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Fight Wage-Cuts
With Strike

By WALTER WEISS

In the week since V-E day “Assjst-
ant President” Vinson and the heads
of various war agegncies have unfold-
ed to the people their reconversion
plans.

The famous “free” press: of the
United States seemed to feel that, be-
sides the Army’s point system and the
food shortages (both of which are ob-
viously important to every family),
there was nothing else worth playing
up in the government's plans except
the pdssing of the brownout, the cur-
few, and the ban on horse racmg

We believe that workers are deep-
ly concerned about unemployment,
wages, prices, and taxes. What did
the government have to say about
these matters? Nothing that has not
already been reported in LABOR AC-
TION. However, now that' the in-
formation is fully official, we want
to present a review of the whole
situation.

Jobs

Perhaps the most significant thing
in Vinson's report is his answer to
his own question, “What help is
available to displaced (that is, by
cutbacks—Ed.) workers?”

He answers: “FOR ONE THING
(all emphasis in the quotation is ours
—Ed.), unemployment compensation
is available to released workers in
all states, The MAXIMUM payments
vary from $15 to $22 per week; the
number. of weekly payments,’ !rom
about Il) TO 20,

Hé' is ‘able to say” “for one thing,
but that is as far as He ¢an go. 'I‘hére
is nothing for.him to add. And he is ,
very. careful, you will notice, not t
mentidn minimums,

Unemployment at the end of a xear‘
he believes, will be 2% millions.’ Both,
business and labor leaders scoff at
that prediction as definitely too low.

Wages

According to a- business reporter
(Journal of Commerce, May 10),
-Vinson said emphatically that: the'-
Little Steel formula and all the other
criteria of the wage stabilization
policy are to be kept. He added that
the various economic groups were
now in a fair and equitable relation-
ship to each other! Our resders will
recall that, according to official fig-
ures, corporation profits after all
taxes have been averaging twice
their prewar level. Vinson considers’
that fair and equitable. _

The Vinson report promises that
“eyery attempt will be made to pre-
vent drastic and unwarranted wage
cuts.” But cuts of five or ten cents
an hour probably wouldn’t be con-
sidered drastic, would they? As a
matter of fact, many workers, thrown
out of jobs as the result of cutbacks,

]
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have had to take much bigger wage
cyts than that.

The report adds, in a magnificent
understateinent, that “it will not be
possible to asure every workers that
his take-home pay will remain un-
changed . . . .” It offers one little ray
of hope by suggesting that “some
increase in wage rates can be ad-
justed for a shorter work week . .. .”
The War Labor Board, however, in
a statement that followed Vinson's,
put all its emphasis on keeping wage
rates frozen where they are, except
i;in cases of conversion {o altegether
dlﬂerent kinds of work. In those
'cases, you can safely bet, the changes
will be downward. Besides, as work-
ers are laid off, those remaining will
be reclassified to fill lower-paying
jobs, as well as taking a cut by loss

of overtime. — _
.
Prices
The line on prices is to be held,
too—just as it has been in the past.
That is, in words alone. Goods that
have been out of production are to

come back at 1942 price levels. Natur-
ally, these will be at the highest 1942

(Continued on page 3)
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Strike Over
Firings at

.Bethlehem Co.

By JOHN BARNES
LACKAWANNA, N. ¥Y.—More thali

"three thousand steel workers at the

“'Beéthlehem plants here are out on
“strike and indications are that they
will be joined soon by the six thou-
sand men still at work, forcing a

~ complete shutdown of operations.

The background for the walkout

" was laid on Friday, May 11, when

the company cut two workers from
a limestone crew of eight men, claim-
ing that production cutbacks made
such a cut necessary. The following
day the crew affected walked off the
job, The No. 1 open hearth crew im-
‘mediately followed suit. In a show of
sympathy and solidarity the No. 2
and No. 3 open hearth crews walked

out soon afterward. Then the blast -

furnace workers took the cue and
came out solid, bringing the total
number of men out to more than
three thousand on all shifts.

The company immediately set up
the familiar smokescreen, calling the
strike a violation of labor’s no-strike
pledge and charging that the removal
of the two workers from the lime-
stone crew was justifiable and more-

(Continued on.page 3)

“the capitalist government in Wash
to help. LABOR ACTION long ago

rificing, while big business" enriched

sible the highest profits in America

Allegheny Ludlum Steel ...
American*Brake Shoe __.. .

American Woolen ..

Capitalists Receive Their
“‘Unemployment Benefits’’

For those who do not yet understand the meaning of the phrase,

rifice” only meant that labor and poor people have done all ‘the sac-

pense. Labor produced all the wealth in this country which made pos-

V-E Day has come and the fruits of the war are being passed around.
Labor is getting cutbacks, unemployment and reduced wages. Big busi-
ness is getting refunds on taxes to swell its fattened reserves. Here is
part of a list of big firms and estimated refunds on taxes they have paid.

P.S.—There will be no tax refunds for labur‘
. Estimated Pnst -war Refund per Share

American Locomotive .. . .ol

ington,” the following facts ought
pomted out- that “equality of sac-

itself during the war at their ex-

n history.

Chrysler Corp.
Crucible Steel .__

Eastman Kodak

E. I du Pont de Nemours .. .. -

Elastic Stop Nut Corp. ..o
Endicott Johnson Corp. ..
Fansteel Metallurgical ..

Firestone Tire & Rubb

Federal Motor Truck ... . ...

General Electric

General Foods Corp, .. ...t ...

B. F. Goodrich
W. T. Grant

Hazel-Atlas Glass ... ..

Ingersoll-Rand

Hercules Powder .. ...

International Harvester _

International Business Machines R

Tax Refund of Common Stock
_____ _: $3,211,000 $2.54
—- 1,211,000 1.65
6,092,000 440
< 2,560,000 6.40
3,804,000 0.87
© 4,558,000 10.25
.. 23,002,000 2.01
10,211,000 412
.. 1,006,000 146
e 483,000 1.19
620,000 2.38
. 523,000 1.06
4,946,000 2.54
34,915,000 121
_. 2,900,000 T 048
5,834,000 4.48
1,854,000 1.55
_ 1,984,000 4.57
- 4,442,000 3.28
4,506,000 : 4.49
$,640,000* 6.08
3,815,000 0.86

*Includes Canadian excesg-fproﬁts tax credit- also.

Frankensteen Candidate
For Mayor of Detroit

Richard T. Frankensteen, vice-president of the Auto
Workers Union, is a candidate for Mayor of Detroit. He
and' six other candidates will oppose Mayor Jefiries in
the so-called non-partisan primaries on August 7, when
the run-off candidates for Mayor and nine City Council
members will be chosen. The final elections are held in

November.

Jeffries was elected Mayor two years ago against
the opposition of the CIO which at that time supported
Fitzgerald, a well known member of the Democratic
Party. Jeffries’ campaign was marked by open hostility
to the CIO and by a venomous attack upon the Negro
population of the city. Fitzgerald hedged on every ques-
tion, leaving the CIQO without a spokesman in the cam-
. paign.

Frankensteen was filed as a candidate by Tracy Doll,
secretm-y of the Wayne County PAC, and several days
later was endorsed by the CiO Political Unity Commit-

By GER‘I‘_R'[J'DE SHAW

At the World Trade Union Con-
ference held last February in London,
the delegates charged its administra-
tive committee ‘with the responsi-
bility of getting ‘representation for
organized labor at the various peace
conferences.

Following this directive, the CIO
invited to these shores the adminis-
trative committee of the WTUC—all
set' for an honored and conspicuous
role at the San Francisco conference.

To the embarrassment of Sidney
Hillman and Philip Murray, it soon

tee in Wayne County. This unity committee was formed
as a substitute for the Wayne County PAC, as a conces-
sion to the Communist Party forces in the CIQO. The
"Wayne County PAC, controlled by anti-CP elements,
was shelved by R. J. Thomas in favor of the unity com-
_ mittee, consisting of representatives from the CP-con-

trolled Wayne County Industrial Union Council a.nd the

for City Council:

former Wayne County PAC.

In addition to Frankensteen, the CIO _commlttee has
thus far announced its endorsement of three candidates

Tracy Doll, member of Local 154, UAW, and secretary
‘of the PAC in Wayne County. ..

; George Edwards, member of the CIO and at present

became plain that the arrangers for
the San Frangisco conference,k had
given not oneé thought to the CIO
and their foreign labor guests, First,
there was the danger of being'left
behind for lack of pre-arranged trans-
portation. Second, the union leaders
were entirely forgotten in preparing
San Francisco hotel accommodations,
and the laborites were exiled across
the bay to Oakland. Third, not only
were the WTUC committee not given
official recognition at the hig pow-
wow, they had difficulty even in get-
ting standing room at the general
sessions.

1

a ‘member of the City Council, having been elected with
the support of the CIO.

The Rev. Charles A. Hill, a prominent Negro.

'World Labor Leaders Begging for
Admission to San Francisco Conference

From the opening of the San
Francisco wind-jamming fest till May
2nd, the representatives of organized
labor assembled in Oakland, waited
patiently—hat in hand—for recogni-
tion by Stettinius and the other big
shots. Then they began to tug at the
coattails of the well-groomed big
boys, to call attention to their ex-
istence.

The tugging took the form of a
demand addressed to Stettinius. This
demand for official participation in
the San Francisco conference was
signed by Sidney Hillman, Walter

(Continued on page 4)

Fight Profit Bund
With a Labor Party!

The real plans of the government in Washington on reconver-

“sion hgve again been revealed by the report of the Joint Con-.

gressional Committee on Internal Revenue Taxation, a repert
which it is said has already received the tentative approval of

President Truman.

The report of this committee calls for refunds to corporations
in the amount of $5,700,000,000, to be obtained by cuts in the
rates on excess profits, lowering rates in general and speeding
up refunds to the corporations, which have been making the
greatest profits in the history of the country. This program is to
be carried through in the next two years and is only preliminary
to more widespread returns to big business wh;ch will come with
* the defeat of Japan, or even sooner.

The reporters for this program were Representative Dough-
ton, of the House Ways and Means Committee, and Senator
—'-"m /George, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, two well
known big business representatives in the Senate and the House.
Senator George is the same person who only a few days ago
stated that it was wrong to guarantee jobs for 60,000,000 work-
ers, urging that big business must be permitted to take its course

to provide employment.

This handout to big business is all the more scandalous when

- it is remembered that even Mobilization Director Vinson pointed

out that the cost of recanversmn to big business will be “not

Firings and

Strike at

Continental

DETROIT — With. all' the arrogancé
and high-handed arbitrariness of the

~bosses in the pre-CIO days, the Con-

tinental Motors Corp. discharged 48
men last Thursday and followed
through on Friday by laying off 1,500
men without as much as a nod in the
direction of the union.

These blatant wvioclations of con-
tract are designed to break the
strength of Local 280, UAW-CIO, and
are but one more episode in the anti-
labor offensive the bosses are now
waging in Detroit, The 7000 work-
ers of Continental Motors answered
the bosses by shutting down. the
plant. The strike is being led by the
local leadership and, what is most

significant of all, has the active sup-"

port of -International Representative
McDaniels and Regional Director of
the Area Norman Matthews.

