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pay.

of decent jobs.
FOR THE POST-WAR PERIOD:

3. Two years’ base pay grant to all aemobilized
veterans, with the option ‘of trade schéol I.ncl higher
educational faciities at xovemment b’xpthse ‘guar-

. antee of adequate family maintenance and knarnntee ?

'FOR A GUARANTEED
WAGE AND JOBS FORALL!

Workers Party Program for Organized Labor

FOR THE UNEMPLOYED AND VETERANS

1. Full unemployment insnrance be;inuin; with
$30. a week: for single men and women and gradu-
ated upward for dependeneres to all workers ' for
whom government and industry do not find jobs.

2. Absorption of all workers thrown into uhem-
ployment during reconversion’ by reduction of the
work-week’ with no reduction in weekly také-home

ownership.

labor.

4, A job for every worker with a guaranteed saini-
mum annual wage of $2,500 per year. A rlsing stand-
ard of living, by means of govemment praiming to
insnre the highest national production 'and incoine.

5 A guaranteed $5,000 annual income fto all work-

. ers’ families by means of a plarmed rise in the na-

government,

tional income and a'thirty-hour maximum work week.

THESE AIMS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH:

6. A $250 billion five-year program to provide de-
cent housing for all, ‘extensive public 'works, rural
electrification and meodification.

. Conscription of all war industries, nationaliu-
tion of the banks, big industrial monopolies and trans-
portation systems, and no' handing over of govern- -
ment-built and owned plants and facilities to private

8. A 100 per cent tax on all war profits above a five
per cent maximum on invested capital; a $25,000 ceil-
ing on total individual income, and a graduated capi-
tal levy on all accumulated wealth over $50,000 to
i cover war costs and provide post-war security for

THIS PROGRAM TO BE CARRIED OUT BY:

9. Contml of production by democratically elected
workers’ commitiees.

10. An independent Labor Parly and a workers-

ANNUAL

By V. P. JENSEN

With the complneenr gener-
osity of John D. Rockefeller
handing out shiny new dlmes.

George W. Taylor, chairman of -
. ‘the War Labor Board, has an-

nounced that the Little Steal
wage ceiling formula has been
lifted. _
Any employer may now grant
any pay increases providing
they do not entail higher prices for

his product. And with the triumphant-

mien ‘of St. George fresh from _sla}r-
ing his dragon, Mr. Taylor further
announced that wages could not be
cut ‘without ‘WLB .approval, glancing
around as if to say to a somewhat
cynical American labor movement,
“There, you see, we've really been in
there pitching for you all along.”

_This anti-climactical announcement

should burst upon the American labor
stene with somewhat less than atomic
bomb effect. As any one of the sev-
eral ‘million workers facing reconver-
sion unemﬁloyment could ably ex-
plain to éven a government official
with a seven-year-old mentality, this
WLB' ruling will be as helpful as
one of John D.s shiny dimes to a
starving family.

Several million workers face im-
mediate unemployment as war con-
tracts are ‘being cancelled. The gen-
‘erosity of employers who are fight-
ihg full ‘employment and adequate

‘unemployment . compensation  tooth .

and mnail so that they can go back to

the "days of a large pool of unem-

ployed and therefore cheap labor, is

hardly to be counted on. How many .
empl.eyees are. going to give 'pay "

raises “how? The -capitalist leopard

‘does ot change his spots, grow a

beard and become Santa Claus, even
with the encouragement of that not-
able humanitarian Mr. Taylor.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

‘There are 16,000 applications before
the Board for voluntary wage in-
creases that may be grantéd nqw
the Board announces, without letting
us into the secret of how many of
those plants will still be in business.
If every one of these wage increases
were granted, it would hardly 'be
a drop in.the bucket of the problem
of maintaining the standard of living
of American workers, which is the
avowed purpose of the new ruling.

For those whd are still working, the

,WLB announees that it precludes

wage cuts. This, however. does - not

mean that employers; are not permit- .

ted to downgrade workers or cut

hours. Furthermore, there are - six

hundred appeals pendlng before thie
(Contihued. on pa:e 2)
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Gates Tours For Workers Party

" As part of tﬁe Workers Party expansmn and recruit-
ment program, Albert Gates, editor of LABOR ACTION,
will make a tour of the Mldwest and Easbern cities.
Gates will speak in all c{t:es on {he problems of fecon-
veérsion and jobs for all, in which the reconversion pro-
gram of the Workers Party will ‘be the Teature ‘theme.

Beginning x» Syracuse on Septkmber 14, ‘the tour will
take Gates to. tme important industrial cenfers of the

- Midwest, up:to the Iron Range of Minnesota, He will re-
' furn to: cover mqetmgs in Philadelphla and “Reailmg on
: October T aud 8.0 ki : AL

-

While on tour. special attention will be paid.to, ‘the
organization of Labor Action Clubs, made up of readers
of LABOR ACTION and its sympathizers. All cities
listed in the sehedule are requested to take note: ‘and
begin preparations now for Gates’ meetings.

GATES TOUR SCHEDULE

' Syracuse, Sept. 14; Buffalo, Sept. 15 16; Detroit, gept

17, 18, 19, 20; Chicago, Sept. 21, 22; Streator, Sept. 23;

Chicago, Sept. 24, 25; Madison, Sept. 26;. Hibbing, Sept
.28; St. Louis, Sept. 3&

e Philadelphia, ‘Oct.: 7* Readmg, Oct, 8.5 .7 -

Al¥pn, Oct. 1, 2; Cleveland Oct
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A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

ONE CENT

The Road Ahead
For British Labor

By MARY BELL : '

The eyes of the world's workers
and oppressed have 'been turned
hopefully upon England just as
those of the world's rulers and ex-
ploiters have turned anxiously in the
same direction ever sinee the elec-
tion victory of the British Labor
Party.

The English workers, through their
tremendous’ mandate: for thorough-
going social change at the polls, have
given a mighty impetus to the battle
of all workers for complete emanci-
pation from capitalist exploitation
and ushering in a new era of pros-
perity, peace and socialism.

If British labor were to cast off its
profiteering, imperialist ruling class,
this would bé.only the beginning of
a chain-reaction whic¢h would spread
immedlately to “the ‘enslaved conti-
nent of Europe ‘and ﬂle colonies and
t6 the United ‘States as well.

How far the British Labor Party
dan go toward achieving the ideal of
world' labor depends upon many
things: (1) how™fat the Labor Party
itself pushes its avowed program of
nationalization of baglc industry and
banking, (2) = how ! militantly the
British workers presb for a solution
of their problems, (3) How, strongly
British and werld rfactwn wage a
counter-fight against! the Labor Par-
1y and 4) how su
ndvances toward social chénge.

'‘GRAVE PROBLEMS FOR LABOR

The tasks that confront the British-

workers and the British Labor Party
are 1mmeasur}\b1y difficult. ' British
jmpenialism, ‘although on the victors’
side in the war, énferges in little bet-
ter position than a wvanquished .pow-
ér. She is debt:ridden ‘as a result of
the war. She sufferéd tremendous
physical destrietion  through the
bombing raids “@dting the war. She
who lives by international trade, has
lost many of ‘her markets in the war.
8ix years of war have resulted in a

heavy loss of markets and ‘credits.

Being the oldest capitalist nation,
herself handicapped
with antiquated machines and fac-
tories, which add to her difficulties
in competing with the United States.
her ‘chief economie rival.

This is the legacy that Tory im-
perialism “hequeaths to the Labor
Party. Such a heritage—which pro-
duced the poverty, slums and bomb-

‘ed-out houses of the English working '

.class—is ‘the major reason that that
working class put the Labor Party
into office. s

Since Britain' is so nearly bank-
rupt, she depends upon foreign loans
and economic concessions to prime
‘the pump of British industry. For-
‘eign loans come exclusively from the
United States, the seat of world finan-
cial power. The abrupt cessation of
lend-lease, therefore, was an unbear-
able blo{v to both British capitalism
and the new Labor régime in Eng-
Tand.

Sir Staﬁ'm‘d Cripps, new president

Shlp Union Takes Lead i in Job Fight

“world laboi-

. - CAMDEN—Soine 15,000 workers
left their jobs here early last week
to ‘engage in a demonstration
against lay-offs anid for the 30 hour
week with - 48 ‘hours pay. The

1 of the CIO Shipbuilders Union.
(IUMSWA) which covers the im-

yards,

The
through . the streets of Camden
with -banners and sound truck.
‘Some 5,000 ‘gathered in City Hall
Square 'at fhe “conclusion of the
deinonstration ‘and heard Andrew
Reeder, president of the local, call
for a 30 hour week and 48 hours
pay ‘based on ‘government 'subsi-
dies. ‘Reeder ‘intimated that this
was only the beginning of mili-
tant ‘actions by the New York ship
workers “whose ‘heroic strikes of
10 yéars ‘ago 1aid the foundations
‘for the nationmal organization of
“shipbuilding workers in the indus
trial unlnn.

‘demonstration was called by local |

mense New York Shiphuilding Co.

demonstration marched

of the Board of Trade, warned that
“If lend-lease were cut off at onge,
obviously it would be a difficult-prob-
lem to get enough imports fo keep
us alive, much less provide us with
beautiful clothes.”

U. S. generosity is tied to its purse-
strings, and as long as lend - lease
served the common interest of Eng-.
land and America to defeat the Axis,
American aid was forthcoming. Now
American capital is racing its rival

(Continued on page 4)

By SUSAN GREEN

LLING AND
IDE THE JOBS!

Tlll hearings going on before the Senate Bunkmg and Cur-

rency Committee on the Wagner-Murray so-called full employ-
ment bill were summarized by Frederick R. Barkley in the New

York Times as follows:

"As developments go so far, almost everyone on Capitol Hill
agrees that full employment in the post-war period is desirable,
although there are mdicuhnns to the effect that it is also desira-
ble o have a few persons looking for work which they cannot
get, b_ecuuse of the expected salutary effect on the output of
others who have got their post-war jobs."

In other words, while most of the witnesses before the com-
mittee agreed "in principle” to the “desirability” of full employ-
ment, there are naturally those who would like an army of un-
employed-—not too big, of course—but big enough to knock down
wages and weaken the labor movement.

In the latter group is Senator Taft, Republican from Ohio,
and the Republican New York Herald Tribune, which is convinced

Seattle Boilermakers
End No-Strike Pledge

SEATTLE, August 24—In yester-
day’s biggest and most enthusiastic
meeting Seattle’s boilermakers have
had for many months, Local 104, AFL,
made history. In a series of decisions,

"the local took the lead in laying a

firm groundwork for effective and |
militant action' in protecting labor’s
interests: in' the immediate post-war
period.

Highlighting the meeting was a
unanimous: decision fo rescind the

. no-strike -pledge, This action_was .dis.

rectly provoked by ‘the Navy step of
forcing enlisted personnel of the Ship

Repair Unit to work at civilian tasks
.in a Seattle shipyard. Thus, the boil-

ermakers are the first in this area to
scrap a pledge which has hindered
all organized labor ever since it was

forced down the throat of American
workers.

The second punch in the union's
fight was the passage of a resolution
on unemployment compensation. In
distinction to existing state laws and
to,the propoaals of all the capitalist

pa]incians, the ® union resolution in- ¢

troduced the principle of unemploy-
ment benefits for the entlre period of
unemployment And mstaad -of ask-
ing for ‘the pittancg which existing
..laws_allow, the, xgmz.;gum amount. ad-
vocated by the union is:$40 a week.
This, it should bé noted, is a minimum
rate, for the lowest classiﬁcat&ons
The resolution, in part, states that
. with government guarantees on
proﬁts and a Litile Steel Formula

(Continued on page 2)

Workers Party Goes
On Mayoralty Ballot

The attempt to keep the candidate
of, the Workers Party, Max Shacht-
man, off the ballot in the ¢oming
New York municipal election has
failed. The objections to the nomi-
nation petition submitted by the New
York Local of ‘the Workers Party
have been withdrawn and the name
of the party candidate will appear on
the voting machines in November,

When objections were first filed,
the Board of Elections so arrapged
the hearings on them that it would
have been impossible for the Work-
ers Party, through its counsel, Rob-
ert L, Bobrick, to prepare replies to
these. Mr. Bobrick therefore obtained
an order from the court extending
the time. On the day of the hearing,
however, Mr. Witte, who had filed
the objections, failed to appear with
specifications on these. It was obvi-
ous that there was actually nothing
exceptionable in the petitions which
contained close to 14,000 signatures.

