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Workers Party Pickets Gerald Smith Meeting -~ "™
(Special to LABOR ACTION) T , ;

LOS ANGELES—In answer to the fascistic activities of Gerald L. K. Smith, the Workers ' ' "'
Party of Los Angeles called a demonstration which picketed his meeting held on Monday,
June 25. About 150 workers responded to the call to picket Smith’s meeting while almost
a thousand people observed the demonsiration. The demonstration and picketing were
followed by an enthusiastic street meeting attended by hundreds.

The Workers Party of this city has already planned another demonstration and pick«

etng of Smith’s second meeting scheduled for Thursday, June 28.
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Having Put Over the Sm'l'th-Conna"y Act; Now-

CONGRESS PLANS A NEW SLA

By BILL FORD

Goodyear Out; Big 3
Rubber Strike Impends

AKRON—Entering the second week of their mass strike against
the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 16,700 unionists of Local No. 2

today have .t}
population ‘of ;

. intense admiration of the whole working class
<ron behind them.-

Under heav‘y_pi‘essure from the War Labor Board, Army and
Navy, and the 'interantional officers of the United Rubber Work-

.ers of America, the member-
ship and leadership of Good-
year Local have stood their
ground firmly. President Clar-
ence V. Wheeler.has delighted
- his followers with good, tough
and reasonable . answers to the
threats and lies of the political
stooges and propagandists of the
rubber barons.

At the very beginning of ithe
strike, Wheeler told the press that
the workers will return to work if
the Army takes the company’s plants
over, but that iii;the gvent the dis-
pute then remains wijfettled and the
Army turns-the planis back over to
the company, the men woulk
out again.”

Today the Goodyear Local leaders
are in Washington before the WLB
after having been subpoenaed be-
cause they did not attend an earlier
“show-cause” invitation. Wheeler's

telegram to the ‘WLB reads ‘in:part:.

<Saerdad i it

UNION TELEGRAM =~

“We disagree that way to effect -

same (settlement) is by issuance of
order to union to return to work, be-
cause that would not settle present
and probably future -controversies
and would leave company in the po-

sition that they could stall on griev- .

ances and otherwise evade the con-
tract with the union:without penalty
and at will, which we know would
cohtinue.

“Workers are tired of ineffective,
bungling, do-nothing policy of gov-
ernment agencies and are resentful
of ‘show-cause’ orders issued in an
attempt to coerce them as a substitute
for proper handling of this case....
Why not issue ‘showscause’ order on
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. for vie-
lation of company-uffion contract and
federal statutes?” S

Most observers believe that today’s
hearings before the WLB in Wash-
ington are the final step being ‘pre-
pared by the company and govern-
ment before sending in the Army to
take over the plant. :

The striking local union has held
two crowded meetings during the
past week. At one they enthusiasti-
cally and - unanimously voted to ig-
nore the regional WLB's order to re-
turn to work and at the second the
membership likewise directed their
leaders to ignore the national WLB's
order to attend the Washington hear-
ing.

“8'0 .
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Position of the union has been that
the strike is entirely legal and the
WLB has no authority, inasmuch as
the membership voted by an impres-
sive three-to-one majority in an
NLRB poll conducted under the
Smith-Connolly Act to .strike. Two
weeks . elapsed after that vote and
the beginning of the strike, during
which the company conceded nothing
substantial to the union’s demands.
Major points of the union’s demands
are that the company join the union
in demanding WLB approval of de-
cent wage increases for engineering,
mill room, rim plant and janitor em-
ployees, and that the union be con-
suited BEFORE any changes in
wages, hours and working conditions
became effective.

STRIKE-BREAKING AGAIN!

In reply to flag-waving denuncia-
tions of the strike from WLB and
Army and Navy officials designed to
pit soldiers against the strikers,
Wheeler commented: “As far as sol-
diers suffering from the strike are
concerned, we have boys on the pick-
et line -who have seen service at
Guadalcanal, the European theater
and other places.”

On the no-strike pledge, which is
constantly being injected into the re-
actionary propaganda of the com-,

pany, government and international

officers, the union points out that ‘its
delegation at the last URW conven-
tion unanimously opposed reaffirm-
ing teh.pledge.

INT’L OFFICIALS OPPOSE MEN

A sorry spectacle of pork-chopping
.and attempted strike-breaking is be-
ing presented by Sherman Dalrym-

spreads,

Labor Party. - s

Mickey Mouse’s Publicity
Agent Works for Tammany

The Democratic Party in New York has hired- a publig r_elations
counsel who will present the Tammany Tiger as a saintly virgin lar_nb
to the New York public in the coming elections. The well earned siig-
ma of corruption, machine politics, boss and gangster control of.the
Democratic Party will be “erased” by. Russell H. Pottert who was hired
for the job. At least Mr. Potter and those ‘who hired him, hope so.

Mr. Potter will handle the job of presenting a disinfected Tammany
to the New York voters through as many press. releases, magazine
political pamphlets as a fat budget will perm_it. Mx:. Potter ex- -
pects to be successful because he will have the fanatical aid of peE;pIe
who will go much farther than he and pretend that the Tammany T_Lger
never existed—the Communist Political Association and the American

The Tammany bigwigs picked Mr. Potter because of .the publicity
successes he has had for one of his other clients, the Walt Disney Stu-
dios. If Mr. Potter can bring out affection from the people for a mouse,
surely he can bring out the votes for a tiger. o

For Mr Potter’s radio programs one of the New York ‘columnists
suggested a theme song to put the Democratic Party over as if it were
a muscle rub, a mouth wash or a motor oil:

“No matter what is wrong with you,
The Wigwam it will see you through;
Tiger! Tiger! Hits the spot!
Tammany is getting hot!
Purified, as if by yeast—
Tammany for man and beast.”

“

ple, international president of the
URWA. His chief “contribution” so
far to the dispute has been to de-
nounce the anti-labor Smith - Con-
nally Act, not, however, because of
the restrictions and penalties it im-
poses on workers, but “merely be-
cause that statute appears fo give
legality to a strike, the workers get
the erroneous idea that this law re-
leases them from the no - strike
pledge.” He charged the act with
being a “cordial invitation to trouble.

(Continned on page 2)
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Stalin’s “New”” Poland

By ALBERT GATES

As was expected, the negotiations’
between the Warsaw Polish govern-
ment and representatives of the Lon-
don Poles, the ‘“democratic” Poles,
resulted in the reorganization of the
Stalin-appointed government and the
inclusion in the new set-up of for-
mer Premier Mikolajezyk and for-
meér head of the Miners Union, Jan
Stanczyk, ‘'member of the Socialist
Party. Also added to the “new” gov-
ernment as members of the Presiden-
tial Council were Wincenty  Witos
from inside Poland Stanislaw

abdicate but will ‘go pn fighting for
what it calls the “independence of
Poland.” Moreover, it will continue
to find widespread support inside of
Poland, - where the-dggire for inde-
pendence is powerful.'lf'_lt will not be
easy to suppress th?__' fundamental
‘urge of ‘the Polish masses who ‘no
more want the domingtion of Russia
than they did Germalz?.y.

i .
NOTHING REALLY--_?HANGED

The mere inclusionf"fi the London
Poles in the “broadgned” Warsaw
government will notf fundamentally

the foreign policy and domestic so-
cial and economic policies of the
Warsaw government.”

The “leniency” of the sentence of
the sixteen Poles in the Moscow trial
for organizing “diversions” against
the Russian army is a result of the
agreement reached by Great Britain,
the United States and Russia on the
Polish question.

These Poles were arrested and
convicted on the charge of continu-
ing the struggle for the independence
of Poland after Russian occupation
on orders from the London govern-
ment, then headed by the same Mi-

s pmneiacBlter things, As Cliftoli Daniel wrote  ment, then headed by the same
This developmeént in Polish affairs “from ﬁ%%ﬁié New Ydﬂ;%hés' “kolajezyk” Who has just becomis w

is credited to the mission of Harry
Hopkins, personal representative of -
President Truman, who flew to Mos-
cow to obtain Stalin’s agreement to
broaden the Warsaw government in
line with the Yalta decisions. Stalin
agreed to “broaden” the government

- although he protested that he was

carrying out the Yalta agreements
and, from one point of view, that is
exactly what he had been.doing.

THE YALTA SELL-OUT :
The Yalta agreement conceded to
Stalin his chief demands on Poland,
a shifting of its' borders and the rec-
ognition of the Lublin government,
which he created with Polish Com- .
munists..and fellow travelers, under
the supervisien and surveillance of
the GPU. British-American demands

for a broadening of the government

were insisted upon in order to make
the Polish sell-out look more palat-
able. They had already accepted in
principle Stalin’s right to have a Pol-

GENERALISSIMO GRAB

ish government completely subservi-
ent to Russian interests and demands.

In granting the concession to
Hopkins and including the aforemen-

‘ tioned Poles in the government, Sta-

lin conceded very little. Poland is
firmly in his grasp economically and
politically. The important opposition
forces, the independent organizations
and their leading elements have been
uprooted. Thousands have been liqui-
dated in the purges which followed
the establishment of the Lublin gov-
ernment. Other thousands have been
arrested and deported to Russian pri-
son camps,

A real commentary on this phase
of world power politics is the change
in British-American policy with re-
spect to the exiled. Polish govern-
ment in London. This government,
invited to London by the Ch{_urchill
Cabinet after the defeat of Poland by
Germany and its joint partition with
Russia in accordance with a prior
agreement contained in the Hitler-
Stalin pact, awaits its death. London
and Washington are now preparing
to withdraw their recognition of this
body, as well as the money which has
kept it alive, and through it, to a
considerable degree, the underground
struggle against the Germans.

Natyrally, this government will not

‘of June' 24: “Their presence in’ the
Cabinet, however, cannot be expect-
ed to have any profound effect on

member of the Warsaw régime. This
is their real crime. But Stalin will

(Continued on p#ge 3)

Pigeonhole FEPC;
Stall Anti-Poll Tax

By CHRIS WARREN

The bill to establish a permanent
Fair Employment Practice Commis-
‘sion has once again-been locked away
in the House Rules Committee pi-
geonholes. The anti+poll-tax bill,
passed by the House, is now in the
Senate Judiclary Committee. . It is
feared that when the anti- poll - tax
bill is brought to the- floor of the
Senate it will be defeated by South-
ern filibusters, as has happened more
than once in the past few years.

AN ABOUT-FACE

The anti-poll-fax bill was given
solid support by the Republican Par-
ty. It is important, however, to un-
derstand the basis of this support.
The repeal of the poll-tax would give
almost ten million Southerners, white
and Negro, the right to vote. With
these ten million voies the Repub-
lican Party would be in a position
to break the Democratic “Solid
South” bloe in Congress, something
it has been ftrying to do since the
Civil War.

Proof of their “disinterestedness’ in
the welfare of the Negro, despite
their very animated speeches in fa-

What We Fought For—

‘By JESSIE KAAREN

Despite the tight lid that-has been
clamped down on mass action .of-any
kind in Germany making impossible
the rebirth of the German working
class movement, once the most mili-
tant, most politically advanced in all
Europe, it ‘is already obvious from
certain news dispatches that the
German masses want desperately to
rid the country of the fascists and
that they are being checked in this
by the Allies.