The events leading up to the
strike action were the culmination
of a series of smaller provocations
on the part of the management. On
May 10, 48 workers were fired,
among them a deputy chief steward.
The company’s reason was that the
men refused to farm out to another
department. However, the contract
specifically states that when there is
no wotrk in any department the men
can EITHER farm out or go home
for the day on mo-stock passes. The
company refused to give these men
the passes. Their right to these no-
stock passes is written in the con-
tract in very plain language. But the
management was not interested in
living up to its contract; it was bent

“on breaking it. The men were fired:

The company knew it was violating
the contract but as much as said:
“So what! What are you going to do
about it?”

An answer came back fast., The
discharged men picketed 1‘he gates.
The Thursday night rhidnight shift
stayed out. Friday the plant was

down. Then came the company’'s at-.
tempted solar-plexus blow against -

the union. Without any notice to the
union or-to the men involved, with-
out going over any seniority lists
with the bargaining committee, the
(Continued on page 2)

Russia Bids for Colonial Trusteeship,

By BTEPHEN PARKER

The' San ‘Francisco Conference was
treated last week to a sudden out-
burst ‘of concern for the subjugated
colonial peoples of the world. The
Rusgian  delegation suggested that
“international trusteeship” should
have as its basic purpose the devel-
opmeént of “gelf-government and self-
determinftion. of the colonial peo-
ples.” In this they echoed part.of an
idea advanced by Roosevelt before
his' death.

Not one word was mentioned about

the colonial peoples themselves hav-

ing anything to' say about the
achievement of their national inde-
pendence. Instead, the Security Coun-
¢il, of which Russia is to be a per-

manent member, is to see to it that.
these objectives are to be carried.

out. At the same time it should not
interfere ‘with the retentlon and de-
velopment on the 'part of the great
powers of “strategic areas and
bases.”

Stalin, Molotoff & Co. are now
added to the many friends of the
colonial peoples. They join the illus-
trious imperialist statesmen of Brit-

ain—Churchill, Eden, Halifax and
Wavell: They too have promised the
Indian people, for example, their ul-
timate independence many times,
They have made speeches about it in
Parliament. They have sent special
committees to India. They have reas-
sured their American liberal friends
that this is their aim and purpose.

* And at the same time they have con-

tinued to fill the jails in India and

the other colonies with the leaders

of the colonial peoples who have
been fighting just for that..

The- Russian- proposal i§ just an-

other ruse. The very last thing in the
world that the Russians are interest-
ed in is the self-determination and
national independence of peoples.
Were they concerned with it they
could find many places in which to
start effecting their concern. As a
start they could offer the peoples
of Poland, Bulgaria, Romania and
the Baltic countries the right to de-
termine their own form of govern-
ment, and to remove them from the
control of the Stalinist bureaucracy
and the GPU. Instead, even as they

forward-their high-sounding phrases;

LT R S - S tay b

more than $3 billion,” as
against business reserves al-
ready set aside in the amount®
of $20, billion.

Nor is that all. In addition

to the present handout con-
tained in,the Joint Committee’s pro-

- _,_,pqgal and’ the' $20 billion] reserve,; big: '

business ‘has: piled up-enormous, prof- -
its ‘which are not ‘reckoned in these
figiires. Profits have increased from
the figure of $4.2 billion in '1939 to
$9.9 billion in 1944, the latter figure
now being acknowledged by ecoeno-
cists as.too low,

If anyone wonders how this is pos-
sible, it should be remembered that
the government in Washington is 'a
big business government. It is a gov-
ernment of the capitalists and that is
why all measures taken by it now,
as in the past, fdvor big business.
Thus, while it is doing everything in
its power to fatten the profit-bloated '
monopolists of this country even
more, it does nothing to aid labor in
the present period .of rising cutback
unemployment. Nor is it doing any-
thing to prepare for the coming rise
of unemployment by the millions,
something which is freely predicted
by government bodies, economists
and business experts of all knids.

It is clear that what is needed is
a fighting labor program to meet the
problems of reconversion. To date,
the labor officigls have been doing

‘a lot of talking and writing. But lit-

tle or no action has been taken by
them. They appear to be more con=
cerned with upholding the no-strike
pledge which employers use to break .
down union standards and to under-
mine the union movement than with
a real struggle for labor’s needs.

What is needed is a program for
guaranteed employment and guaran-
teed wages. But this cannot ' be
achieved by playing the game of the
bosses’ politics or running down to
Washington to get insulted by poli-
ticians whose aims consist solely of
defending the interests of the profit-
eers,

It means to organize labnr around
a fighting economic program. It
means to organize labor politically
to fight for such a program. It means
to organize a political party of the
workers, a Labor Party which will
fight for:

Government planning fo. guarantee
the highest national production and
income, a year-around job and a
minimum annual wage to all, and &
rising standard of living!

(Continued on page 2)

Too

they accelerate the repressions and .
arrests against people whose only
crime is that they have no desire to
live in the Stalinist paradise or uns
der GPU rule.

The problem of the colonies is one
of the most delicate questions the
victorious Allied powers have fo
face. The war has developed strong
movements for mnational indepen-
dence and freedom. The oppressed
colonials have been umnable to un-
derstand why, in a war whose osten-
sible purpose was -“freedom and de~

‘(Continued on paged) = —
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Hebied for His Class"

By RUTH PHILLIPS:

N NOVEMBER 11, 1918, the First
World War came to a close. This
“industrial and commercial war,” as
President Woodrow Wijlson lafer
called it, produced 20,000 new mil-
. lionaires and multi - millignaires in
“the United States. It had changed the
‘United States from a six billion dol-
Jar debtor nation into a thirteen bil-
lion dollar creditor nation.

Among the great corporations
 "'which had reaped the spm‘ls of war
" in the form of smaller proﬁts ‘was
the lumber trust. The lumber trust
had succeeded during the war,
through violence and mtlmldatmu in

ber Workers Industrial Umon, organ-
ized by the Industrial Workers of
the World. One “of the iew”:‘e‘mamiﬁg
centers of the umion was in Cen-
tralia, Wash.

Wesley Everest had been one of
the 01gamzers of the Lumber Work-
“‘lers Unién in the state of Washing-
" ton. When America entered the war
' ‘he changed his lumberjack's work
clothes for a SO]diElS uniform. In
France, Wesley Everest won several
medals for valor. While he fought “to
make the world safe for democracy”
abroad, his ‘efforts to build economic
democracy at home, through his
union, were being undermined. The
lumber trust, in a campaign to de-
stroy the last vestiges of the union
in the state of Washington, symboli-
cally chose Armistice Day, 1918, to
ald the union hall in Centraha.

BUSINESS MEN’S VIOLENCE

. Wesley Everest, World War veter-
an, came home from France and
went back tfo his job as a lumber

Layo

DETROIT—Three weeks of cutbacks
. and lay-offs at the Highland Park
.planf of the Ford Motor Co. have
revealed the complete inability of the
leadership of both local 400 and the
international UAW-CIO to handle
the problem. Hundreds of workers,
mostly women, with seniority as high
as three years, have been laid off,
while at the same time new people
are hired off the street, and proba-
tionary employees, with less than six
months seniority, are kept at their
jobs.
How has this come about? First,
seniority is handled entirely by the
company, not by the union. The
union has nothing fo say about who
shall be laid off, who shall bump
whom by virtue of greater seniority,
or who is eligible for certain jobs,
The Ford Motor Co., through its labor
relations office, determines all these
things. Each ‘department committee-
man has 3 plant-wide seniority list,
but he has no way of knowing which
‘people on that list have been laid off
and ‘which are ‘still’ working. Only
the company has that mlomation.
Second, lay -offs are supposed to be
handled in accordance with a new
“interchangeable occupational group"
agreement wherein each worker is
placed in a certain group of classifi-
cations where he can supposedly ex-
‘ercise his seniority on a plant-wide
basis. The ftricky agreement states
that “an employe . . . shall exercise
-~ ~his seniority against the employee
© with the least seniority in the group.”
In the case of almost every woman
laid off, the employe with the least
seniority in the group has “hap-
peried” to be a man working on a
_job requiring the lifting of 35 pounds
..~or more, which, .aceording to state
“law, cannot be performed by women.
Therefore, says the company, these
~~women were given the opportunity
fo exercise their seniority, but could-
n't qualify for the job, so they were
laid off. This, in spite of the fact that
there are hundreds of other women
and men on lighter jobs with less
seniority in the same occupational
group.

" WHAT- THE LEADERSHIP SAYS

. The company intends to keep as
many “red apples” working for them

breaking the strength of the Lum- .

worker and organizer for his union.
Despite the Armistice Day raid, the
union was reestablishing jtdelf. the
lummber workers . were organizing
against post-war pay cuts. The Em-
pleyers Association of Washington
was 01gamzl‘ng 100. In ‘a bulletin. to
its members it proposed to “Hang the
Bolsheviks,” f‘_PuL the IWW in Jail” -
and to “Import.Japanese and Chinese
Labor” as methods of breaking the
union. g ' ;
“Citizens’ Prolective Leagues”
composcd of -respectable people .who
had spent the war at home “earming”
proﬁts. were organized, Newspapers
like the Centralia-Hub, cnntl‘bf!te'ﬂ or-
gén of the Tamber trist, Were Spread-
ing ﬁysteﬁcat anti-uhion. propaganda.
‘The pnion issued ‘4n appeal to, the
town’s cltlze‘ns for: prqtectiun ‘against

y fhrt!al,s of Vidlence.

One year after the “war to end
warq
CLASS war flared up in Centralia.
It was clasg war provokéd by the em-
ployers. A parade  of the -American
Legion, led by Warren Grjmm, Cen-
tralia busitess man and veteran of
the American Expeditionary Forces
in Siberia which_fought ‘against the
Soviet Republic, was staged in the
streets of Centralia. This strange pa-
rade of business men in veterans’
uniforms, oxrgamzed ostensibly to
celebrate the “peace” of 1918, was
armed with ropes and guns Ag it
approacled the lumher wmkers hall
the leaders yelled: “Let's go! At.'em
boys!” and the “parade”, became'%n
attacking mob.

The workers in the hall fought it
out. Four of the “atriotic”  mob
‘were killed as the unjon. ten fought
in self-defense, But the workers

fs at Highland |

as possible. In one instance, they
trans_ferrecl some girls tp office work
two .weeks before the lay-o‘ffs got
.rld of hundreds. of girls.-with, more
seniority than the former, then placed
their favorites back on__the jobs
formerly held by the employees with
greater seniority, who ére now on
the street, L

But what about the ‘union leader-
ship. What does it have to say? At
first, the local leadership was not
much disturbed about the situation,

-as. it involved only women, who have

been employed in the plant only sirice
the war., But when the rank and
file started protestmg, when women
9tarted flocking into the union oﬂ‘ice
the local. officials . became a . little
.worr ied.