It is a standard procedure -for the

PHILADELPHIA — The 30 hour
week with 48 hours pay, financed by
a government subsidy, and the need
for an independent Labor Party—the
iwo most trucial questions facing the
Ameri¢an’ workingelass : today—were
debated here last ‘week at the regu-

lar monthly meeting of the Industrlal.

Union’ Council of! the CIO

The debate took place on the basis
of resolutions on these questions in-
troduced by Local 42 of the CIO
Shipbuilders Union (IUMSWA). Both
resolutions had been adopted by a
membership meeting of Local 42 on
August 19th as the first step in the
local’s campaign against lay-offs and
cuts in take-home pay.

The resolution‘on wage subsidies
asks that the government sybsidize
the 18 hours difference to permit
workers to earn a full 48 hour check
while working 30 hours a week, The
resolution points out that the govern-
ment took great concern to bubsi-
dize -industry ‘diring the war to: as-
sure it the profits it thoughi:neces-

"

Democratic Party to file objections
to the nominating petitions of all in-
dependent parties at election time.
In this way it hopes to discourage and
#care off the smaller parties, espe-
cially the working class parties, from
participating in elections. It uses ev-
ery trick in the deck to maintain the
two-party system, to see to it that
its only fival is the Republican Par-
ty, with which it can strike up a deal
on candidates and with which it has
no différence in program whatsoever

since both are the parties of the cap:
talist class.

Taking the initiative in the legal
fight to remain on the' ballot, the
Workers Party and its counsel were
helpful to the Socialist Workers Par-
ty and the Socialist Party in the mat-
ter of drawing up papers. In spite of
the fact that the Workers Party is
running a rival candidate ‘to those
of the SWP and the SP, it is our firm
belief that in a fight with the capi-

(Continued on page 2)

sary for. oparatmn. It further argues
that “govemment provided tax re-
funds that will assure .hormal profits
for at least two post-war ‘years, as
well as' subsidies to many industries
which' elaimed not to be making suf-
ficiently high profits.”

Basing itself upon. the pretedent
set in subsidizing. industry and point-
ing ‘out that labor has a far.pgreater
reason for demanding subsidies, the
resolution concludes “that' our Gov-
ernment immediately “institute ‘a na-
tional ‘thirty hour work week with
government funds to bridge the gap
between this rate of pay and the
forty-eight hour take-home pay prev-
alent through most industry Until re-
cent mass lay-offs.”

CONTENT OF RESOLUTION

_ The resolution ‘points out @ means
by which Labor can fight ‘for this
demand -by boldly calling for a Na-
tional Labor Holiday “in which all
labor ‘will ‘'demonstrate for the above

program which means, “Jobs for All"

NOW,” and &t living wages, and that

that the bill's pohnﬂnliﬂes
for harm are decidely greater
than those for good.” So is the
Democratic New York Times
opposed to the bill because it
"rests essentially upon a basic

distrust of private enterprise.” And
glowering their die-hard opposition
stand the powerful aggregations of
Republican and  Democratic capital-
ists. in the National Association of
Manufacturers and the United States
Chamber of Commerce.

EVERYBODY'S FOR IT

Nevertheless, those in favor form
' quite a list. President Truman, who
considers full employment legislation
a- “must,” -was upheld 'by cabinet
members Vinson, Byrnes, Anderson’
and in this week’s hearings Wallage .
Tawilll. ada” hls valce CIO President
Phil Murray is in basic accord—and
AFL President Green will undoubt-
edly express similar sentiments be-
fore the committee. James ‘G. Patton,
president of the National Farmers
Union, is for passage. Churchmen and
professors are on the list and so are .
representatives of the veteran organ- =
izations. There iz Senator Tobey,
Republican from New Hampshire,
accepting what he termed the “left-
ward"” tendency. And to ¢limax the
list of those in.favor are the “liber-
al” merchants, manufacturers and
bankers—all staunch believers in
“free private enterprise.”

Shall we say that the ayes have it,
that full employment is in the bag,
that 60,000,000 workers can toss their
hats into the air and dance a jig be-
cause their main worry is over?

The recommendation of LABOR .
ACTION and the Workers Party is :
that the hat-tossing and jigging had
better be deferred. The workers ¢an-
not rely on the capitalist system, the
capitalist government or a piece #f
legislation projected by capitalist
politicians to solve’the basic evils of
the private profit system. Let us
have a look at this Wagner-Murray
bill so optimistically called the full
employment bill. .

PROVISIONS OF BILL '

If passed, this bill would more or
less establish as a government pol-
iy that workers are entitled to jobs.
To this end the President would, at
the beginning of each annual session
of Cengress, present a “national pro-
duction and employment budget” giv-

(Continued on page 2)

this entire campaign be waged until.
victory is won on the fundamental
ground that there is! nothing more .
important or urgent than the right
of the men, women, and children of
our great country to “Freedom From
Want” and “Jobs Now."

. The resolution was rejected by a
vote of 33 to 28 on _show of hands. A *
roll call poll of the delegations re- .
sulted in 397 against and 220 for. The
resolution was opposed by the argu-
ment that the Council go on record
endorsing the reconversion program
of the CIO. Those who spoke in op-
position to the subsidy plan took the
position that it was up to the Council
to stand behind official CIO pollcy on
national questions,

The vote showed a slgniﬂcam. gain
in'the strength of the progressive bige
in the Councii. The Local 42 delega-
tion, which has for some time spear-
headed all progressive fights, was ’
supported by four locals of the Steel-
workers, the Transport Workers: '
- Union, locals 113, 118, and 119 of. the

(Continued on page 4)
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Labor Notes frOm the Northwest

SEATTLE—Opposition to the pro-
posed plan of Seattle’s police de-
Hartment to buy a fleet of armored
cars (as’ reported in the August 13
issie off LABOR ACTION) is mount-
ingi Afnong: the unions to protest this
plah were’ the’ Building: Service Em-
pldyeds; the: Lumber and Sawmill

Viorkers, the Boilermakers, and the
Séatfle: AFL. Metal Trades Council.

Exposing. the anti-labor policies of
thie Seattle police department, the
pﬁper “Workers Action” in its August
19§_ue quotes from an instruction
course: by Seattle’s police Captain
Vallet:

“Above all things, nefer BLUFF.

“Neveér permit. the use of unloaded:
weapons or blank cartridges.

“Never fire over the heads of riot-
ers. If any one is to be hurt, it should
bée the rioters . . .”

YSEQUENCE OF FORCE: (1) Phys-
ical presence of police, (2) Police
clubs or batons, (3) Chemical tear
gas, (4) Shotguns, (5) Revolvers .. .

“When it. is necessary to pse chem-
ical tcar gas and smoke, always use
in ample qu:mtlty e s

“Whitever force is reasonably req-
uisite is lawful .

Thus, Seattle’s po]lce like the po--

lice of every other major American
city, is geared for action against an-
‘ticipated “labor trouble.” And ex-
perience teaches us that what they
call “trouble” are usually peaceful
‘picket lines, which the police will at-
tempt to break with force and vio-
lence.

Now organized labor in Seattle rec-
ognizes the danger of this condition.

But, all resolutions, all protests, all

newspaper® articles in labor news
have, so far, only resulted in cynical
protéstations of innocence from po-
lice. and city officials. “Don’'t worry
about my big teeth they're only to
éat you with .

And as long as Seattle’s unions
take: the attitude that “politics are
nene. of our business,” the city gov-
, ernment will be able to act as it

Quit Stalling on Jobs - -

(Continued from page 1)

ing estimates of the total labor force
available for the next fiscal year and
how: much private and public invest-
ment would be necessary to keep it
employed, Then the President would
_recommend to Congress certain meas-
ures to be taken to keep up full em-
playment. This is, roughly, all that
the bill provides—except, of course,
that it supports the system of private
enterprise.

We will let two of the witnesses
who support the biM, in -principle,
show up its obvious flimflam.

Phil Murray, for instance, has his
doubts. At the hearing he offered cer-
tdin amendments. He wants the 'bi]l
to express government “responsibil-
ity" rather than only government
“policy.” He wants the definite word
“insuring” to be substituted for the
ambiguous words “prometing” and
“encouraging” with which the bill is
sprinkled. And he wants the right to
work extended to all persons “able to
work and seeking work” instead of,
as the bill provides, to “all Americans
who have finished their schooling and
who do mnot have full-iime house-
kéeping. responsibilities.” Obviously,
this so-ecalled full employment bill
discriminates against. young people

“and: women. Why the word “Ameri-
cans” instead of “workers?” And how
naive of Murray to think a few
amendments will fix everything! -

Neither is James G. Patton of:the
Farmers Union satisfied with the bill
as it stands. ‘He wants it to go fur-
ther and calls for a “guaranty” that
Congress would authorize Federal ex-
‘pbnditure on whatever projects the
Presidént declared necessary to make
the national economy run at full em-

¢ ployment. With Congress controlling
the. purse strings of the nation and
the, big business lobbies controlling
Congress, certainly the fear is amply
justified ‘that the money needed for
public projects will not be forthcom-
ing. And with this set-up, what good
would a “guaranty” be?

While witnesses nearer labor than
the. “liberal” merchants, manufac-
turers and batks show some doubts
and misgivings, from the latter came
_ral_:her unqualified support. F. R.
Von Windegger, St. Louis banker,
'eXpressed the opinion: “I think we are
leanlng' over backward to help private
enterprise in this bill.” Clarence
Avildsen, president of Republic Drill
& Ore Company, Chicago, admitted
the bankruptey of “free enterprise”
_m statmg “Everyone knows that the
‘buisiness man cannot guarantee con-
tinuous employment for his workers.
This business man welcomes the re-
sponmblhty of government for full
employment—to bolster private en-
terprlse He fears that otherwise the
‘American people would vote for a
change “just as they did in England.”

So the' proponents of the bill are
at unanimous. On closer view we see
that. while the “liberal” merchants,
manufacturers. and bankers regard
the Wagner-Murray bill as a_means
't_o thwart labor's rise to power 1o
take over of its own. interests; Mur-
ray and Patton, while supporting it,
stilll. think the 'bill doesn’t - go. far

enouﬁh to pm‘tect the interests of. '

pleases. As long as the political con-
trol of the capitalist politicians goes
unchallenged, the capitalist owners of
industry will be able to use all gov-
ernment agencies, including the po-

lice, in their own interests against
labor.

To be eﬂgctlve, labor’s struggle
against police- vielence must be
brought to a political level. The very

Whereas projected peacetime
production is to be on a‘ much
Jower level than wartime produc-
tion, involving layoffs. and. unem-
ployment on an unprecedented
scale; and

Whereas this situation is sharp-
ened by the return of ten:-million
service men'and' the: fact that the
retooling of industry to peacetime
production will inevitably intro-
duce improved labor-saving pro-
duction: methods; and L

Whereas neither industry nor

quate assurances that those to be
thrown out of work will ever
again be rehired;

Be it therefore resolved that
Local 104 demand. an immediate
introduction of the thirty - hour
week without reduction in basic
take-home pay; and

Be it further resolved that our
union shall insist on this, demand
before agreeing to the layoff of a
single worker; and

Be it further resolved that -our
union. shall enter into immediate
negotiations with companies un-
der 104 contracts, for the purpose
of enforcing our proposal; and

Be it further resolved that
copigs of this resolution be sent
to the Seattle Metal Trades Coun-
cil, West Coast Metal Trades
Council, the Northwest Boiler-
makers Council, and other West
Coast Ship Buildings, as well as
to the national: Offices of the AFL,
the CIO, the Railroad Brother-

BOILERMAKERS" RESOLUTIONS:

the' goverament have given ade-

"ies of this resolution be sent to

hoods and the United Mine Work-
ers, urging similar action,
L4
: \ i

Whereas, with government;
guarantees on profits and a. Litilg:
Steel formula straightjacket on
‘wages, wartime sacrifices: were
marked by an. enforced.inequality:
in favor of the big corporatlons,
and

Whereas this inequality of ]'lard- :
ship is brought into the post~-war
period through government finan-
cial sponsorship of reconversion,
without adequate guarantees
against. unemployment,

So therefore be it resolved. that
Local 104 demand that the gov-
ernment immediately pass an un- |
employment compensation, bill
allowing for a minimum of $40
per week for the entire period: of
unemployment; and.

