SEC Shows War Is Not Hell for Corporations

O NEW millionaires will be made by this war!
That was promised the American people when
their sons were drafted for the fighting and Workers’
wages were frozen. ‘
What becomes of that promise, in the light of a
report made public this week by the Securities and
Exchange Commission? Of all the disclosures yet
made of wartime profits—and most of them have
been printed in LABOR—this one is the most sen-
sational.
The report shows total gains made from 1939

banks and insurance companies. In other words, it
includes all manufacturing, commercial, railroad
and many other kinds of corporations, whether big
or small.
For the flve-year period since the war started in
Europe, the report shows:
—That the corporations’ “current assets” nearly
doubled, from $54,600,000,000 to $98,000,000,000.
These current assets include “cash on hand,” “U. S.
government securities,” money due the corporations
from the government and other customers, materials
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through 1944 by all American corporations, except in “

inventories,”

and other assets.

—The corporations’ “cash on hand” more than
doubled, from $10900000000 to $23,100,000,000.

3 —The U. S. gover ﬁt securities owned by
the corporations mu tfphed nearly ten times,
from $2,200,000,000 to $20;

— At the end of 1939, the U. S. government owed

the corporations virﬂtally nothing. At the end
f 1944 the government oviied them $4,700,000,000.

5 — The corporations’ “net working capital” near-
ly doubled, from $24ﬁ00000 000 in 1939 to $45,-
500,000,000 in 1944. Net wprking capital is the cash

06,000,000.

and other “ready money” assets owned by the cor-
porations;, after subtracting every cent they owe
anyone. It does not include the value of their fac-
tories and other “fixed assets.” The latter have also
increased enormously, but their value is not shown
in the report.

The corporations’ working capital “reached a

new high” at the end of 1944, the report says.

The total increase in the corporations’ working
capital was $20,900,000,000. That was after paying

bonds, and after setting aside enough money to pay
all their income taxes.

Moreover, the report points ouf, at the end of
1944 the corporations had $2,100,000,000 coming to
them from Uncle Sam in “post-war tax refunds.”

On top of all that, after the war the corporations
will get back immense but still unknown amounts

through such income tax law “loopholes” as “carry-
backs,” “excess profits credits,” “accelerated amorti-
zation,” and “recomputation of base period income.”

billions in dividends and interest on their stocks and

—Reprinted from “Labor.”
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By ALBERT GATES

Slap at Browder
Sig nal for CP
Change of Line

By this time the whole world knows about the public attack
made by Jacques Duclos, leader of the French Communist Party,
on Earl Browder, chief editor of the Daily Worker and president
of the Communist Political Association, for having ‘“‘dissolved

the Communist Party,”

drawn

“erroneous conclusions” from

the Teheran Conference and made “himself the protagonist of
a false concept of social evolution in general, and in the first
place, the social evolution of the U. 8.”

In continuing his sharp crit-
icism, Duclos wrote that “one

is witnessing a notorious revi-.

sion of Marxism on the part
of Browder and his support-
s,” that “the French Com-

munists will not approve the policy
followed by Browder, for it has
swerved dangerously from the wvic-
torious Marxist-Leninist doctrine.”
Duclos’ criticism appeared in Les
Cahiers du Communisme, the theo-
retical organ ®f the French Commu-
nist Party, and this is what makes
the whole nature of the attack so
unusual. When' the Communist In-
ternational funectioned openly such
matters were dealt with in the up-

per circles of its executive commit-
tee, which is another way of saying
in the ruling committee of the Rus-
sian Communist Party.

Since Stalin formally “dissolved”

the Communist International as a

means of strengthening his alliance
with Great Britain and the United

States, the Communist Parties were
presumed to have obtained their in-
dependence. That is why the attack
launched against. Browder .employed
the device of making it appear to
have originated in the leadership of
the French Communist Party.

WHY THIS ATTACK?

What is behind this attack on
Browder, who is noted for his ab-
ject following of Russia and the Sta-
linist leaders in all their political
turns? Browder was never noted for
any great intelligence, audacity or
independence of action. Whatever
policies he pursued and foisted upon
the American Communist Party
were an automatic reflection of the
political course of Stalin. The answer
to this apparently puzzling question
must be looked for in fhe field of
world politics, that is, the relations
which exist between the Big Three
who dominate the international
scene today .

These relations have gone through
various stages during the war. Sus-
picions were evident from the start.
First were the mutual fears of a
separate peace with Germany. Sec-
ond was the dispute of the second
front, when and where it would be-
gin. Third were the disputes over the
division of Europe, which are sharp-
er than ever now that the war has
ceased in Europe.

So long as the European war was
on and Germany remained a dan-
gerous antagonist, the policy of Rus-
sia . and the Communist Parties was
to strengthen the Big Three coalition
in order to guaraniee the continua-
tion of the war on two fronis and

(Continued on page 4)

British Labor Party
Faces Election Fight

The decision of the British Labor
Party to step out of the coalition
government was taken at its Black-
pool conference last week under the
pressure of many urgent problems
which are looming up before the
working class.
The *Labor Party
turned down
Churchill's pro-*
posal that it con- . |
tinue in the pres-, ( e :/
ent governmentik : . ™<=
until the end of the war with Japan.
Instead it proposed that it continue
until October, at which time a gen-
gral election should be held. Church-
ill countered with a formal resigna-
tion, which compelled the calling of
a general election on July 5th, a date
more favorable to him.

POST-WAR PROBLEMS

The British working class is now
faced with a whole series of prob-
lems similar to those which the
workers in this country have before

them. Because of the less favorable
"condition of British economy and be-
cause England itself was a war area,
subjected to terrific bembings, de-
struction and dislocation, these prob-
lems are much more intense.

The big question, naturally, is full
employment. Who will provide jobs
for all in England? How shall they
be provided?

Another big question is housing.
How will adequate housing be pro-
vided for all?

What about social security, health
insurance, old-age insurance, unem-
ployment insurance?

Two solutions are being offered to
these questions—one is a solution of-
fered by the employers and the pres-
ent government; the other is a solu-
tion offered by the advanced section
of tne British working class.

The Conservatives and the class of
bankers, industrialists and monopo-
lists which they represent propose to

. (Continued on page 3)

D-Day for Labor

ISSUE: JOBS

Full Employment Program.

Of Workers

By V. P. JENSEN

Party Nominee

In this November's mayoralty election, the workers in New
York City will have an opportunity to take the lead in the na-
tion-wide fight for jobs and full employment. For regardless of
the windy platitudes and dull platforms of the candidates, the
real issue for the coming period is — jobs for New York CHy

workers.

Behind the scenes, in the smoke-filled rooms of the machine
politicians, there is frantic maneuvering to discover a candidate
to succeed La Guardia in the most important mayoralty position
in the country. A dozen or so candidates have arisen as possi-
bilities. There are district attorneys, council members, lawyers,
doctors—every type has been mentioned as a mayoralty pos-
sibility except one—a labor man. And from out of all this po-
litical maneuvering there has been not one word of PROGRAM.
Not a word as to what is to be done in the nation’s largest city
to provide full employment in the post-war period. Not a word
about the cutbacks in the aircraft and shipyard industries which

are already begmnmg
Yet—the issue is JOBS. The
politicians may talk of “clean
government” or clean streets,
but every worker in New York,
as in the nation, talks of one
thing: will there be jobs for
all? If elections and the democratic
process mean anything, this election
must show that the people of the
city will not be content with talk,

that they want action. Action now
for full employment.

WHAT IS' AHEAD FOR LABOR?

It is not too early for labor to act.
Already cutbacks in aircraft, ship-
yards and the metal trades have be-
gun. The shutdown ofethe Brewster
Aircraft plant in Long Island City
last year was only the beginning.
Between February of last year and

Is $25 A Week Adequate Benefit?

President Truman's Proposal: A MAXIMUM of $25 a week for all workers for twenty-six weeks.
Workers I'ariy Proposal: A MINIMUM of $30 a week for single men and women for the duration
of the period of unemployment.

"By MARY BELL

On May 28, President Truman re-
qgest.ecl: of Congress emergency leg-
iglationf* extending the present cov-
erage of unemployment benefits and
increasing the maximum payment to
$26 a week.

This is late recognition of the fact
that NOTHING has been done for
the workers who have +toiled, fought
and borne the cost of the war.

CONGRESS AND BUSINESS

Not so with big business. Congress
guaranteed the profils before they
took the “risk” of converting to war
production. That was in the period
of “priorities unemplayine ” when
the workers walked the streets,
haunted employment agencies and
suffered below - subsistence living.
The war assured business undreamed
of profits. And Congress agaih guar-
anteed its post-war profits through
refunds out of the excess profits
taxes.

The workers have gotten the wage
freeze, job freeze, high taxes, a ris-
ing cost of living, deductions for

war bonds, ete. They are going to
be more than a little. fed up when

' they go on the dole, whose present

maximum is from $16 to $18 a week.

President Truman is belatedly rec-
ognizing this fact—when cutback un-
employment is already throwing
thousands out of work.

But $25 a week is the minimum on
which a single person can live and
receive the minimum necessities of
life. Twenty-five dollars a week for
a family of ‘any size means a sub-
standard of existence! If you multi-
ply the present benefits of $16 a
week by the rise in the cost of living
(45.3 per cent—CIQO figure) the re-
sult is about $25 a week. In other
words, the President’s proposal, aside
from extending the workers covered,
does no more than compensate for
the increase in the cost of living. And
this is the MAXIMUM!

ONLY DECENT PROPOSAL

The Workers Party proposal for
unemployment insurance to all work-
ers for whom govérnment and in-
dustry do- not. find jobs, beginning
with $30 a week for single men and
women, is the only proposal that
will guarantee a decent standard of
living to those who have toiled and
are now being arbitrarily tossed out
of their jobs.

This is only a beginning for labor.
It should also fight for the incorpo-
ration into .its union contracts of a
clause calling for the absorption of
workers thrown into unemployment
in the reconversion period by a re-

duction of the work-week with no
reduction in weekly take-home pay.
It has to proceed to the guarantee
of a year-around job, a minimum of
$2,500 annual wage to each worker,
and a rising standard of living by
means of government planning to as-
sure a $5,000 annual income to all
workers' families, together with a
thirty-hour maximum work week.

All these things are within labor’s
grasp. It is the biggest, mightiest
organized force in the country. All
that is necessary is that it rise up
on its feet, repudiate the supine pol-
icies of its leadership, such as the

no-strike pledge and the support of
capitalist candidates who refused last
year to give labor $25 a week unem-
ployment benefits but guarantieed the
billions to big business!

