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~ NOT ONLY STEVENSON AND THE POLITICIANS——
Labor Movement Too Is Put on the Spot
By the Historic Negro Fight in the South

Westinghouse
Unveils the
T-H Time Bomb

By JOMN WILLIAMS

One of the most sinister elements in
the strikebusting strategy - being un-
leashed by the ‘Westinghouse Corpurationl
is the use of the company-inion: weapon
at the giant Pittsburgh' plant. The com-
pany is aiming to get the striking union
{IUE) decertified by the WLRB.

Under the Taft-Hartley Act, it is pos-
sible during a strike for a company un-
ion to petition the labor board for an
election in which only the scabs will have
the right to vote. This anti-labor instru-
ment in the law, which hangs over the
head of even the most powerful union,
is not the least reason for the infamy of
the name Taft-Hartley.

At the Perfect Cirele plant, the United
Auto Workers suffered " some grievous
loszses when Taift-Hartley was used in
this way. Yet despite all the speeches
against Taft-Hartley in general, and
against the scab-voting provision in
particular, nothing has been changed in
the basic T-H setup. And this is true
even though from 1947 to 1952 it was
that great liberal New Deal president
Harry Truman who was sitting in the
White House.

Since none of the wunion-busting gim-
micks in the Tof-Hartley Low wos used
on any "massive” scale, there was o fen-
dency on the part of the labor mevement
to get reconciled to this law’s continued
existence. Along with T-H opologists;, the
iabor movement began to think of it as a
law for “union control" but mot for union-
busting. ‘The whole period of “labor
peace” and War Econemy prosperity has
helped to nourish all kinds of illusions on
this scere.

But the labor theoreticians of the
“American Way" and American “class-
lessness” must be disconcerted by the
fury and the class vindictiveness of the
Westinghouse assault on unionism.

ANOTHER 'FIRST'

To all:the other “firsts” of the Westing-
house strike should be added this: that
it is the first attempt in a mass-produe-
tion industry to smash a union the size
of the IUE, via the Taft-Hartley and
company-union route.

It is unthinkable that the labor move-
ment can allow Westinghouse to break
through on this. Unquestionably such a
catastrophe would point the way for all
employers who are also looking for a
way to hogtie the union movement.

In spite of all the Rotarian talk about
jointly building the Great American

System, as a Reuther keeps repeating,

the country’s employers have never rec-
onciled themselves to the business of
constantly handing out concessions to
the unions. Many employers must be

[Continved on page 4]

By GORDON HASKELL

The struggle of the Negro people in America to break the back of
the Jim Crow system once and for all is driving this country to a politi-
cal crisis of prime magnitude. If the struggle continues at its present
rate of intensity it may well determine the outcome of the next presi-

dential election.

Make no mistake about it: This is the kind of struggle which can

separate the men from the boys in
the American labor and liberal
movements; can split the Demo-
cratic Party wide open; can force
a realignment in our politics which

becemes much ‘more far-reaching’

than the- issue of the struggle for racial
equality which gave it its original
impetus. Y

The politically explosive nature of the
mighty conflict which is now breaking
to the surface everywhere was illustrat-
ed by at least two things which hap-
pened last week.

(1) The proposcl whick wos made by
the mercurial MNew York Congresiman
Adam Clayton Powell that all Megroes
stage a one-hour strike on March 28, un-

der the guise of an hour of prayer, in sup-

port of the people arrested and indicted .

in the Montgomery bus strike.

(2) The fact that Adlai Stevenson has
been forced to endanger his alliance with
the Southern Democratic leaders by at
Jleast . (and at last) stafing categorically
and forcefully that he is for enforcement
of the Supreme Court decision on inte-
gration of the schoolz.

The second of these is by far the less
important symptom, so let us dispose of
it briefly and at once.

Stevenson made his deal with the
Southern leadership during the past four
vears, When pressed on the issue of the
Negro struggle for equality, he first at-
tempted to take a completely noncommit-

tal stand and to decry the introduction
of this “divisive” izsue into the election
campaign.

During the past week, however, he has
been forced to change his tune somewhat
by the rising panic of his liberal and
Tabor supporters who have been pleading’
with him—not so much to propose any
action on behalf of the embattled Ne-
groes, but at least to utter a word of
moral indignation at the open law-break-
ing and law-evasion by their enemies.

He has finally screwed up the political
courage to do so—in about as inoffensive
(fo the Southern leaders) e manner as
humanly possible. He hos asked President .
Eigenbower 1o coll a conference of Negra,
and white leaders from +he South fo im-
prove race relations! Thot is exacHy the
suggestion made by Alabama's Governor
Big Jim Folsom. And it is made for the
same political purpose: an attempt o
tread warily between those who -are fight- -
ing for their rights and those who seek to
continue to trample on them, as a "friend"”
of both.

While such a proposal may be consid-

{Tura to last page)

By BEN HALL

Novi It's Republic — After Westinghouse, Perfect Circle, Kohler
Strikebreaking Violence Is Spreading

Bv 7 a.m. on Menday morning, February 20, more than 700 pickets
were gathered outside the main gate of the Republic Aviation Corpora-
tion’s factory in Farmingdale, New York. Seventy local policemen were
standing by. The company had decided to try to break the strike of
12,000 members of International Association of Machinists, Lodge 1987.

Within a few minutes, more than 20 pickets were injured; 58 union

men were orrested, including Jus-
tin Ostro, local union president.
Automobiles carrying strikebreak-
ers, escorted by police, plowed
through picket lines, running strik-
ers to the ground. One man suf-
fered a broken teg. Edward Serback, a
33-year-cld striking machinist, was run
down, rushed to o hospitol with a possible
spinal frocture. Ostro dispatched a tele-
gram to Governor Harrimen occusing the
town. and coenty police of attempting to
break the strike by illegal interference
with picketing.

But the strike was hardly. a few hours
old, In the next days more of the same
was to come,

The IAM, which represents 12,000 of
19,000 workers at four Republic plants
in Long Island, had decided to stop work
on Saturday at midnight, but. Monday
morning was the first working day and
the company had already made immedi-
ate plans te continue production with
strikehreakers. In answer to the union,
which demands wage increases and bene-
fits equivalent to 19 cents, the company
has offered 5 cents. A position from
which it has not budged since negotia-
tions began on January 27.

By Friday night, when the week ended,
139 arrests had been made and more
than 30 were injured, virtually all strik-
ers, The company rveported that 2700
employees had entered the plant, most of
them bhefore picket lines had formed.
Plans had been made to feed and-house
company officials and police inside the
factory. Beds were set up in the plant
hozpital and meals served in the cafe-
teria.

COURT GRANTS A BLACKJACK

That afternoon, Supreme Court Jus-
tice Edgar J. Nathan issued an injune-
tion against the IAM forbidding mass
picketing, which, he arguned, tended to
provoke "“diserderly conduct on the part
of members of the econtending factions."
The union had already offered to supply
passes to 4000 office and engineering em-
ployees who are nof “involved in the
strike—they make up the bulk of those
who went to work—but the company,
which is eager to provoke a violent show-
down, rejected the offer.

The injunction restriets the total num-
ber of pickets at all four company plants
to 1056 in all. There are 16 entrances to
the four plants. The union, then, is re-

duced to an average of less than 7 at
each gate, a number that can hardly
make much of an impression on the
minds of those who are. wavering be-
tween scabbing or staying out.

The county sheriff had deputized B0
men for strike duty and had been au-
thorized by the County Board of Super-
visors to employ as many men as he
wanted at $2 an hour. Yet, on Friday,
Judge Nathan, in issuing his injunctioﬁ.
announced that local authorities could
not furnish adeguate police protection
l:-eeau.se of lack of manpower. It is a
question npw whether Governor Harri-
man will be pressed to send stute troop=-
ers to the scene.

WIDENING PATTERN

By its decision to slug i+ out with the
1AM, Republic takes its place with Kohler,
Perfect Circle, Miami hotel owners, and

Westinghouse in o slowly spreading pat-
tern of violent strikebreaking. The labor,
movement in New York City has already
pledged o million dollars to help the Wes.
tinghouse sfrikers. Mow, on the outskirts
of the city, the labor movement hits up
ogainst o new campalgn of anti-unionism.
IAM Local President Justin Ostro
has felt impelled to announce: “Ag g’
law-abiding and responsible organization
we shall abide by this decision [the in-
junction] of the court. The onus is on
Republic for provoking 90 per cent of
these incidents at the gates.” But there
1s no law that prohibits a mass demon-
stration of New York labor against
strikebreaking, from whatever source.

o
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Westinghouses Co. Union
Praises Dave McDonald

By EMIL MODIC

i Pittsburgh, Feb. 21
: . Dave McDonald, president of the
United Steelworkers, certainly must
have a red face these days. If he doesn't,
he ought to.

‘Because the strike-breaking, baock-te-
work company union which has oppeared
in the Westinghouse strike is reprinting
fhis_speeches “I"iﬂl opproval!

This company union, the so-called
“Westinghouse Electric Workers,” is the
same union which is trying to get people
to cross the picket lines in East Pitts-
Burgh and trying to get the striking IUE
decertified.

Headlines of the newspaper published
by this “independent union" hail Mc-
Donald as “A True Union Leader” and
declare “We Agree; Mr. McDonald." We
reprint below some excerpts from this
article:

“David J. McDonald, President, Steel-
workers union, recently made a speech
in which he outlined the proper goal of a
responsible labor union. Mr, MeDonald
uged cooperation between labor and man-
agement. He said the managers of indus-
try and the labor unions ‘must join in a
common effort to acheive a profitable
production of goods.’

. “What ig needed, the union leader add-
ed, is not a Marxist concept of the class
struggle, nor ‘bread-and-butter union-

m' but a mutual trusteeship of union
Teaders and business executives,

“This program of ‘mutual trusteeship’
ke added, will be attacked by some, who
will ‘go about their husiness as always—
calling names, seeking mastery, jubilant
gver each victory against the ehemy—
but their system won't work.'

LONDON LETTER

“*The people—workers and owners
alike,” he declared, ‘have an over-fiding
interest that will not forever TOLER-
ATE THE FUTILITY OF UNNECES-
SARY STRIKES caused by failure at
the bargaining table when there is a bet-
ter way—=a way that pays of for every-
one.’

are attempting to bring to East Pitts-
burgh Westinghouse employees the same

responsible union leadership that Mr, |

MeDonald provides for the steel workers.
Frequent walkouts and strikes are evi-
dence of incompetent and bungling un-
ion leadership. We, too, want a wunion
that works in the interests of the major-
ity, rather than for the sake of a FEW
LOAFERS AND TROUBLEMAKERS."
It zhould be =aid in all fairness that
MecDonald has supported the IUE with
cash and with a statement that their
strike was entirely justified. But Me-
Donald’s policy of playing the “safe and
zane” union leader in contradiction to
Reuther is here eoming home to roost.

If you stand on the George Westing-
house Bridge over the Turtle Creek Val-
ley-on U. 8. Route 30 and look north, you
see the rodfs of acres and acres of build-
ings of the East Pittsburgh works of
Westinghouzae, 1f you walk to the other
side of the bridge and lock south, you
see the rows of smoke stacks and plumes
of multi-colored smoke of the great
Edgar Thompzon Works of the United
States Steel Corporation.

i#- the Westinghouse strike is broken,
there will be nothing between the United
Steelworkers of America and the open
shop but & bridge.

We hope Dave MeDonald thinks aboul
that before he makes his next speech.

“The Westinghouse Electric Workers

DISPATCH FROM DUBLIN §

For Break with

By M. M.
Dublin, Feb. 23
The political situation here is preg-
nant with possibilities for the Labor
left.
Hard on the heels of the setting up of
the provisional united trade-union cen-
ter, Larkin and Confoy, leaders of the
country’s two largest general unions,
‘have come out sharply against the know-
nothing policies of the government coal-
ition (which includes the Irish Labor
+«Party) in the face of the economic erisis.
Conrey and Larkin, both obviously un-
der pressire, from their members, have
demanded increased public confrol of
banking and credit and, in turn, at union
gatherings and Labor Party membership
meetings, flayed the government for the
shift to economic chaos, inherent in the
moth-eaten capitalist device of deflation.

