has succeeded 
in bringing about a "repri­
mand" of Miss Brower for her 
courageous editing of the school 
newspaper. While they have not 
succeeded in stifling her voice, 
the racists have succeeded in 
creating sufficient terror on the 
campus so that those whites who 
wanted to, and did associate 
with James Meredith, have been ; 
attacked, and one has been 
driven off the campus. 

Because of Governor Barnett 
and his ilk, who incite the riots 
and get away with it, another 
campaign has now started which 
is more insidious than the open 
rioting that at least compelled 
the Federal Government to act. 

As The New York Times of 
Dec. 4 notes: there are now 
"few signs of disturbance on 
the campus. It seems that Mr. 
Meredith is not so much ignored 
as simply, by act of will, not 
seen. On Saturday evening, a 
young woman student on her 
way to a fraternity party cele­
brating the football team's vic­
tory over Miss. State said, 'You 
know, it's just like old times 
now'," 
NOTHING SOLVED 

It is this new stage of the 
fight which once again brought 
from the brave Mr. Meredith 
the reminder: "Not one prob­
lem has been solved, not one 
issue has been settled." 

As good, therefore, as it is 
to hear that there are other 
courageous voices, which in­
clude some whites, we cannot 
bury our heads in the sand and 
let. things return to what the 
Mississippi barbaric leaders con­
sider "normal." 

The fight of James Meredith 
cannot have been fought in 
vain. The stand of Sidna Brow­
er cannot remain an isolated 
one. The new beginning started 
with these actions are good be­
ginnings, but they are only be­
ginnings. 

of influence. But time is run­
ning out on their respective 
ambitions as is seen both by the 
present conference in East Ger­
many and by West Germany's 
quick acceptance of Kennedy's 
arming of NATO. 

ADENAUER-DEGAULLE 
MAO-ALBANIA 

In his attempt to organize Eu­
rope as a third force DeGaulle, 
from the moment he took power 
in 1958 has been attempting to 
take over where Hitler left off. 
Not only has he been able to 
take cynical advantage of the 
Anglo-American disregard for 
Adenauer in order to flatter him 
into an alliance with France— 
but he has also been able, be­
cause of his near-totalitarian 
powers, to stifle the strong 
anti-German feelings in his 

own country in order to con­
solidate this axis. 

Presently, h o w e v e r , Ade­
nauer prefers Kennedy's much 
more substantial nuclear um­
brella to De Gaulle's "indepen­
dent" one. In desperation, De 
Gaulle aims to keep Britain out 
of the Common Market. What 
he seems to forget is that Ade­
nauer's meeting with Kennedy's 
representative is taking place 
at the very time that, despite 
their much flaunted "pros­
perity," reports have revealed 
that u n e m p l o y m e n t nearly 
doubled last month in Western 
Germany, rising from 131,356 
in November to 232,653 in De­
cember. 

The same situation charac­
terizes all the countries on this 
side of the Iron Curtain, as well 
as on the other side, even 
though the crisis there may as­
sume a different shape. It is 
clear from the Conference now 
being held in East Germany— 
as well as from Khrushchev's at­
tempts to bring Mao down to 
size, just as Kennedy is trying 
to bring DeGaulle down to size 
—that the unity in each camp 
is necessary for the final show­
down. 

No one on earth, however, 
neither Kennedy nor Khrush­
chev, can bring about the unity 
of such irreconcilable opposites 
as the ruling class and the op­
pressed class in each country. 
This is the Question which was 
not put on the agenda at either 
the Nassau or the East Germany 
Conference. 

THE WORKERS 
WILL HAVE THEIR SAY 

The final decisions, however, 
do not rest with the leaders on 
either side of the Iron Curtain 
—big or small. They rest rather 
with the working class through­
out the world, who have not yet 
had their say. 

On both sides of the Iron 
C u r t a i n their dissatisfaction 
with conditions of life and la­
bor is clear. The strikes which 
have been shaking Russia and 
finally got headlines, and- the 
daily activity of workers here 
which never gets headlines, are 
good indications of what will 
be said when the working class 
does have its say. 