(And it ought to be noted that one
of the houses of Congress just voted
itself $2,500 a year “pin money” in
addition to present salaries of $10,000.
This is only four times the mastimum
unemployment compensation a work-
er could obtain in a year!)

Labor must get back on the high
road of independent class action and
form an independent class party of

labor!

February of this, employment in the
manufacturing frades in New York
declined, 8.2 per cent. And this de-
cline was during the period of war
in Europe. And in the metal trades,
which are the highest paid in the
city, the decline has been even great-
er—15.7 per cent. These figures indi-
cate the dangerous trend—the steady

MAX SHACHTMAN

fall in the standard of living of
New York workers.

But these declines are only the be-
ginning. The Infernational Associa-
tion of Machinists (AFL) estimates
that before the war there were 300,-
000 workers in the metropolitan area
in the metal trades. The union esti-
mates that during the reconversion
that figure will fall as low as 180,000
and that even after retooling it will
not rise to the pre-war figure! This
is the future for metal trades work-
ers in the city. It is not greatly dif-
ferent for the other important New
York trades.

New York workers have grim
(Continued on page 4)

Chicago Truckmen Back to Work

CHICAGO, May 24—Six . thousand
five hundred truck drivers returned
to work today after President Tru-
man issued an order for the govern-
ment to take over the 1,000 com-
panies affected.

At the same time Army officers
agreed that the’ WLB would recon-
sider the decision the board had

-previously handed down on the un-

ion’s demands for wage increases and
shorter work week.

Units of the Regular Army had
been brought into Chicago to break
the strike and in some cases Army

’

trucks. and army personnel “hauled
goods for employees affected.

KEESHIN LOCKOUT

Eighty-five of the drivers who par-
ticipated in the strike were ordered
by the Keeshin Motor Express Co. to
sign new application cards when they
returned to work on termination of
the strike. The drivers refused to
sign the cards, pointing out that the
signing of new applications would
mean loss of seniority, vacations and
back pay. They resumed picketing of
"the concern on the basis that the
company was pulllng a lockout.

. The striking truck drivers were
members of the Chicago Truck Driv-
ers Union, independent. Frank Brown,
president of Teamsters Joint Coun-
cil No. 25, AFL, ordered all AFL
teamsters to continue work as usual.
International members of Teamsters
Local 705, AFL, competitor of the
striking local, were ordered not to
strike, even though the AFL loecal
made the same wage and hour de-
mands. However, it was estimated
than 2,500 members of Local 705

stayed away from work in sympathy
with the strike.

L e e
F o o e

ik

i

i s

et

A



LA,BOR ACTION

S S ET R T

- = June 4, 1945
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- WAR PROFITS IN RUBBER INDUS

P

Managemem Should Be “Free fo
Manage’’; Labor Free to Starve

Y

GOODRICH
FIRESTONE .

GOODYEAR __

GROSS PROFIT

Average of
Years 1937-8-9-40

_____ $16,981,000
4,604,000
11,607,000

1944
$75,973,000
75,554,000
59,125,000

#827,500,000 was taken from surplus to arbitrarily increase value of common stock frem $10 to $25 a share

SURPLUS

Pct..
Incr.

301
1540
407

Average of

$24,028,000

40,977,000

Years 1937-8-9-40

6,558,000

Pet.
iner.
150
410

72

1944

- $60,040,000
33,255,000
70,700,000*

By MEL STRONG
The big three of the rubber indu

doing so badly in the matter of squeezing profits
‘from their employees during the war period. On
"the above table you can see the proof that indus-
‘try is' being taken care of by the government in
the way of profits. In addition, special concessions
are made for a refund of approximately ten per
‘tent of their excess profits taxes for the war years.
While the workers are hamstrung with the job
feeeze, the Little Steel formula and the no-strike
pledge, industry has been reaping a golden harvest

of profit.

Whatever happened to the statement that was ,

made early in the war per 1dd Uhrt no

The Miners

By MIKE STEVENS

The hard coal miners returned to
the pits last week angd dug coal for
the fist time since April 30, the
day their union agreement with the
mine owners expired. The miners re-
turneéd fo “wotk ‘becalise’ the coal
owners reached agreement on a new
contract with the union.

This is the snnple formula carried
out by the miners. When their union

“agreement expired, ‘nobody -could
“force them to go into the mines. Co-
ercion and threats meant nothing to
"'them and for'3 more than three weeks

1o hard coal was mined. Arrest and
persecution is part of the Smith-
Connally Act, under which the gov-
ernment took ‘over the mines—but
“the ‘miners refused to work even -af-
ter the mines were taken over—and
‘the government otﬁmals realized ‘that
‘these union men could not be fright-
ened “into the mmeq by fear of ar-
rest.

. The mine operators and the United
Mine ‘Workers of America reached
agreement -on a new contract on
May 19. The new agrement provides
for portal-to-portal pay, wage differ-
‘entials “ for the second and third
“shifts, wacation pay, overtime pay
after seven hours per day and thirty-
five hours per week. John L. Lewis’
telegram to the mine locals said that
this amounted to an over-all increase
of $1.37% per day.

The new agreement is subject io
approval by the War Labor Board
and other “stabilization” agencies of
the government. The boss press has
already launched a vicioug campaign
‘against the miners, knowing that if

be made out of the blood and suffering of our sol-

diers?
stry are not

ploﬂt wis o

this agreement is accepled by the
WLEB, other unions will follow the
correct role of the miners,

President 'I‘rum.m and the WLB
would Tike to turn thumbs down on
this agreement, but they don't dare,
not only for political reasons, but
also because they know the miners

h‘s

‘will stop mining coal!

There is no doubt in anyone's mind
that if the WLB stalls .around or
suggests that another agrement with-
in the government’s *“stabilization"
formula be worked out, there will be
a stoppdge in the mining of hard
coal.

It must be clear to the workers by now that in-
dustry has no Little Steel formula for ‘its’ ‘profits.

Contract ¢ancellations for war material are caus-
ing increasing unemployment throughout the na-
tion—and whom do you suppose Congress is wor-
rying about? Industry's stooges in Congress are
on the job to get the corporation taxes lowered,
the renegotiation law repealed and the govern-
ment-owned facilities into the hands of private in-
dustry. Private industry has no intention of oper-
ating the plants they get from the government

They couldn't operate the plants they owned
beIore the war at full capacity, becouhe Lhey welo

in Anot __

operated for profit through the wage system. Is it

sensible then to allow these modern new plants
to fall into the hands of the class that has iailed

The negotiations for a new agree-
ment began -early in April. The lat-
ter part of that same month the hard
coal miners cast an overwhelming
“Yes” vote in the National Labor Re-
lations Board's strike vote, thus
warning the owners that there would
be a strike in the mines when the
agreement expired—but the owners
kept stalling around instead ot ac-
cepting the miners' demands

As. the date approached for the
expiration -of the old agreement, ‘the
government sent in Frances Perkins,
ex-Secretary "of Labor (according to
our legal experts, that post still ex-
ists) to meet with the union officials
and the rmne owneis in an attempt
to work 60t soime compromise. Per-
kins made’ her suggestions for a new
aﬂieement which were accepted by
the union dfficials but rejected by
the miine owners. The WLB immedi-
ately ordered” the UMW to extend
the old. agremeht for another thirty
days and’ orde‘red the miners to ‘con-
tinue workmg

John L. Lewis refused to continue
the old agrement for another month,
knowing that the miners would not
work evenif he orclered them to do

Thi’s" fact” had* been ' proved: a
month before when Lewls had ac-
cepted a one-mionth exténsion of the
soft ~ coal union agteement — large
sections of the ‘soft .coal miners had
paid no attentxon to the extension or
to. the union officials who ‘tried to
get them'to “understand.” They just
didn’t show up at the pits.

The WLB issued an order for the
owners' and “the operators to meet

'to produce even the neeesmties of life for one-
third ofthe population?

These plant$ should be operated by the workers,
financed by the government. Give the unemployed
a job producing goodsat a guaranteed annual wage
for peace. It is the working people who have paid
for these industries through blood, sweat, taxation
and low wages.

The key to sixty million jobs lies in workers’
control of industry and the elimination of profit-
eering! All "war proﬁts should be conﬂscated' Let
‘them be' uséd’to'pay a guaranteéd annual “wage ‘of
hot less than $2 500 per year for ‘every wol‘ker’ ?

ig@'y

with it. The UMW never formally
acted ‘on this -.order. The government
seized the mines on May 3, And, as
the New York Times laments, “This
action made the criminal provisions
of the War Labor Disputes Act op-
erative, but not a wheel turned in
the anthracite mines.”

Not a wheel turned until May 20,
when the miners received a new
agreement.

There are three significant pointis
in the behavior of the government
and its agencies during this period
that prove they have learned to re-
spect the workers strength—when it
is exercised in militant action and
not wasted writing post cards:
The WLB permitted the negotiations
to continue even while the strike
was going on; (2) no miners were
arrested and (3) Fuel Administrator
Harold L. Ickes, who was in charge
of the mines for the government af-
ter they were “taken over,” did not
negotiate the new agreement. All of
these actions differ from the proce-
dure followed in previous miners’
strikes when the government believed
the miners could be coerced into re-
turning to work

: i LT BRI AN
Once " again,’ tﬁe mmers have

proved what solidarlty c¢an 'do. The
boss press, with ‘its patr[ot:.c bom-
bast;
ders; the entire governmental ma-
chine, which would like nothing bet-
ter than to teach this particular un-
ion a lesson in “discipline” — all "of
these outfits put together could not
prevent the miners from getting a
raise because—no contract, no work.

é’ly AL MARKS

ClO's Harry Bridges throws unity
party at’ the _Palace Hotel for such
“Heople as” “Publisher Roy Howard of
*fhe‘* ’Schpps-—fE[oi‘waz;d ‘cHain ‘of news-

‘papers “and “other promment “Habor

friehds ™ We are sure much was done
1.o ¢emerit friendly relations’ “Befweéen
Tabot and its opponents ‘at ‘thls get-
'tdgether. whlch cost the union ‘plenty
of" oney thrft could ‘have beei used
‘by the meri“to better advan%age Such
‘tactlcs brand Hn&ges for ‘what he is:
A misléader “of labor who “sold his
umon “#own “the ‘river for *patriot-
ism.” Such men should be run out
of all union dffiliations.

