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Labor:

By SAM ADAMS

President Emil Rieve, head of the Textile Workers of Amenca. in resign-
ing from the War Labor Board, took a step which' should have been taken
long ago. Following the action of the Textile Workers’ executive committee,
which scrapped the no-strike pledge for themsands of its workers, Rieve va-
cated his post as an alternate member of the WLB. His reason for resigning
was that the WLB, sinceé its powers have beén ‘curbed by Director of Stabil-

jzation Vinson, was no longer able to function and that he, as® labor mem-

ber, had no recourse but to resign.

In resigning, Rieve called for the reconstitution of a WLB on its former
basis “when it had the power to act.” This is the position of most of the lead-
ers of the CIO.and it is a mistaken position.

Vinson's decision to hold up increases granted by the WLB until examina-
tion of the price situation and the gﬂ’ect of such raises upon it was made by
the OPA is not fundamentally different from the previous position of the

" WLB.

WAS THE WLB DIFFERENT?

As a matler of fact, the WLB has held up hundreds and hundreds of cases
‘'on this very ground and has persistently refused to grant justifiable wage in-
creases because it adhered to lhe President’s wage stabilization program.

What the CIO leaders are doing is offering a lot of excuses for the WLB.
The WLB was no better during the years of its existence when it had no
Vinson to approve its wage decisions. Vinson, for example, had nothing to do
with the refusal of WLB to raise wages for the auto workers, rubber work-
ers, textile workers, mine workers, packinghouse workers, etc. And the cases
of these workers have been before the WLB for as long as two years or more.

The labor leaders refuse to recognize the fact, although it stares them in
the face that the WLB was organized for the specific purpose. of holding
back wage increases and to see to it that’ the principle of the Little Steel
formula is strictly adhered to. It was and is the graveyard for labor's wage
demands. '

The labor leaders refuse {o recognize the fact, although it stares them in
the face, that the WLB is a body appointed by President Roosevelt to carry
out his policies. .

The labor leaders refuse to recognize the fact, although it stares them in
the face, that Stabilizatioh Director Vinson is an appointee of President
Roosevelt, selected for the purpose of adhering to the wage freeze which
FDR inaugurated. The President did not select. Vinson to approve of wage
increases for the majority' of workers, who need them, but to prevent such
wage increases!

FDR MISLED THE LAB'o_ng_ LEADERS

What the labor leaders like to-forget is that the President promiséd, when
he made the Little Steel formula the law governing wages, that it would be

Some True Figures (Not WLB):
How Labor Enriches Capital
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rise in"‘the cost of living would. be accompamgﬂ by: peggmg up the formula.

" But the Presidént did not really’ mean it. He misrepréesented the whole situa-

tmn to the labor leaders, who swallowed it. He meant to mislead them!

Do the labor leaders continue ‘to swallow it today? How can they, when
the facts are so clear? The trouble with the labpr ledders is that’ they replace
militant unionism and the interests of the millions of rank and file workers.
with bad politics. Not with independen$ labor politics, based on a Labor Party
aﬁﬂ a militant.labor program, but with ' eapital:st politics based on no pro-
g’ram except support to President’ H,nosevdt. ‘I‘his unquestioned support "to
Roosevelt has resulted in defeatinx the most important demands of labor

made since the war began!-

What conclusions do the labor leaders draw from all this? They haven't
vet decided fo quit the WLB in a body when this is the indicated course. In-

stead, they denounce Vinson,

‘Roosevelt’s appomtee They still continue to

speak strongly in favor of the no-strike pledge, when it ‘has lohg ago. become

a dangerous farce,

The WLB report on, wages sent to the Presulent is an insult to every per-
son in the country who works for a living. The CIO and the AFL reacted

quite sharply to the report of the WLB

'I'hey properly denounced it. But,

what conclusions do these:labor- leaders’ "draw? None
The conclusions, however, are ihdlcate& GE‘I‘ OFF THE WLB! RESCIND

THE NO-STRIKE PLEDGE!

‘These are the things which bind lnhors hands, make: it the easy prey of
the bosses and the government, who dre allied for the purposes of destroying
the'standard of living of the workers, while they g'uars.ntce the greatest pmﬂts

in“history ‘to the bosses!
LABOR‘ GET OFF THE WLB!

RESCIND THE NO- STRiKE PLEDGE!

Mefropohtcm Life Acts
$o Evnct 3000 Families

By LEAH TRACY

NEW YORK-—More than 3,000 fami-
lies in an eighteen-block aréa known
as Stuyvesant Town, on New York’s
East Side, are on the verge of being
evicted by order of the Metropohtan
Life Insurance Co.

The Metropohtan Life (wealth:est
company in_ the whole waorld—capi-
talized at almost five bllhon doliars)
“Yought up the territory 1ast year in
order to tear down the slum area and

build its own new Stuyvesant Totvn_

on the site.

The New York City Council proved
itself a. worthy servant of the com-.

pany by granting it an almost com-
pletely free hand in determining the
conditions under which the proposed
piroject”’ 5 to:be built. The company
has set $14 as the cost of a room in
the’ new| ‘project — far beyond the
pocketbooks of the average present
tépant. It will also be a Jim Crow
project, despite the anti-discrimina-
tion clause written into the city laws.

The company set up a Tenants' Re-
lo¢ation Bureau in the neighborhood
for the purpose of rehousing the ten-
ants. In most cases, however, they
have steered tenants to rat-infested
hovels worse than the ones they oc-
cupy at present. Most of the “new”
apartments “found” by the insurance
company lack adequate toilet facili-
ties and steam heat.

This outrage is not going unpro-
tested. Meetings of tenants have been
held by sthe dozen, but nong ot, them

has grappled with the réal problems
and their solutions.
The victims of the Metropolllan

'Life' Insurance Company can obtain

the . justice - the . situation' obviously
requires only if they ORGANIZE
into a strong and militant Tenants
Cummlttee or organization.

It is .absolutely certain that the
slums will come down. We of LABOR
ACTION'" are - wholeheartedly for
slum  clearance. These particular
slums. should have been torn down
twenty years ago. But we firmly be-
lieve that slum clearance should take
place for the BENEFIT of those slum-
dwellers and not at-their EXPENSE.
" The Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company's Stuyvesant Town housing
project is a purely profit-making ven-
ture.

We believe that a minimum pro-
gram around which the majority of
workers and their families in. the

- Stuyvesant: area can rally.- around

must include the following points:

1. No evictions until suitable hous-
ing has been ‘obtained for all tenants.

2. Demand that the OPA enforce
its own regulations on evictions in
t!le present emergeney housing sit-
uation.. .

- 3. All moving expenses to be paid
by the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Compm':y'

4, Demand that the evicted tenants
be gnaranteeﬂ priorities for apart-
ments in the new project at rents no
higher than they are paying at pres-
ent. '

be counted until March. Reports
coming in, however, indicate that the
International Executive Board of the
UAW and the-committee in charge
of conducting the referendum did
their utmost to prevent an honest
expression of opinion by the mem-

. bership of the UAW.

IRREGULARITIES

" The outstanding case that has been
reported to date comes from Lan-
gsing. There UAW officers discovered
that. ballots had been sent to :the
management of the large' Olds and
Reo plants. The Olds local discovered
that most of the officers of the com-
pany had received umion ballots in
the no-strike pledge referendum.
Even the president of the company,
S. E. Skinner, who also is a vice-
president of General Motors, the par-
eni concern, received a ballot from
the union. After the union entered a
protest, however, the ballots were
retyrned.

At Reo Motors, on the other hand,
where management also received bal-
lots, the company refused to return
these ballots to the union. If is en-
tirely possible that ‘the officials of
Reo Motors, Inc, have voted in the
referendum.