Be it further resolved that thxs\'
resolution be sent to our senators..’
and representatives, to President
Truman and to the member of the
member of the congressional com-
mittee considering such legislatlon.
and

Be it further resolved that cop-

the Seattle- Metals Trade Council,
Northwest Boilermakers Council,
to the West Coast Metal Trades
Council and other West Coast Ship:
Building Unions, as well as to the
national offices of the AFIL;, the
CIO, Railroad Brotherhoods. and.
the: United Mine Workers, urging.
similar action. iy

labor and by reflection the interests
of the farmer. ;

WORKERS PARTY PROGRAM
LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party do not rely on the cap;tallst
system, the capitalist government or
a piece of legislatipn projected by
capitalist politician§ to solve the ba-
sic contradictions of the private profit
system. (See Workers Party Program,
page one.) Unlike Murray who shook
his finger at the Senate Committee

and warned that “the people will rec- .

‘ ognize the failure of private capital-
ism” if the bill is not passed, LABOR
ACTION and the Workers Party rec-
ognize now the failure of capitalism
which has already proved itself un-
ablehto give the people either eco-

nomic. security or peace. Therefore,
labor must project its. own demands
for full employment. It must further-
more be ready’to enter the political
arena with a class party of its own,
to fight for its own program.

The first protection against unem-
ployment is a guaranteed annual
wage for every worker. It should be
a minimum of $2,500, which is indeed
a mere pittance in this day and age.
The principle that men, women and
children have to live regardless of the
profits of the capitalists, must be
abolished once and for all time. The
guaranleed annual wage is the way.

Let profit be limited to five .percent
on invested capital—instead of ip to
five hundred percent and more. Let
individual capitalists be limited. to
$25,000 annual income—ten times as

New York Elections - -

(Continued. from page 1)

talist parties, the working class par-
ties ‘miist stick together. In 'this par-
ticular fight, the SWP and the SP
have also won the right to appear on
the ballot in the coming elections.

The campaign of the Workers Par-
ty will now center around the popu-
larization of our program, and in the
course of this we hope through de-

bate with other candidates and par- ’

ties. to show the superiority of our
program.

Lifting “Little Steal” - -

(Continued from page 1)

board, to which the Liitle Steel for-
mula will still be applied. And if any
- nasty employer disregards the WLB’s
pious plea not to cut wage rates, well,
Mr. Taylor has made it quite clear
that the Board will not ask for any
disciplinary action in the post-war
period. And even' this pitiful ruling
against wage-cuts applies only until
next June 30.

For too long, for four long war-
time years, a powerful American la-
bor movement, the strongest in his-
tory, permitted its hands to be tied
by the War Labor Board and its ob-
servance of the No Strike Pledge,
while the capitalists raked in golden
«profits and post-war reserves. Now
that the war is over, the capjtalists
sit back on their fat reserves, labor
faces a bitter period of unemploy-
ment and depression, and the WLB
throws them this bare bone of suste-
nance, the belated lifting of the. in-
equitable Little Steel formula, at a
time. when it has no meaning.

The substandard minimum wage in
this country is fifty -five cents an
hour. Congress ‘vacations as cutbacks
seﬁq the country zooming into mass
unemployment. And the War Labor
Board fiddles with the lifting of the
Little Steel formuld.

LABOR'S FIGHT
The American labor movement.faces
an unprecedented crisis.. A -‘decent.

LABO}{ ACTION readers are urged
to keep in touch with the campaign
through the pages of the paper as
well as through writing to the Elec-
tion Campaign Committee for litera-
ture -and notices of meetings.

Elsewhere in this issue we are
printing a letter by the New Yo_rit
Local of the Workers Party ad-
dressed to the- Sncmllst Workers Par-
ty in which investlgaﬁon of the pos-
slbilitles of joint activity was pro-
posed

standard of livinig for American wo.rk-
ers is at stake. The unions, now be-
fore it is too late, must fight for full

~ employment and jobs for all at a

guaranteed annual wage. They must
turn their backs on such government
agencies as the WLB and the govern-
ment which instituted such -agencies
to keep wages down.

On the economic front, the imme-~
diate period must see militant trade
union struggles against the attempts
to cut wage rates, and unfon stand-
ards no matter by what ruse, And this
struggle can only have meaning if
labor organizes itself politically to
fight. for a governmént that can plan
for full employment, for jobs:for all
at a decent standard of living.

American workers must organize
their own independent labor party to
put into power their own govern:
ment, one that can organize society
rationally for peace as well as war.
Otherwise, they can only expect such
meé¥hingless gestures towards the- so-

"lution of the problem of maintaining

a decent standard of .living as this
one of the War Labor Board, which
in peacetime as in wartime fulfills its
funotion of heading. off:“labor’s.- de-

presence of labor candidates for puhIL£
lic office will make the  present job'
holﬂm think, twice before using vio-
lence. against. unions.—LABOR. AC-
TION iurges the formation of-an In-
dependent Labpr Party, to act.as the
political, arm  of; the.labor movement,
and to; end the political company-
unionism of: the . DeLacy (Stalinist
fellow-travelgr): type.

By. B. DONALDSON

SEATTLE—Fifteen, hundred mem-
bers of; the Steamfitters: Union went
out; on; strike. in the, Seattle: ship-
yards over the, allocation of work to
the. Coppersmiths' Upian.

Workers in, the: yards: are asking,
“Will Labor gain by this dispute?
Will- we get. any more. jobs or. any
more take-home ;pay? Isn't this a
helluva time; for one union to fight
agamst aneﬁhaﬂ"’

No: wonder. Lamont, manager: of
Todd Pacific, can sit back and say
that “the: company, is not a parfy to
the. dispute.”’ But. under his breath
he is probably; saying, “Go ahead,
boys, as long as you fight over the
few jobs, we have to hand out, you
won’t be hitting me up for a 30-hour

" week, with no reduction in pay, or for

double time: for Saturday.”

The: Metal: Trades Council fun®-
tioned: fairly well to unite the many
shipyard. unions as long as work was
plentiful. Now: that layoffs have come,
the Steamfitfers’! union has fersaken
the struggle of the workers for. jobs
for all, for a struggle only in their
oW Narrow; mtﬂrests

Tha dxsnute belween the, Steam-
fitters: and.: .the Coppersmiths should,
show to every worker the need.for an
industrial union, where steamfitters
and: coppersmiths, boilermakers and
machinists; sheet metal workers and
scalers cap unite to demand. that the
capifalists who own the. yards. fur-
nish: jobs for all by reducing. the
work week.

much as demanded for a worker's
guaranteed- annual wage should be
plenty for any man.
At e hearing Murray hedged
around, another démand that labor
" must .make, He said: “If. the plants
are not soon started up to make jobs
and turn out goods, the average citi-
zen is going to ask: ‘Well; why, doesn't
the government, hire engineers. and
managers to. operafe those factories
the way it was: dpm_a durlpg the
war?’” Is that the way, for a leader
of labor to talk? Why dopes he not
now. make the demand for the na-
tionalization of big mdnstry to make
jobs and turn out goods?

NATIONALIZE BIG BUSINESS!

LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party make the demand NOW that
no government-owned plants’ be
turned over to private® capital and
also- that big business be national-
ized to be run for use instead of for
p;'oﬁt Furthermore, we want this
done by a workers' government and
we want the industries put under
workers” control. We don’t want the
same old skin game with a new pack
of cards,

Another demand. madg by LABOR
ACTION and the Workers. Party
stands out in, contrast to the tpllow-
ing.

At the hearings before the Senate
Committee T. J. 8. Waxter, Chairman
of -the, National, Committee on Pub-
lic Social Policies, said: “The war. has
tan,ght me that if we spend $300,000,-
000,000 making war. goods to. be shot
away, we can. at least spend a,_small
part ef that sum fo expnrimeut on
how to make a peacetime. economy
produce as fully as the wartime econ-
omy has,” Such. a statement, while -
sounding goad, is really an ipsult to
the working men and women who
are worrxl.ng about . unemployment.
Why should ‘$300,000,000,000 be shot
away for war and only “a small part”
be spent for peace! LABOR. AGTION
and the Workers Party don't see why
as much and;more:should mot be spent,
for peace. '

Therefore, we .demand a $20,000,-
000,000. public. building. and- construc-
tion program for the next five years,
to provide jobs.for workers and more
and better housing.and public facili-
tiesfor the whole people. Where will

-the money..come from? A capital levy
on accumulated: wealth, Let.-the rich
who were:made richer: by bloedy war
profits, disgorge. 'Let those who have
.appropriated::the wealth of :the land

be made to give up for the public

gaod.

That Murray, Green: and-the other
labor leaders ‘do-not come out:for all
these.:sober and. attainable: demands,
but :instead. stand:; shaking ‘their fin-
gers -at. Senate Committees warning
the:latier that: the workers will: make.
these ‘deémands’if the.capitalist. gov-

-ernment deesn’t: throw them. a bone
—means 'that such false and timid
leaders - are -behind .the times.

The rank.and; file of labor, in its
march: for.a:better life, must-bypass

-itsfalse: and 'timid leaders. ‘The pro-
rgram ~of. LABOR; ACTION and !the:
Workeys :Party.fit, the: needs rof {the:
day. It should be supporied by, all

. progressive workers,  ,

T Sopfomber 3'. -194_5

l Job-Hunting Days Are Here

IN DETROIT

To the Editor; LABOR: ACTION
Dear {fm

1 am one of the quarter of a mil-
lion “reconverted” job veterans so
far in Detroit. The end came so fast
—like a light going out when you
push the button—that it left me a
little dizzy and I had no little\trou-
ble finding my way to the nearest 8-
hour-long unemployment insurance
line. I finally got there by following
the crowd.

“This great “free enterprise” (which
the capitalists dumped. into the gar-
bage can when they pad to produce
for war) sets you “free” from work,
no doubt, and sure demands plenty
of “enterprise” to live on 20 dollars
a week (if you get it).

Last Monday, I had a job. Why?
Because the government bought the
stuff we made and guaranteed the
company’s profits. Thursday, after a
two-day celebration, I report to work
and find a lock on the gate. “Sorry,
boys, we're reconverting,” The com-
pany was not sorry for itself, but for
us poor suckers. The government had
guaranteed them millions in profits
for “tiding over” purposes in the
reconversion. We have. to scrub along,
at the old prices, on 20: miserable dol-
lars a week,

The. government. took care of the
company for reconversion, it gave
them a nice million dollar “cushion.”
Why doesn’t the government give us
workers.a “cushion” in the form of a,
living, wage. during the reconversion?
Even an idiot of an apple-polishing
Iine—toreman shoulld see the answer;
because: it's, their gove;nment. not
our gpvetnmem and, what we need is
a wm:kers government that will work
for us.

Local

NEW YORK—On Thursday, Aug-
ust 23, Gould-Mersereau workers, re-
cently organized by UAW Local 365,
won the first. round of their ﬂght for
union recognltlon,

first working. day in peacetlme this
hardware and. drapery company laid

oft-90. of its 200 employees, many out.

of semorlty These layofis were not
the result of the ending of war con-
tracts but part of the company’s con-
certed effort to break the union by
breaking, the ma,rale of the workers

This. campany in its. forty. years of-

existence has never had to deal with
a union. Their aim was to make the

workers ready. to go. back g sweai-
shop conditions by making them
fearful of losing their jobs, But.Gould-
Mersereau and company did not pount
on opposition of its workers. The
action of the company in the layoffs
raised the fighting spirit of, the work-
ers, both those still in the shop and
those laid off. The layoff was one
provocation too many when everyone
in the. shop knew that for the past
vear at least 50, percent of its pro-
duction was civilian goods.