At a special mceling of all local
nfﬁcers from 'committecmen up, it
was revealed that.the union-company
agreement was, anrhreﬂ at, not uu-uugh

collective bargmnixix, but by a,com-
pany pltimatum;; The union, includ-
ing mternatlona! represqntatwes. ac~
_cepted At. When it was propnsed that
tll'e wl'mle quesuon be re—nq;oqated
.with the company, the. local presi-
.dent replmd "The,conumnv hLas us
over a barrel. 'I‘hey 1, only thumb
their noses at wus.”.

The . only selution .offered by thc
leadership is to take each one of
these hundreds of cases through the
rigmarole of the grievance protedure,
a - process requiring 104 days in each
case, And during all this time ‘mass
layoffs will continue, -

A NEW POLICY IS NEEDED -
"This: is ‘the ' impasse to+which the
union has been led by the policies of
its leadership. Thes company refuses
to negotldte accepts only those agree-
menis Which are advantageous to. it-
self and in turn, disadvantageous to

the union. The union has the thoice

of accepting the company's proposals
or nothing. This is not ¢collective
bargammg Why cannot the UAW
present a demand to the Ford Motor
Co. and say, “Agree to this,.or else!”
Because the union has no “or else”!

The international leadership is de-
termined to maintain the no-strike
p]edge even at the e‘xpensc of ifs own

strike? In the face of a firm, union-
busting company like the Ford Motor
Co., what has the union leadership
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union. What effective weapon does B
labor have other than the right fo

' ' Gra’nd Frah\'nﬂ'y Hall

‘done? It has developed callouses on '
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were outnumbered. All were rounded
up except one man, Wesley Everest.
He broke through the mdb ard made
for. the river. He was, followed by
thc firing mob. Unable ' fo ford, the
river, 'he féced ‘his.: atlaekels and

Jshouted that he was: willing to_sur-

vender o any {properly- constituted
authouty Bullets ‘continued: to 'come
-at him. He was .seized.by.the mob.

Wllen he Was'thréwn inte jail' with
his fellow workers. he was: bfee‘ﬂlﬁg
Langd heafe‘n,:gs front teeth. kiboked
‘out with 4 wrifle butt.(Eate that night
the hghts of Centralia suddenly went
out. The door of the jail wasSmashed,
The mob had returned for Wesley
Everest, veleran of the First World
War for democracy.

Wesley Everest stood and faced his
lyh'dhé‘r!;. He ‘%d Yo his ‘brother

Untonists: “Tell ‘the Doys 1 died for
my glass.” Ditring that Aerrible night
b, ‘was subjected:te. sadistic tortllres.
\then hanged framabr‘iﬂg’e His lynch-

".ers | were never brought into a court

of law. .. :

iInstead seven of his fellow union-
ists were convicted of murder in the

. gecond degree for the death.of War-

ren Grimm, who had been killed in

the attack on the union hall. Despite
the plea of the jury for leniency, the

Judge gave the men the full limit of

the law—25 to 40 years in the peni-

tentiary. Six miembers of that same

.jury later swore ‘under oath that

they had been Aerrorvized into hand-

ing down a. verd:ct ‘of . guilty.

Wesley Everest ﬁghtmg for capi-
talist ‘“Gemocracy’: in France, was
decorated with medals:of valor by a
,“grateful .government.” Fighting for
economic democriacy -in . his own
country, e died ‘a martyr's death.

' faeip o L

its knees, cringing, crawling, beg-
ging.dor a few crumbs. When siniple
‘clementary union rights like senior-
it_.-y;_'g_a‘n'not be protected by a union
. officialdom, it is time for them to be
‘turned out of office. The UAW needs
new; policies and its neeéis netw
-.leaders.

Busmess

" Refunds--

(Continued from page 1)

Conscript all war industries! Na-
tionalize the banks, big industrial
monopolies and {ransportation sys-
tems,

For a two hundred and fifty bil-
lion dollar five-year program to pro-
vide decent hbnsing' for all, extensive
public Works, Tural ‘electrification
and mndernizaﬁon‘

For a guaranteed $5, 000 anmlal in-
come to all workers' families, miade
possible by a planned rise in the total
national income and a thilty-\lmur
makimim work Week.
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[NEWS AND VIEWS FRON THE LABOR FRONT

Does the.énd of the war with Germany and

Japan bring with it. a promise of peace for the
future? Even the statesmen and diplemats who “are
paid for their skill in sugar coating - an ugly situ-
ations ecan’t make it appear so: The features of the
dove of peace that hovered over {¥altaand now
over San Francisco are:beginning to: look more like
those ofa vulture every day.

The closer to military vlctory in Euwpe that we

‘get, the more feverish seem to be the preparations

: for the next war. Former ‘Secretary of-State; Cor-

.del Hu]} “in. sending his pious good wishes to the
“8an - Francisco delegates ‘cautions them that the

structure they create there must be one “of con-
stant alertness to danger, of cooperative effort in
support of peace and security and freedom and
progress, of willingness to compose differences by
peaceful adjustment, or readiness to use force, if
necessary for the maintenance of peace.”

In othm words, “the malntenance of peace” be-’
comes synonymous with-the use, of force And at
the same time that the iron fist in the gloVed hand

is be_:mg displayed at the United:Nations parley o

.along with honeyed words and worried looks ‘cast

al Russia, Congress has pending a bill for peace-
time conscription of seventeen year olds.

" A'LABOR REPLY

Continental Motors Stril

The Michigan CIO News takes up the argu-

ments which have been made on .behalf of the
bill, one by one and exposes how phoney each one

“vof indbme, |

: Michigan CIO Agains, Con scription

is. Incidentally, there are some people in the labor
movement who believe that it is a good way of

solving the. unemployment problem The altlcle

answers: these people as well.

The arguments Tor the bill run somethmg like
this. It will build up-the Health and morale of: our

' young men, give them-an:education, remove them

from the lists ‘of ‘unemployed, “and get some neces-
sary construction dpn'e-‘tor the good of: the country.

“If health is ‘what we “are ‘after, let's have a
health program, nota war rehearsal,” says the CIO

varticle. “Let's have: frée medical care for children,

young people and aduits. Let's have full employ-

“ment with incomes high enough to fill everyone's

needs for proper food.

_ “If education is desirable, let’s have an educa-
tional program, not'a rehearsal of war. Let there
be good teachers and adeq\late funds so that all
niay ‘have ‘#n ‘opgortunity to develop. Let there be
‘free c&‘ﬁefg’e Hﬁl‘l‘i‘ng for those of ability, regardless
2 3¥aa8

“effimoral fitness’ is desired, then hasten the
timie when young people can establish themselves
in industry or business, get ‘married and build a

family life, instead of’ t‘utning the sevehiteen: ‘year -

olds to the drill-sergeant. This means: fafl: employ-
ment. Even ‘high levels ‘6f- el‘l'lp’loyheﬁt' will ?not
accomplish this for the yo\m‘g Folks:

“Now, if forestry or myﬂlmg ‘else is work that

needs doing, the Americhn peép’lb have nio business -

sweating the kids to get it done cheap, nor is-there
any logical connection between regimentation and

planting trees. Forestry is forestry. The way to get
“it done is for the forestry department to hire for-

* esters. ‘It is an insult'to the profession and a slap

at all labor to formulate a policy:that respectable
work of ‘Any kind must be made 'the task of regi-
mented and underpaid workers. '
~we must be careful not to sell out our \goal
of tull dlg’niﬁed ‘employment for the sake of an uh-
worthy substitute. We must resist:the temptation
to drain off our youth from the general labor mar-
ket. We must stand up on our hind legs along with
‘the youngsters, sharing from the 'first the problém
which most emphatically will soon be theirs—that
of organizing American life as to provide oppor<
tunity to all. = - o %
“Drafting the seventeen year olds does not solve
the unemployment problem anyway. There will
‘be 30 000,000 others wanting -jobs—the prnblem
““that"'must be sélved. -

“If a million youths can be drafted, so can other
portions of unemployed ‘workers. Our choice is be-
“tween'free choice of occupation, equal opportunity.
hmsl jo’hs for all, on the other -hand, or a steady

(Continued from page 1)
company summarily inserted little
white layoff notices in the checks: of
1,500 employees. These men were
politely “advised” that they were
now on the streetsl

DISREGARDING SENIORITY

" Fhe company ‘which had been
shouting *“Production! Production;
which had béen working the shop
seven days a week; which only a few
days previously, on V-E Day, had re-
fused to close down or even to grant
passes to many workers who wanted

-t -go home, arbitrarily throws 1500

men dut of work.

Layoﬂ' by ‘seniority, negatlatmn

wiﬁh the ‘whion, discussion -of possible -

30 hour:week? That did not interest

£y

1

“Messrs. Bosses lof Contmental As far
:as ‘they were' ‘¢oncerned, the union
was. superﬂuuusi and yesterday's ‘he-
reia’ quor s were tnd’a* "uh-

soempioyad L..m* e

- Fer Local 280 to have saved 1tse1f
11. was absolutei_v necessary to repu-
dlate the sumidal no-$trike pledge in
action if not’ 1n words. The pledge
.had rendered the unions helpless
throughout ihe war. In this latest

. discharged

- provocation of the Continental man-

agement, it was so obvious that noth-
ing less than the eXkistence of the
local was atl 'stake “that even no-
strike-pledge-paralyzed - international
officers were| forced to support the
strike.

THE UNION MEETING

A mass meeting ‘of the local was
held on Saturday morning, May 12
President McKenna forthrightly told
the men théy ought not go back to
work until’ AFTER the 1500 cut-
backed and 48 fired men were rein-
stated. Matthews ‘and McDaniels, the
International officers,”sSpoke and said
thal the companies had gone too far
in taking advantage of the no-strike

. pledge. They told men not to go back

to - work, to stay out until all ‘the

men were taken back.
These International officers, who had
en »eliziou=ly obs=erved.the no-strike
pielza du.inz iuo whcls time tae
management had ben hacking away
at the unions, were compelled to
chénge their ‘go back to work’ tune
in this case. Now it was the COM-
PANY which refused to permit the
1500 to go back to work. Call it ‘cut-

_Be#hlehem Sfee -~

(Contmued from page 1)

over strictly the business of the com-
pany. The boss press vigorously took
up the same cry.

Union officials, with McNichols and
Molony in ‘the ‘lead, began at the
,same time to try to get the men
back to wark Commissioner LaMotte
of the U. 8. Conciliation Service was
also called in when it became evi-
dent that, in the words of McNichols,
the situation was growing worse.

The leadership called a mass meet-
ing for Monday night, May 14, in an
effort to “cool the men off” and to
warm them on the idea of getting

‘back’ inté the plant.” More than a

thousand of - the rank and -file at-
tended and made themselves heard
in: no ‘uncertain terms. With the ex-
ception-of one local official, who was

specific in pointing to the no-strikg

pledge as the basic fault in present
-unign - company relations and urged
that it be rescinded, all the spedkers
were heartily *booed into virtual sub-
mission.

