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TO COMMUNIST PARTY SUPPORTERS: SOME QUESTIONS ON
SOCIALISM, BEMOCRACY, AND STALIN'S FALL

Date Set on ISL
Appeal Against

‘Subversive List’

The Independent Socialist elague's
hearing In Washington on the “subversive
tist”" will be resumed May 21,

This is-the hearing, before an exam-
iner appointed by the Department of
Justice itself, to take up the ISL’s fight
against its arbitrary “listing.” It 1s-a
necessary step before the fizht against
the “subversive list” can be taken to the
courts.

tory in the Shachtman passport case.
The 1SLiis the first orkanization on the
list which has succeeded in gettifig sach
a hearing ~

When the hearing began ast July
1955, with Joseph L. Rauh Jr. as the
ISL counsel, blatantly biased rulings on
the part of hearing examiner Edward M.
Morrissey led Hauh to submit a motion
for Morrissey's disqualification from the
case. It took Attorney General Brownell
till September 2 to rule against the dis-
qualification.

By that time, we were informed, Mor-
rissey was engaged in another case, and
the hearing would resume when 'he was
through. For six months we could get no
indication of when this would be.

Now, finally, after.a sharp exchange

of notes between Ranh and Moerrissey, a
new date has been fixed. .

The 1SL case ‘againat the subversive list

is the legal- test of the whole “'list" system
of witchhunting which -is- most: advanced.

Various. court decisions,: including the
Shachtman passport decision itself, have
taken swipes at the system; the case of
the Joint "Anti-Fascist. Refugee Commit-
tee got only up to a certain point; the
case of the National Lawyers’ Guild,
which tried to stop its arbitrary listing
by Brownell, was sent back to the de-
partment for an administrative hearing
as a prerequisite for court action.

The ISL case is, therefore, presently
the -spearhead of the fizht against the
“list" method of witchhunting non-con-
{ormists, not only Stalinists but also
socialists.

In fighting its own ease, the ISL has
consistently taken the position of de-
manding full civil liberties for all po-
litical views, including these of enemies,
particularly those of Communist Party
members and supporters.

After seven years of efl’m't such a

'rewr:o

By GORDON HASKELL

This is addressed to you—members, friends and sympathizers of
the Communist Party—who, as in all countries, are presently thinking
about and discussing the meaning of the 20th Party Congress in Russia.

We want to discuss our ideas on it with you, and we do so as inde-
pendent socialists, not as apologists for capitalism who merely use anti-
Communism as a justification for the status quo.

We think it is fundamental dis-
cussion that is needed. Your party
has been shaken to its'depths be-
cause the questions raised by the
new disclosures are so very basie.

Your leadership—and this is es-
pecially true of William Z. Foster
—has tried its best to eenter the
discussien on the “positive achieve-
ments”’ of the congre.s:g. 'I‘hat may

§ .
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at the congress about Staim have
put a question-mark over the fun-
damental nature of the regime in
Russia.

This is what your leaders have been
reluctant to discuss. At CP meetings
held to explain the congress, many ques-
tions have been asked, and the most im-
portant of them have been met; time and
rgain, with pleas of iznorance—‘"the
tacts are not yet in,” and the like.

But the questions do not cease. They
may not be voiced in public; loyalty to
the party, loyalty to their own past may
prevent members from adding to the dis-
tress of the organization and its leaders
by bringing up these questions in open
meetings or in the press. But in. the

mind and heart of évery party member

and sympathizer who has sacrificed his
energies and devotion becanze he wanted
to ndvnnce the highest. futiire of man-

; T: lh!zﬂluhﬁh biu-t-“- =

HElE'S TI-IE ?ICTUI!E

We have no “inside” inforniation té
put forward. What we want to discuss
are matters of public Knowledge mow;
shared by you and us alike. You have no
doubts about this information because it
has: been effectively confirmed -by the
highest authorities in ' the Commumnist
Parties.

Whatever further revelotions about the
matare of Stalin's regime may be issued
frem Russia or the East Eurcpeon coun-

By GODFREY DEMIS
The strike wave- in. Spain continues
into the second week. Since its beginming

in Pamplona last Tuesday it has spread -
through city after city in northern.

Spain. Already reports of gains in a
number of areas are coming through.

The Times reported on April 16 that
the regime’s view of the strikes was that
they were directly connected with the
underground:

“The civil governor of Barcelona, Felipe
Acedo, in a speech to 302 majors of the
provineé, 4aid that mrore thah fificon
years offer the end of ¥he civll war, “the
underground movements survive, ab hes
been clearly shown in these daoys when
deplorable incidents have been wlhﬂud
that assume uinerdlury importance,” ™

The article in question alse prema-
turely reported that workers were- re-
turning back to work. In the subsequent
reports, however, this return to work
assumed a different tinge.

I#'s going to be on FRIDAY, May 4, in New York

Celebrate May Day with the ISL & YSL

Talk by Shachtman . . . Dancing, Social, Refreshments . . .
Special skit on 20th Congress

AT ADELPHI HALL, 74 FIFTH A\'EHUE. near 13th Street

Spanish Strikes Still On

But Here Franco’s Man Gets a Glad Hand

Tuesday’s story, after . reporting that
thousands of woerkers were joining: the

strike in the San Sebastian area despite-

the regime’s. threats of dismissal—a
threat which, given the perennial under-
employment in Spain, is nof to be taken
lightly—made the. return-to-work re-
ports a little clearer: i

“According to reports from Pamplona
where workers in thirty-six factories
were the first-to go on strike last Tues-
day, the situation was still tense. The
workers were reported to have agreed to
go back to work but on two conditions:
that they be granted a 30 per cent in-
crease in wages and that antherities re-
lease workers who were arrested during
the strike."

Those twe conditions would represent
victories even wnder o democratic re-
gime. -Under Franeo's fascism they répre-
sent proof that the strikes aré massive
and solid. The vitality and solidarify of
the Sponish working class after years of
fascist tyranny is exemplary.

In Barcelona, too, the workers have
returned to work in some plants—where
the employers have negotiated addition-
al wage increases.

Since strikes are illegal in Spain and
official reprisals have been threatened,
the reports that representatives of offi-
cially controlled syndicates are holding
daily meetings with the employers and
workers “trying to arrive at a solution”
raise a question:
workers, i.e., whom are the syndicates
negotiating with?

{Turn to last pagel

Who speaks for the

tries, at least the following pictare has
now become indisputably clear:

For the past ten, fifteen or twenty
years the CPSU and hence Russia has
been run by a man.who had arhitrary
and uncontrollable powers, and who used
them  in the manner of an absolute
despot.

His powers were so extreme that even
his closest colleagues and the highest
zovernment. officers had no court of ap-
peal against his decisions.

His power extended not only to ma]nr
decisions of state but to complete.control
over the personal life and fate of every-
one - in the country, from the humblest
worker or farmer to the highest: govern-
ment officer,

During thizs whole period, a large
nuinker of prominent rirembers .of thﬁ
CPSU and government, . as el
B e R mexe purgtu
by ‘this . despot.: ‘Some were  exiled:-for
shorter or longer ferms to Sibefia,
othérs were éxecuted.

All lost the most important posession
a person can have in Russian society:
thé confidence and support of ‘the-party
in all its ramifications. This meant that
they lost professional status, job security
and the like, at the very least.

ONE MAN DID IT?

Although the present leaders-claim that
Stalin was persomaily’responsible: for this,
it is clear that the “cult of the personal-
Hy" did not stop with him:

It is jmpossible, in a society on
Russia's scale, for one man. to hold-all
the strings in his hands. He must have
subordinates who-carry-out-his’ will. In
every despotism known to history- this:
has meant a whole. series of hierarchs,
each of whom is supreme with regard-to
those:below him, and helpless with re-
gard to those above, but who are bound
to each other and to the top despot by a
community of interest in the preserva-
tion of their power.

The present leaders admit that this
waa true,. at least, with repard to Beria‘
and others who have been charged with
direct personal responsibility in the
purges of men now declared innocent of
any crime,

The picture of Stalin’s Russia thus
revealed—not by Hearst, or by capitalist
enemies of socialism, but by the present
top leadership of the Comriunist Party
and the government of the USSR—is
that of an absolute despotism. It now
transpires that the top despot was ma-
levolent, capricious, and even insgne.

But what, fundamentally, would have
been changed, if he had been, as his
world movement proclaimed him hersto-
fore, a benevolent universal genins?
What would have been changed, not

{Continued on page 7)

LEFT OUT

of this issue, becouse of the unusuael
number of pages turned over #o the
question of the Stalinist -crisis, are
some of our regular crﬂelu and fea-
tures, including: our "London Letier™;
@ report on the recent Philadelphia
Third Comp Conference; more on the
ISL’s coming hearing in Washington; a
couple of book reviews; and Part V of
our series "'Stalinism Without Stalin,”
dealing with the Bevanite theory of’
Russia.
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 LABOR ACTEON

By JACK WILSON '
e N <E Detroit, Apr. 16
* The - repercussions from the recent
@lichigan milk farmers' strike confirmed
previous - impressions that there was
much move -to this situation than seemed
o appear-on the surface. =
" 1% turns out ‘that the milk farmer: are
reaught, along with all other soclal forces
‘opérating “dround them, in the feud be-
dwen Jimmy Ho¥a and Walter P. Reuther.
| In the bitter aftermath of the strike,
it has been revéaled that (1) Homer
Martin, adviser of the Fair Share Asso-
wiation of dissidents who led the strike,
was on the payvoll of Hoffa to the tune
of 8160 & week since last December; (2)
the CIO repeatedly offered real help with
only one string attached: get rid of
Martin.

As a result, the dissident farm group
split wide open this week. A majority of
its leaders voted to mccept a CIO offer
made by 'Gus Scholle, head, of the Michi-
gan CIO, to take 31000 a month for or-
ganizing purposes and otherwise obtain
CIO assistance.- A minority decided to
remain with Martin and Hoffa.

UNREST

Last week, six officials of a Grand
Rapids local of the UAW were suspend-
ed by Walter P. Reuther for supporting
the independent Society of Skilled
M'rades, an organization -seeking to woo
the skilled workers away from the UAW.
The suspended officials are being brought
up on trial of dual-unionism. This is part
of -a major crackdown coming in the
UAW against this organization and its
supporters.

Meonwhile, the newspaper of the So-
ciety of Skilled Trades carried the sensa-
fional story this past week that the UAW
hod suppressed an entire issue of the pa-

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Directer .

After a good showing the previous
week, the drive took a rest this wesk
when only three cities in the campaign
made any showing at all. A slim total of
$450 was received, bringing the national

total over the $6000 mark or just over’

60 per cent of our over-all quota.

This is far from giving us comfort
g0d we trust that.those areas which have
‘been holding: off- turn about, face .and.
shoot the payments up much higher than-
they: have averaged thus far.

JAn-the past- week New York and Chi-
cago: paid in-sums to put the latter up
near the- three-quarter mark and.moved
New. York over the.halfway in its local
drive. New York sent in $285 and Chi-
<ago ;3165. Reading, however, completed

its guota . in, one payment and joined St -
Louis and Oregon as the only places that - -

have done it yet.
We are: mchhq the final weeks in the

FUND DRIVE BOX SCORE ;

Gity Guota Paid LA
3 $10.000 $6139.20 1.3
St. Louis ........ 25 60 240
Oregon .......... 60 50 100
Reading .......... [ 1] 50 100
Natl, Office ... 1,250 1065 85.2
Los Angeles ... 650 52645 R0.9
Bay Area ... 400 300 75
Chicago ........ 2,000 1475 737
Streator ........, a5 15 G0
Newark  ...... 400 223 B5.7
CGleveland ..... 150 80 53.3
Petroit .......... ab 170.75 488
New York ... 3,800 2069 54.5
Philadelphis .. 200 ™ a8.5
Pittsburgh ..., 200 58 29
Seattle ........ 150 20 13.3
Buffalo ....... 150 0 0
Indiana 100 0 0
Akron. ....n., 25 0 0
” .

Support Your
LABOR ACTION —
We need every dollar that TLABOR

écmm readers can send n.
hecks  for the ISL Fund Drive

i .lﬁbﬁ'. Notes on the Scene

~ Quicken the Pace on dhe Drive!

Fy -

in Detroit
per of its own Wayne County Toel and
Die Council, because that paper carried a
four-point program, including a demand
for an immediate 10 per cent woge in-
crease. for skilled workers. The move of
the loyal skilled workers was .made to
sotisfy .the dissetisfaction among skilled
workers in the so-called captive shops.
The blunt move of the UAW leader-
ship to stop all agitation among the
skilled workers by clamping down on
them is creating more unrest, and mak-
ing the task of defeating the dual unien
more difficult.

