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““Company Security’’ Plan
Means Union Insecurity

By DAVID COOLIDGE

An upholy alliance is about to be consummated between the
‘International Executive Board of the UAW-CIO and the Ford Mo-
tor Co. Unless the UAW membership and the whole labor move-
ment come down on the heads of the leadership of the UAW,

Henry Ford will get from the union itself, and without a struggle, -

- what he was never able to accomplish with his cnii-umon thugs
and company-made blackjacks.

Richard Leonard, Ford director of the UAW, acting for the
IEB, has submitted to the Ford Motor Co. the UAW's reply to the
corporation's demand for "company security.” "In the event of
an unauthorized strike...any employee or employees found
quilty of instigating, fomenting or giving leadership to an unau-
thorized stoppage of work shall he subject to discharge.” For
those workers who participate, "and whose quilt has been deter-
mined by the umpire,” fines are provided. For "first participation
+++$3.00 for each day of the stoppage (or major fraction of any
subsequent-day). Second participation...$5.00 for each day of
the stoppage (or major fraction of any subsequent day). In the
event of a financial penalty, the company shall deduct the fine
from the earnings of the worker involved. It is agreed that all
fines levied under this section shall be donated to the President’s
Infantile Paralysis Fund.”

AW STRI

It is extremely difficult to write thh restraint about this

plan which Leonard-has been
authorized by Thomas, Reuther
and Addes .to- present to the
Ford Motor Co. But this must
be the proeedure because every .
worker who reads LABOR Ac-
TION must underst&nd the real
and full meaning 'of this corporation
“security’ proposal.
CONTENT OF REPLY _

The “security plan” is the reply
of “the UAW leadership to the de-
mands of Ford that before he signs
another <contract or discusses wages
the union must take steps to guar-
antee security to the corporation.

Ford demanded that in so far as
the union and the workers were de-
manding security and protection

less hkely to compromise, it rejected
“sweetheart” agreements; it was more
likely to resort to the picket line than
was the AFL.

“The plans.of the employers| for the
unions took very concrete form. They
proposed that ‘their nolion be enactled
into - law.. The -unions should open
their books to the “public.” The In-
ternational Ladies’ Garment Workers
Union was held up as a model of “re-
sponsible trade unionism" adhering to

this organization published its annual
financial statement in' the ddily pa-
pers.

Proposals were advanced and an
.attempt was made to enact them into
law, that union organizers should be
licensed and that trade unions should
be looked upon in law, in practice

from the corporatign, the corpora-
tion had the right to demand security
and protection from the union and
the workers.

The notion behind such a demand
is not new. In the earlier days of CIO
militancy, this organization was con-
trasted with the more conservative
AFL. The AFL was praised as the
more “responsible” organization. The
CIO had not reached “maturity,” it
had not attained to the level of “re-
sponsible trade unfonism.” The capi-
talist employers and their spokesmen
in the editorial offices and in Con-
gress meant by this that the CIO
was more difficult to control than the
AFL. It was less amenable to per-
suasion from the employer, it was

and by “the public” as in no way es-
sentially different from a corpora-
tion. The general position of the capi-
talist employers was summed up in
their attitude that “responsible trade
unionism” must mean the settlement
of all grievances around the council
table, by the decision of an “impar-
tial arbitrator” or through the inter-
vention of the government. The whole
plan was an organized one and direct-
ed primarily against the one power-
ful weapon in the hands of the unions
and the working class: THE STRIKE.

This is particularly important for
the employers today. Their main con-
cern right now is with “WAGES,
PRIICES'. TAXES and PRODUCTION.
All of the strikes today and those in

(Continued on'page 3)

~ (Labor Action Staff Writer)

Tarrytown Strikers
Hold Demonstration

By SID ROBERTS resentative of the Catholic Trade
Unionists Alliance. And, precisely at

A hi ti li-
TARRYTOWN, N. Y—Testifying to this writing, class-collaboration poli

the fact that the morale of the “in-

dustrial soldiers” of UAW Local 664 .

is encouragingly high as their “war”
against the industrial barons who
determine the policy of General
tors neared the end of its third week.
a group of 1000 people, composed of
the strikers . and sympathizers,
marched through the streets of Tar-
rytown chanting “Solidarity For-
ever” and “Wilson is a Horse- Thief,”
among other militant union songs.
The demonstrators, headed by ex-
GI's, carried signs reading, “GI's vs.
GM"; “30% or Watch the Fords go
by”; “Hitler burned books, GM hides
them,” and “What haye the DuPonts
got that we haven't got?” (Quite a
few million dollars and controlling
interest in GM and a few other shops
—S.R.) The demonstration was held
at 3 P.M. Sunday, December 9,- with
the Westchester CIO Council as the
sponsor. _
After the parade, the marchers as-
* sbmbled at GM's gates to listen to the

' main speakers- of the day, Manny
Gerbet, 'directer of UAW Region 9,

Harry Sacker, legal | representatwe
W 8nd- !:athe!‘ Darby, rep-

ties d.{splaced the class-struggle spirit
displayed on the picket-lines at Tar-
rytown and GM plants all over the
country One couldn’t help but no-
tice the difference between the work-
mg-class in actlon and the lne put
icrward by their representatives.

THE POSITION OF GM

Gerber spoke of the proven ability
of GM to pay the 30% in¢rease the
UAW is demanding, pointing out that,
should the strikers win their fight,

"GM’s profit in 1946 will be $280 mil-

lion as compared to the average year-
ly profit of $176 million in the years
preceding the war. He also men-
tioned the difference in the way Con-
gress ‘dealt with legislation favoring
the working-class as compared with
bills designed to aid the boss class.
_The “Full Employment” bill, he
said, is still in a House Committee,
as is the bill to increase the unem-
ployment insurance allowance. But
the recent tax bill that was considerate
of the monopohstxc corporations and
their stockholders went through Con-
gress in three weeks and there isn’t
much ‘doubt that Truman’s “fact-find-
{de.ﬂnued on page 2}
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the “American way of life” because .

ake Sha

The' UAW Si'r'ike:

-sMeaptains of indusiry” to own. and manage-industry./

The Road to Victory

By MAX SHACHTMAN
National Secrelary of the Workers Parly

The position originally taken by the UAW-CIO in
its negotiations. with General Motors opened the road
to vxctory

By taking this position, labor said:

We will no longer look at the problem of our eco-
nomic security from the nmarrow standpoint of wages
alone. Our wage question is inseparably connected
with the question of prices, with the guestion of prof-
its, with the question of production, with the whole
question of the way in which American economic life
is organized.

The position of the Union in the GM negotiations
was one of -the most progressive steps ever taken by
labor in this country, especially if all its implications
are taken into account.

The Union challenged the big DuPont monopoly on
fundamental grounds, on grounds of principle.

The GM masters said: Hands off our profits! Hands
off ‘our monopolistic prices! Hands off “private prop-
erty]” Hands off the “rights of management!” The
principle of “free enterprise”—that is, of capltalist |
monopolism—is at stake,

. In effect, the union said: All these matiers are no
less our affair than they are yours. We want economic

security for the workers, who have never enjoyed it "

and never been assured of it. We want a decisive
voice in detérmining the prices of automobiles which'
you maintain at a monopolistic peak. We want a de-

oltive. yolve indétermpiping U Profite. el the:-cort fmandsh—as we’ certainly believe—and  if GM says it

poration prices, }m:ﬂts which exceed anything in- his-
tory—profits which, by the way, were produced hy
the toil and brains of the workers.

In effect, the Union said: We no longer trust the

exclusively -on their own. They are not the servanis
of the people they pretend to be. They are interested
only in bigger and bigger profits, at the expense of
the workers and the consumers. If they alone deter-
mine profits, everyone else will suffer. If they alone
determine prices, the prices will be monopolistically
high and the consumer will suffer. If they alone deter-
mine wages, we will soon be back to the rotten open-
shop days. .
Therefore, the Union demands the right to inter-
vene actively in all these questions. The monopolists
are a gang of bankrupts, so far as the interests of the
workers and consumers are concerned. Labor is not
less able to determine ‘wages, prices ind profits than
these profit-lusting bankrupts. Labor speaks not only
in its own name, but in the name of all the people out-

' time a

That's how the capitalis't press understood it, and they

were right! Even that press had to admit that in put-

ting forward -its position, the UAW-CIO had won tre-
mendous sympathy not only from other workers, but

. from blg sections’ of the wider consumer public and

the middle classes.

That position was the rnad to victory! Along that
road, 'labor could have taken the next step: Let the
govemment nationalize and take over the industry
which its present owners themselves admit cannot be

! npprat.ed on the basis of decent wages to the workers
‘and fair prices to the consumers. Labor could have

taken another step: The workers insist that they can

' p*perate industry on the basis they themselves demand
: of the DuPonts, namely, on the basis of capacity pro-

duction, decent wages and low prices {0 the consumer,
Labor could have taken a final step: If the present
government proves to be a DuPont government—as it
has proved to be—then we must have a Workers'
Gnvernment And that would mean the achievement
of REAL VICTORYX.

The challenge of Reuther 1o’ GM was at the same
challenge o Reuther himself, and to his fel-

'low union leaders. They put forward excellent de-
‘ mands to GM. Every intelligent worker was behind

them. But when GM rejected these excellent and

i simple demands, what then? Wasn’t that a conféssion
‘that GM cannot and will not run .industry in the in-
[ terests of society? Wasn't that a confession that GM
‘are social bankrupts? And wasn't that at the same

time a challenge to the UAW-CIO leaders? If they
say that industry can operate on the basis of their de-

can't operate on that basis, the next step should have

. been to say:

‘If GM won't, we declare that we will! If GM can't,

we declare that.we can! If the present government |
doc¥n’t ‘agrée; we 'will orgarize politically into & party”

of our own and setl up a governiment that does agree!
But Reuther and his fellow leaders didn’t say that
or anything of the kind. They didn’t meet their own
challenge. They ran away from it as fast as they could.
They turned back from the road to, victory. They
want to bring all the UAW-CIO members along with
them on this road back. They are scared by their own
boldness, and by the enthusiasm and support it gener-
ated among the workers. They are scared by the com-
pleteness with which they themselves laid bare the
reactionary character and bankruptey not only of the
big monopolists but of the government in Washing-
ton which their politics helped to put into power.
And that is why, now, with the support Reutlier,
yes Reuther! and Thomas and the rest of them have
given to the Leonard Plan in the Ford negotiations,

 DETROIT, Dec. 9.—A meeting of 200

' turned thumbs down on President
Truman’s order to return to work, at

D FIRM!

eful Retreat at Ford

Mass Pickeﬁng at GM; <
Solidarity of Steelworkers

By JACK WILSON

The CIO pressure against General Motors corporation. in-
creased heavily this week with the rejection of President Tru-
man's strike-breaking proposals and with the fresh threat of a
nation-wide steel strike. :

Any hope General Motors had last week of smashing the .
strike was dashed to pieces when the UAW ranks and leadership
stood firmly against President Truman's strike-breaking move.

The knowledge of this union solidarity forced General Motors
to retreat somewhat from its arrogant attitude and to remew
negotiations.

Continued negotiations with the Ford Motor Compuny also
offered a possibility that the UAW would make a dent in the in-
dustrialists’ united front against the UAW demands for a Ilvlnq
wage for the auto werkers.

In announcing January 14 as a strike date deadline unloss.
wage demands were met satisfactorily, the United Steelworkers
of America-ClO placed the power of 700,000 steel workers. inl'o
the battle against the Wall Street corporations. |

A contribution of $100,000 was given to the UAW: strike :
fund by the USA policy committee, emphasizing the close réla-
tionship between the unions and. their struggle.