One after another, rank and filers
took the floor afid expressed militant

- Sentifents over the failare of the

Time:

steel workers to win the seventeen-
ceht raise they ‘deserved, the failure
of the company to make an honest
attempt ‘at: ‘collective bargsining and
‘thie -high - ha.'!lded company attitude

shown in the removal of the two ‘
limestone.crew men. They spoke bit-
terly. of the-fact.that when the inion
had ‘asked the tompany Why it had

back’, call it ‘lay-off’, it was still the < This is not only a fight for Contin-

old fashioned Iockeut by another
name. The union was ready to go
back to work a]I 7,000 of them and
not the 5,500 men the company chose
to keep. It would thus have been im-
possible for anybody, even an Inter-
national officer, to tell '?000 men to
go back to work when the company
refused to take them all-in.

The union's immediate demand be-
fore going back to work is the rein-
‘statement . of the laid-off and dis-
‘charged men. If there must be layoffs,
it should be carried out according to
seniority provisions of the contract
and in negonatlon‘wzth the b:‘a‘rgam-
ing committee. However, if this de-
mand is met and the imen ‘are rein-
stated, the union must ‘g0 further than
a mere insistence on layol’f according
to contract.. '

IT MUST FIGHT FOR A FORTY-
HOUR WEFK-WITH NO CUT IN
TAKT-ID ‘I.IE ?-_Y

Before ANY layoffs, the work week
should be reduced Gomg on 40 hours
means a wage ‘cut uhless the ‘Wnion
demands that there be no-decrease
in the pay check, That is the direc-
tion in which the union must fight.

not been consulted in a manlmwer o

change of this tybe, the comipany had
rl:'phed bliml.ly that it was mme of
-the union’s ‘business!

As official after official asked the
junen to return so that “things could
be straightened out” they weie
shouted down. There was no sign of
back-to-work sentiment at any time
during the meeting.

If the men are not back at work
by the third shift' on “I‘uesday. the

rcoke ‘ovens will’ be forced to suspend
-oper at:cms‘ the gas  will be cut next

and by Tuesday night the ‘entire
plant will be done.

Takmg the pr;esent mood of those
already out, and the sympathies ex-
pressed by those still in, it appears
that the strike will last at least into

the latter part of the week, since no °

solution is yet in sight.

It seems certain also that the steel
workers of Local 2601 ‘are learning
that it is the no-strike pledge which
leaves them with no international
support and aid. That is the real
stumbling block and unless it is re-
scindeéd, provocative, anti-union ac-
tion by the company will continue,
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to. preserve the.union is their fight.
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ental Motors workers, it is the fight
of every worker: in Detrott and in
the country. :

The Continental company, which
worked its men seven' days a week
for. over a year ‘when it had its
luscious cost-plus contracts should
not be permitted to wilfully discard
the men who made their profits for
them. Only militant strike action, if
necessary, ‘and the final revocation
of the no-strike pledge can finish the
fight to its just conclusion,

Detroit workers should give the
Continental -workers -their support.
The battle for ‘the reinstatement of
laid-off .men, is their-battle. The fight

The struggle for a 40: HOUR WEEK
WITH /NO .CUT IN- TAKE-HOME '
PAY. is: their struggle sas a FIRST
STEP in. the divection.of a job for
[ o oL I b o

At the time of writing the Con-
tinental L.ocal .is to present its case- j
at a»shoWw-cause ‘hearing--before the. - . =
War Labor Board. Further develop-
ments in the situation will be report-

\
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By WALTER JASON

Soon after Russia denpunced its
neutrality pact with-Japan, Wash-
ington. imposed a radio and press

Here is how the strategic pic-
ture stacks up in the Pacifie, the
expl.matwn as to the “why" of the
sudden discussion on-Russia in the
Pacific war only two weeks after
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censorship on the subject of Rus-
sia’s.role in the Pacific war. Viewed
in ‘that . context, . the article:on
China by ‘Harold Isaacs in a re-
cent -issue of Newsweek assumes
.a significant as well as sensational

character. For every diplomat in
Washington knows that both the
. timing of its appearance as well
as its contents were approved by

The rise of cutback unemployment began even
before V-E Day was officially announced. Since
the Allied victory in Europe, cancellatmn of con-
Aracts has increased rapidly, the most important
‘case involving the projected c]osmg down of the
immense Willow Run bomber plant.

. InVinson’s report 6n reconversion he announced
that there were already one mi!lion ‘unemployed
and that the number is expected to rise to two
mlllitm five hundred thousand within the year
All war Testrictions on labor have been cancelled
in the New York area. Detrmt has now been de-
clared a surplus labor area by the War Manpewer
Commission. !

Thus, within a period of a few weeks, the argu-
ments behind the demands for a national service
act have been thoroughly punctured. It wasn't so

No Manpo wer sh ortage NpW!

that both argumenits were false, There was nei-
ther a manpower shortage nor a shortnge of criti-
cal war materials. The aim of the Admlmstratiqn
was to establish a labor draft for the post-war
period to meet problems of reconversion through
the establishment of a police réglme over the
American workers. It was a tothlitarlan measire
pure and simple, and the fight of the labor move-
ment made possible its defea.t

long ago that the' Administration and the War and -

Navy Départments pressed hard for the passage
of a slave labor act on the grounds that there was
a_shortage of manpower and critical war male-
rials.

v The fight against such a blll caslly revealed

At the San Francisco Conference, the French
government, as if bargaining fér so many cattle
at. the market place, put in its bid for two and a
half million -German and Italian workers for a
period of four -years, as reparations in kind.

The French delegates at'the conference found
it ‘difficult to differentiate bétween their own
slave labor plans _and those ‘of Nazi ‘Germany,
which they so vociferously denounced, From' the

France Demands Slave ..-.;l.abor

Now the whole. game is  more. clearly given
away by the cancellation of war contracts and the . |

the War Department

The timing coincided with the
expected arrival of Molotov, just
before the San Franelseo Confer-
.ence. The content of the article

War Department permits publica-
..tion of an article by a newspaper-
man whose views are well known
in Chungking and Moscow serves
to emphasize the attention it is
expected to atfract.
~ When the article outlines Chi-
na’s “bitter fiasco,” it is not news
to the- well-informed. “December
17,1941, was China's Armistice Day
with Japan” is a worn-out cliche
in ‘American military circles,
But when the article breaks

.

rise in unemployment. But while {,he administra-
tion was quite ready to try and push through a
slave labor act, it is praetlcally_ frozen in its steps
to adopt any kind of program to relieve the hun-
dreds of thousands of war workers now jobless
and the millions more to_come.

Labor's job is clear. If is to develop a labor
prograim for reconversion such as has been pro-
os€d repeatedly in the columns of libor. action.

‘o fight for such a program means to build a po- .
litical party of labor. This will become increasingly

clearer as time goes on.

through the silence imposed on
the Russian guestion in the Pa-
cific.and states baldly, “If the Rus-
sians, entering the China picture,
decide to back the Communists,
the stage is set for the: Mirst ob-

. scure ,battles ‘of the mnext. woﬂd

war,” this is sensational. For it is
the War Department speaking its
warning, Moscow knows that, just
as it knows who permitted earlier

carticles in the Army and Navy

Journal needling Russia on the
eastern front stalemate of a few-
months ago.

"PACIFIC REALPOLITIK
. The question: of realpolitik in
the Pacific is posed likewise. “Will

From a citadel of “democracy,” the French Min-

ister of Finance and National Econumy. René

Plevin, justifies the policy: France will offer pay-
ment in ‘German marks! It is easy to imagine the

. fat pay envelopes that these “liberated” workers

will ‘be pocketing.

For the German and Ifalian workers who were
forced into the imperialist war and who for so
many years suffered under the boot of fascism,

the United States undertake to
send a Tnajor expeditionary force
of its own into China or will it

leave the fighting there to the

Russians?” More accurately, the
question is: Will we have to go
through with the grandiose plans
for the Pacific which everyone—
certamly the Russmns—knows we

speaks for itself. The fact that the |

the censorship was clamped ‘down.

The war against Japan ‘enters
its . fourth year with evetything
in America's favor. The trémen-
dous gains against the Japanese
are bringing ‘the war to its cli-
max. This, with only a partial
employment of American military
power against Japan. No need to
recount the gains achieved. The
last major melmunaly for the
knockout blows is the Okingwa
operation. This campalgn reveals
Iully the glaring weakness of Ja-
pan's war machine. Last week
Admiral Nimitz annou’nced around
9,500 Japanese killed as against a

_ total of 8,500 or'so ‘American cas-

ualties, the lmpllca‘uon bemg that
the ‘cost in the future battles
against Japan would be so ‘great

that fullest war effort, vast man- -

ete,, were

power reqmrements =
is one of

necessary. The “line”
pessimism.

JAPA'NESE LOSSES

But a more" careful readlng of
the _casualty statlstles tells a c'hf-
ferent story. The Ainerican casu-
alties included Navy losses. The
Japanese casualties were those of
its land forces alone. Subsequent-
ly Nnmtz announced 100 Japan-
ese ships were sunk in the “Oki-
nawa period” and over 2500 planes
were dEStl‘O}"ed Take these total
losses and compare them ‘to total
American losses and the figures
are nearer 25,000 Japanese to 8500
Americans. In military terms, j;his
is a stupendous loss for Japan. Or-
dinarily, an invader loses two to
one. Two conclusions follow: Am-
erican military communiqués are
presented primarily for political
effect, not as accurate mlhtary
appraisals. Seeond]y. an invasion
of the homeland is assured of vic-
tory.

The exp!anstlon of course,
rests in the quantitatwe and qual-
itative. digereneeg between the
war machines, each reﬂee’t‘i‘ng the
industrial potential of the coun-
try. In simplest military language,

indication of strength. Rather, it | )
shows that Japan is down to its

last resources. Japariese sea power
is jbroken. It retains a diversion-
ary power, but: it is totally dis-
eounted as a ma]or factor. Japan-
ese-air power will soon face the
same -doom, In six months 1,000-
plane daily Taids on Japanese
home islands and key centers will
be routine. Even now, each large
B-20 raid has the same welght as
1,000 B-17's!

In land fighting, Japan has
achieved its Cassmos as, for ex-
ample; at Iwo, and ‘on land in Oki-
nawa. But, even here, losses are

in reverse of the ordinary mili- ..
dary calculations. Two to one for

the defender instead of for the. in-

'vader. In large-scale battles; even
Cassinos aren’t possible, as dem-,

onstrated in the Ph!hppme cam-
paign.

On the Japanese homeland, full
employment of armored forces,
artillery, tactical air forces, as

well as strafegic bombing, doom

Japan to a disastrous military de-
feat, greater even than that of
Germa‘-my The Japanese air force
is not the Luftwaf‘fe in any re-
‘spect. Nor is its army’ comparable
to the Wehrmacht.

shot as a hostage by the Gestapo. 4

| “point of concentration around which ‘grouped it-
' ‘self every revolutionary force Flanders could mus-

' a warehouse, to which he.gave the name, “Boek-
I ""handél to Proletarier”
"'* contained ‘shelves crammed to the ceiling with
" revolutionary ‘literature in ‘many languages, Not

B A e et

"'LEON”

a‘e I.EEN

London. 1945.