IMPASSE

The observation that a difficulty with
pnions is that they can't seolve union
problems under capitalism received some
painful .verification in the Detroit area
in recent weeks,

Joining Hudson, Midland Steel, and
other” ghost factories is Motor Products,
whose 3200 employees have been notified
that this automotive-parts manufacturer
is going out of business for higher
wages, better working conditions, -pen-
sions, etc., disappear.

Nor will the modified GAW help these
workers.- Their lifetime jobs are evajorat-
ing. And they join the growing line of
embittered old-Hime unionists in their 40s
and 505 who can't get jobs in the old field
they know: auto-plant work.

Vineo Corporation, which employed
600 workers, likewise announced its shut-
down at the end of this model. It can't
meet competition, and like many other
auto-parts plants is folding up.

The big question now is: Can Stude-
baker-Packard survive this vear? Ditto
Hudson-Nash.

The failure of the auto industry to
have any real spring pick-up is aceceler-
ating this whole cruel process.

ON THE JIM CROW FRONT }

By BETTY PERKINS

Businessmen in the South tear their
hair, and industrialists in the North be-
gin to reconsider about moving: their
plants southward, as a new form of pro-
test fills the area and. includes both the
white and Negro population ‘in gijies in
five states in a.wave of. boycotts.:

Outstanding. among the. boycotts, of
course,.is the famous five-month-old bus

. boyeott. by 45,000 Montgomery : (Ala.)
Negroes, whese leader, ‘Martin. L. King
J1., has:been found guilty of -illegal boy-
cott under an old anti-labor law and is
now appealing his conviction.

The effectiveness and solidarity of the
Montgomery Negroes have drawn sup-
port, moral and finanecial, from all over
the world, while their methods  hawve
gained the support of many of -the,
churehes, This drive against segregation
in city transportation still deserves and
needs support from those who honestly
believe-in democracy, g .

Another beycott of long standing Is in
Qrangeburg, S. €., where. 20 - Negroes
signed a petition asking for desegregaoted
schools Jast September and suddenly
found their bank and wholesole credit cut
off. Farmers could not get their usual crop
loans until they signed stotements denying
membership In the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People.
[Here the racists took a leaf out of the
anti-labor beok of the T-H *‘non-Commu-
nist efidavit.”)

Negroes promptly retaliated by denv-
ing their trade to establishments sus-
pected of supporting the White Citizens
Councils.

In many parts of thée South, the Ford
Motor Company, the Falstaff Brewing
Company and the Philip Morris Com-
pany have seen their business drasti-
cally cut by rumors that they aid the
cause of Negro equality.

Ford's 50 per cent loss of business in

T L

drive and still have almost $4000 to go to
conclude the campaign successfully, That
means three weeks from the time of this
writing and means an average of over
51000 o week,

_That is a stiff requirement imposed on
the drive, but it is the only way we can
do the job again this year. If the 15
nreas which made no contribution in the

. past week come through for the next re-

port, an altogether different result would
ensue and we would stand an excellent
chance of completing~the drive without
andue delays and hardship. This is it,
friends.

N\
LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
174 Weid 147Sfraet, New York Cy
specializes in boaks and pemphlets
on the Labor and Socialist move.
ment,. Marzism, etc., and oan sup-
- ‘ply bocks of all -publishers.

Send for vur free book list.

.
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ing of ‘the Find for the Re’pm e, an
independent agency set up by the Ford
Foundation, .

Philip Morris has suffered because 't
used pictures of Negroes in its cigarette
ads, and the “sin” of Falstaff Brewing
was that of buying a lifetime member-
ship in the NAACP for one of its Negro
salesmen in expectation of increasing his
business,

Philip Morris, also accused of con-
tributing to the NAACP, backed out
with the explanation. that its.only con-
tribution had been to the St. Louis Com-
~munity Chest-whieh includes: the Urban:
League. 1

One soft-drink organization:was boy-
cotted by each side,.first by Jim Crow
whites because:.of rumored- contributions
to the NAACP, and then by Negroes:he-
cause. of . rumors- of donations. to. the
.WCC. Similar boycotts: have  appearad-in:
Florida, Georgim, Louisiana and: Missis-'
sippi—some. purely: lotal; soms. regional,,
some short, some fairly lengthy,” '

The problem is' becoming such-a. threat..
to. the South’s new. prosperity that even-
politicians are beginning to speak out

’Picket Dominicans .
In NYC—Tuesday

A picket line- for Tuesday, April 24,
between 5-6 p.m., at the Dominican con-
sulates, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, N. Y. €.,
has been called in the name of the Com-
mittee to Defend Franco's Labor-Vietims
to protest the kindapping-of Jesus .de
Galindez.

De Galindez's active opposition to- the
Trujillo dictatorship—combined with ‘the
known fact that he had received threats,
makes the Dominiean regime the leading
suspect in his recent disappearance in
New York City,

De Galindez was the leader of the
Basque anti-Franco exiles.in this coun-
try and in this capacity has worked with
the committee for a. number of years.

As LABOR ACTION reported last week,
it has been revealed that the legal repre-
sentative in the United Siates of the
Dominican dictatorship is Franklin. D.
Roosevelt Jr.. Principled liberals. should
join this picket line to show that they

ohould be made out to Albert Gates. ﬁ::’m I:‘ASI.E:I..' BEN HALL oppose Trujillo’s murderous dietatarship
- CONTRIBUTE! SR el e B SMITH even if some of their leaders do-net.
“~ : s . 2

decoﬂpw.t;apon Hits
Hard for Negro Rights

- Mississippi State Senator William Alex-
ander says, “We cannot afford boycotts,”
and Memphis sets up a special Race Re-
iations Committee to prevent and. deal
with such economic reprisals.

From the anziety caused by this eco-
asmic. warfare,. it is plain that the boy-.
%ot i3 @ very powerful weapow in +the
.hands of the oppressed,

‘It was first used by the Land Leaguers
of Ireland in the . eighteenth 'century

(whose first vietim, Capt. Boycott, gave

- hig name to.the method) ; it was used by
the American colonists against England,
and by the Chinese against the Japanese,

Its power and:effectiveness have been
tested by struggle, and the economic boy-
cott forms a cognt complement to the
NAACP program of legal attack on seg-
regation.

Shachtman Talks
On 20" Congress
To Packed Hall

New York, Apr. 12

Max Shachtman, national chairman of
the Independent Socialist League, ad-
dressed an- overflow audience of about
200 on the subject “Stalinism Without
Stalin: The 20th Congress of the Rus-
sian Communist Party,” at Adelphi Hall
tonight. The meeting, chaired by YSL
national chairman .Michael Harrington,
was jointly sponsored by the ISL and the
Young Socialist League,

The turnout for the meeting, between
175 and 200, proved to be larger. than
had been anticipated, so that some peo-
ple had to be accommodated in an ad-
joining room and some others, had to be

NEd EWRY AU THe do0Ts s maal faa o

Of interest and significance is ibe fact
that about a dozen adherents of the Labor
Youth League were preseat. Most of these
attended the ISL-YSL meeting in response
to leaflets which the Y5L had ben dis-
tributing to LYL meetings and Jefersan
Schoel lectures during the preceding
week.

Comrade; Shachtman began. his talk by
outlining. the history of Stalin's crimes
and detailing the admissions which Mos-
cow is now muking about-them. He point-
ed out that there was absolutely nothing
new in what Khrushchev & Co. were say-
ing.about. Stalin; revolutionary -soeinlist
opponents of Stalinism-have ‘been indi-
cting “Stalin. and the -Stalin regime for
over. thirty: yeuars. What is-new eonsists
of the fact-that it is they who now point
the mecusing -finger.

He snalyzed- the- reasons-for the -anti--
Stalin' development, - explaining-that - its
source is to be found in both the :deaire

' of the ruling. bureaucracy for:a.period

of “relaxation” and ‘in the pressures.of
the masses who:detest the regime. How-
ever, he pointed out, the very nature of
the ‘totalitarian . bureaucratic-collectivist
system inevitably tends back toward
one-man - rute, and this process has al-
ready begun. Shachtman also showed the
hollowness of the eclaims that Khrush-
chev is introducing democracy. [A sec-
tion of Shachtman’s talk is printed else-
where in: this issue of Lasor AcTion.]
The question and discussion period
proved fo be one of the highlights of the

evening os a result of the foct that a
number of the adherents or sympathizers
of the Labor Youth League present took
the floar to defend their views. Indeed,
this part of the meeting war almost en-
tirely devoted to exchanges between them
and Shachtman,

- ‘These LYLers clearly iiidicated that
despite their belief that Stalinism is “so-
cialismy” the latest developments -have
raised some doubts in -their minds. One
such LYLer spoke at great length, stat-
ing that he had been shocked by the reve-
lations about Stalin, but that he: had
known all along that there was much in
Russian society which was undemocratic
and that many innocent people had been '
murdered by the regime. He said that he |
had known these things and that it was
true that he had kept quiet about them,
but ‘that he believed that Russia ‘“was |
building socialism” and that the large-|
scale industrial development during the
last -twenty-five years proved this, as!

ICoptinged on poge 1)
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Tﬂf DIS(USSION IN TIIE’ (P CONTINUES—

"We Must Probe Ilow It Can Happen...” -

By GEORGE POST

The past weeks have witnessed increased confusion w1thm the
American Communist Party, which is heavily involved in the “revela-
tions’ of the Russian 20th Party Congress. This atmosphere has allowed

the party, or at least significant voices within it, to “re-evalua

” cer—

tain aspects of the American Stalinists’ line on various questions, in

particular those which have long
both within and around the CP.

Thus, for example, many: party
writers are “taking a new look at
the Negro guestion,” in an attempt
to abandon the last remmnants of
the CP’s theory of “self-determi-
nation for the Negro people in the
black-belt,” a theory which always
had been identified as being de-
rived from “Stalin’s work on the
national question.”

Abner Berry, who in the past publicly
has. supported the line without question
{although certain CP leaders such as
Doxey- Wilkerson had not}, writing in
the West Coast CP paper, the People's
Waorld, for April 12, declared that since

the 20th Party Congress had. attacked _

“doctrinairism,” the American CP should
re-examine its line on the Negro gques-
tion,

Shachtman
Talks — —

[Continued from page 2}

well as. proving that the standard of liv-
ing of the workers had increased great-
ly. Moreover, he stated, Khrushchey
would introduce democracy.

During the exchange, Shachtman took
up the claim that the growth of industry
equaled socialism, explaining why this
was false. He showed not only that the
growth of industry and the exploitation
of the masses are not cont:r-mimtoxy, as
‘Lers,
but that indeed the vast mdustnal de-
velopment in Russia took place only
through the most extreme exploitation
of the Russian workers and peasants by
the ruling class,

In a firm but sympathetic manner,
Shachtman asked them how they knew
that Khrushchey was introducing de-
mocracy in Russia and would straighten
out all of Stalin’s “misdeeds.” Wasn't it
true, he challengingly inquired, that they
were now being asked to believe that the
present Russian rulers would institute
“gollective leadership” and put an end to
undemoeratic abuses on the same basis
that they had previously been efpected
to think Btalin “the greatest génius of
mankind,” namely the word of the Rus-
sian Stalinist leadership and the leaders
of the American CP? Why should you
take their word for it, he asked, the word
of these people who did not lift a finger
to oppose Stalin when he was alive? De-
mand deeds, not words, he told them,

He pointed out that their leaders had
in the -past sychopantically endorsed
everything Stalin did and were just as
sycophantically. now endorsing the new
line. Why should you believe them now,
when you know they have deceived you
in the past, he enquired?

He explained to them that because of
the .attitude of the Communist Party
they had been kept in ignorance-of the
independent. socialist movement in this
country and knew nothing about it
“Why don't you read our press and find
out about us, even if its just in order to
be able to oppose us intelligently?" he
suzzested to them. And in conclusion, he
proposed that they ask their leaders to
accept the YSL challenge to debate the
meaning of the dethronement of Stalinm.

In Philadelphic—Hear
Max Shachtman

on
STALINISM WITHOUT
STALIN

The Meaning of the
20th Congress

THURS., MAY 3, at 8:30 p.m.

S4. James Hotel, Room 304
13th and Walnet

Auspices:
Independent Socinlist League

been felt to be mistaken by many

“Indeed,” Berry writes, “there is now
a pgrave doubt as- to whether there was
a basis for-restating in 1946 the old anal-
ysis of the Negro people-constituting a
nation in the ‘Black Belt." And this is
written with the full recognition of my
own contribution to, and partial ‘respon-
sibility for, the final decision.”

In the same fashion; the CP's current
‘“discovery’ that it was wrong in not de-
fending the 16 members of the Socialist
Workers Party- who were convicted in
Minneapolis at the beginning of Wourld
‘War Il under the Smith Act, enables it
to get out from under one of the major
accusations against it when it currently
appodes -this infamous law,

On the Jewish question in particular,
the CP press has made a sharp switeh, as
against the -shtill denials of Russian anti-
Semifism which had been the CP's task in
the past. The Stalinist press is currently,
in line with the new lire, feeling “a deep
sense of indignation, anger and grief over
the latest disciosures of violatien of so-
ciaflist -principles ander the Stalin regime
in the Soviet Union."”