In the first place, when the con-
tration camps of Dachau, Buchen-
-wald, etc., were opened after the de-
feat of Germany, it was disclosed
that there were’ huge numbers of
German political  prisoners incarcer-
ated there thus glving the lie to those
journalists and Allied propagandists
who said that the German people

vor of “equal rights,” is shown by
their treatment of the FEPC bill.

This bill provides a flve-man com-
mission with the power to enforce
its decisions in cases of racial or re-
ligious discrimination in private in-
dustry. Four times in one week the
Republican “supporters” of the bill
prevented it from coming to a vote
in the committee by being “absent,”
etc. When the committee finally met
and voted there was a tie and the
bill was again locked away.

FEPC THREATENED

.The temporary FEPC set up to
guarantee to all a “wartime job” ends
on June 30. The Senate Appropria-
tions Sub = Committee, with eight
members “absent,” voted to discon-
tinue its funds. The right to work
regardless of race or religion, is, in

the eyes of these congressmen, only

a wartime emergency measure.

They will defend the constitutional
rights of citizens where it will fur-
their their own plans and the inter-
ests of their class, but any attempt
to strengihen labor by the solidarity
of white and Negro workers is bit-
terly opposed.

were all either complefely fascist_or
were content to be servile to the fas-
cists. As a matter of fact, these Ger-
man political prisoners spontaneously
formed anti-fascist committees in the
prisoners to help bring order out of
the chaos that set in when the fascists
fled so that the other prisoners could
be taken care of and returned to their
native countries.

The most interesting story of all in
this connection comes from Raymond
Daniell of the New York Times, It is
a reflection of the changed situation
in Germany, because Raymond Dani-
ell writing in the magazine section
of the Times shortly after V-E Day,
said that he had combed Germany
for evidence of German resistance to
fascism and that there was none.

IMr. Daniell now ‘writes to a differ-
ent tune: “By unanimous vote of its

! -
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By WALTER WEISS

LAW!

A new anti-labor bill, giving the corporations just about
every union-busting weapon they have been crying for, was in-
troduced in the U. S. Senate last week by Senators Ball, Burfon
and Hatch. Almost all the daily newspapers, controlled as they
are by big business, at once declared that the bill was wonder-

ful.

It is called by its backers a Labor Relations Bill. A much bet-
ter name would be the "Ball-and-Chain Bill."

Its main aim is to make strikes practically impossible. A new
Labor Relations Board would be established. In any labor dispute
this board would decide whether a strike would cause severe
hardship to the "public.” If so, the union would be forced to ac-

- cept arbitration and the decisions of arbitration. In other words,

in almost every important case, there would be compuisory arbi-
tration, just as under the War Labor Board at present. ‘
For refusal to obey the board, a union could lose its bargain-
ing rights and individual members could be fined and jailed.
The gentlemen who cooked up this bill claim that any worker
could still quit his job, and so it is not (they say) a slave bill.
However, “concerted action” (their expression for strikes) would
be “limited” for the sake of “public health, safety and welfare,”
Senator Burton told his follow-senators that the bill takes a
“fresh view of the essential importance to modern civilization

Bell Sit-In
Caused by
Mass Layoffs

BUFFALO—At the present date of
writing the eighteen Bell militants
discharged for participating in a stay-
in to protest the layoff of eight thou-
sand ‘workers are still out of the shop.
But regardless of the fate of these -

“militants some:-of the-lessons-learned

at Bell can be applied to the whole .
union movement.

The stay-in at Bell came as a re-
sult of a company-announced layoff
of several thousand workers. The ac-
tual demonstration was a more or less
spontaneous reaction to the layoffs
themselves but because of the inex-
perience of theé rank and file leader-
ship it was shortly turned into a dem-
onstration for a series of “demands,”
all legitimate in themselves, but real-
ly outside the main interest of the
workers in the shop whose sole con-
cern was jobs.

On Monday, May 28, several thou-
sand workers_in the Elmwood. plant
and about 500 workers of the Niagara

Falls plant, first shift, stayed in the -

plant afetr working hours and de-
manded to know their future status
before leaving the shop. The company
had previously announced that 8,000
workers would be laid off and most
of the workers who took part in the
stay-in, felf that they would be in-
cluded in that group.

FINE SPIRITS

The spirit of tife workers at first
was very high. They felt that they
were being unjustly laid off after
years of work as “soldiers on the pro-
duction line” and they were taking
this opportunity to express their re-
sentment and to demand jobs. Never-
theless, the rank and file leadership
unanimously failed to recognize that
this demand for jobs was the funda-
mental and, in fact, sufficient demand
to mobilize the largest possible fol-
lowing behind the action.

The leadership, impelled by the

(Continued on page 2)
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twenty members the Council of this
city (Rosenheim) of 30,000 in Upper
Bavaria has petitioned the occupa-
tion authorities for permission to re-
move THE AMERICAN-APPOINTED
PRO-NAZI MAYOR, asserting that
until . that is done the citizens will
‘feel themselves robbed of the fruiis
of political liberation.’

“The whole situation here is typi-
cal of this whole area, of which
Rosenheim is the seat of government,
but this is the first community to
bring its growing skepticism of
American good faith. out into the
open.”

On four separate occasions, the City
Council petitioned the American mil-
itary governor who has refused to
see them, to remove this pro-Nazi
mayor. One of the members, a former

union official Who had been sent to

of the continuance of industri-

al employment and produc-
tion.”
What a mouthful! All the

Senator is trying to say is that

workers should be working all
the time—that is, all the timd the
employer asks them to. If he lays'.
them off, that’s all right. But if they
strike, employment doesn't continue,
and that's bad. Do you call this a
“fresh view,”” Senator Burton? Go
tell it to Hitley or Stalin . 3
We don't have space in this article
to.discuss the many other murderous

_details of the bill, but it is enough to"

say that the comments ‘of the great
labor organizations are altogether
correct.

The CIO has described it as “a
bill to enslave labor,” the - AFL as a
“strait-jacket for labor,” and the
United Mine Workers as “a scheme
blueprinted to rob the poor and fur-
ther enrich the rich.” : !

THE BILL MUST BE *FOUGHT.
THAT MUCH IS CLEAR. BUT
HOW?

{
WHAT LED TO IT?

To answer this gquestion we are
going to examine, so far as our space
allows, some of the background of
the bill which has been passed over
in newspaper accounts.

1) As most workers have heard the
story, their leaders soon after Pearl
Harbor made a no-strike pledge to
cover the war period only.

NOW, to reward labor for this
sacrifice that the leaders made on
behalf of an unconsulted rank and
file, the ecapitalists, who have made
no sacrifices but plenty of /profits,

demand a stif and permanent no- . _.

strike law to replace both the pledge
and the Smith-Connally anti-strike.
act, which hasn’'t proved harsh
enough for them.

Believe it or not, Senator Thomas
of Utah, who is famous as one of -
labor’s very dearest “friends,” de-
nies that the no-strike pledge was
meant for the war period only.
Thomas says that, at the -industry-
Iabor conference shorily after Pearl
Harbor, he himself made the motion
that was finally adopted. It simply
stated, “There shall be no strikes or
lockouts.” Nothing, he now informs

(Continued on page 3)

U. S. Using Bavarian Fascists

Dachau twice for resisting the Nazis, -
gave evidence that this Mayor was a -
dues paying member of the Nazi Elite .
Guard. The chief complaint against
the Mayor, which the American gov-
ernor has thus far refused to heed, is:
that he is sheltering Nazi party offi-
cials who remain in office,

HINDERING THE ANTI-FASCIST

It is obvious that no American mil-
itary governor would dare to pursue
such a course unless he was carrying
out a policy dictated from on top. It
is obvious, too,! that it is the aim of
the Allied military regimes to pre- .
vent the development of free, demo-
cratic movements in Germany so that
they will not be confronted by a mili-
tant working class as they have been
in Italy—“once burned is twice shy.”
(Continued on page 2)
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Tobin Scabs on Chicago Truckers

By ROY GOULD

(At press time it was reported that
the union officials have ordered the
strikers to return to their jobs.)
CHICAGO — A month ago LABOR
ACTION reported . the unusually
stubborn strike: of 10,000 Chicago
truck drivers against a decision of
the War Labor Board. They were de-

- manding a forty-eight-hour week and

a flat $5.00 per week wage increase.
The WLB granted only a $4.08 raise
for a fifty-one-hoir week, so the
men voted to strike.

They received the full support of
the Chicago Truck Drivers Union
(independent) and its 6,000 members
struck solidly. However, the officers
of the AFL Brotherhood of Team-
sters acted as open strike-breakers,
despite the faet that their members

FE Issues:

CHICAGO — “Stalin’s Purge Reaches
MeCormick’s”—this is the title of a
" Jeaflet issued after the Communist
leaders of Farm Equipment Local
108 expelled three former officers and
fined 19 workers $250 each for the
crime of advocating the UAW-CIO.

This is one more step in the Stalin-
ist drive to consolidate their hold
over the farm equipment field before
the UAW takes over that jurisdiction.
While the UAW allows itself to be
tied hand and foot by the terms of a
truce imposed by CIO’s arbitration
committee, the Communist mislead-
ers of the FE union continue with
their slanderous literature in wviola-
tion of the truce.

'They removed most of the elected
stewards—who were UAW—and ap-
pointed Communist stooges. They
continue to publish monstrous lies
about good union men. They continue
to tighten their ranks with action and
with skill. Unfortunately this skill is
turned against the honest union lead-
ers and not against the company,
which has been slashing piece-work
allowance rates.

All the while the UAW does noth-
ing. The workers both at Caterpillar
in Peoria and at the Harvester plants
in Chicago became demoralized. The

- Communists then took their next des-
perate step—to expel the leaders of
the UAW faction at MeCormick’s,
just as they did more than a year ago
at the Tractor Plant.

It appears that the Kremlin crew
have overshot their mark this time.
The MecCormick workers, who have
always spearheaded the opposition to
the Communists in FE, are in no
mood to accept “Moscow Trial” meth-

_ ods lying down.

The line has been drawn anew and
the fight to rid the FE field of these
«amnisleaders is now on to a finigh,

The UAW should understand the .

critical nature of this situation and
give the support which their people
need and deserve. The workers have
done their share. Some have suffered

- broken heads ‘and broken noses in
this drive for the UAW and for them-
selves. The UAW should stand up to
its original pledge, given publically
by Frankensteen for the Board.

CHICAGO, — The natiohal CIO. con-
tinues to mediate the issues between

had voted overwhelmingly to strike,
The majority of the teamsters struck
in spite of their scab leaders.

This strike was effective for a week.
Tens of thousands of dollars’ worth
of perishables were spoiled and gro-
cery store shelves were empty. The
‘WLB, the newspapers and the team-
sters’ offices were all ranting. But the
independent union leaders and the
men stood solid. Even when the gov-
ernment seized the lines and sent in
the Army, the strike went on. Fi-,
nally the WLB gave in and agreed
to “reconsider” the drivers’ demands
and this strike was “won.”

