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A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

ONE CENT

Sugporf the Struggle of theiUMWA -

By ROY GOULD

CHICAGO—Negro workers in the

Chigaco area, engaged in essential
war work and -earning over one dol-

lar per hour, are being dismissed from -
their jobs upon insistence of U. S.

government agencies and ordered

- back to Mississippi to work in the

cotton fields at one dollar per day.

This is the job freeze in operation.

In the most recent case the U. S.
Employment Service at Joliet, Illi-
nois, directed war plants to dismiss
William Williams, William Greene

- and Sam Adams. It was required to
do so by the Federal Farm Extension
Service in Mississippi—a subsidiary -
of the War Food Administration.

One of the men was working as a’,
machine helper at $1.06 per hour and i
was dismissed for having left without? -
permission, his Missigsippi job wh:ch
had paid $1.00 per day.

The Joliet CIO Council and the
NAACP have taken up the defense.
However, instead of gefting to the
root of the evil—the freezing of
workers on their jobs—these organi-
zations are trying only to get the
jurisdiction of the three men trans-
ferred from the Mississippi to the
Illinois Farm Extension Service. This
would _not restore the men to their
factory jobs butrwould, get them agri-
ciltural jobs in Illinois. :

Thus, the Federal govern‘ment,- un-

From $1 an Hour
to $1 a Day!

der guise of the President’s War Pow-
ers, is supporting peonage and re-
establishing a new set. of fugitive
slave laws. Although they have not
yet actually tried to extradite run-
away slaves they are taking away
their other means of livelihood and
forcing the runaways back under
threat of starvation. Such practices
were supposedly abolished by the
Civil War and the 13th Amendment
to the Constitution.

(LABOR ACTION has previously '

detailed how the planters of South-
east Missouri are using the manpower
controls to put in bondage the day
laborers and share croppers of that
region. See LABOR ACTION for
Feb. 19, 1945.)

The constitutionality of the War
Manpower Commission has frequent-
ly been questioned. Every worker
who is tied to his job—to make prof-
its for private enterprise—knows
that ' this is wrong. Everyone con-
demns, slave labor in Germany. Now
the U. S. capitalists and their govern-
ment begin to imitate Germany—they
are bringing Hitler's methods here.

Free American workers: Members
of the CIO in Joliet are being forced
into ordinary slavery. The CIO and
the NAACP are only half way tak-
ing up the challenge. It is up to us,
fellow workers. Put an end to the job
freexe. Put an end to using thée war
as an excuse to enslave us,

Strike Vote at
Cramp’s Ship

PHILADELPHIA—Banner headlines
in this city’'s daily press saying,
“Cramp’s Warned to Produce or Lose
Navy Work,"” was the Navy's answer
to a motion passed at the meeting of
Local 42, CIO Shipbuilders Union, fil»
ing 30-day notice to strike unless the
company backed down in its newly
composed ‘“‘prison house” regulations.

These new regulations were posted
on Saturday March 17, in open and
direct violation of the company’s eon-
tract with the union. The “coritract
provides that all major changes in
working conditions must be first dis-
cussed with the union and agreed
upon. The first notice the union re-
ceived of these. drastic new regula-
_ tions was when they suddenly ap-
peared on the bulletin boards.

PENALIZING WORKERS
The new “prison house” rules set

up a system. of so-called demerits -

which are given workers by their
foremen and supervisors for viola-
tions of a list of twenty-one different
possible offenses. When a worker re-
ceives 100 demerits he is automatl-
cally fired.

The system of demerits decrees that
a man “using abusive language”  to
his superiors will get fifty demerits.

Using abusive language is, therefore,
the sole privilege of foremen and su-

.pervisors when speaking to the men.

However, the men are expected to be
careful in their choice of words so as
not to abuse the tender ears of man-
agement. ‘Other demerits are as fol-
lows: “loafing”—20;
toilet”—40; being “off the job"—40;
being late—5, and so forth. Once a
man has demerits marked up against
him, he can only “work théem off” by
“behaving” himself at the rate of 10
per month.

The demerits are to be handed out
after a “hearing” before a commit-
tee- of foremen! The management
must have thought they already had
a slave labor bill passed when they
arranged for this kind of “court mar-
tial” procedure. Everyone knows how
much of a chance a worker has when
brought before a foremens' committee
under charges by another foreman.

UNION'S ACTION

~The meeting of the local 42 mem-
bership on Sunday,.the day following

/- the posting of the new regulations,

voted to serve a 30-day strike notice

“under the Smith-Connally Act. It is

(Continued on page 2)

Negroes Lead Californicy Rent
Strike Over Discrimination

Goaded into action by the high-
handed and discriminatory practices
of the Richmond, Calif., Housing Ad-
ministration, the United Negroes' of
America, an all-colored organization,
has been conducting a rent strike at
the federal public housing  projects
in Richmond sihce January 15.

The history of the Richmond Hous-
ing Administration is as wretched a
record of arrogance, dlsregard for
the tenants of the project, -outright
Jillegality and racial discrimination as
can be found anywhere in the:coun-
try.

The investigation by the United
Negroes of America reveals that al-
though theé Negroes in Richmond
constituted approximately twenty
per cent of the total population of
the city in March, 1944, they had re-
ceived less than six per cent of fed-
eral public housing and none of the

FHA housing. This investigation re-:

veals that at that time 26,611 dwell-

Jns units had heen relessed !er oc- i

cniaaney by FPHA, of-whlch. Negroes

"had received only 1,472. A total of

6,000 dwelling units had been re-
leased by FHA in Richmond and
none for Negroes.

This situation caused the worst
imaginable congestion of Negroes
living and working in the ecity of
Richmond. There were hundreds of
instances where as many as fourteen
people were living in one bedroom
unit and where families of ten or
twelve people were living in a trail-
er six by ten feet.

PROTEST AT CITY COUNCIL -

At the time the UNA conducted
this investigation, twelve buildings
or ninety-six apartments had been
ready for occupancy for three months
but the Richmond Housing Adminis-
tration had steadfastly refused to re-
"lease any of ‘them to Negroes. The
UNA, therefore, marched as many
people as could jam -into the City

(Continued on pageé 2)

“loafing in the

'Roosevelt’s Production Awards

Coal Companies Can Pay
Miners’ Royalﬂes-Eas:ly

.Weé hear a good deal about the unreasonable demands
and threats of the coal mitters, little about the proﬁts of
the mine owners.

!..et‘s examine the profits of a few typical coal com-
panies—profits after taxes. First, two bituminous com-

Pittsburgh Coal reduced its debt from over 18 mil-

“lions in 1939 to less than three millions in 1944, Look

back at the profit figures and you will see that they do
not tell nearly the whole story. Pittsburgh Coal also in-
creased its working capital (funds for ready use) from
914 millions in 1939 to over 1414 millions in 1943, Other

panies:

Pittsburgh Coal Co. 1939 1943 1944
Sales e $ 35,800,000 56,300,000 60,900,000
Profits ... —1,070,000(loss) 1,770,000 3,310,000"

Peabody Coal Co. (April, 1939-40) (April, 1943-44)
Sales . $22,270,000 43,040,000
Profity ... . 380,000 1,950,000

Now a few anthracite companies, likewise typical:

Glen Alden Coal Co.

69,300,000

companies have similar records.
Their plans? To modernize and mechanize and thus
cut their labor costs. They can do all this and still show
profit increases of 1,000 to 1,500 over. pre-war figures.
The industry is more than willing to admit, Business
Week informs us, that its recent gains are due to short-
age of other fuels and to “government approval of com-
pensatory prices increases to balance...

higher labor

For the five companies listed above, sales in 1944

. were twenty-three per cent higher than in 1943; prefits

Salés ... 42,800,000 59,400,000 costs.”

Profits . 300,000 3,300,000 4,400,000
Lehigh Coal & Navigation Co.

Sales ... 22,000,000 32,400,000 37,400,000

Profits __ 20,000 2,690,000 3,380,000 per cent higher,
Lehigh Vslley Coal Co. i

Sales ... 16,700,000 21,000,000 24,500,000

Profits ... 1,840,000 price increases.

By M. HOWARD

The war - wealthy meat packers
have been putting on a good show in
Washington these last two weeks in
an attempt to get more profits by
upping already high meat prices. In
a hearing before the Senate Banking
and Currency Committee, lobbyists
for these “poor” profiteers have ac-
cused OPA head, Chester Bowles, of

bias against them and .have demand-

ed an upward adjustment of one to
two eents per pound on the price of
choice livestock. They argue that due
to ‘present ceiling prices on meat,
they ¢an't possibly ‘make any profit!
- OPA head, Bowles, has fought hard

against them. He has also iought-_hard
against CIO pressure. that the ¢eilings
be lowered. He's obviously the man-
in-the-middle, who’s trying desper-
ately to maintain the policies he set
up in the first place. In fact, he's
fighting so desperately that he has
already allowed interim price con-
cessions to the meat pac_kers!

TAFT: PUPPET ON A STRING

Speaking, on behalf of the meat
packers has come a long procession

of driveling senators who haven't.

forgottén the packers' campaign con-
tributions whieh helped them -into

office,’ Foremost among these is Sen-’

(and, as we have seen, they don’t tell nearly all). sixty

The miners were given some wage concessions in
1943 and the owners some more thar “compensatory”

ator Taft (Republican from Ohio),
who has gone to bat again and again
during the testimony, claiming that
OPA is directly violating the law
when it doesn’t allow a reasonable
margin of profit to processors of ag-
‘ricultural products. Twice he has
cited the particular plight of E.

Kahn’s Sons & Co., Cincinnati meat

packers, who, he claims, just can’t
get along if OPA doesn’t raise ceil-
ing prices on meat,

Two things stand out if you take a
good look at the all.eged “plight” of
'this firm:

1. E. Kahn's Sons & Co. earned
$220,000. profits 'in 1944, This is what

BULLETIN—With thirty out of ninety areas already polled as we

go to press, the overwhelming majority of miners have voted in

favor of a strike to back the demands of their union in the NLRB-
conducted election. The contract will have expired at midnight
Saturday. The operators have offered a $1.00-a-day increase to
the miners, but have shown no inclination to accept the propoaul
of a royalty of ten cents a ton to provide miners with me({lcul
facilities, hospitalization, insurance, etc. Whether the "no con-

be seen.

By MIKE STEVENS -

Soft coal miners in 700 mines cast
their ballots on Wednesday, ,March
28, in a government-conducted strike
vote. There is no doubt in anybody’s
mind but that the overwhelming bulk

. of the soft coal miners in this coun-

fry will have voted to go on. strike
when their union agreement expires
on April 1st, unless the coal owners

meet their union demands.

In the meanwhile, contract nego-
tiations between' the United Mine
Workers and the miners entered
their fourth week. Also looming on

the horizon is the hard coal miners’
union agreement which expires on

April 30. The wage scale committee
of the hard coal miners is' already
in session, and the union has asked
for a strike vote to be taken among
the hard coal miners.

GOVERNMENT SEIZURE?

The government would like to
crack down on the ‘miners’ union
right. away, but it knows that the

passive mood. v mmiar
While the proﬁt gorged owners

don’t want to give up anything to the '

miners and fear a strike (but under
the Smith-Connally Act the workers
cannot go on strike wherever there
has been a governmental seizure of
property), nevertheless they, too, fear
government seizure of the mines.
Government seizure may be pro-
longed. It brings to the fore con-
sciousness of the validity of nation-
alizing the mines, taking them away
from their owners, abolishing profits,
running them for the benefit of the
men whoe work them. A prolonga-
tion of negotiations by seizure also
jars them with the fact that while
pay increases may be retroactive,
price increases the owners will de-
mand are not.

Lewis has dispelled the 111usaon—-
if such examples as the Montgomery
Ward seizure were not strong enough
—that seizure by the government
benefits the workers. The govern-’
ment continues tg hand over profits
to the owners.

The union leadership may accept
extension ©of the agreement after
April 1, continue negotiations, and
run the whole gamut of governmen-
tal boards in order to present their
side of the story to the public and
to try to show that they are really
trying to reach a settlement without
resorting to a strike.

But the real decision will come
from the mine workers themselves.
If the negotiations continue after
April 1st and the owners keép stall-
ing and refusing the demands of the
miners, the miners will go on strike.
Of, if the government “takes over”
the mines and continues the same
game .as the coal owners, as it un-
doubtedly will, the coal miners will
go on strike, whether they have the
sanction of their union leaders or not.

