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A Real Program
For Minnesota
Iron Rangers
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. A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

.

ONE CENT

HIBBING, Minn. — Many an Iron
Range miner is scratching his head
today, wondering where next win-
ter's biscuits are coming from. The
famous 'and much glorified “labor-
management cooperation” has sud-
denly evaporated under the harsh
reality of the profit system and the
Atlantic Charter and Four Freedoms
era of empty lunch pails and miser-

. able relief are with us again, halle-

Jujah! ¢

Mine after mine is cutting down to

a five-day, forty-hour week—without
“].Stake-My-Life-on - a - Pay - Raise”
Phil Murray's seventeen - cent boost
or forty-eight hours’ pay. To cap the
climax, to make the cheese more
binding, to throw the good angels of
Wall Stireet into gales of laughter,
the Minnesota heads of the CIO-PAC
meet at Duluth while all this is ge-
ing on and give solemn assurance to
the big business men, the political
“friends of labor’ 'and other inspiring
characters that they will again, in
coming state elections, “deliver” the
labor vote to the “proper” old-line
party candidates. :

The latest mine to be hit by cut-
backs is the Hill Annex (Interstate)
at Calumet. Still on three shifts, the
miners now get the leavings from
forty hours’ pay and the internal
revenue collectors — averaging about
$30 a week take-home pay! A belt
system has been installed in this
mine, and once the locomotive tracks
have been torn up, it is estimated
that 160 workers there will be per-
manently on the prowl for one of the
late FDR's sixty million jobs.

One hundred and sixty jobs may
be a small item in the heavily popu-
Jated industrial areas of the East and
Midwest, but in towns like Calumet,
Nashwauk, Bovey, Chisholm, Buhl

and Keewatin losing 160 paychecks
cuts a big gash in local prosperity.
At Hibbing, the big Mahoning
Mine, largest open pit in the world,
has reportedly cut to five days, one
shift; as have ‘the Sargeni and the
Scranton. Closed like a clam is the
Galbraith at Nashwauk, although
most of the workers are-being tem-
porarily shifted to other Butler Bros.
diggings. But this is only the begin-
'ning; the real jolts will be felt along
about October, when the cold winds
begin to howl and the snow flutters
down from steel-blue skies,

BREADLINES AND BULLETS

So the capitalist cycle of breadlines
and bullets moves into the breadline
phase again. But what are the “la-
bor leaders” doing about all this cut-
ting back and downgrading and out-
right laying off? In Minnesota, as
elsewhere,, exactly nothing! While
Murray and his henchmen bleat fool-
ishly about getting a guaranteed an-
nual wage and other necessary con-
ditions for the workers without be-
ing willing or having the guts to take
the strong, independent political and
economic action by which they can
be won, his PAC friends, state and
national, met in Duluth to echo his
reactionary stand.

Headlining the meeting at Duluth
on June 28 was Jack Kroll, national
assistant to Sidney Hillman. Other
pall-bearers for the needs of labor
were Sander Genis, state PAC presi-
dent, and Brother Jacobsen, state
secretary-treasurer.

In all the meeting, according to the
money press and the Minnesota Mid-
west Labor, not one syllable, not one
tiny peep, was uttered about organ-
izing an independenit Labor Party
that would mobilize the labor vote

(Continued on page 2)

Workers Party Gains

New Youth Affiliate

In line with the action of several young socialist leaders in Chicago, whose
announcement of affiliation with the Workers Party was published in LABOR
ACTION a few weeks ago, the Young Labor League of Philadelphia, an or-
ganization of young socialist workers and students which has been’ active in
that city for some time, has adopted a resolution.which announces its accept-
ance of the program of the Workers®*Party and fraternal affiliation with the

adulf organization.. -+~ -t

The'action of the Young Labor League marks another step forward In the
work of winning militant working-class and student youth to the banner of

of the Workers Party and interna-
tional socialism. :

The Workers Pariy all over the
couniry is seeking to stimulate the
formation of a national erganization
of the socialist youth to be based on
the principles of revolutionary so-
cialism and systematic activity, in
close cooperation with the Workers
Party, in the fight for working-class
freedom.

Interest in the formation of such a
national movement has been wide-
spread and inquiries about it ‘are be-
ing received at the national head-
quarters of the Workers Party from
many parts of the country.

Plans are now under way to co-
ordinate and centralize the various
revolutionary secialist youth groups
in the country, and LABOR ACTION
will make public the details of all
Pprogress made.

The resolution of the Young Labor
League of Philadelphia follows in
full:

Approximately one year ago, we, a
group of young people in Philadel-
phia, aware of our insecurity, formed
a study group to seek out the real
causes for the chaos in which we
found our generation. The more se-
rious members of our group soon re-
alized the need for some sort of or-
ganization, and the group drew wup
a set of rules and regulations and a
statement of purpose in which we
erystallized the conclusions we had
reached: first, that the only impor-
tant and consistently progressive
force in society today is the working
class, -above all, its most advanced
section, the organized labor move-
ment, and that we would at all times
stand in solidarity with labor in its

v

struggles against capifal; second,
tha_t we held an undying haired of
fascism and a readiness to cooperate
with all consistent anti- faseists in
fighting it, and all its manifestatlons;
third, that capitalism was unable to
solve the needs of mankind in this
era and that we saw the only solu-
tion in a new society of socialism.
Now, assuming as our main respon-
sibility that of influencing other
youth, of combatting both fascist and
pseudo - socialist youth groups and
counteracting capitalist society’s in-.
doctrination, we sought to change
from a mere group of youth discuss-
ing socialism to a real socialist youth
group, the Young Labor League; and
began the publication of our own
youth paper, Youth Action.
However, a youth group cannot ex-
ist indefinitely of and by itself, but
must fight for its goal of soclalism
together with a political group that
has ifs roots in the economie struc-
ture of our society. Already.familiar
with several revolutionary socialist
parties;, the Young Labor. League

. chose the Workers Party as that

group with whose program we were

in closest agreement, and the only

party whose program would bring us

finally to our goal of socialism, .

We, -therefore, accepting the pro-

gram of the Workers Party and at
the same time retaining our organi-

zational autonomy, have resolved to
affiliate with the Workers Party on
the basis of a fraternal afiliation-
with a friendly exchangé of repre-
sentatives.

Young Labor League,

July, 1945.

N.Y. News_ Strike

By T. R. COBB

The “No Contract, No Work” for-
mula of the United Mine Workers
was adopted by the Newspaper and
Mail Deliverers Union last week as
the independent organization voted
to continue its strike against four-
teen metropolitan New York news-
Jpapers. .

Despite the intervention of the War
Labor Board which delivered an ul-
timatum to the union threatening to
deprive it of its closed shop, thereby
opening the gates to the -publishers’
strikebreakers, the union stuck fast
to its original demands which in-
clude:

1. Wage adjustments _

2. Reduction of hours for day and
night deliverers

8. Time and a half for holidays

4, Two-week paid vacation

5. Sevérance.pay

6. Sick-leave pay

7. Three per cent contribution by
publ_ishe;s to union old-age and sur-.
vivors fund.

The strike, now in its second week,
has drastically curtailed the circula-
tion of the big dailies in addition to
depriving them of considerable ad-
-vertising revenue. !

However,  the publishers would
rather sacrifice huge sums of money
than concede to the union the justi-
fication of their full demands, espe~
cially the one calling for a three per-
cent contribution to the union fund.

Union charges' that the publishers
deliberately provoked the strike by
holding up the signing of 2 new con-
tract in order to throw the dispute
into the lap of the union-busting War
Labor Board seem logical in view of
the experiences of the labor move-

ment jn the past three years.

: .(Gnhtlnued on page 2)

Reconversion!

Navy Ends Rubber Strike

By BILL FORD

AKRON, July 8—By taking over
the Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Co. plants here on July 5, the
Navy abruptly terminated for
the moment the nineteen-day-
old rubber strike of Local No.
2, United Rubber Workers of
America. This strike was the

biggest and longest CIO strike
since Pearl Harbor, and the first one
to be conducted "under the terms of
the. Smith-Connally Act.

Meanwhile the strike of 16,500 Fire-
stone Tire & Rubber Co. workers to-
day entered its second week, with
the pattern of events closely paral-
leling those in the Goodyear strike.
Tomorrow, leaders of Firestone UR-
WA Local No. 7 are appearing under
subpoena in Washington before the
WLB to “show cause” and it is a
foregone conclusion that this local
union too will defy the WLB's re-
peated warning to return to work,
even though the employer-dominated
WLB suspends the local's night shift
bonus and liberalized vacation pro-
grams. - .

The labor movement nationally is
vitally concerned about the outcome
" of the great disputes now going on in

~ Akron. This is testified to so far as

top national CIO' offi¢ials are con-
cerned in that they see-clearly that
the no-strike pledge has been com-
pletely broken down under, the ter-
rific batterings it received at the
hands of the membership and lead-
ership of the striking Goodyear Lo-
¢al in the course of nineteen days.
That strike held solidly to the end
and was unmoved by the vilest in-
timidation and threats from all gov-
ernment agencies and international
URWA officials, and finally could
only be liquidated by the Navy's
taking over the Wall Stireet-con-
trolled Goodyear properties. -

In charge of the Nivy “iake-over
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team” of twenty individualg is Capt.
H. K, Clark, who comes into the pic-
ture fresh from San Francisco,
where he has been in charge of 103
Navy - seized AFL -siruck machine
shops. Clark is former vice-president
and general manager of the Norton
Co., one of the largest manufacturers
of abrasives in the country. Accord-
ing to the statement of one of his
aides in the Akron Beacon Journal,
Clark’s former “business connections
have made him familiar with Akron,”
an ominous indication in the minds
of class-conscious rubber workers.
Clark is under the direct supervision
of Secretary of the Navy Ferrestal, a
former Wall Sireet banker.

The Goodyear Local union mem-
bership returned to work on July 6
under the Navy’s orders, with the
statements of the Goodyear com-

pany's president ringing in their
ears: “We'll co-operate 100 per cent
with the Navy.” Since that timg#lark:
has made it clear that-the. issues in
dispute that led to the nineteen-day-
old strike will not be settled by him
but by the WLB, against .which the
strike in large part occurred, Clark
states that he will handle only cur-
rent grievances under the old con-
tract and that' he is in complete
charge of labor relations at Good-
year. This fact, however, has not
prevented him from retaining all the
old company management personnel,
who are past masters of every known
anti-labor - {rick.

Already Goodyear workers in the
first few days of this ‘“new” set-up
have seen how imperative it is to
keep on the ball as unionists. Good-

(Continued on page 3)

'inson Report Prov

Labor Needs Own Pl

By WALTER WEISS

The government's plans and policies for |
‘reconversion and post-war periods are set forth
every three months in a report to the President

and Congress by the Director of War 'Mobiliza-
tion and Reconversion (often called, because of
his importance, the "Assistant President"). The

latest of these reports has just been made by

" Assistant President" Fred Vinson.