Shachtman, Gates, _Ldnd, Speak at W. P. | M‘éetiﬁg;

A New York audience of two hun-
dred and fifty people heard Max
Shachtman, national secretary of the
Workers Party and. candidate for
Mayor of that city, analyze the recent
election victories of the British La-
bor Party at a maetmg on Fnday,
August 17.

Shachtman emphasized that the
tremendous. voie. given to the Labor
Party by British workers, middle-
class elements and servicemen repre-
sented a desire for a thoroughgoing
change in the social and economic
_structure of Great Britain, a desire
for socialism. The election victory, he
predicted, would lead to a resurgence
of militancy among the British work-
ing class as well as those of Europe
and ‘the colonial -peoples of the Brit-
ish Empire.

In the United States, Shachtman
pointed out, these eglection results
should spur on the drive for inde-
pendent political action on the part
of American labor. '

I

Los Anggles Readers:
, ot

ATOMIC POWER~—
FOR DESTRUCTION
OR SOCIALISM?

SPEAKER:
‘HAL DRAPER

Los Angeles Embassy Auditorium
843 8. . Grand, Room 201

Fridey, September. 14, 8:00 B, M

better working.
conditions, and job. security. On the’

And at'ter reconversion? My com-
pany told us they didn't know how
many of the seven fthousand men
they'd need after they started on a
peace-product. In other words, no
guaranteed profits, no guaranteed
jobs. Now, as before the war, what
keeps the plants down or partially
working is the boss’ greed for profits.
For war work, the government plans
production and the output is amaz-
ing, Each company works accord-
ing to a central master plan. For
peace, each company is let loose likeé
a capitalist wolf in search of fat,
profitable lambs; each capitalist is on
his own and the devil take the work-
ingman.

I write you this letter after spend-
ing eight hours registering for un-
employment compensation, Surprise!
Of. course,
would be any layoffs and unemploy-
ment so no plans were made for
speedy processing of claims! What
else has a worker to do but to kill
8 hours in order to answer itwo min-
utes of questions? In the small things
as in the big things, the worker gets
the dirty end of the stick. And this
worker for one is fed mp and wants
to turn that stick around for a change.

G. S.

IN NEW YORK

Dear Editor:

After covering the private agencies
for a job, I reported to the Unem-
ployment Insurance Office to regis-
ter. The small room was crowded
and Kumid. I filled out an application
along with many others. An elderly
lady standing near me had a rather
frightened look upon her face. I
asked her what the trouble was and
she replied: “I don’t think I know

365 Wins Union Fight

The union membership met on the
day of the layoffs and voted to go
on strike to protest the lockout of
half the workers and the refusal
of the company to bargain with the
union.. The Local and the Regional
Office of UAW authorized and sup-
ported this strike. On Monday the
plant was 100 percent shut down by
the workers. The workers picketed
the shop for four days with support
of other 365 shops. No one crossed
the picket line except a few fore-
-men. {most of the foremen agreed to
stay out), two company: stooges and
six scabs.

On the fourth day, Thursday, Aug’
23, .the compapy lawyer and the
union negotiating committee met be-
fore the NLRB. The union negotiat-
ing committe won. The company
signed a statement recognizing the
UAW-CIO as the bargaining agent
for all the workers in the shop which
the company had refused to do ever
s.ince the UAW-CIO won the NLRB
election on May 15, 1945. The com-
pany agreed to start bargaining on
the contract. Th& company agreed
to give the union seniority list,'job

The audience responded to a call
for financial support for the New
York election campaign of. the Work-
ers Party with a donation of $247
and bought two hundred copies of
the first Shachtman-for-Mayor eclec-
“tion campaign pamphlet, “How to
Get Jobs for All," to distribute amaong
their shopmates. '

[ ]

Friday night's public meeting of
the Philadelphia branch again demon-
strated how effectively* the program
and ideas of the Workers Party are
being accepted and responded to by
the forward-looking militants of that
area.

D_e_spite‘the usual lack of co-oper-
ation of the weather man, an audi-
ence of fifty came to listen to Max
Shachtman, who was ill, and instead
heard Albert Gates, editor of LABOR
ACTION, and Ernest Lund, manag-
_ing editor of The New International.

Gates emphasized the inability of

Seatt]
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straight-jacket on wages, war-time-
sacrifices were marked by an en-
forced. ina"quallty in favor of the big
corporations . . . this inequality. of
hardship is brought into the post-war
period through government financial
sponsorship of reconversion without
adequate guarantees against unem-
ployment

Yes, the bosses of the Northwest
really took a beating last night. In
another stiffly - worded resolution on
the 30-hour week, the union declared
that “before agreeing to the layoft of.
a single worker,” it will “insist .on
. . . the immediate introduction of
the thirty-heur week, without reduc-
tion 1n the basic 48-hour take-home
pay.” o

A further motion, passed unani-
mously, drew swift reslstance from
13th. Naval. District headquarters.
The union decided to return to its
pre-war policy of demandlng dou-
ble, time for all overtime, with ail

&

Saturdays and Sundays. automatmal!iv |

cansgdgred as such

no one expected there '

how to fill this out.” I filled the blank
out for her and had her sign her
name. She wasn't the only one im
such a predicament. Many people
found it difficult and were searching
for help. People were afraid to stop
because the lines were getting longer.

There were many lines, all of them
long, and no indication as to which
one to stand‘in. There were no chairs
available for the long wait.

Women were holding babies. They
no longer had jobs and couldn't af-
ford to leave the children in nurse- A
ries. Elderly men and women were N
waiting two hours in line before
reaching a desk only to be told, very
often: “You're on the wrong line"”

r “This office doesn't take care of
your district.” Then another long e
wait, '

While on line a woman told how 3
she had been to the USES in the 2
morning, waited three hours, and
didn't get near an information desk.

These people all worked steadily
for the past few years, paid their
money into the social security fund
and now they are pushed from one
line to another, from one office to
another,

"In order to collect money that be-
longs to you, which you've paid in
regularly, you must patiently wait
one day a week at USES and another
day a week at the Unemployment
Insurance Office. The money is given _ red
out as though it were a handout, not FLn
as though it belonged to us. :

At USES the clerks inform ‘all that
they can't expect to get the rates
they've been getting, but must take
twenty and thirty cents less an hpur.
And if they don’t want that, or want
to look on their own for possible
jobs they can’t collect the unemploy-
ment insurance check every week.

descriptions, and c}.a.ssi_ﬁcatien. of
each worker in the shop.

Contract negotiations began on
Monday. Some of the demands of the
union have already been met as a
result of the strike: seniority, job
dsscriptmns, classification of edch
worker. The demands of the union
now are: vacations, sick leave, six
paid holidays, and a genergl raise
of ten to fifteen cents.. July 1 has
been set as the retroactive date. The
prevailing rates for women in the
shop are 65 cents fo 72 cents. The
average rate of the men is 80 cents
to 85 cents though a few top men get
95 cents and. the toolthakers get $1 65.
These rates are not the top rates ac-
c_q_r_d_mg_ to wage scales which the eorp—
pany has approved by the WLB.

Local 365 has once more shown the
way. Fight for jobs and job secur-
ity. When Gould{Mersereau hires
again every union member will get
back his job. Without the union the ;
company ¢ould hire non-union peo- -

.'I
)
@ |
a2

ple at below union wages.

capitalism to solve the problems of
the majority of the people—to afford
a decent standard of living, freedom
from want, job security and perma-
nent peace. He pointed out that only
a_society governed by the working
men and women who create all the
wealth can do.these things.

Comrade Lund_urged all of those
who realize the necessity of building
a better world to join the Workers
Party. “Its program and. principles
are the tools to do' the job,” he said.
“Your hands must wield those tools 2
He spoke of the gratlﬁcatlon and
spiritual satisfaction in fighting for
idebls which give promise of a new 3 S
world of plenty for all.

During the question period the keen
interest of the audience was appar-
ent. Quantities of literature were
sold and several interest ' blanks
were handed in.

NEW. YORK READERS:

MAX SHACHTMAN

/ £

Workers Party Mayoralty

Candidate, Speaks on
Origin and Meaning | 5
of World War Il

l".irst in a Series of Four Meetiugs
,to be held on the Roof. Terrace of
the Hotel Diplomat, 108 West, 43rd |
' Street. Tickets $1.00, for series at
114 ‘West '14th Street.
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No Labor Candidate
In Detroit Elections

Richard T. Frankensteen, a vice-presi-
dent of the United Automobile Workaers,
.CIO, is a candidate for Mayor in the in-
dustrial heart of the United States, De-
troit. He received the highest vote in the
primary election. Currently he is cam-
paigning against the incumbent Maye
Jeffries in the runoff. election.

There is no doubt that many Defroit
unionists and workers in generﬂl vcl!ed for
Frankensieen as a “labor man." Becduse
he is an official of the largest union in ‘the
CIO he makes a tremendous appeal to the
workers as against a corrupt, anti-labor
~municipal administration which has righﬂy
~earned the hatred of both Negro qncl
wlll!e workers. In addition, he has ihe sqg
port of the labor-organized !’ohtlcal Ac-
tion Committee.

Labor has shown again, in the Detroit

" - primaries, just as it demonstrated in the

last national election, that it wields tre-
mendous power at the polls. when it votes
in an organized way, as it did under the
direction and persuasion of the PAC

NOT A LABOR CANDIDATE

That is why it is so deplorable that the,
powerful Detroit labor movement has not
put up a genuine independent candidate
running on a Labor Party program to -
challenge the capitalist parties in the
mayoralty campaign!-

For Frunkensieen is_ not a labor . candi-
date. 'I'he "non-partisan’’ cllqrachr of ﬂ!e
Detroit elections should fool no one. Frank-
ensteen, whose nommnhon was pui in by
a friend as a personal favor and not in con-
sultation with his union or even the PAC,
~is a leading member of the Democruhc

Party of the siaie of Macluggn dnd IS
pledged. to its program and pafronqge.

As if to dispel any doubts about his
candidacy, Frankensteen himself iterates
and reiterates that he is not “a labor can-
didate,” nor_ will be.be a “labor mayor” 1f
€lected.

Frankensteen’s program is not that of
a genuine labor candidate. With his talk
about housing and cleaning the rats out
of Detroit, his program is no way distin-
: gulshed from that of his rival for office.

Frankensteen is merely conhnumg in
politics the role he has played in lhe Iu—
bor movement. Thousands of workers re-
member his servility to governmeni qgenr
cies throughout the war and his qlefenjlsl'
policies before the anti- Iubqr drive of the
big corporahous.

The past hlslory of the American labor
movement is studded with examples like

" that of Frunkensleen—vgllere a labor oiﬁ-
cial has run on a Democratic, Repubhcun
or so-called non-partisan. ticket, garnering
the labor vote for the same old cuglhllsi
program. If the same Frankensteen, how-
ever, were a candidate of a I.abor I'ar'ly
and thereby subject to its progrum cm(II
control, we would suppor him.

The Militant, organ of the Socialist
Workers Party, supports Frankensteens

- candidacy on the basis that “with sound
class instincts, the Detroit workers cast
their votes for Frankensteen, not as an in-
dividual, but as a representative of the
labor movement, as an independent 15.’«,‘?;0,1'
candidate in opposition to all the capital-
ist candidates.”

DANGER OF FRANKENSTEEN

The delicate phrasing employed by our
contemporary weekly does not qccuruie‘y
portray what the situation in Detroit is.
That many workers believed some of these
things, is true. But The Militant is anxious
in this editorial to express what it believes
is true, namely, that Frankensteen is a la-
hqr candidate, an independeni- one at that,'
Min opp‘os:hon to all- the capitalist candl-
dates.” i

What will result from such a belief, if it
hecomes widespread among the workers,
is that upon Frankensteen's. leq}lpl’ u'
mass disillusionment, will. folow: that could -
nnly hurm the movemenf for a Lubor qu-

m-mm
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On the day after he took office, Frank-
ensteen would demonstrate what he means
when' he says he is “not a labor candidate,”
but a free agent. The professional politi-
cians would then say: “See Wwhat you get
for supporting an ‘independent.’ a ‘la-

bor’ man. You can’t trust them. Return -

to the fold of the good old two-party sys-
_tem. ” For Frankensteen’s real role in this
electlon is to head off; not to promote, the
movement of the masses for genuine inde-
pendent political action.