WLB STANDS PAT
Now the WLB has reconsidered

and it has upheld the same bad
wage decree. So both unions voted

N

Wage-Cuts,

the UAW and the Farm Equipment
Union. The UAW continues with its
dilatory tactics in stalling the organ-
ization among farm implement work-
ers until they can make deals on top.
Yet events will not stand still, nor
does the Company, nor do the Stal-
inists, who are making hay. The Mec-

again to strike. This time the Army
was standing by and many of the
lines were already in the technical
possession of the government. Again
the WLB, the press and the scab of-
ficials of the Teamsters Union joined
the Army in a strike-breaking cam-
paign. The Army moved first but the
men stopped work. -

For a couple of days few trucks
moved, but now some are rolling
again—many of them driven by sol-
diers, and the rest of them with

strong escorts of soldiers. Some 4,200 .

troops have descended upon the city’s
trucking lines and 800 more Army
drivers were due on the fifth day of
the renewed strike.

According to the Truck .Opera_tors
Assc;ciation, about thirty per cent of
the trucks are moving again. Accord-

Cormick workers, without adequate
leadership, are plunged from one
crisis to another, but being at heart

good union.men, they have at last got.

fed up with everybody and every-

thing and they have gone on strike,-

all 5,500 of them to a man.
The main issue is a wage cut—a cuf.

By ANN JORDAN

before this.
REFORM SCHOOL SYSTEM

ciliator.

K indergaﬁen- Demerit System
Issue at No. American Aviation

LOS ANGELES—-The North American Aviation Co. has cooked up
something new in its union-busting campaign—the demerit system.
The demerits are handed out by the foremen and when a worker gets
100 of them he is automatically fired.

As reported in the Labor Herald, California CIO newspaper, the
company issued a demerit chart last week, listing fifty-five different
rules that had to be obeyed—otherwise come demerits.

For making false, vicious or profane statements about a workers,
the company or its products—30 demerits; failure to wear badge in
prescribed position—10 demerits for the first time, 20 for the next three,
30 for the fifth; creating or contribufing to unsanitary or poor house-
keeping (whatever that .may mean)—10 demerits; insubordination rates
anywhere from 20 to 100 demerits and the definition of insubordination
is made up for each occasion by the company. ’

At the present time, sneezinfg, coughing and blowing one's nose are
- demerit-free. But nobody knows how-long that will last.

This reform school system is not without its happier side. For three
months of good behavior, a worker can have ten of his demarits taken
away. But that's all. Howeyver, when anyone reaches .a score of 45 de- .
merits he gets a.one-day layoff; for a seore of '50-60 he géts a three-day
layoff and for 65-95 he gets a week’s layoff. By the time a worker gets
100 he is terminated, if he hasn't gotten disgusted and declded to quit

For instance, if a worker is seen five times with his badge not in
the prescribed position—which is “on the left chest below the shouder,
on outer garment”—he is automatically discharged. Or if he is seen
“engaging in horseplay, scuffling, throwing things or causing confusion
by shouting or demonstration”—three times would net him a total of
100 demerits and that finishes him. It's easy to see the company can
get rid of anyone, including the union men and women, in short order.

The whole demerit system is in violation of the union contract.
Already, one shop steward has filed a grievance to get rid of some de-
merits he got when he was seen discussing another worker’s grievance
with him—although talking over a grievance with a worker is permitted
by the contract. But the" steward didn’t stop there. He is challenging
the whole demerit system and the case is now up before a U. S. con-

The North American workers must be on the alert not to let the
case get hung up in conciliation for such a long time that the com-
pany has a chance to get the demerit system going full force. More than
that, the workers must be prepared to defend their union and their
union contract with action—militant action.

L

ing to'the Sun, this'is the first time
in a government seizure of strike-
bound properties that the Army has
actually operated the plant itself.
The government manager of seized
truck lines is notifying draft boards
of the names of siriking drivers un-
der thirty-eight; the teamsters offi-
cials are outdoing themselves with
no-strike piety; Even Ed Fenner, the
director of the independent union,
who has backed his men so well, says
he hopes the men will go back fo
work because the strike is “futile,”
After all, the full resources of the
government are being mobilized to
break this strike. But the truckers

have been working long hours at Iess
than $1.00 per hour, with no overtime
pay. The weather is fine and thus far
they prefer to stay at home.

alinism

in the min.iimu'lll allowance to piece
workers when they do.not make out.
The majority of McCormick workers
are still on piece work.

The former Ilocal union .officers
(who have now been expelled for
UAW activity) had worked out spe-
cial allowance rules with the com-
pany, granting évgrage piece-work
earnings when workers failed to
“make out.” But these officers were
replaced by new ones who were
bound tightly to - the Communist
Party line, chained hopelessly to the
No-Strike Pledge. As soon as the
company had only the new officers to
deal with, the chiselling began.

In various departments the com-
pany cut allowances "back to day
rates—a cut of 20% or so. The union
officials protested, but allowed the
company to maneuver them into a
Labor: Board appeal. The WLB up-
held the company and the pay cuts
were announced.

PLANT DOWN SOLID

Within a few hours the word got
round and every department quit
work in a spontaneous sit-down
strike, Both factions of the wunion
gave full, but unofficial, support to
the. workers.in their just demands.
Thus far the plant has been down
solid for ‘three days, with no sign of
a break in ranks. This in spite of the
fact that. _there is no official leader-
8hip or’ zﬁﬂon of the‘movement.

The FE Stalinista, who control all
offices and stewards (by simply re-
moving the majority of them for sup-
porting UAW) are in a position where
they could organize an EFFECTIVE
strike. But they plead fear of the
Smith-Connally Act! They give only
back handed support by not urging
anyone to go back to work. . i

The UAW caucus is in no position
to take the lead, unless the UAW it-
self should throw over its no-sirike
pledge and back them up. In that
.case,.the UAW could march in and
take over the FE field. But such ag-
gressive unionism has long since been
forgotten by Thomas and Reuther.
They will continue with their legal-
istic negotiations and deals.

The present situation is this: the
MeCormick workers are out in a fine,
solid strike over a good issue; they
have an over-abundance of unions,
but neither one is willing to offer the
required leadership,

Reading Hosiery ‘Worker‘s' Walk Out

READING.~The Reading, Pa., plant
of the American Chain and Cable
Company was shut down, 100 percent
effective, when 1200 members of Lo-
cal 2715, United Steelworkers of

America, walked off the job at noon’

Thursday, June 21, in prbtest against
the arbitrary firing of the chairman
of the grievance committee. The com-
pany could excuse its act on nothing
better than that musty claim that the
committeeman used foul and abusive
language against the Management's
Labor Councillors.

The firmness with which the work-
ers are insisiing upon the reinstate-
ment of their chairman, despite the
pleas of Army, Navy and WPB repre-

sentatives, indicates that they thor- -

oughly realize the seriousness of this
latest cumpany provocation, “If they
get away with this, they’ll get away
with any thing,” is the opinion of the
“'union members.

A conference between the Union,
Company and Government officials is
‘scheduled for Monday, June 25 to at-
tempt a settlement of tHe issue., An-
other mass meeting of the Union is
to be held at 9 A.M. Tuesday morn-
ing, June 26. One thing is fairly cer-

tain, and that is that there is only

one settlement to which the workers
awill agree—the immediate reinstate-
ment of the Chairman of the Griev-
ance Committee.

ANTI-UNION CAMPAIGN
' The members of Local 2715 have

- every cause to be determined to force

the ACCC to retract in this high-
handed action. As is the situation in
50 many other factories and indus-
tries, ‘the recent developments here

in Reading follow a whole period in

which the workers were faced with a
company arnti-union car_n'paign. The
experience of Local 27156- has been

that the real purpose of the com-
pany’s “Labor Councillors” has been
to hinder, stall and place all kinds of

barriers in the way of an honest at-
tempt to settle grlevances and bar-
gain collectively.

The company has constanily at-
tempted to whittle down the wages

of the workers by making changes - .o resulted in a
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in the piece work unit system, The

changes were introduced piecemeal '

in separate departments, at different
times. In the machine shop the com-
pany got away with it when the
workers werent’ on their toes. This
big decrease in take-
home pay for many wokers, The
union, however, forced the company
lo agree to a re~evaluation of jobs for
this' department. This issue has been
stalled for many mornths now.

Another important matter for Lo-
cal 2715 has been the negotiation of
a new contract. Except for a section
on improved seniority and changes
in vacation calculatlons, the contract
is a dead document. The whole mat-
ter has been dragging out for almost
a year. There have been in addition a
host of lesser grievances which the
management has been very reluctant
to settle. With the Local at the mercy
of the WLB and strangling in the
noose of the no-strike pledge, the
ACCO could very well afford to use
dikatory tactics.

Indeed, so far as Local 2715 mem-
bers are concerned, they have shown
that they understand the real need
for the Union movement to get back
the right to strike.

It was the delegation from 2715 to
the United Steel Workers Conven-
tion during May, 1944, that led the
campaign to rescind the no-strike
pledge.

Local 2715 must once again come
to the forefront of those progressive
forces in the USA-CIO who are seek-
ing to change the present dlsastréus
course of the union by rescinding ‘the

. no-strike pledge. There is every rea-

*son to believe that the members of
Local 2715 will live up fo their task.

West Coast Labor Round-Up

By AL MARKS

Paper box employees of eight com-
panies went back to work after a
three-day strike, winning a raise for
men from 74% cents per hour {o 90
cents and for women from 6214 cents
to 721 cents per hour. This was ap-
proved by a board.

e @ e i

Two additional branch plants of
Lockheed, located in San Joaquin
Valley, will close July 1, due to cut-
backs. Another plant in Bakersfield
will be reduced from 225 to 60. Fres-
no plant also to be reduced. Sub-
assembly plant in Ta.l’t closed three
weeks ago. .

O L ] [ ]

Experienced seamen ' over thirty
years of age will be drafted if they
leave the sea to ‘earn a living wage
elsewhere, the War Shipping Admin-
istration has announced.

e 9 o
Who were the boosters and ardent
supporters of the war? Who said the
peoples of Europe were put on star-
valion wages and must be freed from
oppression? We're sure the Citrus
Growers did their share, But why

UE Strik
NEW YORK.—The threat of strike
action won a victory for Liocal 425,
UERWA-CIO, in a recent- dispute
with the Ford Instrument Co. of Long
Island City over the question of the
transferrmg of the entire Grievance
Committee and the Chief Steward
from Building 4 to other buildings,
during a reorganization of production.
When the company refused to re-
transfer the Grievance Committee
and Chief Steward back to Building
4, where 600 workers were without
representation, the union threatened

to file a notice of intention to strike

within 30 days under the Smith-Con-
nally Act.

The union’s refusal to arbitrate the
matter was explained in a leaflet is-
sued to the membership of Local 425
on the grounds that “the company
can keep piling up violations of the
contract, one upon the other and eall
for arbitration. It can transfer, dis-
charge, harass the union and call for
arbitration. The result would be utter
confusion, bankruptcy of the union

(Continued from page 1)

fact that the layoffs were being car-
ried out in a manner that violated
almost every clause of the contract,
raised the following additional de-
mands: For a 40-hour week with 48-
hour pay; for layoffs strictly accord-
ing to. seniority; against seniority for
supervision; for preferential seniority
for union representatives, and finally,
the demand that soon became the
crux of the demonstration, n orepris-
als against anyone for the demon-
stration.