' The line taken in earlier reports by Vinson's predecessor, .
James F. Byrnes (newly appointed Secretary of State), was that

the country had nothing to fear but inflation. Vinson himself said
the same thing in a special report on May 9, soon after assuming

his present office.

Both these gentlemen have argued that there is a tremendous
amount of extra purchasing power in the hands of the people ang

that goods, on the other hand,
will remain scarce for some
time to come.

What should be done to meet the
problem? Here is what they have
said: 1) Retain the Little Steel for-
mula, so that workers will not have
too much money to spend. 2)Increase
the amount of goods produced by en-
couraging the capitalists. This can be
done by keeping wages down, cut-
ting -the taxes of corporations, and
continuing price control. But price
control shouldn’t be too stiff (and, as
you have seen, it isn’t), or the capi-
talists will not be very anxious to
produce.

" A very nice program—ifor big busi-
ness.

Mr. Vinson has at last been im-
pressed, at least a little, by labor’s
strong arguments. In his new report
he admits that there actudlly is a
danger of deflation as well as of in-
flation. We quote him:

“y-J Day will bring a sharp con-
traction in munitions employment.
Workers will be discharged. ... Also
overtime will drop and shifts from
high to low-wage indusiries will be
speeded up. This will result in a drop
in the income and hence in the pur-

- chases of these workers. This pre- -

sents a real danger.”

It looks as if the labor leaders had
made some progress, doesn't it? But
wait! Vinson goes on to say that,
whatever the danger is, the answer
remains the same: more production.

How to get more production?
Should the Little Steel formula be
ended, as labor has long demanded?
Not at alll The way to make the
profit system operate is still to .satis-
fy the profit-making capitalists.

Therefore, the most ' important
problem is to frame a good tax pro-
gram—good for the capitalists, As
our ‘readers know, Congress has al-

. ready~ made considerable progress

along these lines. !

As for wages, “adjustments” can-
not’ be -granted  without consldering
the:effect on the price level. Mr. Vin-
son-believes that increases should be
given only where the loss of over-
time would put workers below their
pre-war level or reduce them to ac-
tual hardship. '

More definitely, he comes out for
the proposal recently made by Eco-
nomic Stabilizer William H. Davis—
for a change in the Wage-Hour Law
to provide a 50-cent hourly mini-
mum, When Vinson says hardship, he
means hardship. '

Apart from this, Vinson has two
other ideas on wages:

1) That the employers will co-op-.
erate, since American business is
coming to realize that a high-wage

policy benefits all. (This will really

. be news to the employers.)

2) That “we must make a deter-
mined effort to substitute arbitration
and other orderly procedure in the

place of strikes and violence, with: .

their inevitable hardship to the work-

ers and the great ecenomic loss to

the nation.” i

Here, of course, Vinson is putting
in an obvious plug for the murderous
Ball-Burton-Hateh  bill,
been attacked in the strongest terms
by the whole labor movement. He in-
dicates—and it has long been obvi-

ous in other ways too—that the Ad- =~
ministration itself favors such a slave.
bill and that the idea is not at all =
peculiar to or original with Senators -

Ball, Burton, and Hateh,.o.. .0
UP TO WORKERS ¢

It should be added that Vingon, fols -
lowing Truman, speaks for somewhat :

higher, but still altogether insuffi-

, clent, unemployment benefits both

for veterans and for workers. He al-
so admits that large-scale public

works may be necessary and that..

the government has not yet planned
nearly enough of them. Why not?
Just a few months ago Byrnes, Vin-
son’s predecessor, was warning that
we must not be “stampeded” by “tem=

porary unemployment” into big pub- .

lic works projeects. ;
Every worker will do well to no-
tice this: Truman and Vinson feel

free to recommend some things that

Congress has no intention of acting
on. But Truman and Vinson—and
Roosevelt and Byrnes before them—

have had the power all along to end ' '
the Little Steel formula, There is no
law requiring that formula, This isa ==

nice ‘example of the way that our
capitalist “friends” are always pass-
ing the, buck,

That leaves the problem squrely-”

up to the workers themselves. They

will have to take some independent

action. Action in their plants, an old

Mind of action, which before the days- -
of the no-strike pledge proved its
usefulness, And action in politics, a -

new kind of action in politics—not
the support of “friends,” but the

building. of an independent Labor: -

Party, divorced from capitalist par-
ties and politicians and programs.

For the program of such a party''

we recommend for the attention and
study of all workers the program of

the Workers Party, which LABOR =

ACTION frequently prints and dis-
cusses. p

German Communist Party Against Soviets

By MARY BELL

No more communist than their’
American counterparts, no wiser af-
ter a dozen years of fascism, no less
treacherous to the interests of Ger-
man labor movement than they were
in 1933, the Communist Party of Ger-
many has issued a manifesto (June
25) revealing Stalin's aims in Ger-
many.

The main points in the manifesto
are:

(1) Repudiation of the soviet sys-
tem for present-day Germany.

(2) Support of free enterprise and
the profit system.

(3) Deoclaration of the guilt of the -

Germanh people for fascism, since
they “became a weapon of Hitler and
his imperialistic masters.”

(4) A confession of self-guilt, be-
cause “...we also feel ourselves
guilty, inasmuch as, despite all sac-
rifices costing our best fighters, we
were not able, as a“consequence of a:

series of iﬁktakes, to_force.an a.nti-‘

fascist unity of workers for the over-
. throw of Hitler.” :

The statement that the German
Communists are. oppesed to soviet,
ie, workers’ democratic . councils,
should cause no one to lift an eye-
brow. In Russia—and the Communist
Parties all. over the world merely
echo the policies of Stalin—the sovi-
ets were long ago dissolved. And in
country after country that the Rus-
siah armies have over-run, it has
been Stalin’s policy not merely not
to foster soviets, but where they
sprang up spontaneously from the
ranks of the anti-fascist workers,
ruthlessly to exterminate them.

FOR PRIVATE PROPERTY?

While the communists are the foes
of workers’ councils, on the other,
hand, it would be stupid to take-their
manifesto seriously when it says they
uphold private property and the prof-

it system. The manifesto itself gives
a clue to their real intentions, when
it states that all Geérman property
owners .and landholders “except the

'Nazis and rich collaborators” may re-

tain .their property and lands, That
“except”. covers the bulk of all Ger-
man property owners. The bulk of
large industrialists and large land-
owners are precisely those who sup-
ported Hitler. They were the “rich
collaborators.”

The resolution therefore serves'

Stalin’s professed and already exe-
cuted purpose: to pilfer, pillage and
plunder German property for the
benefit of the Russian bureaucracy.
It has been unsensationally disclosed
in more than one news dispatch that
this is exactly what the Russian
army has been doing.

Therefore, the manifesto plays up

prominently the support it pledges

to free enterprise for -one reason.
That is to soothe the apprehensions

Nt TR SR 1 Tl e g
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i :
«of the Anglo-American allies who, as -
imperialist rivals of Russia, are wary :
of the incorporation of German ass
sets in land and property ‘into the_---.'_'v'

Russian sphere of influence,

The accusation of “gmilty” in ref- .
erence to the responsibility of the
German workers for fascism also has
to be assessed in terms of Stalinist .
policy. This point, too, serves Stalin.
admirably. It allows him to vassalize'

the workers in Germany and to trans-
port others to the Russian slavehold
in the same cattle cars that were

used by the Germans to transport .

Russian workers to Hitler’s forced
labor camps! For if the German work-
ers are guilly and fascist-minded,
there attaches no moral guilt to sta-
lin's actions.

The debasement of the Ccmi'nunists. :

in “confessing” their own guilt, re-

veals the role Stalin has assigned e
them. First, it is a warning to any

(Continued on page 3).
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NEWS AND VIEWS rm THE LABOR FMM

The War Labor Board finally ap-

~ proved on June 22 a wage increase of

11.6% for Southern California work-
‘@rs: engaged in ship -repair work.
'Ehas action boosts the hourly wage of
- . an, hour to $1.34, or a daily in-
eienge. of $1.12, and affects some
15,000 workers, the majority of them

- in the Todd and Bethlehem shipyards

under contract with Local 19 of the
CIO Shipyard Workers Union. Al-
‘though the fight for this increase
‘Boes back four years, the increase is
n‘gtroactwe for a few months back
only. The same decision. abolishes all
double time payment, “dirty-hour”
‘pay, and calls for time and one-half
for overtime work.

The struggle of the ship repair
Wworkers: for- 11.6% wage differential
has a long history—four years. In
Ajpiil, 1841, a Master Agreement for
the Pacific Coast: contained the 11.6%
Wage differential for ship repair
Workérs as well as double time for
all. overtime. Then the whitiling be-
‘gan. On a technicality the premium

~¥ate was bragenly denied to Southern

California. Then the CIO and AFL
unions ‘entered into the maze of tech-
nicalities, red tape, and just plain old
stalling and. passing the buck.

The star performer in this run-
arofind was the War Labor ‘Board.
After the usual long delays, it held
hearings and called witnessés. Rea~
sons which had convinced it in Maine,

- New York, the Great Lakes, and

Tekas jist didn't impress it in South-
ern.'Galifernia. After endless stalling
and delay, the Board flatly refused to

. grant the differential in 1944, giving

phony reasons, such as the fear that
new ‘donstruction workers would quit

: -‘ﬂmh- Jobs to go into repair work.

\ ﬂidn’t ‘explain why this wasn't

Rea

The 1200 members of Local 2715,
VUnited -Steelworkers of America,
‘€IO, employed by the Reading plant
of the American Chain and Cable
‘Company, won the immediate objec-
tive of their six-day walkout which
Began at noon, Thursday, June 21,
‘when an arbitrator ruled that the
ACCO. should reinstate the local's

- grievance committee chairman.

At a mass meeting of the union

" 'held Tuesday morning, Jume 26, the
. members had voted to accept arbi-

trat;on‘or the case and to return to
work the following morning, Wednes-
: dny pending the decision of the arbi-
trator. The arbitrator handed, down
his ruling on Wednesday, June 27.
In this victorious action, the unity
and . determination of the members
-'of Tocal 2715 has been solidified to
an extent never before reached since
‘the Reading ACCO was first organ-
ized. The issue that has just been
settled ' to the satisfaction of the
workers is just one of the many im-
portant grievances that await solu-
tion. The members of Local 2715 look

forward to vigorous and aggressive-

action to settle the main questions
that affect their economic position—
their wage standards.

The ranks have shown that they
will stand firmly against any com-
pany. attempt to lop. off the eleeted
!‘officials of the union. They are now
eager for a call to action for the de-
cisive settlement of their other needs,
particularly the complete pegotiation
of the new contract that has been
stalled for about a year.