No less a leader than Eugene Dennis,

« writing in the Daily Worker of April 16

deeries the *imprisonment and execution
of political and ecultural leaders of the
Jewish community in the Soviet Union.”

Dutifully the American CP has de-
nounced the “Rajk frameup™ in Hun-
gary. The People’s World for April 11
goes so far as to liken it to the frame-
ups of Haymarket, the Molly Maguire,
Joe Hill, Sacco and Vanzetti, the Rosen-
bergs and Willie McGee, And, of course,
the Kostov “frameup” in Bulgaria is also
denounced e
> 5o ¥he new llie 1§ Tmplemen
typical Stalinist fashion. The Russian pcr--
ty-decries Stalin; the American party seec-
onds it; the Rusiian bureaucracy calls for
“eriticism and self-criticism': the Ameri-
can party dutifully engages in same—and-
finds thot it has exactly the same criti-
cisms fo make. Because of this puppet-
like reaction, the most important thing to
observe is not that this goes on, but the
way it goes on, what it reveals about the
CP from below.

ONE LONG MISTAKE

The letters to the editor in the CP
press still vemain the most interesting
thing ahout the entire discussion, for

IN SAN FRANCISCO—

they, in part at any rate, reveal some:

thing of what goes on in the minds of:

the rank-and-file CPer, forced, as the
lady said at- the Jefferson School, to
“learn how to think.”

One of the most revealmg: of- these

letters is by someone wha describes. him-

self as a uniom man from- Philadelphia.
He lists a series of ‘mistakes .committed
by the American CP, mistakes which
amount to nothing less than the total CcP
position on every major guestion in the
past ten years,

In the first place, the ngressne Par-
ty was a mistake, for it isolated them
from the labor movement.

In the second place, the party exag-
gerated the threat of war and in so do=
ing utilized mechanical tactics which_iso-
1ated them from the people.

In the third place, the party had a
1'aisg estimate of the imminence of eco-
nomic crisis.

In the fourth place, on MeCarthyism,
the CP “retreated too far, again leaving
the people to find their own way, which
they did."

In the fifth place, their line on the
Negro question was wrong.

And in the sixth place, on the question
of agttatic-n for socialism, he writes, “We
Just guit.”

A reader of the Daily Worker, who

writes that he was in Hungary during
the Rajk trial, demands:
. "We must probe how it happens that
innocent people are exccuted under social-
ism. Whot hoppens that persons with
doubts remain silent? What happens that
people are stampeded into demanding the
decth penalty for the accused, despite an-
abhorrence of capifal punishment? What
about the prosecutor in the cose? Whot
of the judge? What of the people like
myself, who were led to oceept. the mere
accusation as justice, and ready to shun
anyone who dared profest?”

G. 8., writing in the Daily Worker for
April 11, questions the entire procedure
of Stalinist “self-criticism.”

“Why,"” he asks, “were crmc:sms of
l&ﬂw—&f_&"&ﬁq—mﬁu

“text of which has not évén been pub-

lished in the Soviet Union? Why does
not the present Soviet leadership openly
declave their own reésponsibility for past
errors? If Beria and his gang were re-
sponsible for the break with Yugoslavia
why was he not brought to open trial?
If the executions in Hungary were
frame-ups is it correct to put all the
blame on a police chief rather than the
party leadership?"

"“ABERRATION"?

Thus, the readers of the Daily Worker
and the People’s World make, when all
their individual contributions are com-
bined, what amounts to nothing less than

a total attack on Stahmsm ther quemcm
its politics on almost every major ques-
tion, they question even the nature of the
current accusations against Beria, whé
is accused and convicted without an open
triak (even a murderer is entitled to
tHat elementar y democratic right,) and
they question the present Jea&exsh:p of
the Russian bureaucratic elass.

But there is still a significant gap be-
tween even such ¢ measure of - disillusion-
ment and a ‘turn toward revelutionary
opposition ta Stalinism, on the part of
serious ronk-and-filers of the movemant.
especially the youth, who have mistokenly
identified their radical svmﬁhs ‘with
the Russian totalitarian regime.

. This gap is utilized in .the pages. of'
the Daily Worker, as the party leader-

ship puts up arguments to keep the mem-
bership loyal despite the mind-shaking
disclosures.

The current discussion of ‘Russian
official anti-Semitism is a good cdse in
point, for the party leadership tries to
apologize for it by declaring: “in 3
socialist country Iike the USSR, where
there are no exploiting classes, whatever
temporary distortions’ have acenrred in
attitudes to nations and peoples, what-
ever violations of the principles of social-
ist justice have taken place—these are
departures from the principles of social-
ism. The progress and advance of social-
ism makes the correction of these
aberrations inevitable. And that is what
i3 now taking place in the Soviet Union,
under the leadership of the Commumnist
Party of that country.”

BASIC EQUATION

The argument is simple: Russia is @
socialist society, and a socialist society
has mechanisms within it to correct its
mistakes; the horrors now being revealed
are’ just mistakes; and the socialist
society will correct them.

This may satisfy many American
rank-and-file CPers who have not them-
selves been part of the apparatus, whose
life within the party has been a matter
of ALP activity and the like; for many.
of them have a simple equation in their!
heads which reads: State ownership of
the economy = socialism; therefore
Russia is socialist; therefore all these
things are simply aberrations,

It is the first premise which is fund-

amental to the CP apologia. Jumping the.
_gap means: to xealize that_the stafa

WIS e m;.rw.r: BEHC dwunul.y ‘I.Il:lqe]( bl:&nqﬂ_

ist fotalitarianism is the social basis of;
a new type of - expleiting society which:
is as antithetical to socialism as it is to
capitalism. It is the type of social system
we call bureaucratic collectivism.

Russia is not @ socialist society. Social-
ism means more freedom than capitalism,.
not less. And this freedom depends not,
simply on state ownership of means eﬂ
production, but on werking-class "owner-;
ship™” of the state,

But the “aberrations” that have heen.
revealed mean there is not a particle of
actual political power that resides in
the hands of the masses of people in
Russia, And without this, theie can be:
no socialism,

Schneiderman Says He Doesn’t Know...

By CHARLES WALKER
San Francisco, Apr. 6

About 350 Stalinists and their sympa-
thizers, disturbed to varying degrees, at-
tended the. CP's only San Francisco
meeting devoled to explaining the 20th
Congress of the Russian party. It was
held - tonight with: State CP Chairman
William Schneiderman doing the ex-
plaining. Schneiderman is currently
stumping California on this subject.

Schneiderman's approach was to stress
the “positive’ and more theoretical fea-
tures of the 20th Congress, as against
the more sensational matters like the
assault on Stalin’s- reputation and the
revelations of past injustices, The latter,
he claimed, were being deliberately
pushed by the “State Department” to
“divert attention,”

For the most part Schneiderman fol-
lowed the course already laid out by
American CP explainers. The congress

What about the role of the other Rus-
sian leaders? BSchneiderman said he
didn't know; wasn't there.

As for the 1.8, the CP (he said)
should have known better after the
“Browder episode”; but even with moxe
information, it would still be debatable
as to what action should have heen
taken, “in the face of anti-Soviet slan-
ders”; perhaps it would not have been
mentioned at all.

Written questions submitted to Schnei:
dérman .and onswered by him indicoted

real uneasiness in the !ucu! rgnh. Svclmqa-
derman's replies were evasive,

—Didn't the Rajk confession. and, the
doctors’ confessions call for real doubt
about Soviet justice?—It calls~into ques-
tion the “methods of review.” However,
there are no excuses: for false and
framed-up charg'eq Don’t blame indi-
viduals.

—Was the re-evaluation: of Stalin tak-’

ing place in the best' manneyr’ possible?—
This is questionable. Other CPs should
have participated.

—When w11l public oppos:tmn fo cur-
rent doetrines be pc-ssrhle in the Soviet
Union?—It is now going on [so claimed
Schneiderman coolly, without even. re-
ferring to the armed suppression of the
Tiflis demonstration or the unanimity of
the 20th Congress]. It was stifled before,
but it is to be hoped thit wider latitudes
of democracy will be opened up as the
war recedes.

—Why did the French CP supporf Mel-
let in Algeria? Doesnt this aid imperial-
lsm?—We lock informotion. [A frequent
reply by Schneiderman.] However, it
seems hecessary to prevent France from
getting a right-wing government and be-
coming an American puppet. If the French
broke from the U.S. and came #o an
agreement with the Soviet Unien on inter-
notional policy, this would contribute to
peaceful solutions of werld problems. The
French CP would #ry to influence the

French socialists better from within, es .

far as Algeria Is concerned. . .,

(Of course, in the meantime the Alg-e--
rian people should no doubt hail the Stal-
inists for arming their oppressors! Note:
also- that in this reply, Scﬁneiderman|
automatically accepts, as always, the!
vole of the other CPs as auxiliaries of’
Russian foreign- -policy needs, with the-
right to sell out any fight for freedom to
achieve any Moscow slogan.)

-—Why was no correction of mistakes:
made before Stalin’s death? -—-Don‘f;
know.

—How do you preserve monolithic
umtv and still prevent errors?—There-
ig a time for dlsc:plme and unity, and-
there ave other times when thiz is only "
a pretext for anti-demoeratic acts. When
it’s the right time for democracy, use it,

{Of course, the decision as ta which’
time is which . . . will be made by the
little Stalins.)

—Did you, Schneiderman, discuss your
speech with the leadership before giving.
it?—I wouldn’t have dared otherwise;

Schneiderman did his level best te
answer the faithful. Most of the audi-
ence seemed to be composed of middle-
aged and older people who have probably.
been around the CP for vears.

Among the Labor Youth League
youth, the response may be different.’,
Schneiderman will probably also hold a.,
meetmg on the same subject in the East

Bay area, and more dlsserit may be wis-
ible there. 4 '

|



The bureaucracy is caught between
the people's hatred below, and the
need for a supreme class arbiter

THE RUSSIAN

CRISIS

AND THE STALIN CULT

By MAX SHACHTMAN

The first thing that has to be grasped, and that has to become an
integral and homogeneous part of your thinking about the regime and
the situation in Russia, is this: that no regime in the world, certainly
not any in existence today, is as hated by its people as is the Stalinist

regime,
" The expl:ﬂ'hﬂun of the peaple—that Is. -
the amount of surplus labor squeezed out
of them as compared to whot is granted
to them for their lobor—the degree of ex-
ploitation probebly does not have an
equal in the 20th century, and very few
in the 19th. The focts are absclutely indis-
putable ‘on Hhis score. Newhere. do the

workers get so litHe for what they furn.

n.-l'.ql. 4n Russia, . and that hus been -true
'mow since the: rise and centolidation . of
th Staliniat: mime. .
The  American worker‘is explmbed,,
is, the Chimese. m&thg Indian; the Ger-.
mad and the South African—so, alse in
. all the capitalist cuamrma. My;mmst
3 knmthﬁ. But in.the U. S., in. England, -
- in: France, when the worker pro-
: &ucas this.much he gets that miigh—half,
& third; mhqtever it.ig. If he qoubleg his
;mo;!ur# ‘his. income goes up 10 per
cend, En' per cent; there’s some coryes-
pondence; & Imqatahle correspondencs,
th:.t ig,a ca;ntahst one, but there ig some
cormpvndence. / -
The Russian worker has douhted and
tre_bled guadrupled and ‘quintupled pro-
duction .in' the country. Not only  does
"éverybody know_that but it is the proud-

e&t-boast of the Btalinist reg'lme. Tdlk to
some-hollowr-headed -intellectuals 'wim_émn! pac

iow the Stalinists and They point 1o

abave all, But ‘the standard of living of

the Russmn workers has Irept no signifi-
cant pace’ with that e‘xpansmn

- Roughly ‘spesking, that is, in terms of
the degm of explmt-atmn of the Ru.uslan
Working elass:

‘come was half—I take - -arbitrary figures
‘only for illustration, you unﬂerstand——

‘and let's say the production is now in--

‘creased by that much, as it has been-—
five and ten and twenty times in certain
_frelds—yet, the standard of living ‘has
only increased that much.

No Russian worker needs a book about
this, He may not understand that, as he
does ‘not in some cases; he msy'.exptnin
it away as proper or.as inescapable; but
no-worker, excepting he be. made of solid
clay, fails to grasp that on his.own skin.
In every country workers know that, In
Hussia they know it most partieularly,
because there the contrast is so glaring.

LAND WITHOUT EQUAL

That's -a thing that does not produce
love of a regime. It is 1101. human to be-
lieve that it could.