On Muzzling of Scientists 
Phi lade lph ia , Pa . — Mc-

George Bundy , one of P re s i ­
den t K e n n e d y ' s i n n e r 
c l ique of advisers , m a d e a 
most significant s p e e c h 
h e r e in P h i l a d e p h i a o n 
Dec. 27, before t h e conven­
t ion of t h e A m e r i c a n Asso­
ciat ion for t h e Advance ­
m e n t of Science. 
MUZZLING SCIENTISTS 

Bundy had the impudence to 
tell the scientists, "The scien­
tist should respect his calling. 
This means that he should care­
fully limit the occasions on 
which he speaks ex cathedra so 
that he is not placed in danger 
of losing his reputation." 

In essence, Bundy was say­
ing that scientists should keep 
their mouths shut on subjects 
on which the people might re­
spect the opinion of a scientists 
more than that of a politician 
or a "statesman", such as Ken­
nedy, Rusk, or Bundy him­
self. 

Bundy specified as taboo the 
topics of diffusion of atomic 
know-how abroad, the chances 
of accidental explosions touch­
ing off nuclear war, banning 
the bomb being our only hope 
of survival (a scientist should 
not publicly express the latter 

opinicn), the possession of A-
weapons by China, 

Bundy asked the scientists 
to keep silent on the above 
topics in the interests of both 
their own reputation (a possi­
ble threat?) and of that new 
god, National Security, whom 
it is sacrilege to offend. 

The main trouble with this 
new religion of the deity of Na­
tional Security is that those 
who founded it, the upper level 
of Government—especially Ken­
nedy's inner clique of advisers: 
Rostow, Bundy,- McNamara, 
Rusk, Dillon, Schlesinger Jr., 
etc. — are reserving for them­
selves the right to write and 
edit the Holy Scriptures of the 
new religion. It will be they 
who make all final interpreta­
tions as to what is in the in­
terest of national security and 
what is not. 

The speech itself is a sign 
that the Administration is afraid 
of scientists saying things that 
will make the people think and 
wonder and ask the wrong 
kind of questions and doubt 
"their" leaders and maybe 
force the leaders to change 
their actions. I doubt that all 
of the scientists will be so 
easily intimidated. I cannot 
know what will actually happen. 

—Aaron Margulis 
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as the age of the struggle for the minds of men. Intellectuals are 
there upon called to perform tasks far removed from any ivory 
tower. Marxists and non-Marxists alike have rrueh to learn from 
Marx who, when asked why he had broken with bourgeois society, 
replied that to become a radical meant to grasp a thing at its 
root, and "The root of mankind is man.'' 

Our life and times have opened up so many frontiers of 
scientific knowledge that we often forget that simple truth. Out 
of splitting of the atom came not the greatest source of energy 
for mankind, but the most destructive weapon. Since the Sputnik, 
statements from the rulers oE Russia as well as America stress 
not .,0 much the conquest of outer space as the fact that the forces 
which lifts these man-made satellites—ICBMs—can lift H-bombs 
across all frontiers, r'ar from doing away with the barbarism of 
capitalism, private or state, science has brought humanity to the 
edge of the abyss. As the eminent bourgeois scientist, Dr. 
William Pickering, put it: No matter whose ICBM drops the first 
H-bomb, civilization itself is wilhin "one half hour away from 
total annihilation." 

The young Marx foresaw the impasse that science in a class 
society would reach. He wrote: "To have one basis for society, and 
another for science, is a priori a He." For Marxist and non-Marxist 
alike, isn't it time to learn the methodology cf one who foresaw 
so clearly the development of our crisis-ridden world? 

MAN, NOT MACHINES, IS BASIS FOR FREEDOM 

Surely when the destiny of civilization—not just in a rhetori­
cal sense, but physically—is at stake, it is high time to end the 
illusion that machines, not men, will bring mankind its freedom. 