To.come to some understanding as
to.the kind of pressure that the mem-
bers of Local 2715 must bear upon

_ their officials, particularly the Bis-

trict Representatives and the Inter-
national Representatives, so that an
ag‘g:essi*ve fight will be undertaken

(Continued from page 1)

behind a fighting program of work-
ers’ needs. These misleaders ol labor
evidently intend to disregard tihe
growing. clamor of rank and file
workers for an independent Labor
Party—in fact, they go out of their
way in the fashion of the late Joint
Labor Council at Hibbing) to prem-
ise the bosses and their money-poli-
tician stooges no independent hbor
action.

To prove our point,” we ask all

hﬂners to tead over their copies of

ip Union Victory--After

the case in every other section of thc;
country:—just another one of those
Californian exceptions.

And there the case rested, in the
grave of the: War Labor Board along
with thousands of other cases, until
a few weeks ago. And why did the
War Labor Board agree to reconsider
its. decision of a year back? There
were two major reasons for this re-
versal. In the first place, the recon-
sideration was instigated by the Pa-
cific Coast Sehators from California,
Washington, and Oregon, notably
Senator’ Wayne Morse (Republican)
from Oregon, formerly a member of
the War Labor Board himself.

‘WHY ACTION NOW?
What motivated the worthy Sen-

ators? Concern for the Southern Cal- -

ifornia workers? Did they speak as
representatives of labor in Congréss?
NO-—their codcern was -to represent
the interests of the Northern Cali-
fornia ship repair yard owners and
they respondéd with -admirable -alac-
rity, As a result of the recent Pacific
battles, particularly the battle. for
Okinawa, a heavy flow of ships is
coming into Pacific ports for repair
work.

Because of the lower wages paid in
Sonthern California, “Yards in South-
érn California were clogged with
emergency repair jolis while only a
trickle of ‘such jobs were -allocated to
the San Frandisco Bay area and
Northwest Pacific plants.” (AFL)
Naturally the Northern Pacific ship-
yard owners were indignant at los-
ing all this Tacrative business to the
Southern ports and began raising a
howl at all the profits that the South-
ern yards were making.

The representatives of business and

for the many beefs that the workers
want settled, it is hecessary to make
an analysis of the internal politics of
the whole walk-out &nd related prob-
lems.

OFFICERS’ HYPOCRISY

First, this walk-out was given the
‘backhanded support of the - District
Officers. These officials have made
clear that. they are willing to violate
the no-sirike pledge when it suits
their. needs. Let us note that rarely,
in fact at no time, do they sanction
strike action when it is used on be-
half of the economic needs of the
workers. Then *why did they give
their behind-the- -sgenes support to the
walk-out just concluded? Because the
Chairman of the Grievance Commit-
tee, Robert Troilo. who is the com-
mifteeman who was fired, s a stooge
of the Distriot office.

This same Robert Troilo was Pres-
ident of Local 2715 for one year.
During his term of office he estab-
lished an unenviable record of in-
aptitude in handling the administra-
tion of the local and as a bungler in

dealing with griévance questions. .

Troilo ‘was used by the District office
for two purposes. First, to iry to

management in Congress promptly
got their cues, and led by Senator
Morse they demanded that the War.
Labor Board reconsider the question.
Speakers for the CIO and the AFL
gave the. same arguments of several
years' standing now. They pleaded
the case of the workers and the Board
would have turned the same deaf ear
to such pleadings and beggings. The
‘Board knew that the no-strike pledge
binds the CIO hand and foot, and that
the shipyard unions had taken their
refusals of 11.6% in the past quietly
and meekly. Despite the arrogant
denial by the Board, the CIO Ship-
yard Workers Union had weakly sub-’
mitted and limited their dissatisfac-
tion to grumblings.

But the Board responded fo the
pressure of the big shipyard olwners.
Senator Morse was their mouthpiece.
He charged that the procurement
agencies were feeding ships in to the

Los Angeles repair yards “out of pro-

Associated Press dispatch
from Kansas City on June
11: :

“"Wartime wage increases
have more than met
the rising cost of
living, Dr.
George W,
Taylor, na-

man of the Wur Labor Board,
asserted today."

break the grip of the old administra-
tion, which was in many respects
progressive, and which opposed, at
least verbally, the policy of the na-
tional officials of the USA-CIO. Sec-
ondly, to transform the local into a
football for the local Democratic
Party machine. For his labors, Troilo
was unceremoniously voted out of
the presidency of the local in the re-
cent elections held several weeks ago.

By a fluke he was elecied to the
grievance committee. As a gesture of

good fellowship he was elected chair- °

man of this committee. When the
members of Local 2714 walked out in
protest against the company's firing
of Troilo, they made it clear that
they were not endorsing Troilo, pef-
sonally, but were fightfing against the
attempt of the company to take ar-
bitrary action against any elected of-
ficer of the local. The district office
naturally supported him because he
is their main figurehead in the local,

to be kept in reserve for future use,

The workers at the ACCO can very
well ask themselves, “What kind of
action will our officials take now to
satisfy our other needs, to settle the
other grievances? We do not refer to
the newly elected officers of the local.

favor its repeal.

What Could Be Better—for Bosses?

On May 17 the New York Times asked members of Congress who
voted for the Smith-Connally anti-strike law whether they would now

Said Senator Burton of Ohio: “I am hot for repeal uiless we can get
something better, and 1 don’t know what that would be.”

On. June 20, Senator Burton, along with Senators Ball and Hatch,
introduced a biggér and better anti-strike law.

The senators claimed that they and their friends had been working
on this bill for months and even years.

Midwest Labor. Do you find anything
but fine words? Do you discern any
hint of a solution to our needs for
jobs and full pay checks? The labor
“leaders” are going to get us a guar-
anteed annual wage, feriy-eight
hours' pay for forty. hours’ work, a
twenty per cent wase boost imme-
diately.

But do they tell you-HOW?

By wiggling up to President Tru-
man’s back door on hands and Knees

" and begglng the “Chief” for a 'hmd—

out?

HOW are they, gﬁux to get these

New York Newspaper s-ifﬁkg.. "

(Continued from page 1)
“War-time has been a boom-time ta
newspapers and the New York pub-
lishers have cashed in on the public's
demand for news of the course of the
Yat. What's more, with few excep-

. tithms, New York papers have raised

their prices in the last five years.

Usually anti-labor and pro-corpo-
ration, the struck newspapers have
Teally gone to town against their own
workers, printing column after ‘col-
umncof ‘defamationl and:-distorting the
union’s.case so as to marshall public
opinion to their own side.

Thé union, which is not affiliated
to either the CIO or AFL, has not
helped its causer any by refraining
from any attempt to obtain the sup-
port of the labor movenient in New
York. Outside of skeleton picket
lines: in front of the newspaper
plants; no effort has been made to
develop a city-wide and labor-wide
boycott of the struck newspapers.
The union hag even condoned the
purchase of single copies of the daily
editions at individual newspaper of-

fices.

minimum conditions for labor when
they handcuff, shackle, bind and gag
the workers with no-strike pledges,
promises of no independent political
action, labor - management commit-
tees and the rest of their rigmarole?

¥ou saw what happened after we
voted in ohe President, some twelve
senators and eighty-eight representa-
tives in the '44 elections! The Presi-
dent démanded .a totalitarian labor
draft, a large majority of the eighty-
eight represéntatives voted in favor
of it and most of the twelve senators
said that $1,700 a year is enough for
sany worker's family to live on.

The miners and all workers of
Minnesota must face the facts. We
must take a new course. All the old
formulas have failed. Support to the
old parties of capitalism holds noth-
ing for us but breadlines and bul-
lets, war and depression, unemploy-
ment and death. “Free enterprise”

‘today means the freedom of the blg

business monopolies to sweat. us
when they need us and to boot us out
the ‘minute their profits are threat-
ened. Free enterprise to us means
just one thing: We are free to seIl
our labor power to one company or
another, to vote for one representa-
tive of big business or another, to
c¢hoose the soup kltchen m' 'aneap-
olis or the bread line in St. Paul,

You miners say over and over

" resolutions,

JL\\ tional chair- |

" < July-16, 1945

Four Years

portion” to the Northern ports. “Dis-
crimination is building up a prefer-
eérice for Los Angeles yards for ship
repair,” he charged. “This is a serious
economic disadvantage to other Pa-
cific ports.” Naturally the politidian
Morse, elected by labor’s votes, didn't
miss the opportunity to pose as la-
bor’s friend and succeeded in fooling
some of the union leadership but not
the rank and file.

There was a second major reason
whic¢h reversed the Board's position.

While Local No. 9 of the Shipyard
Workers Union, under predominant-
ly Stalinist control, contented itself
with a “mass rally of the community,”
the AFL conducted a strike vote un-
der the provisions of the Smith-Con-
nally Act. Although the AFL has
only a few thousand repair workers
scattered in about ten small ship-
yards in Southern California, they
understand that postcards, telegrams,
meetings, and similar
supplications are nowhere as effec-
tive as a strike vote. When the WLB
reconsideration hearing was set for
June 20, they called for a strike vote
to demonstrate that the workers were
sick and tired of talk and more talk.
The vote to strike was carried over-
whelmingly, 2658 to 196, and showed
the temper of the workers, although
it is doubtful that the AFL leaders-
ship would. have had the guts to pull
anything, Still the vote was a pow-
erful threat, and there ‘was much talk
among the rank and filers in the CIO
yards in sympathy and support of this
vote,

/alkout Wins Demands

They are an aggressive and alert
group of fighters. These local officers
want to come to grips with the com-
pany. All of the members of Local
2715, including especially the officers,
must be concerned with the kind of
support they can expect from the
Distriet and National office. It is only
on this score that one can make any
kind of criticism of the officers of
Logal 2715. That is, as a whole, they
do not have®*any definite plans and
ideas as to how to put the weight
and strength of the local behind a
vigorous campaign to impress the

national and district officers of the
USA-CIO, that the rank and file

workers of the union want the policy
of the union changed. The rank and
file ‘want the' policy of the union
changed so that they can make a real
fight against company provocations
and for their just demands and needs.

In future issues of LABOR AC-
TION, we will deal with these ques-
tions more specifically. But one thing
should be clear, and that is that one
of the most immediate and urgently
needed changes in policy is to re-
scind the no-strike pledge. This is
especially true now, when Local 2715
has an aggressive and courageous
leadership, which is hampered as a
result of our inability to strike with-
ot all Kkinds of intimidation and
threats cast at us.

In the coming period, reseind the
no-strike pledge, must become the
‘battle cry of those progressive and
militants who seek 1o put some real
fighting. strength into the trades-
unions. ‘

‘A Program for Iron Range Miners - -

again: “Something’'s got fo be done.
There's got to be a change.” But your
words mean nothing without a defi-
nite policy to give them life. Prove
you mean what you say by the fol-
lowing DEEDS:

1. Subscribe to LABOR ACTION.
It costs only sixty cenis a year and
it gives you facts and a workable
program io follow. Hundreds of Iron
Range workers are reading it every
week.

2. Fight in your local lodges to
scrap the no-sirike pledge. Demand
an end to the pathetic labor-manage-
ment committees. Get off the War La-
bor Board!