) e 9 o

Joseph P. De Silva, secretary of
ihe Retail Clerks International Pro-
{ective Association, attended a hear-

PHILADELPHIA — At a meeting of
Local 107, United Electrical, Radio &
‘Machine Workers Assn., held on
May 1, this union almost unanimous-

-y

ly rejected the attempt on the part.-

of President Fitzgerald fo saddle the
union with a post-war no-strike
pledge. The only objections came
from two Communist Party mem-
bers,, who {found themselves with
very little to say, except 'lo vote
agamat ‘sending a letter condemmng
the statement made by Fitzgerald.

It all began with a news story in
the April 7 edition of the UE News
in wHich the UE “leader” was quoted

_as .saying to 1,000 shop stewards and
.CIO members in Minneapolis that
“As far as I am concerned, the no-
strike pledge was NOT ‘made just
__for the , duration of the war and I
“hope’ tho day comes when lgbor lcad-
“ers and leaders of mdustry who l'all
in their responsibilities will pay as
Iglearly as people who start wars.”
" This was enough to indicate which
way the wind was ‘blowing, for cou-
pling” this with the _general record

‘of “the UE Stalinist leadership _and i

the recent actmn of Harry “Bridges,

ing held at San Francisco, charged-

it was a “sham and 'a farce” and that
the member$ of ‘the Regional Labor
Board were pre-opinionated. De Sil-

“va declared he learned duthoritative- -

ly that. the' Régiohal Board woild
follow the local group’s recommenda-
tions to deny an increases and the
union no longer felt bound by the

no-strike plodge All ummm ehould !

follow 'this “example.

Union officials of Lockheed said
all efforts would be directed against
a strike. Both management and
unions are in agreerment on all pro-
visions of the new contract under
negotiation since July 1, 1943, except
a maintenance of membership clause:
The company refused to aet while

strike vote was pending, so vote will

who pledged his union to a post-war
no-sirike pledge, the members of the
local decided to nip this new piece
of appeasement in the bud before it
flowered into ‘a greater piece of
treachery and “sell-out-ism.”

LOCAL 107's ACTIONS

The motion passed by the local
was strong and direct, indicating the
atlitutle of the members, who were
sick of ‘the present misleadership in
the 'intérnational. It read:
letter be sent to President Fitzgerald,
informing him that Local 107 certain-
Ty does mot agree with the statement
he made in the UE News that the
no-strike pledge was not made just

- for the duration of the war and that
we roufidly “‘conhderan .‘any’ action
‘takeni “by * our mational "leaders 'to
pledge’ bur union to°a post-war no-
“sirike pledge »

The business agent of the local then
sent the fol'lowmg letter to Fitlzger-
ald and to the UE Neéws (quoted in
part,;:

“QOur plant is now facing a reduc-
tion of, force which will’ amount to
somethmg like ‘fifty 4o sixty per cent.

“That a .

be taken among 39,529 members
Monday 21. The' vote only authorizes
a walkout if all other means, fml

e @ o

While the San Francisco Confer-
ence uses every conceivable subter-
fuge to cover up its intentions to re-
«divide the world, the same old home
hypocrisy - goes on. Fifteen hundred
German and Italian prisoners” of war
are to be "held here until fall ‘har-
vest, at lower rates, naturally, than
would bepaid toregular labor. There
would be“enough local workers if a
decent wage were -paid them. About
850 Jamaicans are to be imported
also to help out the “labor shortage.”

] .. ® o
This is' a wonderful session of big-
wigs at the World Security Confer-

1t is already grappling with post-
war problems, although the war with
Japan ‘has many morﬂ.hs, if not years,
to go.. .As we approaeh the end
when manutaoturmg assomahons are
‘fattening on ‘wartime proﬁts and get-
ting ready to take advantage of the
unemployment that is bound to oc-
cur...we certainly do not feel that
this is an opportune time to give em-
ployers the feeling that labor has lost
its militancy. Words of appeasement
are music¢ ‘to the ears of employers
of labor, as they were to the ears of
Hitler...and-we do not feel that the
only weapon labor has should “be
taken away, leaving it helpless and
impotent before the power and greed
of industrial fascists.”

It is now the job of this local to
join with ether . progressives in the
UE in-an attempt to restore militancy
to the union by fighting for the re-
peal ‘of the no-strlke pledge, to urge
labor to wif.hdraw from the WLB,
for a shortér work week with no cut
in pay, and for the formation of an -
Independent Labor “Party to replace
the energetxe but misdxrected PAC

‘.

ports.

~iministration twoitnonths" -ago.-

.‘Up

ence. It makes everyone brotherly.
For example: Stockton Longshore-
men's Lotal 6's -300° members have
_protested ' workmg with Japanese-
‘Afniéricans.” Nisei girl who lost two
brothers fighting for “democracy,”
was told by unidentified persons to
leave the country. One returning
Idmily found signs reading “no Jap-
anese warited here” on ‘their, house
when they returned Irom mternment
in" the East.

Such are the results of American
theories of racial superiority. Work-
ers must understand and work with
all races and mationalities of work-
ing ‘peéople’ to coulriteraet such propa-
.ganda as tends to cause those of their
*class to have recourse to-such stupid
and senseless practices that divide
them from a united front before the
capltalxsts

laps Post War “No Strike’”’

Editor's Note: This is the same lo-
cal’ that recenﬁy passed ‘a Tesolution
*in. support”of* the‘¥8scinding of the
no-strike pledge by the Textile
‘Workers Union. ‘We are gratified to
‘see’ another UE local Whose ‘interna-
“tional union ‘is“‘déminatéd By the

“Communist Party’ join progressives

in the labor movement.“We do not
doubt that the progresswe trénd that
has taken root i ‘several ‘of the UE
locals will in the not ioo distant fu-
ture sweep “the’ Stalinist stooges out
of leadership.

Shqrecronpers

‘Fight . ﬁvmhon

. MEMPHIS (WDL)—Negro and white

shmecroppers. ienants:of the Delmo
farm labor homes in southeastern
Missouri, are planung their gardens
‘and plan to fight to keep their homes,
H. L. Mitohell," president of the
Southern ‘Tenant Farmers Union, fe-
‘The homeés were -advertised
for sale by ' thé Farm "Sectwity ‘Ad-

-

the Stalinists, with their slan-.

By R. HARRIS

An article that deserves comment
appeared in the May issue of Steel
Labor, the monthly newspaper of
the United Steel Workers of Amer-
jca. The title was “A Design for
Prosperity.” 1 will quote and com-
ment on the important passage:, from
this design for “class peace’:

“Supposed it had happened twenty
years ago?

“Suppose organized labor and or-
ganized industry had sat down to-
gether in 1925, pledged a joint lib-
era] program io support each other's
rlghts and to promote lastmg Amer-
ican prospenty" :

" “How ‘the American public would
have rubbed it§ eyes in amazeinent!
““In 1925 and for years-afterward
—even now in some quarters—it was
assumed labor and industry were
natural enemies and had to continue
so if they were to survive.

“The national leadership of the
CIO, AFL and U. S. Chamber of
Commerce ... have proved that a lie.

“They have agreed on & labor-
manhgement charter ‘to ellmjnxte in-
dhstﬂa,f’ sirike,” encourage’ fall’ em-
p’loymeni. and an cver- improvmg

ﬁm&ard of livmg.

e . {The best” chances for a pros-
perous’ ‘America iie in private "¢om-
petltwe capitdlism, . Management
should be free to manage

"‘T!iey (labor and manxgement) are
mutially depefidént on édth other!”

HOW CAN THERE BE PEACE?

The above quotes are sufficient to
show the utterly stupid line the'labor
misleaders are taking.

“Peace pacts” like that negotiated
by Johnston-Murray-Green are not
‘riew “in "the ‘history of the labor
movement. They have only served

Steel Local Scraps

LOUISVILLE — The following letter
has been sent to Philip Murray by
the members of Local 1683, USA-CIO
(Henry Vogt Machine Co.—approxi-
mately 800 employees).

The action on rescinding the no-
strike pledge and withdrawing labor
members from the WLB was taken
at a special meeting held May 23,
1845,

Member of Local 1693.
L]

Dear .Sir and Brother:

In June of 1944 this local union
began‘ negotiations with the Henry
“Vogt Machme Co. At that' time the
"négotiating” committee” “Presented the
following demands to the'company:
‘union shop, guaranteed annual wage,
sick leave, improved seniority clause,
improved grievance protedure, in-
plant’ feeding, seventeen cents per
hour increase with a 95 cents per
hour minimum, increase in piecework
‘rates, adjustment of intra-plant in-
equities and shift differential. Other
demands” of lesser- significance’ were
also presented

After many months qf negotiations
and a_nxious wa‘.lting it became ap-
parent that {he ,company was un-
willing to grant any of the demands
excepting a five cent intra-plant ad-
justment, a compromise on the vaca-
tion clause and a compromise on
shift differential. The question of a
general wage adjustment was to be
considered pending the decision of

the President of the United States,

A few other small demands were
gained.

The contract was then agreed upon
and sent 1o the Cleveland WLB.
After more waiting a decision “was
finally received from'thé board. The
dlve-cent intra-plant adjustmegt was
denied. The compromise on the vaca-
tion clause was approved. The gues-

temporarily to dampen the struggle
of labor for betterment. All the old-
timers plus the youngsters who have
read labor history can verify this.

Every worker has an idea that he
and the big boss are on opposite
sides of the fence. He knows that the
boss has one big purpose and that is
to keep the wages of the workers
down so that he (the boss) can make
bigger and bigger profits.

Every worker also knows another
important truth and this is that he
must always be fighting through his
union to increase his wages. Know-
ing these two important facts, it nec-
essarily follows that Mr. Average
Worker asks himself the following
question: “How can there be any
‘peace between the big boss and me,
‘wwhen “he i5' always wanting more
profit, which he can only get from
me, and I am always needing maore
money, which I can only get by fight-

* ing him?” That is the question that
breaks the back of any “peace pact”
‘between labor and capital!

So the labor leaders and top man-
agement have proved the perpetual
fight between the working class and
the owning 'class a lie. And how did
they “prove™ this? They proved it
by signing a “peace pact” at the very
fime we arehaving tens and hun-
dréeds - of = “unauthorized” strikes
throughout the country! Doesn’t it
seem that the very fact that such
strffkes - are ‘tdking" place -prove these
deceivers with their “Design for
Prosperity” guilty of one of the most
plain and simple lies ever put before
the American workers?