During the long night of May 28,
more and more workers began to
drift away despite the pleas of the
leadership, because as one worker ex-
pressed it, “Even if we do get all the
things we're asking for, I still get laid
oﬁ‘ "”

falo Bell

go so far from home to find such
atrocities? In Garden Grove, Calif,,

.German war prisoners have an allot-

ment of forty boxes of oranges to
pick per day. Those who cannot fiil
their guota are put on bread and
water. These men are paid eighty
cents a day—some wages for a hard
day’s work, and picking foriy boxes
of oranges is certainly a hard day’s
work. Yet we still hear the Growers
cry about high wages.
[ @ [

The Douglas plant at El Segundo
will ask NLRB teo okay a vote for a
strike among 10,000 employees, 3,000
of whom are women, announced
Lodge 129, International Association
of Machinists. Differences involved
are downgrading of wages, job clas-
sifications and discrimination against
women. The company, with its usual
naiveté, stated it was mystified. “We
find it hard to believe that threats
of work stoppage. and interference
with victory can seriously be con-
templated by anyone under these cir-
cumstances”” Would Douglas "keep
operating at no profit? “Vietory and
democracy be damned,” they would
say, and shut down in five minutes,
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From Joint Action News, RWJAC,
a side note on the raflroads is inter-
esting, as it shows.what the .other
companies are doing, by pursuing a
deliberate policy of plugging the
Railway Labor Adjustment Board
with thousands of unnecessary cases.
Claims already decided for the men
are referred to the beoard again -and
again, the only difference being in
names and locations. By this method
the boards are overcrowded and
claims take two to three years for
adjustment. If the companies were
made to pay interest of fen per eent
on all back claims, this would stop.

e O o : :

The Railroad Workers Joint Action
Committee; 607 Plaza Bldg., 508 Fif-
teenth Street, Oakland 12, Calif, is
calling for support of railroad work-
ers to form a committee of all rail-
road union members under a mutual
platform in a coordinated drive for
better conditions. Write for RWJAC's
platform.

e @ e _
Monogram Pictures Corp. net profit
for thirty-nine weeks ending Mazch

31 was $107,741. after charges and .

federal tax reserve,

Threat = Results

treasury, chaos in the shop steward
system and grievance machinery.

The same leaflet recalled the case
of Mary Ellen Swanirick, the shop
steward who was fired while acting
in her capacity as union representa-
tive. Her case went to arbitration
eight months ago, and is still unset-
tled. Those members of Local 425 who
at that time were in favor of filing
strike notice as the only effective
means of settling the case and pre-
venting the company from further at-
tacks against the shop steward sys-
tem, are fully vindicated today by
this new case. The.same swift mili-
tant action which brought about the
re-transfer of the Grievance Commit-
tee and Chief Steward, could have
saved the union the time and expense
of arbitration and could have settled

the case of Mary Ellen Swanirik eight

‘months ago with a victory for the
union.. It would also” have made the
company think twice before attempt-
ing this latest provocation against
the union.

Meanwhile, the International had
stepped into the picture through the
Regional Director, Martin Gerber. A
tentative agreement had been reached
on all the union proposals except the
one demanding no repmsals On this
basis Gerber urged the union to leave
the plant and continue negotiations
on the outside. As soon as this was
done the pmcoany broke off negotia-
tions. A week later the mass firings
came, »

The position of the union militants
should have been this: We want and
need jobs. Let those who are respon-
sible for production worry about giv-
ing them to us. This mess is none of
our making.

° If WE, the workers, had charge of
production, there would be no unem-

In the near future, the workers of
the Ford  Instrument Company, in
common with workers all over Amer-
ica, will be confronted with “reor-
ganization of production,” mostly in
the. form of layoffs. The company
will undoubtedly seek ways and
means of utilizing these “reerganiza-

tions” to break up the union. In or- .

der to maintain their union and to be
in a position to fight for a short work
week, the mgmpers of Local 425 must
be armed with labor’s strongest weap-
on, the right to strike. i
The strength of that weapon is
well illustrated by the favorable set-
- tlement won by the union in the case
of the  transferred committeemen
Fnrward lookmg yjuocal 425 unzomsts
will realize ;.hat ,rgo,w is the time to
get rid of the union’s no-strike
pledge, in order to guarantee future
victories for the union in the major
problems of the post-war period,

ployment, no mass layoffs with utter
disregard for human needs and wel-
fare,

You, the boss,_ Bell Aircraft, claim
that your ownmership and coni.rol of
production is due fo your superlar
wisdom aml compétence.

Then, in your superior wisdom and
compel.en\ee, supply us with the work

we want, we need and we are capa- -

ble of performing.

Otherwise, confess ' your inability
to rule in the interest of all, and. get
the hell out ofdiere. As for us, we are
staying here, yntil we are provided
wigh jobs or regular wages until jobs
are foum].

Akron Rubber Strike--

"(Continued from pake 1)

...It will encourage workers to
strike unless it is repealed or dras—
tically amended.”

Other Akron workers have given
wholehearted support to the strike
and denounced Dalrymple’s pro-com-
pany statements. President Ike Wat-
son of the big Firestone Local of
16,000 members, which in an NLRB
poll last week also voted six to one
to strike to obtain a satisfactory
union contract, publicly blasted Dal-
rymple’s statement as follows:
sounds more like the president of
the National Association of Manufac-
turers than president of the Rubber
Workers.”

The Akron Industrial Union Coun-
cil, representing 90,000 workers of
this area, adopted unanimously amid
cheers a resolution endorsing the
Goodyear Local and offering the
body’s entire strength and facilities
in support if needed. Because of this
elementary offering of working class
solidarity, Allen S. Haywood, organ-

“He ;

ization director of the national CIO,
today has jumped down the Coun-
cil's throat: “The Akron Industrial
Union Council has -overstepped the
boundaries of its jurisdiction, in
view of the ruling of illegality by
URWA President Palrymple.”

DALRYMPLE AGAIN

Reports in union circles have it
that Haywood has threatened to sus-
pend the Council’'s militant officers
and put it under an administrator
for interfering in the affairs of an
affiliated international union. The
URW:- and national CIO officialdom
is getting a bit panicky about all this
current determination on the part of

the rank and file to make thgir unions -

mean something,

Today Dalrymple again obtained a
big spread in the Akron press against
Goodyear Local. He raved: “Regard-
less of what the hecklers say about
the services being. rendered by the
international union, we intend to
continue to be consistent in observ-

ing our noistrike’ pledge and will
use every means-at our disposal to
reopen any plant where...”

This blunt strike - breaking propo- .

sal indicates clearly that the dictators
at the top of the URW are getting
ready tq move in on the striking
local, probably in conjunction with
the Army, within the next few days.
Dalrymple has a group of discredited
Stalmlsts who opposed even taking
a'strike vote, to attempt to use as a
“reserve force” within the local.
Sentiment of the whole Akron l1a-
bor movement indicates clearly that
any disciplinary actions against the
Goodyear Local leaders will only
harden and further consolidate the
anti - Dalrymple movement within
the whole URWA, especially in view
of the fact that Dalrymple’s Inter-
national Executive Board has Jnst

bowed miserably to the ODT’s re-
fusal to grant the URW permission

to hold its annual convention this
fall, J
e o

U. S., Bavarian Fascists--

(Continued from page 1)
The Allies are proving by their ac-
tions that they are willing to collab-
orate with the fascists to prevent the
rebirth.of the German labor and so-
cialist movement. )
No one should be fooled by the lip

‘service which Allied propagandists

give to democracy or to the “re-edu-
cation of the German people.” As LA-
BOR ACTION has stated, the only
way to- have a democracy in Ger-
many is for the armies to leave the
country and permit the working class
to reorganize the nation.

Mass meetings are forbidden which

‘is the. same thing as forbidding the

organization of trade unions. Political
parties are banned. Fascists are be-
ing used {o set up local puppet re-
gimes. The fascist police have been
retained. Soldiers are forbidden to
fraternize with the people. The big
German industrialists who backed the
fascist regime have not been mo-
lested.

And yet, the Allied armies cannot
repress altogether the natural im-
pulses of the German masses for de-
mocracy and self-government. Even
the iron band in which the ‘German
working class is encased must burst

under the terrific impact of worsen-
ing economic conditions. No people
can live in a vacuum.

The American, British, French and

all other trade union movements, as
a fundamental pre-requisite fo their
own self-preservation, must call for
the right of the German workers 1o
freely re-organize their trade unions
and their politieal partles Having a
strong working class movement in
Germany ‘means having an ally ;

against fascism.-on -an international
scale,
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The Communist Party Menace

Like rats leaving a sinking ship, the
leaders of the Communist Political Asso-
ciation have abandoned Earl Browder.
All 6f these misleaders of labor who up
until yesterday followed Browder with an
unquestioning servility are now embrac-
ing Foster, who has apparently received
the nod from Moscow. :

. It is clear that the basic reason for any .

change in Stalinist - Communist policy
arises from Russian requirements in in-
ternational political relations among the
Big Three. There is no difference in prin-
ciple between Browder and Foster. Brow-
der dissolved™the Communist Party into
a-political association because he wanted
to aid the campaign of Roosevelt. All the
leaders of the Communist Party went
along with him, with the exception of Fos-
ter, who said it was an unnecessary step
in order to carry out Browder’s policy
with which he, Foster, agreed.

MEETING 'ﬁUSSIAN NEEDS
Of course, now that Russia’s needs are

different, and Stalin may require the as-

gistance of his international battalionsvin.
the form of Communist Parties, it be-
comes necessary to prepare for a change
of policy'on the part of American Commu-
nists. Why didn’t Browder carry out the
change in line?.Apparently he had gone
too far as the representative of the ultra-
patriotic policies which he sponsored in
the name of the Kremlin. What could be
better than to resurrect Foster, who would
appear on the scene with somewhat clean-
er hands becuse he opposed “dissolution”
of the party.

But TFoster is as much guilty for the
“line” as Browder. He is as guilty as the
rest of the Communist leaders, Minor,
Green, Williamson, etc. And what were
they guilty of ? Of misleading the work-
ers by thegir extreme rightist policies. One
of their leaders, hastening to add his at-
tacks on Browder, wrote:

"Our wrong post - war perspective
orientated many of the workers we influ-
ence to rely on the ‘intelligence' of their
bosses and then we wondered why they
did not respond as they should have to
recent redttionary events. The reason is
to be found in our class collaboration pol-

icy. We helped to stifie independent work-
ing class action while calling for the
same." .

Another leader writes: "My first big
mistake ... was ... made when on return-
ing, overseas | read 'Vlciory and After’
(by Brwder) and after a momentary hesi-
tation and reluctance accepted the propo-
sitions in this book, especially the. last
chapter, which contained in embryo ,the
opportunist line which we later developed
in a. full-fledged manner. At that time 1
conditioned myself to swallowing an op-
portunist gnat and as is inevitable in such
cases wound up by swallowing elephants.
...l believed in this line and during my
period of active participation in the lead-
ership of the CPA | have contributed
within the limits of my capacity to elabo-
rating and applying this line." _

What miserable confessions! What sy-
cophants and hypocrites! All they prove
is that this movement and its leaders have
not the slightest reason for enjoying the
confidence of the workers and their own
worker-members. They were “opportu-
nists.” They followed “a class collabora-
tionist policy ..,”, which “helped to stifle
independent working class action.”