The oppression s wnequalied, hnlrr.
Maybe yesterday It woa greater in Ger-
many uader Miter's: but cutside of that,-
it is unequolled,

‘No country, has slave camps like Rus-

sia. Other. countries have slaves—a hun-
dred, a thousand, ten thousand—but no
country numbers its slaves in millions,
certainly no modern country. You have
to po back to the primitive slime of Boer
chauyinism in South Africa to find any-
thing corresponding to what you have in
Russia.
" How is it pessible to doubt it now, if
Khrushehev says, “I didn’t dare open 'my
mouth, because if T had, it would have
been closed permanetly and on the spot.”
Does it need any imagination, does it
need. any photographs or documents; to
understand what a worker felt—a name-
less worker? to understand what his con-
ditions must have been if he opened his
mouth?

If Mikoyan and all the rest of that
scum now tells us that tens of thousands
of sterling, impeccable revolutionists of
great authority, power and standing
were sent to Siberia, to the camps and
to their death, not even for opening
their mouths but because of the whim or
ca,pnce of Stalin or Beria—can you im-
agine what happened to the nameless
worker in the ranks, to the ones who
filled the eamps? -

Jet's say‘its produchon.
- was-this much to ‘start with, and its.in-

The one long nightmare of purges—do
you think it it only Trotsky, Zinoviev,
Kamenev, the other leaders of the Bol-
sheyiks? Do you think-it hit only kulaks?
The purpes hit every . family virtually
without exception—perhaps neot even
with the exception, of Stalin’s family, be-
cause already the ‘rumors are spreading
that he murdered his own wife—rumors
“Swhich were presented as fact by a for-
«mer ‘head of the GPU: [Alexander Orlov]
a few” yedrs ago, whose. storieg .about the -
ug;nne are how. being authenticated by
. can - and: Khrusbehev, ‘and the rvest
. Scavcely-one family escaped the purge
m one. way -or another. What do you

think thaf did to: their attitude tqmrii.

“the wgtme—wﬂil it-with-lowel

" THE PEOPLE KNOW

'I-'htr are lsting for the dey of.the reck-
ntwmmm it from . heing
‘a one..

‘The bulk of the people realize how pro-
foundly great is the responsibility of the,

Stalin regime for the war. They heard
and read in the. ofﬁcia] press of the

“g-reat friendship” between Russia and

man_v mqug-urutgd by the infamous
tem‘lm‘ 39 “The; I:n'ow hoy
h:p Wwas =3

they wera told that .this would save them

from the war,.and they know how the

WaL: came,

.. The people have ways of knowing. The
marvelous thing is how, in a totalitarian
country,all sorts of stories spread—un
true ones and-also the true. one. It is that
anstoppable, .osmotic. process by which
people absorb. knowledge, even in totali-
tarian countries.

- And. thoy know that -the British bour-
geoisie in its own interests warned ihe
Stalinists that Hitler was preparing to
attack, and he pooh-poohed it..

The. Russian people, not only Stalin,
and the Russian land suffered agonies
because of it, It is sometimes estimated
that there were 40 million dead in the
Second World War. Not all of these were
avoidable under anybody, but the colossal
size ‘of that figure is rightly put at the
feet of the Stalinist bureaucracy.

CENSUS OF HATRED

That too everybody has felt on his
own hide—not as a political ides, not as
an abstraction, not as a discussion of the
theory of socialism in one country—but
on his own hide, in his own home. The
“lack- of preparation” about which
they're. speaking so.deliciously now: it's
only the beginning of what they will say.

There was no country that the Hitlerites
went through more eosily. than Russia,
when. they. attacked: like @ hot knife
through buter, Even the French did bet-
ter; the Poles did better with their lances
against the Reichswehr tanks,

That's widely known; a people does
not forget that.

Widely known also in Russia is the
fact that in not one of the other belliger-
ents in the war, not in any other on any
side, not on the German side, not on the
other side, in no other country except in
Russia, did so many people rebel against
their own regime during the war. Hun-
dreds of thousands went over to the
Nazis, millions-even.

These were not big leaders, they were
nameless people, humble people. Twenty
and more years after the revolution, how
deep (ask yourselves) must have been
the detestation that. these people felt for
their own regime that they deserted it
in wartime—not only refuse to fight but
to take up arms along with the enemy,
the invader; and what an invader!—a
faseist invader against their own armies,
their own country.

Was there another? .In France, Doriot

'Iﬁﬂe" blood,” Wd P m”d"'_“‘fﬁ""“" I!r']!umﬁhm Bulgarm. Pniand, they saw’

A section from Shacktman's talk
on “The 20th Party Congress”
at the New York meeting (story
on page 2). Somewhat
condensed.

assembled fewer people than are in this
room for his battalions to fight along-
side the Nazis. All the people that Quis-
ling gave the German army from Nor-
way would rattle around in your head.
Among the FPoles; nobody or néxt to no-
body.feught on thre side-of the Germdns;
the British, . nobody—not" dne, except:
Lord st-ﬂaw.

THE'I" SAW

‘Bat Ukrainians, White: l-ulm. people
in the -Crimea, Russians, In -hundreds of
thoesands: deserted!: Lot's oy 'Hlty'mre'
ebysmal reachenories, to be cursed and
© driven; sub of ol -ciullized . saciaty—int'y
soy, let that he: hut. whet does it show.
about their: attitude toword the regime?

And-then: there were-the people who

didn’t desert, who-didn't g0 ever to the.

other side—the. plain soldier, who fought
under horrible: com:b;:ous where ‘Stalin’s
great . "military  genius,'" . so. much ad-

mired by, the bootlickers, copsisted. in .

pouring human ftesh into the pot: “Stuff
the tanks with flesh—of that we have
p‘lent\ '

Those who sumved and pursued the
Nazis throughout Eastern Eurtlpe, came
to the countries, the miserable cpuntries
of Eastern Eumpe, poverty-shrcken

thilgs that didn't exist anywhere “in
Russia except for the bureaucrats,

And so powerful was the impaet of
this vision—not propagands but what

they saw with their own eyes—that®

when they came back, a campaign led-up
by Kalinin, - the late president of the
Soviet republic, had to be launched and
-sustained for months to tell the popula-
tion, “don't listen to the talk of returned
soldiers=——some of our returned veterans
have been disoriented by the: fact that
the Poles can get matchea without ‘pay-
ing for them.”

IN THE BUREAUCRACY,

Above all, T keep coming back to the
contrast, felt and seen and known and
undérstood “to one degree or another by
everybody, between the conditions uf the
masses and the exceedingly slow rate at
wirich they improved, when they im-
proved; thation the ohe'side! and on the
other side the stupendous growth of in-
dustry; the contrast also hetween the
conditions of the mmsses and the condi-
tions of the bureaucracy.

That's how the situation stands as far
@i the mosses are concerned. But then
there's alseo the bureawcracy itself—that
is, the rullag closs properly so called—
the millions whe ere #he. real rullng class.

Oddly enough, it too hated Stalin. Why
should it not? I am the head of the steel
trust up to Tuesday night, and Saturday
murn:ng. for no reason that I can tell,
I'm on a eattle car on the way to a con-
céntration camp in Siberia:
much stability in that; there's not much
security in that.

If there was hatred among the work-
ers, it was not less true of the bureau-
crats. Alas, there is no gratitude in poli-
ties. Stalin had raised them to power,
these bureaucrats, but that did not make
them grateful for it for good.

He raised them to power by killing off
all the revelutionists; he raised them to
power by establishing a dictatorship
over the masses such as they had never
suffered in all time going as far back as
Ivan the Terrible and further than that.
He did that to bring the bureauveracy to

power and raise it to the position of a -

ruling class.

THE NEED OF A RULER

But—and here is the trouble; the secret,
the key that unriddles the riddle—#he se-
cret is that -he could keep this bureau-
cracy in power only . ... by lifting himself-

_ dom;

"q'.l"t‘tle bi€ Bt f‘--. 5 uy 0
votes to my ‘35—~wh3r should T, 'tht minor- -

“There’s not-

ebove this bureowcracy. By him | mean
Stalin or his equivalent—him or his suc-
céssor,

There is the whole key so far as I
know it.

The bureaucracy is such—anlike, say,
a normal capitalist class—that it must
have over itself, it must lift out of its
own bowels, a supreme arbiter. If not
this ene, then that one. It must have one
—aotherwise, wretched as its existence is,
it would have no existence at all; it
wotlld be wiped out.

Because inside any ruling class there
are always differences—that’s normal,
that's proper, that's inevitable. [t has
differences, and im case of differences
among us, why is your view better than
mine? With all my modesty, which is
notorious, I nevertheless consider that
my view is at least as valid as wvours.
Normally, in case of differences you vote.

DEMOCRACY ON TOP?

Let us say, in the words of that re-
markable Isase Deutscher who can he
read in the Reporter, that demoeracy has
been established for the top bureancracy
already, and that pretty soon it will drib-
ble down—like a leak. It has been estab-
lished in the top bureaucracy, he says; it
is now established, he says, among over
200 people, at the present reckoning,

All ‘right, they have demoeracy, free-
they =peak, argue, band out leaf-
1éts, just amomp: the buresucrsts.’ Then
comes ‘thit ‘fatal hour for all demoeratic
organiistions—which &6 many  of ns-
dread, nﬁmeiy. a vote- We vote.

“And there is dlways %ichdnce that-my
point of* view—I] find ‘it deplorable ‘bot
must Tecognize it—will - not-—Teceive -a

majority of ‘the votes, You have o ma- -
~jority, [-have g minority: very well, “why

can’t !he bm-emicus.ta abide by -t t.h:s e~

sult?

T 1 esk in Fetura: why shosld thei minerity
of these 300 “ohide by the views of the
. majority, en: wWhat-basis shosid" they da '

this. wheh the guintesience ond heort and
nerves end . M of the bureawera¥c re-
g_iuuk the utqulia af tie ruls ofths ma-
jority? 1§ s ihconcelvable ' that -they.

whose very exitfence s @ rejection end
denial of majority rule, “thould simply sey -

within thelr ewn rouks: "Oeps, you lo'p
got the majerity—yen go." '

If there was this prepostérous dem_oc» :

racy among 200 bureaucrats, ‘and the

vote was taken- a.nd !etf's ss;- thaﬂr., mst—_

Ay By sintinidy

ity, bow to your interests? Do you bow
1o the wishes of ‘them, the masses; out
there? Why-should I?

WAY TO SUICIDE --

So two courses remsin to me. Let's say
a third; to“bow; "and let us say- lour
times out of five I will do it, bacause us
iy best friends know I am the congerial
type; but the fifth fime-I have iwa
courses’ open to-me, two enly,

One is to ‘appeal ‘to the masses—some
of them, the lower ranks it any case—
the next. 3000, the next 300,000, Now lat
us-examibe that coutse,

The mihute | appeal to -them | hove
called upon them to decide' problems.
basie probléms. But that is on Impossible
situation:- ¥ | do i new, and with  my
clever tricks and argements and deme-
gogy and intimidatan, | get some mere of
those peeple on my side, then you wilt go
and fry to get others . . . and where does
that lead te?

That way is organized suvicide for this
totalitarian bureaucracy. It cannot call
upon- the masses to solve its disputes; it
is impossible; it is excluded. They will
not do -1t; absolutely mot. Whatever 1%

{eft of my little political head. is ready to -

be staked on that as absolate dogma. -

ONLY ALTERNATIVE

What is the alternative? There is but
one: to prevent the masses from deciding
political questions and determinming the
fate of both myself and yourself—the
bureancrats. They must be kept-in check,
under the regime; and we must be kept
in check too, we ourselves, dpainst our
tendencies to appeal to the masses.

Therefore we exude from our midst
the supreme arbiter: he settles our dis-
putes. It is not that there are no dis-
putes, or that there never were disputes
among the bureaucrats under Stalin—
no, there were many; but never sutside.

There must always be the iron unien
and discipline of “the Leninist Central
Committee with Comrade Stalin as ite
head”—that language tells you every-
thing if you understand politieal lan-
suage, The bureaucracy does not go out-
side its ranks, but remembers that Com-
rade Stalin is at its head. Translated
into English: in case of serious disputes
in 'the ‘bureacracy, the héad, the su-
preme arbiter, decides.

That is in the nature of the animal.
They have to pay for their unexampled
pbwer, which no ruling class on the face
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of the earth enjoys to the same extent
as in Russia, by surrvendering to a su-
spreme arbiter.

DEIFICATION

And on top of that, if you follow this
simple mechanism, this supreme arbiter
had to be tronsformed into @ god, in order
#o make his decisions mere or less accept-
able to the masses.

Not even the biggest idiot or the big-
gest tyrant believes that you keep peo-
ple in check only with the sword. There’s
something else in addition. )

If Stalin simply handed down a deci-
sion as Joe Stalin, the well-known “pris-
oner of the Politburo,” then you and the
ranks could say: “So—that's his opinion,
and I have my opinion.” However, the
iegend has been created that this is not
Joe Stalin, but this is God. .