Where ‘is this “ever improving
standard of living”? The labor lead-
ers, with their policy of retreat, have
even been unable to crush the Little
Steel formula—a job that would

tion of the seventeen-cenl wage ad-
‘justment has been pigeon-holed -in
Washington and probably will re-
main there until all our bargaining
power is gone, ie. until men are

again walking the streets. The shift
differential was granted. A few other
small demands were gained.

At the present time the workers

of this plant are without a wage in-
crease despite the fact that they have
spent many months trying to get one.
 During these months living costs
have not remained as stationary as
did our, wages. Living costs have
soared. Wages have remained the
same as before. The workers of this
local are very dissatisfied. They feel
that this condition exists because the
no-strike pledge has destroyed their
bargaining power and because the
‘labor leadership “has  insisted on

The Bethlehem Stee

BUFFALO — Eight thousand Bethle-
hem Steel workers returned to work
Friday, May 18, after a six-day strike
which began when the company, in a
“speed -up move, removed two men
from an eight-man limestone crew.

They returned after the familiar
strike-breaking merry-go-round had
run its full course, winning only the
assurance that the strike grievance
would be a subject of arbifration for
the Regional War Labor "Board.

Theé mass meeting held Monday,
May 14, reported ‘in LABOR "AC-
TION two weeks ago, at which the
international union officials and five
out of six local “presidents were
‘booed from the spedkers’ platform,
‘was ‘followed by another ‘meeting on
Thursday, May .17. In the interim,
as is always the case, the WLB dis-
patched a “show calise” letter stating
that ‘the men “shall réturn to work
immediately,” and the ‘company 'and
daily press bleated about production
losses.

" The Thursday meeting was, as ex-
pressed in  ‘the capitalist press,
“heated.” Tt ran four hours and three
and -a half of those hours were 1aken
up by the pleading of the union offi-

“cials, Army and Navy representa-

_tives and a WLB representative that
the mén go ‘back to work. The mili-
tants’ in the union did get in their
licks, however." One local president
delivered an -excellent speech on the
necessity of rescinding ‘the mo-strike -

~-pledge "and ‘amalgamating -the ‘Beth-

lehem area steel locals. It was enthu-
siastically received. In addition this
leader read resolutions to rescind the
no-strike pledge and amalgamate the
locals (2601 to 2605, inclusive and
3144),

A motion immediately came from
the floor that the resolution be voted
on. The chairman openly 1gr;med thlS
motion and in' order to* nip ‘this gerni-
unine union action gave the floor to
another speaker!

From this point on the pressure
machine rolled smoothly. The Army
and Navy men spoke again. The in-
ternational officials poured it on.

Cleveland Readers:
‘MAX SHACHTMAN

National Secretary of the

Workers Party
SPEAKS ON:

Can Labor
Fight
Cutbacks?

Slovenian Home——Old Hall
6409 St. Clair

Thursday, June 7, 8:15 p. m.

have been relatively easy had they
not agreed to pin down the workers
with a no-strike pledge and 'a WLB.
Who is to get this "ever improving
standard of living”? LABOR AC-
TION is very sure that the bosses
will receive this improved standard
if the workers permit this “design”
to operate.

“Management should be free to.
manage.” But that is what the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers
says! Every worker knows what
management does when it is “free”
to. manage. It cuts wages, it busts
unions, it introduces longer hours, it
speeds up machinery; in short, it ex-
ploits the workers by every possible
means.

So “labor and management are
mutually dependent on each other.”
Management does need labor. 1t iis
dependent on the workers for every-
thing that is important to manage-
ment, i.e., profit. But labor .does not
need management! Under a socialist
sociely, management as it functions
today would no longer be necessary.
The workers could run the faciories.

They do it every day. 'They ‘could

elect several of their number o plan
production and these would be wub-
ject'to'recall at any time they weére
not doing a good job. Then ‘we would
havethe condition wherethere-would
no longer be managing for~profit but
rathér “planning for wuse. “Working
hours would bé& cut, piecework would
be abolished and there would still be
plenty for all.

The “peace pact’ will not work!
It was still-born. It has within it
the contradiction (the class struggle)
that- doomed it long before it en-
tered the minds of.those traitors to
the interests of the workers— fop
labor and management!

S

*Pledge”

keeping delegates on the WLB; the
purpose of which has been not to
help the working man 'but, on the
contrary, to hold his wages down.

For the above reasons this local
has decided at this special meeting
of May 23, 1945, to_go on record
against - the no- strike pledge and
against keeping labor members on
the WLB.

In the spirit of brotherly concern
for the future of the union move-
ment, the membership of -this lecal
hereby gives you solemn warning
that unless you as president of the

CIO take the above steps, the union

‘movement which ds ‘today in ;grave
danger because of this policy of re-
treat, will eventually collapse be-
cause of that policy.

Local 1693, USA-CIO.

.y

Thére was considerable discussion
after the letter had been read, moved
and seconded to send. Three of the
local officers were in favor of the
letter. The others were either.on the
fence or -definitely against. The field
representative was very much against
and made a long, solemn speech
warning of the danger involved in
such a move. During his speech the
representative was interrupted sev-
eral times, until at the end he de-
cided he had had enough and left the
hall.

Numerous rank and filers spoke in
favor 'of the letter. Not one rank and
filer spoke against it! The vote was
then called and the motion, passed
by a very good margin. The mem-
bership is confident of more favor-
able action from the company and
the board in the future because they
are-now free from the deadweighl
of the no-strike pledge and are on
record against labor: membership on
the “hold the line” WLB.

Strike

And of course, two Stalinist scabs
wrapped themselves in the flag and
gave a splendid exhibition of ‘the
sell-out tactics for which they are so
well known.

The inevitable vote-taking then
began. It is significant that.out of two
thousand workers present only nine
hundred and ten voted. The ztest
were ‘obviously too fed up with‘the
whole- affair—as well-they might be.
The final count read six hundred and
two for returning and three hundred
and eight against. Not a bad showing
after absorbing three and a half
hours of defeatist windbagging!

Buﬂ‘alo Reoders.

Labor Action
Party
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MAX SHACHTMAN
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Anniversary of
Brewster Sit-In

Last year at about this time the Navy
Department cancelled its contract with
the Brewster Aeronautical Corp., thus
'i;hroiving thousands of employees out of
work. {This was a foreshadowing of the
future — cutbacks, layoffs, mass unem-
ployment.

BREWSTER SIT-IN

Last spring, however, the Brewster
workers, members of the militant UAW
Local 365, took the matter into their own
hands. They were not going to be thrown
out into the streets to starve without put-
ting up a fight. The Brewster workers re-
mained in ‘the plant and refused to leave
until they were given some guarantee of
jobs. Around the plant they threw a dem-
onstration picket line carrying colorful
banners, some of which read "Is This Post-
War Reconversion?" "We Want Work!"

The Brewster sit-in drew nation-wide
attention to the situation and there was a
‘great deal of bustling about by labor's of-
Aficialdom -and the members of various gov-
ernment agencies. There were many loud
‘promises forthcoming from the Admin-
istration spokesmen — promises of jobs
and re-employment for the 13,500 -who
“faced dismissal at that time. These prom-
ises had no practical basis, Their only
purpose was to get the workers out of the
plant — which they succeeded in doing.
‘Once they walked out of the plant, the
Brewster workers were not given back
their jobs. They were forced to seek work
elsewhere or to remain unemployed.

The problem of reconversion unemploy-
ment that the Brewster workers were
faced with .a year ago is now an issue fac-
ing every worker in the United States.
Official government announcements and
top union leaders state that due to war
‘production’ cutbacks, milliens of workers
will be on the streets within a year. It is
an accepted fact that reconversion unem-
ployment is fast becoming a nation-wide
phenomenon.

WILLOW RUN SHUTDOWN

Just one striking example among many
others is Ford’s million-dollar Willow Run
‘bomber plant. It is scheduled to close
~down entirely by June 15 and 10,865
workers will be thrown out of their jobs.

R. J. Thomas, president of the UAW,
and George Addes, secretary - treasurer,
were offered the plant through a repre-

The British- Labor

sentative of a government surplus dis-
posal agency. They refused, saying their
job was to defend the interests of their
members rather than to go into “busi-
ness.” Thomas proposed that Boss Kaiser
of the ship industry take over the plant.

It was easy enough to organize produc-
tion ‘at Willow Run when ‘the golden
stream of war profits was flowing.

Now the whole capitalist class, plus

- their government in Washington, plus the
union leaders cannot find a way to “‘con-
vert” the Willow Run plant, i.e., make it
produce peacetime goods and maintain the
jobs of 'the Willow Run workers. There-
fore it ig high time for the workers to do
something serious.

LABOR ACTION proposes: Let the gov-
ernment continue to operate the bomber
plant. Let the workers control production.
They are the ones who bear the suffering
of unemployment. They are the ones who
want to guarantee full employment, ‘ the
sixty million ‘jobs. Capitalism is showing
by the Detroit shutdown that.it is both
unwilling and unable to keep the plant in
operation.”

Willow Run is only the first big plant
that it is proposed to serap. There will be
more, which for reasons of unsatisfactory
profits or competition, capitalists will not
‘want to operate. The result will be masses
of unemployed, insufficient production to
meet civilian needs and a decline in the
standard of living. '

Let the government operate Willow
Run under avorkers’ control!

Freedom of Speech
In Occup:ed Italy

The Bfitish arrest of Pietro ‘Nenni, sec-
retary' of the Ttalian Secialist ‘Party, for
making a speech to workers in the town
of Vercelli, near Milan, in the industrial
North, has.only served to emphasize the
fact that since the Allied “liberation’ of
the country, Italy is still an occupied coun-
try. : '

Nenni was immediately released upon
his acknowledgment that he had ‘violated
the Allied ban against public speeches to
workers. In obtaining his release, the

" press reports that Nenni promised to
abide by this law. The Nenni case is high-

lighted by the fact that the same Allied

have “imprisoned” such fascists as Fritz
Thyssen, steel magnate, and Hjalmar
Schacht, banker, in hotels, where they
continue to live m thelr accustomed Splen-

LABOR ACTION

Palmiro Togliatti, boss of the Stalinist-
Communist Party, is also reported to have

violated the ban against speeches, but he

was not arrested. Whether these were test
cases to see what British authorlty would
do is not very 1mportant

Almost two years of Allued occupation
of Italy has amply demonstrated what its
policy is. It is to deny the ltalian people
the democratic right to govern themselves
in any way they see fit; it is to deny the
Italian people, and the workers in the first
place, the basic democratic rights so that
they may reorganize the country in the
interests of the vast majority against the
social scum represented by the decadent
mnuurchy. the native industrialist-finan-
cier gang who put ‘Mussolini into power,
the gang of fascists who continue #o go
on their way with the aid of AMG.