3. Instruct your delegates to vote
for progressive rank and ‘file c¢an-
diddtes at conventions—if the ODT
ever permits real labor conventions
to be held again. Get rid of the mis-
leaders of labor, the labor lieutenants
of capital!

. 4.. Pass resolutions in your local
Ioﬂges demanding that the Jabor lead-
ers organize ‘an independent Labor
Party based on the unions. Let's stop
tossing, our thirty-one million votes
down the capitalist ratholes!

5. Call mass meetings of rank and
file workers in all the Range towns.
Work out a fighting program to pro-

teet Yyourselves “and your families
from the cold-blooded attack of the .
companies! Don't take it lying down! -

®

By WALTER WEISS
Man-Made Scarcity

A serious bottleneck in recon-
version to civilian goods is said
to be a shortage of sheet and strip
steel. ' )

Reportis the Journal of Com-
merce on July 7:

“A major cause of the scarcity
...is the inclination of the metal
industry to cut down on ‘high-
cost’ operations as government op-
erations are reduced, several War
Production Board officials, who
refused to be quoted, said..

“They contended that mill op-
erations are concentrated more on
production of shapes and forms
which can be produced cheaply
pending price and labor ecompeti-
tion, which would make the ‘high-
cost’ operations profitable.” ’

ing for:

1) More cutbacks to increase un-
employment, so they can drive
wages down, and

2) A pile-up of orders, so that
prices can be pushed up.

Naturally, - WPB officials don't
want to be quoted. It's not nice
to accuse fellow capitalists of go-
ing on strike. It would be bad for
the morale of the boys in the fox-
holes.

e

"Butch" Butchers Facts

. In a recent Sunday broadcast to
the citizens of New York, Mayor
Fiorello

(Butch) LaGuardia
“proved” that
meat packers
lose money un-
der present
ceiling prices.

Comments
Time magazine of July 9:

“But what Butch forgot was that
most big meat packers do not
make profits from meat sales
alone, buf from the sale of by-

In other words, they are wait-

WHAT,.THEY SAY—

products (fertilizers, soap, glue).”

And what profits! CIO’s Cost-of-
Living Committee has shown that
the eight biggest packers “earned”
before taxes almost seven times
-as much in 1944 as they averaged
during the 1936-39 period. After all
taxkes, profits were a little less
than THREE times as high. To
meet this crisis in the profit sys-
tem, subsidies to the packers have
been increased several times this
year. '

- .

Rubber Workers, Attention!

Business Week, a magazine for
corporation executives, reports in
its July 7 issue that the Office of
Defense Transportation has come
to understand la!wr affairs very
well,

Proof? The request of the United
Rubber Workers for a convention
has been turned down, while the
National Maritime Union was
given a go-ahead signal.

Business Week says that the
rubber workers would surely end
their no-strike pledge and might
even call an industry-wide strike.
On the other hand, “it is complete--
ly safe to assume that the National
Maritime Union convention will
do nothing that the officers them-
selves would not do anyway.”

The NMU, as you probably
know, is dominated by Stalin’s
boys of the “Communist” Political
Association,

Of course, the ODT, having a
great respect for democracy, could
not give the true explanation for
allowing the NMU convention but
stated instead that about one-half
the members claim New York, the
convention place, as their home
port.

It would be very interesting to
see what wotild happen if the rub-
ber workers should locate a “home
port”” where pgreat numbers of
the members live.

Browder and Bridges

Time magazine of July 2 re-
ports that Harry Bridges received
many messages of congratulations
(some from employers) after the
. Supreme Court
ruled against
 his deportation
on the ground
that the Justice .
Department had
not proved that
he was a mem-
ber of the

@, - Co mm_m:nist'
; (S t alinist)
E MSEE Party,

To show his gratitude, Harly
joined Earl Browder to form a
minority of two in the current
Communist Party “discussion” on
the shift of line recently ordered
by Stalin. Said Harry:

“The capitalist system is going
to be around for a long time, and
we have to shape a labor program
to fit the system.” '

Not that the new Communist
Party line is to date very much
different from Browder's and
Bridges’ ideas, except in some of
its language.

' °
It. Depends on
Your Point of View

Describing prospects for the re-
conversion and post-war periods,
the United States News of July 6
says:

“Wage and salary earners, wage
earners in particular, are as a
group to take a big cut in income
under the most favorable circum-
stances....

“Altogether, except in the field
of wage payments, the income pic-
ture for post-war seems bright.”
(If not the editors of the Unifed:
States News.)

In other wprds, if the wage
earners continue to tlolerate the
capitalist system, the picture
seems bright—except for most of
the people,

Army Breaks Truck Strike

By ROY GOULD #

CHICAGO.—This city has taken on the aspect of an
armed camp. Over 16,000 soldeirs are stationed here. By
a gigantic effort the Army has finally succeeded in
breaking the second truck drivers strike—an epic strike
for decent wages and hours, a stubborn battle -against
the government and its armed forces.

It took 11,000 MP’s and 5.000 Army drivers to break

this strike of 10,000 truckers.

These troops were brought in from distant places,
such as Massachusetts. Soldiers with overseas experience
were deliberately selected for the task. Some formations
were lectured by their officers, who told them that they
were being sent here to break the strike and that any-
one not cooperating fully would be docked thlrty dis-

charge points.

‘GOVERNMENT BREAKS STRIKE

—Soon the city was overrun—knots of soldiers here
and there at trucking establishments, soldiers escorting

trucks and convoys everywhere, and

and from work on the street cars. Every vacant park

was turned into a camping grounds.

A common sight was a big trailer truck stuck some-
where because some green soldier driver could not back
it out. The population was friendly to these soldier boys,
knowing that it was not their fault, but the sympathy
of every working man was with the exploited strikers

who persisted 'in their uphill battle,

= T

itable.

The AFL teamsters, striking against the orders of
their own scab union, trickled back to work first, but
the 6,000 members of the independent union still stayed
out. After ten days their executive board accepted a mo-
tion to call off fhe strike in face of the overwhelmmg
odds. This move was opposed by Steve Slahor, presi-
dent, on the ground that’the board ‘cotild Hot ¢all ‘off a
strike voted by the membership. He was defeated and
the board tried to call off the strike, but immediately
fifty or seventy-five stewards from the leading batns
seized ‘the union halls and telephones, annotncing that
the sirike was continuing until the membeérship meeting.
At this meeting the workers finally bowed to the inev-

The ODT had already announced that the strike was
collapsing. The Army had caught up with the backlog of

military supplies and was moving in on accumulated
civilian stocks. The press was waging a vicious back:to-
work campaign, as was the AFL union. Under these cir-

soldiers going to

The Harvester workers,

cumstances the independent union could scarcely hope
to beat down the WLB.

Their magnificent battle was not in vain, however.
the Donnelley workers and

others took courage and also struck aghinst the WLB at

the same time. This strike is a ‘dramatic example of
rank and file labor solidarity and a milestone on the road
of Chicago labor toward understanding the friendship
of big business and government AGAINST organized
labor. It is a lesson in the necessity of independent labur

politics—an indepemlem Labor Party.

Gen. Motors’ Demerit Plan

By D. B.

ST. LOUIS —Those North American
Aviation slaves don’'t know how
lacky they are. They at least have a
chance to redeem themselves by be-
ing very, very good boys over a pe-
riod of time. They have the advan-
tage of knowing the number of de-
merits they have earned —and the
additional numbers required to sepa-
rate them from their pay checks.
(LABOR ACTION carried a story on
North Amer__ican's demerit system on
July 2—Ed.)

Buf here at General Motors in St.
Louis we have a list of forty regula-
tions laid down by the company, un-
dér twenty-eight of which the com-
pany can exercise its right to dis-
charge any empioyee, regardless of
his past record. “And don’t you come
around here with any squawks,” says
the union. “You've got a copy of the.
book of rules and you signed for it. -
S0 you can't say you didn't know.”

-

Cutbacks are the order of the day
in the St. Louis area. And as LABOR
ACTION . predicted, the bosses have
done nothing to take up the slack.

The USES office is crowded daily
with victims of the war WPA. They
are sent to all kinds of places by the
bureaucrats, whether the job you are
sent to has any relat:onshlp to your
past experience or not.

The workers are told they will be
allowed only four weeks' unemploy-
ment insurance instead of the usual
sixteen weeks unless they make
themselves “available for employ-
ment.” ..

USES RUN-AROUND

What do they mean by “available”?
They mean that if you are offered a
job at fifty cents an hour and don't
take it, four weeks is all you get, re-
gardless of your previous expe-rience
or rate of pay.

Union officers are so helpless it is

pitiful. All they can do is coach the
members how to lie successfully. By

telling them to act dumb and report.

back to the USES that the outfit you
were sent to wouldn't consider hir-
ing you.

If the Ball-Burton-Hatch bill goes
through Congress, a good :many union
bureaucrats will be in the ranks of
the unemployed themselves. When
the government sets up machinery to
regulate relations between employer
and employee, it is taking away the
rights of the unions.

Their membership will dwindle
away because union bosses with their
program of collaboration with the
employers have led the workers up
a blind alley. Unless organized Iabor
gets rid of its present top leadership

and steps into the arena with a La- )

bor Party and a progressive workers’
and farmers’ program, as advocated
by LABOR ACTION, the future. looks
dark for the workers of America.

CLEVELANDERS:

Reserve—
Wednesday Evening

August 1

.See Next Week’s Issue of r
" LABOR ACTION

Los Angeles Readers:

 LABOR ACTION FORUM
At St. Paul's Church
21st St. and Naomi, Los Angeles

July 30—
Jim Crow in the
Army and Navy
L ]
FREE ADMISSION
‘Questions, Discussion . Welcol;:e_ :

Akron Labor Action Forum:

"Is Strike Action
Alone Enough?"
SPEAKER

ERNEST LUND
Well Known Socialist Educator

772 RAYMOND ST. (rear)

i AKRON
TUESDAY, JULY 31, 8:00 P. M.

Admission Free b
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FOR THE UNEMPLOYED AND VETERANS:

1. Full unemployment insurance beginning
with $30 a week for single men and women
and graduated upward for dependencies to all
workers for whom government and industry do
mot ‘find jobs. _

2. Absorption of all workers thrown into un-
employment during reconversion by reduction
of ‘the work-week with no reduetion in wee’kly
take-home pay.

" 3. Two years’ base pay grant to all demo-
bilized veterans, with the option of trade school
atid higher educational facilities at governmerft
expense;, guarantee of adequate family main-
tenance and guarantee of decent jobs.

FOR THE POST-WAR:

4. A job for every worker with a guaranieed
minimum annual wage of $2,500 per year. A
rising standard of living, by means of govern-
ment planning to insure the highest national
‘production and income.