The steel union’s rejection of President Truman’s proposa!ﬂ

-as well as the attack of all organized labor on his congressional

program, gave further strength _
to the position of the- UAW
strikers this week.

Instead of backing the strlke :
wholeheartedly -as"he did in
1937, John L. Lewis took ‘the .
present opportunity to cast doubts on
the wisdom of a strike now, although

he likewise blasted the ‘I’ruman pro-
Eram.

MEN ARE FIRM

Ameong the GM strikers confidence
remained high as a result of these
major developments and a series of ,
mass demonstrations took place ‘over
the week-end reminisdpnt of the
good old days. Mass pickeling was
employed in a one-day demonsiritloh
in Detroit. Elsewhere, p\arades weﬂs
held by the strikers.

UAW Meet
Turns Down
Truman Plan

UAW delegates from GM plants

an emergency session held here yes-
terday. This decision will be under-
lined and re-emphasized thousands of
times over next week, when local
union members vote on their dele-
gates' recommendations.

militant UAW man says so.

N B

a ceiling?

side the ranks of the DuPonts and their ilk.
That was the meaning of the UAW-CIO’s position.

WB{Y wasn’'t the.same plan presented {o Ford and
to GM? What is the difference betweern them? ‘Don't
‘f'of them exploit the workers in the same way?
Aren’t both of them. hateful enemies of labor and
unionism? Don’t both of them have monopolistic
agreements on monopolistic prices? Haven't both of
them piled up vast blood-profits, and aren’t both' of
them determined to pile up more and more, without

Leonard has driven a knife into the ribs of the
GM strike, and Reuther and Thomas helped him do

union approval.

his pocket!

they want {o take the Union and the workers off the
road to victory and on to—

The Road to Disaster

The Leonard plan is the road to disaster. It is not
only we socialists who say so. Every thlnki.ng and

and ending with the most docile worker in the plant.
We'll break them by fining them from now on with
We'll break them by intimidation,
with union approval. Every worker who talks up
from now -on—gets it right across the nose—and across

The Leonard Plan is a crime. It can only demoral-
ize the workers. It can only embitter them against the
union. It can only undermine and weaken the-union
to the point where the monopolists sweep it away
with a wave of the hand.

. It is the road to disaster for the largest and finest
union in the country!

It must be repudiated! Every union militant must

SENTIMENTS OF STRIKERS

If Fisher Body in Detroit is a sam-
ple, there will not be one vote cast
in favor of Truman's demand to go
back to work. The workers on ihe
picket lines in .front of the Fisher

. Body planis here are remarkably un-

impressed by Truman's proposal for
settlement of their strike. Said one,
in answer to our question: “Sure I'll
vote to go back in—when we get our
30% wage increase.” Said another:
“We aren’t striking for the fl:m of it.
We're out here to win snmethlng. Why
should we go back to work with
nothing—not even a promise—just be-
cause someone tells us fo, even if that
someone is president of the U. 8.?”
And the picketer-walking in front of
him chimed in: “If Truman's so anx-
fous to get the facts in the case, let
him appoint his fact-finding commis-

In the midst of these favorable de-
velopments, the proposal of the UAW
leadership to give the Foid Motor
Company “security” represented a sé-
rious retreat that can have reper-
cussions in GM.

No sooner did GM hear of this u.n-
precedented concession to Ford than'

it canceled its contract with the UAW :

yuntil a similar concession was glven i
it.

The UAW leaders’ proposal to Ford.
—and the whole UAW leadership.:
supported it—provides the company .
with a weapon against union mili-
tants in the shop and weakens the .
union, even though the check-off and -
full union recognition decompany "it.
The power of Ford to fire unionists
without union intercession endangers
the position of the shop stewards. : -

it. It’s the most natural thing in the world for GM to
say now: “We won’t even talk about your original
demands. Let’s talk only on the basis of the Leonard
plan presented to Ford. We’re no different from Foyd.

‘We ought to be handled the same way.”

And what is the same way? Hands off our vast
profits! Hands off our monopolistic prices! Tie -the
workers hand and foot. Give us this Plan which makes
it possible for us to provoke a thousand “unauthor-

" strikes in a thousand different ways, so that we
can hreak the backbone and spirit and pocketbook of

join to win the just demands of the workers against
the auto monopolists, in spite of the treacherous po-
sition taken by the Iniernational leaders. And these
ledders themselves must be called fo account immedi-
ately by the outraged rank and file. They must be
replaced by fighters who don’t scare and who don't
capitulate.

The road to wvictory which was first indicafed is
still the road to victory, not only for the UAW but
for the entire labor movement.’

Labor issued a challenge. It must nol. be allowed

Unable to defeat the UAW on' the
picket lines, and this is a real frib-
ute to the power of the sirikers,"the
auto companies are forced into flank
attacks against the UAW. They want
to accomplish in negotiations what
was impossible on the streets: weak—
en the union.

However, the UAW ranks time am!_
again have stood as a powerful” cor-
rective force to any would-be maneu-

sion while we’'re walking these lines
on the outside. The facts won't be any
easier to find if we go back to work.
This is just another attempt to break
our strike. They know and we know
that the minute we walk through
those gates without winning our
demands, we've lost the strike!”

One worker said to me, swhile we
were drinking a cup of hot coffee on

every worker, beginning with the militant fighters

to become a mere bhiﬂ'

By ELEANOR MASON ...
Congress is going. great guns these
days on anti-labor legislation. This

self-same Congress that has steadfast- .

ly refused to do a thing about any
of the issues so vital to the workers
and the people finds plenty of time
{o rush alead with vicious measures
to throttle the trade unjon movement
and kill its efforts at political action.

This was the Congress whose over-
whelming Democratic victory was
due in large part to the activities of
the Political Action Committee of the
CIO. This was the Congress that was
going to win the “people's war and
the people's_ peace.” Today, Philip

Murray cries out in anger that Con-.
gress and the President are betray-.
ing the people True. That . is, .for:
. those :wlp_ followed M_y:ggys lead of -

tician and hoping he'd. look out :tur
the working people.

Trade unionists and all those con-
cerned with seeing that labor starts
on the road of genuine independent
political action are particularly in-

terested in just what the Congress-.

men elected with the aid of the PAC
are doing to fight for labor's rights.

Almost one hundred PAC-sponsored

representatives sit in Congress by the
grace of PAC’s aid in 1944.
Progressive trade unionists should
regularly follow the activities of
Congress with special notice of the
doings of PAC congressmen. We start
here with information.and comments
on 'some of the pending legislation..
The: SmLth-CnnnalIy bill was passed

by “Congress. oy ap -attempt. to:stop

iworkers from striking. It not only

has failed to do. that job for the

‘bosses but it has ‘become a hoomer-

ang, since the government conducts
strike polls for the unions. So now
the government wants to drop that
aspect of the Smith-Connally bill and
substitute ' the more stringent anti-
{)abor provisions of the Smlt.h Arends
ill

The Smith - Arends bill deprives
unions of collective bargaining rights
if they strike in violation of a no-
strike clause in their contracts (car-
ried in practically all agreements)
and prohibits unions from engaging
in political campaigns even in a
purely educstional way.  The bill
would: kill the ‘labor movement as
well as:the PAC, thch ex:.s‘ts on the

‘basis of the ‘uhiens, -

a windy corner: “Look, sister—I have
five children at home. We're cash-

(Continued on page _2}

Rushed through the House Military
Affairs Committee without hearings,
the bill was approved by the Rules
Committee. It has mnot yet reached
the House floor only because the Tru-
‘man Administration wants action first
on the Norton-Ellender bill embody-
ing Truman's straifjacket proposals
for fact-finding bodies and a thirty-
day cooling-off period. Compare this
lightning speed to the slower than
snail-like pace of the Murray-Wag-
ner-Dingell bill to liberalize the pro-
visions of the social security law. This
bill is still in -committee after two
years!

* The ClO, AFL, Uniied Mine Work-
ers and other unions are violently
opposed to the Smith bill and Tru-
man’s bill. They hdve issued state-
ments denouncing them. Hearings on

vers or blunders of. the lqaderslqip.
The voice of the ranks will be decl- -
sive again. S

.

C-Backed Congressmen Doing ’

- picking some. “good” capitalist poli-

Truman's proposal, which: start “this |
week, will find a solid array of labor '
spokesmen against it. But what aré.

the “friends” of labor doing? What .-

are the PAC congressmen doing?
Here's what one of them is doing: -
Senator Brien McMahon, widely
acclaimed liberal and PAC econ-
gressman, has intreduced a. bill
setting up a mediation and concil-
fation board and providing for vol-
untary arbitration. This is but an-
.other variation of the proposals
which attempt either to curfail or
abolish labor’s basic right to sirike.
The CIO opposes the- mea.sure uf
“their” congressman! e
In the House; another I'AC co
gressman,. . Democratic Leader: John
McC_ermack “of .. Mmachmﬂs.
(Conﬂnued " me L 18
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT|

HIBBING, Minn., Dec. 3—LABOR
ACTION has consistently maintained
-that there is no essential difference
between the Democratic Party and
the Republican Party—that both are
political instruments employed by
big business ifo further its own in-
terests and to beat down those of
labor. LABOR ACTION has repeat-
edly pointed out the fundamental
kinship of the two. major parties and
their political candidates.

This paper has, for example, time
and again illustrated how  Democrats
and Republicans in the national Con-
gress clasp hands across party lines
fo smilingly vote billions in tax ‘“re-
lief” to rich corporations or to
scowlingly torpedo any and all meas-
ures favorable to labor.

One example of their reactionary
common policy lay in the manner in
‘which eighty - eight representatives
and a President, all of them elected
by the PAC-marshalled -labor vote,
fought to push through the infamous
National Service Act,. a Hitlerite
measure to enslave American labor.
While the President and author of
this vicious bill chanced to be a Dem-
ocrat, no worker should forget that

the majority of the eighty-eight la-.

bor-elected representatives who voted
for it were both Democrats and Re-
publicans. That was but one year ago,
and in recent months we have seen
these other examples of two-party
attitude:

1. Last July it became evident.that
the war was lost to Japan. That
meant ‘cancellation of billions in war
contracts and millions of lost jobs
and paychecks. Nevertheless,
fair-minded congressmen stopped just
lon,g enough to rush through another
bill providing guaranteed war-level
profits for the money trust and then

“ dashed for the nearest taxi, saying
there was “no urgent business on the
calendar.” The workers, however,
were reminded by these congress-

~ ‘men-on-vacation to “stay on the job.”

2. After recently voting big business
the staggermg sum of $57 billion in
tax refunds, tax “relief” and guar-
anteed profits in the reconversion pe-
riod, these Republicans and Demo-
’a‘ats faced toward labor. One meas-
Ire on their desks was the unemploy-
ment compensation bill that would
have provided unemployed workers
with a maximum of $25 a week for
twenty-six weeks. That measure went
into the waste basket! Cried Repre-

. sentative Knutson of Minnesota (for
whom, undoubtedly, many “labor”
leaders will have kind words at the
1946 polls): “That bill would make
bl.irns and loafers of the workers!”

“sur” .

— BUSINESS MANAGER'’S

PRESS ACTION

To which the congressional chorus
echoed: “Amen!”

As if to bear out LABOR ACTION’s
position that labor must cut itself
out of the web of capitalist politics
by forming its own independent La-
bor Party, the following verbatim
quote appeared in the Decem er 2
edition of the aneapohs SUnday
Tribune: “Benson. (Elmer H Bensen,
presuient of the NCPAC) emphamzed
that his sentiments have the appreval
of the nationial headquarters of the
National Citizens Political Action
Committee, of which he is the na-
tional chairman and for whom he
said he was speaking, as well as for
himself.”