The genuine Italian Marxist can learn much both from Marx 
who fought the vulgar Communists of his day, and from Lenin who 
fought what he called the new Communist "passion for bossing." 
This founder of the Soviet state was also its severest critic, in­
venting new words, such as "communelies" (Communist lies) 
with which to express his criticisms. Without avail he warned that 
"History proceeds in devious ways." and that the Communists 
must listen to the "simple class truth of the class enemy" when 
it writes that the Soviet Government "has taken the road that 
will lead it to the ordinary bourgeois state.'' (See Lenin's Political 
Report to the Eleventh Congress of the Russian Communist Party, 
March 27, 1922.) 

Just as Marx had to fight the vulgar Communists who thought 
all ills of capitalism would be overcome with the abolition of 
private property, we must not fall into the trap of mistaking 
Communism's "anti-capitalim" for any-other than what it is— 
the full logical development of capitalism itself into state capital­
ism. Marx's point was that so long as machine is master of men, 
not man of machine, you will have capitalism, no matter what 
name you call it. To get rid of the perverse relations under capi­
talism one must rid society of what is most degrading of all, and 
the cause of all other ills, the alienation of labor itself. At the 
root of alienation is the division between mental and manual 
labor which has characterized all class societies and reached its 
most monstrous form under capitalism. Where the laborer him­
self is transformed into an appendage to a machine; all our senses 
are dulled. Only an entirely new, truly human society, wrote Marx 
"creates the rich and profoundly sensitive men." Because Marx 
made the human being the subject of all development, he saw 
the emerging new society. 

Each generation must meet the challenge of its own times. 
Lenin was adamant on one point: the masses, not only as action 
but as reason would create a new society on totally new founda­
tions. Either that, that is to say, either the population to a man 
(Lenin's phrase) runs production and the state or you get a 
"return backwards to capitalism." 

THEORY MUST MATCH GRANDEUR OF PRACTICE 

In our age of absolutes, when revolution and counter-revolu­
tion, are so interlocked, it is not only the intellectual "in general" 
who must leave his ivory towers; so must the Marxist theoretician. 
The ceaseless repetition for the need of a vanguard party "to 
lead" has blinded him to the fact to which the mass of people 
arc not blind—that everyone is ready to lead them; nobody to 
listen to them. Yet the movement from practice during the past 
three decades has been ceaseless while the move from theory has 
been at a near standstill. What is there, in present-day theory, 
which matches the grandeur of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution? 

Each generation either meets the challenge of the times, or 
fades into oblivion. No one however, can have the illusion that 
our epoch marks the type of turning point in history where 
history fails to turn. On the contrary. This author feels that 
the Italian people, inheritors of its own rich traditions of cultural 
humanism and mass movements of liberation have a great con­
tribution to make to the creation of a new Humanism which is 
founded on the Marxist theory of liberation that "the freedom of 
the individual is the basis of the freedom of all." 

MARXISM AND FREEDOM is a theoretical contribution 
toward that end. It has a three-fold purpose: I) to reestablish the 
Humanism of Marxism as it developed in the period of the class 
struggles during Marx's maturity, 1843-83; 2) to get to the roots 
of the philosophic foundations of that great divide in Marxism-
Leninism, especially on the so-called vanguard party to the masses 
in the period of 1903-1923; and 3) to analyze the problems of our 
own age. While this part, of necessity, centers in Russia and 
America—the two poles of state capitalism contending for world 
domination—the two worlds of capitalists and workers in each 
country is such that it has an application also to Italy. 
April, 1959 —Raya Dunayevskaya 
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Milano, Italy 
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only a few years ago. Even in 
Italy, in fact, the burning wind 
of Stalinism has passed through, 
destroying the seeds and drying 
up the land. It is a heavy herit­
age which we have yet to get 
over. 

* * * 
Raya Dunayeyskaya's book, 

that Nuova Italia is presenting 
to the Italian public, can be 
classed among the contributions 
to this endeavour, which will 
undoubtedly be long and hard. 