Growing unemployment and soaring
prices at the same time underscore the
absolute dependence of the ‘Irish econ-
omy. Full employvment in Brifain and
West Europe inflates the cost of mate-
rials and services with devastating effect
on the Irish price structure, The Tory
credit squeeze in Britain is caleulated
to depress consumption and investment
in an effort to sustain the balance of
foreign payments and to boost exports
at competitive prices, in the cut-throat
climate of the world market.

The automatic application by the
Irish government (including its Labor
ministevs) of the British Tory chancel-
lor’s deflationary measures to a situa-
tion (underinvestment and chronic un-
deremployment) that is basically differ-
ent from Britain is deepening the crisis
of [rish capitalist society.

TUC Chides; Unions Prepare Strikes

By OWEN ROBERTS

London, Feb. 22

A warning that the government’s financial policy may lead to an
economic pile-up came today from representatives of more than eight
million British trade-unionists. The warning was contained in a 2000-
word document on the economic situation sent by the General Council

of the Trades Union Congress to
Harold Macmillan.

The TUC was prompted to make
this move after Macmillan’s emer-
gency measures announced last
week and to give him an indication
of the TUC's attitude before he
sits down to draw up the plans for
the annual government budget in
April.

The deocument criticized the govern-
ment’s policy in wsing arbitrary financial
measures in on endeavor to solve the baol-
ance-of-payments crisis ond protested
against the delibercte diserimination
against social expenditure and investment
§in the nationalized industries.

“In rejecting the use of direct controls,

whether on investment or on imports,
and relying heavily on monetary policy,
the povernment is taking a risk on the
employment situation,” said the TUC.
- “The statement also welcomed Chancel-
lor Macmillan’s recent statement that he
would not deliberately create unemploy-
ment in order to ease the present eco-
nomic situation—a policy that_has been
frequently advanced in recent months by
sections of the Tory Party and capitalist
press. But the TUC pointed out that,
whatever the government’s intentions, it
was folly to pursue a policy which might
precipitate the very dangers that it was
designed to avoid. .

“Saying that “any fresh upsurge of in-
comies above the increase -in output”
would undermine any measures which
the ‘chancellor may be planning for his
April-budget, the TUC gently chastised
those who allege that the responsibility
for inflation Tests with the trade unions
for. demanding wage increases and the
employers for granting the increases.

' _%The policy pursued by the Copserva-
tive government of deliberately dismant-
ting the machinery of control and plan-
‘ning in- order to return to a freer econ-
omy, ‘conpled -with the measures which
have: resulted.in the redistribution of in-
come, has given Tise to fears in the

- minds of /many, work-people that: their

-1 .anythi

the Chancellor of the Exchequer,

living standards are in danger,” gaid the
TUC's statement. “Moreover, the initial
motivation of the great bulk of wage de-
mands in recent vears has been the justi-
fiable need. as workers see it, to main-
tain a level of consumption (of which
food and other essential commodities
form a large proportion) threatened by
price inereases some of which have re-
sulted from deliberate budzet policy.”

WEAK CRITICISM

The TUC has also expressed concern
at possible reductions in expenditure on
public services. It said that while those
criticizing government expenditure never
specified the particular sections which
should be cut there was little doubt that
the social services were the intended
target. -

After saying that the need for proper
eeonomies in  povernment expenditure
must not be made the excuse for delaying
necessary improvements in the social
gervices o1 for making arbitrary cuts in
other directions the TUC's statement
concluded by drawing attention to a par-
ticular item of zovernment spending,

“Defense expenditure,” it said, "is still
absorbing a third of all revenue from
taxes, and, while we recognize the impor-
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tance of avoiding any action which
wezaken the defense effort, we consider it
essential that the government should
keep the defense program under constant
serutiny with a view to effecting econo-
mies where possible.”

In spite of its eriticisms of the Tory gov-
ernment the TUC's statement is filled with
academic wafling ond is unlikely to give
satisfaction te the ronk-ond.file trode-
unionists, many of whom are in the thick
of struggles for pay-increases. The engi-
neering industry, in particular, may prove
a Number One trouble spot in the next few
weeks.

Some months ago three million work-
ers in the engineering industry filed a
claim for a 15 per cent pay raise, After
innumerable. meetings and hnmming and
hawing the employers’ organization
eventually offered an increase of less
than half this amount, and it was
promptly rejected by the engineering
UNIons. ¢

DEMONSTRATION STRIKES

In two days time the leaders of the 30
unions in the enginering industry are
meeting in London to discuss the next
step. A number of them are now known
to favor lifting the demand to a 20 per
cent raise in view of the government’s
recent battening down on workers'living
standards. )

& Meanwhile local organizations of the en-

gineering workers are opening up with
small-arms fire against the employers.. On
Friday, the day of the union leaders’ meet-
ing in London, engineering emterprises in
the giant steel center of Sheffield will
come to a halt for twenty-four hours as
the workers stage a token strike. Three
days later the 40,000 engincering ond
shipbuilding workers in Belfast will down
tools for a day in support of their wage
claim.

These actions are typical of the mood
which now prevails among the workers
in_ Britain’s largest industry and where
by tradition the unions are among the
most militant at rank-and-file level, And
these actions are causing the government
much more worry thanm all the faintly
voiced protests originating from the
Transport House headquarters of the
TUC.

More_and more the Tories are e‘astin'g

anxious glances at the workshops in the.

knowledge that within them les the
latent power that ean send this govern-
ment toppling in the. dust.

Irish Labor Left Is Pushing

Gov’t Coalition

Even that diffident apologist for eapi-
talism, De Valera, was prompted to re-
mark, in a by-election speech at Kerry
last week, that the incommpetence of: this *
capitalist coalition administration was
imperiling the existence and social soli-
darity of bourgeois interests, by the irs
resolute attitude of the government to
the needs of the economy.

He said that two currents of political
thought found solace in the growing
crisis: the “back-to-Britain” -school who
denigrated the independence movement,
and the revolutionary socialists, who
who would exploit the economic break-
down. He hardly had in mind the Labor
Party or the Stalinists in his reference
to revolutionary socialism.

NORTON FACES REVOLT

Against this background a minor revolt
is scheduled for the Lobor Party confer-
ence in April, a revolt against continuing
Labor support to the coalition. Several
motions submitted demand an action pro-
gram that the party would use to high-
light o break with the capitalist parties
in the government: measures like national-
ization of the banks, eof the flour-mills,
soak-the-rich taxes, import-export control,
ond state purchasing cbroad fo cut out
the agents who chisel up the costs.

Labor Minister Norton can be ex-
pected to blow his top, because he is the
minister responsible for the economic
well-being of the country, as well as
being the senior Labor minister in the
cabinet. :

It is believed that union leaders will
play a major role in this debate, because
of the militant mood and pressure of the
ranks against the attempt to lay off the.
crisis on them, A new ecritical mood is
apparent in those sections of the party
that in the past faithfully reflected Nor-
ton's craven collaboration with the most
reactionary capitalist elements in the
government.

One Sunday newspaper columnist, who
is uspally on the inside.of Labor-develop-
ments, hints at the possibility that Nor-
ton may be a McDonald act and break
organizationally with the party. His
ideological break has not been-in doubt
for wears.

Lemass, who is De Valera's economic
expert and Norton’s predecessor in the
Ministry ‘of Industry, discarded Norton's
current economic theories 20 years ago.

“Such is the measure of Norton’s thinking

—even in a capitalist sense.

LARKIN'S STAR UP

Larkin is being touted as the leader of
the Labor left in certain Labor Party cir-
cles, However, Laorkin's behavior is enig-
matic. He has done some dirty chores in
recent times for the right-wing leaders,
while continuing  #o mouth left-wing
phrases, together with an cccosional
genuflection #o the Stalinist elememds in
the party.

It is agreed that he speaks from
strength now, because of his influentiai
position in the united trade-union center,
and that he is becoming more outspoken
and eritical of the crassly igniorant and
opportunist line of the Labor ministers,

Loeal Stalinists here, with the agility
of mental Houdinis, are lapping up the
popular-front line emanating from the
20th Communist Party circus in Moscow
and are endeavoring—wryly, of course—
to justify Milkoyan's debunking of Sta-
in after collaborating with it all for a
lifetime. Now that the divinity of the
Father of All the Russians has-been ex-'
ploded and the Great Father himself is
no meore; we have denunciation gl
around.

SHACHTMAN TOUR -

SAN FRANCISCO & EAST BAY
Max Shachtman

will speak in Berkeley
on

The Russian C;mgress
And the Cold War

WED., MARCH 21 ot 8 p.m.
FINNISH BROTHERHOOD HALL
1970 Chestnut- Street
Berkeley
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DOSTOYEVSKY GETS IN THE.MIDDLE—

Arthur Miller and the
- Cultural Freedom " Posse

 Arthur

By MAX MARTIN

The American Committee for Cultural Freedom, which is militantly
in favor of cultural freedom for Russia and other Iron Curtain coun-
tries, has once again and in its usual fashion come to the defense of

liberty in the cultural field.

This time its passionate commitment to cultural freedom in othe.r
countries came up against no less a threat to culture and the free prac-

tice thereof than playwright Ar-
thur Miller, author of “Death of a
Salesman™ and other works.
February 9 was the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the death of Dos-

toyevsky. As could be predicted,
publicists and propagandists on both
sides of the Iron Curtain tried to make
some political hay out of the event. _

In Russia, where the Stalinist regime
until recéntly suppressed many of Dos-
toyevsky's novels, various celebrations
were held, during the course of which the
Stalinists got in a few dultural-propa-
ganda licks, And in this country, like-
wise, it was a rare public notice of the
anniversary which failed to attack Rus-
sian totalitarianism. Thus the New York
Times editorial hailed the writer as a
heroie fighter against authoritarianism,
an appreciation which is less than ae-
curate but which did score a point
against Moscow.

On February 13 it was annocunced that

Arthur Miller hod issued a stotement on -

Dostoyevsky denouncing both Russia and
the United States for their treatment of
art.

In his statement Miller asserted that
three organizations, one Russian Stalin-
ist group and two American anti-Stalin-
ist ones, had asked him to comment pub-
Yicly on the significance of Dostoyevsky.
He identified the three as the Union of
Soviet Writers, the American Committee
for Liberation from Bolshevism (a right-
wing” group composed mainly of East
European refugees) and the ACCF.

NEITHER CAN CLAIM HIM

Asserting that true art is above poli-
ties, Miller called upon both Russia and
the United States to recognize that “to.
interfere with its freedom is to commit
4n aet against mankind itself.” He also
denounced the propigandistic exploita-
tion of Dostoyevsky's anniversary by
stating: “. . . to attempt to draw the
memory of this great and terrible man
onto any political platform extant in the
world today is vanity.”

“I must conless Lo a very particular
feeling of Dostoyevskian comedy in the
arvival of these three invitations,” he
said. “Here I am, a writer who has only
recently been deprived of his right to
create a sereen play in Ameviea; a writer
who only a few years ago had his plays
removed from the Soviet stages on the
hasis of his ‘cosmopolitanism’ being ask-
ed to speak in celébration of an author
who was exiled in his own time in Czarist
Russia, whose works were forever being
censored, and who until recently was
suppressed by the Soviet government.”

The referemee to Miller’s heing pre-
vented from writing a screen play con-
cerns an incident which oceurred in New
York City last December. The New York

City Youth Board had planned-to spom--

sor the production of a movie om juvenile

delinquency, with Miller as scenarist. -

When attacked by the American Legion,
the Cathelie War Veterans and other

groups for so employing a “subversive,”"

the Youth Board decided to drop Miller
and then to drop entirely its planz for
the picture.

“T hawe always felt,” wrote Miller,

“that the Soviet suppression of some of:

his [Dostoyevsky's] works and the out-
right banning of others was a particu-
larly indefensible act of cultdral bar-
barism.”

"The facts, | believe, make: it absolutely
impossible for ecither the Americen or So-
viet civillzations to honestly "cloim® Dos-
toyevsky,'" he added. "Were he alive fo-
day | believe he would be in trouble In
America for certoin of his views, and In
Russia for others.”

ON ART AND TRUTH .