The news of this violation of the
Grand Rapids convention mandate
caused a wave of resentment to
sweep Lansing aute unionists, who
were overwhelmingly against the no-
strike pledge. The Lansing CIO
Council, made up predominantly of
UAW locals, denounced thé conduct
of the referendum to the interna-
tional officers of the union. Most
Lansing locals are taking similar ac-
tion.

. To add fo the resentment of auto
workers in Lansing and elsewhere
was the obvious failure of the refer-
endum committee even to attempt a
fair and impartial vote. Auto work-
ers all over the country are report-
ing cases in which from two to five
ballots are received by a ingle- per-

~son, often a person who-has not been
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Irregular Balloting

[ \NDUSTRY,
MEMBERS

a member of the union for a year or
more. In particuldr where a worker
has transferred his job within the
last year or two have such duplica-
tions of ‘ballots been found. It would
not be surprising if the total vote
turned out to. be larger than the total
membership of the auto union.

WORDING OF BALLOT

The unfairness of the vote is made
even- worse by the wording of the
ballot. The wording, protested by un-
ion militants when the ballots were
first issued, is heavily weighted in
favor of a vote to support the pledge
with. references to the pledge made
to the “Commander-in-Chief” and the
people but without any mention of
the fact that the pledge was made
by the top bureaucrats and noi by
the rank and file membership.

With all these factors present, it
is impossible 'to predict the outcome
of the referendum. Since the vote is
being conducted in the manner of a
plebiscite, it would indeed be sur-

prising if the sentiment of the ma-.

By MARTIN HARVEY"
DETROIT—-The Dodge main plant.of
the Chrysler Corporation was shut
down by a strike of the more than
17,000 workers which began on Feb.
23. The strikers, members of Lo-
cal 3, UAW-CIO; were protesting an
attempt of the company to reintro-
duce the vicious speed-up for which
Detroit was noted before the advent
of the UAW.

The Chrysler Corporation had at-

tempted to raise the production rate,

in the gear department from 108 to
184 pieces per hour. The workers
were unable to meet this rate, and
eight employees, including one with
twenty years’' seniority, were fired.
The walkout was the result.

George F. Addes, acting president
of ‘the UAW, immediately entered the
picture 'in -his usual role of strike-

in
UAW No-Strike Voting

DETROIT—The no-strike pledge ref-
erendum in the UAW-CIO is now
over, although the ballots will not

jority of the auto workers made itself
felt, A vote to retain under sqch cir-
cumstances should discourage no one.
It would merely indicate the need
for redoubled efforts on the part of
the ranks to get rid of the infamous
pledge and redoubled vigilance to in-
sure the democratic conduct ai union
affairs.

You Don't Say! Dept.
“SENATORS BACK BANKERS”
*“ ..The American Bankers As-
sociation’s program closely paral-
lels the line that several influen-
tial senators have been developing
recenily. The similarily is so close,
in fact, that observers promptly
jumped to the conclusion that
there had been a considerable ex-
change of views beforehand.”"—
Business Week, February 10.

BACKS FDR WAG
FREEZE AGAIN!

By WALTER WEISS

The public members of the War Labor Board have passed
judgment, in a long-delayed report to the President, on their own
Little Steel formula—and have found it good.

Not only that. By using statistics in a brand-new way, invenl'-

ed especially for this occasion, they are able to "prove” that
wage rates have actually run ahead of price increases, so that
workers in manufacturing are, on the uverage, seven per cent

better off than in January, 1941. This conclusion wi_ll'-runk in hfs’-

tory as one of the statistical frauds of the ages.

Early last September, CIO President Philip Murray, frnll
from a conference with Roosevelt, rushed to a convention of the
rebellious auto workers, pleaded with them to retain the no-
strike pledge, and staked his life (but not his job) that the Little

breaker. Knowing that his words
would not affect he results of the re-
cently: concluded no-strike pledge
referendum, Addes “ordered” the
Dodge workers back to work and
threatened “immediate action on the
part of the executive board of the
union” if the workers failed to heed
his dictatorial edict.

In contrast to the position of Addes
and the international, Mike Novak,
president of the Dodge Local, an-
nounced that the local executive
board was in full sympathy with the
striking workers. At a membership
meeting held on Sunday, February
25, to consider going back to work,
the local voted overwhelmingly to
stay out and called out the 600 main-
tenance men and tool and die work-
ers to add support to the strike.

At this meeting, at which Norman

Steel formula would be punctured—and soon.

A few days later, this “honorable” and ¢ responSIble” ‘labor
leader was refusing to predict when or how the War Labor
Board would act on the case of his own steel workers. 2

They’re Kidding
About “War
Criminals”’ Trials

By JESSE KAAREN
The closer the Allies come to vic-

. tory in Europe, the more vague their

ofﬁmals become on ‘the subject of
punls_hment for war guilt. There

would be nothing wrong with that if

it implied that the Allies meant not
to interfere in the matter. But that
would be expecting the impossible.
The record of the AMG in Italy, the
British role in Greece, the strong-
arm methods used in Belgium, . in
France and in other European na-
tions, prove that the Allies mean to

interfere strongly—and on the wrong

side.

WHAT THE WORKERS DID

“Shooting rather than imprison-
ment as the best means of disposing
of Hitler” was the refort gliven by a
young German soldier-prisoner to the
question as to what he would do with
his Fuehrer. In Italy, the masses also

moved with a sure instinct to dispose

of their war criminals. When they

. became impatient with the slow tem-

po of justice in Rome they threw
into the Tiber River the keeper of

Regina Coeli Prisan, where. several

hundred Italian hostages had previ-
ously been executed to satisfy the
Germans,

United States officials protested. this
and they have acted to impede the

' carrying out of popular jusfice ever

since they landed in Italy. A

The Dutch unde ground too raised
such a mighty protest when one of
the ministers in exile, from his safe
haven in London -apologized for
Dutch collaborators and pleaded for
leniency for them, that the minister
had to be displaced.

In France, too, the masses have
done very well in dispensing justice
on their own, when they were not
interfered. with by de Gaulle or by
the Allied overlords.

The liberal New York newspaper
PM is carrying on a crusade for a
strict policy of pumshmenl for war

(Continued on page 2)

Dodge Strikers Still Stand Firm !

Matthews, Chrysler director of the
UAW, represented the International
Union, all references to himself and
George Addes were heartily booed.
The same fate was suffered by the
one or two proposals that were ‘made
to compromise the issue with the
company. The membership was' for
staying out until their point was won.

In this they had the support of the
workers in most of the thirteen
Chrysler plants in the Detroit area,
all of whom have been victims in

to speed up production in preparation
for auto production. The addition of
the interplant drivers to the ranks of
the strikers made a further spread of
the strike seem likely.

It is impossible to say at this writ-
ing what action. the.' International

Union and the War Labor Board will.

“I do know this,” he 'Sa;i_&:s'

“that the board must speed up
its decision in this case. The
workers of the United - States
want a decision from that

board, and they want it speed- 3

ily.”

LABOR GET]‘ING GYPPED = |

A couple of months later, ‘the WLB

refused any raise in basic ratés to

the steel workers and merely granted

-them a*few cents on thei*r‘“!rmge des
mands”’—vacation pay, ‘shift differdns -
tials and the like. The Little’ Stfel,‘

formula was unbroken. But Murray

promptly ' hailed the decision as a_

“great victory.”

Thereupon, Economic

minor concessions must not be made.

in future cases, unless the OPA first’
agreed that no rise in prices wollld

result.

The lapor leaders were iuriaus,
stating that the board  was being
stripped of all its (two-cent or three-
cent) power and was being made. a
mere puppet of Vinson. The public
members too put up a mild protest.

WLB CARRIES OUT FDR PLA_N .

And now?