It is a book in which, in our 
opinion, it is possible to find 
the voices of ideology, lacks in 
documentation, partial and even 
inconsidered judgments, and 
yet it is a book founded on first­
hand and originally thought-out 
knowledge of the most import­
ant Marxist literature, which 
never makes an ostentation of 
superfluous references to make 
a better case for the thesis 
maintained, which goes straight 
down the line of tightly knit 
and passionate thought from 
which suggestions, indications 
for research and working hy­
potheses come forth ceaselessly. 

It would be unfair to attribute 
to Mme. Dunayevskaya's work 
only a function of stimulating 
thought and reconsideration, 
which is already something 
worth while. The sections about 
Marx, which constitute the 
nucleus of the book and justify 
its title, are singularly rich and 
penetrating, particularly valid 
today when, with a gross de­
formation of Marxism, people 
insist on identifying, so to speak, 
socialism with astronautieal 
feats; to make of technical pro­
gress the basis of proof of the 
political and ethical superiority 
of a regime. The Marx of Dun­
ayevskaya is the thinker, the 
agitator who fought for a world 
in which the freedom of the in­
dividual would be the condition 
of the freedom of all . . . 

Raya Dunayevskaya has re­
mained faithful to a libertarian 
interpretation of Marx, a well-
motivated and well-founded, 
sharp and accurate analysis of 
the genesis and structure of his 
work from the philosophical 
writings of his youth to the 
three volumes of Capital. 

* * * 

From the theoretical point of 
view the most interesting ele­
ment which we would like to 
point up is her energetic and 
constant re-immersion in the 
Hegelian roots of Marxism. . . . 

The theoreticians of the Sec­
ond International were among 
those who gave in to the re­
visionist temptations and ended 
up with a virtual amputation 
b e t w e e n Hegel and Marx. 
Lenin, on the other hand, in 
1914, having suddenly to face 
up to the fall of the Interna­
tional did not give himself up 
to despair nor did he plunge 
himself immediately into action, 
but rather returned to the study 
of Hegel to come to the con­
clusion that it is impossible to 
arrive at a correct understand­
ing of Capital w i t h o u t first 
having studied the Hegelian 
logic. And in his famous Testa­
ment, which by now is recog­
nized as authentic by everyone, 
one of his last worries was 
that Bukharin, the main theore­
tician of the party, did not 
really understand the dialectic. 

The same thing can easily be 
said about Stalin and all of his 
followers with the difference 
that they saw in the dialetic an 
element of danger for the ide­
ology of the regime. It is not an 
accident that the least subtle 
and darkest of theoreticians of 
Stalinism, Andrei Zhdanov, felt 
the need at a certain point to 
invent a new dialectic law of 
c r i t i c i s m and self-criticism 
whose only value was to negate 
that of all the others. Marx 
himself, Dunayevskaya points 

out, does not escape unscathed 
from "such a process of involu­
tion. . 

These are remarks that de-
seserve to be stressed because 
they are useful for restating, 'in 
its historical-ideological terms, 
the problem of the relationship 
existing between the ideological 
and political involution andithey 
contribute furthermore to shed­
ding light on phenomena in 
ways similar, which took place 
in Italy. . . . 

Some day when it will be 
I possible, with polemics aside 
and with the use of documenta­
tion which we now lack, to write 
the history of Italian commun­
ism over the past fifteen years, 
events of this nature will finally 
appear in their proper light. The 
publication of Gramsci's works 
—not translated in the USSR as 
far as we know, except in frag­
ments — the exaggerated re-
evalution of Labriola as an brig-
inal Marxist thinker will prob­
ably appear as a timid and over­
blown attempt, for the use of 
insiders, to save something from 
the d e a d l y strangulation of 
Stalinist dogmatism. . . . 