Miller’s statement is unusual enough
te deserve further quotatiom:

“If T eould, I would say to the world
that Dostoyevsky was exiled and his
works censored in his own time; that un-

By s

der the Soviets they were suppressed at
times and at times held to be so injuri-
ous that people were warned away from
rea‘ding thém; that in neither the Soviet
Union nor in the United States today
could a man with his views have long
survived without punitive condemnation,
which in the Soviet. Union could mean
outright suppression if not worse and in
the - United States an unofficial but,
nevertheléss, powerful process of social
and economic ostracism.

“T would want to say that the survival
of -Dostoyevsky’s work is a testament to
the futility of censorship either overt or
covert; that the political man’s claim to
know that an artist or a work of art is
injurious to. the public mind or the na-
tional “interest is an expression, always
and everywhere, not of his love of coun-
try but his fear for the loss of his power
when the truth is told.

“That as a conseguence, to attempt to
draw the memory of this great and ter-
rible -man onto any political platform
extant in the world today is vanity. That
what all of us might do everywhere in
the world is to understand that through
the works of their artists the nations of
the world have at hand a communion of
gpirit unapproachable for its sincerity
and depth by any other means. That
whatever fhe views of its author, a genu-
ine work of art is an expressson of love,
especially is this true of Dostoyevsky,
and that to break off this communion or
to interfere with its freedom is to com-
mit an act against mankind itself.”

VIGILANTES AT WORK

The ACCF entered the act immedi-
ately after the publication of Miller's
statement, It declared in the first place
that it had not invited Miller to issue
such a comment, and that he had erred
in thinking otherwise. (On this point, in
fact, Miller had indicated that he may
have confused the ACCF with ACLB, be-
cause of overlapping personnel.) -

. But the intrepid custodians of cultural
freedom did net step there. Recognizing
Miller as @ grave damger to that species
.of freedom which the ACCF holds so dear,
it swung into action, blockjock in hand.

-Grudgingly stating that it welcomed
his ‘criticism of suppresston of artistic
freedom, the ACCF declared that it
wanted to know why he had not taken
this position in 1949. Miller, the commit-
tee pointed out, had that year been one
of the spomsors of a Stalinist “peace”
rally at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in
New York. :

The sentinels of eultural freedom were
obviously worried by the idea that some
people would regard Miller's progress
politically during the past six years with
enthusiasm, so they quickly stepped in
to squéleh the cheers,

“So what if he's criticizing Stalinist
totalitorianism today—he didn't do go in
1949 The indictment iz not only crush-
ing and -irrefutable but permanent.

Having zotten this out of the way, the
ACCF went on to the heart of the mat-
ter. It sharply rebuked Miller for having
dared to do what it ealled comparing cul-
tural interference in Russia with such
phenomena in the United States.

“We wish,™ it said, “to take sharp
issue with Mr, Miller's near equation of
these episodic violations of the tradition
of politieal and cultural freedom in the
United States with the official govern-
ment policy of the Boviet Union in im-
posing a ‘party line' in all fields of art,
culture and science, and enforcing such a
line with sanctions ranging from im-
prizonment to exile to loss of job.,” (Em-
phasis added.)

SPOTTING THE ENEMY

‘To be sure, there are some who will
not .recognize that Miller made a “near
equation” of Russia and the United
States. in .regard: to-cultural freedom.

. Buch people wilk.think-that his statement

—*which in the Soviet Union could mean
outright suppression if not worse, and
in the United States an unofficial but,
nevertheless, powerful process of social
and economie ostracism”—recognized the
zreat difference between totalitarianism
in Russia and the witchhunt in the
United States. They might think that
Millex's use of the phrase “cultural bar-
barism" in application to the Moscow
regime’s policies; and his failure to uti-
lize the same expression in regard to this
country showed that he distinguished.
Still others might think: All right, if
Miller constructed a near-equation in his
comparison of the two countries this is
wrong, but the important thing is that
he's against cultural suppression every-
where, which apparently was not the
case in 1949,

The curators of cultural freedom, how-
ever, were not to be mollified. They knew
at once thot anybody whe regards the
events in the civil liberties field which.
have occurred in this cduntry during the
last ten years or so as more than “epi-
sodic violations"—there is its enemy. It
knows that anyone wheo thinks that one
should speak out sharply about the dan-
gers to freedom in the United.States in-
stead of just shaking his' head sadly once
in @ while over the “episadic violations"
—he is the real threat. Since he thinks
that Russia and America are both evil.

And against him, the ACCF is ever
ready to swing into action, even if in so
doing it may have to keep guiet about a
few of those “episodic violations.” After
all, there's only so much that one orzani-
zation can do.

SHIFTY POLITICS

Moreover, the ACCF understands the
real political significance of Miller's act
of criticism of hoth Russia and the
United States. It's neutralism, that's
what it is.

Ag it boldly stated, Miller's views are
“typical of neutralist sentinment once it
moves from the position of open Com-
munist sympathy.” And the only greater
threat to cultural freedom than neuntral-
ism is Stalinism itself; indeed they are
practically speaking the only threats.
Therefore, mincing no words, the ACCF
spoke out on that too.

Now neutralism is a divty word in re-
spectable American cireles, but it is a bit
ambiguous at best. Insofar as neutralism
is associated with Nehru, for example, it
connotes cuddling up to both war camps,
What Milley had done was just the re-
verse: he had atfacked both vival sys-
tems. In fact, to tell the horrible truth,
it smacked of a distinetly Third-Campish
approach, if only by implication.

And even if Miller is to be condemned
for committing some sin called neutral-
ism, there are those who might think
that he deserves a kind word for moving
away from the position of “open Com-
munist sympathizer” to a position of at-
tacking Moscow in the name of cultural
freedom.

S#ill others might wonder how an or-
ganization like the ACCF, which is sup-
posed to be a cultural-freedem group and
not a political erganization with a party
line, gets the nerve to condemn neufral-
ism, considering that it refused to speali
out against the "genercl principles” of

' the McCarran Immigration Act on the

ground that this fell outside its jurisdiction
as a cultural-freedom organization, One
learns that obviousiy there are these po-
litical matters which are closely related
to cultural freedom, like neutralism ond
world politics, for instance, and those
which are not, iike the racist McCarran
Act. .

THE MEAT-CLEAVER

As a matter of fact, the ACCF is wor-
ried that there may even be people, who
despite their recognition of Miller's un-
clarity on the question of Stalinism, will
greet his statement with some sympathy,
thinking in the first place, that his latest
position i a welcome political dewelop-
ment for him, and that, secondly, inade-
quate as some of his formulations may
he, he is correct about the essential mat-
ter: the necessity for all democrats to
fight for cultural and political freedom
everywhere. {

Such people may even believe that the

reaction of the ACCF resembles that of

the CP in cultural affairs to this extent:

that both demand conformity to their, '

party lines. or else the meat-cleaver will
descend. i
As if to reassure cavilers and refute
any “ritualistic” protests to the effect
that the ACCP has utilized this incident
for purposes of propagandizing for the
American Party Line and hatchetin
any artists and intellectuals who fail ta
conform to it totally, a letter from ACCF
Chairman James T. Farrell appeared in
the New York Times for February 21
Farvell vefrains from criticizing Miller
for his heresy and even praises his d
fense of artistic freedom a hit. )
He does wish to straighten out Miller'a
confusion on the guestion of who invited
him to issue a statement on Dostoyev-
sky’s anniversary. The ACCP had nothe
ing to do with it, he says, bhut some of
its members, including Farrell, did cor
operate with the American Committee
for the Liberation from Bolshevism in
the Dostoyevsky anniversary project.,
One thing Farrell does take exception
to, namely, Miller’s implication that the
ACCF "is attempting to draw the mems
ory of Dostoyevsky, onto a political plats
form.” No sir, says Farrell; “Thiz is
not so as far as the committee is con-
cerned.”” Moreover, he adds, “Especially
because of the phenomena of totalitari-
anism in our time, there has been an ine
erease in the. efforts to politicalize ark
and literature. These efforts the Ameri-
can Committee for Cultural Freedom has'
consistently opposed.” S iy

HOLDING THE BAG

Let's say that's so, for the sake of
argument. But there can be no doubt that
the other organization with which Far-
rell cooperated, the American Committes:
for the Liberation from Bolshevizsm, was
deliberately using the Dostoyevsky anni-
versary as a propaganda instrument
against the Moscow regime. Farrell (not
we) seems to object to this sort of thing;
he even compares it, by implication, with
totalitarian habits,

There was a sequel. The “Liberation™
committee runs a propaganda transmit-,
ter in Europe called “Radio Liberation.”
Having solicited Miller's statement, Ra-
dio Liberation proceeded to beam it out
to the Eastern European masses. The
comumittee did not attack it at all. i

Seme people might think that this kind
of left the American CommiHee for Culs
tural Freedom holding the bag. Even the.
rightist anti-Bolshevik crusaders, who da
not have overweening ambitions fo be
cansidered "liberal,” failed fo be moved
when the Cerberus of Cultural Freedom
raised the alerm on behalf of humanity,’'
against the Miller Menace.

Whither are we drifting, O concierges:
of cultural freedom? Maybe it is time to
write a letter to the Times exposing the:
anti-anti-neutralists of the “Liberation”
zang. Who knows what some of ite peo-
ple may have been doing in 1949,,,,

L)
e b

'POTEMKIN VILLAGE'
IN AFRICA

It seemis they have “Potemkin villages”
for British royalty tao.

Tagging along with Queen Elizabeth.
on her current tour among:Her Loyal
Subjects is a Daily Herald (Labor) re~
porter, Pat Tyler, who wired back from
the ecapital of Nigeria, Lagos, for the
January 26 issue:

“The things they de here. The Big Clean-
Up is on for the Queen's visit. The huge
rubbish dump has been covered with ashes. .
The roads along which the Queen will
travel have been resurfuced ond shanty
town has get @ new lack. .

“Ah, the irony of shanty town! Yon )
see, a 6 foot wall was built to hide the
railway wvard from the Queen's view
when she arrives to start her Nigerian
tour on Saturday. o

“But Nigerians pointed out thatit was
not much good hiding the ngliness of one,
side of the road when the shanty hovelg
lined the other. - .

“Se @ row of nice clean huts has been.
put uwp in front of the others. They wildh
be kept brand new, with nobody living
in them, while the Queen is heve, )

“This sclution has delighted every-
body....

“The Big Clean-Up went on politically,
too. The Minister of Social Services,
Adegoke Adelabu, who was due to greet’
the Queen, resigned dramatically in the
Federal House of Representatives today, -

“He had been found guilty of bribexy:
and corruption as chairman of a district
couneil, +x

“At Enugn, the Eastérn Region Min-
isters of Land and Finance quit too, The
resignations were demanded by Premier
Nmamdi Azikiwe—he oitce called himselfl

. the George Waskington of Nigeria—whd

was determined that there should be no
scandal around politicians meeting the.
Queen.” '

~ }.#




BACKGROUND FOR NEW ORLEANS

The Catholic Attack

-~ On Jim Crow

By EDWARD HILL

The recent anti-Jim-Crow stand takemr
by the Archbizhop of New Orleans, and
indeed, the whole role of the Catholic
Church in the South, reguires a consider-
able amount of background information
for_analysis. Put in such a context, the
explanation which emerges is complex
and anything but a case of simple self-
serving.

The Ameri¢an Catholic Church entered
the period of the thirties with a high-
level social ideology but without any
kind of social movement. The work of

AMonsignor John Ryan was in a liberal-

tradition, and it had resulted in doeu-
ments such ss the Bishop's Statement of
1919. Ryan was, of course, anti-socialist;
ih fact, he had debates With Socialist
Party leaders from time to time. The
reneral point of this line of thought was
pro-union, anti-racist, and so on.

But the ideology remained nretty much
on the level of ceremonia] statements of
the church's devotion to the common
man. The priests were not taught these
fdeas in their séminaries, and their gen-
eral attitudes were those of a new petty-
bourgeois, larded over with the tradition
of Irish Jansenism whichk had become
dominart in the American church.