Now these public members say
that they don’t want the power to
raise wages above the Little Steel’
level. That. would be dangerous.

They say that only the lowest. paid

workers deserve, and need -anins
creéase. But they z:eeommend to. Vm—
son a scandalous fifty-five cent mini-

* mum for textile workers, for fear ‘that

a higher scale would affect wages m
other industries.
They say that all workers stand t(l

lose heavily in the post-war peribd—-n.

but that it's too soon to do anythmg
about that. -

Puppets, are they? No, not jllsi

puppets, but guite willing agents of

Vinson and of his superior, “Assistant
President” Byrnes, and of his supe-
rior, President Roosevelt, And wills
ing agents, like these superiors: of
theirs, of the whole capitalist class.’

This much we have always said,
and events have confirmed us morﬁ
than fully.

_ What is to be done now? -

Emil Rieve, president of the Texlll&
“Workers Union, has already resi:nedl

(Continued on page 2)

take In- past sltuatmns ot tlns kmd
the international has suspended. local
executive: boards for backing up the
membership. However, in-every: ca:ie
of this kind the internatipnal _was
répudiated and the local board up-

held by being voted back into officé

by overwhelming votes of the mem:=
bership. A

The wusual government actwn, if
the strike lasts for some time, is to

“seize” the plant. Local President No+ -
, vak has already asked that the gov-
recent months of company attempts

ernment ‘take over the plant. The
danger to the workers in this is that
any nominal seizure by the governt
ment will be to PREVENT settlement
of the grievance. The ‘workers: must
not accept federal seizure. of , the
plant as a substitute for the eliniing
tion of the speed-up: an& the’
statement. of: the. fired workers, _

' "smbm:ei’ -_
Vinson informed the board that even_
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By David Coolidge

MASS ACTION:

JOTTINGS FROM A
CROSS-COUNTRY TOUR

I have been trying. to follow the
transactions of the World Trade Un-
ion. Conference, meeting in London,
but this is extremely difficult when
one is located in Los Angeles. There
are no newspapers here that make
any pretense at an adequate cover-
age of national and international
évents. The daily rubbish that corhes
in the Chandler “Times” and the
Hearst “Examiner” stinks as much
-as the oil refineries in the environs
of LA, Manchester Boddy's ‘“News”
makes- an effort to be a newspaper
but -t is really little more: than-a
purveyor of local items; Boddy's per-
sonal -editorials and the “boiler plate”
coming from Drew Pearson and other
'natlonal columnists. -

IFTU AND FASCISM

At any rate, it seems that the Lon-
don Conference, composed of the
British Trade Union Congress, the
CIO and Stalin's GPU, has been giv-
ing attention to the problem of what
to do with Germany after the armies
of Russia and the United Nations
have pitched their tents in Berlin. I
don't know yet what the CIO pro-
posal is aside from the declaration of

- the last CIO convention that the
“CGierman people must be made to
‘make restitution for the crimes they
have visited on humanity.”

Carey, in his speech to the Con-
ference, said that the CIO is in -ac-
cord with the views of Citrine that
‘-“strong measures must be taken to
assure the complete destruction of
every vesfige of fascism and of Jap-
anese imperialism.”  Carey did not
say who was to .destroy “fascism”
and “Japanese imperialism.” Presum-
ably, Churchill, Stalin and Roosevelt.
““We all can agree that these three
‘“statesmen” will aim at the destruc-
tion of Japanese
imperialism. That
is, we can agree
that such is their
present aim. No
one should be
surprised, how -
ever, ‘should any
one of the three
and the imperial-
ists they repre-
gent, come to the
conclusion at \
some later date,rszm. >

that a little “Japanese imperialism”
in China, for instance, might not be
so bad. American scrap dealers, for
example, some day might find them-
selves with a surplus of scrap iron
which the Japanese might be willing
to take off their hands at a good
stiff price.

It is also true that Great Britain
will have no moral scruples against
destroying ~ Japanese imperialism.
England has a perfect record at de-

- stroying not only rival imperialisms,

but national independence of big and
small na.tmns and any and all pohtn-
cal, economic and social aspirations
of colonial peoples.

U. S. AND JAPAN

The United States, too, can be
counted on to carry on a holy cru-
sade against “Japanese imperialism.”
Aren’t the Japanese in possession of
‘the tin, rubber and oil of the Neth-
erlands’ East Indies? England can'be
counted on to render complete assist-
ance in this task of destroying “Jap-
anese imperialism.”” England wil_i:.-_t_i_o
this is long as “Japanese imperialism”
is a threat to British imperialism. Iif,
at some later date, imperialist Japan
should become useful to the British
imperialist ruling class (as in 1932),
then we may expect Great Britdin
to join hands with the Japanese.

There is therefore no guarantee at
all that the Big Three imperialist na-
tions, England, Russia and the United
States, will maintain the present
love feast. Any one of them will stab
the others in the back at the mo-
ment dictated by “manifest destiny,”
“dollar diplomacy,” “national inter-
ests,” ete. For where oil, coal, iron,
wheat or markets are, “there is the
fatherland.”

The destruction of “every vestige
of fascism” is gquite another matter.
Who is to do this? The British im-
perialist ruling class? Our own impe-
rialist ruling class? The imperialist
Stalinist gangsters and murderers?
The Big Three? Is that what Church-
ill's tanks were ‘doing in Greece
when they ran down the Greek work-
ers? Hitler’s tanks also ran down the
Greek workers.

Does the Roosevelt government
consider it is destroying “every ves-
tige of fascism” when it proposes a
National Service Act which will

chain the workers to the private
profit “free enterprise” factories-of
du . Pont, Morgan, Stettinius -and
Rockefeller? Hitler organized a-labor
front, too, which chained the German
workers to the private profit capital-
ist factories of Krupp and Goering.
Goering is in the Hitler government,
but so are Stettinius and Rockefeller
in the Roosevelt government.

Will Stalin say that he is destroy-
ing “every vestige of fasclsm" ‘when
he sends his S
bloody GPU . to
rule over ‘the Ro-
manians, Hungar-
jans, Poles, Esto-
nians and Lithua-&
nians? Or when
he transports
hundreds of thousands of Polish
workers to Russia and keeps them at
forced labor? Or when, he proposes
that hundreds of thousands .of .Ger-
man Wworkers be sent into Russia to
rebuild. the country after .the war?
We presume that'some of the Stalin-
ist-renovated 'Junkers German gen-
erals, now held in “protective cus-
tody” by Stalin, will be made slave-
drivers over these deported Gérman
workers in the Russian labor camps.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

These are things for workers in
the U. S. to think about. This is some-
thing for Murray, - Carey, Hillman
and every labor leader to think over.
They act-as though the world and all
its problems were only a vast taffy-
pulling contest. They talk :about wip-
ing out “every vestige of fascism”
by defeating Germany, just as though
fascism were a privaté monopoly of
Hitler, invented by him and never
dreamed -of by any capitalist in any
other country in the world. To these
labor leaders, fascism has no rela-
tionship to eapitalism, to -capitalist
economic’ crises, to unemployment or
to any of the manifold ills which
bear down on society today all over
the world.

Murray has called foithe the re-
vival of the PAC clubs and commit-
tees. Just ordinary militant workers
might consider -demanding a discus-
sion on these important questions in
the meetings of the national PAC, in
every local union and in every local
PAC commiteee.

Samuel Gompers. Labor
Lleui'encmi' of Capital

By RUTH PHILLIPS

In December, 1886, at Columbus,
Ohio, a number of national trade
union representatives came iogether
and founded the American Federa-
tion of Labor, with Samuel Gompers
as its first president.

Gompers, a cigar maker by trade,
‘wa$ a trade unionist from his youth.
Before he became a trade union offi-
mal he was a socialist and believed,
as he said, “with the most advanced
thinkers in the abolition of the wage

© “system.”