Lenn de Lee, the heart and soul of the' Fourth
Internationalist movement in. Flanders, has-been

Leon de Lee was no leader, orator, theoretician
or journalist. He was a simple worker, but one '
who distinguished- himself- fro_m mllhons of .others
by his comparatively high degree of . class-con-
sciousness. If he remained faithful to the. revolu-
tionary left wing . throughout his life, if he ;:hosel
the right path at all cross-roads, factional strug-
gles and splits, he did th,\s not from theoretical in- o
sight into the social relations, but by his infalli-
ble class instinet.

'WHAT HE DID _
“That is how Leon de Lee became, a veritable

ter, nationally and internationally. He became the
'living “British Museum” of Antwerp. His room in

(Proletarian Bookshop),

content to make a careful collection of :the' old-
established literature, to lend it and make it ac-
cessible to everybody, to sell or give away the.cur-
‘rent, literature—he published, in the name of the
Flemish group of the Fourth Internatmnal pam-
phlets by Trotsky and the Flemish papers.of the
Fourth International, “Klassenstrud” (Class Strug-
gle) and “De Vierde Internationale” (The . Fourth
Internatzonal )

RUSSIA’S ROLE

Pat in terms of statistics, as the
military does, a cost of 500,000
American casualties guarantees
the total defeat of Japan. Such a
loss is the maximum required to
exterminate the Japahese military
‘machine. This' fisure might be
much lower, Already Japan has
suffered over 100,000 casualties on

possible

book,

Leon de Lee gave not only his name, -but all
) technical help
Wort,” the organ of the German section of the
Fourth International, which, in spite of tremen-
dous difficulties, appeared in Antwerp until the
outbreak of the war. He took a very active part’
in the foundation of the German pubhshmg house
of the Fourth International, the “Editions de Lee”
which, besides a number of pamphlets by Trotsky
and Sedov, published Trotsky’s most important
“The .Revolution Betrayed,” for the Ger-

in publishing “Unser

its mainland from the bombings.

A figure of 1,000,000 Japanese
killed in the next six months by
wiping out their cities is not too
high. The blood bath in the Pa-
cific is gmng to be sickening.
Therefore, -the big question in

" A TRUE COMRADE

“ had to go in the evening to his kitchen where, af-

man edition of which no other publisher could be
found in all the world.

Leon de Lee had no office, no nameplate, no
publicity, and it was not so easy fo get hold of the
“publisher.” If you wanted to see him, you either

the Pacific,”in the calculations of -
the military, is Rusia,”The publi-
catibn of the lsaa.cs article is a

ﬂiplomatic way for the world to
be informed of it.,

While Isaacs only___]mses certain
questions, some answers can be
indicated. Russia is'already back-

, ter a long day's work, he helped his wife to Jook
after the children or see to the household; or you
had to find him at his place of work, a little dia-
mond grinding factory where he was the general .
handyman. In the yard of his little factory, in the
heart of Antwerp, you would ‘call eut “Leon™ and
a little, dark-haired man in dirty overalls would
appear. He would at once put aside his tools, a

this change of masters is no change at all. To all

mouths of the Allied imperialists came the cry

of “Down with the Nazis!” but they know well

how to practice the methods of fascism. Eagerly

are. 'begmmn

of the European workers, the carrying out of
the slave labor plans can onhly mean the contin-

uance of the unendurable starvation standards of '

“The target now is the Japan-
ese homeland itself,” writes Isaacs.
An open secret. But that doesn't

Japans fantastic losses are caused
by the aevas‘titing‘ly s'tl{)erinr fire-
power of .its opponent. Only one
of America’s Pacific fleets and a

ing the ’Chinese Communists The

blicket and broom, which he always seemled to
be carrymg with him, and would listen to your

_Inekeying for pusiﬂon in the mext

world war has already begun, as bower.

request -and give you all-the help that lay in-his

_ following the patterns set by their defeated Ger-

living.

man counterparts, the French capitalists now look
toward a promising future of huge profits and a
fettered working class. How better to line the

pockets of the'coal, steel and railroad magnates
. than by this guarantee of a cheap labor supply'* _

Her demands dlﬂering in only one a.spect from
those of her more powerful ally, the Soviet Union,
Frarnice plans to pay wages to her forced laborers,
th#s trying to evade the accusations of “slavery.”

The German workers know enly ico well what
it means to live under fascism. The French work-
ers are seeing their masters employing the same
fascist methods. The conclusion is all too obvious.
The explmted and oppressed of all natmns have

end the war, or rather, doeSn‘
comp‘tc American ﬂans 1n the
Pacific. 1t, only ,begins them. Ad-
miral Halseys article -in the . cur-
rent Collier’s ontlines them-—-—as
5 well as, lnﬁlmfng the contempt

common 'interests. Their mterests are in nddmg
the world permanently of all oppression.

And only the working people can do this job!

for civilian government expressed
therein. ;

small portion of its land forces
are winning a battle whosc stra-

.tegic - importance~ can -hardly “be
. over -estimated. ; Meanwhile, of
-course, othér ﬂeete and forces re-

hearse the D-Day .of the :g.el_ﬁe.
.Japan’s use of ‘“suicide squads”
in the air and on the sea is not an

is evidenced by the Polish: con-
tuversy Naturally, there will be

‘a -Yalta for the Pacific as there

was for _Europe. How else can
“public opinion” be satisfied? It
will mean no more for the Pa-

Whoever returns to. Antwerp today will find
many changes. Where a revolutionary center used,
to be, there is now a vacuum. But the most sad-
dening thought of all is that the call in the yard
of the old ‘diamond factory will forever remain .
unanswered. There has passed -away notan im-—""
personal revolutionary machine, but a- trlly hu-

cific than it does in Europe today.

man revolutionist, the heart of the Flemish WOrk-
ing class, Leon de Lee. ;

The flags in New York should have
béen at half-mast this past week. Not
only at half-mast, but draped in black
as well. Hizzoner Fiorello H. La
Guardia announced to an unstartled
populace, that he would not be a

- candidate for Mayor this year.

“The Maynr said that three terms
were ‘enough. Not that he eouldn‘t
be ree-lected mind you. The Mayor
reassured ~the electorate that he
could be, even on a “Chinese Laundry
Ticket”. It's only that he ain't so
Yoiing anymiore, And then one might
get stale, Oh, and there are other
dangers as well, such as getting bossy.
So-all in all, it's better that he should-

n't get elected again,_ancl so what
the hell is the use of running.

As a parting gesture the Mayor
launched an attack on his enemies,
in his usual plcturesque if somewhat
limited voeabu]ary The “poolroom
loafers”, “club-room loafers”, and just
plam unattached and unafiiliated loaf-
‘ers, bums, chiselers, tinhorns and

- such will rejoice, the Mayor assured

his audience. But that's hardly a
reason to run. And besides, maybe,
just maybe, he might not be re-
elected. A f

One category of “loafers”, however
didn’t rejoice. That category was a
dlﬁ?erent type of “loafer”, Such as the
hard working bankers, straining their
guts in the Union League Club, as
they bend over to pick up another
‘cocktail. Or maybe complaining about
the kind of scotch they're serving .,
these days, what with ‘shortages and
all that.

1S IT REALLY GOODBYE?

Their newspapers were just full of
praise. The editorial pages of The
New York Times, arid The New York
Herald Tribune were just full ‘of
praise. True, sometimes when -one
reads the editorial pages of these
gazettes, one thinks he is reading the
‘obituary columns. They're that in-
teresting at times. But when one
reads the fulsome praise that is only
reserved for the dead, then one knows
that they must be writing about a
good, good man. - ;

" Anyway, what is gone beyond re-
call, is gone beyond recall, and now
the bankers will have fo find a new
man to guardntee the interests on
their loans. The candidate will have
to have a few other virtues as well.
For one thing, he will have to be a
good listener, and have to know how
to say,' *Well, we'll see what We can

- .do about that,” For there will be-a

' fied with' Home Relief any more. It's

' to want ex-Brigadier General (and

Ed is a versatile man, and he'll get
around to- it sooner or later.:

The Republicans are experiencing
a rebirth of freedom: A happy world
can ‘be happier still, because ..the
Republicans are toying with the idea
of running an independent candidate.
This is really something. 'Cause then
they won’'t have:to worry every four
years about a Mayor who accepts
their votes, and then every four years
throws his support to a Democratic
candidate for President.

number of irritating problems for
the next Mayor.

The municipal employees for ex-
ample, have become very pestiferous
of late. Can’t deem to understand why
with the enormous rise in the cost of
living; they haven't received - much
of a raise in salary. La Guardia could
tell them, only he isn’t running
again. Seems like you have to keep
the budget in order, you know, or
else the bankers will have complaints.

Then until the sixty million jobs
come, a lot of Veterans will be ask-
ing for jobs. After all, the politicians
have made enough promises to them.
And the thousands of workers who
will be thrown out of work in the
process of reconversion may also
have the temerity to ask for decent
paying jobs. They might not be satis-

STAGE SET FOR DEALS

'Th'en also, a Republitan might not
be elécted, so maybe they can be per-
suaded to compromise their prinmpies
just a little bit, and support an
upstanding Independent - Democrat,
Joseph- McGoldrick. Could be, and
could be even more if the bankers
throw “their weight around a little
bit. Sometimes little things like that
make a difference. McGoldrick made
his reputation as a sound “financial

not so easy to be-a Mayor these days.
Problems, problems, all the time
problems.

WHO WANTS THE PAST?

Easy or not,,there are plenty of
aspirants for the job. The politicos’
are scurrying around like so many
ants in a beaten up ant pile. Com-
binations, deals, and maneuvering .« 5 "y g
are a dime a dozen.

‘First of all there are the Demo-
crats. They haven't exactly been
starving in the last twelve years.
After all, Roosevelt did throw them
a few jobs now and then, and. Tru-
man can be guaranted to throw them
a little more. But times may be get-
ting tough, and so every little bit
does help.

Right now, they seem to be having
differences, Some of the leaders seem

(Continued from page 1)
prices, and  the' 1942 level was al-
ready extremely high. Mr. Bowles
of OPA, you know, claims that there
has been very little increase in prices
since May, 1943.

However, says OPA, “our prices
must nof stand in the way of manu-
facturers who are anxious to make
the products for which the publie is
so eagerly waiting.,” Therefore, a
manufacturer may add higher labor
and material costs to his 1941 price
and use the result, IF IT IS HIGHER,
instead of his 1942 price. Production
comes _first, you. nnderstand and
» under -capitalism theére'is ‘ho prod’d‘
tion without good profits,

Meanwhile, price or subs1dy boosts
are being prepared for the meat,
steel, textile and other corporations
on the products they are mow iurn-

more important) present Distriet At-
tnrney O’Dwyer of Brooklyn. He got
to be a General the hard way, but
if he resigns as Distriet Attorney ‘of
Brooklyn now, it may be hard on
‘Boss Kelley- of Brooklyn, and Boss
Ed Flynn of the Bronx. 'Cause then
there might be a new District At-
torney and then there might be an
investigation, not that e\rerylhmg
isn’t honest and strictly on the up
and up, but why waste the tax-
payers money on investigations?
But Boss Flynn is giving the matter
his full attention, At present he’s a
little tired just havmg returned from
a diplomatic mission where he was~
compelled to match wits with Stalin
and the Pope. It's a little bit of a let-
down. to worry -about a- mundane
"“funicipal campaign, after extended-
intrigues in Moscow and Rome. But

prices out of a slimmer pay envelope
or out of miserable unemployment
insurance? You are supposed to have
big savings and great piles of war
bonds—what the goevernment . .calls
“pxcess purchasing power.” If you
really have any of this demrable

“gommodity,” vemember ‘that you are
only a worker, spend your savings,

‘ork’s Mayoralty Race Is On!