Then you have a different situation;
then at-least you have the possibility of
saying to the masses: “I kmow this may
sound preposterous but who can question
him-—who can guestion a man who is the
oreatest genius of all times?—greater
than Cal Coolidge. Who can question &
man who has mmade the most supreme
contributions to-philosophy, greater than
Avistotle, -greater even than ‘Norman
Vincent Pesle; whose contributions in
art hiave had no equal; who is o master
of surgery (that by the way was not 50
far from tight); who has- enriched  the
Russian. language as nobody.-before him?
- Theve was one thing that nlways stuck
in my erock, I don’t know why, that I
¢an: never forget; it is quoted from ane
of the Russian medical journals: “No ons
can practice gymecology. seriously with-
dut having studied Comrade: Stalin.”

SOURCE OF THE CULY

There was 85 field In which h;?#::
presanted os God in human ferm; :
was not-sscidental. It wee only in Hhet
guire ‘that he could-sct before the messas
&1 o supreme -arbiter. Thet i3, In my judg-
ment, the-sesrce—the secial tour
the “cult of the individual,” mei-Stalin'e-
- manis. )

Stalin's mania—1I leave this to :xpm.s
in psychology, of which 1 am not one—
ma; hnwng:en produced by the condi-
tions. inte which he was lifted; but one
thing-3s certain scientifically’ from"the"
social point of view: there lies the social
source of the “cult of the mdw_-ldu.al,' ~
4nd there consequently lies the social and.
political responsibility for cre.attpg_: and.
maintaining the cult of the individual.

It does mot come simply from Stalin;
it comes from-the -innermost nature _-of
the social” relations of Stalinist Russia;.
and the result had to be insecurity for.
the bureaucracy- snd well as-for the
working -elass,

Th.ais'ir why they hated him; nt_:d.h:m-d
him deeply, but had to have. h:m;_and
therein lay; and therein lies, their dilem-
ma—the real one; the mighty oOne, the
irtesolvable one, the ope that really re-
sulted in. reducing men; who used to
have courage-and confidence, to cowards,
to- silent people, to supine people, to
sycophants, Yo toadies; the like of which'
we have pot: knowmn since Oriental des-
potism many - years ago.

ARE THEY COWARDS?

These bureaucrats are not cowards by
their nature, so to speak. Four out of
five of them are tough people; they
showed that in their resistance to f.‘:he
Hitlerites. It wasnt just the Russian
worker and peasant who fought; _the
bureaucracy fought too—just as fasciats
and fascist officers fought on the other
gide. They are tough people—people
tough enoqugh to keep the masses under-
foot—people- tough enough to have de-
stroyed & revolutionary movement that
no tsar was ever able to destroy.

What turned them into cowards? what
if not that? That’s the social explana-
tion for it, T believe—not some personal
explanation. g

And anytime Khrushchev gels up in
front of his comrades, his fellow bureau-
crats, and narrates the storv of these
crimes of Stalin, how he murdered peo-
ple, of his frivolousness in matters of
jife and death, of his irresponsihility, of
his mania, and when he is asked, "Where
were you?” and when all he can answer
js, “Don’t you see, I was a coward”—
then I say: No, it is not true. 1 defend
this liar from his lies, It was not simply
cowardice that prompted his silence—
not at all '

All he con say is. "I was afraid; if I'd
epened my mouth, look vrllmf would heve
koppened to me, look what happened to
the athers,” but that's not frue. If he had
opened his mouth, he'd hove had to op-
peal to the masses! And he will never
appeal to the masses against the supreme
arbiter—certainly  not against  the sa--

preme arbiter thet he hopes to be tomor-
Fow.

That's the secret, not hiz cowardice;
because if he were a coward, so was
Mikoyan too, so was Molotov. too. Molo-
tov among others wag one of the people
who defied tsarism, which in its day was
the most ghastly of ghastly regimes, and
went to prison and fought in the under-
ground as a revelutionist—was he sim-
ply afraid of Stalin? And this whole
mob, this whole erew numbering thou-
sands and tens of thousands, hundreds
of thousands, numbering millions—were
they all simply afraid of Stalin, a mad-
man? It's impossible.

They were afraid to uncover the
Achilles heel of their class, and this was»
their need for the supreme arbiter. They
couldn't weaken him without destroying
themselves. There's the reason why, and
nothing else.

KHRUSHCHEV'S BOAST

Now Khrushchev says he was afraid
to open his mouth. That is the boast of
the newly fabricated leader of the revo-
Jutionary world peoples?!

_in a mement of erisis (says Khrushchev)
when my counfry, my reveluten, my par-

- ty. my people, my bureaucracy were held

by: tha throat by u maniec, @ murderer, [
saved my hide by keeplag quiet.... .
That's a recommendation for a father
of a_ family, who knows when to. keep
his mounth_shut in.order to protect his
home and bis kids—I. understand, how-
ever, even in some movies that is now-de-
gied—but for the leader of a party: .. -
I ek Communists wha arve in-this
audience; or these who come. in, contact:
with. Communists, to ask' yourselves:-
You are told every day, are yoy ‘not—
and  in- iteelf it is not wrong—you are

-told every day to.take your-life in your

hande, to take your liberty in- your
hands, to carry.-on the struggle for the.
ideals and ideas to whieh you are dedi-
cated—in the shops or in the schools;
ds a teacher, as:a student; in the South:
in countries with reactionary dictator-
ships—you are told every day: “Fight—
die—it is glorious to die for the father-
land—for your ideals,” and.so indeed it
is.

. As the nominal leader of your inter-
national ‘movement - today,  Khrushchev
tells. you that, directly or indirectly,
every -day:-“Fight, work, educate, strog-
gle—if you die you have cleared a.space
as.a_pioneer—don’t just consider your-
self- all the.time—life isn't worth that.
much. . ."

But as your lecder, he and all the lead-
ers soy alser "We, however, we saved our
hides . . . Revolutionists by the dexens,
comrades of ours, members of our own
party were murdered: not enly Trotsky-
ists, not only soclel democrats, met only-
Polish Bundists; wot -only Cathelic priests,
but comredes of ours, personal friends of
ours, Stalinists all of them, -were -mur-
dered; but we kept-eur mouths shut . . .
that's where we were, that’'s what we'
were deing, . -, Conseqently we-demand
ef YOU that you consecrale us mow @s’
yeur new leaderhip, werthy of your con-
fidence ond support. ...

PETER TO IVAN

They have transformed all social anal-
ysis, all social problems, all social solu-
tions into individual defects, personal
shortcomings, maladies, madnesses, cow-
ardiees. c

And now -evervthing will be straight-
ened out: there will be some personal re-
adjustments — they'll shift = Feter to
Ivan's.place, -Ivan to Peter's place;. re-
move a few Beria men and a few Stalin -
men and rehabilitate the names. of the
dead here and there—not too many—and
therewith Jay the ground for the restora-
tion of the old dictatorship.

They will start at first with the 200
“democrats’ of Deutscher, whittling it
down pretty soon to the 11, and then
seven, then the five, and then the three,
and then the one; hecause there is no
other path—none.

The very nature of the regime makes
the question of the succession the most
vital one for the ruling class in Russia.
No bureaucrat yields to any other in self-
esteem. Recent proof: Khrushchev did
not yield to the leader appointed by
Stalin, Malenkov. Khrushchev examines
the situation objectively, looks at both
men, and says: “By all odds, I am the
better.”

HOW STALIN STARTED

But, some people say, there's heen an
improvement: still, he didn’t kill Malen-
kov. . . . They don’t understand the point

yet: they do not and cannot start with .

that—that's what they must end with
but they cannot start with that.
There was alse a fight in the days affer

~without Comrade Trotsky “in it . .

Why the Russian Social S ystem Needed a Stalin in the Kremlin . ..

Lenin's death, but the difference between
the two fights is basic and stupendous to
such a degree that it cannct be over-
stated, 1 believe. ;

I remember when Stalin started out
against Zinoviey. Zinoviev. was one of
the big leaders then, but he was widely
disliked as bureaucratic, full of chican-
ery, tricks, mismanagement, all sorts of
bad things. He was a great revolutionist
in my judgment, but he was also full of
all sorts of bad chavacteristics and his
weaknesses often triumphed . over his
strengths, .

Stalin was an unknown, at least to us
in the American CP, and to virtually all
other Communists outside of Russia; and
1 remember how we suffered under Zino-
viev. Every week another cable told that
this leadership was out, that leadership
was; 50 we pot to feel less than a strong
friendship for him.

Then we begin to hear another voice
from Russia— Stalin—and Stalin .13
making speeches. What do you think he
said against Zinoviev when he first broke
with him? (It was Zinoviev wha broke
with Stalin, really, in 1925-26 when
Zinoviev went over to Trotsky to form
the united opposition bloe and Stalin
was left with Bukharin-and the others.)
- Stalin appeared before the publie: for
the first time as an angel, wings sprout-
ing-from his back, mild, humble, -quiet,
a simple man, not ostentatious, simple
military jacket, no marshal, no medals,
nothing, not even a briefcase; and he
said: “Comrades, it is time to end this

- leadership by individuals!™ g

THE NEW: WIND BLEW
Look in the old hooks. and there you

- will- see  Khrushebev's. speeches, with the.
- speeches abeout collective. leadership aa

as.a house.
. “What we. need; comrades,” says Stal-
in, “is, collective-leadership, which, under
Zinoview iz impossible, because he rules
as .one man,” or sometimes: “all he
wants i3 a treike, a trinity, to rule the
party, composed of himself, Kamenev
and me, Stalin; and I said no—we want

- a collective leadership; only a collective
-leadership is a Leninist leadership.”

And: “Zinoviev by this troika wants
to remove whom from the Political Com-
mitteeT Bukharim -ImpeisinlE to have o
leadership of our party without Buk-
haﬁn_‘--ﬂ

And: “This troika leading the party
means no Trotsky. I have my differences
with Trotsky,” says Stalin, “but can you
coneeive of a leadership of our -parﬁ{
We were enormously ifmpressed by this
in the CP in this country at that time, ..,

Stelin mode o speech obout Bukharin
that | shall never forgef. "What deées

. Zinoviev want? Blead,” said Stalin, "he

wants Bukharin’'s blood”—#there it is ia
print. The lesson is not to listen to what
people say but to walch what they deo,
and what social springs are moving them.

We want a collective leadership,” said
Stalin, and these simple things im-
pressed us hoosiers in the American CP.

.} -remrember. that the late William F.
Dunne, who was our faetional represent-

. ative in the Executive Committee of the

Comintern at that time, wrote us an en-
thusiastie letter saying that a new wind
is blowing in Moscow—Trotsky’s pie-
tures are everywhere—we thodght that
was a sign that it's a collective leader-
ship again....

STALIN'S MATRIX

But this didn't’ fool the workers, be-
cause there were practically no workers
in Russia at that time. Well, that's a
streng statement, but you must know
what was lost in the civil war, the most
destructive civil war we have known.

The couniry was bled dry: the best

" workers went to their deoth in the civit

war;: others perished in storvation; there
were famines; cannibelism returmed to
Russia. At that time of utter stark poverty
and wretchedness, the warkers were dying
like flies either of that -or in the civil war.

The working class was well-nigh
wiped out. Lenin made bold .to say in
1923: you talk about the dictatership.of
the proletariat—there is no proletariat
in Russia today; what Marx called a
proletariat does not exist with us.

Allowing for the exaggeration which
Lenin always used to emphasize his
peint; he was right. And what working
class began to establish itself in 1823
was peasants coming into the cities,
driven by the starvation on the farm to
get a job in the city where there was at
least a little rationing for the workers
in the factories, to start building them
up again.

Then what workers were left, thirdly,
were turned into officials: for a mew
officialdom had to be ereated; a revolu-

tion needs an officialdom: it needs direc-
tors, managers, officeholders of all sorts;
and it was the workers, the skilled work-

“ers, the intelligent and politically train-

ed workers, that became these.
A NEW CLASS 2

Tt was only in that atmosphere that it
was possible for Stalin to fool the peo-
ple; so to speak, to lift the bureaucracy
over this non-existent, or semi-existent,
or hali-existent working class, ;

And even then it was-:not easy- Tor
Stalin. Trotsky and the other revolution-
ary oppositionists had nine-tenths of the
old guard of Belshevism with them, and
it took years of bitter brutal fighting
for Stalin to begin to consolidate the
power of the bureavecracy inRussia,

Now the situation is radically different
in many ways, but I want to emphasize
what is positive about the radical dif-
ference,

Today there is a huge industry in Rus-
sia the like of which doesn't exist any-
where an the face of the earth except in
the U.5.. whereas tsarist Russio was al-
most at the bottom of the Jist of medern
capitalist countries. A big industry—that
means o different counfry, o different
sgriculiure. : i

Xou don’t have the same worker any
more—you don’t’ have the 'same peasant
any more—you -don’t have  a working
clasa of two or three or four-million péo-
ple—you have a working elass of 40-50
million people, with: their families, They
‘constitute a ‘social weight, a social pow=
er, even if thew just stood stark still.