To what sentiments of Benson, na-
tional chairman of the NCPAC.} does
the Tribune article refer? To his sen-
timent for organizing a Labor Party,
perhapq or for all of organized labor
supporting the General Motors strik-
ers'f Not on your life! Benson s sentl-
ments are his strong approval of the
young, anti-labor Republican who in

1938 displaced Benson as Governor

of Minnesota!

“Stassen,” said Benson in a public
announcement, “is to be particularly
commended because he proposes to
make the Republican Party a liberal,
progressive party.”

Since Benson claims #o speak offi-,
cially for the National Citizens PAC,
he presumab!y speaks alsp for the
CIO-PAC, On the surface, Democrat-
ic-Farmer-Labor Party Benson would
appear to be booming Stassen for the
presidency in 1948 and casting lines
for unnamed “labor friend” candi-
dates for the 46 national elections.
It proves, of course, that there is no
essential difference between a Demo-
crat or a Repubhcan since both can

defend big business and sandbag the
workers with equal ¢heerfulness and
facility, But when you understand
that Benson and the laber “leader-
ship” generally, are ﬂndmg it in-
creasmgly dlfﬁcult to sell Truman to
the labor vote in v1ew of the Presi-
dent’s recent record, this espousal of
Stassen may be a .qulet warnmg ta
Trurhan to put a little velvet on his
knuckle$ before battermg tHe work-
ers further—else they. may hot . be
able to delwer the labor vote for
him in '43

Again, Truman may already be so
discredxted and the Democratic ré-
glme generally, that the PAC fore-
sees o hope of herding labor to the

‘polls in either '46 or '48 for the cur-

rent “friends of labor” and are there-
fore polishing up Stassen, the “lib-
eral” war vet and Republican hope.

. The New York mayoralty campaign

appears to have put Governor Dewey
out of the running for good, and

' what other Republican than Stassen

could you possibly dupe the workers
with?

LISTEN AND LEARN

Whatever the facts in Benson's es-

pousal of Stassen, one thing stands
out — no worker can benefit from
pra,ying this capitalist political game.
This is a game in which the cards
are always stacked against labor.
Heads, Truman, or tails, Stassen, la-
bor gets it in the neck.

If Benson and the other PAC heads
were truly for independent labor po-
litical action, they would be organ-
izing polltleal and financial support
from the millions of rank and file
workers eager 1o show their solidar-
ity and common interests with the

‘Minnesota PAC Flirts With Stassen

hard - pressed UAW - CIO strikers
against the united auto trust.

If Benson was not a disgruniled
politician seeking to mend his fences
with labor support, he would be pub-
licly defending the militant CIO steel
workers, who, like the strikmg aute
workers, have suffered paycuts and

layoffs ‘and company provocations in -

succession since V-J Day and before.
Here in his own state of Minnesota,

the steel workers have voted ‘with

ballots of thunder to strike against
the reactionary, -la-bor-baiting steel
trust:

Calumet, Minn —260 Yes, 12 No!

Buckeye Mine: 48 Yes, 1 No!

Minnesota: 10,000-odd Yes,
minus No! -

From mine to village to state, the
answer is the same: Strike! But Ben-
son and the PAC are busy elsewhere.
The aute workers of the CIO and the
steel workers of the CIO and all the
nnll:ons of hard- pressed workers
throughout the country may be fight-
ing the fat corporations to preserve
their unions and maintain their take-
home pay; Truman and Burton, Ball
and Hatch, Bilbo and Taft, General
Motors Wilson and Ford's Ford H
may be throwing everything in the
book at labor's.vanguard in the CIO
unions in an attempt to smash the
workers; destruction of one union,
AFL or CID, may quickly lead to
destruction of allfree unions; yet—
from Elmer A. ‘Benson, .erstwhi(e
Farmer - Labor =~ Governor, current
“friend of labor,” chum of Hillman
and Murray and assorted Democrats
and Republicans; only silence! Ex-
cept, of course, his PAC. bouquets to
a “liberal” Republican labor-baiter,
The "rrlemls of- labor” cast a wide
net! :

1,000~

UAW Bars Truman Propesal-.-

. |Continued from page 1)

ing our war Bonds now, and it won't
be long before they'll be all used up.
But I'm willing to spend every cent
I've managed to save and then go on
relief if necessary, to win this strike.
That's how important it is to me and
to all the fellows.”

Everywhene we went—&o the lines
on Piquette, on Beaubien, Milwaukee,
Russell, we got the same answers.
The 'GM workers aré firmly deter-
mined to win this major battle against
the corporations. They are quiet and
serious, solidly united in the struggle.

When we asked the strikers their

-BY PAUL BERN—_—_

‘“Lizabeth Scott, heroine of ‘You
Came Along'—was Elizabeth Scott
{in 1941). During the war she patri-
otxce]ly dropped the ‘E’ to conserve
newsprint.”—From the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer.

We bring the above to the atten-
ﬁpn of our editor, who is always grip-
ing about the length of this column.
We too want that all-out effort. But,
g};t_er all, you can’t blame the editor,
who has material for eight pages and
each week must squeeze it into four.

To get onto the road toward expan-
sion of the paper we must build the
circulation, and our most important
circulation outlet is subscriptions.

. GIVE SUBSCRIPTIONS AS
CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

For the duration of the present
strike wave, we have a very special

“offer: _
. FOUR SIX-MONTH SUBS—ONE
DOLLAR!

Use the blank printed below to send
in. your 'dollar with four names of
your friends.

FROM OUR MAILBAG:

..Being a person that doesn’t
just want to give lip service to what
is r;ght ‘and 1ust but to do with deeds
not words....” From Iowa comes an-
other sub.

“My purpose in writing is, ﬁtst to

offer my congratulations for your ex-
cellent arncle, ‘GM Theery of Wages’
which appeared in the November 5
issue of LABOR ACTION and, sec-
ondly to request information regard-
ing your views—on socialism and re-
lated subjeets.” From Detroit.. Just
samples of the many requests that
‘help build the Workers Party.

#I think that you are carrying the

Press A,etion box in the right place,
I baught a hand printing set and now
stamp the: won:ls ‘Subscribe—Only 6ve
a- year'! severﬂ times on each paper.
I then 11.ft t.he corner of the fourth
sheet, which exposes the Press Action
box, and mark it with red or purple
crayon to attraet the reader’s eye.”
And the subs we ,are getting from
anesota proves that this effort is
worth the trouble.

LABOR Ag'I'IQN SUBS REC'D:
New York . 17
New _._lgrse_gr e (e
San Francisco ________
Los Angeles ... 2
Cleveland ... __.__. . 8
Reading .
Chicago .. [
Oregon ... e
Other States ._._____ ML
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LOW’-ING.

Name

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO—
LABOR ACTION-
114 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y.

(Tear this Blank and Mail) !
FOR $100 SEND SIX-MONTH SUBSCR!PTIONS TO THE FOL-

Address

Zone

City
Name

State

Address

City

Zone

State

Name

Address

City

Zone

Name

Address

City

Zone

- State

opinions of the proposal to re-open the

: parts plants, there was agam unani-

mous  agreement, Everyone, -was
against it, on the grounds that it
would be an opening wedge in the
solid front of strikers. One worker
insisted that the entire UAW should
be on strike, and blasted away at the
present strategy of “one at a time.”
LABOR'S “EDUCATION"

A few workers expressed their dis-
lllumonment. with the “frlends of
labor” they helped put into office

last year, who now 1lurn out to be
such good friends of the bosses. We
pointed to the program of LABOR
ACTION and the Workers Party, call-
ing for an mdependent labor party.
Several agreed that it was a “good
idea” and that “we ought to do what
labor. did 'in England,” but doubted
that it is possible as.yet in the U. 8.
“Labor has to be educated,” they
say.

Labor is: bemg educeted—-on the
picket lines,

Tarryton Strike - -

{Continued from page 1)

ing” measure will be dealt with at
great speed. Gerber claimed that a
combination of Repubhcans and poll-
tax Democrats were responmble for
this anti-working class policy (over-
looking the fact that the great ma-
jority of Northern Demoerats voted
for the new fax bill). He recom-
mended that the people bring pressure
to bear on Congress.

Sacker contrasted the recent action
taken by the Japanese Diet to give
the Japanese workers the right to
organize into trade unions and the
right to strike with the threat of the
impairment of the American workers’
right to strike that Truman’s recent
actwns have Ioreshadewed He said
that “the A,merman people will not
It Truman become an American Hit-
ler.” He, too, recommended that the
people bring pressure fo bear on
Congress.

The last speaker, Father Darby,
mentioned (quite correctly) that
such a demonstration as he was ad-
dressing couldn’t take place in Mos-
cow today (which Mr. Sacker forgot

to state) because free trade unions
didn't exist there. (However, Father
Darby, himself, forgot to say that
neither could it be held in Fasr:u,it
Spain nor in Italy during the reign
of Mussolini. The Catholic Church
found itself able te refrain from
cmtlclzmg Il Duce yesterday or Fran-
co today despite * Father Darby's
concern with the right of warkers
to have free unions.) He put forward
his organization’s' program of advocat-
ing a decent wage for workers and
a fair profit for~'bosses and coun-
selled the workers not to forsake “the
American Way”in their attempt to
improve their ilving standards. (He
should tell that to the bosses, who
have not been above using “the Fas-
cist Way” in breaking strikes and

fighting the unfon movement.)

When the Tarrytown GM workers
follow the example of the Flint work-
ers and press for')the formation of
labor’s own party, ‘they will be serv-
ing their cause in the political field as
well as they do teday on the picket
line.

You had a swell time of our Hcllowe en Parfy
—and our _
New Year's Eve Dance will be even more fun.

So come

Caravan Hall — 110 East 59th Street
: <
1 Dance from 9 P.
REX CLAYTON'S BAND
®
Admission: $2.00, Including Tax
Local New York Workers Perl'y

]

M. $6 Dawn o
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Labor Parly Trends

By MARY BELL N

Two significant evenis of the past two weeks tes-
tify that the wholesale disgust of labor—CIO, AFL
and UMW—with the labor-backed Truman Admin-
istration can become a groundswell for the forma-
tion of a genuine independent labor party.

The ﬁrst most forthright and most mgmﬁcant was
l.he approval by the UAW strxke cominittee Iepresent-
ing 42,000 workers in Flint, Mich. one of the prin-
cipal centers of General Motors production, of a reso-
lution calling for the formation of an active political
force to represent Iaber under its own niame. The reso-

_lution yequested the conference of 200 UAW repre-
sentatives of ‘GM locals which met in Detroit last
Saturday to: _ '

1—Mobilize the American people against the
anti-labor conspiracy in Congress.

2—Lay the groundwork for the formation of a
labor party.

3—Mobilize a mass march on Washington to
halt congressional eﬂenses against labor.

The second and less forthright, but nevertheless
significant even,t was the action taken last Sunday by
the New Jersey State Industrial Union Council, CIO,
which followed the suggestion of the National CIO
Executive Board that all state industrial union coun-
cils take over political actfon committees, and or-

dered the formerly autonomous New Jersey PAC to"’

become a committee of the state council. A move for
the outright formation of a labor party was defeated
in the New Jersey meeting.

These events were preceded by the radio address
of Philip Murray, analyzed last week in LABOR AC-
TION, which announced the first break in a ten-year
alliance of the CIO with the Democratie Adminis-
tration.