TURN AWAY FROM THEM

A party like this, which responds to the
Kremlin and its changing policies which,

in turn, depend on Russian national in-

terests, is a misleader of labor. Its leaders
say frankly that their policies are not
based on the interests of the working class
and its emancipation, but on the needs of
Russian foreign policy. They admit that
they misled the workers. Now they are
preparing a new change of line, just as
opportunist as the last. . ;

The workers at large must spurn these
new attempts of the Stalinists to gain the
confidence of labor only to mislead it once
more.

The worker members of the Communist
Party who joined it on the mistaken notion

that it is. a revelutionary socialist ergan-

ization should leave it in droves and not
remain the dupes of "opportunists and
misleaders." The place for all militant and
socialist workers is in the runks of the
‘Workers Party.

l.lberahon. American Style

A series of events in the Amerlcan—oc-
cupled Bavarian area of Germany reveals
the true aims of the Allied Military Gov-
ernment, i.e., to prevent the assembling
and organization of a new labor and polit-
ical movement of the working class. While

_retaining fascists in office, the military -

governors reject the demands of Germans
to replace them with anti-fascists.

The latest report from Dachau, seat of
the famous concentration camp to which
anti-Nazi Germans were sent to be tor-
tured and murdered, is that the American
military governor of Bavaria has ordered
the dissolution of the “anti-fascist” party
orgamzed in that city. This group was or-
gamzed a short while ago with the permis-
sion of the American military governor
of Dachau, a subordinate of the Bavarian
governor, The “anti-fascist” party has al-
ready carried on money-raising and re-
cruiting activities and adopted a platform
which demanded

"_..the right of the anti-fascist working
class to hold meetings; freedom of speech,
press and religion; and the formation of
anti-fascist committees in all fowns and
communities.”

Col. Charles Keegan, military governor
of Bavaria, in disbanding the anti-fascist
group said that “The Germans are con-
quered people and have no right to de-
mand anything.”

While the Russians in their part of oc-
cupied Germany have permitted the re-
establishment of the reactionary German
Communist Party, which tells the German
people that they must pay for the crimes
of their rulers, the Americans follow an-
other policy which accomplishes the same
aim: prevention of the genuine resurrec-
tion of a free movement of the German
people, the rebirth of the free German la-,
bor movement,

At the same time, the German indus-

trialists, sponsors, supporters and finan-
ciers of the Nazis and powerful backers of
Hitler and his clique of murderers go scot-
free and are permitted-to retain their as-
sociations, enterprises and carry on their
"business" activities in the name of capi-
talist enterprise and profits. Their real
support comes from the American and
British capitalists who, in the last analy-
sis, determine the policies of ihelr coun-
irles.
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Sum/wwea and Jim Cro

Last week I noted the stir over the
military performance of the 92nd
Division and the contradictory na-
ture of the reports. Truman Gibson,
Negro civilian aide to the Secretary
of War, sent to Italy to investigate,
said that the 92nd hagd “melted away
under fire.”

General Mark Clark, the command-
er of the AEF in Italy, called the
92nd “our glorious 92nd,” but refused
to discuss the Gibson statement. Now,
however, the supreme Allied com-
mander himself, General Eisen-
hower, has found himself under fire
on the Negro question in the Army.
His answers are a noteworthy con-
tribution to the situation of the Ne-
gro in the United States and in the
whole post-war warld.l

EISENHOWER’S IDEAS .

Eidenhower was giving no ordinary
interview. He'  was summing up his
and his conclusions
drawn from the whole war, His mili-
tary conclusion was: the value of in-

"legrated tactical power in waxr, That

was the last word he wanted to leave
with the correspondents—the neces-
sity of integrating all departments -
of combat, artillery, air, infantry,
navy, into one whole. It was in keep-
ing with his whole policy.

Now, whether Eisenhower is a
great soldier or not is of no impor-
tance to the Ilabor movement. But
one thing has stood out in his eam-
paigns and in ‘his leadership and
some judgment can be passed on it.
He fought for an integrated Anglo-
American army. The frictions be-
tween the Allies in World War I had
repeatedly brought immense losses.
Eisenhower had faken the lesson to
heart. And his publicity department
at any rate nmever failed to make it
clear that this was one of the main
objects of his strategy.

Thus integration, collective, homo-
geneous action, emerge as the Gen-
eral’s main strategy of action during
the war. In this he is in his own
way in harmony with the developing
social characteristics of our age,
which must be respected even by the

ruling class. H

In the midst of his interview a re-
porter shot at Eisenhower the fol-
lowing query: Comment on the
contribution Negro soldiers made to
the European theater of operations.

New Lal

(Continued from page 1)

the Senate, was said about limiting
this to the war period. True enough,
But everybody understood that it
was a wartime pledge, and Roosevelt
definitely said so in setting up the
War Labor Board on January 12,
1942,

The incident is important only in
that it shows how far the “friends”
of labor will go to deceive labor.

2) As most workers have heard
the story from their leaders, the pur-
pose of the war has been to restore,
preserve and even to extend demo-
cratic rights all over the world. “This
is labor’s war,” we have been told.

NOW, the political spokesmen for
American capitalism announce that
labor's democratic right to strike,
won in the blood of many martyrs,
doesn't fit into the picture of “mod-
ern civilization.” *

Let's hear from the liberal Senator

BUT HE'S FOR LABOR PEACE

Thomas once more: “Already in one
nation the medium of the strike has
been overcome and is not used....So
we know that :t is no lnnger neces-
sary.”

What country? Surely the Senator
is not suggesting, as Eddie Ricken-
backer has done in the past, that
Stalin’s dictatorship is, after all,
quite wonderful?
| 3) Workers nave been assured by
their leaders that the way to guar-
antee lasting peace, full employment
and workers’ democratic righis is to
vote for “friends” of labor in the
Democratic and Republican Parties.

“FRIENDS OF LABOR” -

NOW, it is some of ‘these very
“friends” who, in the name of inter-
national peace and full employment
at home, propose to furn the no-
strike pledge into a no-strike law.

Isn't it a fact that Ball,*Hatch and
Thomas are considered “good” sena-
tors, - “friends” - of progress .and of

Eisenhower's first sentences were
characteristic. Here they are:

“To start with, I would like to say
this: that I do not differentiate among
soldiers. I do not say white soldiers
or Negro soldiers and I do not say
American or British soldiers. To my

* mind; I have had a task in this war

that makes me look upon soldiers as
soldiers.” '

How far Eisenhower has been able
tfo carry out this policy, in general, is
one thing, That he strove to dimin-
ish differences, to integrate into a
whole, can be abundantly proved.
The words, therefore, came automati-
cally to his lips: “I do not differen-
iiate among soldiers.”

1S HIS CLAIM TRUE?

With all due respect to the victori-
ous general, I beg to say that his
claim not to. have differentiated be-
tween white soldiers and Negroes is
eyewash. His own rep]y, bne.t as it
was, shows that.

He said that their work was good,
as far as he saw and as far as the re-
ports showed. He complimented the
volunteers who filled an emergency
last November and did good work.
Then he continued:

“But their major job has been in
service of supply, engineer units,
quartermaster units, ordnance units.

...They have done their job and -

they have done the job given them.”

The General was on the spot and
he knew it. Look in particular at
the last sentence:

“They have done their job and
they have done the job given them.”

It is an awkward, self-conscious
sentence and can be explained only
by the contradiction between the
General's pet theme—all soldiers un-
der my command are equal soldiers
—and the hard reality—Negroes were
used in his army chiefly for services
of supply.

The fact is that the Army could
more easily “integrate” American
soldiers with British than it could
Ameriean white soldiers with Amer-
ican Negro soldiers. In the First
World War one Negro regiment was
treated so shamefully by the Amer-
ican commanders that the French
asked for if. It was brigaded with
them and fought as a French unit
until the end of the war.

Eisenhower could praise Negro
soldiers and Truman Gibson could

labor? Aren’t they gentlemen of the
very kind recommended to us by
the CIO’s Political Action Committee
and the AFL leaders, too?

Ball and Hatch, at least, won the
love of labor leaders and liberals be-
cause they, together with Hill of Ala-
bama (who is an outstanding New
Dealer and who also favors this bill,
although his name is not on it), took
the lead in calling for the U. S. to

_participate in a world security or-

ganization.

Now they add that peace depends
not only on *“our democratic ideals”
{suchr as belief in labor's freedom,
perhaps?—Ed.) but also on “the
strength of our great industrial pow-
er.” And American industrial power,
according to them, depends on peace-
ful labor relations. So spoke Senator
Hatch.

Ball was a little franker. He
stated that layoffs in the reconver-
sion period might lead to a “knock-
down, drag-out fight beiween man-.
agement and organized labor.,” In-
stead of suggesting even so slight a
concession as more liberal unemploy-
ment insurance, this “friend” of labor
proelaims that two things are neces-
sary: big tax favors to encourage
business men and a harsh law to keep
labor down. Otherwise, says he,
America will lose in world influence,

There is the peace that these great
capitalist internationalists always had
in mind: a peace in which American
labor would submit to big business,
so that the capitalists might have
enough “influence” on the world
scene to compete successfully with

other imperialists in oppressing and
sucking profits out of the workers
of China and Japan, India and the
Philippines, Belgium and Italy, and
every other spot into which they can
push their investments and trade.

Poland --
(Continued from page 1)

never permit the existence of any
genuine free and independent Po-
land. That is why, in the first place,
he has purged the revolutionary
working class fighters. In his coun-
ter-revolutionary program for FPo-
Jand he has received the firm sup-
port of the United States and Eng-
land.

Thus, five years after the Second
World War broke out over the vio-
lation of the independence of Poland
by Germany and Russia, and a few
weeks after the defeat of Nazi Ger-
many, Poland has been sold down the
river by Allied powers who plunged
into the war in her behalf., This fact
alone testifies that freedom, security,
" peace and the national independence
of nations were not the things for
which the war was fought.

PR A

damn them., The faet remains that
there is no way of integrating- Ne-
groes into the Army until they are
integrated into American society. You
cannot have a Jim Crow society and
a non-Jim Crow army. So that the
efforts at collective action, complete-
ly integrated units of war, reached
al least one impassable barrierx: .

STILL A JIM CROW ARMY

The Negroes were soldiers of sem
vice and supply. Polish soldiers
fought in the European theater. Since
the defeat of the Germans in France,
French armies have taken - their
place in the war under Eisenhower's
command. All these can be integrated
and ‘welded as far as necessary and
possible into a collective whole.
.But the Negroes—no, they must in
their majority stay where American
society has decreed that they must
stay—segregated and as always with
segregation, doing the hardest and
dirtiest jobs.:

The pressAconference, as Eisenhow-
er said, was ene of the last in whioch
he would meet so many reporters,
He made some historical pronounce-
mentis. Some were controversial and
‘he admitted that frankly. Then sud-
denly the ‘Negro question was inter-
jected and at once the General was
in difficullies. The non-integration,
the segregation of Negroes, the dis-
crimination against them ecould not
be camouflaged. It stuck out in the
long, careful survey. It was the only
awkward question. The answer was
the only awlwward answer.