“The regime does not have any credik

for A revolutionary- past as did Stalin’s
when it began. Where. are these no-
bodies from? From. the bureancratic
void, from. the anonymous. huresueratic
mass-nobody—no, ideas, no writings, no
record, no revolutionary eredit.
CONCESSIONS?

This regime: must sesk #o gain the maxi-
mum. support: for .itself with @ minimum of
concessions fo the masses, while fighting
for time in which to stebilize or restabi-
lize the power of fhe ruling <class.

In that light, one of the most startling
things is. the triviality of the concessions’

_ that -have already been, made: 10..the
Tasses, e R e

There was an end last Novembeér to
the .abominable ‘abortion law adopted in
1936, which placed Russia at the bottom
af ‘the list of backward, bigoted reace
tionary countries in that field. - _
-- The seven-hour day has been promised
to' the workers. In 1956 they promise the

seven-hour day to the Russian working

eIgusa, and its value may be judged from
the fact that the seven-hour day was'
proclaimed for the working class by
Stalin & Co. on the eve of the 10th" anni-
versary of the Russian -Revolution in
1927—as a piece of impudent demagogy
with which to combat the Trotskyist op-
position.

_ That is consoling, but only within lim-
tts—very strictly ‘defined Mmits; mean-
while, what i3 conerete is the promise

that the eight-hour day, which"stretches.

over six days in the week, i.e., the 48-

hour week, will he cut down by two

hours, for a 46-hour week. It is a trivial
concession, though it is welcome.

THEIR PFOWER. AT STAKE

I don’t have time to go into economie
aspects that are more significant than
what appears en the surface—the strug-
gle-that the Stalinist bureauerady haa to
carry out against the inflation in' ‘the
country; but let that be. It's a conces-
sion—two hours off the 48: where does

that leave Russia in comparison with the

capitalist world?

They promise more housing; less
would be impossible, They promise more
faod at a time when it is hard for the
people to pet potatoes—as is acknowl-
edged in the Stalinist press.

Freedom for the bureaucrats is prom-
ised;: and freedom for the artist is prom-
ised, freedom for anything they want to
do—within the clearly defined and mow
purged line of the party. ~ - -

You have surely noticed that in their
press they have suddenly turned-on the
“rotten elements."” Who are the rotten
elements? the ones who' kept their
mouths shut while everyone was being
murdered?

No—they're the “real Leninists"!

The votten elements are those who ask
questions, the ones who think far them-
selves. :

It's an ominous warning: no change in
the party regime—there will be none—
not while we are in power and enjoying
the benefits therefrom. It's precisely
their power that is involved—that’s
what’s now at stake, and no one knows
it better than the bureaucracy,
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" (Continued from page Il

fromithe point of view of the comfort or
welfare -of his immediate:-subordinates or
even of -broader masses.of the party and
state bureaweracy or the people at large;
but from:the point of view of the claimed

ebjective of your movement: to establish .

socialism?

A KEY
‘Here- we- come hard wp agoinst the

problem-of - the relotionship:
sdciolism ond democrocy.

in our opinion that is the key not only

fo an -understanding of whaot hos been

ng - on in- Rustia: for the post few dec:
ades; but the key to the struggle for
secialism all over the werld.

To start with, what is democracy?

‘When we-say we are fighting for demo-
cratic— rights, for democracy, m the
United States, there ig usually little
doubt about what we mean. We mean we
are- for- the right of every sane adalt
citizen to an equal vote; for the right of
anyone to form any kind of political® or
other. organization they see fit without
government interference, censorship or
persecution; for genuine freedom of
press, fissembly, speech; and that for
everyone, regardlesg of how violently we
or the government or the FBI may dis-
agree with him. We are against diserimi-
nation on account of race, color or creed
{including political ereed) in all publie
affairs.

Many things could be added, but that
is essentially it.

Socialists and communists have
claimed that even in a given capitalist
society where - the above-enumerated
formal rights may be serupulously ob-
served, the mass of the people are still
diseriminated against hecause they lack
the economie equality with. which to as-
sert their political equality in substance
an- well as in form. The conclusion has
always been that socialists are for add-
ing.economic democracy to political de-
mocracy in the form of the socialization
of the means of production.

FUNDAMENTAL IDEA

Now. why have soclalists and commu.
" mists always claimed that they are for ﬁ*
mocracy 7T

. The 'answer is simple, and has a tradi-
t_iun--which goes back over a hundred
years to the founders of scientific social-
ism, Marx and Engels.

- Bécause  socialists have  always
believed that the working class can come

to power only by destroyving and elimifna--

ting, the distortions and restrictions on
demecracy thrown up by the capitalist
clags; that the working class, far more
than any other class in past history
wehich has sought to come to power by
means of a socigl revolution rust extend

democracy to the utmost in its struggle’

for power, and once it has come to power,
can only rule by democratic means.

. This idea which was fundamental to
Marx and Engels was not some idealis-
tic dream-or soft-headed intellactual pre-
judice, let alone a clever trick with

which to deceive the capitalists until they -
had been ousted from their control of -

society. It was based on one fundamental
trait in which the working class is-dif-

ferent fronmt any class in history which .

soiight to become the leader of a society.
Thiz is the fact that the working class
as g class is not and cannot become an

P
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exploiting class; even. when in power; it
is a majority of the population which
must continue to do the work of society,
and cannot lay-this aside to devote itself
to “ruling” in the manner of-all historic
ruling classes. -

AND IN RUSSIA?’

Now, long before the recent Khrush-
chev revelotions, if has been commenly
accepted by Communist Parly people as
well as thiir opponents of all varieties,
that- demécruty in- the sense described
above did not existin Russia, They claimed
that there was mere democracy there for
the workers than:in any capitalist country.
They did not. deny, however, that this
""democracy” expreised itself in  ways
complefely different from those which we
demond and fight for in this country.

For instance: they- agreed that there
was no opposition party permitted in
Russia. They agreed that although all
kinds of -eriticisms of<the “inadequacies™
and “shoftcomings' and ‘“‘mistakes” of
individuals or institutions filled the Rus-
sian press, there was no press in Russia
which was independent of the Communist
Party, which supported a program dif-
ferent from- that laid down by the party
and gévernment, which supported rival
candidates against the lists approved by
the party in elections, and the like.

Similatly, it was agreed that no op-
positional organizations of any kind cx-
isted in the fields of polities, culture, or
any others,

Let us review briefly the reasons and
explanations given by the Communist
Parties for this striking difference be-
tween the kind of democracy they advo-
cated 11 ecapitalist countries, and the
kind of “democracy” they claimed eXists
in Russia and the “popular democracies'
set up after World War IT. Let us review
them especially in the light of the reve-
lations made by Khruschev at the 20th
Congress.

CLAIMS OF "SCIENCE"

Erplanation Neo, 1: Mtt-ra:iam is a
seience, A country which is organized
and m!ed sc:enhﬁca!ly doeg notl need an

: riies toindulge in
‘campaigriing we gee
in this' country. Theve, the people and
their leaders git down and veview their
problems in the light of Marxist gcience

like a society of physicists. In such o

body, factions, partisanship, electioneer-

ing on'the basiz of alternative programs
ond cendiddtes wonld be ludicrons and

RNECEeRRATY,

- That Marxism offers a scientific ap-
prnach to the understanding. of social
. trends, antagonisms, a;é‘d; developments,

we would be the last deny. But to
stretch this claim to tlie assertion that
a really smavt Marxist can get a perfect
answer te every social question out of
his Marxist computer is arrant nonsense.
That is theology, not science.

In any event, it turns out according to
Khrushchev, that whatever Stalin's claims
to Marxist “science” may have been, he
made some ‘of the most serious blunders
imaginable. And the group of “sclentists"
gathered around him on the Central Com-
mittee went right down the line with him
in thesé blanders, as did the leadership of
every Communist Parfy all over the
world.

SCIENTISTS AT WORK

Foster and: Dennis may not “have the

facts" about the latest developments in.

Russia, bat they should have heen able to-

gather; or analyze the. facts about am:
event such as the Hitler-Stalin- pact and -

its consequences,’ for these were writ
large on-the pages of history. And every
eritic inside the Comrmunst Party who
resisted the paet and its implications,
and who persisted in his' views, was ex-

pelled (in-a  country like the United-

States) or liquidated (in Russia}.

Of course, "it was possible to- give a
“reasondble,”” and even “Marxist’ ex-
planation for the Hitler-Stalin. pact (we
have c¢hosen only oné outstanding - ex-
ample fromy the arsenal of Stalin’s coles-
s&l bluinders) good enough to convince
millions-, , . as long as no democratie
discussion and opposition was permitted.

. That #s the whole’ point.

Democracy is just ss. necessary in a
country run by Marxists as in one run
by West Point graduates! For demeoe-
racy is the  only social method through
which the issues which face a society can
be effectively aired; by which alternative
arguments-and propositions and theories

can be sifted and judged by the peaple’

in the course of reaching a -dec'isiun. If

the Marxist has en advantage in a great
 demecratie debate; it-is only-~beéanse his -

o the (P: Some Questions on Socialism,

insights and the: policies which flow from
them are more convincing to the people;

ARGUMENT FROM UNITY

Explunation No. 2: No opposition is
needed in Russia, because the whole
country i united behind the Communist
Party. All the common people feel that
this party represents their-best interests.
It would be pointless to have an opposi-
tion in ¢ country which is advancing. the
intercsts of -the people so ccmmtmﬂy
and, relentiessly,

In the light of the Khrushéhev reveiar
tion, is there anyone who can still take
this “explanation” seriously? Were the

*thousands who were Talsely accused and,

though innocent of any crime, framed,
railroaded and executed or sent ta Si-
beria, without complaint?

Since this was not some exception, some
unuswal or accldental miscarriage of jus-
tice, but @ common, ordinary procedure
carried out by the whele hierarchy of the
GPU and ifs successors, and backed by
the party leadership, is it possible that no
ene felt the wurge to raise his voice in
protest?

Today, suddenly, since the signal has
been given from on ‘high, protests
against these injustices will ring
throughout the lamd. Meetings will be
held demanding that those guilty be
brought to justice in turn.

WERE THEY AFRAID?

But the former wvictims must have
known that they were innocent, .And
their families must have known; and
their friends must have had doubts, at
the very least.

Isn't it as clear as the nose on your
face that the only reason there were no
protest tommittees, no protests and dem-
onstrations, and workers’ meetings pass-
ing resolutions before this, was that the
people were afraid?

In this evuntry, a eommittee is formed
to defend every group of Smith Act vie-
tims. It seeks to raise funds for their
defense, and to publicize their case as
far as possahle Since it is known that
people who join such a commitiee may
be exposed to reprisals by the govern-
TMeENE; it is dimeuns to get- any but the
most devcted to join. What in the world
could have prevented the' relatives and
friends of Beria's and Stalin’s victims
from forming similar committees in Rus-
sia, except the sure knowledge that such
activity would lead to their instant im-
prisonment and probable Mguidation?

Is it not a fact that anyone who might
have fried to form such a committee in
those days would have been violating the
law, and would have been charged with
seeking to undermine the confidence of
the workers in the government?

WHY THE TERROR?

And how is it different today? That is
the guestion you should ask yourselvea.

Khrushehev may be a fine fellow (even
though he didn't have-the guts to stand:
up to Stalin for twenty years, and even
though he carried out™ his bloody com-
mands with alacrity throughout that pe-
riod), but the people's only guarantee
against future injustices is-the right to
organize freely for any purpose-short of

organizing an armed-.rebellion; that is, -

simple, ordinary demoeracy.
Ask yourselt this question, and if it

* sounds sensible, esk ¥ of your leaders. If

it is true that the Communist Party and

the governmant in Russla enfoy the ever--
whelming suppert - of the < overwhelming-
mojerity of the pedple (¥9.7 per cent gt
tie last election), why should i be neces::
sary or desirable to iHegalize critical and"
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oppositionist orgamizations and pablica~
tions?

Even if only utter erackpots or advos T
cates of - capitalist restoratiorn should .
avail themselves of this right; what
harm would there be in it? In fact, how
can one demonstrate. to anyone but those
who are determined to believe i advance
that a vast majority of the people really
back the government unless. its oppon-
ents have full freedom with- which to
seek support against it?

MARTIAL LAW?

Explanation No. &: Capitalist encireles
snent,

We raise this "explanation" of why
there is no opposition (and, therefore no
democracy) in Russia becuuse it iz usu-
ally the last resort of those apologiste
for. the regime who have been driven
from every other position. It is the lasg
resort, because in effect it és in flat con-
tradiction to all the other answers given.

They claim that ordinacy garvden-
variety democracy, with all its rights,
obligations, inefficiency and frustrations,
ordinary democracy such as we demand
in this country, is not needed in Russia
because they have something better there

(rule by “science,” or overwhelming
unanimity of support), The argument
based on “capitalist encirclement.” on

the other hand, claims that demoeracy as
we know it cannot be permitted in Rus-
sia because she is like a city in a state of
siege which must be ruled by martial law
until the enemy has withdrawn from the
gates. .