Labor Needs

ing out at profits already ‘very juicy.
How ~will -you .pay these higher

man,” in the capacity of La Guardia’s
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

As if O'Dwyer and McGoldrick
didn't have enough support, there
are ‘ofhiers to lend a helping hand.
There are the “independent” parties,
who are so devoted to.good govern-

ment. These are the Stallmzed Amer-

ican Labor Party, and the not ‘so
easily categorized Liberal Party.
Both of these  groups make - some
claim to being devoted to the “work-
ingman.” The heavens preserve labor
from such friends as these,

Their devotion consists of making
‘deals with ‘one or the other of the
old line ecapitalist parties. Run an
independent workers candidate for

vor? Never. It wouldn't sa.tisfy
the Kremlllnites. on the one hind, or
the college .profesors .and ossified

:trade pnion job: holders on the other.

All in all; it promises to be quite
a campaign.’ The Workers Party will
have more to say about. it next week,
and iry to clarify the stale air.

oy

and get back to normal—that is, into
debt.

Taxes

Your tax rate will not be changed
‘at all for the time being. The war
must be paid for. Neither will cor-
poration taxes drop except for a
small item, estimatéd to amount to
160 millions in 1946. However, those
big taxes, about whlch the corpora-
tions wail, haven’t really all been
taxes. Some have been “savmgs” ahd
to' aid in reconversion—so -that you
can have a job, of course—the sav-

_ings will be returned much sooner,

_than was rgmlsed These _payments
“hre ‘estifhated to Bmount to over 5%
billion in the next two years.

“The government admits that cor-
porations. are already in very, very
good financial condition. Still there
are . cxeeptions, especially among
smaller companies. And it would be

the small ones and not the large ones.
- Of rcourse! Of course- The CIO has
pointed out, on the basis of govern-
ment figires, that the manufacturers
~already have 20 billion dellars in re-
serve to payfor 4 Feconversion pro-
grn.m that will cost only 3 billm'ns
Union leaders: have erled: eut in
pain at Vinson’s whole program,

.very. hard to figure out a way to help .

Unable to control the Polish people
in any other way, Stalin has returned
to his frame-up method. He lured
sixteen leaders of the Polish under-
ground to a parley concerning then'
welfare and activity. And no sooner
were they w:thln reach than he has
clapped them into prison. on charges
specially prepared for the occasion.

From the first weeks when the
advancing Russian army -began to
approach the boundaries of Poland,
Stalin’s intentions were clear. He
wanted Poland. He had set up a very
carefully devised mechanism for
making Poland his. This mechanism
wias. called the Lublin Committee
and, though it was made up:entirely
of ‘GPU agehts and Russified. Polés,
it was to become the Polish “under-
ground.” If everything went as
planned, and-when Poland was “lib-

. erated,” it was to be his puppet Bov- |

ernment.:
Only a few minor details threat-

trike Weapon--

which is also Truman's program.
(Just a few months ago it was
Byrnes' program -and also Roose-
velt's. The men .change, The capital-
ist program remains).- But both AFL
and CIO leaders on the War Labor
Board have fervently renewed their
no-strike pledge, both for war and
for converted industries.

Walter Reuther, vice president of
the United Auto Workers-CIO, under
very heavy pressure from . his rank
and file, now ‘respectfully” suggests
and recommends to Vinson a pro-
‘gram, -good so far as it goes, to keep
take-home pay at its present levels
and to provide unemployment insur-

.rance equal to wages for a forty-hour

week.

The Auto Workers have previously
prnposeﬂ programs that go even fur-
ther t_han this one. These programs
were not worth the paper they were
written on, since no method was pro-
vided of getting them into effect. The
Same appiies to' Reuther’s new pro-
gram. The unions are at present eco-
nomwa.lly and politlcaily helpless As
we have often said, they cannot begin
to go forward until they junk the
no-strike pledge, ‘qhit the War Labor
" Roard, and’form ‘their otvn fully in-
dependent political party.

Russian C@n trol of Poland
‘Behind Arrest of 16 Poles

ened Stalin’s plan, such as the exist-
ence in London of the Polish gov-
ernment in exile, Wwhich alsé claimed
to represent the Polish underground
and the existence in Poland of a
REAL revolutionary undergmunﬂ
movement, which continued to exist
and to fight the Nazis in spite obtlle
greatest hardships. These two bodies
were a constant threat to Stalin's
dreams of power in Poéland. There-
fore, in - Stalin’s own terminology,
they would have to be liquidated—
and Stalin has been busy, for months

-try!ng to do exactly that. .

. First there were the Russian
troops, who “liberated”  Poland by
shooting : down or arresting every
Pole who was a member -of the real
Polish: underground who would not
bé Russified.

Recerit ‘developments like the ar-
rest of the sixteen indicate that, in
spite of Stalin’s well-laid plans, op-
position to Russian control of Poland
is widespread. Trained for nearly six
years in how to resist the Nazi in-
vader, it is apparently not difficult
to learn how to resist the Russian
invader also. And so Stalin had to
resort to tricks to call the under-
ground leaders out of hiding, to lure
them close enough to be snapped into
Russian prisons, to get them out of
the way for his Lublin Committee,
which has become ‘the *Polish” gov-
ernment.

On March 11, these leaders of the -

Polish ‘London government and the
underground, in hiding from the ter-
roristic NKVD, received written in-
vitations to meet with.General Ivanov

of the First White Russian Army re- |

garding the emergence from the un-
derground ‘of the anti-Nazi political
parties in Poland, a.nd the inclusion
of representatives of these parties in
the néw provlsmnal gnvernment
called for by the Yalta agreement.
A colonel and a _general of the Rus-
sian army gua.ranteed their safety
“on the honér of the Red Army of-
ficers.” :

Vicé - Premier Jankowski of the
Polish underground sent emissaries
to check the authenticity of the in-
vitation. He also conferred with one
of the Red Army officers and told
him that as soon as the Red Army
stopped arresting and shooting mem-
bers of 'the underground on sight,
the aforememtioned. political parties
would be perfectly willing to resume

" open activities. Affer “much maneu- -

vering back .and forth, the sixteen
leaders Wwent to meet with General

"authorities the right to arrest, _persons -

.cratic Poland.”

~of Warsaw in the fight against the .

. Some of the leaders ofthe under= =

Bnnk. :

Ivanov. None of them weturned, or’
have been heard from. since.

On May 3rd; under pressure at the
San Francisco Conference, Molotov "
finally admitted that the sixteen
Poles had been arrested on charges
of carrying on diversionist activities
behind the Red Army lines, such as
operating the radio with which they
kept in touch with London.

On May 11, the Lublin govern- -
ment sent a telegram to the U. S.
stating that, as the oﬂﬁmal “Polish” *
government they had given their
boss, Stalin, and the Soviet military

“charged with crimes against the Red
Army.” But they also reserved the
right to demand that the sixteen
prisoners be returned to them for
punishment, since they were guilty of
such horrible crimes “against the
very existence of resurgent, demo-

Molotov has left the San Francmco
parley, with the representatives of
the U. S, and Britain, in order fo set-
tle the delicate Polish - question: in
Moscow. In the megntime, Stalin has |
accomplished exactly what he in-
tended—the weakening of any ac~
tual or potential resistance to his
own specially-built Lublin' Polish
government. And he has said quite
firmly to his allies: “Hands off!”

The Lublin government is NOT .
“resurgent, democratic Poland,” and "
in no way represents the Polish re-
public. It is Stalin’s agent, pure and
simple, built on the bloody and ruth= -
less extermination of the real resur«
gent, democratic Poles, The latter '
were the martyrs déad. in the streets |

Nazis. They were the thousands ar-
rested and murdered by the adwvanes
ing, Red Army. They are the thou~ -

sands still in hiding from the NKVD.

ground are among the sixteen ‘Stalm o
kidnapped. i
What will happen to Stalins slx-|
teen hostages.is a moot point, ‘with
Stalin. refusing to produce tﬁeni, and
the Lublin government: clamm-ing
for their hides as:traitors. What has
happened ‘and .will continue to hap~
pen to the democratic .and i revolu-
tionary workers and peasants ‘of Po-
land, who want only peace.and free-
dom ‘from . all oppressors, - -whether
Hitler or Stalin, is not a moot: point,
They WERE - persecuted, ‘arrested,
killed by Witler. They:: Aﬁﬂ;beraeetrt-
ed, arrested, killed by Stalin, But
their struggle for freedom will go on}
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UNRRA: Club

I Cun'f Be Sald Often Enough— ,

!

Over Heads of The German Workers Are Not Guilty

llungry People

By Shirley Lawrence

NHERE is formidable evidence, which keeps mount-

ing, in the examples of Italy, Belgium, France,
Greece,. Yugoslavia, Albania and other countries, that
the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Adminis-
tration (UNRRA) is strictly an instrument for carry-
ing out big power policies—mainly those of Great Brit-
gin and the United States.

UNRRA has failed to function as a supply organiza-
tion in the liberated areas of Europe, despite its prom-
.ises of food, clothing, medicines, reintegration of dis-
‘placed persons, industrial and agricultural rehabilitation
and welfare services—this in the face of the most-in-
tense and urgent human need.

The war has dragged on for more than five years and
.conditions among Europe's starving masses Erow’ con-
tinually worse, for the effect of the Allied invasion has
" been to reduce rather than improve the standard of
living. About forty million people have been displaced
from their homes; hospitals and public services ‘are
completely broken down; there are no drugs; transport
-facilifies are reserved for military use only.

It would be mterestmg, in the light of, its failure, to
“/go back .to some of the original aims and purpo.ses of
the UNRRA.

“ First of all, it is highly ironic that the UNRRA was
set up at its foundmg_conference in November, 1943, as
.an. . “international agency, established by forty-four
United and Associated Nations to help organize the re-
.sources of the United Nations so that all liberated na-
t_-io_ns may have the same opportunity to relieve the suf-
__t_érlng of their people and start rebuilding their peace.”

“Supplies and services -are to be dispensed on the
‘basis-of the relative needs of the population in the area,
and without discrimination because of race, creed or po-
‘litical belief; these resnurces should at no time be used
as a political' weapon.”

Its record belies its principle'g.