If labor is to solve any, of its problems

fulf employment, a guaranteed annual
wage, security for everyone —it must
break once and for all with capitalist poli-
"tics and with the servants of capital, no
matter what their disguise, and form their
own political party. .

'I‘Ile British workers showed one wuy to
gl_ it. American labor already has the

' means_io do it, by transforming the PAC -

info a Labor Party. Then, the independent
political march of the workers in this coun-
fry will have begun. Frankensteen does not
represent that independent path. The truth
is that labor does not have a candidate in
the Detroit election for Mayor. Franken-
steen is not such a candidate and should
noi be. suppnr!ed by labor.

China: Baitleground
Of Imperialism

The war of China against Japan, which
began officially eight years ago and unoffi-
éiailly twelve years ago, started as a war
of the whole nation against Japanese im-
perialist enslavement. China was: then
ruled by a -eorrupt government concen-
trated in the hands of reactionary finan-
ciers and mdustrlallsts led by Generalis-
simo Chiang. This government and -the
class it represented enriched itself and the
Chinese capitalists by cruelly exploiting
the great mass of workers and peasants.
Yet because China was a non-imperialist,
semi-colonial power, her war against the
predatory Japanese was a progressive
war deserving the support of world, labor.

When the Second World War broke out,
it chunged the situation fundamentally.
Ching’ chcme a member of one of the im-
perlullsf camps — a subordinate member,
tfo be sure, completely subservient to the
lnhresis of American imperialism. Her
role in the war as an anti-imperialist nq-.
tion was ‘transformed to an imperialist
one when she joined one of the imperialist
coalitions. Support to China under these
new conditions would have meant support
to one of the imperialist camps.

The defeat of Japan now poses the ques-
tion of the future of China. Shall it be a
China of workers and peasants, ruled in
the interests of all the people, or shall it
be a China dominated by foreign impe-
rialism, prlmarﬂy the United States?

_OHINA'S GRAVE DANGER

The situation in China became more
complleated when Russia declared war on
Japan and announced that her demands
on China would include re-establishment
of Czarist Russia’s interests in Manchu-
rla, the Chinese- Russian railway in that
reglon and occupation of Port Arthur.

Russia has her agents in the form of
the Yenan government of the Northwest
Province and the so-called Chinese Com-
munist army undér General Mao, which
is now driving ahead to occupy terntenes
and dlspute Chiang’s rule over China.

Thus China does not face freedom,
peace and securlty after the long war with
Japan, but new wars, new insecurity and
new dlctatorshlps. This is true whether
Chiang and his gang in the Kuomintang
Party or the Stahnlsts or both under some
form of agreement, ‘control China.

Cllinc is becoming a new bgttleground
be‘!'ween two imperialisms, one emunahng

m Moscow and representing the inter-
esis of a new class of bureuucrcl-s who ex-
ploit the’ Russian masses, and ‘the other
coming from Washington, Each of these

imperlullsms seeks _its own enrlchmeni'-
 that vesi' un-.

t!n-o igh the. oxpiuihtiom
jjpn f Mmillion people.

The American Negro press in par-
ticular has come out in very gratify-
ing jubilation over the wvictory of the
British Labor Party in the elections.
The viclory—and a very great vie-
tory it. is—seems to herald indepen-
dence or self-government for colo-
nial peoples. And in recent years the
Negro people in the United States
have shown a serious interest in the
fate of the hundreds of millions op-
pressed. and exploited by British im-
perialism.

True, some of the morg experlencecl
journalists, like George Schuyler of
the Pittsburgh - Courier, are skepti-
cal. Schuyler, in fact, states bluntly:
‘“After all, British Labor-has a stake
in imperialism.” This is. the ecrux of
the matter and illustrates a funda-
mental problem in all Labor politics.

Has British Labor got & ‘btake ‘il
imperialism? The answer depends
upon the definition of the term Bnt-
ish Labor.

The British working class, in the ma-
jority of its millions, has no stake
in imperialism. A very small section
has shared in the profits that British
capital sucked out of the Empire.

- These few received higher wages

than the average and formed the
British aristocracy. of labor. They
were the Social basis of the. parlia-
mentary Labor Party and dominated
it.

The British labor leaders and the
trade union bureaucrats express the
aims, wishes and ideas of this section
of labor. In alliance with them are
the parliamentarians, municipal coun-
cillors, journalists, school teachers
and other white collar workers who
turn away from the regular capital-
ist parties and embrace the labor
movement.

All these form a tlght caucus mt-
ting on top of the labor movement.
They certainly have a stake in im-
perialism. They cannot help it. They

Chicago’s

By ROY GOULD

During the first week after V-J
Day, 80,000 Chicago workers lost their
jobs. A few days ago these men and
women were ‘Essential War Work-
ers, the Home-Front Heroes of Pro-
dﬁetion. These heroes were frozen to
their jobs, however, with their wages
{rozen, too. They were teld “Wor.k. or.
Fight”

Today they are free agam—-—unem-
ployed, but free- to take lower paid
Jobs, if they can find them.-

The big plants, organized by . the
ClO, were hit the hardest. The Chi-
cago CIO Industrial Union Council
reacted vigorously to this threat; to its
members. Within a few days ,the
Council ‘carried through a successful
mass meeting, with two parades, ban-
ners, slogans, sound-trucks and all.

As an organizing feat this Abs com-
mendable, but the turn-out of only
5,000 was disappointing, and ‘the po-
litical hokum dished out at the meet-
ing was absolutely nauseating.

The meeting was conceived as a
protest to Congress and to national
and local political leaders, who were
blamed for neglecting the war work-
ers. The official slogans were “Jobs
for AIl” and “$25 for 26 Weeks” un-
employment insurance.

Speaker after speaker pounded
these slogans Home; every two-bit
union climber (especially Stalinists)
hopped onto the platforin and was
allowed a minute or two (except for
certain militant officers of the larger -
locals who were not invited to speak.)

TURN POLITICIANS

One after another they expounded
on the rights of labor, of women
workers and of Negro workers. ‘One
after another, they wvery correctly
laid the fault on“the steps of Con-
gress. One after another they dis-
covered that this was a poelitical prob-

British Labor and the Colonies

do not want any radical change in the
Britain of today. Despite. their so-
cialistic words, they have much the
same type of political -mentality “~as
Hillman and Murray. Their social-
ism is merely a decoration, for a pro-
'gram of large public works, govern-
ment intervention in or control of
banks and bankrupt industries, more
social security, better educational fa-
cilities for workers, ete.

This means reforming thé “capital-
ist system in Britain, but giving it a
new name—socialism. It sounds, bet-
ter.

Every child knows that capitalist
Britain is bound tight {o the Empire.
Without India and the African colo-
nies the present economic structure
of Britain would fly apart into a mil-
lion pieces. So that the Labor lead-
ers by leaving. capitalist Britain vir-
tually intact are thereby' compelled
to retain all the links of empire.

But the large majority of the Brit-
ish workers, eighty per cent at least,
if not more, would support freedom

for India and the African colonies to-

morrow. They want a new Britain—a
socialist Britain., They are not very
clear in their own minds as to how
this socialist Britain will funclion..
Roughly, they think that if capital-
ist property were taken over by a
socialist. government, if the: land
were nationalized; and if the econ=
omy was planned, Britain would get
a new .start.

REAL CHANGE NEEDED

They are perfeetly right.

What is reqliired is a total reorgan-
ization of the economy of-Great: Brit-
ain AND a total reorganization of the
economy of the colonies. Instead of
a- relationship' oi exploitation ‘be-
tween capitalist Britain and.the: colo~
nies, what is required is a relation-
ship of co-operation between social-
ist Britain and emancipated colonies.

But so long as the Labor leaders

hold on to the esseniials of a capi-
talistic Britain, with a camouflage of
socialism, so long they are going, to
hold on to the colonial Empire, with
a-camouflage of freedom.

Fortunately, the crisis in all fields
is so sharp, today that camouflage is
on its last’ legs. The British: masses
are on the alert. They mean business.
The; colonial masses are on the alert
alse. They also mean business.

The struggle for a socialist‘Britain
and. emancipated colonies has just
begun. It is not going to be easy:
When the Workers Party and revo-
lutionary socialists celebrate the
great victory of Labor in the elec-
tions, we do so because we. rejoice
at the fact that the great body of the
people have placed the power in the
hands of their own party. There can
be no more excuses. The Labor lead-
ers have the power. The masses are
waiting. impatiently. The leaders ei-
ther must act or expose themselves,

SUPPORT THE MASSES

The American Negroes, therefore,
must. cultwate no illusions about im-
mediate: emanmpatmn for the colo-
nies. At the same time they must not
encourage the slightest cynicism. The
thing to do now is to encourage both
the working masses of Britain and

thé colorial peoples to demand genu-
in¢ socialist politics from the Labor
leaders. ' If American Negroes, through
their organizations, can make their
desires for colonial freedom known
to the colonial peoples, to the Labor
government and to the British masses
they would be doing a valuable work.,
Britain and the colonies are in a
termq_nt over. the great victory. The
progressive intervention of American
Negrfes, could add to the ferment,
would; have a. dramatic effect and
push the whele movement forward.

-

Unemployment

lem. They unerringly led up to the
grand anti-climax—no, not Independ-
ent Labor Party-—just send a post-
card to your Congressman!

The only speaker to get above the
PAC level was' UAW’s Dick: Franken=
steen, the main - speaker. Into -an
otherwise uneventful speech, he sud-
denly threw the challenge that if
Congress did not'act quickly, he per-
sonally would lead a March on Wash-
ington. But Frankensteen is: in’the

”

Whistling in. the Dark

“If there is another war and
atomic bombs are wused, X ddh’t
believe the number of people
~ killed: wilk be greater
than in this ‘war and
might well be less, since
~ it is' easier "o
protect- people |
than machinery
from very vio-

lent explosions
ﬂé‘ because it,is eas- |
ier fo d:sperse them. The objee-
Y tives will be factories, not armies.”

—>Statement by Sir George Paget
‘Thomson, chairman ofan -BEnglish
scientists’ committee to ~ study
atomic power (New York Tlmes,
Aug. 24). ¢

SIS

habit of talking big and doing noth-
ing. However, this idea of mass, ac-
tion seemed out of place among the
mountainous mail bags of ‘post-cards
to Congressmen. But it got a cheer
out of.the crowd.-

The other main speaker was Mayor
Edward: J. Kelly. (Governor Green
having neglected to answer his invi-
tation.). Just: why+these notorious pol-

. member:

iticians should have been invited on
this occasion.is a. mystery which can
only be solved in terms of the con-
fused political line of Hillman. Bui,
in any event, Mayor Kelly turned up
- amid- resounding boos from the
workers, some of whom still remem-
ber ‘the Memorial Day Massacre of
1937,

‘Once before the microphone, this
master politician overcame his in-
auspicious: welcome with a few neat
words -of political fakery. He prom-
ised that Illinois’ 10 Democratic Con-
gressmen would not only vote for,
but would fight for, all the demands
made at this meeting: He sat dewn
amid resounding. cheers.

MAIN THING WAS. MISSING

Throughout the meeting one thing
was lacking—the Labor Party Slogan.
Every: slogan pointed to it. Every
speech led:up to it. Some speakers
even: got-as far as the British Elec-
tions, 'and: Frankensteen's. candidacy
for::Mayor. ‘of Detroit. Yet no one
mentioned a. Labor Party.

One poster said, “Mayos Kelly, Re-
England. It Can. Happen
Here. Labor.is on the March.” When
Frankensteen was introduced as the
next: Mayor of Detroit, someone
yelled, “Why don’t you come to Chi-
cago?”’ Yet no one mentioned Labor
Party—no. one, nor any literature, ex-
cept: LABOR. ACTION, which was
distributed 'at the gate.