Now, martial law may be necessary in:
certain situations, but no one in his right
senses will claim that it is a preferable
form of social organmization in the long
run. It is needed for the purpose of,
suppressing social antagonisms - in the
interest of an enforced and forced unity.
of will and effort in an extreme situa-
tion.

If it lasts too long, even under the best
of cases, it breeds arbitrary despotic
habits in the authorities, destroys the
democratie social structure,- and deﬂen-'
erates the society.

ARE THERE CLASSES?. .

Since it Is official degma Hml' ne social:
antagonisms exist in Russia any loager,
d very esoteric argument Is needed to ex-
plain why external pressure on this hoppy
and homogenious society should require.
30 years (during only five of which Russia
wai actually engeged:in warfare) without:
the essential democratic right of opposi-
tion.

The arvgument has to be esoterie he-
cause it has to fly in the face of eévery-
thing we know (as well as evervthing
the old Marxists have taught) about
every other society in the world. For all
other sovieties it is a Marxist truism
that the degree of repression, the degiee-
to which democratic: rights are denied to
the masses, is directly- related: to 'the:
depth, and especially to the intensity, of-
the social antagoniem, the antagonism
between the classes, which is tearing the
society apart.

Here we are told that no classes exist
any longer in- Russian soeiety,- but thats
opposition cannot be tolerated because
it would play inte the hands of the exs
ternal enemy!

THE “PLOTS" ELOW UP

Although this argument is pretty non-
sensical, the Russian rulers have-man-
aged to. give it an appearance of- reality.
by constantly uncovering - “plots”™ by
“foreign agents.” Khrushehewinow  an-- .
nounces  that a large number of - these .
“plats”. were simply frame-ups-apainst .
staunch supporters of the regime,

And lest anyone- consider ‘that these
frame-ups were limited to the immediates .
area over which Stalin (or that ®foreiun-
agent” Beria) had direct aothority, it.
now develops that in. every one' of the
“popular democracies”™ (which are sup-
posed to be independent, non-satellite-
regimes) prominent leaders were framed,
forced' to confess, and executed in ex-
actly the same way and' onexactly the -
same charges as were the direet victims -
of Stalin. Some of these avé now being
rehabilitated.

Buf if all these "plots™ furn oat to be- -
frame.ups, one of the last justifications for
the “encirclement'” explanation of the lack -
of democracy in Russia falls to the ground,

It would appear that the real danger
to Russian society was not subversion
which originatéd in the capitalist en-
cirelement, but arbitrary power of the~
leadership which was not subject to the
corrective processes of -democrady.

And at this point it is necessary to
apply a bit of the Marxist analysis which-
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* Democrac y and St

is now demanded of all the Communist
Parties in the world in place of the
leadership cult which preceded it.

Such -a. widespread subversion of that
democracy which is an essential -aspect
of -soc¢ialism cdnnot have been the work
of ‘one; malevolent individual, or even of
a handful of sueh individuals. J{ musi
express the saine -thing which individual

* dictatorehip.and totalitarian police rule

expresses i every sooiety iu which t!;_ey
appear: social antagonism, clase conflict,
THE RULING STRATUM

Supporters of “the world Communist
Parties .have much to think over these

. et

N> days;. and:those .who -are- really. serious
~about . devoting..themselves to the fight

for cocialism, come what may, will have

‘to-think ‘evéry one of these questions

throuigh to ‘the -end before they are

‘through, -

In this appeal to- your secialist con-
science and human -reason we cannot. go
into every one of these problems, to the
extent that we have thought them out
ourselves. But just eonsider this possi-
bility, this line of thought and investi-
gation

If -there was one-man, arbitrary pofiti-
cal rule in the USSR during the past dec-
ade or two, this could not have been pos-
wible. without the wctive or passive sup-
port of a whole soclal stratum In Russia.

Khroshchev and Molotov and Mikoyan
and their colleagues may not have had
the socialist guts to stand up to the old
dictator and risk their lives in the proc-
ess. But unless the dictator represented
{well or badly is less important) the so-
cial need of a large stratum of Russian
society, it iz inconceivable that some
group of courageous men (and certainly
the Russian Bolshevik party which over-
threw tsarism did not lack such) did not
appear to throw him out.

However -painful life may have heen
for & Khrushchey and many others under
the eapricious rule of Stalin, a whole
stratum of -the Russian population has
prospered mightily under this dictator-
ship. Russian . fsctory managers, gener-
als, high povernment and party officers,
writers and  artists, and “herces of la-
bor™draw down inconted which -dre fifty-
or a hundred and up to two thousand
times_ those of: ordinary workers.

This gap has been increasing steadily
during the 'years rather than getting
smaller. However much you may think
the standard of living of .the massés‘has

: risen during the past 30 years, it is clear

that the standard of living, let alone the
social ‘power, of -the party, state and in-
dustrial bureaucracies. have skyrocketed
ghove thelevel of the rest of the.popu-

* lation. . L

SOCIAL ANTAGONISMS

v Of pourse) you-have seen and accepted

all - kinds of rexplanstion for this :phe-

- - momepon’over . the years, Xou- know- that

Lenin nsed to-say that no_ party or gov-

- _ernment - functienary. in the workers’

- gtate ‘should- make ‘more. than .a .skilled
'+ worker. Although this' view has never
‘heen directly ‘attacked by the  Stalinist

ideologues,, it -has:been given imterpreta-

‘tions -as: strained and ‘weird as: those:
. given Ffor the benefit .of their capitalist
. patrons by.the hierarchy of the Christian

churches: to' the statement in the New
Testament that a-camel will get through
a needle's eye more easily than a rich
man-into. the: Kingdom of Heaven.

"A social theory, like one in the natural

‘sciences, ~Tecommends itself to the de-

gree that it is-able te explain the major
phenomena under observation consist-
ently.

We are told that Stalin and others ex-
ercised mbsolute power in Russia for
vears, It is elear that this would not
have been possible had there heen effec-
tive democracy in the country.

But democracy is suppressed in a so-
ciety when social antagonisms tend to be-
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come intolerable. Then there must be so-
cial antagonisms in Russia.
But there is no private property in the

‘means of -production; no eapitalist class,

or mnascent or remnant capitalist class,
which is seeking to restore capitalism.
There is, however, apparently, a stratum
of society which'is privileged and which
wields power as compared with the vast
rnajority of society. ;

Is -this.group the .industrial working
class? g

That is” a joke. If Khrushchev .and
other high government and party officials

- didn't dgl'e lift:a finger to stop.the vast
—injustices .and suppressions which they

admit fook place, -what . chance did the
ordinary worker, or all of the workers
put together, have? ~ -l

Everyone knews that in' Russia the
trade unions and all other workers’ or-
ganizations are-as sibject to the rule of
one-party, no-opposition, no-arguments-
over-basit-policy, as is the rest of so-
ciety. '

Sinee privjlége and power in Russia
derive not from the ownership of prop-
erty, but fromi the individual's position
in the party, state, army or industrial
hierarchy, it is clear that these privi-
leges would be threatened if the masses
were permitted to discuss, vote and de-
cide freely on all matters pertaining to
their social existence.

That is the source of the social antag-
onism, the elass conflict in Russian so-
ciety.

PROPOSE A TEST

That is why, rather than risk upsetting
things too much, the top Russian bureau-
cracy preferred te suffer the rule of a
man whoe (they now say) was a mad
tyrant. rather than appeal to the masses
to overthrow him.

That is why, even today, while Khrush-
chev and his colleagues want to slough
off the excesses and arbitrariness of
Stalin’s rule which made life even for
the rich, powerful and comfortable bu-
reaucracy something of a nightmare,
they do not propose to.introduce democ-
racy. into their society, with its essential
right to opppsition.

. Treat_this as a very tentative hypo-
thesis, if you will. But see if- it does not
meet every test of consistency with what
is kmown abaut the function of dictator-
ship in.every other society; if it does not
explain more simply and fully every
known aspect of Russian seciety-than its
alternatives.

But if this theory has.any validity,
why is it that it _has not only been re-

_jected and.denounced by the Communist.

Party . leadership all .over the worzld
{whao, according to the theory .itself,
have - a. vested .interest in  denouncing
it), but also mot accepted by millions of
ardinary, honest communist workers, and
intellectuals -who -have no interest but to
seek to fight exploitive capitalism for the
purpose .of -establishing the workers’
state which will lead the way to the so-
cialist society:of the future?

For a:full answer to:this question we

would have io trace a great deal-of his.

tory.‘We cannot-do that here: But we can”

and must point to

dominating reason,
TO DEFEND THE REVOLUTION
The Russion.-Revolution inspired the

one impaortant, even

warkers of the .whole: world. Here -was -

living proof thot the workers, tegether
with ‘their peasant allies, could overthrow
o powerful despotism, establish a govern.
ment of their own chooting, fight off the
foreign intervention of .o dozen copitalist
powers, and proceed %o build a society
which suited the vast masses rather thon
a handful of parasitic exploiters.

Many things happened after the death
of Lenin and the rise of Stalin, but as
the years went by, the Russian state
solidified itself and began a wvast con-
struetion in a territory comprising one-
sixth of the earth. It seemed an inspir-

ing sight to many, especially during the’

'30s when the capitalist world was stag-
nating in the throes of depression, to
view the massive exertions and achieve-
ments of the first Five Year Plan and
those which followed.

Further, this society was under the
constant, bitter, and vicious attack of all
the -most reactionary forces in capitalist
society, -

The enemies of the workers in France,
Germany, England and the United
States were also the bitterest enemies of
the Soviet Union, Since these gentlemen
are notorieus fer their light regard for
the ‘truth in every -confliét with “their
own.wotkers, why should one believe a
word. they or their hirlings have to say
-about the workers' fatherland?

lin’s Fall — —

In the minds of millions kwo coneepts
became firmly implanted: Russia is
building ‘a new, betfer societv: whatever
its deficiencies or hardships may be, it is
working toward a better world, And fur-
ther, anyone who ecriticizes or attacks
this society or its leaders wmust be serv-
ing the interests of -the cxpitalists wha
are its enemies and ours, 1

These themes were perverted fram their

‘very cogent limited validity into.iron.dog-

mas .which .were used both inside -Russia
and throughout the Communist: Parties all
over the world to' discredi? .every criti-
cism, o stifle .every doubt, to spppresi
every: questioning., . ,

They were .applied-so massively -that
they hecame internalized .censors in-the
political personalities. of.most:loyal Gome
munist Party people, . A 2R e
THE -THREAT 'TO FAITH

Doubts - about the Moscow -Trials in
the '30s, about the Nazi-Soviet Pact,
ahout the Communist Party line of “so-
cial-fascism” in Germany while ‘Hitler
was coming ‘to power, or the line in
China when Chiang Kai-shek was per-
mitted to drown the -revolution -of the
late '20s in blood—all doubts about the
role of ‘Russia, the Third International
or the Communist Party leadership in
this or that country- were squelched and
submerged by two arguments: .

If we didw't have Russic on our side,
what would we have? We would then be
helpless before the might of ecapitalist
imperialism. Russia, its leaders, their
actiong, their policies and directives to
the Communist Parties in othey coun-
tries must be vight. Their eritics, even
ivhen they pose as gzocialists, must not
only be wrong, they must be agents of
the ‘capitalist class,

If we didn't have Russia on owr side,
what chance would ‘the workers in the
world lave to presevve peace, to defeat
capitalism? We can’t give up our faith
in Russia, or we wounld have nothing left
to -believe in, Vv

Again-and again, over the years, revo-
lutionary socialist ‘opponents of Stalin-
ism have heard this refrain from Com-
munist Party people who had been shak-
eri by ‘their argumenty, but who Wers.
determined to hold on to their faith in
the party, the movement and the Work-
ers’ Fatherland_even at the expense of
reason and logic.

NO CYNICS WANTED

Today, the Khrushchev revelations
ha\je cast the “Workers Patherland” in
a‘light for all-genuine communists which

compels a -re-evaluation of everything

they have believed' hefore.

“For the ¢ynical men in the. leadership
who knew—who must have known—just
how much workers’ democracy-there was
in. Russia, nothing  fundamental will
have changed. ‘Their only problem .is:to
‘cover -up their past “mistakes” so that
they ¢an eontinue to play the social role
they have Been. playing all these -years,

But 4o many, revred in the bellef that
Russia’is- absolutely essential to the strig-
‘gle far sociallsm oa a world scele, e ltoss
-of faith in the Russion myih mey mean an
end 4o their hope for sociatism.

We do mot appeal to the eynies who.

have never. believed:in. the possibility-of .

a society Tun from top to bottom by the

~common, peoplé; and who have demon--

strated this by thehr degbruction’ 6f" de-
moeracy in their own movement.