5. A guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all
workers' families by means of a planned rise in

Workers Party Program for Orgtmized l.abor

In the Reconversion and Posf—Wur Perlod

- $25,000 ceiling on total individual income, and a

the natmnal income and a thirty-hour maxi-
mum work week. ’

THESE AIMS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH:

6. A $250 billion five-year program to pro-
vide decent’ housing for all, extensive publie
works, rural electrification and modernization.
7. Conscription of all war jndustries; nation-
alishsion of the banks, big industrial monopolies
and’ transportation systems, and no handing
over of government-built and owned plants and
facilities to private ownership.

8. A 100 per cent tax on all war profits above
a five per cent maximum on invested capital; a

graduated capital levy on all accumulated
wealth-over $50,000 to cover war costs and pro-
vide post-war security for'laber.

THIS PROGRAM TO BE CARRIED OUT BY:
9. Control of production by dcmocrntlcally—
elecled workers’ commitiees.

10. An ifidepéndent Lakor Party and a work-
ers Igovernment.

Who's Behind the Bilbos?

For the past two weeks the Senate of the United
States has had the - Fair Employment Practices

‘Committee under consideration. Concretely the

Senate had before it the consideration of the ques-

tion of making an appropriation for the continu-

ation of this body for another year.

There are those who are opposed to the FEPC
and’ its ‘activities. There are others who have no
particular concern over the FEPC and do not ex-
press any interest erl:her in its continuation or iis
elimination. Thére is a third group who favor ‘the
FEPC and would like to see it made a permanént
‘governmental body. While the Workers Party is
in substantial agreement with the third -group on
the ‘quéstion of the FEPC it is not this which we
Ywant to discuss.

A DISGUSTING SPECTACLE
' Right now we are concerned with the spectacle
which is taking place in the Senate around the

.matter of the FEPC. Our concern is not primarily’

with Senators Bilbo and Eastland. We know what

they are. Every even semi-intelligent man and '

woman knows pretty much what kind of people
these two men are. All one has to do is read the
things they said in the debate on the FEPC or any
of the speeches these two have been making con-
staritly on the floor of the United States Senate.
They are known variously as “Negro haters,” anti-
Semites,” “kluxers,” “reactionaries,” etc.

‘Bilbo, Eastland, Rankin and their like are all
these things but they are more. The first two are
U. ‘8. Senators, the latter a Representative, They
are the representatives of the cotton barons, of the
southern mboney-lenders, manufacturers and lamnd-
lords.  They are anti-labor and the political repre-
sentatives of all those interests which want to
Keep the South an’ open shop. They are the tools
of the commercial, industrial and agricultural in-
terests of the South, which in one way or another
ofganize’ the pogroms against lalior organizers;
which ‘organize thé lynching and mob - murder
against Negroes and which keep the South ‘the
most backward area in the civilized world.

How can Bilbo, Eastland and their kind do the
things they do and say the things they do and keep
going? How do they get elected year after year.
and remain in the U. S. Senate? It is because the

- masses in the South particularly have béen de-
.luded with the poison of race hate and racial

superiority. It is because the masses in-that back-
ward section do not vote. It is because the working
class in the land ‘of Bilbo is not organized. It is be-
cause the South, in its relations with the masses of
the ‘people, exalts ignorante, bestiality and stu-

_ pidity.

Bilbo and his kind are in the Senate because
Ihe masses of the South have not yet lified up
their heads. These masses, black and white, are not
w’holly unlike the serfs of medieval Europe: they
are shackled in body and mind. They do not know
who their real enemies are, nor why. The result of
this enslavement, of this degrada.t:on, oppression
and exploitation is Bilbo: champion of “white
supremacy,” defender of “white womanhood.”

But when all this is said there are other things
that must be said, and other ‘questions that must
be-asked. Why ‘does the Senate of the United States
listen to Bilbo? Why don't these civilized ladies

The New York Times of July 6 carried a story
on the parade staged by thousands of Milan's
working men. and women — demanding lower
prices and higher wages. American tanks, which
have been used to uphold collaborationist rulers
in Belgium and Italy and by the British against
the 'Greek anti-fascists, lined the demonstration
to maintain “order.”

These workers suffered in the factory-prisons
under Mussolini; they formed the backbone of the
militias that drove the German Nazis out of the
northern part of Italy. Now, in Milan, for instance,
only twenty per cent of them are employed. Gen-
eral strikes are breaking out in Turin and other
towns.

A spokesman for the workers in the Milan
presented a set of demands to the American Mili-

tary Govemment‘s "Colonel . Charles ‘Poletti, in-

cluding emergency pay and better dlstnbunon of

goods.’
; The workérs. won some of their demands, in-

cliiditig emetgenty inémployment pay .of three-
quarbers of what they would get if . they were

and gentlemen attack Bilbo or leave the Senate
chamber in disgust? Why is there no real anger in

Congress against Bilbo? In place of real anger we

find that even-the supporters of the FEPC are will-
ing to compromise and bow to the demands of a
Bilbo and an Eastland. Not only this, but the Re-
publican Party (“remember Abraham Lincoln”),
the saints of “freedom road,” go so far as to make
a block with Bilbo and Eastland.

SENATE TOLERATES BILBO

The members of the Senate of the United States
tolerate Bilbo because they agree with him, The
vast majority of them do not express themselves
in the filthy language of Bilbo, they are more
subtle, more refined, but they themselves carry on
substantially as does Bilbo. Bilbo is anti-labor and
so are the rest of them. Bilbo represents the ex-
ploiters in his small way, while the senators from
the North represent the exploiters of the masses
in a big way. Bilbo's field is the South, while Taft
and his kind represents those industrial and finan-
cial interests whose field of operation is the whole
country and the whole world. They are all one
and there is afi indissoluble bond between them.

Bilbo and his kind stand for Jim Crow. So do
Taft and his-kind. They both stand’ for the present
and age-old  policy of Jim Crow of the federal
government and the whole ruling class in the
United States. The Congress of the U. 8., even
those members who support the FEPC bill, have
not taken a single step to wipe out Jim Crow as
a national policy. They do not even clean out the
Jim Crow’ disgrace from the national government.
On the contrary, they support it along with Bilbo.
That’s ‘one reason why they don’t and cannot deal
with Bilbo. They don’t want to. They are in step
with Bilbo on‘ the fandamental question of Jim
Crow of Negroes and the exploitation of the whole
working class,

The answer to Bilbo, Taft and all the Negro
haters, labor haters, and exploiters can only be
given by the working ‘class, the whole working
class, black and white. -

LABOR'S JOB

Let the .labor movement first cleanse itself:
eliminate Jim Crow within the ranks of labor.
Organize the South. Organize and educate the
workers of the South; black and white. Bind them
together into warkmg class brotherhood and com-
radeship.

O‘rgani‘xe the working class in the who]e coun-
try to fight against every injustice to every work-
¢r, no matter what his race, creed, sex or national-
ity. : e

Organize the entire working class independent-
ly to'give battle on the economic and the political
field.

Prepare the workmg class to take political
power.: .

This is the reply we should make to Bllbo, to
Taft, to Republicans and Democrats alike. Then
there will be no need for a stop-gap FEPC. Then
we will not have to listen to a Bilbo. Unless it is
to hear his voice coming up from the chain gang,
to which he has been consigned by the proper jus-
tice ot an enlightened and wrathful working class.

"

Italy Still To Be Liberated

“non-partisan,” individual signs carried the slo«
gan “Down with capitalism.” Certainly these

workers have gained nothing from either the Ital-

ian or Allied variety of capitalism.

The plight of the Italian anti-fascists demon-
stratés that American and Ttalian workers should
call 6n the government to withdraw its repressive
AMG appsaratus, which continues to rest on some
local’' fascists, and: the Halian working people
should rid themselves ‘of the remainder of their
nppressom and- set up their own democratic gov-
ermﬂent.

|
NEXT WEEK:

Slums. Congestion and Blight—Fifth of the
Housmg Series, by Manan Gonld
°
A Post Mortem on the 'Frisco _Worlc_l Secur-
ity Conference, by Ernest Lund
’ ]
' “Errors” --of - the-- Greek - Communist: Party,”
by Jim Tanakos
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Left Parties Spurn United
Action Agamst G. L. K. Smith

By JACK BRENT

LOS AN_GELES.—AHer having held
a successful picketing demonstiration
on., June 25 against the American
fuehrer, Gerald L. K. Smith, which
rallied over 150 active pickets and
500 sympathetic spectators, the Los
Angeles branch of the Workers Party
held a repeat demonstration at his
meeting of June 28. The second time,
the picket line was maintained until
the meeting ended. A brief outdoor
‘meeting was held at which partici-
pants in the ‘demonstration were
thanked for their cooperation and
told of the necessity to form an Anti-
Fascist Commiftee to combat Smith
and all other budding faécists at
every point.

The leading newspapers maintained
a conspiracy of silence on the dem-
onstration as well as on the Smith
meeting. However, the Los Angeles
Sentinel, a leading Negro weekly,
carried a spread which included pic-
tures of the picket line in front of
the Philharmonic Auditoriur. The
Citizens-News, a Hollywood daily,
which is the only local newspaper
that ‘has been exposing Smith con-
sistently did mention the demonstra-
tion led by the Workers Party in its
release on the Smith meeting.

Carey McWilliams paid tribute to
the first demonstration in PM of July
9, but failed to recognize the spon-
SOTs. ' i

The fascists are now organizing
openly. Gerald L. K. Smith, fuehrer
of America's nationalists (fascists),
has decided to establish a beachhead
in Los Angeles. Smith is planning to
make his headgquarters here in Los
Angeles, if the'response is’ good and
atmosphere favorable, He is now bid-
ding for the support of elements
aside from the “Ham ’'n’ Eggers’ and
Townsendites. He is addressing the
industrialists in' the city, “‘I'M your
man for. the post-war period. I can
attract a real following for the tasks
ahead—smashing the' trades unions
arid the radical parties.”

His success therefore depends on
well organized meetings which are
open only to select audience, favor-
able publicity and the passivity of
the trade unions, socialists and lib-
eral anti-fascists. He is being spon-
sored by a “Committee of 600 Pas-
tors,” a non-existent organization,
and one city Councilman, Meade Me-
Clanahan.

UNITED FRONT CALL

Friends of LABOR ACTION and
the Workers Party responded imme-
diately to the announcement of the
Smith meeting with an invitation to
the Socialist Party, the Socialist La-
bor Party and the Socialist Workers
Party to join in a protest demonstra-
tion against the fascists. Although
no one can fail to see the real men-
ace to the workers that this Ameri-
can Hitler represents, yet not one’ of
the above organizations agreed to

" join the Workers Party in a united

front against the first open drive of
the fascists to entrench themselves in
Los Angeles,

With the customary nonchalance of
sky-dwellers, the Socialist Labor Par-
ty representative hinted that nothing
would be done, although “the com-~
mittee will consider it.” That is real-
ly consistent with the policy of an
organization whose main struggle
against capitalism cons:sts of wrltmg
furious manifestoes.