We should remember that Roose-
velt, who could talk around any-
thing, left such questions as lynch-
ing alone.

The Negroes had better take. good
note of all this. In a great national .
and international erisis, in which col-
lective, integrated work was a ne-
cessity, the Negro soldiers were in-
corporated only in so far as their in-
corporation did not upset their eco-
nomic and social positien in Amer-
ican society. To think that the gov-
ernment will act to change this sta-
tus substantially after the war would
be the greatest folly imaginable.

Any serious change can come only
from a fundamental change in the
whole social order of the United
States. Otherwise the Negroes will do
as well as other citizens—but only in-
the jobs that are given them.

or Slave Bill--

There you have the meaning of the
war. There you have the meaning of
the no-strike pledge. There is the
meaning of that “New Charter for
Labor and Management,” which Wil-
liam Green and Philip Murray
worked out with Eric Johnston of
the United States Chamber of Com-
merce only a few months ago. There
is the meaning of this new bill,
which was drawn up in darkest se-
crecy while Murray and Green were
shouting that the “New Charter”
showed that the class struggle be-
tween capital and labor was an out-
worn idea. :

If the situation was unclear to
anybody before, it should be all too
clear now.

AND SO IS HE

+  The whole program of cooperation
with the capitalists, which in prac-

. tice has meant yielding to them in

every dispufe, was fatally wrong.

The capitalists never gave up their
fight against labor. They now hope,
with the aid of their government, to
close in for a kill.

Labor has no'.other course but to
"fight back. That means:-

1) To junk the mno-strike pledge
and get off the War Labor Board!

2) To support fellow workers in
every 'country of the world against
the plans not only of British and
Russian but also of American impe-
rialism! : )

3) To form an independent .Labpr
Party, aiming at a workers’ govern-
ment, instead of depending on treach-
erous “friends” in -the capitalist gov-
ernment!

. the ‘fundamental interests of American imperial-

. ly David Lawrence, ace capltallst columnist, stated

. A CHANGE IS NEEDED

(ONSCRIPTION:
For a New World Wﬁr
For Anti-Labor Use

By SUSAN GREEN .

A special committee of the House of ‘Repre-.
sentatives hasjust closed hearings on the subject
of , peacetime conscription. Before the -committee
came representatives of organized labor and farm<
ers, of veterans, of educators, of socialists and:lib-
erals, and of big business, of the Army and Navy.
Although the findings of the committee have not
yet been officially stated, its chairman is confident
that the committee will recommend to the House'
passage of a peacetime conscription bill,

Certainly this recommendation will not be -
based on the majority opinion as expressed by wit=
nesseg before the commMittee. It is true that the
greatest publicity was given to what was said by
admirals and generals and big business. But if you
consider that the CIO, the AFL and the National
Farmers Union oppose compulsory military train-
ing; that the “public opinion” voiced by people
like Norman Thomas and other liberals: also op=
pose it; that educators either oppose it outright
or are for posiponing the matter until -after the
war; then you see that the recommendation of the
committee will NOT represent the opinion of the
American people.

In other words, the hearings just closed are
another instance of congressional hocus-pocus::The
support by the committee of a peacetime conserip- -
tion law could have been predicted by anyone ‘with:
an ear to the ground,

PREPARING FOR WAR -
For whatever the democratic trlmmmgs may 'be,
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ism will be served. And today we are at the
threshhold of an era of world militarism with all =
the imperialist powers armed to the teeth. Blunt-

the point: “This is apparently to be a world where
force alone falks.” And again: “Physical force is to
be the basis of the coming era of balanced power.” .
It is no accident that in Moscow at the celebra-
tion of the defeat of Germany, Marshal Zhukov
did not glory in the blow struck at German mili-
tarism as miuch as he did in the growth of Russian
militarism. He boasted that Russia has emerged
from the war with the largest army on earth. .
The world- situation being what -it- is, it 'was a
foregone conclusion that the .commitiee would
support a post-war conscription bill—no. matter =
what the hearings revealed about real public opin-
ion on the subject. Drew Pearson reports.that a
survey shows that fifty-six per cent of the people
‘prefer spending the estimated $4,000,000,000 s‘mmnal
eost for military training, for education instead.
But American imperialism is out fo be firstest with
the mostest in military power. :
This is the raw fact that the working people
of this country must face. Millions of immigrants
came to this country to escape the militarism of
Europe. But so does the development of capitalism *
worsen the lot of the masses, that, if they allow
it, they will be the pawns of the No. 1 militarist
nation of the world. It is quite in order for Gen-
eral Patton to look at a group of Sunday school
children and see only soldiers and nurses of the =
wounded in the next war.

Who will pay the bill for keeping American
imperialism armed in the style demanded by mod-
ern warfare? An inkling is already given in the .
fact that steps are being taken to lower the taxes
on big business while keeping the heavy pay-as-:
you-go taxes on the working people. The bill will
be staggering.

There is the estiuzled $4,000, 000,000 per year
for military training alome. But that is the least
of it. The armed might- of the United Stafes ex-
tends into occupied Europe and will include Asia
after the war. There will be extensive and expen-
sive bases in the Atlantic and Pacific spheres where
war strategy dictates. There will be a Navy second
to none and an air force to master the skies, with
the necessary ground forces. Rough estimates af®
that the Navy will erquire 1,000,000 men; the
Army 2,000,000 to 3,000,000; and reserves another
3,000,000. ' Ll

STRANGE WAY TO PEACE

Spokesmen for capitalism do not usually ac’lmlt 5
that peacetime conscription is needed for the next
imperialist war. But many witnesses at the hear-
ing openly spoke of war with Russia. However,
this unguarded frankness was corrected and in
the main the line followed by the advocates of
militarism  is, in the words of Getneral Marﬁhal]., £
Chief of Staff: “It is evidence that we are going
to back up the peace.” Other spokesmen for peace-
time conscription say it will assure the world '
“that at last America is- taking seriously its inter-
national responsibilities.”

But all this is so much sand in the eyes of the .
people. Imperialist powers with antagonistic inter-
ests, armed to the teeth, do not keep peace -but -
make Poland, Syria, Trieste illuminate the deep-.
seated conflicts.

The gag about stopping aggressors is also pretty
transparent. For who would dare “aggress” against
the United States, or against a little nation in.the -
sphere of influence of the United States, except.an-
other big power fully armed. So it all boils down °
to the big powers arming against each other. :

‘While the U. S. Chamber of Commerce brushes
aside the play-acting at San Francisco and gets
down to the business of preparing for the next
blood-letting, Nathan E. Cowan, speaking for the
CI® before the House committee, still -maively
championed “collective security” and a. cepitalist-
imperialist “world free from war.” The move for
peacetime conscrigtion disturbs this pipe dream of
CIO officialdom. On the other hand, it was a bit
hard to see on what ground Lewis G. Hines, the
AFL spekesman, could ‘logically oppose. compul-
sory training since he believes “our country must
maintain an Army, an Air Force and Navy ade-
quate to mmke our views on national and inter- =
national policies respected.” This is another way
of agreeing that force shall rule the world.

Labor's correct course is clesr. The ‘militariza-
tion of this country must be fought tooth and nail,
Peacetime conscription must be opposed as ‘a. step
to military dictatorship. Complete drsarmament otﬁv
all the world is what labor wants.

‘But it must make these demands with open eyes."
knowing full well that they cannot be. realized
without abolishing imperialism. Preventing: the
world from being turned into hostile armed, camps
can be accomplished only by dislodging the : ‘eapi-
talist classes of this country, of Great Britain, of
all countries, and the bureaucratic rulers f Rus- .
sia. Complete disarmament .can -emist only between
“peoples bound by mutual interests, not ruled by
rival imperialists. :
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' Native Fascism:
Smith and
McWilliams

By Shirley Lawrence

The defeat of Germany and Italy, and the certainty
of defeat for Japan, does not mean the defeat of fascism.
For the conditions that bring fascism into existence re-
main; Fascism feeds on economic chaos, and since capi-
talism cannot guarantee economic security, peace or tlee-
dom, the danger of fascism is constant.

:* All sections of America have united in an uproar of
indignation over the crimes of foreign fascism. “How can
« guch things be in a civilized world?” .

“" 1} is' misleading and decidedly dangerous to think that

faseism is a national characteristic of Germany or Ifaly;

that it came to Germany because the people were na-
tionalistic, militaristic and prone to regimentation; that
it came to Italy because the country was backward. Such
theories are false and disarm the people of other coun-
tries, especially the working classes, in their struggle
against reactionary fascism. They do not explain, for in-
stance, why in almost every important country of the
world, fascist movements were and are in existence.

FASCISM 1S, NOT A NEW SOCIAL SYSTEM, BUT A

FORM OF POLITICAL RULE UNDER CAPITALISM.

AS SUCH IT IS CAPABLE OF COMING TO POWER IN

ANY COUNTRY.

- There 'are evil threats, which are taken for granted,

" to American workers in such native, anti-labor, anti-
democratic and anti-Semitic pro-fascist movements as
the newly-formed Nationalist Party, headed by ex-

Senator Robert Rice Reynolds, and of the America First-

ers, led by Gerald L. K. Smith. Both are financed by, and

serve the interests of big business; both are flourishing
. today, and trying to consolidate and coordinate all re-
actionary and pro-fascist forces in this country.

J_QE McWILLIAMS® ACTIVITIES

' Sensational disclosures in -the Cleveland “Press”
veal that Reynolds is employmg as a key-man, none
‘other than Joe Mchllia.ms. the silvery-voiced Yorkville
Fue]u-er. to solicit wealthy Cleveland industrialists for

re-

‘contribufiond to the Nationalist Party. It is pretty gen- -

! _ erally avowed that McWilliams is an out and out fascist
and admirer of Adolph Hitler and all his policies; a

*“ friend of the leader of the German-American Bund, Fritz

Kuhn; and of Silver-Shirt leader, William Dudley Pel-
ley. McWilliams gained notoriety chiefly thmn_gh his
vicious anti-Semite speeches at street cormer rallies in
~ Yorkville in the early days of the war. He is the author

of such a profound remark as: “ADOLPH HITLER IS
THE GREATEST LEADER IN THE HISTORY OF THE
WORLD.”

Reynolds, leader of the Nationalist Party, former
chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Committee, hus-
band of Evalyn Walsh MacLean, owner of the Hope dia-
mond and a huge fortune, had the political and social
prestige to give his party a deceptive aura of respecta-
bility: The big-time Nationalistic press, the New York
Daily News and Washington Times-Herald have come
out.for a Natloﬁalistic Party, while the Chicago Tribune
has specifically praised the Nationalistic Party of Rey-
nolds. Reynolds is himself the'owner of a newspaper, the
“National Record,” the official organ of his Party, and the
proud possessor of a private, potential storm-troop out-
fit, the Vindicators. _

.Here is what A. F. Weber of the Triplex Screw
_Company of Cleveland tells of an interview with Na-

tionalistic Party representative, Malone, “public rela-

tions director” for the American Nationalistic Com-
mittee, Reynolds’ Number One organizer and trouble
shooter, active in the last four months in New Jersey,

New York, Massachusetts, 1llinois and Ohio.