Britain’s imperialist vinterests govern
her policy in Italy. Control of the Mediter-
ranean Sea as the water highway to her
colonial possessions means control of the
Mediterranean countries of Europe and
North Africa. Churchill’s policy in Italy
is really a simple one: keep the rotten
monarchist-big business-conservative in-
terest in power against the people.

What has made the British policy, as
part of the Allied program, so easy to ex-
ecute is the fact that so-called “socialist”

leaders of the Socialist and Communist

Parties have followed policies which have
enabled the Allied imperialists to main-
tain their death-ike grip on Ttaly.

Therefore, no democratlc eIectlons have
vet been held in the country. There is no
genuine freedom of press.in the country.
There is no genuine freedom of assembly
for all parties of labor but only a partial
freedom for the Communist and Social-
ist Parties, because these are really part
of the Allied coalition, the former as a
supporter of Russia and the latter as a
supporter of thc cause of the United Na-
tions.

The right to free organization is still
barred by AMG, which, in addition to de-

Mying the Italians these basic liberties,

has worsened the terrible ‘economic con-
ditions which existed under Mussolini and
the German occupation.

Thus, the primary task i m Italy remains
the struggle for democratie rights, which
are indispensable as the basis for the or-
ganization of the worklng class The
achievement of “such cond:tlonq will en-
able the advanced workers of the country
to develop the struggle for socialism as
the only hope for the starving, unem-
ployed and poverty-stricken Italian
masses. '

This means a sfruggie ugmnsf ihe poli-
cies that govern Allied occupuhon. It
means that ‘the Italians must demand an
end to the occupation .and fight ‘for the
national independence of the country. But

_this requires a struggle against the poli-

cies of the parties led by Nenni, who is
playing ball with the Stalinist-Communist
Party, and Togliatti, Stalin's agent in Ita-
ly. It demands in the first place the organ-
ization of a truly mdependani Ifuiiqn revo-
lutionary socialist’ party. ©

-unmistakable

(Continued from page 1)
achieve full ‘employment through the
sextension of foreign trade. That is,
“they want-to return to the time when
“Bngland was the workshop of the
-avorld. -

But it is too late for that now. At
one time, through exploiting the for-
eign market and -the colonies, Eng-
land was ‘able to keep her workers
busy “and -even bribe a section of
them with ‘higher wagés.

But'the world position of England
has steadily ‘deteriorated. During this
waralone she has lost over half of
ker ‘foreign trade. and her shipping.
‘Her ‘hold upon the Empire has stead-

fly been loosened to .a point where

Canada, Australia and New Zealand
are now competitors. In India she is
constantly threatened by the incur-
.sions ‘of American {trade and the

slruggle of the masses for indepen- .

dence.
To restore her foreign trade and
to retain her empire, England ‘has ‘to

be able to undersell her rivals, that

is, to' produce “more -cheaply. With:
‘her present obsolete industrial plant,
this-can be ‘done only at the expense

of labor. It means fiercer exploitation
of the British- workers, longer hours,
less wages, ‘more intensified work.
Whereas at one fime -in’ history a
small section -of British labor was
an ‘indirect 'beneficiary -of British im-
periglism, ‘now - the entire ‘British

‘working class 'is $lated for:a worsen-

ing.-of its' conditions in order -to re-
tain ‘the colonial empire.

The program of the ruling class,
as ‘expressed by 'Churchill, ealls:for

‘more toil'and:sweat (and tears and

blood, too) for-a long tlme after the
end of the war.

There ‘is, however, another solution,
that of the working tlass. In order
that work be provided for all and
‘the standard of living of the British
people be raised, it is necessary that
the governmeiit undertake to plan
and organize production. The Brit-

BUT ISN'TIT A BIT INFLATIONARY"

The following want-ad for the Postal Telegraph Co. appeared in
Atchinson, Kan., on August 17, 1942:

MANAGER—Qualifications: Combination Morse and Teletype oper-
ator. Must have knowledge of operating routine and ability to turn out -
satisfactory copies in both Morse and Teletype. Must be able to make
up payrolls, 1o rate messages speedily -and accurately. Also:experience
in. handling foreign and domestic money. orders. and special collections
necessary. Must have knowledge of accounting practices, qguiy ‘state-
ments, call and delivery desk. Must have past successful record in both
protective and ‘development record in an office this size.Must be neat

sin ‘appearance and work. Must be’ aggressive, pessmicm, rcsourcea'n.l
-and dndustrious. Wages. $0.30 per hour,
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ish capitalist class is violently op-
posed to this because it knows that
such a practice would reveal how
utterly unnecessary to society is this
class of parasites. They want produc-
tion to continue as .in the past, under
private ownership and control, and

for profit, Full employment for them

is only the by-product and not the
aim,

To plan for decent housing, a par-
ticularly vital question in England
after the  destruction by German
bombing, and to plan preduction -as
a_whole, it is necessary.that the gov-
ernment control the industries. That
is why the advanced . sections  of
British labor insist upon the nation-
alization of all. major industries, be-
ginning with coal.

If carried out, this program means

" the beginning .of the end of the sys-

tem of private ownership for pur-

" poses of exploitation and profit-mak-

ing, and the beginnings of a socialist

"system of planned ‘production for

use and the raising of the living
standards_ of all the ‘people. It is most
consistently put forward in the so-
cialist’ program of the Revolutionary
Communist Party °(Trotskyist) of
England, which calls for confiscation
of big industry without compensa-
tion, - government planning of pro-
duction for use, and a workers' gov-
ernment.

When the British Labor Party
joined the coalition government in
1940,  one of“its leaders, Major Aflt-
lee, declared: “We are entering, not
as hostages, but as partners.” In-‘the

~five -years that followed, this party
“shared

responsibility © for every

“shameful -act ‘of that government. In
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the name of maintaining the coali-
tion, the Labor Party had to take
responsibility for the passage of the
Essential Works Order (the equiva-
lent of a national 'service act), the
breaking of strikes, the Trade Dis-
putes Act, which outlawed -strikes;
the: suppression of the Indian revolt
in 1942, and finally all it could doin
the~matter of British imperialist in-
tervention against the Greek people
was ‘to abstain on the vote of con-
fidence.

‘Whether as hostages or partners,
the leaders of the Labor Pariy had
to substitute for labor’s program the
program .of the ruling .class with
which it had joined in coalition
against the workers. The conditions
of the workers deteriorated stead:ly
.as war profits soared.

To every: demand by the workers
that they break-the coalition, these

leaders replied that it was . essential

to maintain: “natignal nnity”-in.er-

~der t{o win the war against fascism.

Actually what they were doing -was
permitting. the -reactionaries in Brit-
ain to carry out.their. program, while
they kept labor bound with a politi-
ical no-strike: pledges At the end, the
Labor Party even gave Churchill the
choice of the date .of “the g‘eneral
-election. :

Now that lhe domestic “problems

have become so acute and the rest-.

lessness of the British .workers so
great, these leaders. have :had to
break the coalition. The program on
which the Labor Party is.geoing to
challenge the Conservatives (every-
one admitg that the race is really he-
tween these two. .parties) is a far

cry from the one -that labox_‘hmust

By‘Revu Craine

Imperialist Altruism

India is Still the richest jewel in
the crown of the British Empire, but
it shines ever less brightly. Under
the colonial system, the .develop-
ment -of her agriculture and industry
has been -greatly impeded. Both were
subordinated to the design of keep-
ing India a source of raw materials
and cheap labor for the British im-
perialists, rather than raising tihe
standard of living of her people. Ag-
riculture was reduced ‘to a dfew
money crops for export, with little
or no attention paid to the .raising
of food for the Indian population.
Industrial and railroad construction
were planned solely for the transport
of goods from the interior to the
coastal cities and :thence to England.

We have dwelt at length on pre-
vious occasions on what this ex-
ploitation  has meant for the Indian
people, the untold suffering it has
imposed ‘upon them. -The current
famine in that country tells the story.

But the imperialist treatment of
India has had another result. While
India has continued to be a great
supplier of the raw materials for
Britain, her role as ‘purchaser .of
British .manufactured . goods has

steadily declined. For example, in
1913 Britain exported to India 15 per
cent of her total exports; in 1929, 10.7

- per cent and in 1938, 7.2 per cent.

At the present time, when England
looks to an expansion of her foreign
trade as a.means of retaining her
position as a great power, a section
of her ruling class is advocating an
industrialization poliey in India for
the purpose of raising the purchas-
ing ,power of the Indian people|
Through_ retention. of India as a col-
ony, this purchasing power can then
be exploited by the. British manu-
facturers.

Only a section of fhe British in-
dustrialists are mow advocating this
policy, that section which is inter-
esied in export irade. They are mo-
tivated solely by censiderations of
trade and profit, and not at all by
considerations of the conditions of
the Indian people. An important fac-
tor which spurs ithem in the advo-
cacy of this pelicy is the threat of
United States competition for the
Indian market.

More and more openly, United
States big business talks in terms of
“our stake” in India, An editorial in
the New York Times describes this
stake in very precise terms:

“If we of the United States think
that the troubles of far-away India
are no concern of ours, we shall do

well to consider some of the facts
which this new organization (Amer-
ican Relief of India, Inc.) has assem-
bled for us. For American business
men, India is one, of the mightiest
potential markets on the globe, about
to enter upon. an industrial era that
will release the latent energies of
one-fifth of the human race. She will
want machinery for farm and fac-
tory; she will want tens of thousands
of products that America can pro-
vide. We of this country have a stake
in India. For our own well-being,
if for not higher reason, we .can. no
longer think of India as outside our
-world. We cannot deny her our in-
terest or leave her ills and misfor-
tunes to others to cure.” (Emphasls-
mine—R, C.) '

You may rest assured that wlien-
ever the representatives of the busi-
ness interests express concern about
the plight of the oppressed peoples
and propose ways and means o help
them, there are motives other ithan
brotherhood and love of man .in-
volved. Aid to starving India is
looked upon by big business as a
good investment for the future.
‘Without the prospect of future ex-
ploitation, both the British and
American business inferests wounld
mot, care a damn, as they haven't
for decades past, about the Indian
people of any other colonial peoples.