* * * 
The first and last great libert­

arian interpretation of Marxism, 
placed in reality and having 
become history, is, according to 
Dunayevskayai Lenin's . . .: 

The conquests of the Revolu­
tion did not survive very long 
after him. Vanquished Capital­
ism re-constitutes itself, comes 
back in the form of State Capi­
talism, dominated by the same 
laws which rule over bourgeois 
production, of the total and in­
tegral exploitation of the 
worker. The bureaucratic and 
police - state degeneration of 
the political regime makes it 
possible for Capitalism, restored 
in all of its fundamental charac­
teristics, to give birth to a caste 
which takes over completely the 
functions of the bosses and 
forges a totalitarian power 
which is able to subjugate to 
the "Plan" all of the productive 
forces, combining exploitation 
within the factory with forced 
labour, applied on a scale which 
has no historical precedent. . . . 

From this analysis, the fact 
becomes clear that Soviet in­
dustrialization pushed to a 
feverish pitch and with im­
pressive results was first of all 
the result of an intensive and 
brutal exploitation of the worker 
which placed the Soviet laborer 
in a relation to his State not dis­
similar to that in which the 
Western worker found himself 
in relation to the boss in the 
most brutal times of the indus­
trial revolution . . . This ex­
planation of the c r i m e s of 
Stalin is certainly much more 
solidly founded than the one 
which attributes them to the 
madness of a bloody dictator in 
an essentially sound system. . . . 

* * * 
Dunayevskaya does not be­

lieve that Stalinism represented 
only a simple episode in the pro­
cess of involution of the Russian 
Revolution, but neither does she 
believe that we are reduced to 
the point of considering a 
"minimum programme." Power­
ful forces for freedom are in 
operation which have their com­
pact nucleus in the working 
class, which have shown their , 

active and heroic presence in 
Germany, in Poland, in Hun­
gary, in Soviet Russia itself, 
and in the ferment of the col­
onial world. They will be the 
ones to find a solution to the 
contradictions of Capitalism, to 
blow up the despotic plan of 
the bureaucrats, to impose a 
plan founded on the free co­
operation of labour. 

Dunayevskaya cjoes not go 
further,in her conclusions. The 
whole book, one could say, is 
like an extensive and justified 
introduction to the debate she 
proposes and Whose theme is 
more or less this: On the basis 
of the Marxist tradition, libert­
arian and internationalist, a new 
philosophy must be elaborated 
which will give a total sense of 
the crisis of the modern world 
and which will indicate the way 
of overcoming it. 

"The working class," she 
wrote, "has not created a new 
society. But the workers have 
undermined the old one . . . 
The 'vanguard,' on its part, has 
done n o t h i n g . It is stuck 
in the mud of the old categor­
ies, chief of which is 'the Party 
to lead.' " To the movement of 
the workers from practice to 
theory, there must arise a cor­
responding movement of the in­
tellectuals from theory to prac­
tice—so that their welding to­
gether can take place so that a 
revolutionary force can re-con­
stitute itself in all of its full-

In such a presentation as the 
one we have just g i v e n , 
where we have gone beyond the 
limits prescribed by convention 
and which may also appear as 
an intervention in the debate, 
we feel that it is permissible to 
end with a hypothesis. . . . It in­
volves the State, whose prob­
lems have traditionally been 
undervaluated by M a r x i s t 
theory, which sees it as a mere 
instrument of class rule. The 
political nature of the State as 
represented by the regime of 
which it is an expression, con­
stitutes at this point the crux 
of the problem. Democracy and 
totalitarianism, both present as 
tendencies in all of the systems 
that rule the world, thus be­
come the terms of the new 
contradiction. Slate Capitalism 
can give birth to the Communist 
planner, to the Fascist planner, 
and to the Rooseveltian planner. 

The appeal to the libertarian 
inspiration of Marxism which 
comes from Dunayevskaya's 
book thus seems to us more than 
ever valuable, more than ever 
urgent. 

"The launching of satellites 
into space"—we read on the last 
page of the book—"cannot solve 
the problems of this earth. The 
challenge of our times is not to 
machines, but to men. Inter­
continental missiles can destroy 
mankind, they cannot solve its 
human relations. The creation of 
a new society remains the hu­
man endeavor. The totality of 
the crisis demands, and will 
create, a total solution. It can 
be nothing short of a New Hu­
manism." 

To be conscious of this task 
is already to be prepared to 
face it. 
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