It is not John L. Lewis who ¥ push-
ing the miners into action. It is the
coal miners themselves who are in-
sisting that their union leadership do
something about the miserable con-.
ditions under which every miner
works and lives.

When the coal miners went to vote

" last Wednesday, they were given a

'they mea.n when they say NO profits!

2. Louis W. Kahn, president, and
Albert H. Kahn, treasurer of the firm,

each confributed $500 to the Repub- -

lican National Committee last year,
and $100 to help Taft win his own
bitterly contested primary fight!
The connection between politics
and price control couldn't be 'put

- more clearly. The meat packers pay

the money that gets the senators
elected, so that when so-called emer-
gencies like this come along the sen-
ators will fall all over themselves to
protect the meat packers' interests.

In spite of exorbitant profits earned
in 1944, senators like Taft will tell:

“tract, no work" credo of the miners will be invoked remains: 'I'o

ballot which contained an “explana-
tion” of the means that exist to settle
disputes without going on strike. The
miners were not fooled by the gov-
ernmental agencies listed. They know
that -all of these “agencies” lead up
te blind alleys of confusion, red tape
and finally burial grounds for ‘all
workers" demands. Following: this

“explanation” on the ballot the min- -

ers read the following: “Do you wish

to permit an interruption: of war pro- -

duction in wartime as a résult of this '’

dispute?” This is where the miners
placed their *Yes.”

,The miners vofed "Yes" b‘eéai_.lse
they, better than anyone else, could
see through this “impartial” ballot.
They were not swayed by the radio
and newspaper propaganda because
they knew the lies a little better
than others. They were told that they
were making a lot of money, that

demands were un-American and ‘that

TpN CENTS'A TON_ . .,

‘The most talked abaub and’ abused
demand of the miners in the' present
négotiatiornis %is: the {én .cents a ton

- tHey were absentees, that their union
* the industry cannot afford them. But g

1 the mmers know "better.
miners are not in: avery pleasant or -

royalty to ‘be used -for “medical and

surgical service,” hospitalization, in-

surance, -rehabilitation 4and. économi¢ °

protection.”*  The. mihé oWhérs and:
the newspapers claim that this is un-

American and. besides it would raise ',

the price of the.consumet’s coal.

‘u

The miners know that this is a lie, °

Sécrelary Kennedy of the UMW has
stated: “In the South and in many
sections of *the Northerh portjon of"
the coal industry the operators for
many years paid a royalty from five
to ten cents per ton into a common
fund for the purpose of keeping the
United Mine Workers out of those
fields. In other words, the fund was
raiséd for the purpose of protecting
their employees. from the UMW.”
Congressmen and newspapérs did not

claim it was un-American then, nor

did they cry for the poor consumer.
*This demand of the miners need
not raise the price of coal. Profits in
the coal industry have increased a
thousand fold in the past“few years.
Dividends for 1944 were 8.4 per cent
over the previous year. Coal profits
in 1944 rose so high that even the
business papers admitted that more
profit was being shown in.the coal
industry than in the railroads,"where

~everybody was admitting fabulous

fortunes were being made. Wall
Street stocks in ‘the coal industry
were quoted at figures 280 per cent
above the August, 1939, leve]. Dur-
ing the debate in the Senate last
year on the Smith-Connally bill it
was brought out that one company,
the Glen -Alden, from 1939 to 1944
had over 1400 per cent rise in profits
after taxes were deducted, from
about $300,000 to $4,400,000,

Sinee 1939 the company’s sales rose
only forty per cent. In. other words,

coal is being mined at a cheaper rate, !

the owners are being paid more
money by the government and the
tonsumers, the company - owned
stores are robbmg the miners and
the safety of the mines and of.the
miners’ homes is being neglected. ...

(Continued on page 3)

Senator Taft Represents His "Consmuents’ !

the long sad tale to the Sénate Bank-
ing and Currency Committee that
the meat packers just aren’t earning
enough to get along, and- that if OPA

doesn’t raise the price ‘of meat to,

help them out, they’'ll just have to
continue diverting choice meat into
black markets, where they can earn
some money. In fict, they think it's
perfecily legal  to deal in illegal
black markets, when the OPA -is
committing such “illegal” acts as not
allowing them a “reasonn.hle" mar-
gin of prnﬂt'

Kahns Sons & Cm :sn't the - only
éne of thé meat  packers ‘who have .

(Contmued on:
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By Dawd Coolidge

MASS ACTION:

Labor -could learn a lot about how

to 'carry on working class propagan-
' da by paying attention to the way the
ruling class does the job in its own
. capitalist press. Not from the Hearst
or McCormick papers, which are
merely the asinine, vicious and puer-

: - ile babblings of two old men and

their paid street-walkers, but from a
~ paper like the New York Times.
Here' is-an “impartial” journal, “in-
dependent” and giving “all the news
that‘s fit to print.”

In a leading editorial on the UMWA
‘and the coal negotiations entitled
“Believe It or Not,” the Times opens
up as fellows: “If there is a strange
spectacle anywhere in the world to-
. .day, it is the spectacle of the gov-

ernment of the United States sol- .u

- emnly preparing to poll the coal
miners, under its official auspices, on
the - question whether they want to!

. cripple the American Army and the
American Navy with a wartime
strike.”

~And further: “. ..here is the gov-
ernment of 'the United States moving
with all its majesty and .the logic of

_some character out of Alice’ in Won-

derland, to ask the coal miners whe-
thersthey would or would not like to
“wreck the whole war effort in the
. event that they are dissatisfied: with
the action on their wage demands.”

THE TIMES’' SECRET

Then the Times lets its readers in
. 'on a secret, .evidently known only
. to the Times. “This fanitastic situation
is all in strict accordance with the
Smith - Connally Act, the so-called
‘anti-strike law.’” It seems the min-
ers didn't know about the Smith-
Connally -Act. They just filed that
strilke notice because they wanted to
give the employers an opportunity
to change their minds and the gov-
ernment an opporiunity to enter as
*“conciliator.”

What  is imporiant about this edi-

torial is the fact that the Times ed-
.itors know how to prepare propa-

ganda in the interest of the capitalls&'

class, vyluch the Times serves. Some

workers and labor leaders wlll read

this editorial and exelaim that “The

Tim,e_s is unfair o labor,” “The Times
_has_distorted the dispute between
‘the miners and the coal operators,”

“The Times is more reactionary than
 Smith and Connally.”

All of which is pure nonsense and
beside the point. As spokesmen for
capitalist “free enterprise,” the Times

. - editors know precisely what they are
 about. They are not primarily con-
cerned with the law or the Smith-
Connally Act. They are primarily
concerned with strikes, with the
stopping, of 'production. They know

. that. the chief- function of a strike-

iis: te_halt .production.
A halt in production has two fea-
" fures;- both of which are very dis-
agreeable to the .capitalist employer
and to the capitalist press, the mouth-
piece of the employer. One thern in
-the ;side of the employers and stock-
holders is that a halt in production
may:- have an effect on profits, which
may- affect the big salaries and divi-
dends. Also the sirike might be Wwon
by ‘the union if it is strong enough
~ and militant enough to confront the
employer (and the cmplo}_rers gov-
~ ernment) {ace to face for a show-

_...(Cnnymned from page 1)
. piled up profits which they now deny
for. their purposes of getting meat
prices raised. According.to a:.survey
made:for. the CIO and printed in PM
* in: February; profits -in the meat-
packing.. industry -were SEVEN
- TIMES HIGHER in 1944 than they
were in the mean period from 1936-39!
Eight of the largest meat-packing
firms made profits amounting 1o $22,-
382,000 pgr year in the 1936-39 period.
Those same eight firms made profits
. amounting to $153, 193.000 in the one
Year ' 1944! )

- While profits were rising to seven
times'what they had been, the amount
- of 'sales for these companies rose to
only twice as'much as ‘previbusly.' So
the profits the meat packers are mak-
ing" (even though they say-they are
not) don't:come from additional sales

—they come from higher prices paid

by people for meat, and from tremen-
~ dous' black market dealings which

A

down. In that case, the employer will
be forced to raisé wages, which also

. affects profits, dividends and. the big

sdlaries.

This is really what the Times is
talking about. The Times and the rest
of the capitalist press did not adopt
this attitude for the period of the war.
This is their permanent attitude in
connection with strikes and even in
the matter of labor organization.- This‘
was the attitude of the camtalists as
far back as the first quartm of the
mneteemh century, when the work-
ers were hauled into court and con-,,
victed: fel “conspiring to raxse thelr
wageﬁ ~'And -all they had done m
this instance was attempt to fcum a
union. ey

SPEAKS FOR CAPITALISM

The Times is particularly con-
cerned now with strike§ becauise the
rulmg class,
speaks, is: ‘engaged in-the SecqpclL Im-
perialist Wm-ld War. Out of military
victory in'the war the capitalist rul-
ing class- in! the . United Statgs ex-
pects to att'un world dommatqon for
United' States caplialism Hnanual
and commercial. - ; B

It is or should be und@r_standab]e
to any worker why any banker,
manufacturetr<or capitalist jourhslist,
seeing such a prize within'  grdsp,
will writhe in agony and fury when
confronted with the possibility of a
strike and the stopping of préduction:
The fact that a part-of Poland and'a

_ half dozen liitle countries are tossed

into the Rusman wolf pen; or that
“democratw" ‘Britajn, will come out
of the war with all her millions of
colonial ‘slaves accounted, for, does
not destroy the central fact-that:the
capitalist ruling class and its govern-
ment at Washington fight the present
war for imperialist -domination of
the world.

It would ne\rer do of mrse to say

this, thst is, it - would never, do to tell -

The eapitallst ruling clm;s is c]gss-
conscious, it knows how t9. garry: on

thp class 'struggle, in. peacetime and
in wartime. With /them the politics of -
war is basically, identical with. the
polltics of peace. Even.the use of
armed force, whigh js the chief-char-'

acteristic of wartime pblihcs. is mot
peculiar to' the wartime: imetioning
of ‘the ruling class. This class nevet
hesitates 'to .use.armed force in peace:
timeto, defend

clx.ss;. ity ek
‘The Times therefore, all the capi-

talist. press:

which Karl Marx. called “the’execu-

tive committee of ‘the ‘ruling eclass,”

congstruct ‘their propa‘ganda in.sueh a
way .as+ to further ‘and. protect: their

class interests.. What' other’ meaning .
can-be given to the demand for the .

no-strike.' pledge, the:  Little ''Steel
wage formula, job's freezing, “the
Smith - Connally Act and' the new
Roosevelt-sponsored totahtarlan slave
lahor blll"

FOR WHOM“ AGAINST WHQM"
Whose mterests do- these measures
serve .and ' protect?.
Which . class are they directed, at!and
against? Which, class, makes unlimited
profits and disburses to itself unlim-
ited cash dividends‘while Davis, Vin-

- cheat workers out of the meat they

need.

That isn’t the o'nl_.y place the meat
packers' profits come ' from! " They
come’ from exploitation of the pack-

inghouse ' workers they employ, who

have one of 'the ‘ldwest. wage ™ scales

“of any basic industry ‘in ‘theé nation,

who' sufféer from'incorrect and in-
equitable 'wage' polities within' the
industry ‘itself and” who hidven't had
a raise in 'three dnd a half. years, -

Long befote' thé' packers 'thought
up the 'idea ol’ mmstmg that any lim-
it on'their eammgs (proﬁts) by a
government agency is a direct viola-
tion 'of ' law, they had been : going
through all kmds ot gymnast:cs to
seé 'to it that ‘the WLB (p ‘govern-
ment agency if we ever saw ong) kept
a strict legal limit on the wages of
. the workers who pr ot:essed for 'them
the medt ' from'* which they made
their tremendous profits.
1941 durinv w}uch tlm‘e ‘the packels‘

Frlday. Apnl 10
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| SEATTLE READERS, ATTENTION:
HEAR:
DAVID COOLIDGE
Nuf'l I.a'bnr Sec. of Workers Party
' 'spEAk on |

Rooswslr VERSUS ‘LABOR

at the

FINNISH HALL
Yesley Wy

'\Ausplces. Cooperﬂﬂve comnonweulfh Parfy Of Wmllingfam

PR R

'8:00 P. M.,

for which the: Times'

‘its'” class “interests -
against the demands of the workin"'

and’:the government;’

Which, - class? ._-:

Not since '

son, Byrnes and Roosevelt “hold the
line"? Which class ralses
through the black market: and .other
devices of "free enterprise” while the
OPA pats itself on .the back? Bill
Green, Johnny Green, Phil Murray
and R. J. Thomas should answer
these questions for the membership
‘which pays their salaries.