The Socialist Party organizer in-
formed us that it was unlikely that
the party would join hands with
“Bawlsheviks.” His intense emotional
disagreement with bolshevism blinds
this respectable gentleman tfo the
necessity of waging an effective
struggle against fascism. Presumably
the Smith meeting wasn’t important
enough to be bothered with.

SWP DISDAIN

Our next visit, to the Socialist
Workers Party, proved equally fu-
tile. Yes, we were teld, the local com-
mittee would discuss the matter. The
two members we spoke to; however,

indicated that our efforts were wast—
ed. “Yes, you can quote me,” one
said sneeringly. “We are not inter-
esteéd in a united front with a two-
by-four organization which is anti-
revolutionary.” If the Workers Par-
iy were a mass organization like the
Communist Political Association, then

it would be. worth their while. “As

it is, you of the Workers Party can
have all the: glnry.” he added.

This local leader is evidently un-
der the impression that the struggle
against fascism is a game of marbles’
‘—no- thanks, we're not playing right
now. The Workers Party is a small
organization, you see, while they rep-
resent a real mass organization (at
least two-by-sx, not two-by-four).
These local leaders are not only in-
fecting their young members with
the arrogamnce that in all fairness be-
longs only to the “bureaucrats,” but
are - also miseducating anyone they
reach with their distortions as to the
nature of the united front.

The only criteria for joint action
in this instance are (1) Smith is a
fascist, (2) the working class should
be aroused to the necessity for an
open stand against him and (3) the
fight against Smith-  would be more
effective if the two organizations
joined on this specific issue.

The basis for the shameful do-
nothing policy of the SWP is (1) now
is not the time and (2) their party
can do it better alone.

“The only moral people” will have
to explain to their membership why
they refused to participate in the
protest demonstration. It seems in-
credible that the SWP will simply

continue its abstentionist policy to-
ward the fascists. That is the surest
road to political suicide.

Despite the official “stay - away”
line, four members of the Socialist
Party and three members of the Sa-
cialist Workers Party saw the neces-
sity of “fighting fascism now, and
joined the picket line.

Akron Goodyear Strike - -

(Continued f;'om page 1)

year foremen are frying to crowd
the workers as usual, now acting as
though thiey are under direct Navy
orders and in_ general . thinking. they..
have the. workers over the bairel.
On dlrecting the membership {o
return to work in compliance with
the Navy orders, Présidenti Wheeler
of Local No. 2 stated: “We intend to
have all grievances settled. You will
get the justice you deserve. We will
demand that we get back eur night
shift bonus and wvacation pay. And
we will also ask for a union shop.”

‘Some few members of the local at

the last membership meeting took the
position that nothing had been gained
as a result of their nineteen -day
walkout. Many unionists took strong
exception to this—pointing out that
they had fought all their enemies
unitedly for.a long period on behalf
of union principles and that the
struggle was going to continue now
under new conditions and methods.
They pointed out return to work
was essential because the Navy has
threatened use of “all official sanc-
tions and measures” against those not

- returning, as well as invoking the
notorious Smith-Connally Act penal- .

ties against future strikes while the
Navy has control.

There is every indication that the
War Labor Board intends to let the
Goodyear workers “stew in their
own juices” while the Navy is ‘at
hand. The WLB and the capitalist
politicians behind -it hope that the
workers don’t look on the Navy-seiz-
ure as a'victory” (which they don't,
since the union told -President Tru-
man it wasn't necessary);, and will
bend their utmost effort to try ‘to
swindle the workers out of the tre-
mendous moral, physchological and
organizational victory they won in
their 19 days on' strike.

The Navy is reported to be trying

to get Selective Service to rescind its
order calling for the reexamination
or induction of all the workers. If
this is a irue report, it comeés only as
a result of the intense opposition
this tyrannical order, invoked by W.

_H. Davis, economic stabilization: di-

rector,, produced in all of Akron.
County draft board officials camne
early to open rebellion over this dra-

. .conic edict..

The chairman of local draft board
No. 1 wrote in part as follows to the
state draft officials:

-

MURRAY: TO INTERVENE

“It is easy fo issue an order when
the issuing authority has no active
part in, carrying same into effect....
Our community is forn asunder with
the possibility of neighbor being ar-
ing arrainged against neighbor...we
should not be forced to become a
strike-breaking agency....”

German Communist

(Continued from page 1)

Communist who still has illusions
that his party has any revolutionary
or socialist goal, that this is decidédly
not the case. Stalin has his NKVD
(secret police) to deal with any mem-
ber who has gotten “out of touch”
with the party line during the years
of fascist repression and still tries to
act as a leader of the working class
towards its emancipation

COMMUNISTS ARE GUILTY

This is not to say that the Commu-
nists are not guilty for the victory
of Hitler and the present barbaric
plight of the German workers. Act-
ing on the theory of “social fascism”
at the period of:Hitler's coming to
power, they considered the socialist
and trade union leaders as the main
danger. They considered Hitlerism
only a passing evil, after which their

day would come! This theory made:

it possible for them to repudiate any
united front ‘action with other work-

ers’ organizations and:even’ to' hold

united fronts with fascists, When Hit-
ler's armed bands were terrorizing
the workers, the socialists forbade
their workers’ militia, the Reich-

~+- GENERALISSIMO ' STALIN e

o e S LT L o A e

Even the Akron Beacon Journal
was forced by mass revulsion against
this strike-breaking to come out edi-
torially for its rescinding! Here again
it was the striking union itself that
took the leadership in conducting the
fight against the draft measures,

AGAINST DALRYMPLE

Goodyear and Firestone unions
called upon Phil Murray for support

against Dalrymple, international
URWA president, in the following .
telegram:

“We are paying over $11,000 per
capita tax to the International uniom
per month.... We have received no
assistance ‘whatever from the Inter-
national union in the sitmation which
led up to the present crisis, and none
whatever in the present crisis,

“We" have received specific advice
from : the International wunion that
they will not assist us in any way. In
fact, this money which we are paying
in‘is being used against us.”

Phil Murray’s. answer so far has
been: to send in Allen Haywood, Pow-
ers Hapgood and Adolph Germer,
CIO porkehoppers who in 1936 helped
organize the Goodyear strike as the
first. big strike of the budding CIO
movement. These labor bureaucrats
can be counted on to attempt to as-
sist Dalrymple and sow division in
the Akron labor movement, inasmuch
as Haywood has already threatened
the Akron Industrial Union Council
with suspension of its officers be-
-cause this CIQ body solidarized itself
with the Goodyear strike.

Telegrams of support to the Good-
year sirike were applauded by the
Goodyear- workers when read to
them: at their last membership meet-
ing before the Navy took over. These
came from UAW Briggs Local 212 of
Detroit and Shipbuilders Local 42 of
Philadelphia. Such moral assistance
is~invaluable in' keeping the 'pork-
choppers: from messmg in this situa-
tion.

.Party ==

banner, to fight back, while “The -

League of Red Front Fighters,” Com-
munist militia, had abandoned its for-
mer. policy of strike the fascists
wherever you find them.

Wilhelmn Pieck, one of the Commu- ;

nist leaders who signed the present
mainfesto, uttered this policy of ca-
pitl}lgtion on the eve of Hitler's as-
sumption to power, on February 26,
1933, “Let the workers beware of giv-
ing the government any pretext for
new measures against the Communist
Party.,”

The more the Stalinists excuse
themselves, the more they accuse
themselves of their betrayal of the
workers. The German workers were
ready, willing and able fo strike
down fascism, It was their false lead-
ership that frustrated them and
paved the way for the forced labor
camps. Stalinism has long ‘been, and
. still remains, the main- danger in the
“working class movement, to German
labor and all labor,

‘more in the service than they could get in 'p‘rivate
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(Tl';e following is a second excerpt from the
pamphlet, “Jobs for All,” written by Walter Wems,
staff writer for LABOR ACTION.)

L X

Then the plants—'over- $55 biiﬁon sin. planst—
were turned over to the great monopolies 6 run
on leases or as “managers” on a fee basis, '_I'hj_s'wds
done by Rposevelt, not by Hoover. 3

The government guaranteed profits—huge prof-
its, two and «a half f{imes as big AFTER ALL
TAXES as before the war. ~

The government provided raw materials from
all over the world. :

The government froze workers in their jobs
and tied wages to the Little Steel formula,

© And so now— . F

The monopolies complained about their taxes,
abused the workers, boasted of what Ford, du
Pont and the rest were doing for the war effort
(in advertising paid for by the government), and
raked in the profits.

It was GOVERNMENT ACTION that planned
the huge war production, not private business and
its famous system of free enterprise. ;

% v

What has the coming election in New York to
do with all this?

The election gives us the opportunity, if we
know how to use it, to say: “If we could have gov-
ernment action in wartime to plan full production
and full employment, we must have equally strbng
government action in peacetime—not in the in«
terests of profits and imperialist grabs, but for the °
benefit of all the people.”

That is what Neéw York workers can say to
workers all over the United States. The great.
problems of production and employment can’t pos-
sibly be solved in this city alone, but New York
workers can begin fo solve these problems for
themselves by launching a movement for workers,
everywhere to follow. -

At the time this is being written, “cutbacks”
and layoffs are getting into full swing. Hours are
being cut, while wage rates are frozen and prices
keep rising. Workers. are being downgraded. En-
tire plants are being closed. The great planners
in government and business simply have "no
plans” for these plarits.

For every 100 workers in New York C;ty’s fac-
tories in February of last year, there were fewer
than 92 in February of this year. In the machine
and, metal plants, where weekly earnings have
beéen much higher than anywhere else, the drop
was from 100 to 84.

We read that veterans in large numbers are
collecting unemployment benefits—of $20 or “less
—under the famous GI Bill of Rights. They could
get jobs, says a New York. City representative of
fhe . War Manpower ‘Commission, but they “have
a fantastic idea of what jobs are paying....The
veterans want to stay at home. They feel that New
York can supply them with whatever jobs they
want. But it can’t....In the long run they gen-
erally come down a lot when they see they can't
get the salaries they want....Many men earned

industry.”

What happened to" that story we used to hear
that the no-strike pledge and the Little Steel for-
mula were designed for -the benefit of the boys in
the foxholes and the dear ones they left behind?

Another WMC representative, on May 28 of
this year, described full employment in the iuture
as only “a hope and a prayer.”

On the same date, a CIO member of the re-
gional War Labor Board stated that the picture
was blacker than had been painted.

On the same date, the City Welfare Commis-
sioner said that, unless the government takes ‘“ex-
traordinary” means to prevent it, the post -war
years would see a “substantial” drop in employ-
ment. City officials take such a serious view of the
situation, he added; that plans are already being
made for a‘largeér relief load with the r'et‘rh of
peace.

The time to act and act boldly is NOW' The
pre-war past is already becoming 'the post-war
future.