In spite of all short-comings, this
protest’ demonstration was a stari. It
provi_ded the fanfare and superficial
trappings that must accompany la-
bor ‘Political actioh. To achieve any-
thlng, this must be followed up seri- *
ously, with solid politlcal building,
and a broa._;l perspective of an Inde-
pendent Laber Party.

‘ German Eornmuqi'sts Out to Break -84Hbqr D‘ay'

The end of the eight-hour day was
demanded by the recently organized
trade unions of -Berlin in a' resolu-

“ tion sponsored by the Communist

Party, active in the ‘leadership, ac-
cording to an Associated Press report
of August 11.

The Communists advanced the ar-
gument that German labor has a
tremendous job facing it and that it
could not accomplish it upon.. an
eight-hour-day basis. German work-
ers have been, driven to work ten,
and- twelve hours a day ever since

. Hitler- began -his rearmament pro-
gram. It is the intention of the Com-
munist Party te drive them back to
work for the same stretches in order
to pay Allied reparations,- above all
to the Russians, It is Russia’s-demand
for prompt payments that js the.real
reason for the Communist Party: ac-
tion. y

The unions which the Communists
have set-up in Berlin under:the bayo-
nets of the occupation troops will:be
vast “company” unions ‘aimed at the
maximum ‘exploitation of 1labor. The
profits of the’German. workérs’ labor
will go ' mainly to'the Russian bosses.
As in: ahy'eompany’ union: plantf:the

 bosses will: mainily:depend upon theit -

stooges at the head of the “union” to
keep the workers from really fighting.
back. This will be the role of the
German Communists.

As everywhere in the world, the
German Communist Party has no in-
terest - in the welfare of the workers
in whose name they seek to speak.
Their interest begins and ends with
ihe welfare-of the Russian state, con-
trolled by the bureaucra.tic class.
However, the conduct of the German

Communists and the “company”
unions they have set up. will do: un-

New York Election Pamphlet:

‘HOW TO GET

"F_iv.e. Cents a Gopy, from the New
‘York: Campaign. Committee; Wtite

Il. Nx

JOBS FOR ALL

“also' for’ the’ Program’ Leaflet, to |
114 West, 141.!1 Sh‘eet Nﬁw York

told: damage io the cause of organ-.
ized labor jn Germsny. Workers will
see. the trade unions as the stooges
of . the occupation forces and have
nothing but curses for such a move-
ment. ‘Without genuine trade unions
to lead struggles on behalf of the
German working class, the demagogic
propaganda of the Nazi underground
will have all the greater chance of
finding a sympathetic response.

;. The job of building a genuine trade
union. movement in Germany based
upon class struggle against all ‘op-
pressors, American, British, Russian
and native German capitalists, must
begin with a fight to drive the Com-
munist”puppets of -Moscow -out of all
positions - of ‘influence in the labor
movement. Such a fight will ‘have to
be orgamzed ‘and led by those in
Germany who base themselves upon
Marxist principles, as 'does the
Workers Party in this country. How-
ever, such a fight will, undoubtedly,
call forth widespread support from
the :old{ pre-Hitler trade iinionists
wha, regavrdless of their political
views, were. bbought up. in ‘the 'be-
het that the purpose of a umon is to
ﬁght for- shurter hoqrs ‘and ‘more pay

ther than the opposite,

GERAID 1. K. SWETH |

@
America’s No, T Fascist:

By HAL DRAPER

Smith Spnecds Race Hate R

Gerald Smith says he is agamst race: hatred—-
when he has to say something about it. But. the
mark of the beast is unmistakable, He bel]ows
that: what we need is a “Christian America,” a
Christian government,” “Christisn patnotism."’
with a none-too-subtle version of.the anti-Semi-
tism and racism without which no, Fascist demas
gogue has a complete.line. of wares.

According to the magazine: Current History. for
October, 1936, Smith in' that' year sponsored  a
movement to boycott the Jewish: merchants:: of
New Orleans. It failed only because.the. reorgans
ized Long machine did not ge: for.it.

He interlards every speech with anti-Semitic
jibes, They used to be more veiled,-Mark this: it
is a fact that espemally his closed meetings: in
Los Angeles have been more .crudely and -vilely
Jew-baiting even than his wont. As-this pamphlet
goes to press, his very latest one at the Ham 'n?
Egg Hall was largely turned into an anti-Semitie
tirade! Here is this self-styléd “Christian” at. work
on July 16, speaking to his “falthful” )

“I have been accused of saying that 95% of OPA
violations are by Jews. I never said that. It is
Probably not more than 9214%.”

“Obscenity. is a natural; characteristic of thq
Jews.”

“The Jews maintain a Gestapo to.spy on. me and
other. Christian. Americans.”.

“When I see an evil-smelling, Iengunosed. beard-
ed, filthy Jew reeking of ‘body odor and call him
a ‘kike’, am I being anti-Semitic?™

“They're still the ChristXillers...The Jews put_

pressure on the Roman government. to eruclfy
Christ.”

“The Jews. are largely nqt descended; from- the
Israelites of the Bible. They are Sprung. !rqm &
tribe of roving bandits.”

“One day,” he has said, “someone w111 write a
book :about how to make an. anheSemlte It will
be the, st.my of my life.”. ;

This is the man who denles that he is a Jew-
baiter! He denied that he had incited the Detroit
racial pogrom—but he begins to stir:up the hors
net’s nest. of anti-Negro prejudice at his: very first.
big rally in Los Angeles. It can be. predicted: with
scientific precision that: if- he- stays in-this area
long. enough, we will- be hearing fromy him: about
the Mexican people also. - i

Race hatred is a favorite weapon of these Fas-
cist rabble-rousers because it js a device to pit
one section of labor against gnother. Divide and
rule! Let the discontented take out the1r anger on
racial minorities, and Big Business: is. safe. This
is'why Labor must build ‘and' unite its forces re:

gardless of race, color, and rehg!ous or political
creed.

But before our indignation runs, away. thh. us

\at this spectacle. of warped, hate.and. hideoug lles.

let us make: a sober estimate of what Smith is,
He has'been called a crackpaot. He has. been called
a purveyor of ‘“foreign isms.” He has been called
a Fascist. And he is.

But we should be very clear ‘about our under-
standing of these accusations. We must. under-
stand him in order to. fight him ei'fectwe]y

Is Smith a "Crackpot"?

In the first place, it is a grave mistake to put
him down as “merely a crackpot” because of the
kind of raving rant which is his specialty on the
platform. That is his technique. As a matter of fact;
Smith has often referred to himself as a “rabble-
rouser.” It means a demagogue who'tries to sweep
an audience into hysterical emotion wltheug
thought. He is as proud of thatsspecial skill as a
machinist is of his control of the lathe, To take
one example only, he has told an interviewer: .

of the America First Pa.r_'ty 0!;. l_m 3, rehblerrqqser.
Put that down—a rabble-rouser. God made me: a
rabble-rouser. God made me ‘a2 rabble-rouser of
and for the Right. Better spell that word Right
with a capital R...” (Colliers, Mar. 4, 1944,)

In speaking, he lashes his 220 pounds into a fury
of shouting, hysterical denunciations, emotional-ap-
peals and vivid phrases, till he.is bathed in sweat
and his enormous expenditure of energy has pre-
vented the hearef from remembering that he is
saying nothing at all.

It is'a technique. He has found. that it. wnrka,
Remember that.

A crackpot? A warped reactionary mlnd—yes. .
But that is why he is dangerous..

It. was' a. crackpot liké: Smith, with the same
technique, who seized: power in. Germany,; launched
his bloody terror and made good:his threat that
“heads will: roll: in the. street.” Hitler was: ‘called
a crackpot by millions of good people~—who un-
derstood: nothing of what hé was:getting at. Mus-
solini was called a posing buffoon. Their work: was
made easier because of the people who sneered
and said “Pay no attention.”

In the second place, don't be fooled by, your
own words when you refer to Smith's ideas as a
“foreign ism.” It is perfectly true that Smith " is
an ape-like imitation of Adolf Hitl_er It is’ per-
fectly true that we areiused to thinking of, fas-
cism as existing somewhere overseas but not here
in this country.

But don’t try to base a real understandlng of
Smith on. the. belief- that he.is. merely.-a-stooge:of
foreign fascism. The CIO Council has rightly
called for an investigation of-Smith, but.don’t be.
too disappointed if he turns out to have-had no
direct foreign connections. As a matter of fac}
Smith has already been investigated three times’
and the FBI is reported to have’been unable tb
find any evidence of any substantial link w1th
Nazism or foreign mﬂuence

For Smith really IS NOT essentially an agent
for any foreign fascism. He looks for support ndt
from abroad but from: t#& Sixty Families f: '1‘,HI§
country’s. plutocracy. He counts on THEM to put
him into power. He is the “Made in U. S.,” dyed- ili-
the-wool, blown-in-the-bottle, homegrown, natlve
AMERICAN VARIE“ of Hitlerite!

The field for fascism is a fertile one in this
country. The:seil has. been, tilled: The‘same, moqu
eyed interests are here to further.it in their own
interests. The defeat of Hltler 1n Europewhangﬁs
none of that.

e e e n-‘-wa._n_.
e

V -

1t 4 N




" ‘September 3, 1945

ﬂnravellin*g '
The Balkan
Riddle

- 'More than enough time has passed 'sincfz the war
ended in Europe {o reveal the real Allied policy for the .

Continent, A glance at the daily press shows that the
great “ideals” which the Big Three constantly- referred-
to as their purpose in the war, the Atlantic Charter and
the Four Freedoms, not only do not exist, they are not
even mentioned any more. ' . : _

 What was absolutely clear from the moment it became
certain that the Allies would defeat Germany, namely,:
that Europe would be divided into spheres of influence
among the big powers under a super-Versailles Pmb
Treaty, is mow @ reality. Europe lives under the con-
ditions outlined by Potsdam decisions, which, although
they deal primarily with Germany, also ratified the Yal-
‘ta agreements, which divided Furope among the Big
Three.

. At that time, we wrote that these agreements were
power agreements. They were based on the respective
strengths of the Big Three and had nothing whatever to
dp with -honor, justice, freedom, the rights of the peo-
ple,-se!t-aetefmination, national independence, peacg or
security.

.

THE IMPERIALIST PEACE

. William Henry Chamberlain, noted correspondent and
author, called the Potsdam decision the worst in all his-
tory. Whether it is the worst or not is not too important.
What is important is that imperialist decisions were
made at Yalta and Potsdam which exchanged territories,
uprooted millions of people and instituted police, Mmili-
{ary -or supervised régimes in most countries.

Russia, which had already seized parts of Finland, in-
corporated the Baltic states into its borders, revised the
.' i?qlgsh borders and set up a puppet régime tlm;e in agree-
ment with her allies, seized other territories “which
“yoted” to join the “Soviet Union.” She has also been
tif;en' spheres of influence in Hungary, Romania, l_!ul-
garia and Yugoslavia. In addition, Russia occupies’the
largest zone in Germany. :

"'Great Britain has dominated Greece since the Ger-
fans were driven out of the country. Her main object
isito prevent the workers from seizing the reins of gov-
érnment and thereby oust the royalist gang in power.
She has maintained a tight control on Italy, jointly with
the United States and also occupies an important indus-
trial area’ of ‘Gerrgany. £ _
- The United States maintains a sharp interest in all the
areas. of Europe. American imperialism wants o pre-
" yent-any-single country from dominating the Continent.
She . hopes to do this through her enormous economic,
political and military might and by establishing a pow-
eﬂgl_hﬁse' for herself in Western Europe through Great
Britain and France. :

“"'So, long -as the war in the Far East remained to be
fought, great concessions were given to Stalin: Great
Britain and the United States undoubtedly hoped that
this would not mean complete Russian domination of
Eastern Efuropé or the Balkans. But the Russians pro-
ceeded quickly to reduce their “spheres of influence”
into puppet states.
DEMOCRACY FOR WHOM?
. In the case of Roumania, the Red Army installed the
Groza government, proceeded to smash all anti and non-
Stalinist elements in the country and to insure a com-
pléte pro-Russian régime with the aid .of the Russian
army ahd the native Communist Party.