The Times says that the govern-
ament is preparing lp a8k the miners

i ,Whethet ‘or not they. want bg. cf@mﬂe %
., the Army and Navy, Or whethigr 'or -

not they ~would' like to Wl;écku the -
whole war effort. Untai;? Bwﬁcd"
Perh'l.ps. but Ahat is hl‘-? de the point.
The point is W,llo is ‘fumalrf"anq for
‘what purpnse?" i lgg, which, clq‘gsi is,

-y ignoring the miners’ side ang to What,,

.,end? The! Times does: a littie tears
jerkmg too in this editorial. “And so
we are treated to'the spactdcle of 'the
same august government passing out
rations on Iwo Jima with one hand
and strike votes with the other.”
This is good capitalist propaganda.
It has been a complete suecess up to
now. That's what the Times, is ‘pub-
lished for. That's how it'makes its
profits. It is a factory producing capi-
talist propaganda. It pa,)r's ‘dividends,
too. Eveiy daily paper-in. t’he u:"s.
does the same thing. (’I‘he Daily

Worker is dlﬂ‘e!:elit only Adn’ that it

doesn’t pay' dividends, unless’ they
carry lendrleaSe to R_usma on their
books as div:dends )
LI S ir.? Vg

NEED A LABOR PRESS

of course the capltalist press- ig-
nores the miners) side., But they don't
ignore! the ' toal™ operators’ side, | the

automobflée manufactiivers’ side. and

the stgel corporations' side, The capi-
talist press defends . the. clasy which
supports it with "earnings”, filched

through the unpaid 1.011 iof the work-"
1]

ing class. :

The CIO News, the .ﬂ}meucaﬁ ch
erationist of the AFL,jthé papers. of
the railway brdtherhogds. and, the,

publications of the CIQ; 1nternat10n—,_
als should be giving ‘the.miners’ mde'

and defendmg their IntF{Eﬁts faits

Labor must. Dave. its ;own n{!,al]v
papery'to privit 13'own Stde. The capi-

not need to distort and we will not
lie. We can and must tell the truth,
The imperialists must lie. They must
lie about the war, they must lic about
their profits, they must lie about!the .
miners and all the other unionjthat
stanid up snd fizht  Churehfl! ‘i’iu?
. Roesevelt must lie about Wth i
lin must lie about his siave ‘dingeons, ,
his deportations, his anti-union ﬁep-
redations and his murders, ' "'

i and lies. The
ments are staffed with distorteps.iand!
liars who go under the name of¥idip-
lomats.” The capitalist press is’ staffed’

by liars and distorters who go under'

the name of edltcus reporleis cor-
respondents, 3
i \3\

One problem of the working;¢lass
teday is to havé! our own quk.ng
class press to tel thid working' P,lass
trugh, to spread: working vclas§’ prop- .
aganda, to fight. fp);mpw and nafi for
, Roosevelt, There' should be 0 wipim

pering over the “distoptinhs’ and!ithe
. “unfairness” of. l.hc”pm{a‘lists ‘“their

press and> their govet—nn‘mnt

i s

- profits have done their .zeal soaning, .

and the prite of teat has risen eight-
een per cent, has one tiny wage in-
crease been granted the pak:kmghouse
workers,

In spite of their long, hard fight
for wage raises, rates for the. pack-
inghouse’ workiers still average fifty-
fouir to elghty~one and a- half cents
an' Hout, “which ‘comes to ‘about $2B a

week! They work with heavy, sicken-

ing’ smells in the midst ‘of blood fet-
tilizer," glue;" filth “and ‘muck. Thcy
have no protections from 'the sharp
tools and, ‘acids 'they use,’ anid many
of ‘them fall prey to occupatlonal
diseases 'such  as ‘tuberculosis, “catile
fever,” pnemmoma althutis qnd mal-
ta’ fever

Uiy ol

Ynt ‘iena«tors rrom athmr: dlstrlcts
like the meat packers’ friend, Taft,

.. lobby: for profits -higher 'than 'the
A 15l}imillion odd: dollars the: packers
w alveady make: Taft; didn't lobby 'for
» wage increases when the United
Packinghouse Workers Association,
CIO, asked .the WhB. for. a ten, then
a five and a half cent wage increase
for its members, who could hardly
afford to pay OPA prices for the
meat they themselves had processed.
He didn't blink an eyelash when
those raises were denigd, and a 'few
fringe ' intreases récommended ‘in
their place. He isn’t lobbying now for
War Stabilization Director’ ‘Byrnés to
allow: the.: ipackinghouse workers the
shameful . fifty-five. eents: an' honr
, minimum, (just ome cent more than
. their, present. minimum) that the

. WLB finally decided they  should

have.

There’s only one answer to prob-
lems like these of profits being made
in' millions, while one tent is almost
granted' to labor."

Support our program of a one hun-
dred per cent. tax on all war 'proﬁts,
and fight for a $5,000 annual mcome
to all workers famlhes

Draﬁt capihg(l—not _labor:

talist press distorts and lies. We do

The whole propaganda of 1_1_npqr.jal- i
¢ ism is a mass of distortions, trickery e
imperialist .govegn-h

3 Street opera&iors. tha

THE LABOR rmr '

Repert on San Pe:

prices -

SAN PEDRO—An election for offi-
cerg of Local 9, Industrial Union of
Marine. and Shipbuilding Workers
which put the Communist, slate into
leadgzrslup, has just ‘been concluded
This election was helcl by mmled bal«
lot.

The mailed ballot was quite a dis-
appointment to the Stalinists and
their numerous followers. and hang-
ers-on ;of the ‘“Victory Slate”
, Sponsored it and put it over with an
Jddiomatic majority at a membershlp
pneetmu :

‘Thete,. were many ]ustﬂ{ied criti-
I:_:,lsm$ concerning:  the, complicated

.character ‘of:the ballot. It contained'

.nominees for oﬂicers. executive board,
business agent, city council—over 100
names-in--all. Bgqualy-complex ' was
the nature of the instructions issued
to voters. Each voter 'had to remeve
the ballot. ffom one envelope:; place
it after voting in a second envelope;
then insert it in a third; write his
name and book number of the return
envelope, without which the ballot
was voided, ete. Despite: all this the
Communists and ~ victory slaters
- pushed the mail, ballot through. Re-
.sulti: almost pne-fourth 'of ‘the bal-
Jlots received were voided! Only-about
.3500 votes ‘of the 12,000 ma}]ed out
were validated., .

There: were two slates in the elec-
tion; the Vlctory slate of the sell-out
. Stalinibt - Comthunists and the New
Broom slate headed by Lee Ba1ley

SPRYLL PR anES Y
VICTORY SLATE PROGRAM -

e The Victory slate had as its chief
pofnt the retention of nrgamzeq Jai
. potis ball and chain, the no- strike
i;Rledge. After several years of no-
,atr,lke pledge powerlessness with the
; nlployers and the Roosevelt govqrn-
iy dent’ jmlea.shmg‘ Tan unpal*a.lelled

+dpive against the rights of labor with _

. lay-offs of good unipn men rb‘ga.rdicss

1, of seniority, the sell-out Cominunists
have again given notice to mahave-'

ment that no matter how much: or
how hard they attempt to bust the
unien, they, the Victery slaters (1)
Will 'fepeat over and over again the
pious phrase: “we reaffirm the no-
strike pledge.” Meanwhile union con-
dit]pqg ‘win after years of struggle
arq ‘beipg sacrificed and the union
membér,shlp is suffering. But this
meaps riothing to these lads who fol-
oW’ the "]iarty line.”
SThe beon ditidfz o president
| pqrfed by, the gVictery clate

sun-
Was

J;mmy Dougan. Dougdn who hadnm’t.

ttended .a union;meeting for years,
who had . been inactwe during the
\v.hple pg_—r:od of. the struggle for au-
tonomy; who hates the Communists
ye¢ajise hg still entertains the illusion
j.that they are for the “overthrow of
-Ihe.government,” who doesn't even
understand that the Communists have
turned , completely phoney and want
to keep evcr_w,.rthmuF the way it is with

ke
{Con:mucd from page 1)
Councii
the. Council: order release  of these
;._.apar,t_'gngnts :and. ;also that it remove
the Housing Administration.

&

The Council tabled theidemand for gional‘ office promised to look into

removal of the Housing Administra-
tion, but it yielded to this mass pres-
sure and released nine bmldmgs for
occupancy by Negroes

gamzatlon called o'.n its members, as
well as on all-other:tenants, both col-

. ored and’ white, tn withhold their rent

_utitil the . Bl,chmond,_Hou_smg Admin-
istration is removed and replaced by
an administration which wﬂl show
some “'¢oncern for the’ men,’ women
and ‘children who live in the iRich-
moond. prmects

Erbwn reports that between 2,500
,.andl'3,000 people, have béen’ withhold®
Cing tl‘;eli- rgnt sinée January 15, two-
thirds™ of whom 'ite Negroes. Despite
this ‘fagt, and.' despite ‘the fact thit
withm the Iast year nearly, every o=
ghhlz‘ation dndl évery labor tnion ‘in
the 'San’ Frangisco Bay Avrea his at
..ong time or’ ‘another asked for' re-
n‘m‘val of this a‘dmmlstrahlm. Brown
repbi‘f’s that ;the’ Richmond city ad-
ministration has steadfas‘tly réfused
to take action, -

CUitil March 2, no effort had been

made’ to_picket the project offices in.,

Rlchmond and make a public' “appeal

Cramp Shlp--

(Continued from page 1)

rumored I.hat the motion has the en-

dorsement of'the national office of the
* union, headed by President John
Green.

On March 20th, two days. a.fter the
union’s acﬂon, Lihe nayy teleased a
statgemem in, Washihgton ‘warning
that it wgulﬂ t]use down Cramp’s
}ard unless production was mﬂ)ro@:ed
The "’ ahlllLy of the yard to meet its
produclion schedule has Iohg ‘been a

* subject: for controversy between'the

- Nayy. ,and. certain Gramp officials.
This issue. is ﬁurt);.er ly:clnudeﬂ by ru-
mors. that behind. the whole, .mat,ter is

Hoa struggle l’or cqmrol qf the. curpura—
Wall"_._._
arrlman.zanx. <

tion by. ,t.wo dip'.prent ;tmps ot,

. other
-..BaJle,‘,.r w];o was; linked! to the prc-

who | tant forces in 1h8r K

ichmond, C

On' January 15, Mr. Brown’s, or-

_.room , apar tment

-.ants: as

the capitalists on the top and the
workers on the bottom, who dislikes
the Communists' because he thifks
they ‘'stand. for equanty of Negro and
whwe——th:s man: is the Communist
choice for president! :
The reason why the Communists
supporied Dougan was that the only
qtion-r candidate - was' Lee

gtessive and mi
local: These for¢gs haye been agajnst
the no-stiike pledge; all;'along; jand
put up a fight ¢n the, 1;6 repair’ dlf-
ferential. Rather t],':pn ssupport a man.
who' has  bggn |assqciated iwith mili-
ta.nts;, the Commumsts supported a,
rea‘l’:tlpn,aw ,- : it

The original Commumst candldate
was ‘C. ‘R Brown whom' 'the Stalinists
atempted to convert into their num-
ber one stooge.! Brown had altained
‘the pinnacle 6f power at t‘he 1astna<
tional convention, where he rode high
on the shoulders of the Stalinists
through the very gates of the GEB it-
self. This potentate slipped on a very
small banana peel: he forgot to pay
his union dues. Of course payment of
dues would be an act of elementary
gratitude from one in Brown's posi-
tion, but—whdt the Lord giveth he
taketh- away and in strange ways.
Brown, who'was algo named adminis-
trative director of': thf; local for the
period plecedmg 1hq, election, will
trudge backto' the yardy lunch pail
in hand, a sadder anq . yviser man.
Moral? Those who eagily.risg to power
with some power, cligue and have no
base .in; the devetion and loyalty of

. the membershlp bgcause‘ of their
. union activity. can be deposed as eas-

ily . as thpy ‘have arisen;- In the long
run. anq often.in the short run, oppor-—

tunism doesn’t pay.
PEENIAEY A%0 i

mm Victory ql,ahe program ere: "far
. the. IL6: repair differential”, and. “the
) reatoratlon of aut.onomy,w On these

When the "mass meeting 01' 5,000
members was held on the repair dif-
ferential a half hour before the close
of the day shift, the sell-out Stalinists

' %ﬁ&ntr oR . thirty

told everyone they could get hold of
to stay away.