President Truman, inheritor of the policies of for-
mer President Roosevelt, has provnked the anger of
both ranks and ‘ledders of the entire organized labor
movement by his strike bteaking, pro-corporation in-
tervention in the General Motors strike.

‘Organized labor is fast finding out that in order
to gain higher wages, strikes, picketing and economic
actmn are not enough.

* The U.nited Auto Workers, massed in the union
.halls and on the picket lines of the country, have
found out that economic a.ction is not sufficient to
win their battle. They haye demanded in theif strug-
gle for higher wages that the auto corporations OPEN
THE!R BOOKS, tHat is, reveal their profits and their
wage costs, so that the union may demonstrate that

it .is possible fo pay the wage increases and yet mln-
tain prices of GM products so that the consumers will
not be penalized by increased costs. y

The company has said in effect: Iabor &nd %the con-
sumers be damned! Our ability to pay is none of your
business! Determination of ‘prices and profits is the
prerogative of private enterprlse' And swiftly o the
aid of the corporations come their leg:siatwe J:epre-
sentatives in Congress and their friend in the Whlfe
House with his strike-breaking proposal and his "faet-
ﬁndlng" committees.

The action of the Flint strikers fo buttreg; their
ECONOMIC CLASS ACTION with POLITICAL
CLASS ACTION must not only be ln.uded by union
men imd women everywhere It should be, EM{J
LATED by them. They know that a labor govern-
ment in Washington would not stand for the arro-
gant, public-be-damned attitude of the corporations.
They would have conirol over their own labor repre-
sentatives in Congress, just as the corporations now
control the capitaljst politicians who represent them
there.

The company’s books would be opened gquickly if
a labor government was in Washington. If the corpo-
rations showed that-they were unable to manage their
enterprises sb that labor could receive a decent wage
and security, a government of the workers would
nationalize industry and so plan ‘production under
workers control that vtme:1'111!0]:‘11111:11. would be elim-
inated and a high standard of living secured for all.

The Flint workers afe moving in the right direc-
tion. .
. It is impossible to say how definitive is the break
between Murray and the other CIO leaders with Tru-
man. The break may be only temporary. It may lead
merely to the support of another Democratic poht:-
cian a little friendlier to labor, such as Wallace. It
may lead to the support of a “progressive” Republican
of the Willkie school, such as Harold Stassen. Or it
may lead to the formation of a “third party” that is
not a labor party but an aggregate of farmers, labor
and middle class elements such as was proposed by
the Communists in the New Jersey CIO.

Any of these alternatives to the formation of a
real labor party and an all-time break with capitalist
politics will keep labor in the same old rut of elect-
ing “friendly”. capitalist politicians, that is—friendly
enemes.

Labor should take the road of the Flint workers.
Break once and for all 'with the enemy parties of
labor, Republican or Democrat, and get on the high
réad of independent labor polities.

-

LY

By MARY HOWARD
(Labor Action Staff Writer)

HARRISON, N. J., Dec. 4—If the rno- ,
* rale of all UAW strikers against Gen-

eral Motors is as good as that we
fourid ' displayed by the members of
Local 511, striking at the Hyatt Rol-
ler Bearing Plant, in New Jersey,

we predict that General Motors will
have a very hard time breaking this

strike until every last demand is met. -

Arriving there abouwt 11:00 this
morning, your LABOR  ACTION re-
porter found every one of the five
gates of the plant shut tight, In front
of every gate was a picket squad of
approximately twenty people, mostiy
men, with a few women. They were
carrying signs, and walking briskly
in a small circle to keep warm. In-
side the gates nothing moved. Box
cars stood on railroad sidings, smoke-
stacks belched forth no smoke, and
windows stared blank and empty.

The picket captain took us up to
‘the union headquarters across the
street, which we found crowded and
heavy with smoke. On the stairs we
had to squeeze along the wall to let
about fifty men by who were on their
way to relieve the picket squads we
had just seen. In the hall itself about
two hundred people were  milling
‘around. Some were playing cards;
some just sitting ‘talking. Aleng the
walls were a good many women, and
in one corner a small bar where girls
were dispensing coffee, donuts, and
sandwiches to the men who had just
come off the picket line, cold and
hungry.

WHAT THE UNION WANTS

Someone brought Bill Casper, union
president, up and we introduced our-
selves and LABOR ACTION Bill is
a short, dark man, with a ready
smile. He was busy, and people kept
coming up with questions, but he
took us aside and said for us to ask
the questions, and he'd be ready with
the answers.

He said Local 511 has its own local
demands which are “just ‘as  impor-
tant as the UAW’s national demands
for a 30% increase.” When Bill was
in Detroit just hefore the strike be-
gan, he said he made this plain to the
interngtional officers, and they agreed
with h1m The local wants to abolish

(Continued from page 1) .
pushing for passage of a meaningless
so-called “Full Em loyment” bill. It
is the bill ﬂre_ap:re_ up hy the Ma-
nasco sub-committee of the House
Expenditures Committee. This propo-
sal means even less than the one
passed by the Senate, which, accord-
ing to Senator Barkley, “gua.ranteee
everybedy eut of work the right to
seek a job if he can find one, " That
kind of "guarmtee” tl;e workers have
always ha.d' Despite the a.tta.c‘ks lev-
elled by the CIO, MeCormzck Tollow-
in Tr.un:ums llne, is workinJg with
,might and pmin for the e of
any ltjnﬂ of a bill with the fitle of

“full employment” so that the ‘Demo- :

With the Hyatt GM Strikers

a lot of evils they've been working

under in the Hyatt plant.s

First among these is the hated in-
centive system, which they call the
“gyp rackel.” Next is the “merit
spread,” which means people don’t
get raises unless they lick the boes'
boots the right way. The wunion is
demzmdlng a program of automatic
raises, which will be fair {0 eyery
mdwbdual worker. Als.e they want to
get rid of a seven-day e_entimle_n_s
operation schedule in force in the
heat treating department of the plant,
which means workers in this divi-
ston get no holiday or Sunda.y oyer-
time pay, and have only every sl_x;l.h
day off, instead of a regular weekend.
Last demand is the abolishment of a
shift system which has one short
shift. Men working this shift have to
work six nights in order to make a
fnl,l torty hour week whlch means
they get no weekend as the rest of
the plant does.

Asked about President Truman’s
speech  Monday night, Bill Casper
said, “We all heard that speech, and
we don't like it a bit!” Later we were
talking to a striker in the hall who
said emphatically, “If we do what
Truman wants us to do we'd be losing
everything we've been fighting for
for the last ten, fifteen years.” An:
other serious little man with glasses
said, “Truman’'s shown he’s playing
ball with the industrialists. It’s up
to us to show both GM and Truman
we mean what we, say, and we mean
to get it!”

Casper told us that the whole town
is co-operating with the strikers. “The
railroad brotherhood won't run a
car into the plant yard,” he said, “and
even wives come down with their
kids, ready to help. The kids want to
carry the signs right along with the
pickets. You can't hold ’em back.”

He said the union had spent very
little of their strike fund (which
would last at least six months) so
far. They've had cash donations from
merchants in' town, and most of the
food has been given to them Yree.

While we were talking to him, a
man stuck his head out a door labeled
“checks cashed here” and yelled
“Hey, there’s a cash contribution
here; shall we accept it?” Bill laughed
and said sure. It turned out to be a
delegation from the furriers union,

crais can parade once more as the
“protectors” of the werking man in
the '46 and ’48 electmns.

+ Liberals, newspapers like PM and
ihe CIO yell their heads off and call
upon the unions to send telegrams,
petitions, letters and what not to pre-
vent passage of these measures. PAC
has a bloc of almost one hundred
congressmen in both houses. Just
think if these one hundred men really
represented labor—a genuine ﬁghtmg
mdepepdent Labor Party. They would
plow ahead with a program to guar-
antée jobs and instead of Truman’s

fact-finding bill there would be a b;ﬂl
to force G—.eneral Mqtprs 1o ppen its
books, If it or any other corporatwn

who wanted to go on the picket line, -

as well as donate their cash. e

Around the hall were about a half
dogen signs carrying slogans: “NO
APPLE SELLING THIS TIME —
30%”; “HITLER BURNT hoons,
GM HIDES BOOKS — LET'S SEE:
THEM"; “REUTHER IS OUR LEM.!
ER, HE SHALL NOT BE MOVED”'
“30% MEANS FOOD AND CLOTHES
FOR OUR KIDS.” In the middle of
‘one wall was a tin sign saying “Gas
donated by Viector’s Tavern.” }

Up in front of the hall was a long
table where pickets were formed into
squads of twenty each, given bnght
colored cards to denote their squad.
Every twenty minutes . squads
changed, gnd the hall became, mo-
mentarily a mad house.

We talked with a good many men
who said, with emphasis, “We won't
go back until we get ALL we want!”
Every one of them seemed ready for
a’ good long strike, if necessary, and
they said their wives felt just the
same way about it as they did. Asked
if they expected government inter-
ventions, one man said, “If the gov-
ernment intervenes, we’ll have arbi-
tration and the union will lose as a

result. We might get a 17% settlement

then, but what WE want is the 30%
—we need it!”

A woman, who seemed relnctam‘. tp
talk at first, told us: “We have a r:'ght
to make a decent living just as much
as any GM president or shareholder,”
We asked another woman if her hus-
band worked in the plant. “No, » she
said, “he’s en the Force. He thinks
just the way I do. He swears at these
b----- -5 something awful.,”

As we left the headquarters a loud -
speaker put up outside a window
was, playlng union songs. “From elght
to ten at mght * Casper had said,
“there’s a regular party out there.
They dance and sing. It's the best
time to be here.”

We went away with a good feelu'lg‘
Here were men and women who knew
what they wanted, and how to get it.
We remembered the words of one of
them. “Striking’s the only way to
show GM they can't .go on making
millions and giving us only $30 a
week to feed a whole family on. The
sooner they realize we mean ‘busi-

ness the better off they’ll -be. 'Cause

we're not giving in!”

Congress Anti-Labor Laws - -

claimed it could not pay a living wage
then labor representatives would ask
the government to take over under
workers’ control,

_CIO NEEDS NEW POLICY _

In 1944, CIO-PAC told the workers
that they defeated rea.etmn with j.he
Demecratm victory. If labor dkdn’t
know it before, it can see cl,ear]y fo-
day on the basis of the record that
once again by supporting caplta'ljst
candidaies, it is the loser. Lahor poli
tics in 46 must mean a break with

this. policy. For indepen&ent labor.

canqidates in the 1946 conpessig _
efections' D :
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the making revolve first of all around the
question of wages. Strikes halt produc-
tion; this is their chief tactical purpose.
Thls is the, point at which the working
class is in complete control of its own ac-
tions and can act in complete disregard of
the desires and plans of the capitalist em-
ployers.

WHO 1S SECURE?
; Tlle proposuls made to the Ford com-
puny by the UAW are in total disregard
of the facts and the history of the past few
ears. The Ford Motor Co. and all other
capufahsi' corporahons are already pro-
tected and secure. The capitalist ruling
class, which owns these vast manufactur-
mg corporcmons and the big banks, is pre-
tected and secure. Any further protection
and security which they need, they can
give themselves. | They are p,roi'ecﬂl'ed and
have seciurity because they own all the
property: the mines, mills, factories and
the land. They own the banks, the rail-
roads, the communications systems, the
public utilities, the big stores. Tlley make
huge profits and pile up billions in capital,
plan!t and equipment. They distribute bil-
fions in dividends and interest to them-
selves each year.