Indeed, American Catholicism was
{and- still,- to a certain extent, is) the
mest unimaginative, untheoretical sec-
tion of the world ehurch. To this day, it
has failed to produce a heretic of sub-
stancé—Father Feeny being more of a
¢rackpot than anything else—and the
one papal denunciation of a deviation,
that of Americanism, was actually aimed
#t some French thinkers,

Wi'l'h the 'Hllrl'lu and the advent of a

period of social movement in the United

tates all this began to chonge. When
movements arese which cttempted to give

substance fo the ritual phrases of the

1919 Declaration and Ryan's ideas they

et ‘with tremendaus resistance. And yed

ne fact q-uunmd @ certain base for
his new development: the Americon
ehlr:h of the thirties was primarily com-
fiosed of working-class members, This
theant that the church had to make a turn
hwwrd the needs of its own  pesple,

IH THE '30s

One of the first signs of this change

was the appearance of Father Coughlin.
Initially he was not fascist, at least not
publicly so. His avowed intention was to
popularize the papszl encyelicals on the
social question (Rerum Novarvm of Lea
XI1I, written in 1891 as an anti-Marxist
dttempt to win back the European work-
ing class to the church; and Quadriges-
simo Anno, Pius XI's analysis on the
same subject.) His interpretation of
these highly ambiguous documents was
in general liberal. This was during the
pericd when he was supporting Roose-
wvelt.
. As the thirties progresced, Coughlin
went over to an outright fascist ideology.
But other groups developed within the
church taking the line of liberal inter-
pretation of the encyclicals.

In the early thirties, the Catholic
Worker came into existence. In itg early
period, this group a‘t.t.rsebed almost all
of the young priests and laymen who
were to form the liberal wing of Ameri-
can Catholiciem. Its ideology was, from
thE Ver}' beginning, anti-racist.

In the mid-thirties, the Worker group
split in many directions. Tts oppesition
to Mussolini's attack on Ethiopia lost it
many Italian sdpporters; its hostility to
Franco and its pacifism cost it still more.
Yet at the same time new groups devel-
oped from within the Catholic Worker.

One of these, Friendship House, had"

mter-mmal:sm as ite primary concern.
It was initially under the direction of a

Russian émigré, Catherine de Hueck, and-

the stand it took was one of religious

ahsolutism.. Jt . defended, for example;-

inter-racial marriage.

ST. LOUIS REHEARSAL

Then in the mid-thirties again, during
the Spanish Civil War, an internal strug-
gle in the magazine Commonweal over
the issue of support to Franco put a
liberal group in control. Part of their
ideology was also.inter-racialist.

« They formed port of o new, and broad
front which had developed in o period of
holf a decade: the Catholic Werker,
Friendship House, Commonweal, the Asso-

ciation of Cathellc Trade Unionists, and
so on, The general line of these groups
was "liberal,” Le.. pro-union, onti-Jim-
Crow, etc., with a certain amount of anti-
capitalist radicalism (the Catholic Work-
erl thrown in.

Indeed, one of the strange and impor-
tant aspects of this entire development
was how easily the liberal and left-wing
Catholie took to outright anti-capitalism.
This followed from the ideology of the
papal documents which became the basis
for both fascist and democratic intevpre-
tations of an anti-capitalist stand. And
almost all of the left-wing interpreters
propagandized apainst segregation.

" In the early forties, an event of con-

‘siderable significance for the anti-racist

Catholics fook place. A group of priests
at St. Louis University—Father George
Dunne, S.J., author of a famous article
called “The Sin of Segregation,” Father
Claude Heithaus, and a few others—
fought a strong campaign for the inte-
gration of that Jesuit university.

Their struggle resulted in the leaders
being transferred to other parts of the
ecountry, but it had its impaet. Tn 1945-6,
5t. Lonis University was integrated.

RITTER WINS
By this time, it had become appsarent

" that the long educational campaign of

the Iiberal Catholics was bearing fruit.
As a mattér of faet, this was probably
their most successful single agitation.

A group of "liberal" bishops began to
form in the late fortles—Shiel of Chicage,
Lucey of San Antenio, Ritter of St. Louis,
Rummel in New Orleans, Waters in Caro-
line, and s0 on—and almost all of them
hed o hard line on the question of Jim
Crow ‘and begon to integrote the institu.
tions under their control,

Oné of the most dramatic instances of
this trend occurred in St. Louis in the
late forties. )

Upon the death of Cardinil Glennon,
Ritter was appointed to the bishoprie.
The manner of his coming should have
been a hint of what was to follow. He
s&id -his first Midss in his new diocese in
a Negro chuith, Arriving in the siunmer,
he made-it a ‘point’ of appearing in pub-
lie with various Negro leaders. Then in
the fall he tossed his bombshell into the
city Ta Dorder town city, at that): all
parochial schools were to be integrated.

An opposition quickly formed among
the Catholies: A parent,s’ group threat-
ened a law suit to imaintan Jim Crow,
Ritter moved swiftly, had every pastor in
St. Louis read the code of cannon law on
excommunication to there parishioners,
and let it be known that all of the lead-
ers of the movement were to be excom-
municated forthwith unless they com-
plied with his order.

The movement collapsed, and the in-
tegration was successfully carried out.

WHY THE STRONG LINE?

This case is particularly instructive in
view of Archbishop Rummel's stand in New
Orleans. For. Rummel is apporently follow-
ing the. Ritter toctic, relying heavily upon
his spiritual ,authority over his communi-
cants to push his policy. He has already
threotened the excommunication of Catho-
lic legislaters who move to keep Jim Crow
in the church's schouls im that statfe.

His line is, in this sense, gquite abso-
lutistic, but it is the way which the
bishops (Ritter, Waters, and others)
have moved in similar cases, If the past
is any guide, it means that integration
will be successfully carried out.

Why this strong policy? Is it simply
the resull: of the educational efforts of
the liberal wing of the church?

This answer clearly doesn't explain
everything, although it iz a considerable
factor in the present situation, especial-
Iy in accounting for the hardness of the
ling which the bishops are taking. But
other elements must be included,

One of thesé i< the position of the in-
ternational church wvis-a-vis the colonial
peoples. Since World War II, Rome has
been following a fairly clear policy of
appealing to the world's underdeveloped
areas, There is evidently an intention
that the experience of the 19th century,
when the church (as Pius XI put it) lost
the working class, shall not be repeated,

This line has worked itself out in ap-
pointments to high positions in the hier-
archy. India now has a cardinal. Native

{Turn to last pagel

gifiEchs

‘Down on the Farm'

To the Editor:
ftem 1: You mention a national head-
quarters set up by the new Indian SP.
I'd greatly appreciate it if vou could
send me the address or publish same.
[The address is: Socialist Party, Cen-

‘trial Office — 3-16-19, Himayayatnagar

Hyderabad (Dn), India.—ED.]

Itemn 2: In the final installment of your
reprints from Down On the Farm there
appear the legislative recommendations
that the secretary of Labor should be
authorized to (1) «etermine whether
foreign workers are needed; (2) see that
they get the prevailing wage; and (3)

* provide that the jobs have first been of-

fered to domestic workers.
Even the most “altruistic” lnqki-ng‘- of
these proposals (the second) is but a

* backhanded form of discrimination as

long as domestic workers do not get the
same “protection” when they bid. for
jobs. And as to the third proposal, what
would we say if anyone proposed a law
that the jobs in some area should first
be offered to white, blue-eyed Protes-
tants? The intent of all three proposals
is the same: to keep the foreigmer out,

This is not my idea of international
working-class solidarity. Is it any worse
for one-half of the working ¢lass to shoot
the other half, than for one-twentieth of
the working e¢lass to shut the other 95
per cent out? Here we: stand, 150 million
strong, monopolizing over a third of the
world's contemporary economic oppor-
tunities. And in the name of the labor
movement !

The right to move is as fundamental
to democracy as the right te speak. To
move is to communicate; there can never
be a trgly international proletariat while
workers are penned up in -;eparqte cor-
rals and poisoned with natlonallt.y-com
sciousness, nor can there ever be 2 truly
international market in ideas in the ab-
sence of widespread personal contact. To
move is also to level. If economic equality
has anything to do with democracy, then
the fight for international freedom of
movement is one of the most significant
and concrete of all the tasks with which
we could concern ourselves, in-a day and
age when the Indian government charges

that the land-hogging exclusionist prac-.

tices of the United States and Australia
contribute in no small measure to the
poverty of Asia.

1 will- never forget a_trial I witnessed
two years ago. ] was attending the trial
of a conscientious objector, and I hap-
pened to get there earlv. They brought
in & poor, humble wethack, who stood
there mute through the whole fivé min-
utes of hig “trinl.” Said the lawyer (for
the defense or for the prosecution was
never quite clear) in a familidr, depre-
cating tone, “Your Honor, here’s a man
wha likes the United States too well."”
(Oh yes, you can get punished for that,
too!)

Hizzoner looked over a transeript of -

the prisoner's record. I see }ou’ve been
here several times Before. Last time we

gave you six months. You don't learn

very well, do you?” says he, with the
sanctimonious azir of a Sunday School
teacher who has just caught Johnuy with
a copy of God's Little Acre for the thivd
time. “Well, what shall we do with you
this time? Hmmm.” Nerve-racking
pause; hizzoner twiddles his fat thombs.
(Cat and Mouse. A little amusement with
a defenselesz being who can't zet back
at vou. “Well, I'll give you two vears this
time, at the end of which you'll be trans-
ported back to Mexico, Maybe this will
make you think twice before you come
again.” And so the well-heeled judge,
who had probably never known hunger
in his life because his ancestors had
fought their way into a bounteons land
by force and wiolence, toyed with two
years of another man's life, punishing
him for no greater crime than having
slipped unobtrusively over the border
and offered his services where they would
turn out the greatest product and fetch
the greatest reward. That night the
judee went home and slept serene in the
knowledge that he was a Pillar of the
Community, Upholding the Majesty of
the Law. For my part, I have never felt
more sympathy for anarch:sm.

The conscientions objector who was
tried that day got his support in the
socialist préss. When Max Shachtman
was denied that right to travel on po-
litical grounds, he got his proper sup-
port. But newer in any socialist periodi-
cal did T see one word aghout that poor
Wetback. Noi about any of the hundreds,
maybe thonsands of other cases like him
every month.

How could any socialist who is worth
his salt fail to feel a burning rage at

this treatment of fellow workers? Is
there, perhaps, a guilty silence, some-
what analogous to that of certain liberal
Democrats, who are in favor of demo-
cratic rights except when they happen to
embarrass certain people whose support
they =olicit? Are we pandering to the na-
tionalistic narrowness of the bulk of the
present-day labor movement in the
United States? Why ave we silent?
Even the most conservative of the po-
litical philesophies kicking around these
days assert the right of revolutionary

“action against Jaws not agreed to by the

majority of those affected. Well, here’s a
type of law that in the very nature of

.the case never has been and never will

he submitted to the majority of those

.-affected. By rights we should be running

an underground railroad. But we don’t

Even peep. ) . !
DicK FREDERICKSEN
' -

Comrade, Fredericksen misapprehends
the provision to which he objects. In the
pamphlet by the LID and the National
Sharecroppers Fund, as reprinted here
Jan. 30, thiz passage rvead, “provided
that all the benefits given foreign work-
ers must_have been offered to,domestic
workers frior to approval of tjle impor-
tation of Toréign workm's " =Yltalics
added.)

It is not the jobs 'n.‘nlch have to be
offered to domestic workers first, adcord-
ing to this legislative program..

We're told over the phone by the LIB
office that this legislative proposal prob-
ably seeks to stop the practice of offering
specigl initial inducements and lures to
Mexican workers, after which they are
at the mercy of the labor importers.
—ED.

{Continwed from page 1)

itehing to get in their licks against the
Taber unions and to quit “knuckling
down' to organized labor (as they would
put it). For the likes of these, Westing-
house is a vanguard of the l.‘nprt,ahst
elass in its thought-out and unrermtfmg
battle against the union.

Our great American labor“statesmeny

however, continue to'be the captives of

their own slogans. They are still playing
it sweet with Stevenson even though he
has spoken out only for some ch&nges in
the T-H Law, not for ity repesnl; after
all they are tied: to him ‘a.n.d'to the
Democratic Party.

But the Westinghouse strike MHuminates
the need for lobor pelitical action to de-
stroy Taft-HarHey. It needs mass profests
against the use of T-H to smash o strike,
In this situction labor Is seeing thot its
own previous (and semi-forgotten) pre-
dictions obout the strikebreaking poten-

"Hals of Toft-Hartley are coming true.

How long will they be afraid to em-
barrass their political allies and so tone
down their real opposition to that legal
atrocity.