What must be done? This is contained in'the
program proposed by the Workers Party on this
page. :

——“_——————--——

The pamphlet from which the a'bove_'.is
taken can be obtained by sending this cou-

pon ‘te the Election Campaign Commitiee,
114 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y.
Five cenis a copy; special bunidle rate of
_ three cents a copy for ten or more,

Name'

Address

Enclosed Find
EXTRA CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME! _

No. -Coples .
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Post War Draft:
Labor’s Case
Against It

~By Stephen Par‘ke_r

Labor s opposition to the current bill for the post-war
eonscrlption of American youth has been forcefully pre-
sented by a veteran of World War II to the House Post-
war Military Policy Comm_lttee :

The wounded veteran, Loren Grey, appeared before
the committee as the official spokesman of the UAW-
CIO. He spoke as the representative of over '400,000: mem-
bers of the UAW who are or have been in the armed
forces -during World War 1L

Grey presented the following labor objections to
peacetime conscription:

“It would be contrary to demaocracy because it would
deprive a substantial number of our citizens of much of
their freedom apd impose upon them for one year, and
periodically thereafter, dictatorial, authoritarian, mili-
tary discipline, which has no place in a free society.

“It would extend the undemocratic caste system in-
herent in milifary organizations.

“Its cost has been estimated at between three and
four billion dollars annually, more than we ordinarily
spend on public education.

“It would gear us to an armament economy, reduce
our productivity and reduce our national income,

“And to us in labor, it would be a threat to the free
and democratic functioning of trade unio

Despite the opposition of the Auto Workers and many
other labor unions, the House committee went ahead and
recommended adoption of a peacetime conscription pro-
gram before the end of this year. All of the military big-
wigs, Marshall, King, Stimson, etc., appeared before the
committee and urged passage.

STRIKE-BREAKING WEAFPON

Labor has much to fear from a program for peace-
fime conscription. Conscription has a twofold purpose.
On the one hand it is held as a threat over the head of
labor upions. An example of the uses that can be made
of militarism appeared recently in Chicago, where the
Army was called in to smash a strike of truck drivers.
The other purpose is to prepare a recalcitrant youth for
World War III through the blessings of militarism.

Grey, the spokesman for the Auto Workers, pointed
out this aspect of the bill when he told the House com-
mittee:

“We do not see how such a system could have any
military effectiveness at all, if it can have any, unless
those who have completed their training are subject to
periodic recalls to active duty for refresher duty and
use in EMERGENCIES, real or imagined.”

Emergencies, in the language and opinions of the
sponsors or the bill, are strikes.

WHO’S FOR CONSCRIPTION?

. The greatest proponents of conscription are at the
same time the most reactionary members of Congress.
The spearhead ‘of the drive for conscription are the
Southern reactionaries, the initiators of the anti-strike
and anti-union measures in Congress. They are well
aware that militarism and a free, democratic ' labor
movement have nothing in common .

" During the entire war they have been trying to in-
doctrinate the soldiers with their anti-union propaganda.
They have all of the powerful organs of public opinion
on their side. When workers have gone out on strike
because they found the conditions under which they
have to live intolerable, they have presented these work-
ers and their unions to the soldiers as no less than in-
struments of Hitler and the Mikado.

They have done everything to try and drwe a wedge
between the soldiers and the labor unions. It would be
foolish to deny that some of these efforts have been suc-
cessful. Militarism is a good breeding ground for the
spread of- anti-labor sentiments, and all reactionaries
know it. But that much of this anti-union talk has also
been unsuccessful is also a fact. The Greys and the thou-
sands of veterans who have appeared on the picket lines
are eloquent testimony to that.

When the war ends there will be a new scramble for
jobs. Unless the labor movement begins to participate
in political action and adopis an effective program for
jobs for all, there will be millions of unemployed. There
will not be enough jobs for all, and an attempt will be
made to blame the labor unions instead of the rotten
capitalist system.

There will be a new generation growing up that will
have no jobs, no future. They will be reminiscent of the
locked-out generation of the depression of the thirties.
What is to be done with them? The sponsors of con-
-scription say: “Put them in the .army, militarize them,
educate them against labor and use them to break
strikes.”

Yes, the labor movement must be on guard against
conscription. Instead of uniforms for our youth, they
must insist on jobs, education and freedom for them.

We note with great sorrow the untimely death of an
old comrade of ours, Morris Kent, who was killed in
Germany on May 9 while serving in the armed forces.

Though in his early thirties at the time of his death,
Morris was a real old-timer in the socialist movement.
His career began
over twenty years
ago in the youth or-
ganization of the ol
Communist Party
whicth at that time.
was still an honest:
workingman's organ-
ization. _ :

In 1930 he broke:
from the alread
corrupted Stalinis
‘movement, to joi
the earliest Trotsky
ist organization in
America. In those
‘days the “going was}
really tough” and it
was the arduous effort of comrades like Kent that kept
the movement alive.

During the last year or iwo before entering the Army,:
Morris became inactive due to personal misfortunes.
Never once, however, did he abandon the ideas and prin-
ciples for which he had fought the major part of his
life. _

To his dying day he retained his belief in the fight
for socialism as the only way to rid the world of these
ghastly imperialist wars, in which he himself was to
fall as a vietim.

Morris died a socialist—his socialist comrades mourn
his loss. - '

'qrf IV--Our Cities:-

SOCIALISM AND POST- WAR HOUSING

By MARIAN GOULD

This week, L.A. readers, I want to take you
a little further back into the causes of the
chronic housing shortage.

I want to point out to you some deep-rooted
evils that must be abolished before the much~
heralded arrival of the Post-War Homie for
every housewife can become a reality.

.

Today we live in a city-culture. Both the
56.86% of-our population in cities, and the 20.6%
in non-farm rural areas, are dominated by city
ways of life.

This would seem to be a broadening, bene-
ficial fact.

The very words we use show the importance
of cities: eivie, civilization, citizen and ecity all
derive from the same latin word, eivis, or citi-
zen.

Cities, as centers of social intercourse among
humans, first made possible that meeting of
minds, that exchange and stimualtion of cul-
tural, technical and scientific achievement that
has steadily enriched our social heritage
throughout the centuries,

In old times these benefits of civilization
were restricted to the inhabitants of the few
scattered cities that dominated the four conti-
nents. The slaves and serfs whose agriculture
supported the cities lived in abject poverty and
ignorance.

Is it any diﬂerent today?

We socialists say that the spread of capitalist
cities has failed miserably to widen, the cul-
tural horizons of the masses of people, or pro-
vide them' with greater opportunities for indi-
vidual development.

Capitalism has made 3 lie or the promise of
civilizing city life. Today’s clﬁes are huge fac-
tories for the production of PROFITS, and for
the realization of these profits through com-

And that's all they are. Any other benefiis
they confer on their inhabitants are accidental.

“The American Way of Life” does not mean
that ideal little bungalow with the white picket
fence, just inside which papa is tossing the baby
up into the air, the way the beer-ads show it.

The REAL American way of life- passes
through the dreary crowded stone, brick and
asphalt canyons within wihch the majority of
Americans spend . t'heir days, denied the most
elementary of human needs—sunshine, fresh
air, green grass and trees.

e

Today’s ugly, chaotic cities are an ﬁnplanned
by-product of the monopoly and exploitation of

our country’s natural wealth and resources by,

Free Capitalist Enterprize,

The fact that LIVING and RECREATION
CONDITIONS in these sprawling cities were
to deminate AND RUIN thousands of irreplace-
able human lives- has always been secondary
and incidental to the pursuit of the Almighty
Dollar. What happened was this:

With the invention of machinery and
the discovery of steam as a motive force
(in the 1700's and 1800's) the owners of
accumulations of money saw the oppor- .
tunity to make fabulous profits: they in-
vested their money and became capitalists.

Hundreds of thousands of “Hands”
were forced out of agriculture into the
factories to create value and surplus
value on the new machines.

--Huge concentrations of population fol-
lowed industry to sources of raw material
and power along the main arteries of
water and -rail transportation. Old cities
doubled and trebled in size. New cities
sprang up overnight: Manchester, Eng-
land, Pittsburgh, the Ruhr.

e

buildings that could be made, The Human Ma-
chines were housed in shacks on the cheapest
land a\gailable—ot‘ten' unhealthy lowlands near
rivers or harbors, or areas so located as to get
little sunlight, into which prevailing winds car-
ried tons of industrial smoke and soot. This
cheap land still houses the majority of logv-in-
come receivers in all cities. (On this point see
Can Our Cities Survive, by Jose Sert and the
International Congress for Modern Architecture.

In that early period of city formation; CAP-
ITAL sought out those fields where the greatest
profits were to be made. That meant mdustrles.
where machinery had been introduced and hu-
man labor power applied. to these machines
created much surplus value. .

Mass production in the construction field was
out of the question at that time because of the
low level of technological development. It must
await the coming of steel and reinforced con-
crete construction, pre-fabricated parts, and

large-scale site assembly.

Banking and finance capital, then, ignored .

housing for more’ profitable spheres. The task
of housing the masses fell by default to specu-’
lative capital—to the land speculators, the build-
ing contractors, and the medieval construction
crafts.

The RESULTS of these original circum-
stances (as embodied today in our present-day
city buildings, city property wvalues, and the
financial superstructure built on them) all stand
as insuperable obstacles to rehousing America.

That is, as long as we continue to go by the

rules and regulations of the capitalist system.
The only path to take for overcoming these
obstacles is the road to SOCIALISM., Next

week, we'll examine the reasons why this is

true.
Next Week: American Way of Life—Part IV:

merce and trade.

- imperialist war”;

The new machinery was housed in the best

Slums, Congestion and Blight,

COMMUNIST NEW TURN--1V

By DAVID COOLIDGE

In previous articles we have dealt -
with the question of the various po-
sitions which Foster and his group
assumed in-line with the demands of
the Kremlin bureaucrats and mur-
derers.

We have demonstrated, right out
of the writings of Foster, that he
had no fundamental differences- with
Browder; that he did not. have any
political line different from Browder;
that Browder and the whole crew
received the - line for their politics
and their trade union activities from
Stalin.

All of them together cried “Me,
too” when Stalin signed a pact with
fascism; when Stalin sald “this is an
or when he changed
the line and said “this is a sacred
war”; when he ordered the American
Stalinists one year to organize strikes
and the following year to support
the no-strike pledge.

All of them fell info line wlthout
a murmur of dissent when Stalin
was against Roosevelt. They were
just as fervent in support of Roose-

velt when Stalin, for his own rea-
~ sons, decided to go all-out for Roose-

velt. ,
The Workers Party has explained

again and again in LABOR ACTION

why this is so: that the anties of the
Stalinist parties is decided by Stalin
in line with the foreign policy of the
Russian bureaucracy.

movement anywhere.

Now Foster and Browder have a

falling out. The sparks are flying'in

the Daily Worker. They are having

a ‘“discussion,” a period of “self-
criticism.” Browder is a “revisionist”
and Minor is filled with “prattle.”
What we must not forget is that what
we have here is the hand of Foster,
but the voice of Stalin. It is an Edgar
Bergen-Charlie McCarthy act.