‘Added to this, the capitalist ruling class, *

which owns all the wealth and property,
has its own government in Washington;
in every state, county, city, town and ham-
let, They own and control this government. .
They operate it for their proteetion, for

their security and for the protection and

security of their property and their profits. -
Their government in Washington guaran-
tees their profits and protects their prop-
erty with the police and the army.

FOR LABOR SECURITY

What do the workers have in the way of
protectlon and security? We OWN NO Prop-
erty: no land, mines, mills, factories and
banks. WE HAVE NO GOVERNMENT
OF OUR OWN. All we have is the millions

UAW-Ford "l-'rofposhls -

tem for workers to lose from one-half to
all of a week's wages. The hypocrisy of
the ﬂnng resides in that choice piece of
sltysi'erism which proposes that the fines
go to the "President's Infantile Paralysis’
Fund!" What consolation this will be to
workers and their families! ,

- The UAW bureaucrats do not dare take
_ upon themselves the collection of these
“ fines. They turn this pleasant tagk over to
the Ford Company. Along with the check-
off which goes to the International office,
the eompany will withhold the fine money
which will go to the Infantile Paralysis

‘Fund, and not to the Ford Motor Company

which is presumably so much in need of
protection and  security.

IT IS A BLOW AT THE UAW

This proposal of the UAW traitors has
no relation in any way to collective bar-
gaining or to the violation of contractual
relations. Ndthing is involved that has
anything to do-essentially with collective
bargaining or observance of agreements.
There is no issue here of the right of the
union leadership to invoke unon discipline
where necessary, nor is the right of the
union leadership to invoke unfon discipline
over strikes involved.

This.action of the UAW leadership is not
only an attack on the Ford workers today
but it is a blow delivered at the GM work-
ers who are now on strike. By this act they
“not only deliver the Ford workers to Ford
but they also deliver the GM workers over
to the du Pont family. The unprecedented
but excellent GM demands are counter-
manded by the action taken in connection
with Ford. While the GM workers are on
strike and demanding to see the corpora-
tion's books the Ford workérs are told that
if they do not submit sheepishly to the de-
mands and attacks of Ford they will be
fprced to give a part of their earnings to
the “President's Infantile Paralysis Fund."

What is behind this treachery from the

of us and our capacity for doing the jobss UAW leadership? FEAR, COWARDICE,

w_w_._r_hlch the capitalist employers give us.
Sipce we own no land, mines, mills, fae-
tories, railroads and banks, all we can do

is work for the capitalists who do own

these things. We make no profits. We re-
ceive no dividends and interest. We have
no reserves and no captal.

The working class does have its unions,
hb\nvgr. They are its security and its pro-
tection. Labor can have no-other protec-
'l‘iﬁh and security except the organization
of the wl,lale working class into unions and
into an INDEPENDENT POLITICAL PARTY
OF THE WORKING CLASC.

The plan which the IEB of the UAW
has authorized Leonard to present to the
Ford Motor Co. strikes directly at the Ford
union and the whole trade union. rhove-

- ment. It says to a powerful corporation

that the union and the workers are ready
to place themselves at the merey of a fas-
c;st—mmded employer who has demonstrat-

- ed a viciousness in his relatlons with labor

drmurpassed by any employer in the coun-
try, Tom Girdler included.

The fines to be levied will not come from
t*le union treasury but from the earnings
of the individual workers. The UAW bu-
reauerats see to it that the International
ti‘easury, from which their salaries come,
is not molested. The fines will not come
from the local treasury, and thus the local
officers will have their security protected.
AN ATTACK ON UNIONISM

The plan is a direct attack-on the shop
s%evvard and shop committeeman system.

hat decent and militant union man will
be a shop steward or committeeman under
auch aplan? What can they do? Any action
in the interests of their men can result in
tflen' being charged with “instigating, fo-
menting or giving leadership” to a strike.
Can any plan have been conceived of
greater benefit to the employer? Militant
stewards can be and will be fired under
ths plan. Thereby the workers in the plant
have their organization beheaded. Under
this plan no steward can fight to have any
ithportant grievance settled. Any insist-
ence on settlement of grievances can and
will result in the loss of his ]Ob

_All workers in the plant will have the
# nul- cf a 'Iine cousianily hanging over

s !.'f&:;'ég;-._;. e s

AMBITION and STUPIDITY. Fear of the
inereasing militancy of the membership of
the International. The pent-up resentment
of the workers during the war years is be-
ing let loose today in demands such as la-
bor has never made before.

They fear the employers because they
have no weapon to fight with unless they
~can get and keep the support and confi-
dence of their membership. They fear the
government at Washington because they
know that this government will not heed
their pleas.

‘These bureaucrats fear ‘one another.
One might outdo the other and one may get
more publicity than the other in the capl—
talist press. .

WHAT TO DO _

Above all the trade union leadership is
afraid of the militant ranks of labor itself.
They are haunted by the imminence of
mass strike action. Not just the old-fash-
ioned strikes ground simple wage demands
bt strikes demanding the control of prof-
its, prices and perhaps later the control of
dividends. This leadership knows in its
own stupid way that such demands are not
mere trade union demands.

This is the meaning of the Ford “secur-
ity” plan. This is the meaning of the pro-
posal to arbitrate one day before the GM
strike. The UAW plan for Ford is a mon-
strous proposal There will be more of
these pioposals from the trade umon lead-
ership. The only way to save the unions for
the role which they ought to play is for the
militants to assert themselves. The only
effective answer to the surrender of the
trade union leadership is an offensive
against the capitalist employers:

Against GM, Chrysler, Ford, the steel
corporations, General Electric, Westing-
house.

Such an offensive can only be carried
through effectively if the real militanis in
the unions band themselves together to
push the top leadership forward or to push
them out. Such a step must of course be

‘given a correcl- progrummghc base, a cor-
nci moﬂvahon and :pusi' be baséd on the
firm and clear understanding that it it only
'I-hrougll the political orgummilogl of labor
‘that the Fords, du Ponts and all the iribe of
explo:l*grs can be finally defeated.

Readers of LABOR ACTION will
recall the material this paper carried
on the: umty negotiations ‘between
the Workers Party and the Socialist
Workers Party. The question of unity
arose when a minority group led by
Albert Goldman and Felix Morrow,
two leaders .of the SWE, declared it-
self in favor of the unification of the
WP and SWP. When the National
Committee of the Workers Party
learned of the position on unity taken
by the minority group, it addressed
itself formally to the National Com-
mittee of the SWP, proposing the
opening of negotiations between the
two parties with the aim of unifica-
tion.

The agreement ‘of the SWP to hold
such negotiations, as it turned. out,:
was simply a maneuver. It had:! no
serious intention to work toward the
unification of the WP and SWP,
throwing up one obstacle after-mns:
other. One of the issues involyed was
the position taken by the nepresentas.
tives of the Workers Party .in tweo
negotiating meetings that the Work-:
ers Party, sincerely believing in uni-:
ty but opposed ‘to the firlnly: .en~
trenched bureaucratic xzégimie in the
SWP, which was in violation of.wewv-
olutionary socialist organizational

‘princip&es, would retain. the right:'to -

issue, whenever it deemed necessary,
a tendency bulletin inside the SWP
under its own supervision and direcs
tion.

When asked by ihe SW-P why the
WP demanded this right in order 4o
guarantee its democratic existence,
the representatives of the WP made.
it clear that their party had no faith
in the kind of régime which prevailed

in the Socialist Workers Party. Dur- |

ing the negotiations, the representa-
tives of the SWP did not question
this right but subsequently made it
one of the primary reasons why unity
cowld not be consunmimated. They
stated that the Workers Party in-
tended to isspe such a bulletin im-
mediately after unification and fto
wage such factional warfare as to
destroy the mnified party. This is, of
course, unirue. .
The real reason why wunity is not
consummated is the fear by the Can-

- non leadership of the SWP of a strong

tendency within their party which
might challenge their leadership.
Since the issué of the fendéncy biils"
letin was made one of the primary
reasons why unity was impossible,
the minority group addressed the let-
ter published below to the Workers
Party asking it to restate its inten-
tions in this matter. The clarifying
reply made by the Workers Party
only helps to make the case against
the bureaueratic régime of the SWP
stronger.
- Instead of meeting the issue of uni-
ty forthrightly as it is posed by the
Workers Party and the minority, the
leadership of the SWP issued a warn-
ing to the minority that disciplinary
action would be invoked against it
if it proceeded to force the unity issue
in its present independent manner.
The minority, in turn, denounced the
action of the SWP Political Commit-
tee as “a typical piece of bureaucrat:c
thinking and acting.”

“Anxious above all to achieve uni-
iy, the minorily presented a formal
request to the WP fo pledge, in-the.
interests of consummating unity, not
to express the right of a minority to
publish its own tendency bulleiin
afier unity has been achieved.

“The Workers Party consented 1o
the request of the minority, Were the
Politica] Committee majority honest
in its attitude toward unity, it would
have applauded this intervention of
the minority. For thereby the osten-
sible obstacle to unity had been re-
moved.

“Instead, the majority fakes the at-
titude that nothing has been changed
by this lmpcrtant concessiopn of the
WP. Thereby the majority shows
that it used the tendency bulletin
issue merely as a pretext to justify
Cannon’s unwillingness to unite. The
hypocrisy of the Political Committee
majority on this guestion is thus
clearly revealed 5
. {The text of the .cor-respondence ap-
pears below.—Ed.)

-

SWP MINORITY ON UNITY ISSUE

November 15, 1945
Max Shachtman, National Secretary
‘Workers Party
114 W. 14th St.
New York.City, N. Y.
Dear Comrade:

The SWP plenum resolution on
unity, in referring to the proposal of
the WP negotiating committee on a
tendency bulletin in the united party,
merely states the following: the WP
“would insist on the right' to pub-
lish their own discussion bulletin un-
der their own control.” Ostensibly,
therefore, the SWP majority does not
take a position on this question. How-
ever, in the actual life of the party,
it has become clear that the majority
advances the tendency bulletin pro-
posal as a great stumbling block to
unity. )

For our part, we do not believe that
this is the real stumbling block to
unify. Nevertheless we believe that
it should be removed. The plenum re-
fused to take note in its resolution of
our distinction between the right to
a. tendency bulletin and the exercise
of that right. We believe that the
WP should make that distinction and
pledge itself not to exercise the right
in the united party under the follow-
ing conditions:

(1) That the SWP cooperate closely
with the WP for the purpose of pre-
paring the membership of both par-
ties for unity, and that after umty.
there will be real cooperation of the
SWP and the WP;

(2) That the SWP recognize the
right of a minority to issue -its own
bulletin for the purpose of convineing
the membership of the correctness of
its views. .

Needless to say,™nobody could de-
mand nor could the WP comrades
agree, to refrain forever from exer-
cising the right of a minority to is-
sue its own bulletin. No responsible’
minority would exercise that right
without great justification, but no
responsible majority would ever, pro-
hibit it from exercising it. If the
right is used unjustifiably, a majority
should easily be able to discredit a
minority for doing so. But a united
Trotskyist party is so ,all-important
today #hat for the sake o% it we appeal
to the comrades of the WP to pledge
themselves not to exercise this right,
subject to the conditions indicated
above, "

“Fraternally yours,
FELIX MORROW
for the SWP Minority

; .N‘ovember 27, 1945
Felix Morrow
SWP Minority Group
214 West 16th St.
New York, N. Y.
Dear Comrade Morrow:

Our Political Committee has agreed
to the proposals on the question of‘the
tendency bulletin made by the Mi-
nority Group of the Socialist Work-
ers Party in your letter of Novem-
ber-15. Your proposals afford us still
another occasion for reiterating and
amplifying our position. It has been
stated with sufficient clarity in our
written: communications to the So-
cialist Workers Party and at the twa
oral discussions that took place be-
tween the delegations of the two
Parties prior to the recent Plenum
of the SWP.