By now, as the Westinrhouse sitnation
is revealet] in all its uglimess, with the
guttering out of the settlement hones
arm:%d recently, surely there must be
an “agonizing reappraisal” by the heads-
of the labor movement of any idea that
this strike can go under witheut vitally
impairing all of labor’s struggle,

The united labor moveemnt has the
power to put the fear of the lord into
the umion-smashers by organizing wiant
demonstrations against the use of Taft-
Hartley to smssh labor.
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FIVE CENTS

‘Dissent’ Holds a Conference

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON and GEORGE RAWLINGS .

With Dissent entering its third year of publication, we feel that
‘some comment is due from us on the course which that magazine (and
the broad tendency it represents) is taking, This is especially true
given the fact that the YSL responded favorably to the appearance of
Dissent, regarding it as an organ which would prove to be of some (if
limited) value to the cause of socialism. Also there is the fact that vari-
ous YSLers have been contributers to the magazine, 5

At the Dissent Conference in
New York City on February 18, the
speeches of fwo of the leading
members of the Dissent editorial
‘board, Irving Howe and Lewis
‘Coser, gave an inferesting indica-
tion of the thinking of ot least part of the
supporters of the magazine, thinking which
hos béeir reflected in its puges. In general,
one cowld summorize their presentatioms
as showing ‘@ movement from pelitical in-
volvement to cuHurdl non-cenformism,
from sociolism to wndifferenticted radi-

calism, .

It was fore présent as a matter of
mood than of program, and yet it was
there and palpably so. And given Dis-
sent’s- avowed anti-programmatic bias,
the mood of its leading figures becomes,
jor all practical purposes, its program.

Howe's talk on “Culfure and Politics”
was based on the assumption tha_t_cut—
ture, in our period, reflects the crisis of
our society more directly than any other
area,and:is.more directly susceptible to
radical influence; therefore, that cultural
discussion. and activity have bﬂ_:o:me
more important for socialists. P?lmcs,
he argued, are still meaningful, indeed
they are the heart of the problem, but
they have become “tight,” i.e, allowing
for little real movement and, in particu-
lar, excluding the radical from any possi-
bility of disposing of pnlmcyl‘ power.
Political analysis, political positions, po-
litical programs, he maintained, are not
significant for socialists at the present
time. . :

There is, of course, much in 'Howes
analysis which cannot be disputed.
American politics are tight; radicals are,
in practical terms, excluded from-_r:eal
relevance to them, But this recognition
of fact hardly justifies the conclusion
which Howe draws from it: that there-
fore it is no longer necessary for radi-
eals to pot in so much time analyzing
politics, Indeed, a much' stronger argu-
ment could be drawn from Howe’s fact:
that now is precisely the time for sorial-
iste lo begin raising basie questioms of
political analysis. §

GENERAL MOOD

But this is to phrase the question in

the abstract. The real significance of
Howe's point can only be seen in the con-
text of the general mood of the confer-
ence, one which Coser, more than Howe,
articulated, _
{ Qoser's ‘gefieral  analysis was almost
an echo of the positon put forth by Al-
bert Camus in The Rebel. And it is remi-
niscent of the attitudes of people.like
Dwight Macdonald and Ignazio Silone
when théy were on their way out of the
leit sociatist movement. ;

The main imperctive which Coser recag-
mizes for socialists today is one of "per-
sonal dissend.” This is ploced within a con-
text of guestioning some basic sociolist
assumphons: -the social power of the
working class to creafe a new society: the
class struggle as the mechanism of the
growth of socialist consciousness.

- In turning from the traditional sacial-
ist position, Coser moved in the directiorr
of lumping the trade-union bureaucrats,
the “socially backward”’ working class
and the, eapitalist -class into' one -mass
which must be fought, and he did se
without differentiating among them.

- As a corollary of this he also sug-
gested that “radjcalism” might be a
more inelusive and better word than
“gopialism,” ie., all anti-conformism i3

more or less equally good. This, of course,
is an element in the anti-organizational
position . which he-expressed. at the con-
ference and previously in Bissent.

Ultimately, he came close to asserting
that socialist politics as we have known
them are-wo longer historically relevant.
Such ‘a theoretical revision is clearly of
the first: magnitude, and Coser shied
away {rom being definite about it. It
was"there as s -mooed.

Same of the Dissent supporters pres-
ent cledrly realized how pelitically - sig-
nificant the Howe-Coser turn is, and
one speaker attatked the. absence of
basic theoretidal articles in the maga-
zine while major changes aré announced
ad hoc.

REACTION TO CRITICS

‘Howe took the floor and in rejoinder
to the criticisms of Coser's talk which
several YSLers present at the Canfer-
ence had made, angrily demanded to
know why they did not identify them-
selves as YSLers, state their program,
and defend it, rather than criticize Co-
ser's remarks on-organization, his pessi-
mism, ete. He stated that what separated
“us" from "you" are the differing polit«
ical views held (which ke did not spe-
cify), rathet 'than the questions dis-
cussed. Coser, in his summary, also
claimed that political ideas, and mot er-
ganizational ones, were the axis around
which the differences revalve,

What_was interesting about this tock
was not so much its implication that the
YSLers present were hiding their offille-
tions os i¥s cleor and straightforward as-
sertion that "pelitics™ and not "organiza-
tion™ was ot the bottem of the disagree-
ment. The YSL's politics are known, stated
in resolutions, articles, documents, etc., in
terms of that kind of political analysis
which Howe had previously rejected. But
Dissent according. to its avewals has ne
political "“Hae.”" What then did Howe
mean? The critical support to American
imperialismr which e announced on-leav-
ing the Independent Socielist League? is
this another ad hec revisien of Dissent's
untheoreticol- theory and unpelitical peli-
tics? Moreover,” YSlers who  write for
Dissent have not been asked #o identify
their organization when their articles
were occepted for the magaxine—this be-
came a question only when the YSlers
were critical of the Howe-Caoser line.

THE ROAD IT'S TRAVELING

In its pages and. at this conference,
there is being mdde clear the road along
which Digsent is traveling, From polit-
ical involvement to an amorphous cultur-
al radicalism, from. socialism to an un-
differentiated “radicalism,” from an
“open forum' te a tendency counterpos-
ing itself to organized socialist pelities—
these seem tobé the directions. The effect
is the liquidation of socialist politics into
a mood of pessimistic “radical” uneasi-
ness and dissent, and the blurring of the
distinctions between socialism and that
“sophisticated and advanced” eulturism
which passes for radicalism among many
students and intellectuals.

With the effort to reach this new gen-
eration and such Sections of the pepula-
tion with the socialist message we are
sympathetic; we felt that Dissent could
play such a role: But if it will reach
them with the moods of dispair being
displayed, if it will reflect back to in-
tellectuals 4ll of the unhesdlthy tenden-
cies to be found among them, if it will
comvert college sophomores into ex-
hausted old men overnight, it will play
its. role -badly, ‘to put it both charitably

and mildly.

UC and Miss Lucy:

Waiting

By CHARLES WALKER

for a Sane Voice’

Berkeley, Feb, 17

After waiting an additional week for further developments, the
Associated Students of the University of California Executive Com-
mittee declined to send a telegram to the University of Alabama stu-
dent body supporting Autherine Lucy's right to attend schook There

were only two dissents.

The issue was touched off when a Westminster Presbyterian Stu-

“dent Fellowship representative re-
ported to the Executive Committee
session of February 7 on a tele-
gram his group had sent to the
Alabama students and Bay Area

papers. “Ex Com was asked to
take similar action,” said-the Daily Cali-
Jornian, Feb, 8.

Westminster's felegram read: “We are
concerned by actounts in today's news-
papers that more. than 2000 students
have marched in protest against the ad-
mission of Autheérine Lucy to the Uni-
versity of Alabama. We Hope that your
responsible leadership deplores this dem-
onstration, :

“Qur prayers are with your group and
all others who recognize Miss Lucy as a
child of God and are working to make
this truth manifest in Tuscaloosa. We
stand with you as vou struggle to find
ways to make this ideal of Christianity
and Democracy a reality in your situa-
tion., We watch and wait with the whole
world for a sane, courageous voice out
of your midst which will speak for man’s
bumanity to man. What can we do to
help?"”

The non-student members of Ex Com-
mittee omce more showed their reaction-
ary role by effering cheap rationalizations
for inactivity. The Director of ASUC ac-
‘tivities said it was a political preblem ond
would have to be cleared through Presi-
dent Sproul’s office. (Why not do so?)

Dean Stone—famed for the facuilty
loyalty-oath and anti-Shachtman ban—
said such a “proclamation” might just
“stir up feeling,” advising an inqguiry by
the student president of Cal to the U. of
Alabama student president. (This typi-
cal bureauncratic stalling device was
ridiculous in the light of thorough na-
tional coverage on the issue.)

Three pro-Lucy editorials marked the
week between Ex Committee meetings,
plus two letters (Editorial Page is also
concerned with dramaties and book re-
views) —all of which were pro-Lucy.

The YSL's letter asked: “Isn't it crystal-
clear—even to o college-educated person
—+thot moral support from one of the no-
tion's largest universities is vifal at this
time in encouraging Miss Lucy's fight for
her legal and moral rights in this matter?

Can we be so shortsighted ond callous as’

to believe thet hor fight for on education
does not concern w3 7"

The editorials were labeled: “The ‘1
Hate Lucy' Show,” “Southern Discom-
fart,” and {(after Ex Com's decision)
“The Silent Treatment.”

The last editorial hegan: “Silence isp’s
always golden. ASUC Executive Com-
mittee decided last night to withhold its
voice from those rallying to the support
of Autherine Lucy. If Miss Lucy i= suc~
cessful in her fight for education and
equality as a student at the University
of Alabama, there will be one less thank-
vou card to write. . ., . The united: voice
of a great student body has been- hushed,
with- a call for action passed to the or-
ganizations represented on Ex Com. In
contrast to the supreme reign of silenee
in the committee room, mutterings of re-
pentence have been heard down Alabama
WaY. .. 4 N

Additional comment on the issue and
condemnation of Ex Com's apathy came
from an off-campus noon meeting ad-
dressed by an NAACP speaker.-Franklin
Williams, regional dlirector of the
NAACP, spoke to about 70 students at
the University YWCA, under YMCA
and YWCA sponsorship. L. by

Williams felt that the White Citizeng
Council in ‘Tuscaloosa deliberately stir-
red up the riots, and he recommended
that arrest of a few of the council’s
known leaders would discourage future
riots. Williams called the councils a “new
Ku Klux Klan” using “economie appres-
sion” but éreating the atmosphere for
more violent tactics. 3

The Greeks’ Defend
Racist Constitutions

By CHARLES WALKER
Berkeley, Feb. 17

Thirty sororities and thirty-six frater-
nities have withdrawn from the UCLA's
student government rather than submit
copies of their constitutions for the pur-
pose of detecting racial restriction
clauses,

After Panhellenic Council represent-
ing the sororities) had withrawn rather
than comply, last week, the Interfrater-
nity Council withdrew in support of the
sororities and to withhold their own con-
stitutions.

While it is obvious that racial diserimi-
nation need not be proclaimed in a fra-
ternity's constitution in order to be ene
forced, it is important that blatant Tor
mal defense of this policy must be strick-
en down as a prelude to eliminating the
actual practices themselves. It is ques-

iTarn fo last pagel

YOUNG REPUBLICANS

Over 400 Young Republicans, meeting
at a state convention in Palo Alto, unani-
mously adopted a resolution on February
12 opposing Rule 17 at UC. “Reasoning
behind the bill is that neither of the two
major parties should fear debate with
leftist groups [the major reason for sup-
porting Rule 17 till now], but rather,
should seek it because they are. able to
demonstrate how wrong the ideas of
these -groups are. (Daily Californian,
Feb. 16.) ;

The YRa also approved the Supreme
Court’s decision and Interstate Com-
meree  deeisions regarding segregation.
The UC chapter president put this reso-
lution forward.