“ But Gompers, a shrewd and ener-
getic man, was essentially a conserv-
ative, completely lacking -in that so-
cial vision which distinguished his
two chief contemporaries and rivals
in the labor movement, Gene Debs
and Bill Haywood.

A UN_I_ON_ OF CRAFTSMEN

"In the 1880’s, when the AFL was
formed, industry was not yet organ-
ized on the mass production basis of
today. A big percentage of the work-
ers ‘were craftsmen, proud of their
skill and able to command higher
wages and better conditions than
their unskilled brothers. The skilled
workers were jealous of their privi-
Teges. and afraid of the competition
of the masses of unskilled.

The unskilled workers had been
organized in large numbers by the
Knights of Labor. The Knights found
their efforts unaided and even sabo-
taged by the eraft unions. The unifi-
cation of the Knights of Labor and
the American Federation of Labor
in the eighties would have created a
powerful union movement in Amer-
ica. Instead, the two organizations
fought each other. The K. of L. per
ished in the struggle.

IGNORING UNSKILLED WORKERS

Gompers saw his chance in the
division between the skilled and un-
skilled. His aim was to organize pow-
erful craft unions whose concern was
simply with getting higher wasges
and better conditions for the skilied
mmonty As for the rest of the work-
ers in the country, they were of no
ihterest to the AFL, He was ior a
strong, centralized national federa-
tion with well paid officers and or-
ganizérs, supported by high dues and
initiation ‘fees. High wages for the

-skilled workers were to be obtained

by peaceful bargaining with the em-

'ployers ‘who could be brought to see

ﬂle w:sdorn of supporting an aristoc-
racy of labor which would help to
keep the unskilled workers down.
‘Gompers’ ideas were clever and
timély. In those days, no trade union
organization could exist without the

skilled workers, as the K. of L. had

$o 'tinfortunately proved. The AFL
Teft the organization of the unskilled

© Workers to social visionaries like
Debs “and ‘Haywood. It grew sirong )

under Gompers’ leadership by utiliz-
ing the division and prejudices in the
ranks of labor.

The left wing in the labor move-
ment called Gompers “labor skate”
and “sell-out artist.” Most apt of all,
the socialist, Daniel De Leon, called
him and ‘his kind ‘“the labor lieuten-
ants of capitalism.” These “titles”
were well earned by Gompers. In
1894, the great Pullman strike led by
Debs’ American Railway Union was
defeated as much by Gompers' re-
fusal to give it support as by federal
troops.

Perhaps the most flagrant sell-out
of all was in 1919, when Gompers, by
wlthdrawing his support and conniv-
ing with President Wilson and the
steel trust broke the great steel
strike of 1919, setting back trade un-
ionism among the steel workers for
years after.

From 1900 to 1914 the AFL grew
from 600,000 to 2,000,000 members.

“But already the progress of modern

industry was passing the AFL by.
As craft skills became less of a fac-

tor in modern industry; industrial
union organization became & crying
necessity for the growth of the laber
movement. Gompers continued to
ignore the growing army of unskilled
and unorganized workers. Instead, he
devoted his attention to such projects
as the National Civic Federation, of
which he was vice-president, while
August Belmont, a leading capitalist,
was president. There Gompers fos-
tered “harmony” between labor and
capital.“

CLASS COLLABOERATION

Gompers preached cooperation with
the bosses, not only on the economic
front. Under the pretense of keeping
politics out of the unions, he attached
labor to the tailshjrts of the Repub-
lican and Democratic Parties, He sa-
botaged every attempt of labor to
form an independent party of its
own. Under the slogan “Reward your
friends and punish your enemies,
he supported the candidates of capi-
tal.

When America entered the war in
1917, Gompers waved the flag more
violently than any professional jin-
goist. He presented President Wilson
with a no -strike, no -organization
pledge for the duration! He hailed the
war as a “war for democracy.”

The anti-union, open-shop offensive
of the bosses in the post-war period
found Gompers and his by-now weak-
ened organization totally unprepared
to meet it. The membership and in-
fluence of the AFL declined sharply.

When Gompers died in' 1924, he
left behind him a weak and ineffec-
tual Federation of Labor poisoned by
his outdated trade union philosophy.

“Pure and simple trade unionism”
had brought the union movement to
a low ebb, from which it did not re-
cover until the CIO organization
drives of 1935.
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

Notes on the National Wage Crises

‘By WALTER. wmss

- Back on Oct-ober 11, at a “stormy”
session of the WLB, public and in-
dustry members voted that they
would make no recommendation at
all to the President about the Little
Steel formula.

Why not? Because they didn't have
enough information as to the effects
a .change might have on prices. The
President could rely on other experts
for-that, they said.

The labor members accused the

p_ublm members of timidity, failure to -~

do their duty, etc.
‘e
PUBLIC MEMBER KIDDING )

Since October 11—the election be-
ing over and the labor members hav-
ing proved their own timidity for the
thousandth time — the public mem-
bers have become bold and do make
a definite recommendation: that gen-
eral wage increases “would be disas-
trous to the war effort and to the
economic security of all segments of
our population.”

WLB public members weep some
more of those;cheap tears in their
Little Steel report for city and other
government workers .and -for the
white collar class generally.

They say there oughtto be a law—
several laws, in fact. Nothing they
themselves can do about it, thank
God.

By the way, these laws should be
passed, “IF it should ‘be concluded
at any time -that national economic
policy- calls for in't:reasing the level
of clmSllmEr meomes

No 'hurry, you see. Certainly not
now. Probably not even in your life-
time. '

IT'S DONE WITH FIGURES

By government figures wage rates
since January, 1941, have gone up 19.5
per cent, but the cost of living is up

29.5 pér cent. This last figure should,

according to labor research, be fully
15 per cent higher, or 44.5 per cent.

They re Klddmg About War Criminals--

(Continued from page 1)

criminals; They consistently hold up
the ‘Soviet government as a modei,
using that coumtry’s very aggressive
statements .as proof that they do have
the intention- o&(punmhmg war ‘crimi-
nals.

A little closer attention' ta the
facts, however, reveals that the So-
viet regime is just as indisposed to
bring war criminals to trial as are
the other imperialist partners in this
war. The Russians have whole crews
of the most famous top generals of
the Nazi regime in Moscow. What
have they done with them? Put them
up in fine Moscow hotels and organ-

WLB Hol

(Continued from page n
from the WLB. The union’s execu-
tive board has released part of the
n_:e_mbershi_p fr_om the mno - strike

pledge. These long overdue steps
were taken even before the Little

Steel report, mainly in protest against’

Vinson’s holding up the WLB's fifty-
five cent minimum and other small
concessions to the textile workers.

. The problem for WLB public mem-
bers was::how to explain away that
ten per cent gypping workers are
taking, even according to government
figures.

Simple! Just add meentwe bonuses,
faster wartime promotions, night shift
premiums and a few other things to
base wage rates.

Now wage rates are up 36.7 per
cent, and workers. are seyen per cent
to the good, instead.of ten per cent
to the bad. !

It's all done with figures.

.-
BOSSES RAKE IT IN.

WLB and other government agen-
cies insist that wartime taxes should
not be included in the cost of living
(at least, not the worker’'s cost of liv-

ing). BUT—night shift prenuums up-

grading, etec., will largely disappear at
the end of t.h_e war, The WLB admits
this. Who expects post-war taxes to
go down very much—if at all—except

for the corporations and the rich?

According” to the newspaper PM,
the WLB report does mention, way
back in an appendix, that profits are
higher than ever before in history—
even after taxes,

Corporate profits before taxes rose
from about two and a half billions in
1938 to almost twenty-three billions
in 1943, an increase of about 800 per
cent,

-Profits after taxes were one and a
half billions in 1938 and nine billions
in 1943, an increase of 500 per cent.