What was involved from the very
beginning of the discussion on the
unity of the two organizations was
not a determination of the Workers
Party comrades to issue a tendency
bulletin of their own on the very
first day of the existence of the pro-
jected unity Party, regardless of cir-
cumstances. For example, so far as
our Political Committee was con-
cerned, this was made clear in the
first report made by its representa-
tive to.a general membership of the
New York Local of our Patty, a re-
port substantially repeated to most
of the other Locals of our organiza-
tion several months ago.

As you know, the guestion in-
volved in reality was the right of the
minority in the united Party to issue
such a tendency bulletin. The SWP
Plenum Resolution is literally correct
in stating our position as an insist-
ence “on the right to publish their
own discussion  bulletin under their

own contrgl.” In the oral discussions-

between the delegations of the two
Parties, it was not we but the prin-
cipal representative of the SWP' who
called attention to the fact that, for
example, the leadership of the Amer-
ican Trotskyist movement, himself in-
cluded, had freely mpermitted the
Qehler group to publish an internal
bulletin of its own inside the organ-
jzation in 1934-1935. Therefore, he
added, it was not a question of the
“right” to such a bulletin “in the
abstract,” a right which could pre-
sumably be granted; but rather a
question of our “attitude.” We could
not then .and .cannot today construe
this othérwise than as a reference to
our -opinions about the present ma-
jority faction of the SWP. These opin-
ions we expressed candidly to the
SWP delegation. We pointed to what
is generally known, namely, the fact
that our comrades do not have suffi-
cient confidence in the present lead-
ership .of the SWP, particularly with

_ reference to its record toward inner-

party. opponents and critics, and are
therefore concerned with assuring
their democratic rights in .the united
Party by having the minority's right
to its own bulletin jointly acknowl-
edged by both sides. We are perfectly
ready to admit that abstractly consid-
ered this lack of confidence may prove
to be exaggerated, or even groundless.
In like manner, we admit that com-
mon work ,and common experiences
in the united Party may cause the
comrades of the Workers Party to
abandon their opinions on this score.
They are not ready, however, to
abandon them merely on demand.
‘What they are prepared to abandon
in the interests of unity, has already
been made amply clear and precise.
We consider it enough.

‘We can go further and say that
even the question of the right to issue
a tendency bulletin is, in a sense, only
the formal side of the matter. Ordi-
narily, it would not occupy the place
of importance it has been given in the
discussion on unity. As you so rightly
put it, “we do not believe that this
is the real stumbling block to unity.”
‘The “stumbling block” is the concep-
tion of the SWP Majority Group of
the kind of Party revolutiondary Marx-
ists should have and build. Our Party
shares with the Minority Group of
the SWP the conception of the Bol-
sheviks which was fought for with
such emphasis and clarity, especially
since 1923-1924, by Trotsky and his
supporters. The SWP Majority, in
practise and offen in words as well,
holds the conception of a “monolithic”

[
Party, which flies in the face of our
whole {tradition. We are compelled
to say now that unity of the iwo or-

ganizations is possible only if this

.conception is abandoned. It is pri-

marily in this sense that the question
of the tendency bulletin is so impor-
fant. It serves as the concrete iest,
at the present junction, of the con-
ceptions held on the kind of Party we
must build—a sterile “monolithic”
faction, or a united democratically-
centralized party of action in which
there is freedom of opinion and
grouping, and the assurance of dem-
ocratic rights for all views compat-
ible with the fundamental program

of revolutionary Marxism.

This is how the real issue stands.
To it, the other considerations can
well be subordinated, including ‘the
matter of whether a minority would
issue a tendency bulletin the morn-
ing after the unification, a year after-
ward, or at all. It is in this sense that
we are preparéd to accept the pro-
posals of the SWP Minority.

Fraternally yours,

MAX SHACHTMAN
Natlonal Secretary

F Workers Party
MS/CW :
Copy to: :
J. P. Cannon, National Secretar}r
Socialist Workers Party

116 University Pl

New York, N. Y.

Tresca Murder Anniversary

NEW YORK CITY—In the Great
Hall in Cooper Union Institute,
where Abraham Linceln once spoke
against slavery, prominent labor un-
ion officials and others who were Car-
lo Tresca’s friends will pay tribute
to his memory at a mass meeting on
Thursday, January 10. That will be
one day ahead of the third anniver-
sary of the unpunished murder of th_e
editor of the Italian anti-totalitarian
journal, I1 Martello (The Hammer).

Sponsored by the Tresca Memorial
Committee, of which Norman Thomas
is ;han-man, the meetmg is to start
at 5:15 p.m. This hour was chosen to
meet the convenience of many work-

ers who.wish to attend, Cooper Union

is at Fourth '‘Avenue and Eighth
Street. Admission will be freg.
Among those invited to speak are:
Edward Corsi, State Industrial Com-
missioner, whose father and Tresca
both came from Sulmona, an Iialian
mountain town, and who both were
political exiles from-Italy; David Du-
binsky, president, International La-
dies’ Garment Workers Union; Luigi
Antonini, president, Italian-American
Labor Council and general secretary
of Local 89, ILGWU; August Bellan-
ca, director, . Italian department,
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America; George Baldanzi, vice-pres-
ident, Textile Workers Union of
America, and Arturo Giovannitti,
poet, labor organizer and hlstonan

‘““Carlo’s * friends were of many

shades of conviction and . opinion,”

Mr. Thomas said in announcing the
meeting. “In the short speeches, how-
ever, there will be no controversial
guesses as to the identity of his slay-
ers, but only a united insistence that
the authorities hunt down the guilty
and that this country be freed from
the curse of murder as a political
weapon.”

Conduct of the District Atwrneys
office in the Tresca investigation was
sharply criticized by the Memorial
Committee in a recent pamphlet re-
port on the case, which has aroused
wide comment, but which has met
with no answer from Distriet Attor-
ney Frank S. Hogan.

Tresca was shot dewn in the dim-
out at Fifth Avenue and Fifteenth
Street on the night of January 11,
1943, i

CHICKEN EVERY DAY N

I suppose that there is hardly an infantryman
who has not said at one time or another during
his army career when the going was rough or the.

chicken was especially deep, “I sure wish now N

that I had enlisted in the navy. It's a lot better
deal.” A
Of course, even while.saying that, we had a

sneaking suspicion that the West Point riff-raff,
. ex-numbers’ mcket salesmen, professional boot-

lickers, founer college fraternity boys, pool room
habitués, bond salesmen, policemen, and the reac-
tionary and ignorant samples of the flower -of
southern chivalry who composed our oﬂicers had
their counterparts’in the navy.

Life magazine recently printed some interviews
with navy men that shows our suspicions to_have
been only too well founded. “They dislike the
Navy,” says the article, “for its traditional belief
that an enlisted man can’t think for himself; for
its tendency to make him a ‘prisoner of the ship’
while the officers are allowed to go ashore; anil
for its habit of paying less attention to its men’s
all-around intelligence than any other branch of
the service. . ..

“The veterans have seen a wealth of Nawy
supplies and man-hours of labor lavished on .offi- '
cers’ clubs in Hawaii, Bermuda, Noumea, Espiritu
Santo, Manus, Ulithi, Guam, Leyte, Samar, .a_lid
Saipan. They have carried officers’ gear and bag-
gage. They have toted provisions, beer and liquor
to officers’ clubs from freighters and éupp!y sh'ips,.

“Some have been on smaller craft where the
ship's movies were always held in the officers’
wardroom, with standing room only for the ,nien..
instead of in the general mess where all officers
and men could have been seated. They ﬁave ‘-beeh.
on ships where most of the welfare fund, or very
disproporiionate parts of the fund were spent on
such ilems as golf clubs, tennis rackets and _t‘ndt-
ball tickeis, which only benefited the officers.

“A radioman, now on the Seatile, part of the
receiving station at Pier 92 in New York, recalls
seeing gangs of Seabees and Filipinos work for
weeks at Manila to prepare the flower beds an.d
lawns of one of the Pacific’s largest villas for the :
occupancy of a vice adl.ﬁir_al." :

WHAT ABOUT THE ARMY?

1t is not surprising to find that some of the men
feel that" the contemptible treatment is peculiar
to the.navy and that things are better in the army. .
One navy man “suggested that the admirals study "
the human-relations set-up in the 1st Marine Divi-
sion, the Ist Cavalry Division, the Ist Infantry
Division, the Rangers or any- of General Patton’s
armored divisiors. ‘In those outfits the men. alwaxs
come first. They're fed first. They get to wash
first, if there’s a chance. They're bivouacked first

~and they're dug in first. And if it's a matter of

recreation, the officers start for their own only

after they've fixed it up for the troops to get
thei 1.Sl "

The wriler of this column cannot speak for most
of the outfits mennoned but I can speak of cond1-
tions within the First Division, of which I was.a
member for fifteen months. And I am sorry to re-
port to our navy friend that life in “The Fighting
First” was not only not as he imagines, but directly
the opposite. In short,\it was much like life in the
navy.

As a matter of faet, the life of the enlisted man
in all the armies and navies of the world is much
the same, except that the life of the enlisted men
in foreign armies is infinitely worse, Anyone who
had the slightest contact with foreign soldiers

knows the miserable conditions under which they |
exist,

THE BRITISH AND THE FRENCH

The redeployment situation in the “English
army, for instance, is worse than ours, especially
when it is considered that mahy English soldiers
have been fighting for six years and are still forced
to fight against colonial liberation movements all
over the Far East. From one rubber plant in Eng- .
land, 4,000 men were inducted into the army. To
date, only twelve have been returned through rede-
ployment, and six of them have been re-inducted
into the army.

The French enlisted man is no better off. The
French economy is so decrepit that it can hardly
sustain an army. A private’s pay is 180 francs a
nionth—or less than what an American soldier can
get on the French black market for two packages.
of cigarettes. Since the army ‘cannot furnish the
French soldier a complete uniform, he is. fomeil ;
to buy it on the black market (at 800 francs for
a pair of o.d. pants and a shirt) or make a deal
with an American soldier. Discipline is even more
peity and intense than in the American army. In
generals like de Lattre, who personally msgects
his men’s teeth and ‘underwear, and has palatial
headquarters builé for him by the enlisted men,
France has a general who can give even a human
zero like Pation a few lessons.

The discipline in the German and Japanese 3
armies was notorious in its brutality. .

It is useless to try to attempt to explam tms
condition by imagining that it is caused by mmnle ;
ignorance on the part of certain officers, that it
flows from bad precedents established by the Royal
‘Navy, or that it is simply ‘“the Army.”

As long as capitalism with its class society exists
there will also exist a capitalist army with an
aristocratic minority riding upon the backs of the
majority, who possess: almost no rights.

Since very few people in their right senses will
join a capitalist army voluntarily under “normal”
circumstances, and since -capitalist propaganda
has great difficulty in hiding the fact that the war
is solely for the benefit of capitalist profits, the
army has to be created and held together by force.

This force is wielded by the .officer caste, that
privileged minority which is bribed by capitalism
through better pay, the best cuts of - meat, a jeep

and driver, a softer bed roll, “aceess to - -nurses . for * /¥

social purposes, liguor rations, dog-robbers; ter-
minal leave, salutes, separate enirances to build- |
ings, private latrines, and bettér burials.
It’s as simple as that,
I

ddm e ey




LABOR ACTION| | ]

'December .17, 1945

"

PART

e

“Tead to an atomic armament race.”