With the Young Demccrats and the Stu-

N

DEMAND FREE SPEECH

dent Civil Liberties Union also previously
attacking Rule 17, this hot potato is again
fossed into the lop of Chancellor Nerr,
who is the "court liberal™ in the adminis=
tration, Kerr had intimoted thot some re=
vislons of Rule 17 might be possible now,
but he wlill probably choose some new
formula of prudence rather than abolish
this cuthoritacian tradition. -~ = ~°

The Berkeley YSL would bhe glad to
see even the Young Republicans and/or
Young Democrats alone get on campus
this year, as a wedge in restoring mora
democracy to the campus. But this is
what the administration is really afraid
of —that unorthodox polities might be
able to compete freely in its famed mar-
ketplace of ideas.
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A Road for lsrael

Out of the Middle East Impasse

T0 BREAK THE
VICIOUS SPIRAL . ..

By HAL DRAPER

In diseussing the ecrisis in the Middle East,
we are dealing with one of the most difficult
problems in a torn world. There are no very
easy or ready-made solutions. As someone has
said, it is “a conflict of rights”—it is mot_a
simple matter of right on one side and wrong
on the other. By the same token, it is a conflict
of wrongs too.

Although this article will try to present a
very concrete and immediate program—one
which is even brashly numbered from 1 to 12
—I want to emphasize right at the start that
this will be done mainlv in order to illustrate
the tﬂpe of approach which is pmnted to. The
intent is to be suggestive, certainly not *‘defini-
tive,” and not to cover all aspects of the dis-
pute.

The question is how to break out of a
vicious cirele,

One of the poles of the situation is the
threat by the surrounding governments to wipe
out Israel as a state. As I tried to stress at a
recent symposium on the subject, on which
this article is based, this discussion is within
the framework of the question of how to de-
fend Israel—against this threat.

"How to Defend Israel” in this sense is also
the question we addressed ourselves to in the
Fﬁlnsﬂnn war of 1948.! At that time we sup-
ported Israel in the war against the invasion of
the Arab states; but we predicted that if the
war were carried through as a war against
the Arcb people, rather than as a revolution-
ary war of defense appealing fo the Arab peo-
ple against their own rulers, only grief would
come of it. And we were indubitably right, as
events have shown.

It was also from this point of wew that a
year and a half ago we engaged in a polemic
against the anti-Israel position of Arab social-
ists on this question, as represented by Clovis
Maksoud.? -

But we have always stressed that we expect
more from the Israeli working-class movement,
precisely because of its relatively more ad-
vanced social and political character. This is
why we have addressed ourselves in the first
place to a progl am for Israel—how to break
out of the vicious circle.

In the Name of Survival

What is at stake is the survival of Israeli
Jewry, and also all of its considerable accom-
plishments in many fields, all of the many sac-
rifices that were made by or exacted from so
large a part of its population since the exodus
from Nazism.

We fear that what is happening may be o
new act in the tragedy of the Jewish people.
Yesterday it was played out in Europe; now it
has been shifted to the Palestine arena, which
according to the Zionist ideology was supposed
to be the scene of the final solution of the Jew-
ish question.

Last November, Israel army head Yaakov
Dori, at a rally in Haifa, said: “If war breaks
out here our enemiezs will be fighting to kill
every Jew, and for us 1t w:ll mean a fight
against extermination ...

Yesterday Jews were faced with Hitlerite
exierminul'iunism. Now, foday—again—there is

1. “How te Defend Israel” was the title of my axticle
in the New Internctional of July 1948, discussing our
position on the war in Palestine, which had: been pre-
sented in LABOR ACTION editorials of May 24 and 31.

2. Maksoud presented “The Position of the. Arab So-

cialists" in. LA for Aug: 9 and” 16 1954 Our reply wn':

Eublished Aug. 23 and 30.
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talk of extermination. This is an appalling fact.
It cannot be explained away by a devil theory,
not even by a theory about Arab devils.

In 1953 when Foreign Minister Sharett
reported to his Knesset on world reaction
against the Kibya massacre, he said: “Itis,..
false to assume that Israel cannot survive with-
out peace. We exist and can continue to exist
indefinitely without it.”

Ex»ist? Perhaps. But how?

As a state ghetto in the Middle East?

As a fear-palled fortress?

As a militarized garrison?

As a satellite of Washington?

Even before this present alarm of war, two
vears -ago, two leaders of the Tchud of Israel
regretfully put a spotlight on the following
fact, which speaks volumes: “The State of Is-
rael . . . is today almost the only country in the
world where the life of Jews is in danger—
now, and even more so in the future.”

Think of it!

If the outcome of the “Zionist fulfillment”
is not to be simply another act of Jewish trag-
edy, then some way of breaking out of the
vicious circle must be found.

The Spiral Moves Down

In fact it is not a vicious cir¢le but a vicious
spiral, a spiral down. The present situation is
not some entirely unforeseen result of unpre«
dictable factors. From the beginning of Zien-

‘ism, the oppenents of Jewish chauvinism insist-

ently pointed to the fatal results that would
flow from trying to displace a puple from
their land by colonization under the aegis of an
imperialist power. The Zionists always under-
estimated the "Arab quesion,” though usually
giving it lip-service. Reactionary Arab leaders
utilized the justified resentment of their people,
against the interlopers who came under the
protection of the imperialist's flag, and turned
it into fuel for their .own dynastic and feudal
power-politics. So reaction on both sides has
jacked up mutual antagonism first on one side
and then on the other.

This jacking-up process has been especially
virulent in the last few years. It has even been
systematized with the adoption by the Israeli
authorities, under Ben-Gurion’s inspiration, of
the policy of “massive retaliation” (as against
Kibya, Gaza and Syria) in response to Arab
attacks; which in turn were exacerbated by
Israeli injustices to its refugees; which in turn
took place on the background of the Arab
states’ aggressive assault on the sovereignty of
the new State of Israel in 1948; which in turn
had been prepared for by over three decades
of Zionist transgressions in Jewish-Arab re-
lations in this land which they were infiltrating
with the hope of taking it away from its in-
habitants . . .

This vicious spiral is still moving down, The -

program proposed below aims to break it from
the Israeli side.

Four Principles
There are four guiding principles-on which

any such program has to be based, in our opin-

ion. These are four things to realize about the
position of Isirael. Or four ways of looking at it.

{1) First and foremost, Israel must be
looked .on as a Middle East stafe.

Not as the “fulfillment” of the Bible or Theo-
dor Herzl. Not as a ghetto (a very large ghetto
with national boundaries) in the midst of .an
Arab world. Not as a regional beachhead for
NATO or American imperialism,

f b

This article is mainly a slightly expanded
write-up of a talk given as part of a three-way
symposium in New York, on January 12, on
the Israel-Arab conflict. The two other partici-
pants in that symposium were Dr. Arieh Plot-
kin, representing the Israel government, and
Max Alexandrovich, representing the Jewish
Labor Bund.—H. D.
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Israel will either accept its being as a Middle
East state, as against any of the other concepts,
or it will remain an alien splinter-state festering
in the body of this region where three continents
meet.

(2) Israel must be a state of two peap!es,
Jews ond Arabs—a binational state in this
sense, even though the Jewish majority will
inevitably be the dominant element.

The policy and orientation signified by the
Zionist coricept of “Jewish State” is a danger to
the Jews and a provocation to the Arabs at home
and around it.

In this country the question of Israel's re-
lation to its own Arab population is not separate
and apart from its relation to the Arab people
outside, The close tie makes it one question, not
two. Its situation is not like that of the U.S.
where people can better afford the error of
thinking of domestic and foreign policy as being

- in two compartments. Here internal Arab policy

and external Arab policy are intertwined like
the fingers of two hands—hence the one question
of survival.

The Revolutionary Key

(3) The problem of breaking out of the
vicious spiral is nof how to appease the Arab
rulers, nor how te tickle them under the chin
with concessions.

Even when and where the Israeli leaders
have thought to make concessions, it has been
with this false perspective.

The aim is how to appeal to the mass of Arab
people against these rulers, how to mobilize
them against their own government cligues.

In this sense, it is a revolutionary approéach,
and the very opposite of appeasement.

The question of concessions to the Arab pop-
ulation, or a new approach in Arab-Jewish re-
lations, takes on an entirely different coloration
from the standpoint of this objective.

In contrast, Israeli policy has lurched be-
tween appeasement on the one hand and provo-
cation on the other, always with the eye fixed
on the Arab tops. The way out-of the vicious
spiral is: from below.

(4) The Arab countries, it must be recog-
nized, are not simply backward and zombie-like
societies, with passive but bloodthirsty Arab
hordes firmly in the grip of feudal devils. This
is a chauvinist caricature.

The Arab countries today are rent through
and through with revolutionary ferment. They
are filled with anti-government and anti-status-
quo dissent—more so than Israel. Their mas-
ses are stirring,

There is no paradox in the following state--

men: The same hatred of the Arab regimes by
its people which today even takes the form of
anti-Israel extremism could, given a revolu-
tionized Israeli policy, be channelized in a pro-
gressive direction—to blow up from within the
dictators and féudal powers who are today the
joint enemies of both their own penvple and the
Israeli Jews,

New Direction | =

There’s the direction to look! Certainly not to the
Big Brothers in the imperialist camps;: not to eynical
manipulators like Dulles and his colleagues in Wash-
ington, who are ready to sell out the so-called “bastion
of ‘democracy” at the drop of an oil barrel. Not to the
totalitarians in Moscow.

A “security paet” with the U. 8., which the Israelig
and Zionists are demanding, would afford Israel ne
seeurity in making this little country the loeal branch
office of the Atlantic Pact in a hostile environment.

An Israel which iz “guaranteed” by U.8. armed
“police action,” as is demanded, iz more likely to make
Israel a Korea than to integrate it into the Middle East
where it exists,

When the Israeli regime faces in this direction, it
iz of course in response to immediate dangers from its
threatening neighbors; but to face this way is to ensure
disaster. There is no safety in becoming the satellite,
satrapy or stooge of the imperialists,

So lsrael must about-face. It has fo go in the other

3 dlteﬁinl. to integrate with the" ]ubpler of "the Middle

"

---------
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Looking Toward a Program for Israel-Arab Peace . i

East as a force for pelifical freedom in friendship and
Plﬂ‘:e.

What these “four principles” add up to, we admit,
is a revolutionary transformation in the Zionist policy-
basis of the state—no slight change. The guestion is
whether the realities of life in the Middle East will bat-
ter this into the Zionist-stuffed heads of the political
people of the country before the last act of tragedy is
played out. )

But in any case it iz a change in direction that is
vital, not an overnight transmogrification. The direc-
tion would have to-be toward winning the suppert and
friendship of the Arab masses, away from and against
the reactionary rulers of the Arab states—instead of
the present policy rhich pushes them together.

The Arab Question at Home

This program begins at home for Israel.
In Israel the Arab guestion is first of all internal,
not external.

Israel can show the wuﬁd how to make peace with
the Arab people without waiting on the power-polifies
or whims of neighboring kings or colonels,

Israel will mever ochieve real peace with the sur-
rounding -Arab world, even. after a settlement with the
MNassers, “:'“’ as it is at war with its ewn Arab minor-
This is the first place to start, to reach the Arab
people. CA

This is precisely the opposite of the prevailing
Israeli line—prevailing since 1949 at ledst. It early be-
came the government practice and .the Zionist norm to
treat all Israeli Arabs as if they were enemies as long
as the neighboring states bhreathed war clouds.s

Spoilation of Israeli Arabs has been excused on the
ground that they are fifth-columnists, potential or
otherwise. Discrimination against Arabs at home has
been condoned and officially fostered in vital economic
fields—even_Arabs who were never hostile to the state;
even Arabs who fought with the Isroeli Jews against
the Arab armies.

For seven years, with zigs and zags, Israeli pelicy hes
pushed itself into the patiern of moking bitter enemies
out of even friendly Arabs, in spite of sectors (like health
ond education) where real benefits were bestowed.

Arabs were juridieally turned into second-clasg eiti-
zens by a Law of Natonality which discriminated
racially and put obstacles to citizenship in the path of
Avrab families whose ancestors had lived in the land for
a thousand years.

It was this Law of Nationality which caused Nor-
man Thomas to write that “An Arab, without tooimuch
exaggeration, could complain that the Jews were prac-
tising Hitlerism in reverse. . . .” If the comparison
seems shockingly extreme, it is an index to Thomas's
sense of shock.

The overwhelming majority of Israel's Arabs are
confined to areas under military rule as if they were a-
conquered people under occupation by an enemy. To all
intents and purposes the military commanders over
them are dictators with wide powers over their lives.
They cannot even travel out of their areas without mili-
tary permits, whether to look for a job or to sell their
produce on the market or to visit a doctor outside.