SOME EXAMPLES OF UNRRA POLICY

1, Although the UNRRA was set up as an interna-
tional agency, the real powers behind it are the com-
bined boards (Combined Food Board, Raw Materials
‘Board, Combined Production and Resources Board and
Combined Shipping Administration Board), exclusively
Anglo-Ameérican institutions, which have-the last word
concerning the allocation of any commodity which the
/ UNRRA might wish to include in its list for relief.

The power of the British-American combination was
understandable, their policies equally so. During the war
they have established a virtual monopoly of supplies
and shipping. They are richest in foreign exchange and
have frozen the funds of many other countries.” Toge-
ther they have power that will be nearly irresistible
in the peace negotiations. They propose to keep that
power intact until the showdown, the period in which

" “the. major post-war political and economic decisiuns are
made.

' As it developed in practice, therefore, the pooling and
allocating of world resources meant denying the people
~ of the small nations that little relief they asked for.
Small wonder that, in these circumstances, most Euro-
pean countries were reluctant to apply to UNRRA for
help. It did not take them long to find out that if any-
thing was to be gained it was best achieved by bringing
to bear upon the combined boards what little pohtlcal
pressure they could ‘exercise.

"France and Belgium remembered that their colonies
could be brought intdo the unpleasant game of power
politics as’a valuable asset. The Norwegians found it
necessary to remind their British allies that Norwegian
seamen, at the risk of their lives, brought food, fuel
and other comfort. to Britain- while their own country-

. men at home were deprived of the barest necessities of
life. :

MILITARY ENTER THE PICTURE

' 2. 'When the military authorities were charged by
. ‘fgrmer “President Roosevelt with the main responsibility
for relief, they merely took away from UNRRA the main
part of its job.

3. The UNRRA has been steadily increasing its gen-
erously paid staff. By now its persormel in Washington,
London, Cairo and other capitals of the world includes
several thousands of employees, most 0‘ whom are bus-
-—1ly engaged in kicking their heels. '

At the same time, millions of Europeans .are going

without the necessities of- life. They are starving and
dylng An American member of the council of the
-UNRRA- stated that “every tenth man or woman you
pass on the streets' of Rome would soon be a corpse, and_
the same js true for Greece, parts of France, Belginm
-and Hulland.

Thousands of people in the liberated areas. have be-
-.come .convinced that once again, as after _World War I,
-food.is being used as a means to political ends.

During his visit to Italy last year, Prime Minister
Churehill, was pressed for an increase in the Ttalian
bread ration. That was at the time when the Italian
.votes in America had to be taken into- conmderatmn
Soon -after the American election, the ratmns were again
reduced.

.4 UNRRA will receive contributions of foreign ex-

change from member countries, but it can spend these
{unds only with the pnor approval of the donor coun-’
Y.

5.. UNRRA may aid in relocating displaced persons,
but' must first negotiate for the consent of the country
‘Whete they are and the country to which they want
t6 'go.

6. There has remained a consistent blind spot on the
question of relief for India, because of British pressure,
from the time of the terrible famine in India when re-
ports were coming in daily of the death of many' thou-
sands-of people from starvation and plague, Newspaper-
men were reporting instances of black market hoarding
by Indian: princes in collaboration with the British ad-
miinistration.

Fobn" AS POLITICAL WEAPON

" 7. .The: distribution of food in Greece was stopped
because ‘of the EAMs armed resistance to former Pre-
mier George Papandreous régime and in order to bring
pressure on the revolutionaries. '’

- 8. The trend of American foreign policy represents
a similar attempt to win control of parts of Europe by
hypocritical expression of sympathy for national inde-
pendence and by relief handouts. In Italy, where the
U. 8. has been most brutal in its attempts to stifle any
expression of the masses for national independence, and
in Belgium, where American troops were used against
striking workers, American foreign: intervention is as
direct as is the British,

9. The role of Russia, in refusing to let UNRRA enter
Yugoslavia or Poland, except on its own terms, should
be understood. If food is to be a club over the starving
people. of Poland, Stalin wants the club to be in his
hands, which explains why UNRRA was forbidden to
.enter Poland until the Allied powers came to terms with
Sta]in on Poland, giving in to his plans to reduce ittoa
Rusuan cnlony. 3

By M. HOWARD

There was a time when German people were -

just like other people. They were—at least the

common, ordinary people among them were—the

victims of Nazism, of the rule of a class and a
party devoted to militarism and dictatorship with
a fanatic zeal. They were people who wanted only
peace and food and security, like any other peo-
ple. And rit. was common, everyda)g ;knowledgﬂ
that they had been hatried-and hourided by.a fiend
named Hitler, and his henchmen until there was
little left of either peace, food or security for
them.
- Their children had been ‘taken from them,
.trained in youth camps and schools to idolize the
Feuhrer and the bestiality that he stood for. The
people themselves, if they weren’t Jewish, might
be allowed to live, providing they kept their
mouths shut, pretended to like what they saw
. around them, what was happening to their fami-
lies, their neighbors, their own lives. If they were
Jewish they were confined to ghettos, starved,
beaten, barely allowed to live, providing they
were among the fortunate few who were not
thrown into concentration camps or herded onto
some ‘death train that disappeared silently into
the mnight, forever,

But, no matter who they were, they were only
ordinary people, and they were the FIRST victims
of Nazi brutality. Not all of them, to be sure, but
bywand-large the great mass of them. They had a
reputation as a people with a great socialist. and
radical -tradition. They hated lack of freedom, as
all people hated it, but they had been ground down
under the iron heel of fascism. Therefore they de-
served the sympathy and the heip of all ireedom-
loving peoples.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST . THE PEOPLE '
Gradually, in the months sincé the Allied ar-

mies have been drawing nearer and nearer to the

heart of Germany, all of this has changed. Now
that German soil is actually overrun, one of the
vilest and most vicious of slander campaigns has
been launched against those same German people.
They are, suddenly, down to the most innocent
child in the street, criminals extraordinary. They
are “simrling “sneering,” ‘naturally arrogant
. hordes” 'who “wielded the whip "hand for so long”!
*They are ageused, en masse, ot every crime com-
mitted by their rulers.

Probably the least crime of which these inno-
cent, much abused and long-suffering people have
been accused is that of what Orville Prescott, in
the New York Times, calls “guilt of witness—not
protesting, not trying to prevent crimes” in which
they had no part. And yet in his own paper there
are almost daily reports of attempted mutiny in

Russia Bids for Colonial Control--
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economic

various cities of the Reich.

There is Regensburg, where a great crowd
gathered in the main square of the city to demand
the death of their Nazi governors—only to have
their priest and their leader knocked down and

- beaten by -SS troops before their eyes, and hanged
- as a terrible example of the annihilation that

would meet any spread of this pnpu]ar upr:smg
of the peuple .

: There is Breganz, where disorders ate reported
among the citizens, and civil war between: mem-
bers of the Hitler Youth and the people of the
city.

There is the Swedish report that German sail-
ors had engaged in bitter fighting with Storm
Troopers ‘in Rostock after a mutiny. And the re-
ports that whole companies of German marines
had mutinied in Kiel. To be sure, not all of these
reports may be entirely authentic. Equally certain
is the fact that there are other instances of civil
war, mutiny, rebellion, that have never been told,
that have.never reached any neutral source from
which they could be. reported.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

We do not claim that much-publicized atrocity
stories, NAZI atrocity stories, are not true, or
even that they are much exaggerated. Undoubt-
edly a great many of them are, terribly and hor-

ribly, true. But they are what we have called,

them—NAZI atrocities. Not, as they have sud-
denly become in the bourgeois press, GERMAN
atrocities. They were planned and executed by
NAZIS,- FASCISTS, HITLERITES, who needéd
them as a weapon with which to bludgeon the Ger-
man people into submission and silence. The

corpses that are being dug up in the death camps"

now, the scientific ‘slaughter-houses for human
beings that NAZI ecriminals worked out and

caused fo be built, are not only the corpses of Jews

and Russians and Frenchmen and. prisoners from
_all .the other countries that Hitler over-ran. They
are’ ‘also the corpses of the fathers, brothers sis-
'ters, relatives and friends of thes¢ same ordinary
German people who have so recently become erim-
inals of equal guilt with Hitler. Far from not pro-
testing, not trying to prevent crimes (as they are
accused), here are the corpses of Germans who
did protest—and who were arrested, tortured and
‘murdered for their protest!

We should be impressed by these atrocity sto-
ries now coming out of Germany. The pictures of
death camps that the Signal Corps has brought
into every motion picture theatér, the shocked
stories of !the congressmen sent over to “investi-
gate,” ‘the stories that are in every daily paper—
these should impress us deeply. They should show
us why there has been, in all these years, no revo-

penetration of the

perpetual sourge of cheap

lution in Germany. They should show us the rea-
son for the distrust and fear written on the faces
of the German people who watch Allied armies
overrun their country. These are people whom
brutallty has stepped roughly on, who have been
beaten and starved and murdered, as well as prop-
agandized, for the last decade. They are not.crimi-
nals; they are the people against whom crimes
have been committed!

There are criminals in the Reich—there is no
doubt of that. Criminals who deserve as brutal
treatment as they have meted out, or caused to
be meted out. .

First there are the members of the SS, the
Storm Troopers, the Gestapo, the Hitler Youth,
the trained and schooled murderers who are, in
all probability, far beyond the reaches of re-train-
ing and re-sc]iooling. More than that, there is the
vast spiderweb of the Nazi Party officials and
petty officials and hangers-on—all the henchmen
and hangmen of Hitler’s organization—all the tiny

links in the chain of brutality, murder, dictator- _

ship that is Nagism,

But, most important of all, there are the Ger-
man industrialists, the German big business men,
the German capitalists, who supported and main-
tained Nazism for the profits and the prestige it
gave them, for the chaos and revelution-it saved
them from. And there are the French, British and
American capitalists who poured money into Ger-
man coffers through cartels and international busi-
ness organizations.

"* These are the criminals—the criminals whom

the working class of the world, TOGETHER WITH

‘THE GERMAN WORKING CLASS, should rec-
ognize and punish. Because Gernmian workers were
the FIRST victims, does not make them any the
less vietims—certajnly does not make them co-
criminals.

German, Austrian, Czech, Polish, French, Nor-

_wegian, Danish, Italian—whatever their national-

ity—it was the people, the working class, who
were always the vietims of fascism and nazism. It
is they .who will continue to be the victims unless
they recognize their international solidarity and
strength, and put it to use.

The German people, well versed by now in dic-
tatorship, will not be fooled for long by ‘this im-
position of one dictatorship in place of another.
American workers should not be fooled by a gov-
ernment which cries aloud “democracy” at home,
and imposes dictatorship on workers in Germany,
to. make them pay for the crimes of their rulers.

Now is the time to declare our solidarity with
the German working class—against dictatorship,
whether fascist, or “democratic” capitalist—for-
ward, to the freedom of all the people of Europe!

)

labor, States, Britain, Germany or Japan—

hreat—but so mild a threat—

mocracy,” they, the ones who have

the most to gain by freedom and de-

mocracy, are completely demed the
benefits of it.

The Russians are now trymg‘ to

assure them that at some time in the

" future, if only they will be patient

and wait, the altruistic Allied powers -

will deliver them from their bond-
age.