This doesn't even take into account
the big tax refunds the companies—
not you—are entitled to.

Yet the WLB is sure that wage in-
creases would require price rises.

L ]

ACTING FOR FDR

During the past year the WLB's
boss (we mean Roosevelt himself)
made it clear again and again that

' HELEN JUDD

The sad news of the death of Comrade Helen Judd has just reached
us from Chicago. This seventy-one-year-old revolutionary socialist died
of a heart attack en route to a meeting. Her death is indeed a great loss

to the socialist movement.

Comrade Judd was well known in the workers’ movement of Chi-
eago. During the last war she was ousted as a teacher in the public
school system because of her outspoken anti-war views. Her case be-
came widely known and received sirong support from the entire labor

movement,

She was in the left wing of the. Socialist Party, an early member of
the Communist Party at a time when it was truly a workers’ organiza-
tion. In 1929 she was expelled from that party for demanding a deme-
cratic discussion on the views of Leon Trotsky. Helen Judd thereafter
became a chirter member of the Communist League of American and
continued ever since as an active participant in the political movement. |

At the time of her death she was

a member ‘of ‘the ‘Socialist Workers

Party, an organization adhering to the views of Leon Trotsky,

. The working class movement will miss this fine comrade—a devoted
and honest ﬂghter in behalt of socialism and world i’reedom

]

i i

ized them into a “German Nationaly included, are more frightened about

Committee’ and if Stalin finds it nec-
essary plans to present these highly
placed fascists to the German people
ak their “new” rulers.

Russian ‘aggressiveness toward the
German people has, in fact, quite an-
othier purpose. It is aimed not at the
top fascists, but is rather a deliberate
campaign to whip up mass hate and

hysteria againsl._ the German workers’
so that the “democratic” world can be .

influénced to tolerate the Russian
plan’ to enslave the German workers
and ship them off to Russia.

As has been pointed out before in
LABOR ACTION, the Allies, Russia

Is to FDR

These steps were taken, as Rieve
said, in response to tremendous pres-
sure from theé ranks.,

At the time this is written, there
are reports that the CIO executive
board will soon. meet. Philip Murray
is qunoted as describing the situation

s “simply  intolerable,” but, at the
same time, as calling for careful ob-
servanceof the no-strike pledge ‘“now,
more than ever.”

-

March 9¢h
8:00 p.m.

Murch 23rd
8:00 p-m.

,

- i

SAN PEDRO HARBOR AREA
Monﬂl Calendar of Events

by
Friends of Labor Action
SPEAKER

DAVID COOLIDGE

: I.ABOR ACTION COLUMNIST
Labor Secretary of the Workers Party

A MILITANT PROGRAM FOR THE
TRADE UNIONS

SOCIALISM AND A WORKERS
GOVERNMENT

ADMISSION FREE

March 3l--Sc|1'urduy Nite Party
Celebruflng

/APRIL FOOL'S DAY
AT 1039 S. MEYLER—-Cor. l'lih-—-SAN FEDRO

what the European workers will. do

than they are about leaving the war'

criminals where they are now —in
key positions. They need the war
eriminals and ex-collaborationists. to
carry on as before for the Allies. The
Allies have emasculated the War
Crimes Commission which ‘they them-
selves set up a few years ago in the

honeymoon of the Atlantic Charter

period.

A dispatch from Germany reveals
the pattern that Allied occupation of
that country will take: “The military
government is carefully weeding out
those with Nazi Party affiliations

Wage Freeze--

Their whole record indicates that
our ever - so - patriotic labor leaders
will be satisfied to have “power” re-
stored to the WLB—power to grant
“fringe demands.” They hope either
for this or some other cheap compro-
mise to save their faces.

This would not begin to meet the
present, much less the future, needs
of the workers.

Every local should demand as an

L. A. Business Manager's

PRESS ACTION

he was quite satisfied with the wz{ge
and price situation.

We'll gladly furnish exact refer-
ences to anybody who wants them.
His eampaign speech was one exam-
ple.

During this whole perlod he was
supposed to be waiting for WLB re-
ports before making up his mind.

The WLB public members say that
workers are worried about the future
and that this causes job . shifting,
which will become even worse later
on. .

They don’'t think that the way to
remedy the situation would be by
general wage increases, which might
cause a terrible inflation.

What, then, is to be done? They
don't mention it, according to news-
paper reports, but they doubtless
have in mind the labor draft.

L ]
LISTEN TO BUNKUM

Monday through Friday, J. Ray-
mond Walsh, big research brain “of
the CIO, gives a news commentary
over Radio Station WMCA, New
York, 7:30 p.m. He was boiling mad
about the Little Steel report.

They ought to resign from the
WLB, he said. Who? Believe it or not,
the public members! (Not a word
about the CIO members]

Why the public members? Perhaps
because they're capitalist agents? No,
they're fine, “honorable” men, but
Byinés and Vinson hdave put terrific
pressure on them. They shouldn’t
stand for it.

They have become objects of ridi-
cule. Not the labor leaders, mind you,
but the public members. They should
have resigned some time ago, when
Vinson took their power to pass on
fringe demands from them.

Say, Brother Walsh, who's heing
paid by the workers to fight for them
—the public members or the labor
members?

among the Germans it must employ,
but the conviction is growing among
officers who have been on duty in

occupied territory that such affilia- -
tion 'is not necessarily the most viial .

criterion....No attempt whatever  is
being made to back any eostensibly
anti-Nazi group, however; nor are at-
temps at widespread re-education .in
Germafny likely until after hostilities
cease and the United States-Russian-
British-French Central Control Com-
mission, which is to sit in Berlin,
takes over the military government.
Serious pursuit of war criminals will
also probably have to wait until
then."—New York Times,

[

immediate, minimum program:

1. Resignatien of all labor members
from the WLB.

2. Unconditional scrapping: of the
no-strike pledge. '
The workers should organize, as
the Rank and File Caucus in- the
United Auto Workers has already
done, to bring back fighting unionism
and put an end to disastrous retreats.

Perhaps you are a reader of LA-
BOR ACTION who recqives his copy
from a distributor in front of your
plant or yard. The first purpose of
these distributors is to get the paper

into your hands and thereby Echuaint
you with our program. Phe second is
to have you subscribe to the paper
and become a regular reader.

Rain or shine, hot or cold, -these
men and women are out to bring you
LABOR ACTION. They make sacri-
fices of time and energy. Maybe you

By Sol Rayo

are not aware of this. It takes a great
deal of effort and drudgery to deliver
the paper into your hands. We want

to cut down as much as possible on-

these special deliveries. We too have
a manpower shortage.

You can help. Write your name and
address on the subscription blank in
the paper with the money enclosed,
and mail it to us, or hand your hame
and address fo the distributor with
the money. If you like our paper,
the ideas and program it advocates,
subseribe to it immediately.

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO

LABOR ACTION

114 WEST 14th STREET
New York 1, N Y, '

One Year Subscrlphon Raie. Sixty Cents
New York City and Bronx, Seventy-Five Cenis

Name

Addréss

City
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LABOR "ACTION

WLB for “Non- Livia
But Has to Wait for

The War Labor Board is trying to make
up for lost time with great haste. Aware
of the deep dissatisfaction of the Textile
and Packinghouse Workers Unions with
the stalling of the board on their cases a_nd

“ fearful of any action they might take, the
WLB finally granted these workers a min-
‘mum fifty-five cents an hour wage.

This recommendation, for it is still not
a real decision, being subject to the okay
or disapproval of Stabilization Director
Vinson, did not have the deésired effect in
the case of the textile union. The union
voted to rescind the no-strike pledge for
thousands of its workers. In addition, its
president, Emil Rieve, resigned as’ an ‘al-
ternate member of the WLB.