“Why that's a work stoppage,” they
exclhimed; "’progpctiori will " suffer,

;and pesides we | gave a' ng-strike
. plédge’ tp,our commander-in-chief.”

When the repair workers rephed that
it is they who were sul’(ermg because
" di tgmial up and

Rl 1i;pcc:gp,ticm of

p%fmﬂl rﬁt‘m“g 1‘RI "’hﬁ: ‘ﬁﬁ.
munists farned up,’ :
Breyent a motion 0 regiest of-

B permissian to fake a{qtrike vate.
primunists voted
(Against the motion, 5000 voted l’or the
;ﬁnﬁon AL W

‘This is typlcal of the Staluust and
Vietory slate“struggle” - for' the IL:5
repair differential. They are for it in
words but when it comes time to do
sumet’hihg about it; all thcy can thmk

tion, “win the war first, boys, after
that we may have to tighten our belts
a bit, boys, but what ‘the' hell, we
won didn't we?" Or did. we?,

On the question of the restoration
of autonomy the Stalinists were again
for it in woids but ' agdlqst it in “deeds.
The Progresswe Group was the only
or, gamted force, ﬁghtmg for the res-:
toration of aufonomy. They mrculated'
petltlpns for demokcratice election’ of:
shop, stew,a:ds petttmns re@destmg
the GEB to restore thé autonbmy; se-

, cured ‘the “eléction of lh.e ohly 'mon-

Pollard appoipted dblegag;es ‘to the
national convenflpn a. year ago;
fought for the reScmdmg of the no-
strike pledge, ete. It Wi§ because of
this  militant activity that the Com-
munists were opposed to the restora-
tion ‘of autonomy, 'for they were
afraid that these militants might be
elected to office if the ‘autonomy was
restored and ‘then—what would hap-
pen to thelr darlmg no-strike pledge?

"NEW BROOM" PROGI}AM
So much io: the Communist or

Vietary | siate plogrmn. Whal about |

Unrr)rlunately, the New..Broom pro- ,

gram; dlt’rel ed flom the Stal:mst Vic- ;

tory. slal.e program in onlJ,r one re-
spect: it didn’t even mention the no-.

“Government seizure and opess

wlﬂﬂn

Yes, We Remember Monfy W‘di‘d'

wien Eave Lpen o
and thinly veneered cover fo a continued operator management, ‘A
mere telegraphlc notice of seizure followed by ‘appointment’ of the'
existing management and: personnel d&' government
management has constituted the: practical:éxtent of’
so-called government operation. This is to invite and
- | does invite the operators to adopt a “do-nothing
§ attitude” in negotiations, they knowing full well |
that they have nothing to fear by the'!camouflagéd
procedure which has left them practically unim-|
pauccl in their operations."—UMW Journal, March 1.

I ”_r_: b e

@

But at fhat timne the UNA placed one
.or two. pmkegs at each project office

. with  placards calling on all tenants

not to pay their rent. Due to this ac-
tion, the Federal! Public Housing re-

the matter, but as no action of a sat-
isfactory kind was taken, Brown told
your LABOR: ACTION reporter that

, @, mass plcket llng will be. thrown

around’ a}l houmng offices on A,prll 1.

‘When picketing started in March,
.LABOR ACTION's reporter. was on
the 'scene to. ‘get the ﬂﬁ.actmns of ‘the
tenants. One old lady, working in the
Kaiser shipyards, stated that she had
been paylng $35 a month for a one-
(with' kltchenette
and bath).

“They (the managementl treat ten-
if .they. owned  the apart-
ments and you are a dog,” one work-
er said. 1 '

#1 hope they get fired,” said an-
other. “They're the most gawd:mwful
bunch in the.world. LocKing people’
out in the street with little bables
in‘their arms.”

“If the péople of this c(:rl'nmur:.n;:.r
don’t say something, there's no tellmg
what they'll do'next” - - !

'So far. accordmg to. the UHA the
housing adrhinistration has not dared
to" evict,a single tenant for refusal
to pay rent. The OPA has filed suit

}

an(l tlle Bcthlehem Fairc];illl gang..
Regardless of the explanation for the
queer conduct of certain Ciaip offi-
cials from time to time, the manage-
ment . has beelg noLormus for its in-
competence in, running the ‘ya.rd and:_
its. utter stup:duty in lahor relations.,

The new "pnson huuse" regula.tlons

. is.only the last of a long list of sueh

stup:dmes.

Few responsible spokesmen -of the.
union will take the Navy's warning
senously for there is little likelihood:
that the yard \w;ll be (:lo'sed down ata
pre.v,ent Expenenced union men will.
realize that. .the Navy's threat has but}

one .purpose in mind, to:discredit: the-‘
union.and belp the company. put over;

its. new. discipli

agamst tbe admlmstratlon fm over- '
'Chargmg lt':nants

..The United Ne-.
groes’ of " A‘me‘méa has filed, sult ‘on.
behdlf of two tenants who were pre-;
vmusly ewcted and hdd theu- homes

lrauon. an 113egpl pwcedure

The, Umtgd ‘Negroes of Ameri ica is,
an mdependent all-colored orgamza-
tion, headed by Grand PreSident Wil-
liam R. Brown. Mr. Brown states
that they have:made every" er‘fort to
cooperate with all other “organiza-

. tions; ‘white and colored, to get ac-

tion on'the housing mtuatlon in: Rich-
mond. Labor and eivic orgémzatmns
have passed:' résolutions for" Tetnoval
of ‘the management; but have refused
to initiate or' support any mass act
tion," such. as the rént strike. Mr,"

woLominie, 4l

" the prégram of the New Broom slate? |

.. Wor kers

Brown charges that & local branch ‘of -

the NAACP was organized in Rich-
mond after the form#tion of his own
organization, but that its leaders have

_acted as stooges of the housing ad-

ministration and have done" every-
thing in their power ‘to sabotage the

]

i the preseént’ Commu;
about is the. no-stnkq pledge, produc s WA, B dﬁ _mrp

B
_; bor,-it is time for the. progressives. S
,and mll;tants in the ]DCak tD"ﬂEt“tO- i L

ro Local 9 Elechorgs

strike pledge! Everything else was
just about the same: repair differen-
tial, observance of by-laws, a fgw
wards1 about’ umon progress, etc, but
absolutely. no mentu:m of . the mlﬁtant
and fighting demands that iabor
needs so sorely in order to regain all
the gwund lost in the pdst few years
Wifh such a, progiam, Leg Bailey
and sthe oi.hex;s on the, New rgp:
slate didn‘t-at&m}l 2 g Q:f; of ac ;nce :
to beat the, Stallnists with thelg 1
mer:cally super@pl‘ ';a_md we]!
election’ mar.hine. dt's about time ( the
progressjves in’ ‘local Q wake 1 *'
realize that ‘you can’t beat the, -
ists:at: t-hqir own game hey ha, ‘to
be fought out in the open on the:basis
of program, Rather thar an omissiom
of ‘basic “programmatic différenices;
a campaign fought openly on thp ba-
sis iof t];e$e differences is tha oiily
cim'm-
nance in Lical § can 'be br ken RE
Not only is it the ohly practical way

to dislodge the Stallmsts but-it-is: ihe

nIy proper and prmcipled way,,,‘:‘nuch
a campaign presupposes the partici-
pation of the membership on these
hotly contested issues.. And they: will
participate, for these issues concern
their very lives and lwel‘ihoods A
the membership” remains passive- ‘and
indifférent because'those who ‘aspire
to 1eadersh1p in-the' local hayeén’t -
enough gumption to stand" up. for: tﬁe
things they’ believe in, the e st
perior machine will ‘win“g

clections, and' right now the Stalinists
have t’ne supermr machmé an&lpr‘ob-

td

their st\imps and take' suc’h questions
as ‘the no- strike’ pledge s‘h‘aight {6 the
membershlp in a sérious’ ‘and: forth
right campaign. There is “nb Bther
way., :
The best thing that ‘can’ be saiﬂ
about: this’ election, in"which'the Stald
inist Victory slate’ again‘came’ out’'on
top in ‘a’ miajority of offices;. is ithat
with ‘the installation' of 'the officers
elected, autonomy 'is' automitically ré-
, turned to Locql 9. The long years of
Administratiye dictatonifnn are oyer.
The terrible. i:l}mder .?f the GEB, of
keeping the mEm‘Begsj)ip poweﬂess
for. so many. years, coqvert.mg the To-
" cal int-o a mass _of m,dit{el;ent dues
payers, hagi at Iast run lts enursc. N
Now, in.the fnce of the gathmm "
iva-of the employvers agai 3t la~

gether and formulate a program they

.- will take fearlessly to the member-

ship, a program that must contain a
demand for the withdrawal of the
no-strike pledge, the wiﬂldrawal from
that ‘mockery of mock rigs, the War
Labor Board and. s6 ‘that labor ean
“stand on its own feet and begin to
find its _own stluggle for emancm'}-
tion, a labor party

lifornia Heusing Strike--

X to all tqnants to. wlthhold their rent.
chambers dnd demandetd. that :

1ent strlke .

The great. weakness of the Umled
Negroes of Amerlca, as: pointed out
to. Mr. .Brown by, representatives of
LABDR ACTION and. the Workers\
, Party is that they exclude whlte
from membexshlp Many
whltg workers who talked to. the
"LABOR ACTION reporter on. ‘the
picket line seemed in fully. sympathy'
with: the rent sfrike, but, when in-
formed that it was .being conducted
by..an all-colored, orgamz.at:on stated
" that; there was notlm;hg they- could, do
about it Mr Brown: states that these
workers can get their own organiza-
tion to form a united front with UNA

“on the rent stéike and ofher dctions

of a similar nature. However, this
does nol! bring ' white. and Negro.
workers fogether to fight shoulder 1o’
shoulder -on problemé which aﬂect
them all. - .

LABOR ACTION wul conhnue to
follow  the ‘Richmond rent  strike
closely ahd give you full informa-
tion of future :developments.
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A !}nder the Act of March 2, 1879

ew York 11, N. Y,
(Third Floor)

1940, at the. I'esl. Olﬁce at Ncw York N Y.

For the defense of all’ democratic rights!
_Ageinst ‘'wartime’ dictatorshlp "measures! Abol-
lsh wa.ge freemng stnd jobt fréezhig‘

'y

Restore full a.nd unrestricted collective bar-
g&inlng rights of ‘the univns!" Rescind fhe ne-
strike' pledge! Repeal the ' Smith- Connall; anti-
strike law!

L ]
. Expropriate the “Sixty r‘amllics"—thc plu-
tocra.tlc three per cent of the' populatioh W'ho
own ninety-s:x per cent of iﬁe na.tional Wcalﬂr'
.

A one hundred per céht. tax on, all war profits
above a five per cent maximum’on investet‘l cip-«
_!tal' Immediate renefotiation” of” all' war' con-
tracts to cut the fabilous proﬁts tor thls leuel'

t g )
Goverm:nent plannmg to guarantee the high-
. est natiom.l ‘produttion and incomeé, a year-
around job and a niinimfum ‘annual- wage to SII,
aml a rising stén«hrd df Iﬁrmg' L=

From the PROGRAM of the WORKERS PARTY

Conscript. all. war mdnstnes’ Natlonallze the,
banks, big industrial monopolics and transpor-
tation systems. No handing over.of gc\tcmment
built: and ewned plants and facilities io private,
ownership! ! "

L ]

For a twa hundred and fifty billion dollar
five year prograi'to provide decent’ Litusing foi
all,” extensive public works, rura.l_ elcctﬂﬁéﬁh‘on
and modermzation" i

.
. . For a guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all
workers’ families, made ' possible by a planned
rise in the total national income and a thirty-
hour mammum work-weck

All diserimination against Negroes, Jews or
other minorities in the armed forces or by em-
ploycrs fn ‘industry’ must be mhdo a crimmal

e

By ALBERT GATES

The onward rush of Allied armies through the
Reich and the evident collapse of the German
armies in the West puts the question of “Hard of
Soft Peace?” for Germany on the order of the day

The official policy of the Allies, as stated. in
their meetings at Moscow, Teheran, Quebec and
recgently emphasmed at Yalta, calls for the “hard
peace’—dismemberment of Germany, heavy repa-
rations and the enslavement of millions of workers.
The official details are lacking, but the suggestions
are not. .. i iy

" A great campaign is now going on ‘fo convince
the peoples in the Allied countries to support the
enslavement of the German masses: The arguments
for the destruction of the country and the enslave-
ment of -its millions are false and hypecritical, o~
pecially when they are advocated by -the mtema-
tlonal Stalinists.