The barbarous system of collective punishments (of
a village, for example, for an individual's offense) is
flourishing from the colonialist code of the Britsh, but
as an anti-Arab weapon of the Israeli government. It
has been applied even to a village that fought on the
side of the Jews in 1948,

Turning Arabs Into Enemies

The system is justified os o security measure. Is W
wise security which seeks to turn every Arab into an|
enemy even if he was not an enemy to begin with?

Is it a security measure that Arabs from the border
zones are mot allowed to move gwaey from-the border,

3. The following section of this article, on diserimina-
tion against the irah minority in Israel, deals with a
subject largely blacked out of notice in the general
press. The usual Zionist reflex is to stoutly deny any
deviation from : ;
qualified with references to security precautions. The
subject therefore calls for documentation. A compre-
hensive survey of ‘the truth about thiz situation will
appear in our press in the near future,

In the meantime, a couple of references may be use-
ful. The most informative survey is in the middle half
of an unpublished Ph.D. thesis (Columbia University)
on Israel and the Arab Refugees, by Dr. Peretz,
available at the university and also (I think) for sale
in mimeo form. The same scholar has also published a
number of magszine articles on the subject in re"ge:.'lt
years, particularly. “The Arab Minority in Israel” in
the Middle Bast Jowrnal, Spring 1954. Another out-
standing article is by Harold Fey in the Christian Cen-
tury for Jan, 13, 1854—see also his preceding _m—t:cles
in a series of reports from his Middle East trip.
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ual status for the minority, vaguely

g0 that presumably their ethnie sympathies will not be

so dangerous?

Is it entirely for security reasons that Jewish eciti-
zens (by state definition, “racially” loyal) are not al-
lowed iito Arab zones?

Is it entirely for sceurity reasons that an Arab can-
not leave one of these military areas and come to Tel-
Aviv without a military permit?

Nor is it in the interests of security that the Arab
popuiation lincluding seme whe never meved frem their
villages during the warl have been systemutically robbed
of lond..by a series of laws.

The large majority of the Arabs who remained in
Israel territory during the war were peasants—people
who, uprooted from their land, were uprooted in life.

From 1948 to a culmination in 1953 a systematic
land-grab went on—*"legally.” By an Absentee Proper-
ties Law of 1950, Arabs Who fled from their village to
a neighboring village, to get out of the way of the bul-
lets, or some even because thev were ousted by Israeli
troops, were declared technical “abzentees” even though
they were in the country, not to speak of those who
were caught on the other side of borders as refugees.
The government took away their land.

By ancther set of laws, the government stripped
Arabs of land by declaring an area a “security zone,”
then making it Araber-rein, ousting all Arabs, taking
over the land and handing it over to Jewish settlement.

By the Land Acquisition Law of 1953, even land-
grabs that had been perfeetly illegal up to then were
sanctioned ex-post-facto, and Israeli Arabs were des-
poiled of land which was added to Jewish settlements,

Agide from the inadequacy and trickiness of the
government's compensation provisions, no money eom-
pensation could keep these Arabs' lives together.

It is little justification for these gross aets when
pro-Zionist apologists, in extenuation, point to the
U. 8. erime against-the Japanese-Americans who were
stripped of their property and herded behind barbed
wire for the duration of the war.

These are the two main grievances which work fo turn
Israel's Arabs into ''security risks" ogoinst their own
will: military rule and the land-grab.

Making Fiénds or Friends

To this, add the problem of the Arab refugees from
Palestine who were caught on the other side of the
truce lines at the end of the war, after a mass flight
from the war-torn land which was caused by three
pressufes working in close harmony: the threats of the
Arab military forces; fear of the Israeli forces espe-
cially after the atrocious Deir Yassin.massacre, and.
ejection from villages even by the rvegular Israeli
troops; and evacuation by the British forces when they

left Palestine.

The refugees too have been turned, unnecessarily,
into a festering pool of hatred and hostility—incident-
ally, not only against the Israelis but also against the
Arab leaders, and almost anyone else,

Insistently, the Israeli government and Zicnist par-
ties have taken the position that they can do nothing to
change the lot of these Arab masses until the Arab war
lords become willing to make a peace settlement.

They keep their eyes fixed on the tops.

They were willing to think in terms of a deal with
Abdullah of Jordan, tfll he was assassinated. They are
willing to think in terms of a.peace deal with Nasser,
if he will change his tune.

But they have shown'no capacity to think in terms of
a "deal"” with the discontented masses, that is, of @ reve-
lutionary approach to them—from below.

They too look on the Arab people as pawns of their
{eaders, doomed to be somebody's vietims—victims of
oppression by an Israeli overlord or an Arab overlord.

If this is true, then lsrael is probably doomed as a
free and independent state and a decent home for its
people.

The conditions that have been sketched point to an-
other way. This road leads from unity with the Arab
population at home to the implementation of a bination-
al approach to drive a class wedge inside the encireling
Arab states.

It is a road that ean turn the socialist and demo-
cratic curventg of Arab life from enemies of Israel’s
existence to friends of a revolutionary Israel which
fizhts for two pedples,

For a Sweeping Change

i* is o program which starts with propesals that are
demonded by elementary feelings of justice, to remedy
political sins which todey lie heavy on the conscience of
every decent man in Israel. .

(1) An end to the land-grab from the Arabs of
Israel. Repeal of the discriminatory laws. Rent from
occupied land and possessions to go to the Arab owners
immediately. Return of a maximum of such land and
real property to Arab owners. Compensation at full
current value in all other cases.

(2) Full and equal citizenship rights for Arabs.

(8) Abolition of the segregation system, restrie-
tions, permits, ete,, in Arab zones, and turning over of
a maximum of functions to civilian self-government.

{(4) Abolition of military rule over Arab areas.

(5) Extension of the right to all members of an
Arab family to rejoin parents in Israel.

(6) Encouragement—not just toleration, but en-
couragement—to Arabs to enter into every field of life
and work on a plane of complete equality. Extension to:
Arab workers of the right to vote in the Histadrut
elections.

The above.six proposals give examples of the type:
of change that involve the present Arab minerity in
the country.

{7) The Israel government should return to tha
proposal it made once before, albeit grudgingly under
U. 8. pressure: admission of 100,000 of the refugees.

{8) Acceptance of the principle of repatriation or
compensation for other legitimate refugees—not condi-
tioned on a prior peace agreement with the kings and
colonels but as part of an Israeli political offensive.
Few observers expect an overwhelming number to in-
sist on repatriation.

(9) The Jewish fund-raising network in the United
States and elsewhere has raised millions of dollars a
year for Israel. Let the American Jewish fund-raisers

‘announce a campaign to raise such millions to resettle

the Arab vefugees, and the whole world would be elee-
trified!

(10) The abandonment of the theory and practice
of Israel as a “Jewish State,” as explained above.

(11) Bovder changes to straighten out the frontier
so as to reunite Arab villages with their own land
where the truce lines ran through them: one of the big-
gest single contributions possible to stopping “infiltra-
tion” and border incidents, ;

_ 412). And lastly, on the basis of such a deep revolu-
tionary transformation of Israeli policy, which ranges the
Jewish people of Israel with the Arab people: launching
of a massive initiative ond political offensive inside the
whole Arab world to rally support for the new Israel and
ogainst any and all of the provocateurs and fenatics and
dynasts whe want war.

It is in such a context that an enormous initiative
could be taken to do, within such & transformed frame-
work, what Nahum Goldmann of the Jewish Agency
proposed the.other week: a program of Israeli-Jewish
economic - development and investment for the whole
Middle East.9

This idea, with all of its Huge potential, was sug-
gested in a speech by Goldmann, who was speaking as
a top leader in the World Zionist movement, but he did
it in the traditional Zionist way: as a dangled piece of
bait to reward some “good” Arab leader who would
accede to Israel’s demands. :

But the idea itself, in the framework of our own
program, is dynamite. Not as a reward for capitulation,
but as the spearhead of a political offensive. Propose it
now. Of course, the Arab states are busy pretending
that lsirael does not even exist, or at least refusing to
recognize its existence—except to implement their eco-
nomic boycott against this non-existent state. Let them
reject such an economic offensive, on the basis of a
transformed Israel poliey. . . .

Instead of hedging in Arab students at Hebrew Uni-
versity with restrictions and red tape and suspicion,
let Israel make efforts to bring Arvab students there,
and press for cultural exchanges of all sorts,

A Progfam for Democracy ‘

Above all, and this applies to the program as a
whole, it is meaningless to aet along these lines in a
half-hearted fashion; or (as the Israeli govermment
has typically done) suggest that one is willing to make-
a couple of concessions along these lines only provided
the other gide (meaning the kings. and colonels and
feudals) reciprocate.

The whale point of such o program is its sweep. A
policy of haif-hearted appeasement, alternoting with
sporadic retaliation and provocation, is a combination of
sure poisons, bringing together everything that is self-
defeating. ]

What unites and inspires such a revolutionary pro-
gram is its aim! the eventual intepration of Israel into
a Federation of the Middle East to unite the region for
development and independence from outside pressures
and imperialism. This may be a more or less distant
aith: that is not the point. Every step in the direction
of Arab-Jewish unity iz a step in its direction.

This is not only the road of survival for Israel's
Jewry; it is more. It means the end of the state's ghetto
existence, It means the liberation of its none-too-plenti-
ful resources from the crushing burden of armaments.
It means the normalization of its economy, which can
make sense not by indefinite dependence on interna-
tional charity but by corollation with the complemen-
tary economies of its Arab neighbors. It means the end
of its process of satellization by the American dollar—
hoth the dollar of charity and the dollar of imperialism.

And still more: it means that for the first time
Israel can really play the role it deserves where the
superior cultiural and technieal resources of much of
its population can legitimately give it the position of a
beneficent leader and guide in Middle Eastern develop-
ment, as a part of a whole. ’

Today its boast of being the "bastion of democracy"
and progress in its part of the waorld is enly a boast.
Tomorrew it could really play that role—not over #he”
Arab peoples but as a partner with them, as one Middle
Eastern people among others. »

Such a program as this is not put forth as advice to
Ben-Gurion and his like in the Zionist leadership of
Israel. I expect little from the Ben-Gurions except their
practised role as the glorious leaders of Israel leading
the country, with sereaming fife and throbbing drum,
down a self-sacrificing road to suicide and tragedy.

What we have described is, rather, a program for a
genuine socialist movement in Israel—one which has

not dissolved its socialism in Zionism. Such an organ- __

ized rnn;_nerpent ha.s not vet matured, but numerous ele-
ments for it dc_> exist, Its development would be the first
step in changing the fate of Israel. !

4. Goldmann’s proposal, of ecourse, came after
Jan. 13 symposium on which this article ir: ?iaseﬂ. Itgx
clude -it here as important proof of the feasibility: of
the general idea of an economic initiative which Ihad

already put under. point.12 (leaving aside the basie gif- -

ference-that for the, Zionists.such-an economie osal
is dangled as a-reward, rather than part of = politieal
’:gre). ; rd, rather than part of a_lpo%l_mﬁ;_

iy
I
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Labor Put on the Spot by Negro Fight——

[Continued from page 1]

ared an act of political courage for the
governor of Alabama, it is a transparent
act of political trickery by the leading
Democratic candidate for president, And
even though it has been greeted with
sighs of relief by some of his liberal sup-
porters, one can rest assured that in the
present situation neither Stevemson nor
his Northern idolators will be permitted
to get away with thig as their reaction
to the struggle for equality.

The more important symptomatic
event has been the call by Congressman
Powell for 4 one-hour work stoppage by
all Negroes and their supporters for the
purpose of praying for the men and wo-
raen indicted in connection with the Ne-
gro boyeott of the busses in Montgomery,
Alabama.

' CHALLENGE

{Continwed from page 5/
¢ionable whether more than a few ma-
tional sororities and fraternities at
YCLA would have such formal clauses
in the constitution.