BACK OF THE DECISION

In Detroit, the Dodge plant of the
Chrysler Corporation was struck by the
UAW workers, who up to this wr'i'tirig
have refused to go back to work. Théy are
thoroughly fed up with the union-busting
campaign of the company and have 7o
faith whatever of getting anything out of
the government and its agencies.

Thousands of other workers are chafing
under the no-strike pledge and the dirty
deal on wages handed them by FDR and
his appointed boards and directors.

John L. Lewis has already served no-
~ tice on the government of the inténtion of
the miners to strike if their just wage de-
mands are not met.

The whole organized labor movement
is fed up with the cheatmg the workers
are getting under the Little Steel formula
and the wage freeze inaugurated by Roo-
sevelt and maintained by him. Thé deci-
sion of the WLB industry and public mem-
bers that no change in the Little Steel for-
mula is warranted has only sharpened the
dissatisfaction of the workers.

IS IT REALLY AN INCREASE?

This is the background to the sudden de-
cision of the WLB to set a fifty-five-cent
hourly minimum wage for all workers now

~garning substandard wages. The-deecision

o T .

affects some 4,000,000 workers. But it is
not a clean-cut decision increasing the pay
of these ‘workers. No, the WLB doesn’t op-
erate in that way. The decision merely
grants the right to hear them. Empio_yers,
too, may ask the board to raise wages to
this minimum. (Even the WLB admits
that there won’t be a. mad rush from the
employers, however.) -

Since any decision which may be finally
made by the WLB is again subject to re-
view of Economic Stabilizer Vinson, wko
will decide whether or not the increase
will be allowed, the action of the WLB is
?'eally not much. We are likely to have
more delay, red ta,pe and more than like-
ly, no wage inereases in reality.

The reason for that is the pattern usual-
ly followed in these cases: an increase in
wages, no matter how small, results in a
demand by a company for price relief. The
policy of the government is not to grant
wage increase if they lead to price in-
creases. Where such raises are granted
they are xmmedlately followed by price in-
creases, since the government will not do
anvthmg to ecut into the record breakmg
pr‘oﬁte of mdustry

NOT A "LIVING WAGE"

The grant itself is of course little com-
pensation for the worker. Even Davis,
chairman of the WLB, does not believe
that fifty-five cents an hour is “enough to
maintain a decent standard of llvmg " You
would think that having said this, he
would propose a larger mcrease. No such
thing from a Roosevelt appointee. He over-
comes this contradiction by a little home-
spun philosophy, saying, ‘“The way to
make haste is to take a step at a time.”

In case anyone géts too elated by this
miserable increase granted in theory to
some workers, but not actually given, re-

member that the grant is ten cents an hour ‘

less thcm the amount contained in Senator
Pep;oers minimum wage bill and seven-
teen cents am hour less than the demand
made by the AFL and the €10, —

Small Neutrals Declare War on

Germany Under

One of the results of the Yalta Confer-
ence is the bandwagon manner m Whlch

the Umted Nations and declaring war on
Germany.

Turkey, which for many months resist-
ed Allied pressure to declare war on Ger-
many, has followed the dictates of Yalta
and become a “full-fledged” member of
the United Nations by joining the fight-
ing! To add to the picture, Syria and Leb-
anon have declared war, too.

Prior to them, two South Amerlcan na-
tions joined the war and the pressure is

now on to force every single country in
the world into the war.

These countries are not needed to
strengthen Allied military power _é_‘igainst

Allied Pressure

Germany Most of them can do nothmg in
this respect. As a matter of fact, from a
military point of view, they would be a
hindrance to the Allies. But it is necessary
to force them more directly under the heel
of Allied 1mper1ailsm That is why the B;g
Three made attendance at the San Fran-
cisco parley in April contingent upon a
declaration of war by any country which
wished to partlclpate
The small countries really don’t count.
The decisions are made by the Big Three.
The small countries ¢an only serve in an
“advisory capacity”’—that is, to accept the
décisions of the strong countries. Impe-
rialist power polities runs the show and
the small countries are merely pawns in
the game, present as sacrifices in the in-
terests of the imperialist giants.

British Grab of French

Bases Behind de Gaulle Snub

The American capitalist press made a
great to-do about the fact that General
Charles de Gaulle refused to meet Presi-
dent Roosevelt in the Mediterranean when
he was “summoned” by FDR. This was in-
deed a terrible snub! The main reasons
which prompted de Gaulle’s action, ac-
cording to the press, was the fact that he
was not invited to Yalta and not consulted
about France’s role in the partltlon of Eu-
rope. _ ;

But on Sunday, February 25, Drew
Pearson syndicated a column which re-
vealed that de Gaulle was peeved at a few
others things, namely, the secret agree-
ment between Roosevelt and Churchill to
seize French colomes, which the French
seized in earher years, and to make Amer-
jcan and British bases of them.,

.

_ According h Pearson, Raosevelt insists
ﬁpon having Dakar. “Churchill agreed.”
Churchill' then insisted #hat i'ge British
lifeline to India must be safequarded and
the British must have the French base of
Bizerte, as well as the ltalian islands of
Pantelleria and I.umpedusa. ‘"Roosevelt
agreed."” i -
“Then Roosevelt added that the United
Sia’l‘es must u'lso have & base at Cap St.
Jaeques in French Indo-China. Churchfll

agreéed. De Gnnlle, says Pearson, was "'not

_cailsuﬂed. Iﬁld’ no voice."”

This is the war for democracy and
against fas¢ism. This is the war for the

Atfantlc Charter which shall give the peo--

ples of the world the rlght to ch_OOSe their
own governments' But that’s where we
came m. Our hats, please.
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NEXT WEEK'S FEATURES
ELAS GIVES IN TO nnmsa PUPPET PLASTIRAS

§ DECISIONS OF THE wqm.n LABOR CONFERENCE

PINO GRANDI'S “SENSATIONAL" CONEFESSIONS

By JOE LEONARD :

Roosevelt, Stalm and Churchlll
believe in a hard.peace . for Ger-
many. They say anyone who does

. not agree pretty much with their
way of thmkmg is advocating a
soft peace for Germany. But the
Big Three are WTIong. The ques-
tion is: Whleh section of the Ger-

a hard peace, and which sectlon
of the German peop}e are you do-
ing to Ulve a soft peace"

Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill
are going  to send millions of
POOR Germans, workers  .and

sia to work as slaves. At least that
is what they are planning to do.
They also plan, though as the war
draws to a close they say lesstand
less about it, to bring the Nazis. to
trial. They don’t say anything
about the industrialists, the bank-
ers and the whole wealthy ruling
class ‘of ‘Germany, THESE :Ger-
mans, remember, are business
partners of Standard Oil of New
Jersey, Aluminum Corporation of
America, Ford Motor Company
and most of the other big Amer-
ican (and British) corporations.
You can be sure that the partners
in a cartel look out for .each
other, at least to the extent of
seeing that they don't get treated
like the POOR Germans, a'ny-way

GERMAN WORKERS INNOCENT

American workmg people know
that it is not the Germah wotrking
people who are responsible for
this war, any more than: the

sponsible for it. The hard peace
should be reserved for the Ger-
man bosses—the Nazis, the Prus-
sian generals and THEIR bosses,
the German industrialists. Yes,
and a hard peace should be re-
served for those in America who
continued to do business as usual

In the last war the Allies falked
a lot about hanging the Kaiser.
But they didn't de anything .to
him; the Germans themselves did
what was done. All the Allies did
was saddle Germany with such.

man peopie are you gomg to give |

enlisted cannon fodder into Rus-

American working people are re- -

with these German industrialists.