‘We ‘are now being told that the German peo-
ple are by nature brutes, militarists; - sensualists
and murderers. If this were true, then anything -
that is done to the German people would be jus-
tified. Thereby another tragedy is being prepared
for a country which once boasted the largest and
most advanced labor movement in the worlcl

The tragedles of the German peop]e have been
many. The defeat of the German révolution of
1919-19 made possible the continued, rule of Ger-
man capitalism, of the industrialists and financiers,
the Junkers and thé militarists. German reaction,
alded by social-democracy and international capi-
falism, retained ité power and prepared the tra-
gedy of Hitler, but not without the help of Stalm
and his Rusman bureaucracy

STALINIST HYPOCRISY

"Th 1823, the German revolution was betrayed
by, Stalin in his own national interests by calling
off. the German revolutlon This deféat opened the
way for the develonent of Nazism. .

‘In 1932 Stalin again pursued such pol:cnes in
Germany as guaranteed the victory of the :Erlght-
ful faséist movement, which had suffered a'sharp
electoral cleieat The policy of the Stalinist Com-
MUnists was: No united struggle a.gaim,t Hitler.

f 'I‘hey stated that they could not unite with the so-

e:al demodrats in a common struggle agamst fas-
clsm because the social-democrats were a 'greater
danger to Germany than Hitlerism. They even ‘wel-
comed the victory of the Brown Shirts because
fascist totalitarianism would prepare the masses
for a Stalinist dlctatcrshlp, saymg “After the fas-
clsts comes our turn.”
| In 1939, Stalin made his alliance with Hitler
which began the Second World. War and heaped
the most devastating of all iragedies upon the
world, and the German masses.
+  Behind the actions of .Stalin's Russia stood’ in-
ternational capitalism supporting Hitler, financing
him in part and doing business with the German
capitalists whom Hitler served.

Now all these forces which are jointly responm-

" ble for Hitler try to absolve themselves ‘of . their
crimes by holding the German’ people responsible
for fascism and its deeds. The loudest of all are
the Stalinists—and fof good reason: the German
workers have marny thmgs for which to roapa_y,F Sta-
1inlsm

RESPONSIB[LITY OF THE PEOPLE

The most insidious doetrine’that comes out of
the war is the one which holds the’ peoples respon-
sible for the-crimes of ‘their'rulers. The 'Gefman
people and, in the first’ place, thie 'workérs, are no
more Tesponsible for the waf than are the masses’
in ‘England, America, France and Russia. In' all
these’ cotintries the rulers are responmble for the
tragedy of the war.
" “Did the workers put Hitler into power? Did ttle
‘people’ agree to Hitler's darly ser@hre of European
countries? Did -the’ masses create” the -Miinich
peace? 'Or aré the Russiani workers' responsible’ for
the'“Hitler-Stalin’ pact?  Are' the Russian Workers
arid the German workers'responsible for the Ger-
man-Russian  invasion ‘of Poland? Are thé Amer-
idan workeis responsible for‘lynchings? Are the
lh'itlsh workers responsible: for India?’ ‘Or, to put
-it 780" $imply that ‘even ‘the ‘Stalifist' dunces cah
nhderstand ‘1t: ‘Are the Chloago- workers' responsi-
blei'for' the Memiorial' Day' massacres’ of the strik-
ing steel workers? i~

““"The’people 'In" general and the workers in par-
‘tieular’ cdnhot be held responsible, for the crimes
ot ‘théir ruling classés and their Bbvernments. That

~i5 one’'of the important teachings of socialism: Only
those, who 1dent:fy the interests of the cépltalistq
and workers, rich: and ‘poor;’ explmter and ! ex-
o5 plc:ted as one can uphold SUch an -msrclious*theory. :

In all the situations cited the people had noth-

ing to say. The state power, the instrument of the!
ruling classes, decided! They and théy #lone are’

responsiblé” for ‘the' erimes” of capitalist 1!1'11.‘rer1a'.L
ism-in whatever country they may rule.

‘It is good old capitalist doctrine, however, to
hold the people responsible for the evils which the
rulers commit. Therefore the. mass of people pay
for ‘the wars started by their rulers, while the capi-
talists go on coining their profits as before.

In all the discussions of the United Nations on
Germany, hot one word is said about the German
industrialists. The liberal commentators-are some-
what upset when they learn that the big monopo-
lists and financiers will retain their pre-war power
to. continue as though nothing has: happened in
the: world in the past ten years. :

The reason for this is that the capitalist rulers

. of- America and England cannot afford o do any-

thing to their brothér rivals in Germany. They are:
partners in crime. The war for profit; for which
millions of people give their lives, is only a friend-

ly contest between thé great corporations and car-

tels of the warring countries. Onceé over, the busi-
ness men of the ‘warring countriés resume their
peacetime operations as’ though nothmg had hap-—
pened' 1

STALIN WANTS SLAVE LABOR

Stalin's Russia has accepted this principle of
the capitalist nations for' its own purpose, ‘its
own particular brand of imperialistic aims. And
Stalin is the one who demands:German-slave labor.
Having “enslaved the Russian' workers, he sees
nothing wrong with enslaving ten million German
workers. .

In justification for this, the Stalinists now say
that all the German people and all the German
workers dre Nazis. Oné of the' dirtiest of ' their
scribblers, a follower of the GPU, oné who calls
himself Hans Berger, writes repeatedly in the
Daily Worker, the most vulgar, scurrilous and re-
act:onary articles on the German ‘workers. He who
helped betray the Germah workers “€alls ‘all of
them fascists and tauritingly asks: If tHey'aré not,
why don’t they revolt against Hitler now? ‘A man
who helped put the chains on'the German workers
asks why' these chained and ensla\?ed workers do
not revolt now!

" \Ilya Ehrenburg, habitué of the Paris cafés, en-
emy of the Russian Revolution of Lenin and Trot-
sky' and new=found ‘friend-of Stalin’s-slave- state,
refers to all Germans as Fritzes, brewers, brainless
people

But these. scoundrels, in denouncing the Ger-
man ‘workers, omit this most important fact about
the German workers and their fascist rulers: '

Hitler’'s Germany is a prison camp. It is a police
state in which the people, and first of all the work-
ers, live dinder the daily supervision of the: Ges-
tapo. They work with guns pointed at them. The
concentration camps and. the police jails are filled
with' thousands of militant: workers. The masses
are "'constantly hounded by Himmlers ‘corps of
SS mién. *

" Yet the question “Why don't ;you. revolt?” is
asked by ¢raven men who fled when they should
have  fought Hitler, when there was the time and
a' possibility of fighting and ﬁeteatmg him.

Where was Hans Berger before :Hitler took
power? What did he do and what did he say and
advise the German workers to do in 1930, 1931 and
19327 ‘What did Browder tell the German workers
to do? What did Wilhelm Pieck, German Stalinist
leader in Moscow, do when it was possible to fight?
Or Fritz Heckert, a leader of the German Com-
munist Party? All these miscreants helped to make
the Germans slaves of Hitler. They only did in Ger-

~many ;'what the Stalinist-Communists did in China,
" Spain and France: they betrayed the German revo-

lution, not once, but twice.

These men who supported the HLtler-Stahn al-
liance and denounced’ the war as imperialist on
the- part of ‘England, France and America only,
who denounced Roosevelt as a war-monger, and
who issued the slogan, “The Yanks are not: com-
ing,” have become super-patriats in all countries
only because they are Russian nationalist- patriots
and' only because Stalin and Hitler fell out in
their alliance.

The ‘German masses will ﬁght. There are signs.

now of their growing rebelliousness:: News ‘is be-
gnm_nng to come. out- of ' Germany. that workers’
comnmittees have:made their-appearancés in ‘Essen,

Milelhiéim, Duesseldorf. and Dortmund; Peace -dem: .

.onstrafiens are reported: inHamburg,  Duisburg.
Vienna and Munigh.

_(Continued in last column)

Unity. between-‘German and:,

“Workers of the World, l._!ni_t;e_,!t’v"

The press in recent days has been
filled with reviews praising “Black
Boy,” a novel by Richard Wright, the
author of “Native Son,” a bobk which
had an enormous circulation some
years ago. The new work 'is an auto-
blography, a record of Wright's Ne-
grochildhood and youth in the South.

It is not my purpose to review the
bgok here, except to say that it is,
in my humble opinion,“a successful

attempt 4o portray in terms of ‘an

individual life, what living in, Amer-

ica means to a modern Negro. On the

jacket, Bennett Cerf, a  critic, is

quoted as saying of the book: “Beau-

tifully written, with the impact of a
battleship.”

It is the impact with which I am
here concerned. For this impact is in
réality the impact of a tenth of a
nations wupon the contemporary
American consciousness. '

‘Last year another book that dealt
with the Negro question made, in its
own way, its own effective impact
upon the United States. It was called
“Strange Fruit.” Written by a South-
ern white woman of liberal ideas,
Lillian ‘Smith, it dealt seriously and
honestly with race relations in the
South., :Hundreds of thousands of
copies were sold.

A “SCIENTIFIC” WORK

“Toward the end of 1943 the scien-
tific and sociological world, and not
they alone, were startled by two sol-
id volumes entitled “An American
Dilemma.” The dilemma was the Ne-
gro question.

The history of this book is signifi-
cant, especially for laber. It was a
gérious Seientific “study, tikitig “years
of research and organization, Every
accepted writer, every economist,

.every: sociologist, white and -Negro,

who had knowledge or ideas, was in-
vited to cooperate. This took money
and the money, some quarter of a

-mlllion dollars, cameé from the Car-

negie Endowment Fund. In other
words, big capital paid for it. :
Its chmce of an mvestlg‘ator to co-
ordinate the material was also strik-
ing. ‘It said openly that it could not
trust an American, however able and
however honest, because the deeply
ingrained and traditional racial pre-
judices of the United States would
affect his judgment. This does not
mean that necessarily the writer
would be anti-Negro. He might try

(Continued from page 1)

During the last coal negotiations it
was proved conclusively that the
company-owned stores were charging
gky-high prices and breaking all OPA
regulations To avoid such a scar)dal
thls time, and to keep the rest of
the workers from sympathizing with

2 the miners, the OPA has recently re-

classified the company-owned stores

i mining commuhnities from the No.
3 OPA margin bracket to No. 1. Un-

~der this hew category' the company-

owned ' stores oah ‘charge ‘the miners
the- highest ‘retail’ prices in the coun-
fry ‘and ‘still be within the!‘law! In

imany''¢ominunities the 'miners “are.
tcrced tc depeml ior practlhally &ll

Signa of Negro Reuolt

NOT to be anti-Negro, but this’too
would not be conducive to scientific
accuracy. The capitalists wanted the
facts. (What it would do with them
was its own business:)"

© For the same reason, the Carnegie -

Fund said it did not want an Eng-
lishman or any European from the
imperialist countries. 1t therefore

chose a Swede, Gunnar Myrdal.

The book was very large ‘and’cost
$7.50 a copy. It was not-intehded ob-
viously for the general public. To
the surprise of many, despite its solid
treatment of the subject and the -all
but prohibitive price, it was a popu-
lar success. The first edition disap-
peared. It is being widely read today.

Still another novel recently pub-
lished, “Freedom Road,” by Howard
Fast, has made its impact upon the
reading public. It dedls with the
Negroes in the Reconstiuction period.
It is selling well and is widely dis-
cussed.

SIGN OF THE TIMES

Now all this is not accidental. It
is a‘'sigh of thestimes. Why should
these talented writers choose these
subjects? Why should they write so’
well about them? Why should the
general public grasp ' at them so
eagerly? It is because they are a
manifestation of the social ‘erigis in
the United States. As the'contradic-
tions of capitalism in the United
State multiply and sharpen they
bring to the fore all the sores in-
herent in a rotting society.

One of these, the major problem of
capitalism in- general, is unemploy-
ment. The books, the solutions, the
arguments ' pour down upon us. But

in every country capitalism has spe- .

cial’ pfobléms. In the United States

Auch 4 gpecial problem is the Negro

question. Hence | thls presentation of
it from so many different points of
view, and the enthusiast:c response
of 'the public.