The Foster “majority” has pub-
lished a new program: “The Present
Situation and the Next Tasks” We
are going to examine this “new pro-
gram” in detfail. We are going to find
out what ,if anything, is new. We are
going to discuss this new trap the
Stalinists have prepared for the®
working class in the United States.
THE “NEW” LINE

The draft resolution which contains
the program starts off with a lie and
goes on to another and still others.
“The military defeat of Nazi Ger-
many...has already brought forth a
new anti-fascist unity of the peoples
in Europe marked by the formation
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This foreign
policy is always decided by the needs
of these bureaucrats in their frantic
efforts to hold on to power in Russia
and fo keep the Russian workers sup-
pressed and enslaved. Stalin is never
concerned with the welfare of the
working class or the irade Iu:lon
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in a number of countries qt demo-
cratic governments representative of
the will of the people.”

Where has this taken place? In
Italy? Poland? Greece? Rumania?
Czecho-Slovakia? Hungary? France?
In no country in Europe, France in-
cluded, is there a government ‘rep-
resentative of the will of the people.”
Greece is under the domination.of
Churchill’s' tanks dripping with the
blood of the Greek workers in order
to guarantee the payment of the in-
terest on the 100 million pounds owed
by Greece to the British imperialist
Hambro Bank. Where is there any
government in‘ Italy “representative
of the will” of the Italian people? Do

the Bfitish and American imperialist’

armies represefit the will  of “the
Italian people?

The bloody sword of Stalin hangs
over the Polish, Rumanian and
Yugo-Slav peoples. These puppet’ ré-
gimes are undoubtedly what the CPA
resolution has in mind when it
speaks of “democratic govérnments.”
Was the. reactionary monarchist, De

Gaulle, doing the will of the French
people when the resistance move-
ments were disarmed, scattered and
pushed into the. background as
though it was they who had collab-
orated with the French and German
fascists? Do the broken down kings,
queens and other royalty who have
returned or will return to Belgium,
The Netherlands,. Norway and Den-
mark, represent the “will of the peo-
ple” of these countries? These are
scoundrels and cowards, who desert-
ed “my . people” ran off to London
and New York, and left the people
to be trampled under by the fascist
barbarians.

There are no governments in Eu-

“~“fope “representative of the will of

the people.” The government of Eu-
rope are régimes imposed on the peo-
ple by the Anglo-American-Russian
imperialist conquerers. These régimes
are supported and maintained by the
armed might and the espionage sys-
tems of these conquerers. The state-
ment of the Foster (Stalin) resolu-
tion is a lie. It is a lie told to delude,
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mislead and drug the workmg class
in the United States so that the work-
«rs may continue to support Ameri-
can imperialism.

The resolution states that a “sus--

tained struggle” must be carried on
toward the “complete destruction of
fascism in Europe and throughout
the world....” Why? “..because the
extremely powerful reactionary for-
ces in the United States and England,
which are centered in the trusts and
cartels, are striving to reconstruct
Europe on a reactionary basis...the
most aggressive circles of American
imperialism are endeavoring to se-
cure for themselves political and eco-
nomic domination in the world.”

This is the new Foster-Stalin pro- .’

gram. The reactiopary forces in the
United States are not centered in
capitalism and imperialism as such,
but only in the biggest capitalists. It
is only the “most aggressive circles
of American imperialism’ ' which
want to dominate the world. What is

- capitalism today but the trusts and '
.cartels? What are the aggressive cir-

cles of imperialism? Is there such a
thing as a non-aggressive imperial-
ism? Passive imperialists? Good im-
perialists?
FOSTER'S “OLD". LINE

Does any worker think that it is
the little grocer or the five-acre far-

mer who is out to “dominate the
world?” Did Foster believe in Sep-

tember 1941 that the “most aggres- -

sive circles of American imperialism”
were not after “domination in the
world” when he wrote: “What before
was an imperialist war has now be-
come a war for the freedom and in-
dependence of all nations and peo-
ples.” Then the imperialists, even
“the most aggressive circles” were
fighting not for world dominion but

for national independence. That is,

the U, S. did not have its national
independence in 1941 and had to ﬁght
for it.

The Foster !ine in 1942 was for sav-

ing the cartels and trusts. If Hitler
' should win '

have their power clipped, their -

“the capitalists would

profits slashed....” It was thus that
Foster moaned for the poor cartels
and trusts. But as for the workers,
they too must protect themselves “by
the avoidance of strikes” Foster
urged the workers “to do their share
... not to strike while the war emer-
gency lasts,..this decision should
be adhered to strictly throughout the
ranks of labor.”

(Continued next week.)

What We've
Always Said
About theCP -

“The fact that my letter at the
time protesting to the :National
Committee against Browder’s .re-
visionism never reached the mem-
bership was due to the lack of de-
mocracy in the party. If I had
attempted to take my letter to the
party after it was rejected at the
enlarged meeting of the Political
Bureau on, February 8, 1944, it
would have resulted in my imme-
diate expulsion and probably a
split in the party. (L. A. emphasis.)
Comrade Browder made this per-
fectly clear at the meeting in
question. Hence, for the sake of
party unity, I had to confine my
opposition to Browder’s revision-
ism to the National Committee."—
William Z. Foster, Dally Worker,
July 8, 1945. i

ALP: Lacks
Real Plan for
Reconversion

By V. J. Jensen

The American Labor Party, which not only in name
but in protestations declares itself‘to be a “labor party,”
has just issued a handsome illustrated pamphlet called
“The People’s Plan for Reconversion.” This  pamphlet
contains the ALP program for reconversion and the post-

war.period .and tells what the party thinks labor must

‘do to achieve it.
Basically, the ALP supports the seven-point CIO pro-
gram for, reconversion:

'.. 1, Tnerease ‘basic’ wage rates by at least twenty per
‘cent up to seventeen cents an hour.

2. Establish sixty-five cent mimmnm hourly wage.

3, Continue . OPA.

4. Unemployment insurance: a maximum of $25 a
week for a minimum of twenty-six weeks in the
unemployment year.

5. Pass the Murray-Wagner-Dingell bill.

6. Pass the Murray-Patman full employment bill,

7. Keep our purchasing power high.

«Compare this with the plank in the Workers Party
program: A job for every worker with a guaranteed
minimum annual wage of $2,500 a year ($5,000 to all
workers’ families) by means of a planned rise in the
national income and a thirty-hour maximum work week.

Fearful of the process of reduction in take-home pay, -

which has already begun with cutbacks in government
contracts, the ALPP proposes as a remedy an increase of
basic wage rates by at least twenty per cen tup to seven-
teen cents an hour. Certainly basic wage rates should
be upped and upped to the point where a worker can
maintain a decent standard of living, but what of those
workers thrown into unemployment by reconversion?
The Workers Party says: Absorb all workers thrown into
unemployment during reconversion by reduction of the
work week with no reduction in take-home pay.

INADEQUACY OF ALP DEMANDS

: Thé unemployment insurance plank of the ALP calls
for a MAXIMUM of $25 a week for a minimum of twen-
ty-six weeks. On what is the worker’s family supposed
to live for the rest of the year? Current tax laws pro-
vide for refunds of excess profits taxes to capitalists and

guaranfee pre-war profits for a period of two years.-

There are no such laws for workers. The ALP plank is
a concession to the grim capitalist dodge which fdils to
provide a job, the only means of living, to the workers
and then penalizes THEM for it. .

On the other hand, the Workers Party platform says .

that so long as government and industry do not find a
Jjob_ for workers, full unemployment insurance should
be given, beginning with thirty dollars a week for sin-
gle: men and women and graduated upward for depen-
dencies until such time as they shall be reabsorbed mto
industries.

Pitiful and inadequate as are these demands of the .

ALP, even more pitiful and inadequate are the means
by which this party recommends that labor get them. It
urges labor to place its faith in the Wagner-Murray-
Dingell social security bill (which congressional reac-
tionaries have kept pigeonholed in committee for over
two years), in the Murray-Patman so-called full em-
ployment bill. e

"It urges labor to political action. What is the nature
of this “political action”? “Next to voting the right way,”
says the ALP pamphlet, “the best political action is
writing to your congressman, your governor, your local
newspaper.” Then it gives, on its last page, a list of five
things that the workers should do; - ASK their congress-
man what he is going to do to protect the wage-earners

in his district against unemployment; ASK governors -

and mayors what they are planning in local public works
to provide for employment; ASK -local union leaders
how to help awaken the community to the problem of

reconversion; WRITE or WIRE senators and congress-

men to support bills favorable to labor.

Impressive, is it not? This party which pretends to
speak for the workers of New York State, wants workers
to vote the “right way.” That is, it Wah'ts them to con-
tinue to vote for the candidates of the capitalist parties
who have shown only contempt: for labor's causes; who
have shown that their vaunted “free enterprise” can or-
ganize only depression and want in peacetime and their
government can organize for destruction and fabulous
profits for capitalists in wartime. It urges the workers
to go meekly to city halls and state capitals and ask
the capitalist rulers what they are planning to do about

reconversion, when it is already clear that they have no °

solution to the pressing problems of post-war economy.

.The. Workers Party says that the ‘post-war period
must see full employment al a guaranteed annual wage
that will provide a decent standard of living for every
wo;'ker and his family. This program can only be
achieved through an extensive housing and public works
program; through conscription of all war industries and
nationalization of the banks, industrial monopolies and
transportation: No govermment-owned plants must be
turned over to private industry to be shut down and
stand idle while workers need jobs. This program must
be financed by taxing war profits, the individual incomes

of capitalists, by capital levies—not by increased taxes
on low intomes.

The American Labor Party is unworthy of its name.
It has a capitalist program. lt supports and depends on
capitalist candidates. In New York City it does not hesi-

tate to support as candidate for mayor corrupt Tam- '

many’s henchman, O'Dwyer.

Support a real program for reconversion and the
post-war period,

Suppory Max Shachtman, the Workers Party candi-
date for Mayor, who stands for this program,

Break with the capitalist parties and their political
satellites, like the. ALP, and build now for an indepen-
dent Labor l'a.rty.

P nobert Bmsbaugh

Anoth.er loss must be recorded in the ranks of the
revolutionary socialists. Robert C. Amsbaugh, for more
than five years a member of the Workers Party, was
killed in Europe early this year. He was drafted into
the Army about three years ago, serving in a tank bat-
talion, and was sent overseas last Christmas. During all
that time of isolation and army life he remained a valued
and devoted adherent to our movement.

Prior to induction Bob attended Ohio State Univer-
sity' in Columbus, participating 'in party work in that

city. He was a member of the Cleveland Branch of the

Workers Party.

Bob, in his middle twenties, was a tall, energetic fel-
low, with an active, inquisitive mind. His lovable per-
onality and fine character made him instantly liked by
strangers and loved by his friends. Bob’s mind and tal-
ent, his warm-hearted earnestness, will be sotely missed
in‘the days to come.

~ .. L..Campbel}, Cleveland.
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