‘“Malone asked me for a donation to the party. He
~ said the Nationalists expected io gel into office and
_ would_help indusiry. He said they would do away

with all business regulations, lower faxes, and make

the unions incorporate. like, they do in some of the

Southern states., He talked a lot about Communists,

and how they were taking over the couniry through

the New Deal. He said the Nationalists would put an

"end to the Communists and foreigners in this country.

. He explained the way the Nationalist Party would
get into office by uniting the anti-New Deal Demo-
crats of the South, with the right kind of Northern

Republicans. He showed me a map to see how the

.votes in the different states would be united under

the Nationalists.”

Other industrialists or firms visited by Malone or
McWilliams include: James F, Lincoln, president of Lin-
coln. Electric Co., who has a record of violently reaction-

ary actions against labor; Robert A. Weaver; president -

of Ferro Enamel Corp.; Republic Steel Corp., Standard
Oil Company, Federal Reserve Bank, Mutual Finance
Co., American Shipbuilding Co., etc.

"GERALD L. K. SMITH

-The Nationalists are in communication with Gerald
L. K. Smith, head of the America Firsters, who has as
one of his financial backers Harry Bennett, former head
of the Ford Co. service squad, now reputed to be run-
ning the Ford empire. Smith visited the San Francisco
Conference to relaunch the America First movement
from there and to transfer his Detroit headquarters
‘there. He plans to coalesce the various fascist, crack-pot
elements on the Coast—the pension “oldsters,” the fun-
damentalists, the vegetarians, the “monetary reform”
groups, the “good government” people the “ham and
eggs” movement,

Fascism in Italy and Germany was subsidized by the
magnates of the heavy industries, the iron, steel and
mining .industries, and by the financiers—the Krupps
and' the Thyssens: Krupp told his employees once: “We
want only loyal workers who are grateful from the bot-
tom of their hearts for the bread which we let them
earn.” Thyssen said: “Democracy with us represents—
nothing.” And yet it is the workers of Germany who
today must suffer, and the Thyssens and Krupps will go
scot-free. Fascism came to power in Germany as the
sinstrument of the caPltahst class to prevent the workers
from seizing power.

Pcrf Il: The Housing Shorfage

SOCIALISM AND POST-WAR HOUSING

By MARIAN GOULD

Last week we wandered through the cheery,’
‘diry vistas of the paper dream houses that the
capitalist pen-prostitutes have created fo take
our minds off the war housing crisis. Today, let's
plumb the depths of the general, permanent
housing shortage which the last four years of
war has intensified.

Any LABOR ACTION reader earning around
the median U. S. wage of $1500, or in the 61%
of U. S. families earning less than $2000 a year,
or even in the 81% earning less than $3000—
knows what I'm talking about. Whenever you
try to find decent apartments or houses for
your families, you run smack into the fact that:

Theré has always been a housing shortage
in this country.

It has always been d:fﬁcu]t if not impos-
sible, for three quarters of the population to
find clean, sunny homes with enough rooms, at
rents they could afford to pay.

@

The residence areas that the vast majority of -

the urban U. S. population can afford are char-
acterized by
factory ‘and/or trafic ODOR, NOISES,

DIRT; )

CONGESTION, and lack of privacy;
lack of sunshine, fresh air, and nature's
green.

(Rural slums are 1ust as bad, but for other

_reasons, which lie outside the scope of the pres-
ent discussion.)

The most heavily populated city residential

- areas are usually located on the cheapest land,
that is, the worst located sites in terms of topog-
raphy, prevailing winds, year-round exposure
to sunshine. .

The working class families that can find de-
cent homes within their price range, by moving
to far-out suburbs, almost invariably lack the
necessary compliment of nurseries, schools, rec-
reation facilities, libraries, safe shopping cen-

ters—that all add up to make a convenient,
functional residential meighborhood.

Widespread dissatisfaction with popular liv-

ing conditions has revealed itself in the mass
exodus from cities to the suburbs during the
last twenty years. Suburban areas have grown
twice as fast as city areas proper.

The deep-felt human need for fresh air, sun-
shine and communion with na'ture is also ex-
pressed regularly by the week-end and summer
vacation migrations from our cities.

7 3

The figures on the EXTENT of America’s
housing shortage are unbelievable to the ordi-
nary reader of the daily kept-press, with its
mythelogy about the “American Way of Life.”

OVER HALF OF THE FAMILIES IN AMER-
ICA DO NOT LIVE IN HOMES OF MINIMUM
DECENCY OR SANITATION.

+ This startling estimate was made by Fortune
magazine as early as 1932. It has been confirmed
by the most recent publications of the National
Housing Authority, and by the 1940 Census Re-

ort.

P Of the 37 million housing units it got reports
on, the Census found that 18.2 million needed
major repairs or had no private bath.

.

Even 'this isn't a complete picture of the

SHORTAGE because the Census doesn't bother
about the - |
LOCATION of the uniis—whether or not
they're in slum areas;
how CONGESTED they are—how many
families are living in one unit.

The National Housing Authority has esti-
mated America’s housing needs at 16,000,000.
The United Automobile Workers-CIO calls this
inaccurate, and says the mneed is closer to
17,000,000.

To bring the meaning of these astronomical
figures home in terms we housewives are used
to thinking in, I'll list you three more statistics,
and that’ll be all for today.

1. In the boom year of 1929, the private build-
ing industry put up a little over 500,000 dwelling
units.

2. In 1941, counting all the Government’s war
housing construction, only %700,000 non-farm
uhits were built. ’

3.. TO BUILD 17,000,000 DWELLINGS IN
TEN YEARS' TIME MEANS THAT 1,700,000
UNITS A YEAR MUST GO UP.

That's the extent of the shortage today: lo
provide Decent and Sanitary homes for the
huosewives who need them most (fo say noth-
ing of Dream Houses), there must be three
times as much building as in 1929, and over
twice as much as there was in 1941.

AND THAT, LADIES, IS QUITE AN OR-
DER, FOR THE PRESENT SET-UP TO FILL.
(Later on I propose to consider at some length
whether or not they can fill it.)

[

We socialists go along with the UAW on
their demand for 17,000,000 new dwelling units.
But we don’t think that’s enough to alleviate
the shortage of decent, wholesome (modern)
housing.

We believe, we know that our country can
afford to house its citizens in homes that are not
only decent and sanitary, but also roomy, sunny,
and located in safe, well-landscaped, restful en-
vironments where body and soul can relax from
the day’s labors.

America has the lumber, the bricks, the con-
crete, and the labor to house its people well.
Why then, has this obvious and elementary task
never been carried out?

We've already seen that the answer is tied
up with LOW INCOME. The people who are
short of houses are that 809 of families who
earn under $3000 a year.

Next week we’ll go into the cause and effect

- relations between those two facts. by discuss-

ing: The Cause of Capiltalism’s Permanent Hous-
ing Shortage.

- ALTERNATIVES GRS
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“New Turn” of the Communists-II

By DAVID COOLIDGE

(The second article in a series)

In discussing the new ferment in
ithe Stalinist Communist Party in the
United States, which William Z.
Foster calls the return to “Marxism-
Leninism,” we compared the record
and writings of Foster for the past
few years with those of Earl Brow-
der. The printed record reveals no
fundamental difference. On the con-
trary, it reveals that Foster and his
friends were in full accord with
Browder (and Stalin) on every im-

~ portant and significant question.

Foster, Minor and Hudson agreed .

with Browder on the 'Stalin-Hitler
pact. They agreed with Molotov that
“Hitlerism...is a maiter of taste.”

s

“GOOD AND BAD CAPITALISTS”

They were completely satisfied with
the position of Browder in 1939 that
there was little difference between
the government of Great Britain and
the United Siates on one side and
the governmert of Germany on the
other.

In 1941 they agreed with Browder
that the war was an “imperialist
war.”

In 1942, when’Browder (and Sta-

- lin) decided that it was no longer

an imperialist war, but that the U. S.
was fighting for national liberation,
Foster rushed to the side of Browder

and Minor and added that “this is a

sacred war.”

But now Fester, Minor, Hudson and
the rest of the “majority” discover
that they were “misled” by Browder.

A\

\

was oslentatiously emitted!

SKIDS GREASED FOR BROWDER

A meeting of the National Commitiee of the CPA endorsed the action
of the National Board which recently repudiated Browder and endorsed
the “line” of Foster. The vote was 53 to 1 against Browder. The com-
mittee also decided to hold a convention during the month of July and
‘elected a secretariat to represent the organization publicly in the in-
terim. Foster, Dennis and Williamson make up the secretariat. Browder

They reach back into 1939 and come
up with a stinking Stalinist concoe-

tion which Foster has the brazenness
Al-
though Browder had no such intem=::
tions, in his reply to the Fosterites|
he objectively exposes the guality of .
the Foster- Minor - Hudson Marxism.:
Foster accuses Browder of flirting:

to label “Marxism - Leninism.”:

Kaiser, according to Foster, is better
for the working class than du Pont,
Nelson is better than Ford, Krug is
hetter than Vandenberg. This is Fos-
ter's “Marxism - Leninism.” Every
worker who has toiled in the mines,
mills and factories knows that this
is pure rubbish, -

“Not a]l American capitalists favor

with capitalism and leading the CP| 4 pol:cy of aggressive imperialist ex-

into reformism. Browder quotes from '

an article by Foster in the June, !

1945, number of Political Affairs (the ;

pansion.” What other kind of im-

perialism is there ekcept aggressive

1mperlallsm" Imperialism means to

CP substitute for the Communist In-3. 'seize, to suppress and exploit colo-

ternational, monthly magazine pub-}
lished up to. the time the GPU Aook:
the *“dissolved” Third International
underground), as follows:

“‘By far not all American capi-
talists favor a policy of aggressive
imperialist expansion. Large num-
bers of them follow the general

Roosevelt line. These more far-sight- -
ed elements among the capitalists, .

the Kaisers, Krugs, Nelsons, etc., re-

alizing that their class interests dove-
tail with the nation’s interests...are-
. accepting the general policies laid

donw at Teheran and Yalta.":

Browder comments as follows on‘
the Foster position that there are’

good and bad capitalists:
“The true understanding of Amer-

perialist policy is that it is represent- .

: “socialism

nial and small nations and their peo-

_'ples for the benefit of an imperialist

capitalist ruling class. The oppres-
sion and exploitation is accompanied

“by armies and navies with all the .

weapons at their command. Has Fos-
ter ever seen a pacifist, or meek, or
modest imperialism? British, per-
haps? Or American? Or Russian?

WHERE WAS DISAGREEMENT?
At what other point does Foster

disagree with Browder? He and Brow--

der disagree on the possibilities of
in our country.” Foster
charges Browder with the “curt dis-
missal of the whole question of so-
cialism in our country, not only as an
immediate political issue (in which

of mass edycation (in which he was

ican imperialism and American im-: he was corarct) but also in the sense

ed not only in Vandenberg and du

Pont, but is equally represented in,

the Kaisers, Krugs and Nelsons.”

Browder adds that the Xaisers,®
Krugs and Nelsons are the true rep-’

resentatives of the interests of their
class,” whereas the Vandenbergs and '
du Ponts “fail to see the true inter-
ests of their own class.”

things ' Browder and his “opponent”
Foster are quarreling about.