B_ut 11tera_ture is only one phase
of this crisis. The other is more im-
portant. The public has not been
stimulated only by ideas and by an
intellectiial interest in' the problems

-.of the day. The Negroes themselves

in the March on Washington agita-
tion, in their violent protests 'in 'De-
troit dnd’ Harlem," have “made the
American people aware of them and
the1r feﬁentment

In its struggles with rival irnperial-

the necessities of life on coal com-
pahy  stores.

In West - Vnglma alone;, 171 coal

company -owned stores do an esti- .

mated volume of business of $20,000,-
000-a .year. The regional office of the

. OPA in Cleveland in the casé of Kop-

pers. Coal Co. found that the com-
pany was not only making a really
handsome . profit in their stores but
that additiohal- profits - were * con-
-cealed “through . tricky bookkeeping
methods. But the OPA in Washing-
ton has. gone ahead' and reclassified
the company stores, and the figures
on’ which ‘it ‘bases its decision camnot
be revealed to the public!

During the first €lévén .months of
1944;°1{135. cgal ‘miners' were KILLED
in mine acmdcnts and there were a

.‘\._
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isms, American rmperlalrsm 1tse1f has
been compelled to drag hundreds of
thousands of Negroes into.the pro-
duction process.  Thereby organized
labor ‘has been brought sharply up
against the Negro question. and the

'CIO has taken vigorous action to
. incorporate Negroes

into its own

ranks 'on terms of equality..

A bOCIAL {JRISIS 1
The books ‘and their nulhons of

=readers, ‘the actions of the Negroes,

the orgamzatlonel response of labor,

can be termed as, on the wholé, over- - :

whelmingly progressive.

The general tendency of ideas and
actions is' toward abolition of the
oppression and humiliation of Ne-
groes. Even the book the:capitalists
financed expressed itself (in wishy-
washy terims) ‘as aiming at some so-
lution of the dilemma in terms of the
Negro’s incorporation into American
society on equal terms. The others

make' no bones” about the mecessity”

of this. And -the public ‘that’ reads
them so eagerly is obviously in sym-
pathy. That is splendid.

To state a problem in harshly
truthful and moving terms is ﬂne,
for ‘millions to read’ ea&erly about’ it
atd be sympatheti¢ about its solu-
tion is also fine. Also wherever there
is such strong ‘public feéling there is
always a will to action. For thé will

to actlon, iike the ‘hooks and the:

readers, is also a mpnlfestatlon of the
social ‘erisis, The questioh is'What to
do. And’ hére ti'ze tronble begiﬁs i

In another artlcle I shall take up
this question. It is -;umcl_ent -here to
say this: If the facts we have ob-
served are the expression of the so-
cial “crisis, " then the “'solution,’ the
ideas of solution, must penetrate to
the very essence of the sopra]. prob-
lem, that is to say, to the natufe of
capitalist society itself. For: if. not,
there is nothing in_ store but disap-
pomtment dlsulusmnment and de-
spair. b

It is an old proverb .which says
that desperate diseases:demand des-
perate remedies. The readers of
books, the protesting Negro massgs,
the labor unions striving for social
solidarity on a union basis, the col-
lective will fo action which is ma-
turing and is actually achieving ré-
sults' in. the labor movement—these
varying forces will not be able to
avoid the .ultimate answer:. capital-
ism or socialism. '

The Miners’ Strike Vote--

minimum of 80,000 non-fatal acci-

dents. Mining is difficult and dan-

gerous work. Death, disease, acci-
dents and old age are taking more

and more miners away from the

. mines each day.

How easy it would be to make the
mines safer, the mirers’ homes a" lit-
tle healthier, the cost of living some-
what in proportion to the earnings.
But that is not the way capitalism
works: They want to destroy the
unions and the workers' solidarity,
now that it can be done under the
cloakk of .a war emergency. :Human
flesh' is cheap and ‘anything :that
stands in the way of high-profits will

be fought® by 'the mine-owners and .
. all othiers of'their class:

B,{ ggvA " cﬂmr
Belglcm Mmers S'I'rrke

In e 1ecent column we reported ‘the achwty of -

' ‘the Belgian revolutionary socialists (Trotskyists)

in connection with'the mine workers' strike. While
the reformist and Cht‘lStlal't Union leaders were
trying to get the workets back ifte the pits withs
out.any gains, the Brusscls section of the Revolu-
tiomary Communist Palty issued a leaflet contaiti-
ing the followirig, whlch exp‘lalns the''readons for
the strike and calls upon thé rest of the workexs 3
to support the miners’ struggle ) '

“THE MINERS WANT 'i‘O KNOW WHERE
THE CoAL lS Gom(} :

“The ‘miners of L1mbou1g, the Center and Char-
leroi have gone on strike.

“They are démanding an increase in wages,
clothing ' priority, an increase in' the pension,.the
re-employment of union delegates who have:been
arbifrarily sacked.

“These 'demands. are completely justl,ﬁed. ex-

I cept inthe byes of the conservative and-reformist '

papers, which are already ‘blaming the miners: and-
ihe ‘union’ leaders as! being responmble for. the;
Tack’ of colil. Yet'the Belgian miners have/worked
hard since the ‘liberation.’ In spite of -the absence
6’!’ séveral thousands of their comrades, their pro-
duction’ has ‘eXceeded that ‘of their Freneh com-
rdades 'by fifty per cent.

" “In ‘reality, it is not the lack of coal wl'nch is
disturbing the reactionaries and reformists, but
the' fact that the miners are thinking of interven-
ing in the control of production. ' :
. “THE MINERS WANT TO KNOW WllERE s
THE COAL IS' GOlNG“ ' 7

“The miners want to know what scandalous
profits the coal barons are aceumulatmg m thé
midst of the. general poverty!

“Workers in_ industry, in the yards and oﬂ’lces! :
Transport,. workers' Housew:ves‘ Small shopkeep-
ers! The mmcrs struggle’is ‘that of the' whole ﬁdpu-
lation against "the mcapa.clty of thé governmeht :
and the rapacity of the bosses.

“If the miners call on you for aid, be ready to

'sup]}ort them by all appropriate means!

“Together with them you will establish a. seri-
ous control over production and the dlstrihution
of coaLf’ .

' Felgtan Dock Workers

The dock wolkers in Antwerp went out on
strike a few weeks ago 'in protest against the low
wages on the dockside. After a promise’ of an ins
crease, they returned to work. The promise was
not kept. When the workers started arjother stop-
page the authorities locked them’ ‘out’ for fifteen -
days.. Only a mass protest demonstration “at the
Town Hall caused the lockout decree to be lifted.

In connection with this, strike, two membérs =
of the RCP of Belgium, Dielis and Lowet, w‘tere 2
ar1ested because they had warned the dockers that
the promises of thé authorities would not' be' kept!
‘inless a formal agreement were reached and thélt. |
oreamzatron recogmzed A protest movement i8
now under way to deriiand the reledsc e hn th‘--
men. ;

)
British-Miners Reject Plan

The condition of the British coal mdustry! has
been notoriously bad for many years. Due to the
lack of modernization, inefficient methods of opers. .
atmn and the general mismanagement by -the mine
owners, productivity has fallen to lower than the
1914 level and the industry has been unable 'Lo

-keep up with the wartime demand foi coal.-*,

.- The codl operators appointed one Robert Foot--
to investipaté ‘the sityation’ and bring back: sug-
gestions” for a rémedy. He labored and labored:

and finally brought forth “the Foot plan, which

starts out by declaring that “the only possible ba-- ..
sis for the organization and policy of the mdllstnr i
is that of National Service.” :
- Of course, “National Service,” accordmg to .
Foot, means to be applied only to ‘the ‘'miners,

.since he' gbes on to say that'“the best people to

run the coal mines are the coal owners.”

‘The miners’of Britain have for a’long time un-
derstood what was ‘wrong’ with the mines and:
have had mcorpcrated into ‘their uhion’ progr"am <8
a demand for* the' nationalizatioh “of “the™ines.
They know that only 'in this way will it'be possi-
ble to reorganize ‘the mining industry, mtrocluce
the necessary technical improvements, ‘increase
productivity and, by eliminating the profit of:the -
mine owners, increase the wages and living stand— 5
ards of the coal miners.

The National Union of Mine Workers therefore !

" has rejected the Foot plan, which in essenice ¢gll§

for the ceniralization of the industry through the
creation of a monopoly ' which would be i’ a. po-
sitlon to: raise prides on.the home ma.rltet. in-
crease production rates th¥ough the’ time-honored
method of the employers, the speed-up, by the ex-
tensioh of “National Service” after the war. The
British mine owners hope to get into a tavorabfe
posftion 1o compete with American coal at the ex- -
pense of the mine workers' living standards.’ :

(Continued from second coiumn)

foreign workers has also been reported. We .are -
wertain that the German masses will soon aispln.y :
that” will to struggle’ and theit healthy working =
class desires which always characterized them..

This is only the-beginning. The German masses’
will 'not' only fight their fascist enslavers. They :
will fight against any foreign' enslaver. They will.
not trade their enslavement by a Hltler tor an:
enslavement by a Stalin.

We are for a hard peace. We are for a hard 7
peace “against: the :fascists ‘and the Germaneapi~
talists, the $ponsors of the Hitlerites. Buit that hard .
pélce can only come from the German workers!

We are against any peace imposed on the' Gers-

" man people.'We are for the right 6f the Gerina

people to rule themselves, ‘to' demde their o\im
fate

"The German ‘workers are our brothers. Their
struggle for freedom is our struggle. A ‘ictory iR,
this struggle is a victory for the American works
ers, for the workers of all countnes A
Enslavement-of the German workers wil 'mgan
the enslavement of the workers of all other couna.
tries; it will be a death-blow to the idea of Wi
ing class solidarity and the prmclples of the
movement, 3
American workers' Fight against, the cnslpv
ment of your German_ brothers. They are. the. viec-

- tims of German fascism! They arc the \flc ms oﬁ

l.letrpyals!
For a hard .peace. aga,!nst the. Germxm ruli 1

class!, That can only come:by giving tlhe, (fel‘_ 10

masses freedom to deal with theu' own rul né st
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UNIIIHI How
 Polish People

._Wero Cheated

By Ray Manﬂev

“It v.*e 1o§e the peace, it will be because 'we haven t
_played our ace-right, and that ace is food.” This state-
"' miént’ Was made by Walter Cronkhite, United Press cor-
respbndent just: returned -from Europe.
The taks of the UNRRA 'is o supply this morsel of
.bread that will “win-the peace.” Its job is to buy off the
‘anger and- discontent of the European masses with: a
doughnut and a‘cup of coffee. It is a weapon in the hands
“of U.'S, imperialism to thwart any revolutionary actwlty,
“and to maintain control over the areas. it "hberates

' sim.t:mc. OVER POLISH RELIEF
A “months age the U. S. proposed that the facili-
: hm of UNKRA be extended to Poland. This was seem-
ingly a Very innocent proposal, and yet for months the
: lppolnted committee was kept stalling and never left
‘American shores. The government of Stalinist Kussia,
.recognizing the great political prestige which the wielder
: pf this economic weapon would acquire, refused to allow
‘the. UNBRA eommittee into the liberated Polish terri-
L fomy.
4 ~§-ms weak John P. Gregg, head of the commlttee.
‘fe,axgned. and Michael Menshikov will be the head of*a
.temporary committee to administer UNRRA in Poland.

This ‘arrangement is’ ev1dently a little more satisfactory

e Russian government: ‘Menshikov is a Russian and, :
es, he has promised to have nothing to do with t.he
' plish ‘government .in exile in London.

At the very outset of the.war, business in Poland was
. totally disorganized. ' Agriculture, the most productive
isgector of thereconemy, was completely out of joint. The
“‘pecple left their fields unplowed and unsown. Beets and
potatoes were left to rot in the ground, while the people
‘Aried to-escape from the falling bombs. Conditions be-
came worse with the German occupation. The Nazis tried
‘to..enforce a.system- of requisitioning and tried to col-
#lect:regular ‘quotas of foodstuffs; leat.her goods, clothing
and other products.

CONDIT!ONS UNDER NAZI RULE

The peasants didn't want to sell their food, The cur-
rency wasn't stable and, bes:des, 1;1-15.-3_.ur didn't want to.sell
“t6 the invaders. The German occupation forces tried,

D the::etore, to stabilize the prices. Price ceilings were es-

L, Jm ve

‘tablished and those who broke them were severely pun-
‘ished. In.Warsaw, a butcher was hung in the display

,»window. of -his shop. A piece of meat was attached to his -

- hand, .and+a.card was hung around his neck. On it was
awritten: Thus will be punished anyone daring to demand
- more, than the fixed prices.