POWER POLITICS = H.

reparations and debts and dis-
graceful conditions that twenty
years later Hitler could appeal to
the Germans to refuse to obey the
provisions of the Versailles Treaty.
Roosévelt, Churchill and Stalin
are not preparing a permanent
peace; they are preparing the
way for a new Hitler to arise.

Just what plans the Big Three
have made for Germany are still
secret. No wonder they are secret!

* If 'the Germans knew the plans
they would NEVER surrender. And
if the American and British peo-
ple knew all the double and triple
dealing ‘that goes on behind the
closed doors of the conferences
they would lose their last doubts
about what kind of a post-war
world their leaders have in store
for them.

It was the same in World War I
—the leaders played with scissors
and maps, bargaining territory for
trade rights, colonies for man-
dates, sources of raw materials
for spheres of influence. They are
preparing another such peace
again. And they will conclude the
Third World War in the- same
Second .World War in the same
way if their plans are not inter-
rupted.

GERMANY—SLAVE OR FREE?

What kind of a Germany will
there be after the war? There are
only two possible answers: (1) a
slave Germany, trampled upon by
the armies of Russia, England, the
TUnited States and France; or (2)
a free, socialist, democratic Ger-
many. How can we help achieve
the second of these?

Democracy is not something that
can be given, or bought, or sold.
A colony does not become free if
a mother country passes a law
saying so. It is only when the
troops of the mother (more like
the step-mother of the old fairy
stories) country are withdrawn,
the loans of the banks in the mo-
ther country are written off, the
factories owned by citizens of the-
mother country are owned by the
people of the country who make
them run, and the land owned by
citizens. of the mother country is

-1t is -the same within the mother

' pete with American products; they

owned by the: people who till it.

country as it is within the colony.
No country can be a true democ-
racy when the means of getting a
living are controlled by a wealthy
ruling class. )

Germany is no different. Given
the same chance that the Italian
people had, or the Russians in
1917, the Germans will set up a .
democratic government.  They
came very close to setting one up
in 1919 and again in 1923. This
{ime, if Americans help instead of
hinder, they will succeed. If they
don't the wheole world will suffer.

Stalin never would have changed
into the totalitarian nightmare
that it is tuday if the Allies had
helped Russia strengthen her dem-
ocratic government' instéading of
sending armies in to “restore or-
der,” The Russmn people over-
threw their “Hitler” (t_he Czar)
and establ:shed a free government
of their own choosing. That the
first Russian “experiment” ended
in’ dictatorship is not the impor-
tant thing in this discussion. We
leave discussion of that for an-
other time.

What to do with Germany? Ex-
actly what we did net do to Rus-
sia from 1917 to 1930. Exactly what
we did NOT do to China during
the long years that Japan fought
her with iron imported from the
United States. Exactly what we
did NOT do to Ethiopia while
Mussolini violated her rights and
the pledges of the nations to help
invaded nations against aggres-
sion. Exactly what we did NOT
do to Spain while Franco brought
fascism to another country and
while Roosevelt enforced an em-
bargo on help to the democratic
forcés

The Big Three will not help
Germany form a democratic gov-
ernment. They want to blow up
Gérman machines that might com-

want to police a Germany that
has had a bellyfull of policing for
twelve years; they want to en-
slave a Germany that has been
virtnally enslaved for twelve
years. ' ;

Bills for preventing discrim'i_najsion
are now before two highly important
legislative assemblies of the nation.
There is a permanent FEPC bill be-
fore Congress and an anti-discrimina-
tion bill before the New York State
Assembly. ’ 4

Both bills are havirg large pub-
licity. Both of them are sponsored
by those who call themselves or are
called by their friends “progressives.”
Both of them are the subject of ‘skill-
ful maneuvers by those who are
called ‘reactionaries” by their ene-
mies and call themselves conserva-
tives. I propose this week to have a
look at what is taking place in Al-
bany. f

LABOR SUPPORT : ™

The bill is sponsored by Ives, the
majority leader of thé Assembly, and -
by Quinn, who is leader of-the Sen-
ate minority. All the Negro organi-
zations, the CIO, the AFL, the Liberal
Party and the American Labor Party
are supporting it.

Now - the bill proposes in itself

. nothing new. That must be under-

stood. Everything the bill is intro-
ducing actually exists on the statute
books in one form or another. The
chief aim of the bill is to bring scat-
tered legislation together and,.more
important, to set up a commissién to
enforce the bill.

Five members would form the
commission. They would receive $10,-
000 a year. No employer could refuse
to hire on account of race, religion or
national origin. For doing so-he could
be fined $500 or be 1mprlsoned for
one year or both.

* Let us look at the course of this
bill so far.

About a year ago the question was
raised in the Legislature., Dewey at

that time was run-

ning for the presi-

dency and wanted

to get the electbral

- votes - of cer.tmn

doubtful border

states. He could not

afford ' to sponsor

any such anti-dis-

erimination bill. 'He

therefore sabotaged

the proposals by turning down  the

recommendations of oné commlttee
and appointing another commltte_e

With his electibn as President
dpomed, Dewey now turns his at-
tention to his position in New York
State. As the' New York Times states:

“By taking a leading part in .the
drive to enact the legislation, the
Governor hopes to spike any claim
that the Democrats and Libérals
forced it upon him next year.”

Isn't that wonderful? The Gover-
nor watched the presidential elec-
tions in 1944 and now he is watching
the state elections in 1946. The Ne-
groes? The other minorities? ¥You
play politics w1th them! The Tlmes
adds: 5

Batils @mmw/?e

“It may also provide a lever to
bring Liberal and Negro support to
the Republican state ticket next
year. ’

So there we are, my friends. That
is the interest of Gover_rior Dewey in
the Negro guestion.

What we want to make clear is that
Dewey’'s support of the bill is phony.
A number of Republican legislators
are now opposing the bill.
appears to be in confliet with them.
He is more concerned with the all-
over prospects .0of the Republican
Party in 1946 than they are. That is
all. He is more than anything else
concerned with being re-elected to
office. They are more specifically in-
terested in their own seats.

The Negroes .and the workers
must bear this in mind for a particu-
lar reason. If the bill is passed, it'is
Dewey who will have to appoint the
commissioners. It is Dewey’s admin-
istration which will have the whip
hand in saymg HOW the laws are to
be enforced.

We predict with confidence. Once
more we shall see that familiar sight
in American society. Good legislation
against discrimination; careful ad-
ministration designed to obstruct or
at least to modify, restrain and by-
pass the legislation,

Whom, then, are we to trust? The
Democratic Party? To that there is

Dewey’

By PR Johesson

only one reply. See the betrayal, the
shameful stab in the back which
came from Powell and about which
I wrote last week, Why did he do it?
He did it, not because he was a Ne-
gro, but because he was a Democratic
politician. y

No, between the two time-serving,
treacherous, meheuvermg political
pa.rties. the ﬂghler agamst race dis-
crlmmatlon has no choice. Yet the
bill ‘as a whole, must be supported.

The way to do that is to rally
around the AFL, the CIO and the
mass Negro organizations which are
pushing for its .adoption. Of all the
influences pushing for the bill, theirs
is the cleanest, the least tainted with
political dirt. It is through their vigi-
lant agitation that the bill has the
best chance of being passed. It is
also through their vigilant agitation
that the bill has- the best chance of
being admlmste-led Sdtlsfdcturﬂy

Finally -labor has a’ special interest
in keeping its eye on everything
connected with the bill. It contains
clauses which aim at punishing labor

_unions for racial disetimination. We

can be sure that unless there is a

- vigorous mass agitation and contin-

ued interest in this bill, the com-
missioners appointed by Dewey will
be far more active and rigorous in
trying to put labor on the spot than
in penalizing the employers.