Far more important, however, is.

the fact that Foster, who accuses

Browder of “revisionism and a de--
parture from Marxism,” attempts to
discover good and bad capitalists.

wrong).” When did Foster find him-
self in disagreement on this impor-
tant question? When was Foster ad-
vocating mass. education in socialism?

In his pamphlet “Socialism” issued
in’ March, 1941, Foster falked about
socialism. “There 'is no system of so-
ciety except socialism that can free

" humanity....In a socialist America

We are certain that every worker -
will be profoundly touched by this:
question: which group of capitalists *
truly represents the interests of the:
capitalist class? This is one of the:

the people will enjoy freedom in its
fullest sense and also the material
well being which must serve as its
base....To grease the chute for our

final plutlge into the war, the war-

mongers are asserting that this is a
war to save democracy....What a
familiar stench that ‘argument’ has,
It was a lie in 1917...and it. is a lie
now. .

“John L. Lewis was correet in
charging that there are 52,000,000

shrunken bellies in this country....
The Roosevelt government, the spear-
head of American imperialism, is
leading this work of reaction behind
a mask of progressive phrases....

“Capitalist exploitation of the
workers and farmers 15 the basie
cause of war,

“The New Deal Admhsistratinn,
obeying the dictate of Wall Street,
has abandoned its makeshift’' pump-
priming and is going the way of all
capitalism, into wholesale munitions
production and war....

“The dictatorship of the proletariat
..«is the rule of the workers and
peasants. .

“Only by militant struggle can the.

workers and their farmer and other
allies protect themselves from the
ever-mcreaslng evils of hunger, fas-

“CAPITALISTS MOSTLY GOOD”

cism and war....They should sup-
port the right to sirike by fighting
against all anti-strike legislation, by
repudiating in action the no-strike
policies of their leaders.” ’

Thus wrote Foster in March, 1941,
Was he to the *“left” of Browder?
Was his pamphlet “Socialism” a po-
lemic against Browder or against
Browder “errors” and “revisionism”?
The record is against Foster, for in
January, 1941, Browder wrote in his
pamphlet, The Way Out of the Im-
perialist War, as follows:

“Today in the midst of the second
imperialist war, we commemorate
Lenin by applying his teachings....
... The Roosevelt Administration is
about to enter into military action
which cannot but be directed against
Ireland . . . The war administration
of Roosevelt arrogates to itself the
right to enclose the whole hemi-
sphere in its- conirol....This is not
democracy. This is imperia!ism.“

(Article 3 Next Week)

Who's Going io
Own Gov't
War Property?

By V. P. Jensen

So far, on the important problems of post-war eco-
nomic development and reconversion, we have had from
the government only air. To be more precise, two kinds
of air—hot and foul. The hot air comes from ‘Congress-
men and government higher ups who in countless holi-
day speeches promise full employment, a break for small
business and pie in the sky for veterans, while in reality
they are planning nothing and- fighting all social benefits
to the last ditch. The foul air hits us when an occasional’
door is opened upon some of.the hush-hush agencies
where the real post-war future is being worked out. One
such case is the recent resignation of Guy Gillette 01'
Iowa as chairman of the Surplus Property Board.

This board is one of the key economic agencies. Its
job is to dispose of about one hundred billion dollars of
government-owned property and goods. This property
ranges from twenty million acres of land and seven bil-
lion dollars in new industrial plants and facilities down
to shoes, overcoats and cameras. Disposing of one hun-
dred billion dollars of goods is a somewhat larger tran-
saction than selling a pound of potatoes over the counter.
What happens to the government-owned plants may
shape the industrial future of the country for the com-
ing period. Big business from the start has known what
is involved and has kept a greedy hand in this biggess of
all grab-bags of the war.

All talk of post-war economie planning is idle with-
out taking into account this tremendous sum of goods
and property and how and if the government is to dis-

pose of it—and to whom. What are the a,lternatlves and

how do they affect labor? P———

The twenty million acres of land owned by the gov-
ernment offer a means to enable the returning: veteran,
the underpriviliged farm laborer, cropper and tenant to.
become an independent small farmer—OR—they can be
sold to big planters, sugar growers and big corporate
farmers, who are interested in an enlafged pool of land-
less laborers from whom they can Pélﬁ-ult cheap farm
labor. LN

The seven billion dollars in industrial plant and facili-
ties kept open by the government can mean increased
employment and the breaking up of monopolistic eon-
trol—OR—sold to big business interests who are able to
make substantial profits by keeping, plnmp closed down

. and charging monopolistic prices and by paying low

wages-in a period of widespread unemployment.
The billions of dollars of surplus commodities ranging

from guns to shoes, can, in the hands of big business, be
used to dictate prices and dominate the current of ti4
immediate post-war market when there is a large de-
mand for civilian goods. -

From its very inception, the Surplus Property Board
has been in the hands of big business, of the Jesse Jones
crowd, and they have made it amply clear that only big
buqmess is to pick thé plums from this gigantic economie
pie. When the board was set up in 1943, Will Clayton,
the world’s greatest cotton factor and pal of Jesse Jones,
was- named the first administrator. The whole office was
peopled with big businessmen. When Clayton was ap-
pointed by Roosevelt as under-secretary of state; the
deceased president{ named Sam Husbands, another Jesse
Jones man as head of the board. Such a furor arose over
this reactionary appointment that Roosevelt was forced
to withdraw his nomination and appomt ex-Senator Guy
Gillette of Iowa, instead.

VoaliTh Al "
EVEN GILLETTE OBJECTS o

Now Gillette has resigned as head. of the board com-
plaining that the practices of the board “might lead to
monopolistic practices.” Gillette is hardly a wild-eyed
radical—as a matter of fact, Roosevelt orice “purged” him
as an enemy of the New Deal—and we may be sure that
when Gillette feels cramped in the Surplus Property
Board, the big businessmen have really got the works
tied up in knots. Most of what is done in the board is
very hush-hush but when Gillette Yf¢‘he opened the
door just long enough for a peek at the" workings.

At the same time that Gillette resigned, General
Counsel Wesley Sturges, who also was somewhat more
favorable to the pleas of small business, resigned too,
after the arrogant big business crowd, tired of listening

to his protests, had barred him from meetmgs of the
Board.

One of the best illustrations of the mﬂuences of big
business is the affair of the Aluminum Corporation of
America. Alcoa, which a federal courf just discov-
ered to be a monopoly, like all the other monopolies, has
been profiting enormously under war orders. The gov-
ernment loaned some of its best machine tools to Alcoa.
Under the tergns of the Congressional act setting up the
Surplus Property Board, the Board is given dJscretmn to
refuse to sell goods to any monopoly.

Attorney General Biddle asked that Alcoa not be per-
mitted to buy the valuable machine tools and thus
strengthen its monopoly on aluminum. But the Board
refused to name the company in the order withholding
machine tools. So Alcoa finds that the names that a
Federal Court calls it won’t hurt so long as its big busi-
ness friends on the Surplus Property Board see to it
that its monopoly won't be disturbed.

The Board is in a great hurry to dispose of the gov-
ernment-opvned machine tools, so anxious that it has of-
fered ‘the big companies reduced prices and a chance to
reject tools they didn't want; terms much easier than
even the original option terms which turned no corpora-
tion owners’ hair gray.

TRUMAN APES FDR

That nothing more is fo be expected from Truman
than from Roosevelt was made quite clear with his ap-
pointment of W. Stuart Symington of St. Louis as chair-
man of the Board. What may be expected of Symington

The fascist movement is usually composed of de-
.classed elements: middle classes' which have been de-
stroyed by big, business, unemployed militarists, i.e.,
professional soldiers, unemployed workers whose morale
has been destroyed by years of idleness, youth who have
no hopes for the future under capitalism. These were
the forces which the degenerate leaders of the Nazi
Party won to their program. This program promised ev-
erything to everybody but really adhered to one aim:
strengthening the power of the capitalist rulers of Ger-
many, guaranteeing their profits and waging war to ex-
tend their interests on a world scale.

Fascism can be fought only by militant working class

can be gauged from the fact that he was once cited by a
federal judge on violation of the Sherman Anti-trust Aet.

One of the Surplus Property Board members, Robert
Hurley, told the Senate Military Affairs subcommittee
that in his opinion a great deal of the property in war
plants should simply be regarded as “junk” and disposed
of as such. Workers have paid for this “junk™ in blood
and sweat and taxes; workers have'seen this “junk” bring
“in enormous profits for capitalists; workers for the first
time have been enabled by this “junk” to have'full em-
ployment by producing for the war machine.

These workers must not permit the planis and facili-
ties to be sold for a song to greedy, profit-swollen cor-

NEW YORK ELECTION CAMPAIGN

The New York City CIO Council has endorsed
General O'Dwyer, Democratic candidate for
Mayor. '

Worst of all, this statement was made by Mike
Quill, president of the bus drivers’ own union.

As for General O’'Dwyer, labor’s new “friend,”
he kept very quiet about the bus situation.
' Max Shachtman, candidate of the Workers
Party, says: “It's time to end this ruinous company
unionism in politics. Labor needs its own INDE-
PENDENT Labor Party and its own candidates.
The so-called American Labor Party and the Lib-
eral Party are only tails to the Democratic and

the continued rule (whether clean i
= . 0

capitalists and bankers, S i
Campaign for labor by campaigning for Shacht-

: m

. Why? Because “O'Dwyer has won the confi- yoeizngl; SOREatiop; ity ok club, and everywhere
dence of all good government forces that he would
continue the splendid pattern of independent, fear-
less and clean administration given to our city by

Fiorello H. LaGuardia.”

Workers Party Campaign Commitiee
114 West 14th Street, New York 11, N, Y.

[J Enclosed find $.._._____ contribution to the
campaign fund.

This belly-crawling statement was made less [ Please send me campaign literature for dig

action. Labor must organize the fight against fascism, it than a week after LaGuardia used the city’s radio t;

must organize a strong Labor Party with a genuine labor  station to call a slowdown of tferribly m{derpald Republican kites. The workers, CIO and AFL, fo- 0 lﬂ‘l:::::nig particinate jn th ﬁ,":ﬂ:::;:f’ n:r,::pﬁi‘: ::l:;wtb;r:e; o;r:st‘tm:ﬁirtmj !ghw
program, for the people to guard against the inroads of bus drivers dishonest and un-American. Yes, and &ether with their families;, have the numbers for paign, bite fo. e metition kil overnment hold these idle war plants and their “jmz
the fascists. Labor must organize its own Defense Guards less than a week after LaGuardia almost wept 2 truly great party of their own.” :nd under the control of the workers, make them work
to be ready for the fascist violence, organize an indepen- because he couldn’t think of any strike-breaking When you vote for Shachtman in November, Name ____ — to provide jobs and goods for the benefit of the people
dent-'Lapor-PaErty, based on the unions, fo bring about method to use against this “new technique” of the you vote for the idea of an independent Labor Address of the couniry as they once provided huga profits for
;1_:93 _vxctory of its program. %o I;us drivers. o e e e Wl Party. You vote for a labor government and against City —— thelr espltﬂlist m
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