.xermany decided to use the Polish -cooperatives,
nﬁnally, to accomplish the ends that she had thus far been
unable.to attain. The cooperatives sucked the country-
side dry, and Germany controlled the cooperatives.
'I‘rams not belongmg to a cooperative and bnngmg food
to the cities were confiscated.

"The purpose of the Nazis was clear. They wanted to
ma‘ke Poland economically and politically dependent on
‘the. Reich. They wanted to get agricultural products for
“their. people back home. In order for Germany to accom-
plish. these noble aims, the peasants and workers§*had to

-~ suffer great hardships. The food conditions under the oc-

i \gypauon were not exactly conducive to good h
; Iow is a. table for the week ending September 7,719 1
4 POLES GERMANS
= 4% o1s,
8% ozs.
2Y. lps.
3}\3 o0zs.
13§ ozs,

Margarine-—-Chlldren under six e e
' Margarine—All over six ... ...
Sugar o BY6 0ZS,
Macaroni or ﬂour i e i i D My O
.Oatmeal
Bazo ‘or potate ﬂour 15 ozs.
Jam e SR 025,
Soup cubes ol 3
- Pudding powder : sl 1 packet
. Synthetic honey - 4Y4 ozs. 4
" “An inferior race needs less food and less culture

“thén'a superior race. Never can the German live in the

“same way ds the Pole or the Jew.” These were the actual
wakds:of-Dr, Ley, as reported in the Essen Nationa} Zei-
‘stung;on: February 4, 1940,

“UNDER RUSSIA -

~**When the Poiish people were “liberated” by Russia
ki did not fare. much better. Russia, already in the war
everal y'ésrs;'"]fmked with hungry eyes at the stocks ef
supp]ies still existing in Poland, She carried off all she
efoi’ll(’l In the eity of Lwow alone, $75500,000 of goods
‘were seized. In the entire Soviet occupied area $320,000,-
000 worth-of- goods were confiscated and sent to Russia.

7 Thus the ‘Polish people have been deprived. of their

; foodstuﬂ's first by Germany and then by Russia. Now
the'U.'S. wants to edge into the situation. While the
pawers “squabble among- themselves, the Pnhsh masses
euﬁer i ! :

LABOR ACTION

" A Lieutenant-Colonel. Speaks Againsf

By 'MARY BELL

“The Case Against Compulsory Peacetime Mili-

* tary ‘Training,” by Roscoe S. Conkling, Lt. Col., J.

A G. U. S. A, World War I, Lt. Col. Army of the

U. S., World War II. Published by Post -War World

Council ten cents. '
L ]

At a time when the Army and Navy brasshats,

Sortie"of "the brasshat legislators and the President
‘are trylng, under cover of the hysteria created by
‘radar’ and robot bombs, to pass universal peace-
time . military training legislation, an indictment
‘by a man who has been a high-ranking officer in
‘both major world, wars deserves special comment.

Roscoe Conkling's indietment of the system of
mlhtarlsm ‘begins with the fact that he had to
resume civilian status before he could speak out
agamst peacetime conscription.

“Recently revised Army regulations provide
that (emphasis supplied) ‘Except as authorized by
the War Department, efforts by any person in the
active service of the United States...to procure
or oppoée or in any manner inﬂuence legislation
affeeting the Army...are forbidden.'”

Cenklmg tried to ohtam the permission of his
superior officers to pfesent his case. His applica-
tion found its way to the wastebasket. Ten mil-
lion. meén and women in the’ armed services are

similarly disfranchised! So much for the vaunted "fJ
"“democragy” the Army is supposed to imbue in"

young manhood! Meanwhile the four-star generals
and Navy gold-braids continue to bea!. a tattoo for
( conss:rlptwn
Conkhng v1g0r0usly scores Ehe attempt to
sbeamrener a training bill through while the world
' is war conscious, while the GI's who are fighting
on the world's battle fronts are away and cannot
express their feeling, which will undoubtedly be
one. of abhorrence of war and anything related to
it—especially peacetime conscription.
“Defense,” the shibboleth under which all ar-
mies -are raised, under which all wars are under-
taken, is shown by Conkling to have been used

by Hitler too. “In the early days of the Nazi ré-
gime,” he writes, “it will be remembered, Hitler- -

esque abhorrence of the mere thought of aggres-
sion was vehemient indeed—vocally.”

BENEFICIARIES OF CONSCRIPTION

; Most potent are his, arguments concerning the
self-interest of the regular Army and Navy in
passing a bill.

“With the expansion of our Army to 10,000,000
or_thereabeut regular captains and lieutenants
have been promeoted to brigadier generals; ma-
jors, liéutenant-colonels and colonels to major-
generals, lieutenant-generals and generals. Reduce
that army to 1,000,000 or less and, with exceptions
here 'and there, generals again become celonels,
lieutenant-colonels and majors. Their pay is de-
creased, their authority. contracted and their so-
cial positions receive a jolting setback....The re-
duction of base pay together with longevity accu-

mulations and “incidentals” aggregating six, eight, -

ten, twelve or more thousand dellars annually, to

_base pay of $333 a month for a colonel, $300 for a

l!entengnt-eolonel, $250 for a major, and corre-
‘spondingly reduced ‘incidentals’ cannot be thrust
‘ out ‘of mind, however conscientious the effort.”

- It should 'not go unnoticed, too, that it is the
:non-fighting major-generals and the ‘desk strate-
. .gists who are spending their time-and our money

in drawing up plans to militarize our young man-

-hood,

Conkling does not forget the civilian propo-
mnents, those who make fabulous profits from the
.sale of military produets, uniforms; quartermas-
ters' supplies,” “constantly obsolescing air, sea and
ground vehicles, armament, etc.”

Nor the ideological profiteers in the campaign,
exemphﬁed by the Fortune magazine poll which

“purported to indicate public favor for peacetime
‘drafting of boys as they become eighteen years of
age.’ L

Nor the legislators like Representative Wads-
worth who, when not shouting for complete regi-
mentation of all Americans through National Serv-
ice legislation, lauds'the “civic, demecratic and
phys:cal" aspects of ﬂeglmentataon of the youth.

% With the lives of unborn generations mort-
gaged to the near-$300 billion public debt of the
United States, it is of great interest to know the
cost, which will be borne by the taxpayer, for this
‘proposed Teserve army. The uniformed “planners”
of rank restimate that it will cost about $13; bil-
lions per rmlhon tramees about $1,00 to $} 500 a
“head Ry

- Liebknecht,

Peacetime Mlhfary Training

All signs point to a lessening of the present
relatively easy burden of taxation upon the cor-

- porations. Readers of LABOR ACTION know who ..
_will foot the vast military bill. This huge military

budget, supported by the people, was what Karl
in the most. famous anti-militarist

*‘ ‘I-

08 TE=

. pamphlet of all times called the “Douloureuse,”

or the sickness of all the European nations,

Conkling asks: “Does America need a peacetime
army .0f/2,500,000 or more men—almost thirty per
cent of its male citizens between eighteen and
twenty-six constantly under arms? It would be
fatuous to suspect the ‘army planners’ do not know
the answer is overwhelmingly negative.”

The ‘author of the pamphlet makes short shrift
‘of the “selling arguments” for peacetime conserip-
tion. Democracy? “...When we consider the bar-
irier of rank set up hetween them (enlisted men.—
Ed.) and commissioned officers—necessarily, per-
haps, in war but strictly observed in peacetime as
‘well—the plea of ‘inculcating the democratic spirit’
falls flat, as every soldier or sailor who has served
‘in the ranks’ well knows.” This is from a man
who served as lieutenant-colonel in both wars!

Civic affairs? “In wartime, as we learned in the
pre-election period of 1944, soldiers and sailors are

permitted to learn about ‘civic’ affairs back home
just. what government boards and bureaus in pow-
er decide is good for them and nothlng more.”

Mordls? “And even-to suggest sojourning in

% A

Henry Kaiser

' doesn't do it.

Tom Girdler
doesn’t.do it

Westbrook Pegler
doesn't do it.

K
Earl Browder

doesn't do it.

WHAT?

Boost the sales and subscriptions of Labor
. Action. How about you? Send today for. sub-
i seription blanks for yourself and your friends
' or bundle orders of twenty-five free l’or: one
month, for dislril}lstioh tol your shopmates.

military barracks as aiding in developing: high
moral standards of eighteen-year-old boys is an
outright insult te the intelligence of anyone who
knows anything about army life.”

Conkling shows that the real benefits of mili- -

tarizing the boyhood of the U. S. accrues tp the
machine of the Army and Navy. That even “pre-

- paredness for defense” will not be served, since

the. specialists concede that a year's- training
“wears off”
Therefore, in the next war, of what benefit will
have been the years, the money, the moral sacri-
fices, when new training will be necessary?
Conkling shows ‘that the generals plan “re-
fresher” courses. General Palmer wrote in the
August issue of The Reserve Officer, “Every able-
bodied young American should be trained to fight
for his country if a war should come within three
or four years after he completes his training.”
“The smallest possible - professional organiza-

tion!" This seemingly modest, vague plea of Gen- -

eral Marshall and the. “planners” is scorned by
Conkling. How small. is “small"? “How ‘small,’ he

" asks, “could the professional organization possibly

be to prevent too man'y demotions?”

CONKLING STUMBLES

The kerhel weakness in Conkling's otherwise
imposing structure of argumentation is found in
what he himself ‘advacates. While. opposed to con-
scription of the youth, he 'says:

“We must always maintain a not oversized, but
sufficiently large and fully equipped standing army
and mavy, which includes formidable air forces
and underseas craft, as-well as a highly developed
personnel and the most progressively modern ma-
chinery of war Atnerlean ingenuity can deyise.”
(His emphasis.);

Conkling now lays himself open to attaclk.
Whereas he began his. pamphlet belittling the idea
of “defense” as a pretext for conscriptioni and cited

Hitler as a murderous example, now he himself

concedes “"defense” is necessary. Not by a large
army of reservists gotten by cempu]sory peace-
time military tratmng. to be sure, but a “not over-
sized” (how small is not oversized?) and a “suffi-
ciently large” (how large is sufficiently large?)
standing army.

He has reduced all his excellent supporting
arguments to one question: How large and what
kind of army for the “defense” he first scorned and
now upholds?

HOW TO FIGHT MILITARISM

LABOR ACTION is opposed to conscription for
all the good arguments that Conkling musters. The
lack of democracy, the financial burden on the

working people, the financial benefits to the Army

and Navy cliques of officers, etc.

But we oppose it for a fundamental reason, {oo.
We agree with the implication in Conkling’s ear-
lier description of “defense.” But we go further.
We believe capitalist nations go to war not for

defense of the homeland, but for the sake of their

profits. and investments. They either want to ob-

__tain what they heven’t ‘got (the “aggressor” na-

‘“nation, such ag Japan Germany) -and which their
rivals possess; or- they wish to keep what they.
have (the “defending” nation, such as the U. S,
Britain). and which is threatened by their rivals.

Hence the army and navy in a capitalist soci-
ety become the force through which the private
monopolists and industrialists maintain their privi-
leged positions. The, armed forces may be used
against internal enemies, class enemies. Some peo-
ple'may have forgotten the Palmer raids of 1920-21

following the First World War. Few have forgot- -

ten that General MacArthur. sent the Army to
shoot down the bonus marchers. Many of the far-
sighted capitalist politiciang are thinking of the
post-war. Not as'an era of“'peace, plenty and pros-
perity, but a time: when, as labor presses forward
its fight te secure these things which capital is
not prepared to give, it will be necessary to tame
it.

The advocacy er peacetlme training means that
the second “war to ‘end wars” has failed. Conkling
does not even’ see this .eminent contradiction.
The U. S., emerging on top of the heap in the proﬂt
scramble, will be hard pressed to maintain the
spoils. The vanquished capitalist nations—pérhaps
a super-Hitler—will -arise to challenge her.

The proposal for peacetime -military conscrip-

tion is part of this pnstawar pattern and is advo-
cated by Roosevelt himself as such. And only when
you recognize that for capitalism, all militarism
is a “link in God’'s world order” can you consist-
ently oppose it in every form. |

after two years without training.

Labor and
Management
in the Post-War

By Frank Snyder

Whatever dreams the trade union officialdom may "
have about the stabilizing role to be played by labor=-
management committees in the post-war era are cer-
tainly not providing the same contemplahons of bliss

- for management.