One -

During recent weeks, in connection
with the .celebration of May Day,

Jdabor's day, there ‘has been much

thought gwen to the posmon of la-
bor.

How have the Negroes fared dur-
ing this period? How do they stand
today as compared, for instance, with
their position. in May of  1940. The
answer .can be unequivocally given:
progress has - ‘been
made..

iThere has been substantial prog-
ress in the integration of Negroes
into industry. True, it has been the
result of the needs of the capitalist
war machine. But the fact is that
Negroes are a part of the labor force
as never before. They have had
steady wages. They have been able
to learn skills. Despite the handicap
of late entry and the prejudices of
white workers, Negroes have been
up-graded in many plants. Thus their
claims - to equality in production’
have received token recognition.

EDUCATION IN INDUSTRY

The mere presence of 'so many
hundreds of thousands of Negroes in
indusiry has resulied in a greai edu-
cation of the Negroes ithemselves.
They have been forced o recognize
more  clearly than- ever the .solidar-
ity of labor, *black -and white, Jew
and Gentile. Hundreds of thousands

of Negroes and their families have

been-helped . io think ‘in..terms, met
of black and white, but of employer
and laborer, in ferms of class and
not of race.

As the climax 1o this process, they
have had thevinestimable. benefit of
union education. Despite the sirikes

have in order to begin to achieve the
things it so badly meeds.
Programmatically, -the Labor Party
is committed to the  nationalization
of the big industries. At the :recent
Blackpool conference it adopted :a
program for nationalization of some

+industries :and called for supervision

over others. The program :of nation-
aliation as a first step must be the
central ;one in the .coming :elections.
It must not ‘be diverted into a debate
on the question of the-controls over
industry which were established dur-
ing the war. The Labor Party’favors
retention -of these controls, whereas
the Conservatives wish to repeal
them in order to give private indus-
try a free hand fo operate as it sees
fit. ;
The pragram on controls is entu'e-
ly inadequate and misleading for the
problems which mnow face the British
people demand a most  thorough-
going solution. If the Labor Party
wins the elections, as. it has.a chance
of doing, it may.once again reveal :its
incapacity of solving thdse problems.
As in the Labor government of :1929-
31, it may show itself incapable’of
nationalizing fhe mines and other in-
dustries, of bettering the standdrd of
living, of freeing the colonial peo-
pls under ‘British rule. In that case, it
will serve once again:as'a. prop for
the capitalist--order. ;

This need not be,
workers in Britain are
showing that’they are moving . far
ahead of their official-leaders. It was
they who compelled the break-up of
the eoalition.”

In this first election ln ten years,

however. The

the Iwotkers of: Englﬂld Bre me I

steadily’

ﬁdm SM o{ ﬂw Wm

against employment and upgrading
of Negroes, the record of the CIO;
in particular, on the Negro question
in the unions is undoubtedly the
brightest page in the history of race
relations in this country.

The penetration of large numbers
of Negroes into industry and the
unions, the experiences gained, the

© publicity in the Negro press, have

resulted in a great increase of pro-
CIO sentiment among Negroes whe-
ther are members of unions or not.
This social and political consequence
of the mass entry into production is
a gain whose full significance will
appear .as the political life of the
country sharpens and clarifies itself.

With this must be coupled the ed-
ucation of the white workers too.
Under the stress of the class struggle
in the process of production, guided
by the firm leadership of, for exam-
ple, .the UAW, white workers have
been compelled to face the Negro
guestion in the factories and to fake
a position on it.

The progress made can be gauged
by the fact that during the fighting
and rioting in Detroit the workers
in the factories stood firm. They rec-
ognized the threat to the union and
with them, black and white, the
union came first. This was not only
of first importance for the unions.
It was of the first importance for the
Negroes as well, Because if the un-
ions had divided on this question,
then the flood-gates would have been
loosened and the immediate conse-
quences for all Negroes.in Detroit

swould have been much worse: than

even what actually ook place.

Election

-more fighting along class lines in

ppolitics, ‘Freed from the shackles of
a .coalifion ‘' government, they can
‘and will fight for :a more complete
program. If they elect a Labor gov-
ernment, and such a victory would
/be a tremendous step forward, they
will .push - that government 'farther

At the same time, the last five
years have seen an intensifications

of the struggle between American
capitalist society as a whole and the
oppressed Negro people. The strains
and stresses of the war have intensi-
fied all the antagonisms .of cap.ltal—
ist society. The result has been: a
sharpening of racial tensions and of
racial conflict. It is not necessary to
recapitulate incidents here and now.
It is sufficient to say- that the wvig-
orous offensive of the Negroes has
resulted in nation-wide concern with
the. position..of the Negro people in
the United States: :

Roosevelt gave the first official re-
sponse ‘when the threat of a. march
on Washington was ecountered by the
formation of the ineffectual FEPC.
Since then the process has continued.

NEGRO STRUGGLES
Its highest point has been the Ives-
Quinn bill, which aims at abolishing
diserimination on account of race in
New York State. No bill can abolish
racial discrimination in capitalist so-
ciety. Yet the overwhelming support
given to the bill is-evidence of the
recognition on all sides that the
claims of the Negro people for equal-
ity can no longer be ignored. Fore-
most among those who were roused
to action in New York were ithe Ao-
cal CIO and-AFL unions:
(To be continued)

Fight - -

and farther along the road of a so-
cialist solulion, or .else they will turn
{0 the party which offers such a-solu-
* tion, the party of revolufionary -so-
cialism, the Revoluiionary Commu-
nist Parly of England. The fight for
the freedom of labor is being fought
now on a new plane.—R. Craine.

hild

average worker struggling along

battle.

tucky Darby, the Greentree Stable
ever beat the hosses) and Colonel

or decent working conditions. No,

their bidding.

Bon'i' Crowd fhe $2.00 Window, Boys
_Or, "The Class Will Be Served"” :

The Great White Father in Washington, in his benevolence and con- *
cern for the well being of the unemployed jockeys, handlers, trainers,
" bookies and tipsheet employees, has decreed that something must be '
done to save them from destitution. :
He has no doubt taken into consmleratlon also the fact that with the i

-strike pledge, most workers will be glad 1o get a chance to make a !
killing for $2.00 on Wobbly Knees at 20 to .1, from Joe, the eorper -
bookie. And of course, take their minds off their present problems, such -
as the high cost of living, rationing and the :San Francisco prelude to *

‘Of course, such old American traditions and lnEtltutIOHS as the Kam- 1

. they must improve the breed for the betterment of the Sport of Kings.
Therefore, he has lifted the ban on hoss racing despite -the WMC, the |
ODT and the OPA. The war.is over for the Sport of Kings. !
_ But wait—don’t get excited. He has not forgotten the poor capitalist |
class. Not at all. He also wants to insure that they too can enjoy life
and not have -their little minds troubled by such mundane affairs as
labor unions bothering them for a fair share of their enormous profits

sleep over the safely of the no-sirike pledge or wondering whether :the
bureaucrats in the labor movement will be ‘there for another year to-do ' |

) The ODT just took care of that. They have ruled there shall be no '
permits for labor conventions composed .of more -than difty delegates. |
Yes, the class will be served, as usual—THE CAPITALIST CLASS. |

under the wage freeze and the mo-

s, Pittsburgh Phil (the only guy who |
Bradley must be preserved. Then, to,

sir. He doesn’'t want them losing any *
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LABOR ACTION

(Continued from page 1)
memories of this great city in the
depression — unemployment, starva-
tion wages on home relief and works
projects. The war has shown that the
productive machine can provide jobs
for all. The vast productive machine
must work in peacetime, too.

This election can show that New
York workers are determined that
there must be production and full
employment. Up to now the labor
leaders of the city have supporied
Mayor La Guardia as against Tam-
many politicians. Now that he has
announced his intention of not run-
ning in November, the labor leaders
are searching for another candidate
acceptable to the labor vote, for an-
other “friend of labor” in the ranks
of the capitalist parties. The Demo-
cratic and Republican Party ma-
chines, too, seek a “friend of labor.”
They know that New York workers
hold the key wvote in the elections;
that they cannot elect a candidate
without the support of either the
American Labor Party or the Liberal
Party, which control the labor voie
in the city.

And what are these “leaders” of
labor doing now. What are they tell-
ing the New York labor movement,

which faces the post-war crisis? In
the ALP, they are tearing their hair
and rending the heavens with boot-
less cries because La Guardia has
let them down, because the “friend
of labor” will not run again!

Why? What Kind of friend to labor
was La Guardia? -He was certainly
no friend to his own city employees.
He has consistently fought against
pay raises for the undeérpaid muniei-
pal employees. He has fought their
unionization and, like any boss, has
persecuted and discriminated against
municipal employees who spoke up
against him. La Guardia fought the
appointment of Mark Starr, of one
of the clothing unions, to the Board
of Education. La Guardia has been
irying to undermine the five-cent
fare for years. He imposed a sales
tax in New York City —the most
(unfair kind of tax which lowers the
standard of living of workers by pe-
nalizing those least able to pay.

On the qther hand, for two years
running he has lowered the taxes on
the predatory real estate interests
who have New York in their finan-
cial grasp. He has done nothing to
further the important and necessary
city ownership of utilities. In spite
of his much-touted housing program,

. for New York City workers.

only the slightest dent has been
made in the important task of New
York slum clearance. The ten new
projects that he announces for the
city’s total post-war plans will only
provide housing for from 46,142 to
49,142 families—hardly a drop in the

bucket - of " New  York's. housing
plight.
This' is the “friend of labor” for

whose defection the ALP weeps so
bitterly. On the other hand, the Lib-
eral Parly is mad at La Guardia.
They don't like the way he has been
treating the city employees, ete. So
the Liberal Party is searching with
futility in the ranks of the two ma-
jor parties for another “friend of la-
bor” among the capitalist politicians.

These “labor leaders” should be
spending their time and effort in
choosing a candidate from the ranks
of labor: who will stand and fight
for a program of, for and by labor—
a program of full employment. Be-
cause they have not chosen such an
independent candidate on an inde-
pen
ty, Local New York, has chosen a
candidate to run for Mayor on a pro-
gram of full employment and jobs
Max
Schachtman, the national secretary

nt program, the Workers Par- '

of the Workers Party, is our candi-
date. Voting for Shachtman will
give New York labor the chance to
indicate to their own leaders and to
the capitalist politicians not only of
the city but of the nation that they
want action now on post-war prob-
lems and full employment.