\

Communist Party and assisted by the Russians, runs the
éountry The elections planned for August 26, against
which .the. United States and Great Britain protested so
.vehemently, were postponed with the promise that they
would be made really democratic. Special election laws
were .in operation which wolild have disqualified oppo-
nents - of the Stalinist Fatherland Front from voting.
When Byrnes and Bevin made representations that they
would not recognize the Georgieff government on the ba-
sis of undemocratic elections, thd Bulgarians, under ad-
vice from the Russians, who first opposed the British and
Americans, finally conceded to their demands. !
' Lest anyone think that the situation in Greece is
fondamentally different than in the Russian-occupied
Balkans, remember that the demand of the Voulgaris
government for Allied supervision of the election is
made for the purpose of intimidating the anti-royalists
and the resistance movement.

<. Russia declined the invitation,to supervise the Greek
glections on the ground that it would be an undemo-
crati¢ act and would mean interference in the affairs of
another country. This really takes the banner for hypoc-
risy. The nation which has already destroyed the inde-
pendence of so'many countries declined to supervise the
elections in Greece because it would mean “interference
in the affairs of another country”!
LIBERATION? WHERE? ;
_ What is this all about? The answer is really very
simple. ' i

We are observing a clash of interests in Europe. Eng-
land and France, for example, have importint economic
interests in Romania and Jugoslavia which Russia domi-
. nates. They want to protect those interests, The Western
powers want free access to the whole of Europe, some-
thing which is denied them, by Stalin. Previous to this,
the United States and England had made a deal over
the Balkans and the Eastern Mediterranean. Churchill
likewise made a deal with Molotov extending to Russia
a zone of interest in Romania. But Russia took the whole
country. The United 'States and Great Britain want to
.curb Russian power in Europe. X

Hence all the talk about “democratic elections,” It
has nothing really to do with FREE elections, national
Jindependence or democracy. The quick end of the war
.enabled the Western powers to intervene more actively
in the European theater, each promoting her own impe-
rialist interests. ~ '
Europe, after the “war of liberation,” is a congtiered
' Jand. Genuine peace, freedom and security for the Con-

“tinent have still to be achieved.

| NEXT WEEK:
" The Russo-Chinese Treaty
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| By Albert Gates
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“' In Bulgaria, the Fatherland Front, dominated by the .

_ ~LABOR-ACTION

election.

The Socialist

tion.

Workers Party

Socialist Workers Party
116 University Place
New York, N. Y.

Dear Comrades:
As you know, the Workers

Party and the Socialist Workers

Workers . Party,
while ‘it never acknowledged re-
ceipt of fhis letter or sent a.re-
ply to the proposal, has, however,
decided to reject the offer to ar-
rive at an agreement or even fto
discuss the possibility of joint ae-

As readers of LABOR ACTION
know, Local New York of the
announced some
time ago its decision to nominate
Max Shachtman, national secre-

tary of the party, for the office of
Mayor. It was only after this an-
nouncement was made public that
the ‘Socialist Workers Party de-’
cided to enter a candidate of its
own for the same office.

In spite of this fact, the Workers -

© Party felt it its duty to 'the cause
of revolutionary socialist unity to -
_addreds "a 'letter ‘to the Soecialist
Workers Party in' the hope "of
raverting 'the confusion:that. might
well be created among many mili-
_tant, radical and socialist workers.
who would be confronted with a -
' choice “between two candidates
whose " election platforms do not
have any fundamental differences
between them. )

As is ‘to be seen from the let-
ter, the ‘terms of the agr_-eement
were left entirely open so ‘that
they might be arrived at in the
course of discussion between *the
two organizations. The letter also
points out that regardless of the
terms of the agreement, it would

July 5, 1945.

Local New York City Committee

Parly has nominated Comrade Max

Shachtman for the office of Mayor in the coming New York municipal
campaign. We note that the Socialist Workers Party has nominated
Comrade Farrell Dobbs for the same office, and Lonise Simpson for the
office of Councilman. The campaign platforms present by the Workers

Party in the New York election will,

in all likelihood, reveal no fundamental or radical differences. _‘Un_dei'
these circumstances, much confusion can be created among workers,

THE SWP AND THE NEW YORK ELECTIONS

The New York Loeal of the
Workers Party has just made pub-
lic the text of a’letter which it
sent more than a month ago to
the corresponding branch of the
Socialist, Workers Party in an ef-
fort' to- arrive at an agreement
‘Wwhich--would avoid the presenta-
tion of twa conflicting candidates
for the office of Mayor of New
York in the present munjcipal

nc‘it'._ be necessary for either party
to give up its own platform, its
own views, or its own campaign,
all of which could be put forward
in ' complete political indepen-
dence. '

It is well known that such praec-
tical agreements are not only per-
missible from the standpoeint of so-
cialist principle, but have been
made time and again between
working class parties and organ-
izations, even though there have
been political differences between
them on numerous questions,

The Socialist Workers Party,
however, or rather the Cannonite
group in the leadership of it, voted
to reject the Workers Party pro-
posal out of hand. The rejection
was voted against the protest of
a minority group, led by Albert
Goldman, Felix Morrow and Os-
¢a® Williams, prominent party
leaders, who pointed out the need
and value of accepting the propo-
sal of the Workers Party and ap-

especially those who are more advanced politically, and the -common
cause to which we adhere can be harmed.

We believe it is possible to arrive at an agreement between the two
parties which, while assuring the political integrity of both, would
eliminate the confusion and avert the harm, While confident of the pos-
sibility of joint action in the election campaign, we do net wish to an-

ticipate its exact terms,

Therefore, we have selected a sub-committee to meet with a
lar committee representing your organization for the purpose of ex-
ploring the possibilities of joint action in the New York election. Our
sub-committee is prepared to meet with you at the earliest possible”

moment.

pointing & sub-committee of the
SWP to discuss the question with
the WP.

The action of )
Workers Party, which is animated
by a narrow-minded and bureau-
cratic sectarianism, as well'as by o'
a violent factional antagonism to& "’
ward the Workers Party, is onhly
the latest of a series’ of sudh’@év
tions which have brought discred-
it to the SWP. Among 'thé mast
discrediting of these ‘actions”in ré<
cent times, which aroused bitter
eriticism even in its’ own. ranks, -
was its refusal in Los Angelesand . ..
Akron to join with the Workers ™
Party and other groups in united::@...f
picketing demonstrations. against | -
notorious fascists like Gerald L.
K. Smith and Gerald Winrod.

The full text of the letter sent
to the Socialist Workers Party by
Local New York of the Workers
Party over the signature of its
organizer, Reva Craine, is as fol-
lows:

Fraternally yours, .
Local New York, Workers. Party

the Socialist

simi- .

REVA CRAINE, Organizer.

Road Ahead for Br;'}iﬁsh Labor Party--

(Continued from page 1)

to get its export products to the mar-
ket first. "

If the U. S. is opposed to nursing
enfeebled British capitalism normal-
ly, how much more aggressively she
is against aiding a Labor govern-
ment which is “pledged” to do away
with private property in certain mass

and ‘basic industries. This explains
the abruptness of the lend-lease ter-
mination, f i

AMERICAN TORIES SQUEAL

Typical of the .American reaction-
aries €xpressing " this opposition is
the statement of Mark Sullivan in the
Herald Tribune of August 28: “Help
from us would be an aid in making
the British experiment in socialism
suceessful.” The British Labor Party
hasn't even begun fo execute its mild
“experiment,” but U. S. reaction is
ready to crush-it in the egg.

Sullivan continues to explain how
socialization would affect U. S. cap-
ital adversely; in that “any help we
gave to Britain under an extreme
socialist government would work to
our detriment in international trade.
In Britain under socialist government
international trade must become a
government monopoly.... At present
an American business firm can do
business direct with an English firm.
... But if Britain makes international
trade a government monopoly the
condition changes, greatly to the dis-
advantage of American business, All
business in Britgln becomes one buy-
er or one seller, gs the case may be,
while in America business remains
hundreds of buyers and hundreds of
sellers acting individually. Where in
any transaction there are on one
side 100 sellers and on the other side
a single buyer or 100-buyers with
one seller, the individual is under a
hopeless. disadvantage. ... 3%

“In short, with British internation-
al trade  a  government monopoly,
American business would be . forced
to one of two alternatives. Either we
should be obliged to abandon inter-
national trade, with seriously detri-
mental effects on our own, property
and standard of living, or we should,
in self-defense, make our own inter

national trade a monopoly. The lai-
ter course would be on our part a
long. step toward going into social-
ism ourselves.” ok __'
While the squeeze put on Britain
affects capital as well as the Labor
Party, and throws Churchill s’qupa}_;’l
ing into the same chorus with Attlee
and others, other Tories are busy
pointing  the “moral” to the Labor
MP’s. . s
Said Oliver, Lyttleton: “If you wish,
to obtain assistance from the United
States you must be careful about the
nasty things you 'say about private
enterprise that will affront Amer-
ican opinion.” " e
The Tory ex-president of the Erigs
lish Board of Trade is saying, along
with the American Tories who wish
to cut off loans to. “socialist” Eng-
land: “Don't touch private property,
boys, or Uncle Sam's going to ge!
you,” : i
FOR A BOLD POLICY
That the U. S. and British Tories
had “got” the Labor government :[0}'
the moment was evidenced by the
immediate announcement of Cripps
that even with the war over, clothes
rations will be reduced, and the
numerous ‘statements of others that
Britain’s’ standard of living threatens

to sink beneath the low mark of the
blifzkrieg days.

U. 8. action in stopping lend-lease
is the cue for the British Labor gov-
érament. It should make good its
promises to nationalize the Bank of
England and the joint stock banks
as well. If capital is needed to run
“British industry, let the wealthy pro-
fiteers furnish it. And since support
will be lacking from foreign capital
for British enterprise, the only meth-
od of assuring support is for the La-
bor government to follow a socialist
international policy; as well. That
would. mean immediate and uncon-
ditional freedom -of the 400 million
Indians and the inhabitanis of “the
crown colonies now ruled by England.
It would mean a renunciation of the
reactionary, pro - imperialist foreign
policy speech of Ernest Bevin, the
new Foreign Minister, a speech to
every word. of which Winston
Churchill agreed. A truly socialist
program ‘abroad and at home would
win to British sympathy the legions
of labor in every country, including
the United States. .

If ever an internationalist working
tlass program was dictated to a la-
bor movement that wanted to achieve
socialism—and it is dictated to all—
it is doubly true in relation to the

[

Army Trains Sfrikebréakers

WASHINGTON, D, C.— (WDL) —
President Truman has been asked by
Workers Defense League chairman
_Aron 8. Gilmartln_\to_ take public ac-
tion to disavow Army _sirikebre‘nk—
ing exercises held in Toledo, Ohio,’
recently. ' S

Rev. Gilmartin pointed out that Itl‘!:e
Army had been.training MPs from
Camp Perry, -Ohio, to break strikes
during, a basic, training : course for
military policemen held in Toledo,

Ohie, under the direction of Captain

Paul Gillis. '

“During the exercises,” Rev. Gil-
martin wrote President Truman,
“iroops were operating against ‘snip-

ers’ who were referred to by Capt.
Gillis as strikers, and as the exer-
cises continued, it was obvious tnat
the soldiers were being trained not
for war duties but for anti-labor ac-
tivities at home.”

In a Washington story by Labor
Press Associates, it was reported that
Teledo labor -was aroused by the inci-
dent.: Gilmartin in his letter 1o the
President said that Toledo labor feels
“that Camp Perry has adequate facil-
ities for all necessary maneuvers,
and that the action of the Army in
holding the demonstration in Toledo
near the Acklin plant shows that the
Army is giving the workers ‘a not too
subtle warning of things to come.”