These are the very same powers
that have kept them in bondage. In
the name of what rhyme or reaghn
can they be expected to free them
from their yqke? '

A POWER POLITICS GAME

The truth of the matter is that the
entire dispute over 1irusteeships is
only another part of the game of
power politics. Britain and, to a still
greater degree, France have been
immeasurable weakened by the war.
The retention and complete and ah-

soltite exploitation of the colonies is
a 'lifq' and death ¢oncern-to them.
Therefore they oppose anyone else
moving in on their territory. And
they have good reason to be fright-
ened, For there are others who eye
their rich colonies in Africa, the Near
East and Asia enviously. The United
States is one of these powers.
Having emerged from the war as
the strongest world power, the
United States still feels incapable of
unilaterally taking actions that might
indicate the existence of concerns
other than of the most mora)] char-
acter. Russia’s proposal can lead to
the formation of a bloe with the
United States. The United Stales:
has been using the trusteeship for-
mula from the very beginning as a
means. of broadening the degree of

world. Now it can have an idealistic
coloration. Russia can hope to win
the same snppnrt of the United
States in its own penetration of eqst-
ern and central Europe. Buit Asia.
Here is an area charged with dyna.-
mite.

None of the powers in the world
today are interested in the freedom
of the colonial peoples. Colonies are
an integral part of the capitalist struc-
ture of exploitation. From the colo-

“ nies they derive enormous . profits
and dividends. The colonies are a

cheap raw mateM™als and rich and ex-
clusive markets. And even if these
weren’t major considerations, and of
.course they are, they still wouldn't
be in favor of the liberation of a
single colony.

ALL EXPLOITED SHOULD UNITE

For the struggle of the exploited
peoples in the colonies is only part of
the greater struggle of all humanity
to achieve fireedom and socialism,
The. workingman in every ecountry
in the world — be it the United

of Greece.

town of Agrinion.

examination.

a league does really exist but

Reaction in Greece Grows

It happened recently in the cnhes. villages“and islands

Members of the government's National Guurd sei' fire
to the offices of the workers organizations and destroyed
the printing presses of the newspaper Popuicr Voice in the

Twenty-eight lawers who had been defending EAMites
in court were arrested by the Athens police. They were
released after several hours of gruelling, coercive cross-

In the town of Mesologgi, 300 citizens suspected of ac-
tive republican leanings were arrested. :
. On the island of Cephalonia the Quislings were set free
from prison and went around terrorizing the population.
. The same commander who served under the Quisling,
Ralli, was left in command of the island of Zante.

In the village of Levidi, in Arcadia, the resistance lead-
ers have been forced to flee to the mountains to'save them-
selves from the reactionary terror. '

The labor press revealed that the royalist army officers
are organized in a "Military League,” whose chief purpose
is to force the menarchy back on Greece should the people
vote against it. The royalist press boldly admitted that such

the country against "communism.”
Royalist officers who collaborated with Hitler's com-

mand and who still hold high posts in the government have
launched a terror campaign in the outskirts of Athens.

that its function is to protect

Labor Leaders and UNCIO--

(Continued from page 1)
Citrine, Louis Saillant and M. Tara-
sov, respechvely of the United States,
England, France and Russia.

“We believe that the 60 million
workers whom we represent must be
given a voice in the determination
of the historic issues which your con-
ference is called upon tfo _decide.”
Thus modestly did the laborites—still
hat in hand—state the case for labor.

The demand concluded with a mild
“that
the workers whom we represent
would find it difficult, indeed, to un-
derstand the refusal of your confer-

.ence to give their representatives an
official consultative status so that
their views on these crucial questions
mlght bé effectively presented and
fully explored.”

If anything has ben done up on
Nob Hill about the Oaklanders' de-
mand for recognition at San Fran-
ciseo or about their two amendments,
that fact has not been blazoned in
headlines. In fact, careful reading of
the New York press reveals no word
of news on either topic.

Thus have the representatives of
60,000,000 organized workers in thirty-
five to forty countries of the world,

taken it on the chm—-—the blows be-
ing handed out by the imperialist
statesmen of the Big Three. It is a
humiliating spectacle, this begging
to be recognized.

And the liberal reporter I, F. Stone
writes in The Nation: “To be quite
frank about it, the conference, for
all its glamour, is a meeting of
preity much those same old codgers
to whose fumbling we owe World

War II . . .. Given the same men,

the same parties, the same social

has a vital interest in seeing to it
that all forms of colonial exploitation
are abolished. They have an interest
. in seeing to it that all of these_back-
ward countries, backward because
their imperialist masters have kept
them that way, receive their full
and unconditional independence.

Once, when Russia was a revolu-
tionary power, before it had degen-
erated to the rule of the Stalins and
the Molotoffs, it understood this. It
never called on the capitalist ‘powers
to liberate its colonies. It knew that
anybody who told a single colonial
that this was possible was only an
enemy of the cause of national in-
dependence and the fights of all peo-
ples to self-determination. It" knew
that suggestions of this type could
only serve to sow illusions, and to

decapitate the fight of the" people
for their right {o independence. But
that was the Russia of Lenin and
Trotsky, and this is the Russia of
Stalin. \

The peoples in the colonies them-
selves, in alliance with the working-
men in the advanced countries, are

the only force that can achieve their
independence. No alliances or series
of alliances among any of the powers
can serve as a substitute, The colo-

nial peoples must develop the pow-

erful forces that already exist in
their own countries. They must see
that their interests are one and the
“same with the workers. of -all coun-
tries. Only in this is there any hope
for their future.

systems, can one expect a different
result?”

These are the “old mdgers" before
whom labor representatives stand—
hat in hand—at a time when labor's
responsibility is to take leadership—
to blaze the trail to a new social
system. But these labor representa-
tives begging at the backdoor of the -
imperialists are themselves old cod-
gers with antiquated ideas of class
collaboration. If the world’is to be,
saved from even bloodier wars and
a lapse into. utter barbarism, labor .
will have to project a new coura-
geous leadership.

Smarqulstas.
Fascist Party
in Mexico

By John MacDonald

ARGARET SHEDD, an author and student of

Mexico and other Latin American countries, has
written an article in the April Harper’s magazine on the
Sinarquistas. They are, as is quite evident from her anal-
ysis, the fascists of Mexico. It is hard to understand,
then, why she hesitates to call them fascists. She says
that they object to the term and call it “unfair,” and
she thinks perhaps they're right, for-the movement is;
more complex than just old-fashioned fascism. (It would
be enlightening to know just exactly what Mrs. Shedd
considers fascism to be.) With this body blow she pro-
ceeds 'to analyze the Sinarquistas (we won’t call them
that naughty name “fasecist”) with ‘completeness.

If a person who understood fascism’s direction and
motivation thoroughly were asked to draw up a program
for a fictitious Fascist Party in Mexico he could without
any trouble draw up the program of the Sinarquistas.
There might, of course, be variations in method and ap-
peal but in all other things our fictitious program would
parallel beautifully the program of the Sinarquistas as
Mrs, Shedd reports it.

Before we begin to look at Sinarquism we should
like to emphasize a point of Mrs. Shedd's that the move-
ment is a very important thing to know about, for the
future of South America hangs under its threat just as;
of course, the future of North America hangs under a
similar threat. And we know that Mexico exerts a
strong influence on her neighbors to the south.

WHAT IS THIS MOVEMENT?

Sinarquism is. a well armed movement which does
not call itself a party because it doesn’t believe in using
established means to come o power. An essential part
of its doctrine is “jefe,” a mystical term meaning “Feuh-
rerprinzip” or principle or leadershipy This semi-mystié
property is .an important part; of any fascist program :
Here is the “national idea,” the heroic martyrs of Sinar-
quism, the celebrations which combine a worship of tra-
dition—the church, the hero Herman Cortes, the Virgin
of Guadalupe and many others—all with propagandistic
‘appeal typical of fascists everywhere pmmlsmg every
group and class what they want.

Mrs. Shedd gives some fine examples of their slogans:
“Compesina, la tierra sera tevya”—“Peasant, the land ~
will be yours! Yours only, as a woman is yours. For the
politico? No! For the exploiters? NO! For this you have
fought! For this you have bled!” This is strong talk for
a peasantry enslaved through the centuries dating from
Cortes, the Spaniard who brought “civilization” to Mex-
ico, who arrived and found a higher civilization than his
own but with two major deficiencies—gunpowder and
Christianity. So gunpowder was used to make Christians
out of the people and incidentally to relieve them of a
regrettable excess o( gold found in their shrines and
temples.

In place of the German fascists’ famed program of
twenty points, Sinarquism has a sixteen-point program
promising all sorts of social reforms. This is quite para-
doxical with the fact that they repeatedly and -cons
sistently oppose such reforms, not only with words, ac-
cording to Mrs, Shedd, but occasionally with sticks and
stones and threaten with a large and well orgamzéd
army,

TURN]NG THE CLOCK BACK

Another avowed purpose is to liguidate the Mexzcan
revolution of the past generation. This “revolutiof® may
surprise many readers familiar with Mexico's recent
current history. What they consider revolution was the
cautious land reform that former President Cardenas
began. This they have resolved not to reform but to
demolish!

To have complete fascist trappings we must have
scapegoats, and .the Smarqulsts, not to disappoint us,
have set up the usual ones. They are primarily the Com-
munists and the Jews, with two more peculiar to a Latin
country. The latter are the “imperialist Gringo” (tdo
much competition with their own imperialism) and the
Protestant. missionary.

1 Here we have the Sinarquists whom Mrs, Shedd
doesn’t like to ecall fescists. Let us recognize them for
their threat to the smallest reforms, as a strong.and po-
tentially stronger threat to this continent. They repre-
sent the most backward and reactionary elements in
Mexico today, with a program that is coldly logical and
calculated to enrich the landowners and capltallsts at the
expense of the peasants and workers,

Member of Workers Party—Active Trade Unioniét.
Fell in Action on Okinawa Island, April 7, 1945

It is with a sense a great personal loss that we °
announce the death of our comrade, Jack Pierce
of Philadelphia. He joined the Workers Party at
the age of 17, was an energetic ‘and aggressive
militant in his shop and trade union, His happy-
go-lucky nature made friends for him everywhele

Jack's  activities were cut short in February,
1943, when he was conscripted to fight in ‘a war
which he had opposed with might and main. He
entered the Army with the rest of his generation,
knowing that only those who share its burdens
could contribute to their understanding.

After serving in- specially - dangerous assign-
ments during the Philippines campaign, he was
,agai thrown into action on Okinawa. It was here
that his active young life was snuffed out in the
heat of battle at the young age of 21.

Jack expressed his determination to carry on
the struggle for a new and warless world in a.re-
cent letter with these words: “After this war,
damn it, nothing could possibly seem as impor-

tant to me as the getting back to fight for a new
soczetv to end war for all time.”

We salute this yoyng warrior for working class
liberation. The only monument which we can
build to him will be a world of socialism and in-
ternational brotherhood. j

Members of the Philadelphia Branch,
Workers Party.
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