We ‘cannot appeal.io- those who have
always needed the feeling that on their
side in the fight for socialism are the
heavy battalions of the Russian army,
and for whom this solace counts for more
than the struggle of humanity, led by
the workers, for dignity arnd freedom,

THINK FOR YOURSELF

We appeal to those for whom the idea
of socialism is indissolubly linked with
that of democracy; to those who fight
for socialism because it is the only strug-
gle which makes social life meaningful
today; to those who, like .all great so-

"cialists. from the days of Marx on, be-.

lieve that socialism .is pessible because
the working class and the common peo-
ple will not indefinitely tolerate capital-
ism and will combine -to overthrow it in
the interests of complete democracy,

Our appeal is simply thia;

Think-these questions over. This time, do
not permit your leaders fo shut off the
discusslon and cow the unconvinced with
demands for ortificial “unity” in the face
of the enemy. Think for yourself. Probe
every question to the bottom.

That' is the immediate task, perhaps
‘the hardest of all, which the fight for
socialism demands of you today,
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political -destinies

_ The Independent Socialist Léague shands

: #or sociolist democracy ond against the

two systems of exploitation. which now
‘divide the world: copitolism and Stelinksm:

Capitalism connot be reformed or fiber-
alized, by any Fair Deal or ather deal, sa
s o give the people freddom, ebindonce,
security or -peace. H mus? be abelished

- and replaced by a new sociol system, in

‘which ‘the pesple ‘own and contrel. the
basic sectors of the econamy, democrati-
cally contralliag

holds pewer, is.a bratal totelitarionism—
a-Rew -form of exploitotion. s agents In
every.couniry, the Communist Parbies, are
unreleiting enemies of sociolism cnd dive

nothing In- common with soclolism—which ~

=y 8 ; "' - ’ -
:mﬂ' rm':mmm : ective .demecratic

These two cemps of capitetlsm.and Stal-

inism ore today at each-other's throats in
a werldwide imperiafist -rivairy for domi-
nation. This struggle con only fead ¥o the
most.frightful war in-history-se long o3 the
Pecple leave the capitalist .ond Shafinist
rulers _in power. :Independent ‘Sodislism
stands for building and. s the
Third Camp of the. pesple agoinst ‘both
war

The ASL, os o Marxist movement, looks
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic pregressive force in
society. The I5L is;orgenized to spreed the
ideas of sociallsm In the lobor movement
and among all other sections of the people.

At the some time, ndent Socialists
participate achively in every struggle to
better the people's lot now—such as the
fight for higher living standards. -agoinst
Jim Crow ond anti-Semitism, in deferse of
civil liborties ond the #rade-unien move-
ment. We seek to join together .with afl
other militanis in the labor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
qn.!mm-lubor-purfy and other pro.
gressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the fight
for socialism are inseparable. There can
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out soclalism, end there can be no sacial-
fsm without democracy. To N _uader
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FIVE CENTS

Franco, Trujillo, Mollet—and Some Liberal Imperiali.s;ts -

Three Picket Lines Against Dulles” Friends

© By ELI FISHMAN

The New York unit of the Young So-
winlist Leagsue participated in two picket
lines last week, and went out in support
of another which did not take place. In
two of these instances, the YSL fight
wgainst American imperialism ran into
an interesting phenomenon: the liberal
imperialist. -

Lest Saturday, Franco's Foreign Minis-
#er Artaje arrived-in New York, He was
feted by the Fair-Dealing governor of
MNew-York State in the eorly afternoon and
was then whisked off o Gracie Monsien to
receive greetings from the Fair-Dealing
maoyor of New York.

A picket line was organized quickly
by the Committee to Defend Franco’s
Labor Victims. The committee had pre-
viously sent a wire of protest to Gover-
nor Harriman and Mayor Wagner un-

der the signature of chairman Norman

Thomas.

““MThe picket line itself was of limited -

effectiveness beecause of a New York law
prohibiting picketing within 250 feet of
a public park. The mayor’s mansion is,

" h

Good Meet af Brandeis

YSL National Chairman Michael Haz-
rington addressed a large student audi-
ence at Brandeis University on April 10,
Harrington appeared in a symposium to-
g ‘with two students at Brandeis on
the: topic of “Socialism.”

The aundience of over 175 displayed
great interest in discussing the problems
of socialism. A large number of students

continued the discussion informally with.

Comrade Harrington for several hours
after the meeting ended.

- o

of course, in a park. However, about 40
pickets turned out under the committee's
signs to protest against this latest ex-
ample of American imperialist support
of "anti-working-class reactionaries and
fascists. J

There was, of eourse, no word from
either Harrmiman or Wagner as to why
they had ‘made this welcome for the
‘Francoite while Spanish workers were
out on strike,

The second case of liberal support of
imperialism and reaction came up in the
context of the disappearance of Jesus de
Galindex, a Basque-Catholic' notionalist
who “had werked with the anti-France
committee.

Galindez had also been active in op-
posing the dictatorship in the Dominican
Republic. He had realized that this stand
put his life in jeopardy, and had written
ietters. and informed the police of his
fears. He disappeared in March, Various
groups had rallied to demand & full in-
vestigation of the Galindez case, stating
their opposition to the tyranmy in the
Dominican Republie.

On Thursday night, a demonstration
sponsored by the Dominican Revolution-
ary Party was scheduled. It was to take
place -at the ‘Hotel Commodore where
Carmine de Sapio's Tammany Hall was
having a banguét. One of the homored
puests was to be Franklin D. Roosevelt
Jr., former congressman and lawyer for
the Dominican Republic: (he iz a regis-
tered agent of thdat government). The
picket lite would, of course, have raised
embarrasging questions for the assem-
bled Democrats and liberals, as to why
one of their honored leaders is a paid
répresentative of a murderous and die-
tatorial regime.

¥SLers appeared at the Commodore

to join-the line. There, however, they dis-

Spanish Strikes — —

[{Continned from page 1]
* The second guestion is: How badly
have the strikes shaken the regime?

After all, one of the very few items
published in the regime’s press about the
strikes deslt: with sanctions: to be- used-
sgainst striking workers. Now it appears
that (a) in at least one case the. workers.
returned. to -work after . their- demand
that the arrested workers be released:
was. presumably accepted, and. (b).the
guthorities. are negotiating with some
representatives of the strikers. )

That is to say, de-facto they recognze:
and negotiate with a second Spain. This,
in an authoritarian regime is hardly the
mark of strength.

o

In the United States, however, the

ranco tegime is as firm as ever.

liem: On April 14, Governor Harriman
and Mayer Wagner of New York received
¥he Spanish Foreign Minister Don Alberto
Artajo ot an official reception.

Norman Thomas, chairman of the
Committee to Defend Franco's Labor
Vietims, sent a wire of protest:

“¥fust protest your welcoming Fran-
co's foreign minister while Spanish
workers risk their lives by striking, We
agree with George Meany that American
labor must oppose ‘dictatorship in any
form whether falangist or Communist’
and with his support of Spani.s.h workers
now ‘striking against starvation wages.'
Your greeting France's emissary is a
blow against these workers.” The wire
was also signed by Carl Rachlin, acting
director of the Workers' Defense League.

A picket line was organized by the
groups participating in the committee
near Gracie Mansion where the recep-
tion took place. The New York Young
Socialist League participated.

item: On the same week-end the New
York Herald Tribune put out a special sup-

plement on Spain. The supplement could
have been writton by the Spanish foreign
office. ;

Nowhere in the supplement was there
a mention of the fact that Spain was less
than & perfect democracy. Prominently.
featured on the front page was an auto-
graphed picture of Franco -and an ex-
tremely friendly. interview with him,

The opening “paragraph read: “Spain
is making further headway in its recov-
ery from a devastating eivil war.and
the neglect of previous:governments, but
still ‘must produce more in order to be-
come an even stronger partner in the
free world, Gen. Francisco Franco said
in an interview here.”

Franco is deseribed as “now sixty-
three and a much mellowed veteran of
a long and bitter fight against commu-
nism...."

This, particular dictatorship is very
much the business of Americans. Any
doubt on that score cin be removed by
the Tribune supplement. Long articles
about American bases in Spain, Ameri=
can aid to Spain, and closer U. S.-Spain
ties underline the fact that the prop un-
der this dictatorship is a U.S. respon-
sibility.

H Sponish workers risk their lives fight-
ing ogainst France's fascism, is it tog
much to ask that American liberals—so
loud and brave in thelr denunciations of
Stalinist dictatorship—should raise their
volces ogainst any oid to Franco and
should ottack the “liberal™ politicians,
Harriman. and Wagner, whom they have
backed?

We can imagine the howl of indigna-
tion that would rise from the ADA, the
Liberal Party, the Committee for Cul-
tural Freedom, et, al, if Harriman and
Wagner held a friendly reception in hon-
or of an emiszsary of the Russian dicta-
torship. Why are they silent now?

covered that it had been called off.- The
Dominicans had met with De. Sapis and
had decided to cancel the demonstration.
And FDR Jr. was thus able to take his
place in the banquet hall without being
reminded by a picket line that he is an
official supporter of tyranny in.  the
Caribbean. -

The third picket line. took. place at
Rockefeller Center, locotion of-#he French
Government Tourist Office. The -¥SL ond
ISL sponsored this demonstration as paort
of their opposition te Western imperial-
ism.

Signs demanding freedom and the
right of self-determinatiorn - for the Al-
gerian peeple were .paraded along the
crowded street for about an hour, "This
activity followed upon the picket line
organized at the United Nations last fall
by the New York YSL urging full-inde-
pendence for all of North Africa.

Thus, three picket lines and three
cases in point on American imperialism.
In two instances—those of Franco's em-
misary and the abortive demonstration
against the Dominican dictatorship—the
YSLers encountered that interesting
phenomenon, the imperialist Fair-Deal-
er. Harriman, Wagner and FDR Jr., are,
of course, three of the most important
liberal names in a relatively liberal city
and state. As the YSL met them, they
were holding hands with two of the most

. reactionary dictatorships in the world

ay.

In the third case, that of Alperis; the
tssue wis perhaps broader. Here the
point of nttack was Americah imperial-
ism itself, a policy which has gathered
into the ecamp of the “free world"” all the
reactionaries and defenders of the status
quo in all of the world. The YSL demon-
strators ealled for an anti-imperialist,
democratic policy with regard to Algeria
{and for Spain too). There was no tem-
porizing the anti-working-class, anti-
democratic’ nature of American policy,
or the “compromises” of the American
liberals.

Three picket lines—and three cases in
point on American imperialism.

The Yaung Seclallit Leagua ls w dome—
crutic ‘socialish: argemizetion -siviviag: fo
pid in the besic fransfermation of this 3o
tion and distribubtion-shall be caliectively
owned end demecrafically masaged The
YSL attempts to muke Hhe ysung workers.
and students, whe forms s arena of actlvs
ity, consclous of the need for organizetion
directed egainst cepltalism.and Stalinlsm.

The. Y5L rajeats- the concept that stabe
ownership. without democratic contrels
represents socialism; or that socialism can
be achieved wihout political democracy,
or. thresgh undemocratic means. or Is
shert In any way eother than the comsclows
active participation of the people them-
selves in the baliding of the new seclal
order. The YSL arlents teward Hhe work-
ing class, as the closs which i capable of
lsading seciety to the establishment of
soc

—F'rom the Constitubion of the Y81

s 8
ONE WEEK

has already gone by since the YSL
challenged the Labor Youth League
to debate "The Meaning of the 20th
Party Congress.” No reply yet. ...

b r 4

Are You in Favor of
COLLECTIVE

READERSHIP?

COME AND COLLECT
YOUR BOOKS AT THE

NEW YORK YSL's

Book Bazaar

Bizarre bargains...also political
pamphlets, records, prints.

Fri., MAY 11 at 8:30 p.m.

LABOR ACTION HALL
114 West 14 Street, N. Y. C."

SAN FRANCISCO
YSL CLASS

THURSDA-‘J’ EVENINGS AT 8

(1) April 19—

Why Russla Is NOT a Socialist-
Community.

(2) April 26—

What's Wrong with Ceplialism?

(3) May 10—

Experiments in Soclallsm. in the
19th and 20th Centurles.

(4) May 17— =
Capltalist Imperialism—Yesterday
and Teday,

For-information on place and

other details, write:

] SAN FRANCISCO YSL
P. 0. Box 3092, Rincon-Annex
San Francisco, Calif.

Young Socialist
CHALLENGE

organ of the Young Socialist League, is
published as a weekly section of Labor
Aetion but is under the sole editorship
of the YSL. Opinions expressed in signed
articles by contributors do not nkcessar-
ily représent the views of the Challenge
or the YSL

- 'ﬁ‘*b"

Young Socialist League

its ideas.

GET ACQUAINTED!

114 West 14 Street, New York 11, N. Y.
] I want more information about the Young Socialist League and

[ I want to join the Young Socialist League.
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