British. Their island geography, their
concentration of industry, their.lack

of self-sufficiency, their dependence -

upon export and import all dérand'a
Jprogram of appeal to the internation-
al working class. ' '

LABOR PARTY ON THE SPOT

In view of the foregéing, all the
more criminal and harmful t6-Brit-
ish labor interests as ‘well .as- those
of international labot-was- the" 'sup-
port given to  Bulgarian. Rumanian,
Hungarian, Greek’ and Spanish’'fedt-
tionaries. 3 Yo

There are cynics who like to sdy to
socialists who want a Labor Pirty, a
Labor government and socialism, that
“Power corrupts, and absolute power
corrupts absolutely.” However, ilie
pro-imperialist speech of Bevin and
the wishy-washy internal actions of
the Labor government thus far are
not due to their being corrupted by
office, They are due fo the heteroge-
neity of the Labor Party and the re-
formist program it holds, S

In the statement of ‘its so-called
left-winger, Harold Laski, whose “ex-
treme” policies have already béen
disclaimed by Bevin and Attlee, the
most the British Labor Party stands
for is a GRADUAL changing over
from capitalism to socialismi, making
a “revolution by consent,” and com-
pensating the property owners for
the confiscation of their property
(property which was obtained by its
owners through years of confiscation
without compensation to peasants and
workers!). And one has only to re-
call that no ruling class in history
has ever “consented” to a revolution.
to realize how utopian their program
is. .

But one cannot reckon without the
rank and file of the British working
people. Their mandate in the elec-
tions was clear. They want an end
to- poverty, ' joblessness, il;'!%eenrlty
and war., They will demand more

drastic action on the part of the La-
bor Party. They will find ‘their de-
sires may be achieved only through
socialism. If the British labor leadets
betray them, they will take other

means to achieve. their end:

Ship Workers Lead Fight for Jobs - -

(Continued from page 1)
United Electrical and Radio workers,
and several smaller unions.

The votes cast against the resolu-
tion ¢ame from a. combination - of

 Communist-led locals, like David Da-

vis’s UE local ‘155, -and unions led by
old - time, conservative officialdoms
like the Amalgamated Clothipg work-_
ers, the Textile workers, and the
Hosiery workers. David Davis is’ a
public member of the National Com-
mittee of the Communist party and
for years the “party line” boss in the
local labor government. :The Amal-
gamated Clothing workers were rep-

The Workers Party Program
States:

“A guaranteed $5,000 annual in-
icome to all workers’ families by
means of a planned rise in the
national income and a thirty-hour
maximum work week.”

Vote for
MAX SHACHTMAN

WORKERS PARTY CANDIDATE

P L

FOR MAYOR OF NEW YORK

resented by one delegate who -cast
150 votes for his union in the roll call.

COMMUNIST PARTY LINE

Davis counter-posed, in addition to
support of official CIO, policy, a pro-
gram of delegations to see Congress-
men in Washington in support of -a
40 ‘hour  week. He stated that the
workers were not yet prepared ' for
anything “so advanced” as a demand
for a 30 hour week and 48 hours pay.
He, designated the call for a “National
Labor -Holiday” as an appeal for a
general strike. Those supporting the
resolution - made no effort to deny
that what was necessary was exactly’

‘that, a one-day general strike demon-

stration as a warning to Congress
that labor meant business. :
The fact that 28 delegates voted for
the subsidy resolution is an indication
that the sentiment in their locals

_ among the rank and file is rapid

advancing foward a more drastic so-
lution to lay-offs than that proposed
by the CIO. The members are getfing
weary of finaneing delegations' to
Washington that come back with
nothing but ‘ promises.

Party. It called for the “formation of
‘a Labor Party, independent of all
other political parties.” The resolu-
tion was based upon the wording of
“ayresolution adopted by Local 42 a
year ago, when under the pressure
‘of red-baiting attacks from the oppo-
'sition, an -amendment was adopted

adding “and adhering to the Bill of
Rights and the Constitution of the -

United States.”

PROGRESSIVES ACT!

The Industrial Council rejected the
resolution by a roll-call vote of 378
to 185, At the time the vote. was
taken a number of delegates had
already left the meeting, However,
Bendix Local 114 of the UE joined
the progressives on this question. The
arguments of the opposition reduced
themselves fo the line taken by the
delegate from Sidney Hillman’'s cloth-
ing workers who could say nothing

‘more than the time 'is-not yet ripe for.

an independent Labor Party. Beyond
this, they could only offer as a substi-
tute continued support of the PAC
and the legislative program of the
CIO. The speakers for the resolution

“The- debate--on-the subsidy .resolu- , effectively pointed. out the miserably

tion was followed by adebate on the'"'
resolution for the independent Labor

bungling of reconversion by Congress,
the  long anti-labor record: of "the

war-time Congresses, and that, in the
words of the resolution, “Congress
has taken no action to break the “lit-
tle steel formula” which has frozen’
wages, while 'it has made " careful
plans for Big Business:. through pro-
viding tax refunds guarenteeing prof-
its for'two years after the:end of the
war."” : 3 FTOER .

. The progressives of the Philadelphia
CIO movemeént are greatly heartened
by their showing in this first fight
on these important gquestions. They
are sure that the obvious logic of their
position is being daily emphasized by
events and that the rank and file of
the CIO locals will soon send a solid
progressive majority to the Couneil.
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L]

Veterans and the

Labor Movement
SPEAKER:
BILL MILLER

L ] g
* LABOR' ACTION HALL "~

2650 Arndt at Gratiot and Chene |

‘Winrod:

.

over .here when the situation demands it. '

America’s

Jayhawk Nazi

By Shirley Lawrence

The Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, otherwise known as the
“Jayhawlk Nazi,” is attempting to launch again his par-
ticular :-brand of, fascist ideology. The Kansas demagogue,
a Bible-thumping ,evangelist of the old school with mod-
erk;.,.,tx_'ir}_unings, is .now operating under the cloak of a
“spiritual revival” He was recently courageously pick-
eted: by 'seventy:five militant Akron anti-fascists who
organized a “United Committea to Expose Winrod Fas-.
cism.” These geem to be strategie times for the general
dissémination of the propagamnda of the various native
American fascist groups.

‘Winrod’s contributions to American fageist erack-pot-
ism are fairly typical, following the anti-labor, -anti-
Negro, anti-Jewish and pro-Nazi pattern also praeticed
by most of America’s leading fascists in league with Win-
rod and.glang with some of whom he is under indictment.
for’ tteason. ;

WHO IS WINROD? :

' 'A summary of salient points in his career will reveal
the real threat and danger that is inherent in his fascist,
teachihgs. In ‘Wichita, Kan., Winrod early plunged inte
a career as a tent evangelist and rabble-rouser. Along -
with William Jennings Bryan, he zealously campaigned
against evolutionist teaching in the schools, threatening
his opponents with lightning bolts an@ other manifesta-
tions of God's wrath. When interest in the monkey bat-
tles ebbed, he turned to Catholic baiting, which was pop-
ular in Kansas during the Klan ascendancy. He once de-
scribed ‘the Roman Catholic Church as the “harlot wom-
an of the Bible.” 4

‘Winred, whe was the inspiration for Sinclair Lewis’
Buzz Windrop, next unearthed his “international Jew-
ish ‘conspiracy” sherily afier Hifler came to power. His
magazine; The Defender, became loudly anti-Semitic and
announced thai Jewish conspirators were plotting to
overthrow the government. Later he was to reveal that
President” Roosevelt’s name was Rosenfelt and that the
New Deal therefore represented net only a political but
a“bivlogical” problem. He was also to change that the

tidnapping of the Lindbergh baby was part of a Jewish-
Communist. plot. . :

Not content with these profound revelations, he de-
cided to seek .new vistas; hie began by worshipping at
the shrine of German faseism. In January, 1935, after a
visit.to. Germany, made at the invitation of Dr. Otto H.
S. 'Vollbehr, a propagandist for the Reich, he informed
a meeting of his followers that his experiences abroad
‘had . further, convinced -him that Jews were responsible
for all the ills of the world.

LEARNED FROM HITLER ' v i

" “On" his_réturn from Germany, Winrod seriously em-
barked ‘on’ his fascist. activities, and acquired senatorial
ambitions:.“L am absolutely sure. of going to the United
States Senate. When_there, 1. will make it my sounding
board.” ‘Three’ yedrs later, in 1938, he almost made good
his boast by pollitig 53,000 votes but was beaten by a last-
minute camj .against him,

;. Spending Money at an estimated rate of $5,000 a week,
probably more than the combined sum of his three op- .
ponents, he peddled platitudes by means of 2 radio chain,
a sound trudk, platform addrésses, 3 magazine, two news-
papers and tons of campaign literature. Big business and
Nazi financial ‘interests ‘were generoms in their support
of the would<be  American “Fuelrer.”

A noteworthy aspect of the 1988 campaign was Win-
rod’s lamb-like disavowal of racial or religious bigotry.
He’ representéd ~himself as a pious, peace-loving Chris-
tian and democrat who had been greatly maligned.

.+ Actually he has spread more genuine fascist propa-
ganda'than”any other Américan pro-Nazi, The Defender
has been ar' American version of the Sturmer; in. addi-
tion, he has published two othér magazines, now defanct,
-and hundreds of pamphlets, and has delivered thousands
of ‘speeches, all embodying ‘the Goebbels doctrine.

- Winrod's activities have been closely integrated with
those -of other members of America's fascist network.
The list 6f ‘those he has published and praised in the
Defender reads like a-“Who's Who" of American fascism:
Father ‘Coughlin,.Gerald L. K.' Smith, Colonel Sanctuaty,
ex-Congressman Jacob. Thorkelson, R. E. Edmundson,
Lawrence Dennis. He has beén praised in turn by most
of them. Smith placed him on his list of outstanding
Americans arid Edmundson once named him on a fascist
roll of honor. Winrod has also made extensive use of
World Service, @ Germlan, propaganda agency. He was
connected, ' t60, - with the Geérman-American Bund, the
American Nationalist Confederation, which called itself
the: Fascist Party of America, with Pelley of the Silver
Shirt movemeiit and with a reviving Klan.

WINROD'S BACKERS

. His chief backing comes from a group of thirty to
forty 'influential fundamentalist preachers who accept
his leadership, invite him to address their congregations
and who write for The Defender. The Rev. Harry H.
Hqﬂgtf,"_a'__glpse_'fr&nd of Congressman Martin Dies, is
also a"Winrod associate. In the summer of 1937, Hodge
was instirumental in having Dies call off an investiga-
tion of Wirond.

Winrod’s fundamentalist followers provide him with
an excellént political base. Winrod again ran for senafor
in the fall ‘of 1942 and polled around 75,000 votes. That
he‘is a crack-pot pure and simple does not alter the fact
that his insistent propaganda has won thousands of sup-
porters and that the subsidies of big businéss are 4 con-
stant rejuvenating agent,

It is true that.the lies and deceptions spawned by the
“Jayhawk Nazi” have little to differentiate them from
those_ ‘of*his’ fascist cohorts in this country. All attempt
to raise obsolete problems and to bring the relations be-
tween the individual and society back to what they were
two.centuries ago. AL T
-, But. it _is also true that Winred is particularly dan-
- gerous, because he-is surrounded by an aura of religious
'r_.e_sp.ec‘:ﬁg_lp__ll:l_t;‘:hﬂplign -and German fascism too presented
,tl:é:hselves -as 3 religion, which would rather arouse faith
. than: address itself to the intelligence or to reason. Once
the faithtul believe, nothing is easier than to play with .

. truth and logie, under a veil of mysticism. “Fascism i
; 80, because the Leader 4  fun-

_ ; 2 ler says so!” Fasoism rests on a fun-
damental scorn of the masses of people. 7

IS THE V. S. IMMUNE?

. "It would be a mistake to think our country has a “tra-
dition™ or “heritage” rendering fascism impossible. There
arg the same potentialities fof a fascist movement in this
country ;as there are in all capitalist countries, wheéréin
fascism alwqy_s serves the interests of big business.

+ -The more we are led to think of fascism as something
monsirous and unheard of, as one more “Ism,” peculiar
to foreign nations—the harder. it will be to check the
_g_royi_r_th of American. fascism. By spot-lighting the sec-
ondny characteristics of European fascism, such as Jew-
baiting. and :book-burning, without exposing its class
roots, the false impression is built up that such mani-
quhtj?ng are something unparalleled in the history of
“clvilized” nations. This makes it easier to divert the en-
ergy of the: American working class 4nd suppbrters into

“@-orusade against overseas-fascism, while our own ruling
class is left in power, biding iis time to introduce fasolsm

T
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