At the University of California (Ber-
keley), however, where administration
recognition of “the Greeks"” takes place
rather than student government recogni-
tion, there are no changes contemplated.
Only a day after he had urged the ASUC
foxecntive Committee not to support
Autherine Lucy's fight for an education
at Alabama University, Dean Stone ad-
mitted that Cal's administration “does
not demand that copies of the constitu-
tions and by-laws of existing mational
student organizations be approved by it,
nor does it regnire these organizations to
affirm that they do not have restrictive
clauses. . . . (Daily Californian, Feb.
10.)

Stone limits the adminisfration’s con-
¢ern in these matters to new studant or-
ganixations, which represent only a ¥iny
minerity of students in fraternifies or
sororities. Stone odmits that national
“Greek" groups submit their constitutions
fo administrations — elthough generaily
not- o student government groups—but
#he administration of a state-supperted
university, in a stote with FEP lows just
Isn"t interested in such things. In the mean-
#ime Interfraternity Council and Panhel-
lenic Council have one seat on the Men's
Executive- Board ond Women's Executive
Board of the Associated Stwdents, respec-
tively. .

No one can accuse the Cal administra-
tion of deviations from a rigidly reac-
tionary policy. ’

ISL FUND DRIVE

For the moment, the DMontgomery bus
boveott has replaced the struggle at
Tuscaloosa as the most dramatic battle-
field in the struggle for equal rights in
the South. Over 90 Negroes, msany of
them preachers, have been indicted for
organizing the boyeott. The National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People and the American Civil Lib-
erties Union have announced that they
will give full legal support to the indict-
ed boycotters.

The mass character of the indictment,

the cynicism of this attempt to break the
boycott by meens of legol terror, the re-
spectable character of the leoders in-
volved, and the steadfostness with which ,
virtually the whole MNegro populatien of
Montgomery have met the situation—all
this tends to moke this a powerful issue
ground which to rally the Negroes of the
notion and all whites whe stand with them
in the struggle for equality.
"~ Adam Clavton Powell and a group of
New York Negro ministers met and is-
sued a eall for a one-hour stop-work
praver session on March 28. As so often
happens with anything in which Powell
is involved as a leader, be guickly drew
back from his radical proposal. This time
it turns out that the leading Negro Bap-
tist bishops in the South were against it.
In these circumstances he ecould also
hardly have gotten the support of the
NAACP or the buik of the leadership of
the labor movement.

LABOR'S CROSSROADS

This brings us up against one of the
crucial aspects of the whole situation:
the attitude and relationship of the labor
movement to the Negro struggle for
equality.

An artiele in the New York Times for
February 26 on the reaction of the
Southern labor movement to the Auther-
ine Lucy case and the Montgomery bus
boyeott states that Southern labor lead-
ers feel their ranks are, in the main, op-
posed to an end to segregation, and have
been heavily imfiltrated by White Citi-
zens Couneil sentiment. Surveys conduct-
ed by the labor movement itself seem to
bear out the Times article.

In some sections of the labor move-
ment in the South the ery has been raised
for secession from the national move-
ment on the ground that its influence
and funds-are being used to back the in-
tegration fight. Many local leaders who
are themselves more enlightened hesitate
to seek to assert the authority of the na-
tional movement on this issue for fear
that it would lead to their being ousted
from office.

Thus some of the less appetizing chick-
ens of the American labor movement are
coming home to reash

First Lap Makes It 15%

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Director

We now have all the returns for the
first two weeks of the fund drive. A tota]
of $1533 has been received, making a to-
tal of 15.3 per cent of the total guota in

{the 1956 campaign. This is not too bad
|for a start, but not nearly high enough
‘considering the duration of the drive.

| Anyway, the reason we are up this high
is because of the big lead Chicagoe has
paken in the first two weeks. We have re-
ceived. from the Windy City a total of
$835 out of a quota of 52,000, making 41
per cent of its goal. it looks like Chicage
is out %o repeat its campaign of a year
ogo whea it increased its quota and then
went above the increase. Good luck to

w!

Little Streator is in second place at
‘this point. Althongh its quota is small,
.the effort is a_big one. It now has 40 per
«cent with a $10 payment on a guota of

5.
$2Nuw, however, we take a big jump
down to Newark and the Bay Ares,
which are running neck and neck with
217.7 per cent and 25 per cent respective-
.ly. That is a good average, since a one-
fourth achievement of their goals after
two weeks places these areas in an ex-
cellent position’ to complete their quotas
within the time set.

Philadelphia, Cleveland, Seattle and
Los Angeles are grouped next with a fair
!showing. They have each reached 10 or
“more per cent in the first two weeks. [f
they keep that pace up, they too, should
be able to finish on top.

“From-there on, however, things look.

a little rough. Although New York has

sent in a sizable contribution, it has done
s0 on the largest quota in the campaign.
It will have to push a good deal harder
o that its percentage of contributions
compares more closely to the weekly
average.

The others are also-rans. Those whe
have made no centributions so far have -
fixed it so that they must accomplish their
quotas in 8 weeks fime rather than 10.
This only makes the burden on them a
little tougher. There are too many zero
columns in the standings to date.

Our next goal is to get every city in
the show column with some kind of con-
tribution, so we can wipe out the ciphers
which appear in the box segre.

FUND. DRIVE BOX SCORE

Contri- Per
City Quota bution Cent
$10,000 $1,533 15.3
Chicago ....... 2,000 835 41
Streator ... 25 10 40
Newark ..o 400 111 27.7
Bay Area ... 400 100 25
Philadelphia .. 200 a5 17.3
Cleveland ....... 150 25 16.6
Seattle ... 150 20 13.3
New York ... 3.800 294 7.7
Pittsburgh ... 200 13 6.5
Natl. Office ... 1,250 25 a
Detroit ... 350 0 0
Buffalo ... 150 0 0
Indiana ... 100 (1] 0
Akron ... L 25 1] 0
Reading .......... B0 0 0
Qregon ...ooceeeee 50 0 1]
St. Louis ........ 25 0 R

Many -of the American Federation of
Labor unions were ‘themselves Jim Crow
till after World War II, and some still
are, in one degree or another. It is clear
why such unions could not educate their
Southern membership on this question.

EXPLOSIVE

Even in the CIO only the best of the
unions put forth a real and sustained
effort on this score in the South. It is
significant that it happened to be a group
of steel workers who wrote their union
threatening secession if the AFL-CIO
continues to back school integration.

Now the union leadership is confront-
ed with a terrible dilemma. To continue
to back the fight of the Negroes for in-
tegration may risk a serious split in its
own movement. To abandon that fight is
not only to give any pretense to the role
of being the vanguard of America in the
struggle for human rights, but to see
strengthened, in the South and hence
nationally, precisely those forces which
even conservative labor leaders under-
stand to be their worst enemies,

14 is precisely for this reason that the
struggle for Negro equality is so explo-
sive politically ot this time. Ever since the
early New Deal lobor legisiation, Congress
has been controlled by the Dixie-GOP anti-
iabor coalition. As long as the disfranchise-
ment of the Megroes in the South con-
tinues, the labor-liberal wing of the Demo-
cratic party con hardly hope #o win o
national victory.

The White Citizens Councils are domi-
nated, in the main, by the most reaction-
ary elements of the South. If they should
actually sueceed in whipping. the Ne-
groes in their fight for full citizenship at
this stage, they would further strengthen
the anti-labor character of the politics
of the region.

It would thus be an act of political
self-mutilation for the labor movement
to bow to the reactionary sentiments of
some of its Southern members, even
gshould the Jim Crow element prove to be
in a majority in the South.

TO TAKE THE LEAD

A posture of firm resolution in support
of the Negro struggle is the only intelli-
gent (let alone moral) course. If defec-
tions should result now, the defectors
will soon think better of it after they
have been exposed to the tender merecies
of their buddies of the WCCs—th
Southern employers. ]

An attitude of timidity and indeeizion
is even less feasible for the labor move-
ment than for a presidential candidate
like Stevenson in this matter. Such a
posture would not appease the racists,
would not win over the Negroes. and
would do nothing to defeat the-political
enemies of the labor movement.

On the contrary. What the labor move-
ment should clearly do is to fake the lead
in the struggle for equal rights, o become
the staunch and militant olly of the Ne-
groes in the fight.

A one-hour stop-work demonstration
by Negroes alone is obviously fraught
with grave disadvamtages to those who
participate in it in the North as well as
the South. A one-hour sympathy strike

b

From India

Within 90 days of its foundation: the
new Socialist Party of India (left wing)
won all three seats up in by-elections in
the state of Uttar Pradesh, This is Neh-
ru's own state, but the prime minister's
ruling Congress Party was routed.

The right-wing Praja Socialist Party
has suffered a mourmnful loss. Its chair-
man, Acharya Narendra Deva, died last
week.

Deva, one of the founders of the So-
cialist Party in 1934, suffered chronically
from asthma. A leading scholar in Budd-
hist literature, he was at one time presi-
dent of Lucknow University and later of
Benares Hindu University.
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‘LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
114 West 14 Stroet, Noew York City
specializes in books and pamphlets
on the Labor and Socialist move-
ment, Marzism, ete., and can sup-
ply books of all publishers.

Send for our free book lst.

backed by decisive sections of the labor
movement could make the most profound
political impression on the country as a
whole.

Or, if is is not feasible, a mass March
on Washington, organized by the Negro
and labor movements for the purpese of
putting the maximum pressure on the
administration and Congress to enforce
the Supreme Court decision and defend-
the civil rights and liberties of the Ne-
groes in the South could be most effec-
tive.

At the point at which any such pro-
posals for the labor movement's partici-
pation in the fizht are considered seri-
ously, the explosive political econse-
quences of this struggle become appar-
ent. -

- The Negro bus boyeott in Montgomery
is a combined economic-political action.
The local government moves in to crush
it by politicelameans. A one-hour demon-
stration would be a fundamentally politi-
cal action, as would a March on. Wash-
ington. But any political action over this
issue endangers the integrity of the
Democratic Rarty.

There is little doubt that this fact, as
well as general timidity and™tonserva-
tism at high levels, inhibits the labor

movement imecits support of the struggle.

for equality.

But the timidity of leaders ean be
overcome by pressure from below, One
of the striking things about the struggle
in Montgomery is that it is led in large
part by preachers—a group who in the
recent history of the struggle for equal-
ity have often been at the conservative
wing of the movement. But now that the
masses are really in motion, now that
they press forward and are willing to
fizht and sacrifice, preachers become
leaders, and even heroes and martyrs.

For the labor movement, this is a chal-

lenge and opportunity. 1 is especially se
for the militants who have been so long
swimming against o tide of lassitude and
apathy. Proposals such as Powell's, or for
a mass March on Washington, could be
carefully discussed and considered In un-
ien meetings ond put forwaord on o local

level as proposals to the lobor movement -

as a whole.

The year 1956 may yet turn out to be
a year of decision, not only in the strug-
gle to break Jim Crow's back in the
South, but in the traditional alignments
of American politics in general.

Catholics —

[Continued from page 4)

bishops are appearing in greater and
greater numbers. The point is being
made over and over that the church is on
the side of the non-white millions in their
struggle for emancipation,

This policy has a corollary in the
United States which is certainly an ele-

ment in the hard position taken by the.

bishops.

Still another factor is the church’s
concern for its sthority over marriage.
Traditionally, Rome has  resisted any
state attempt to restrict marriage. This
has come into eonfliet with various laws
on miscegenation.

As a result, the orthodox Catholic
position in these situations has come to
be one of civil disobedience, ie., to marry
inter-racial couples. This has already
taken place in the United States and in
other parts of the world. It is a function
of Catholic absolutism on the subject of
marriage.

But still, the educational efforts of the
liberal Catholics cannot be underesti-
mated. In some cases, one liberal Catho-
lic would find himself as head of a_semi-
nary and a whole generation of priests
would be trained in terms of an anti-
Jim-Crow ideology. This took place dur-
ing the late thirties and forties in Chi-
cago. Its impact will not be really felt
for another decade or so, when the men
from these seminaries will assume pas-
toral authority in that city. When this
happens, the agitation may assume a
mass character,

Clearly there are questionable ele-
ments in this development. The heavy
reliance upon authoritarian power can-
not be welcomed wholeheartedly even if

. it is used in a good cause. (However,

since the church is, in this society, a
voluntary association, the problem of
excommunication is nothing like it would
be in a country like Spain.) Nevertheless,
it is important to vealize that the church
will probably play an important anti-
Jim-Crow role in the struggles now tak-
ing place in the South. L
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