SHACHTMAN'S PROGRAM

A program for full employment
cannot be merely a city-wide pro-
gram—it must be a.national program
of planning for full employment.
Comrade Shachtman..is running on
the national program’of the Workers
Party for reconversmn Thls program
is the following: @ %1%k

— A Job for Every Worker at a
Guaranteed: Annual Wage. Ev-

ery worker who wants a job is en-
titled to one at a living wage. Wage
workers cannot.live on post-war re-
serves and tax refunds, like the cor-
porations can. They must have jobs.
They must be jobs at a living wage.

— A Reduction in the Work Week
With No Reduction in Pay. All
workers thrown. into unemployment
in the “reconversion” period should
be absorbed into industry by a re-
duction of the work week with no
reduction in pay.

— Two Years Military Base Pay
for Demobilized Veterans, Vet-
erans should also have the opportu-
nity to go to school at government
expense while their families are
given adequate maintenance.

— A Housing and Public Works
Program of $250 Billions for
Five Years Following the War. The
Workers Party believes that the
workers should have decent and
sanitary homes to live in. This is a
large sum, but it is not so large as
the sum spent for death and destruc-
tion in the war. Under such a pro-
gram New York City would receive
approximately $25 billions over a

'period of five-years.

The present program of the City
Housing Authority and City Planning
Commission calls only for a spend-
ing program of $90 millions over a
period of TWENTY - FIVE YEARS!
This program would merely provide’
housing for 500,000 'people in that
long period—only a dent in the nec-
essary slum clearance in New York.

With the Workers' Party proposal,. .
‘more slums could be cleared in five,

years and there would- be enough
left over for a public works pro
grams for building schools, play-
grounds, public buildings. Then New

Workers Party and Election--

York would really be a city fit to
live in.

HOW FINANCE SUCH PROGRAM?

The Workers Party believes that:
money for such a program should
come from those who have .it. It
should not come from increased in-
come taxes on lower brackets, from
sales .taxes,«fromshigher - fares.:The
war. industries should- be .conscript-
ed; the banks, industrial monopolies:
and transportationsystem should-be
nationalized. Their.billions of dollars:
can-be used for the benefit of all the:
peoples.. i

Furthermore, war ‘proﬂts should
be taxed away. This would bring in
billions of dollars. Labor created
this profit—labor should have the ad-
vantage of it. Freeze the salaries of
capitalists at $25,000 a year and take
away the accumulated wealth of the
exploiters above $50,000. -

HOW CAN THIS BE ACHIEVED?

First, labor must control produc-
tion. Idle war plants, mines and mills
would not be closed 'down but run
by the workers to produce goods for
people to use.

But workers must have a pohtmal

such a reconversion program, the
only realistic program for full em-
ployment. That party must be based
on the workers in the unions and
have millions of members. Workers
must get their labor leaders off the
coat-tails of the capitalist parties and
say to them: let us solve our prob-
lems ‘with our ‘own party and our
own government. Build an indepen-
dent Labor Party!

NEW YORK! TAKE THE LEAD!

A YOTE FOR SHACHTMAN. IS
A VO'I‘E FOR FULL EMPLDY-
MEN'fi '

Thls mayora}ty campaign should
be the opening shot in labor’s cam-

paign for full employment. New
Yorkers who vote for Max Shacht-

man will serve notice on the City
and national governments and on
on their labor leaders that they want
action NOW, that they -are tired .of
talk and political maneuverings,. that
they want action on a REAL pro-
gram for reconversion and full em-
ployment.

A VOTE FOR SHACHTMAN IS A
VOTE FOR JOBS!

Even Pro-Russian
Germans Are Bad

STORY recently appeared in Pravda, as quoted in

the New York Times of May 6th, which indicates
the existence of revolutionary sentiments among the
most highly placed of German technicians while simul-
taneously revealing the kind of political .thinking that
is produced under Stalin’s totalitarianism.

The Pravda story is by one of its correspondents with
the Red Army in Berlin. The correspondent visited the
secret headquarters of the German general staff in a
vast underground network south of Berlin, below the
village of Zossen, Describing what the Red Army found
there, he goes on to say:

“There was one other striking feature. As we passed
through the rooms we noted little boards hung on the
most important telegraph apparatus. They bore mes-
sages in Russian, as it would be written by a foreigner.
All had the same text: ‘Soldiers, don’t touch or ‘stall
these machines. They are very valuable booty for your
Red Army.’

“It turned out that they had been penned by the civil-
ian engineers who controlled the electrichl equipment.
All had been told fo board a lorry under threat of death
and make off in a certain direction. But the engineers,
‘Wwisely judging that they had In‘othing “to ' fear from- the

Red Army, locked themselves in the power room and

waited till the generals had cleared off.,”

The technicians risked their lives in what, no doubt,
they believed was an act of solidarity with a workers'
army. Having heard nothing for twelve years but the
Nazi propaganda about “bolshevism,” large numbers of
German anti-Nazis still identify Stalin’s régime with

the Russian Revolution. But what is the comment of
Stalin’s correspondent about this revolutionary act? He
" writes:

“And so the German general siaff did not even com-
mand the loyalty of its servants.”

This is an “All Germans are bad” story to end all
such stories. The comment above is on a par with that
of the radio announcer who denounced the German
people for not having the decency to mourn Hitler in
death after having “followed him in life.”

Blg Business fo "Educate” Germans

By STEPHEN PARKER

The American military occupation
of Germany clearly reveals one thing.
The policies of the occupation forces
are being dictated by the very top
layers of American capitalism.

The roster of advisers to General
Eisenhower and his chief deputy,
Lieut.-Gen. Lucius Clay, reads like
a Whe's Who of big business. In-
cluded. in the list are representatives
of the big bankers, big insurance
magnates, steel, coal, railroad and
chemical monopolists. These are the
men who will' determine American
poliey in Germany.
~ The new administrators of Ger-
many do not even contain the usual
“window dressing.” In the entire list
there is not one representative of
the American labor movemeni. There

-is no record of any trade union being

invited to select “advisers.” Evident-
ly workers do nof qualify as “ex-
pemsl

BUSINESS WHO'S WHO

To control the destiny of Germany
you must have a background like
that of the following:

R. J. Wysor, until recently presi-
dent of the reactionary Republic
Steel Corporation, which achieved
notoriety because of the pro-fascist
activities of its real head, Tom Gird-
ler. :

‘Edward S.-Zdunek, formerly head

-of General Motors of Aniwerp, Bel-

gium, the organization which is try-
ing to smash the power of the United
Automobile Workers through a se-
ries of open provocations.

Philip Gaethke, connected with the
Anacenda Copper Company, which
has an anti-labor record of many
years duration.

Philip P. Clover, of Socony Vacu-
um Company, which has been in-

volved in cartelist agreements with
fascist .industrialists for years. i

These men can be expected to treat
the German workers as they have
desired to treat the American work-
ers for many years. But in Germany
they have one additional advantage.
There, the workers are more de-
fenseless. For the Nazis did what they
would have liked to do in the United
States. The Nazis completely de-
stroyed the trade unions and the po-
litical organizations of the working

" class.

One main conclusion can be drawn
from all the activifies of the Amer-
icans smce the occumtwn began
They are opposed to any change in
the social structure of Germany. To
this end they have been treating the
German industrialists, the real sup-
porters and backers of fasci’sm, with
kid- gloves. The Thyssens and the
Krupps, the billionaire supporters of
Hitler, have not as yet been brought
to tnal Instead they have proposed

" to.the American- administration- dhaf -~V
. fascists against any working class

they put “their factories” back’ mtg
production.

BAR ANTI-NAZI ACTIVITIES

The complaints of anti-Nazi work—
ers against thsi policy have e:ther
been completely ignored or else have
led to repressions directed toward
the workers .The German worke;‘
have been forbidden to engage. in
anti-Nazi activities. They have been
forbidden to do this by the very

&

‘same people who ¢laimed that they

were waging a war against fascism,
In Cologne las week, U. S. sol-
diers were ordered to fire over the
heads of a meeting of 5,000 German
workers who had gathered to greet
the returning inmates of the Buchen-
wald concentration camp. This w.
the camp where the Nazis comrmt

_their “barbarous atrocities which
. were publicized in the entire civil-
ized world.

What wasn't publicized was that
many of the inmates weére German,
and they had been incarcerated there
because of their political opposition
to Hitlerism. Instead of the Allies
greeting them as. heroes, which they
are, they were met as if they were
$0 many common criminals. The cus-
todians of the “hate all Germans”
and “all Germans are Nazis” cam-
paigns don’t want it known that
many German workers are opposed
to Nazism today and were opposed to
it" i’ﬂl the past

This does not mean that many Ger-
man workers were not supporters of
Hitler. Some of them were. But all
the evidence of the® past few weeks
also reveals that many of the Ger-
many workers have been opposed to
the Nazis for years, something all the
more remarkable in view of the de-
police measures taken by ‘the

political opponents of their régime.
.. The latest move of the American

¢ Tmiilitary has been to begin to dis-

solve all anti-fascist mevements. A
dispatch to the New York Times on
May 27 reveals that in the cify of
Hoffnungstahl, Germany, two anti-
Nazi movements were dissolved by
Anierican 'officers. Their crimes? The
dispatch states that they “compiled
lists of twenty-five alleged Nazis,”
and that they “requisitioned food and
clothing for near-by camps of Rus-
sian and Netherlands slave workers.”
The American officers evidently pre-
fer that Nazis go unknown and that
slave laborers freeze and starve. It's
a crime for a German worker to act

decently.

The treatment of workers and.anti- ¢

fascists by the military is lin strange "
contrast to the treatment of promi-
nent Nazis and of German officers.
Much of their attitude toward the
latter is now being suppressed. in the
dispatches of American, correspond-
ents. This is due o the outraged re-
sponse to the treatment of such in-
dividuals as Goering and .the: Ger-
man general staff in 1Fensburg.

WORKERS' REICH—ONLY HOPE

But enough does come out of  the
censorship™ to. indicate that whereas
workers’ movements are discour-
aged, Nazis still remain in office and
are encouraged to remain. German
officers are still walkmg aroum:l fully
armed so that they can’ “protect.
themselves” against slave Iaborers
and anti-fascists.

Germany faces a long’ period of

-

“ pconomic chaos and actual ‘hunger.

Much of its industrial structure has
been destroyed. The capitalist mas-
ters of Germany have.led.it-to:xuin.