Referring to the section of the bill forbidding the teach-
ing of nuclear energy theorics, (Jppcnhcunm said: “It could

stop science in its tracks.”

Lowell Mellett, writing in the Ncw York Post of October
23 said that “Many of the scientists who worked\ on the de-
velopment of the atom bomb fecl that science, as far as Amer-
ica is concerned, will be placed in a straitjacket if the present
. Administration bill for control of atomic energy becomes
law. They think, further, that passage of the bill will start
other nations off in a mad, secret race with us that can end
only in some nation puiting the bomb to use.”

Dr. T. R. Hogness, of the Atomic Scientists of Chicago,
called for defeat of the May-Johnson bill, stating that there
was a “clear-cut and strongly-backed effort in Washington”
to prevent them from “fully presenting to the public their
" ideas on the implieations and future control of the terrible
weapon they have placed in the hands of mankind.” This
statement was signed also by Dr. Harlow Shapley, Harvard
" astronomer, and Dr. Karl T. Compton, MIT president.

The Chicago group stated further: “A danger of a policy
of secrecy is that while we would be spurring on other na-
tions to develop atomic bombs, we might sterilize our fur-
ther development of nuclear physics and chemlstry in our
own country by withholding information from the majority
“The maintenance of secrecy in the
field of atomic developments will mean that vital political
decisions also will have to be made in secret without consul-

of our own scientists. . . .

tation with the people.”

By J. K
Russlan imperialism has engineered
. a revolt in northern Iran for the pur-
pose of using it as political blackmail
in its rivalry with Great Britain and
~ the United States over oil concessions.
The crime is not that the peasants
and workers of the province of Azer-
‘ baijan have revolted against the Ira-
nian régime, seized the land and
raised democratic slogans. These are
‘natural aspirations and we stand with
the Iranian people for them. The
crime lies in the fact that these "as-
pirations are subverted by Stalinist
Russia’s imperial concern in wresting
bigger oil concessions from the Brit-
ish-dominated Iranian government.
Already an Iranian delegation is on
. its way to Moscow to “settle’” the
conflict. Another Russian sell-ouf is
in progress.

LENIN GAVE UP CONCESSIONS

"To understand the sharpness of im-
perialist rivalries in Iran, it is im-
portant to know that Iran is the

« fourth largest oil producing nation in
the world, sending out 78,000,000 bar-
rels annually. It has been a coveted

\ prize of both the Russmns and the
British. since 1906. An agreement
signed between the Shah of Persia
(now Iran) and the Czar of Russia in
1907 conceded the northern section of

-, the country as a Russian sphere of

~influence. The British were already

in firm control of the south, where
the best oil deposits are located.
‘About 1920, the United States, through
rich oil concessions. given to the
Standard Oil Company and Iater So-
cony, also became a competitor in
Iran.

With the rise to power of the Bol- -*

sheviks under Lenin ,and Troisky,
all such Russian freaties were re-
nounced, the Soviet government re-
linquishing its concessions in Iran.
' This meant that when the Stalinist
Jbureaucracy decided to resume
Czarist imperialist ambitions, it
-~ had to start from scratch in Iran.
- The war gave the Russian state an
excuse for marching troops into
Iran. They are still there, despite
_the agreement signed by the three
- powers in Teheran to the effect that
“the governments of the USA, the
USSR and the United Kingdom are
at one with the government of Iran
~in their desire for the maintenance
of the independent sovereignty and
‘territorial integrity of Iran.”
- At this same Teheran meeting the
" country was divided ' into three
. spheres of influence. Russia was given
* the north, Britain the south 4nd the
© central grea was “neutral” The Ira-

. last year; when Russia demanded oil’

v

The Administration has outraged the entire scientific
wotld. Dr. Harold C. Urey said that passage of the bill, which
so far has the support of the Truman Administration,

e .
Britlsh. Aft,er the cabinet shake-up .

nizing a

“will

=

very slight difference in magnitude of destruction,

the military goes about with a war-as-usual attitude. The
former U. S. Chief of Staff, General George C. Marshall,
stated this viewpoint in his report to the nauon

“So far as they can see world conditions a denadc from

ceivable

now, War Department planners, who have taken every con-

factor ‘into consideration, believe that our . position

will be sound if we set-up machinery which will: permit the

Thel scientists, whatever their illusions about an interna-
tional agreement by the nations of the world today; have no
illusions about the May-Johnson bill, produced in the Senate
of the country whose “sacred trust” the atomic bomb is!

THE MILITARY MINDS AT WORK

And what of our military leaders—what effect does the
atomic weapon create on their thinking? They don’t, natu-
rally, advocate the outlawing of war. That would be asking
them to commit hara-kiri. They don’t call for the outlawing
of ‘thé: bomb, either. The stepped-up destruction of the
~ atomic bomb leaves little impress on these specialists in de-
struction. Some say, like Major de Seversky: “I don’t believe
the bomb is any more desttuctive than twenty thousand tons
of ordinary incendiary bombs” (!) Osherwise, besides recog-

Iran Revolt, Russia
And Oil Imperialism

concessions which were refused, the
pro-British Iactiqn was strengthened.
. Despite the rich oil flow, despite
the millions of dollars spent in the
country on installations for shipping
lend-lease supplies through to Russia
and despite the presence of Amer-
ican, British and Russian forces, the
internal economy of the ‘country
went from bad to worse.

The price of commodities rose 1o
fantastic levels while wages contin-
ued to be very low, and the peasants
continued in their old condition of
_virtual serfdom to feudal owners of
large dstates. Trade union and politi-
cal leaders were jailed and political
parties were persecuted. A parlia-
ment in which the wvarious political
parties have representation exists,
but policy and administration are
still controlled by the pro - British
feudal faction.

Against this background, the Ira-
nian democratic movement is devel-
oping very rapidly. The Stalin-con-
trolled Communist Party has taken
advantage of this sentiment by propa-
gandizing for a program that corre-
sponds to the wants of the people,
though its ultimate aim is not to
serve the people but the ambitions
of Stalinist Russia. Thus the Tudeh,
or Communist Party, which was for-
merly confined to the southern or
more industrial sections of the coun-
try, has extended itself under the
aegis of the Russian army, has be-
come the Democratic or Peoples Par-
ty and has organized trade unions and
peasant societies in the north. Its
program calls for division of the
land, local autonomy in the northern
provinces and collaboration with Sta-
linist Russia.

The Russian army digtributed arms,
sent in. 'gangs from the provinces in
Russia which border northern Iran,
broadcast propaganda from Moscow,
issued publications ' denouncing the
Teheran cabinet and virtual as-
sumed control of Azerbaijan and
Kurdistan, confining the Iranian
army to its barracks and turning
back police and soldiers sent from
the 'central government.

This is being done not to assure
democracy in these northern prov-
inces but to loosen the hold of the
Iranian régime. on those sections. It
is reported in the press‘that the Rus-
sian government has already gone
ahead with oil installations, despite
the fact that the concessions have
been denied. It is therefore a fore-
gone conclusion that in lending its
mass strength to further the aims of
Russian imperialism, the People's
Party will not be advancing the in-
terests of the peacxnts and workers
of Iran.

mobilization of an army of 4,000,000- men- withiit a pcnod of
one year following any mlemauonal crisis. resulung in a na-
tional emergency for the United States.”
powered rival nation could do to the United States, given.a *
year following an international emergency, the general does
not indicate. He must conceive that we, too, would have our
atomic weapons ready at a moment’s notice.

What an atomic-

Nor does the cataclysmic explosion that wipes out over
, 100,000 people at one stroke seem to have produced much
of a dent in the thinking of the New York Times' military
specialist, Hanson W. Baldwin. He readily admits the pos-
sﬂ:uhly of an “atbmlc Pearl Harbor,” but advocates as pre-
ventatives the development of air power, pilotless planes,
rockets and an enlarged and highly skilled intelligence serv-
ice! Our spies would keep us informed of atomic deve]ap
ments abroad; other agents would keep other countries in-
formed on us. : :
As a novel response to meet a novel situation the Navy
advyocates more ships. The Army, with true brass hat courage,
argues you still need an army, the infantry, to seize, occupy
and hold territory in order to clinch the atomic victory. They
do not say that with atomic warfare the action of an infan-
try, which may be the last patrol of the last nation left'on
the globe, may be a macabre job of seizing, occupying and
holding a no man’s land—all that will be left of civilization.

WHAT WILL CAPITALISM DO WITH IT?

Given the continued existence of capitalism, the pros-
pects for the use of atomic energy,in peacetime productive
channels are no happier than its military use. This is true
whether capitalism develops atomic energy on a wide scale
to revolutionize the power sources of industry or whether
capitalism doesn’t develop atomic power for peace at all. ,

In his testimony before the Senate Military Affairs Com-
mittee, reported in PM, October 15, Dr. Oppenheimer assert-
ed that “,
off, possibly five years or less. But to fit this into our economy
may take a long time.” Why? Because whether atomic energy
has industrial application and when “is a matter of economic

.a million kilowatts of electric energy is not far

policy.” Atomic energy could be manipulatcd so that “indus-

trial development would never occur.”

What Dr. Oppenhelmcr fears is that the fat¢ of atomic
ener rgy will be identical with' that of technological improve-
ments under caplmhsm Because produclnon for profit is the
mainspring of our capitalist society, and as a tendency to in-
creasing monopoluanon continues, the determining factor
in the use’of ‘any new dleO\"ely is: is it profitable? While the
industr ;al use.Of atomic-energy might be of enormous benefit
to society.as a whole, its use by present-day society might be
" unprofitable to the industrialists and financial overlords; the
two per cent who own seventy-five per cent of the wealth of

the United States. Many inventors today, whose discoveries,
.if put to use, would aid mankind, play the réle of b_Iackmail-,
ers of the trusts, because to put their inventions to use would .
entail the scrapping of already existing machinery, increased
. costs to the owners of industry and reduced prolits.

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN

Suppose capitalism did find it profitable to use atomic
energy industrially? Willem de Voorter, writing in The New
International, September, 1945, expresses what would likely
happen if atomic energy were developed under private own-

ership:

“Let us assume, however, that U-235 can be made cheaply
enough so as to become .a serious threat to present power
sources. While as yet the stuff cannot have any useful part
in our technical processes and is no immediate threat to coal
and oil interests, it then might be. Then we would see an
immediate change in imperialist policies, directed toward
uranium deposits as well as to oil lands. The entire imperial-
ist game will have to be reshuffled and again the people will!

have to pay for the game with blood and life.

“If we assume that U-235 or another new element or iso-
tope is tamed and becomes the power source wg are being
promised, the consequences will be, as far as the workers are
concerned, disastrous under a. capitalist system. A single air-
plane could serve for fuel transportation over the entire
world, delivering an ounce here, an ounce there. One has
only to visualize the unemployment resulting from its use
in power plants. Truly, the burden of labor would be lifted
from the shoulders of mankind, to make place for the bur-
dens of unemployment and hunr,rer on an ever-increasing scale.
Technological unemployment would reach staggering fig-
ures; and the capitalist would invent the slogan: a fair day’s
work for a fair day’s wage, when dictating conditions to those
he will employ. This might be interesting for the membéer-
ship of the AFL: Capstalzsm will feel perfectly healthy again:

Wallace and Jobs For All |

By Susan Green

Mr. Wallace’s plan for “Sixty Million Jobs” as prer
sented in his book of that 1.1tle has been embodied m
the Full Employment Bill, now almost choked to deat
in the labyrinth of Congressional red tape. In view of
the flagrant unconcern with which the problem of un-
employment has .been approached by the guardians of
private enterprise, Mr. Wallace’s optimism that capi-
talism can provide full employment appears well-nigh
ridiculous.