Instead, management, in its cautious old way—in fear
that it will punch the wrong cash register key—is re-
marking the dangers lurking there. At most, manage-
ment would hope to retain the “best” features of the
labor-management committees; but with the realism
management is noted for in such matters, it is not going
to allow itself to be disappointed if these boons are de-
nied it. Meanwhile it will “take” labor for what il can.
Management's fantasies are viewed in the January Mnd-
ern Industry magazine.

MANAGEMENT‘S VIEWS

Management's views are briefly stated. “The dangers
can be avoided if labor-management cooperation is re-
garded as a production tool—a device for more- efficient
and profitable operation of a plant, and not as part of
the collective bargaining machinery.”

Hence it is with fervor that it cites the activities of
the labor-management committees in respect to stop-
ping absenteeism and turnover, recruiting, suggestions
from employees, conservation, salvage, safety, etc. But
even about these activities management is wary lest
“worker participation on safety and health committees
will be translated into excessive union demands for im-
‘proved working conditions.” There is nothing manage-
ment dislikes more than to mistake a sale. L

Highlighting management’s enthusiasm over labor-
management committees during the war, and this is the
“best” feature, are the “contests which pit plant_against
plant, department against depsrtment." worker against
worker, .in the drive toward higher and better: produc-
tion (profits)., Zing! No hesitancy about that sale. Any
device which will intensify the speed-up needs little
gqualification to the boss.

Management’s greatest qualms derive from the fact

| that it knows (unlike those trade union officials who

apparently would like to forget) that the union move-
ment did not arise to increase profits for capital but to
check capital, which resorts to any and all methods to
return a minimum to labor. The workers know this too.
For even in those plants having a glorified labor-man-
agement committee “there has been a noticeable slacken-
ing in workers' suggestions. Managers see in this de-
cline an increasing reluctance on the part of workers to
submit ideas that may eliminate their jobs.” And again,
“employee participation in suggestion systems may give
|the union movement powerful weapons in bargaining
on such issues as severance pay for technologically un-'
employed.” To management it is clear that the interests
of capital and labor are irreconcilable. The differences
‘always creep up.

However, management now senses its greatest use’.of
the labor-management committees as a device. for rec-
onciling labor to post-war economic collapse and for
compromising labor protest activity by tying labor's
welfare to capital's welfare. With slogans of “loyalty will
. pay,” labor - mhnagement committees are dramatizing
post-war products and post-war planning committees,
seeking markets for products, setting up unemployment
committees—"“to assure displaced workers of their re-
turn to the plant upon resumption of normal conditions
and to .convince. present workers of the post war securi-
ty of their jobs!:

NO JOBS GUARANTEED

Thus in an economy which, if it were planned, could
provide $200 billions of consumer goods for the naition,
the best that capital can do is to plan unemployment—
and this it intends to do with the cooperation of labor.
This is the maximum deceit of both capital and those
union officials who have hired themselves out to the la-
bor-management committees. Of capital becanse it knows
full well that it cannot guarantee jobs in an economy
contracting from $200 billions to $80 billions in income,
and of the union officials for allowing 'ihemseﬁ?es to ac-
cept capital’s solution to the depression for iabor, ;

This is the most dangerous aspect of the labor-man-
agement committees, Labor (with Little Steel formula
wages) must not allow itself to be appended to capital

, (with heavy war profits) to accept depression and capi-

talist crises. Capital must be told that the war is its
war and that it alone is benefitting. Labor should break

. off its union with capital. It must rescind the no-strike

pledge and settle its disputes in the tried and tested
way of sending notice from the union hall and taking ac- '
tion in the factory. It must launch itself on an indepen-
dent political course which alone can lead to the. social-
ist solution of obtaining for labot the fruits of the pro-
ductwe capacity labor has created.

'én',Opén Leff.éf from the Workers Party to the Y.P.S.L.

_._-__])eérj(-.‘ﬁpmrades of the Young People's Socialist League:

-The Workers Party sends you and your convention warm fra-
temﬂl .greetings. Like ourselves, you have great resp{)ns:blhtles
a’ld w ighty problems to resolve. For you, as for us, what isin-

-

is_the building up of a strong, effective revolutionary’ socla].— Te-
o emem in this country. Each of us has approached this task:

n; diﬁerent directions and in different ways.' You have exer-

: ed your right in the past to make a critical evaluation of our.

p?Hy “We wish in this letter to take the liberty of expressing our

}l{s about the. YPSL. No better occasion could offer itself than

r Detro:t convyention, at which thé future of the YPSL will be
cided 4t least for the next period.

A socialist youth movement as a ”ureiy independent m-ga,nllsa—;j
..ii'n ‘is' of .course an. absurdity, The' organizalinn of the seelalist._l
- iyéuth has always been—and properly. so—linked intimately with

‘aparty, whatever the terms of the relationship may have_been.

' ‘From:its inception, the YPSL has been affiliated with the Socialist

JParty. In the history of this ‘@‘l]iation, the youth movement has

" known to you. The result is that the SP has come to be the-party °

~_almost invariably stood at the left wing of the party or worked to- -

_gether. with the: le!t wing of the party and for the vietory. of its.

ddegs., g

e. quesL{on of the future relatmnshlps between the YPSL and ;

SQElallst Party. is now uppermost in the minds of the young
soglal:st.s in this country. In one way or another, the .dishussions
an,d declsions of your convention will deal with this question. It is
‘a declsivle ‘one.;.. :

'socx.u;ls'r PARTY AND THE WAR

' The., Soc:al:st Party in 'the past few years, and pamcularly in
the ‘ertigial “‘period of .the Second World War, has ‘Steadily deterio-

51'&!&‘.11 ‘bath from-the standpoint of its influence in the working class

“and.the, standpoint of its socialist character. In general, the mem-
~ ‘bers, and- egpecially the militant left-wingers, in the YPSL have
‘sought. to resistthis deterioration to the maximum of their ability.
I fact that theéy have not been successful.
¢ war, and in all the vital problems raiseﬂ by the war,
‘the olea nsistent socialist and internationalist. position that
party. Jikg the SP_had the elementary duty to espouse, was not .
-,evidenee. The consolidation of the party that was. mandafory”
nm At in ﬂne orucial period we have been living unmu.gh did not
teke place 'l‘he ﬁrm dlseipline-—not. bureaucratie sf.erllity, bnt'
da

pline, without which no socialist party can hope to be effective—
disappeared entirely. More accurately, it was relaxéd completely

. against the right wing and directed exclnswely against the left
wing.

failed ' to pass the test. The party, as an organized, clear-voiced
political force, has virtually ceased to exist. In effect, the SP'is

known today only through the words and actions: of its most prom- *

> inent leader, Norman Thomas. “Official” So_cm_ltst .Panj_ty policy has
..o meaning for him. He makes policy for himself and by virtue of

‘the submissiveness of the rest of the party leadership, who dare’

not speak ‘up agamst him when he flouts or contravenes “official”
‘policy, it is his mdwldua! politics which come to-be*known in pub-
lic as the lelths of the Socialist Party. This fact is only too well

‘of Norman Thomas. As such, it has practically nothing in common
with the revolutionary socialist principles and aspirations of the
militants of the YPSL.

1t Norman Thomas is a law unto himself in the paﬂy, with his
constant veiled threats to resign if any attempts are made to en-

force party discipline, he is not an exception. Other party leaders -

and spokesmen go their own way and do as they please with im--
punity. As, you know, in Michigan and Illinois in particular, many

of them are constantly at work to find some way -or other of dis- '

solving the party entirely into some opportunistic combination.

Up to now, the YPSL militants have resisted and combatted this
disintegration. They have collaborated with some of the left-wing
elements. inside the SP itself. They have set themselves the goal
of winning the party to a left-wing program, a left-wing leadership
“3nd to their conception of what a truly revolutionary socialist party
should be.

It you are to cast up a sober balance sheet, these efforts have
ended in fajlure, The left wing is weaker today in the SP than it
has been in a long, long time. Iis prospects for victory in the SP
are more remote than ever. If anything, it is the right-wingers and
the “tired radicals” in the party who have recently taken the of-
fensive against the left wingers, above all against the YPSL mili-
tants, notably in Chicago. #

The question arises: What to do now?

Shall the YPSL militants devote themselves mdeﬁmtely to the

_.WOrk of winning what remains of the Socialist Party?. .

" The most obvious danger in such a view is this: The left wing-

A socialist party is tested decisively in wartime. The SP has '

ers can exhaust themselves, to no practical end, by substituting a
PURELY INTERNAL STRUGGLE against hardened right wingers
and deadweight dues-payers for EFFECTIVE INDEPENDENT
PARTICIPATION IN THE CLASS STRUGGLE. This means: no
realistic perspective, disorientation, a waste of valuable energies.
It can only end in the gradual breaking up of the YPSL itself.

We in the United States are, in a sense, more fortunhate than
our comrades in other countries. We have more time at our dis-

. posal for the building up of an effective revolutionary socialist
‘ movement. But this time is not unlimited. It must be utilized to

the maximum, because every day is precious and- the task is-deadly
serious,

To continue any longer with the work of “reformmg’ the So-
cialist Party,’and therefore afﬁhatlon with it, is a’ waste of precious
time. Lé

JOIN THE WORKERS PARTY . "
We'therefore pl-ace before you an aliernatwe We ask that you

.give it the most earnest consideration.

Qur Workers Party is a revolutionary soc!al.lst organization, It
has come into being along a different road' from yours. In many

‘ways it traditions. and its methods differ from yours. These facts
‘need not be ignored. -

But between the Workers Party and the mllitants of the YPSL
there is a fundamental bond which, in our view, is deecisive. We do
not have important differences on basic program.and aim. And it
is program and aim that should wunite revolut_i'onar)r socialists into
cne movement, ' '

There is an additional bond between us, and it is of great im-
portance. Like ourseives, every thinking member of the YPSL has
noted with abhorrence the ravages wrought in the labor and social-
ist movements by bureaucratism, Every one of us lays greater
store by workers’ democracy than ever before, Our party is proud
of the fact that bureaucratism is not tolerated within its ranks in
any form or for a single instant. Our party is proud of the fact that
it looks upon the free discussion of party problems, party princi-

_ ples and .ppiigie_s. not as an’ “occasional” affair, or as a “luxury,” but
- as"an integral part of its daily life, as an indispensable element in

fts development. The unity in action which ‘we have achieved is
based in large part upon the most jealoua mintenenee of party

.democracy.

. We propose to you:

Join ranks with the Workers Party!
Let us be more concrete. We propose to you:

That, the YPSL shall fuse with the Workers Party and operate
as its. youth organization. The terms of this relationship are of
course Tully subject to discussion between us. We ourselves hold
to the principle of complete organizational autonomy for the youth
organization which is linked with the party politically.

We know that many of you have significant differences with the
Workers Party, partfcularly on questions relating to historical es-
timations, more particularly on the question of historic Bolshevism
or Trotskyism and of aspects of the Russian Revolution. To us, this
is the least disturbing aspect of the problem of our relations. In our
party it is possible to discuss these historical ‘questions, and even
their topical political implications, in a free, comradely and scien-
tific manner, free of bigotry, heresy—huntmg and threats of ex-
communication. For our part, we welcome such discussions, not
only between organizations but inside our own movement, We ask
only that those with whom we discuss likewise refrain from intol-
erance and bigotry, and confine' themselves to the methods wh:ch
are in the best tradition of revolutionary Marxism.

Both of us have the same problem to solve, the same task to per-.
form. There must be built up in this country—and, with our. aid,

. also internationally—a strong, effective, serious revplutlonary s0-
. cialist movement, its roots deep in the worklng class; its activity

constant, disciplined, consistent; its inher life a model of the demo-
cratic social order to which we socialists dspire.. |

We propose to you that we solve this problem by perfonnill;
the task jointly, in one movement. We are not concerned with .
petty “maneuvers,” with “clever tricks” in regard to the militants
of the YPSL. Our proposal-is made to you openly, ‘with candid rec-
ognition not only of what unites us but what still divides us, with
the sincerest wish for the closest union of the best revolutionary
socialist forces in the country. ‘

The fusion of the YPSL and the Workers Party would not mezn
that our job is accomplished—far from it. But it would mark a real
leap forward in the building of the movement to- which we are both
devoted, with the most fruitful results in the immediate l’uture
The decision is in your hands, i

. With revolutionary socialist greetjngs. :
*THE WORKERS PAR.TY, i3
: Max Shaehtman. Nazional-'
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