Only one class, the working class, -

is capable of reorganizing German
society. The Allied authorities realize -
this, and the greater their awarene;s
the greater their deétermination to
crush the class that can effect the
socialist reorganization of German
society. The problem of Germany is
also the problem of Europe and of
the entire world. That accounts for
the present attempt to demoralize
completely the German working
class and te try to isolate it from the
workers of the world.

That is the purpose of the present
“hate campaign.” That is why reac-
tionary industrialists are being put
in charge of the administration of
Germany. They can be depended on
never to forget where their real

party of thelr own in order to win

No !'rozen Wa les
tor Pohnclans !

OW weuld you hke a $2,500 a year increase, retro-
active to last January and—tax free?

That's what the House of Representatives has voted
for itself this past week. The vote was taken when the
miners were being condemned by these same eongress-
men ‘and while 3,000,000 federal workers were demand-
ing higher pay and trade union leaders were asking that
an end be put to the Little Steel formula,

. The -new wage increase voted by the House of Rep-
resentatives for itself is called an “expense allowance”
and therefore tax-free. Not only does this increase not
wait ;until next Congress, according to accepted custom,
but it is refroactive to last January: To avoid the indig-
nation, of the people in their own particular districts,
no _regular rolleall was cast, so that no one knows wha
voted. for_the tax-free retroactive wage increase.

Before -this iricrease- a House 'of Representatives
member received annually the- following salary and
emoluments—which show he wasn't exactly starving'

$10,000 salary. e

Twenty cents a mile for rail fare, round trip to Wash-

[ington and home. -

$700 st‘&tionery allowance.

. $6,500 for. three ¢lerks.' (Putting wives or-other rela-

tives or triends on these jobs is the common pro-
cedure.) . 1

Free ‘offices, including heat, light and other conven-
' iences.

Free postage and telegraph service.

:When ' corporations pay huge salaries to their oﬂ‘icers,
trgmendous dividends to ‘their stockholders and Congrass
tremendous dividends to their stockholders and ' the
House votes itself $2,500, isn’t there as much danger of
the “inflation” that workers are told about every time
they ask for a wage raise to meet some of the mcreasmg
cost of living?

LABOR ACTION advocates that all congressmen be
paid the average wage of all farm and industrial work-
ers. In addition, they ought to be subject to the Little
Steel formula and the Smith-Connally Anti-Strike ‘Act.
(We don't advocate an hourly rate of pay for congress-
men, because their notorious record of absenteeism
would soon drive them into the ranks of the “ill fed,"ill
clothed, and ill housed.” Maybe that wouldn’t be a bad

idea, after all)

class interests lie.

Slap at Earl Browder Signal for Change of Commumst Line - -

(Continued from page 1)
lend-lease aid. Without ihe latter

. Russia would have been unable to

continue the fight. The Moscow-Te-
heran-Yalta conferences represented
successive stages in the active solu-
tion of the main military and politi-
cal issues which both united and
separated the Allies. With each con-
ference, the alliance apparently be-
came stronger.

Rusgia became an equal partner
with Great Britain and the United
States.

All during this period the Com-
munist Parties of Europe and Amer-
ica, which maintained a close liaison
with Moscow, accommodated their
policies to Russian needs in, this alli-
ance. They agitated on a world-wide
scale for support of the Teheran-
Yalta decisions, national unity ip the
countries of the United Nations and

total prosecution of the war effort”

in these countries. So far as the la-
bor movement was concerned, the
policy meant that it should conform
itself to the needs of the national
governments and the ruling classes
in all countries, to subordinate the
needs and interests of the working
class to capitalism.

HOW THE PARTIES ACTED

All the Communist Parties pursued
the same policy no matter where
they were located. They naturally
adapted themselves to specific na-
tional conditions in carrying out the

" general line. Stalinized parties which

and in general conducted itself very

"much like aany other capitalist party.

Did the American Communist Par-
ty make these decisions independent-
ly of its sister parties in other parts
of the world, independently of the
Communist Party of Russia, which is
its real boss? Hardly! Otherwise it
would have been inconceivable that
two years  should pass before any

are habifually addicted to sudden
shifts in policy to conform to the
needs of the Russian Foreign - Office,
had no difficulty in applying them-
selves ‘to the new situation created
by the Big Three coalition.

The Canadian Communist Party
became the Labor-Progressive Party.
In Cuba, the Communist Party took
the - name “Socialist,” as did other
parties, The American Communist
Party, however, formally dissolved
itsel as a party and became the Com-
munist Political Association. The
one difference created by this “dis-
solution” is that it promised, in the
name of nafional unity and support
to Roosevelt for, the purpose of
strengthening the cause of Stalin in

this counh‘y, not to conduct itself

as a competing party in elections.

Thus it became an appendage fo
the Roosevelt machine of the Demo-
cratic Party.

It renounced the “class struggle,”
declared that the struggle for social-
fsm was an unreal aim in this era,
called for a permanent no -strike
pledge, capital-labor peace and the
rights of monopoly capitalism, It ad-
vocated a policy of “benevolent im-
perialism” for America’s ruling class
criticism was leveled at Browder for
his actions.

The " reason why the American
party went much further than any
other Communist affiliate is to be
deduced from the special conditions

prevailing in th_Js_ country and the
extreme importance that good rela-
tions be maintained between Russia

and the United States so long as the

war in Europe was still in effect,

NEW BIG THREE CONFLICTS

Since the end of the war, the con-
flicts among the Big Three, which

were always present and only pro--

visionally solved -at the conferences
because of the ‘pressure of the mili-
tary struggle, have assumed a more
open character. They. are based upon
American aimg. fo- dominate Europe
economically and politically, British
determination that no single power
shall exercise control over the con-
tinent and Russian policy based
upon the -domination of the whole
of Eastern and Central Europe. The
conflicts over Poland, Greece, Italy,
Trieste, the Balkans and Germany
merely express the differences in
aims of the three powers. -

Stalin is calling on his reserves
in this current struggle which has
been expressed so sharply at the San
Francisco Conference. These reserves
are the Commaunist Parties in all
countries. The threat he makes is a
simple one: If you stand in my way,
I have allies in 'your countries who
can come fo my assistance. It is true,
they are not very strong, they have
discredited themselves with labor in
your countries by the policies which
I imposed wpon them, but they have
great resiliency and stamina and

they will do whatever I say to make

things difficult for you at home.

This is a form of political black- °

mail to enforce Russian demands
upon the Allied coalition. If anyone
doubts that the Communist Parties
will respond to Moscow's interests,
it is only necessary fo recall the
many shifts which these organiza-
tions have already experienced.

Now that a new sifuation has de-

veloped in Allied relations ~ the
Communist Parties are prepafing a
change of line, to be effectuated if
it should become necessary. What are
Stalin’s interests in these parties?
Those we have already mentioned.
Negatively, they can make the sit-
uation difficult for the ruling govern-
ments in Great Britain and the
United States. Positively, they can
gather support for Russian policies
and add to the Allied difficulties.

These parties have value to Stalin
in this kind of situation only insofar
as they have a mass base among la-
bor. In supporting the anti-working
class policies of Russia in the past
period, many of these parties lost
great strength among the workers.
But - this loss was justified in their
minds by Russia’s military needs.
For patriotic window dressing they
could rely on intellectual fellow-
travelers and middle class elements.
Since the European phase of the
war has ended, the situation has
changed. Now Stalin's needs are dif-
ferent and to serve these needs the
Communist Parties must strengthen
their position among the workers,

In Europe, where there is consid-
erable ferment among the masses,
Stalinism attempts to acquire lead-
ership of the masses to strengthen
his position on the Continent while
at the same time he can, by such
leadership, prevent any revolution-
ary changes that would have an ad-
verse effect upon his rule in Russia.

A STALINIST PRACTICE

The correction' of Browder's line,
however, is in keeping with the cur-
rent. needs of Stalin. It is one way
of warning the State Department
that the American foreign policy of
today is against Stalin’s interests and
that he is ready to use his foreign
battalion in the U. 8. to aid him.
The change in party line is a iamillar

LA

Stalinist practice. Is {here any ques-
tion as to who ordered the change?

The New York
pointed out, when it foréed this event
into the open by publication of the
Duclos. story, that .the latter had just
returned  from. Moscow, Whe:re he
was shown the secret minutes of the
Central Committee meeting of the
American CP where dissolution was
decided. His article was unquestion-

_ably written at the behest of the

Russian Stalinists.

Now Browder is being made the
scapegoat for the policy. Whether
this means the end of Browder’s
leadership in the party is impoessible
to foretell. Before the World-Tele-
gram story appeared, the local cen-
tral commiitée was already prepar-
ing for a’“gradual” change of line.
The publication of the story forced
the issue ‘into the open. It' was fea-
tured by Browder’s pathetic acknowl-
edgment .that the European parties
did net agree..with - his course: in

America ‘and that. it 'was" necessary
_to study:: their. important “eriticism
-and  advices,. Browder- is ' evidently

getting . ready . l'or ‘a turn—about-
face.

oy

Tli_e’ General Doth
Protest Too Much!

In a brief speech de-
livered to the Agrarian
Congress, but not deliv-
ered publicly,
General Fran-
cisco Franco,
the Spanish
4\, “dictator, said:
ol

"Spnin is not a dictator-
ship."”

How rar wxll the Communist Party

I ~go'* ‘Will: it now become the ‘advocate
Vﬁorld’ Teleg'ram- '

“of militant labor- ‘action in the United
States? Will it advocate the end of
the no-strike pledge and cease to
propagate for its extension in the
post-war period? Will its trade -union
representatives and fellow-travelers
make the switch, as some of them
already indicate? Will they become

advocates of class struggle and anti- |

thls depends on

unpeuahsm"‘ Al

the; outcome of the San Fré:icis’ca
Conference, for Russian foreign pol-
igy is the teal determinant of Com-

‘munist policy.all over the world, -,

“The Browder affair only empha-

‘sizes | the fact that the Communist
 Party is not an independent Qrggg;-

ization of the workers, fighting in the
interests of labor: and its emancipa-
tion, but is an agent of Russian for-
eign policy, existing solely for the
interpretation and defense of the in-
terests of Russia. And it does this at

- the expense of the interests of. the

workers in all countries. The Amera
ican Communist Party, whether or
not it changes its line, remains, like
its sister organizations in the rest of
. the world, the most  reactionary forqe
in. the labor movement.

A o it
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