It isn't that Mr. Wallace doesn’t understand that there
are those who “wrap themselves in the flag of patrioi-
ism and do the dirty work of scoundrels.” He says:
“. ..the goal if sixty million jobs is attainable provided
that the pressure groups cooperate for the common good.
This may be a big ‘if.” True enough, it is. But it is also

a realistic and not a wishful ‘if.’” So Mr. Wallace keeps

smiling and believes that the FACTS will-cause the capi-
talists to change their ingrained greed and lust for self-
aggrandizement. :

Some of the facts are, indeed, colossal. For instance,
Mr. Wallace tells us that from 1930 to 1941 there was a
loss of 88,000,000 man-years of production—due to' un-
employment. That amount of labor power could have
peen transformed into $350,000,000,000 of wealth. To
equate this sum to the things of life could mean 70,000,-
000 homes at a cost of $5,000 each, which is about three
times what is necessary to clear all the slums of the

country. Or that waste can be equated to twice the -

value of all the capital stock of all the private corpora-
tions in the United States. Or it can be expressed in
terms of three hundred and fifty river valley develop-
ments like the magmﬁcent TVA.

CITING THE GREAT NEEDS

Apparently, such facts are not the ones that deter-
mine the conduct.of the capitalists and their politicians.
The facts that influence this gentry are contained in fat
corporation ledgers and in the figures of dividend checks.

Similarly, Mr. Wallace’s array of unfulfilled needs
that can form “the backlog to give us the driving power
for peace” is very impressive, and without any doubt

the needs are there-—waiting to be fulfilled. His list of

“unfilled orders” includes houses, hospitals, schools, rural
electrification, soil conservation, river-valley develop-
ments, improved and increased transportation facilities,
industrialization of the South and other backward re-
gions where people are under-employed and don’t pro-.
duce epough for consumption. And Wallace also::lists

the undeveloped human and national resources in other

lands, that have to be built up.

But again all these bursting human needs Mr. Wal-
lace confines within the fences of private enterprise and,
according to him, they must wait for the private capi-
talists to be won over “to the demands of peace and gen-
eral welfare.”

Now Mr, Wallace tells us in his book that even with’
FULL employment at WARTIME wages eight million
city families—not counting their country cousins—

~would still be getting less than $1,000 a year and would

be unable to “buy enough meat, eggs, dairy products to
raise healthy children” or keep themselves in good health.
Yet private capital, in which Mr. Wallace places so much
hope, is now fighting like a wild tigress for its cubs,
against the demands of labor to keep wages at thesé
inadequate wartime totals. Where, pray, is the basis for
Mr. Wallace’s hope that private enterprise will submit
to planning for full employment? -

In fact, Mr. Wallace reveals himself as a bundle of.
contradictions. On the one hand, he stands for an econ-
omy of abundance, as, of course, is implicit in any pro-,
gram for full employment On the other hand, however. '.

/ ¥

he is the ‘advocate of small business and small farms.
While it is true that small ‘enterprises tontribute to total
production, the basie truth is that both industry and agri-

culture have gone beyond the horse-and-buggy days, that °

big business dominates both, and that plenty for all the
people can be produced only on the basis of large-scale
industry.

The question, of course, is what to do with the giant
industrial establishmenis which are here to stay and
which are absolutely indispensable to an economy of
abundance. Mr. Wallace says he is opposed to monopo-
lies by great corporations and cartels. It is always fash-
ionable to be against monopolies. But the proof of the
pudding is the means proposed to abolish them, Mr. Wal-
lace approaches the gquestion with the outlook of the
small business man that he is. He wants the big busi-
ness government to help the small business man against
the great corporations and cartels. Might as well iry to
make Niagara fall the other way. .

. Like all pro-capitalist liberals, Mr. Wallace makes
sense iill it comes to the point of HOW. He is a great
champion of the “common good,” but only in so far as
it can be fitted into the system of private profit. He sees
the social evil in .the powerful economic and financial
monopolies, but does not take the logical step, namely,
that these industrial giants needed for an economy of
abundance, must become the common property of all the

. people, Instead, hé yearns for the good old horse-and-
buggy days of the small company and the small farm
—and small production!

NO PLANNING?

Similarly he hedges around the need for social plan-
ning. Indeed, his program, embodied in the unfortunate
Full Employment Bill, involves some kind of planning.
It would provide for a budget of annual employment
to see how many jobs private business is expected to
provide, how many municipal, state and federal govern-
ment cah be expected to furnish, and how many more
would be needed for sixty million jobs. Then the gov-
ernment would stimulate business into certain further
production by offering subsidies and other inducements;
and then the President would suggest to Congress addij-
tional government expenditures to make up the difference
still needed to give jobs to sixty million workers.

.. 'This Wallace calls “democratic planning,” but please,
please don't call it “Economic Planning” with capital
letters, because that means the end of private enterprise.

Unfortunately, Wallace is still a favorite with organ-
ized labor. In 1944 many CIO union conventions ac-
claimed him as their 1948 choice for president, By throw-
ing in their lot with a pro-capitalist liberal, with a self-
contradictory approach to the vital problems of the day,
labor retards the solution of these problems.

A WAY OUT

There are jobs for all—but not within the profit-grab-
bing restrictions of private enterprise. There can be
plenty for all—but only by socializing the means of
production and placing production under control of
workers’ committees, There is a new and full life to be
built—but not by bills gathering dust in the desks of
capitalist politicians nor by fattening up the capltahsts

" with more government subsidies.

The way to a new and fuller life is via a Wor.kers
Government that will end private profit and lead the na-
tion to Socialist endeavor. 'To break with the Wauaces
and' to take the road to independent poht‘.lcal action on
working ‘class'lines, that is tHe task at hand for labor.

Wallace's book simply proves how true this is.

'ATOMIC ENERGY: for Barbarlsm or Sbcmhsm"

A SERIES BY THE EDITORS OF LABOR ACTION
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there will be a well supplied pool of unemployed, and a col-

lege degree may be necessary to become an atomic spzttoon

nomic policy.”

cleaner, as in the good old days such a degree was demanded
from gas station attendants.”

Atomic energy, like every other labor-saving device under
the “free enterprise,” capitalist system, is a potentiality for
the good or evil of society. Under capitalism, profitability
in the long and short term sefse, determines the usé or lack -
of use of any technological, scientific or inventive advances.
The present stage of capitalist monopoly results in stagna-
tion. The big monopolists dominate economigc life and deter-.
‘mine, in a general way, the progress or stagnation of eco-
nomic development. This is what Oppcnhennel means when
he says industrial use of atomic energy “is a matter of eco-

"

As de Voorter indicates, the resulr. of a huge saving of

human labor by the capitalist application of atomic energy
would result in a huge army of unemployed. For when capi-
talism cannot make profits, it shuts down. Or, worse still, it

man needs.

prospects.”

deprcssmns.

Jersey flousing Crisis:

Effects lhe

By 8. BERG

NEWARK—In the midst “of the na-
tion-wide housing ecrisis, an open
campaign to oust Negro and low in=
come white families from their homes
has begun in New Jersey. In East
Orange, a predominantly well-to-do
suburb of Newark, the Planning
Board of the City Council has pro-
posed the condemnation of so-called
“blighted” areas in. order that mod-
ern high-priced garden apartments
can be built in the area. .

The “blighted area” is the only
working' class neighborhopd in the
city of East Orange and is occupied
by both Negroes and whites. Directly
affected are not only 150 small prop-
erty owners in the neighborhood but
also hundreds of tenanits who will
have no place to go if the scheme is’
pushed through.

The needs of the tenants are of no-
interest to the Planning Board which,
like the City Council and the'majority
of the city, is made up of ‘wealthy
commuters. Only a- determined fight

goes to war against competitor capitalist nations suffering
from the same disease of production for proﬁt—not for hu-

The fact that we live under a social order which per lUdl-
cally goes to war, and the relation of this to the peacetime
use of atomi€¢ energy, greatly concerned the Chicago group
of atomic scientists. In the questions and answers it wrote
up for Life on October 29, it stated:

i

“The scientists are often asked: What about the peace-
time application of atomic power? These, too, will depend
on how successfully the specter of atomic warfare is banished
from, the earth. We may look confidently to benefits which
the production of new radioactive elements will bring to sci-
ence, industry and medicine, since small-scale plants will be
sufficient to provide an abundance of thése invaluable tools
for scientists, doctors and_engineers. On the othér hand, only
in a world free from fear of war will it be possible to give full
freedom to the development of large-scale atomic-power

British Prime Minister Attlee stated, on the occasion of

* his visit with President Truman to discuss the, bomb, thal:
ninety per cent of United States efforts on atorruc energy were
now concerned with the production of atomic bombs, not its
peacetlmc use. Under capitalism, whether atomic energy is
controlled by the government or handed over to a monopoly
(du Pont has already been suggested) we are certain that the
bomb will not be abolished and that industrial application,
if it takes place, will benefit only capnal and lead to b1ggcr

will be able to keep the Council from

. condemning the area. Thus far .the
small property owners have appeared

at council hearings to protest the
plan, and the NAACP has held a meet-
ing on the'subject. Nothing, however,
has been done to mobilize the Negro
and white workers who make up the
tenants’ of the neighborhood.

’.I.‘HE REAL JOB

It is up to the'tenants. They must
insist that the “blighted area” sl}lmld
be condemned to make way for a
nousing project for low income fam-
ilies and not to raise the assessed
valuation of East Orange property.
Such a demand should go hand in
hand with insistence that the city
provide adequate temporary housing
for. any families evicted to make
way for the housing project.

Action has already been begun to .

initiate a united front of trade unions,
Negro organizations and working class
political parties to eampaign along
these lines. ’

telling the truth.

and Indo-China.

of the beasts of the fields. \
U. 8. REPLACES NAZIS

powerful United States imperialism.

profits.

world are identical.

Self-Rule for Colonies;
Bring the GI's Home

In its efforts to hide the real character of the world we live jn, the
capitalist ‘press will resort to anythmg Many times it even stoops to

And the current truth is that while millions of 'soldiers and sailors
in all the God-forsaken corners of the globe are sweating out- rpdeplo;r-
ment, allegedly because of the lack of shipping space, scores of A_mei-- i
ican-made ships are transporting the troops and matériel being used
in the horrible massacre of the native populations of China. Indonesia

The oase is simple: The colonial peoples want the r1ght to govern :
themselves. They want this right so that they can free themsélves from .
the exploitation which condemns them to a life little better than thaf.

But imperialist France, Holland, Brifain and the  United States want |
_control of these areas for economy, political and military reasons' of k)
their own. France and Holland, which themselves know what it means
to suffer under the yoke of a foreign ippressor, came out of the war so
economically weak, however, that they can no longer even be simple
and effective tyrants and murderers. The job had to be taken over by

That the United States foreign policy thereby becomes almost indis-
tinguishable from the policy of Nazi Germany should come as a sur-
prise only to those who believe that the war was fought for paper
ideals like “democracy” rather than because of the capitalist greed for

For the American soldier and sailor the present situation is a clear
proof of the old socialist truth that the interests of workers all over the

Withdraw the froops, ships and arms being used agamst the colonial
peoples in their struggle for independence!

Bring the American soldiers and sallﬂrs‘home. “

T, M.J'l.?'.' i
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