Interracial Alliarce

Monday, March 5
THE WORKERS
AND
‘THEIR' TRADE UNIONS
Monday, March 19
THE WORKERS
AND
RACE PREJUDICE

DAVID COOLIDGE

LABOR ACTION COLUMNIST
Noted Negro Writer and Organizer
in a series of lectures and
discussions on

THE SOCIALIST PROGRAM FOR TODAY

EVERY SECOND MONDAY BEGINNING FEBRUARY 19, 8 P.M.

‘AT THE YMCA, 1000 EAST 28th ‘STREET (Room B)
NEAR CENTRAL AVENUE, LOS ANGELES

ALL WELCOME!

Commillee Spondors

Monda.y;. April 2
SOCIALISM
AND A WORKERS'
GOVERNMENT
Monday, April 16
IS STALIN'S RUSSIA

A
SOCIALIST COUNTRY?

|
British Labor and India }

The Revolutionary Communist Party of Eng-
land (a Trotskyist organization of revolutionary
socialists) is running Jock
Haston, general secretary, for
Parliament in the by-election
in Neath district. The party
is calling upon the workers
to support their candidate be-
cause, among other things, the
RCP stands for: -

“The complete and uncon-
ditional granting of fréedom
to the Indian people Westa.nd
for giving all the necessary
assistance to the Indian work-
ers in their struggle for pow-
er.”

Thus is true international-
ism expressed. The RCP is.
for the freedom not only of
‘those people dominated by
the imperialisms of .other

- lands,” but primarily for the.
JOCK HASTON freedom of those who are op-
pressed by its own, that is, British imperialism.

o

Workers in Japan

In order to,put across their plans to punish and
enslave the German workers for the war into
which their imperialist rulers dragged them, the
slander campaign about the “mad German beast”
has proceeded unabated. The aim of this .'cam-
paign is to make the German workers appear re-
sponsible for the war, and thus let the real cul-
prits go free. It will pale beside the campaign
which will be launched against the Japanese peo-
ple once the “plans” for them are announced.

Actually, it is the workmg classes of all coun-
tries which are paying for the war. The same pat-
tern is found everywhere—mcreasing proﬁts for
the war-makers; high prices, decreasing wages and
lowered living standards for the people. The .Iap-
anese workers, in their struggle for a httle more
bread ,sometimes resort o desperate and unusual’
methods.

A Tokio paper recently described one method
which is said to be widespread. The workers of
concern A steal a raw material which is in short
supply, such as aluminum or spemal steel, and
offer it at black market prices to concern B, whlch
buys it eagerly. In concern B the workers do like-
wise and sell the material to concern C, where the
same thing happens until the sequence gets back
to concern A. Tokio police report that ‘many work-
ers are involved in such activities.

‘Liberation’ in the Congo

From the time of its conguest as a colony, the
native people of the Belgian Congo have be_en
subjected to forced labor by the Belgian imperial
overlords. The cruel treatment and intense ex-,
ploitation of the Congo people by the profiteers in
rubber, oil, copper, copal—to name but a few of
the wonderful resources of that region—foi* a ltsh_?,
time were an international scandal. So' great, 'in

" fact, that in 1908 King Leopold, whose colany the .

Belgian Congo was considered, was eempelled to
order an investigation and reluctantly granted
some “reforms.”

Forced labor, however, continues tn this day.

In 1933, the Belgian government magnammuusly' 2

issued a decree which allowed a person called up
for forced labor to send a subshtute for himsell.
The decree bécame kKnown as the, Native Circiim-
scription Decree.

We are informed that many people in the Bel-
gian Congo used to pay an agency which special-
ized in hiring substitutes for the forced labor
service, and that the Belgian government féund
this a more satlsfactory arrangemeént because “la-
borers hired under more normal conditions worked
more efficiently than forced laborers.”

And now, at last, in 1945, comes another grea.t
reform! The Belgian government has ‘announced
in its Administrative Bulletin of the Congo that
this system of c:rcumscrlptmn has been legallzed
and that the purchasing of labor service may be’
legally organizeéd by thie agencies, except in cases,
of course, “where: conditions are not opportune
and particularly where the necessary labor for ex-
ecuting the projects canmot be recruited volun-
tarily.” Also excepted are forced labor for the fo]-
lowing projects: road repairing, building of schm)ls
and prisons (!), hygiene and reforestation.

“These reforms,” states the Bulletin, “come at
a happy time. They constitute another step toward
the suppression of forced labor in all its forms £

Another little imperialist blessing!

Principles Absent at Yalta

Every thinking pérson knows that the decisions
arrived at by the Big Three at Yalta ‘weére not
based on any principles save one—each poweér was -
out to get what it could at anybody else’s e'xpense
THe decisions were based on m:lltaly strength and
economic power,

Drew Pearson reveals in his column of Febru-
ary 23 that when the question of Poland was being
discussed, Stalin, in making his demands turned
to his two friends and asked: :

“Did your army liberate Poland, Mr. Churchill? - . :

Did your army liberate Poland, Mr. Roosevelt?”
The Rusmans are now busy denouncing anyone
who -eVen suggests that they were planning to use
the “Freé German Committée” headed by von
Paulus and von Seydlitz, former officers in the
Nazi army, as a provisional government in Géi-
many. Getting what he did at Yalta, Stalin sim-
ply did not have to use this trump card agamét
Churchill- and Roosevelt, at least nbt at-the pres-'
ent moment. ‘
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 Jacques Doriot,
A Communist
Turned Fascist

By Carl Davis

There is hardly a worker who will not rejoice at the
news that Jacques Doriot, ex- Stalinist-Communist leader
and more recently the little fuehrer of a French fascist
party, was killed during an Allied plane attack on Ger-
many. The only regret in the manner of his death is that
the, French working class did not have the opportunity
to.deal with this foul c¢reature, who learned his totali-

* tarianism in the school of Stalin:

‘We could end this item right here and say “good rid-
dance,” were it not for the fact that Robert Minor, that
notorious liar, officer of the Communist Political Asso-
ciation and writer for the Daily Worker (pronounced
union-wrecker), saw fit to make some of his usual igno-
rant and false comments on Doriot’s death.

Minor takes this opportunity to say that Doriot was
an associate of Leon Trotsky, the eustanding fighter for
world socialism and the oppressed of all countries, be-
fore an agent of Stalin’s GPU assassinated him.

LA SCRIBBLER AT WORK

Says Minor: “Doriot was once a member of the

French Communist Party but expelled in 1936 when it’

was discovered that he was secretly allied with Trotsky.”
The purpose of this lie is obvious. Since Doriot was an
avowed fascist, you prove that Trotsky was one by as-
serting that he was allied with Doriot!

What are the facts? Doriot and Trotsky were never
allied. On the contrary, they were bitter enemies, when
they ‘were both in the Communist International and out.
What Minor, the journalistic prostitute of the Hearst-like
Daily Worker, deliberately fails to mention is:

.1, Doriot was not merely a member of the French
Comunist Party, but one of its leaders, a member of its
central commiitee and one of ifs representatives on the
executive commitiee of the Communist International.

‘2, He was also one*of the leaders of the French Young

* Communist League and its representative on the execu-
tive- committee of the Young Communist International.
- 3. Doriot resided in Moscow for a long time, during
which period he was one of the outfstanding opponents
of Trotsky and a Trotsky-baiter. His role in the French
Communist Party was to frame up the left-wing ele-
ments of the party, the true followers of socialism. This

* he did at the behest of Stalin. But in doing that he only _

 did what Minor, Foster and Browder did in the Amer-
ican Communist Party. They were all associates-in-
crime, the best of friends. Doriot, Minor and the other
puppets of Stalin help to make a shambles of the once
revolutionary Communist International built by Lenin,

Trotsky, Bucharin and other leaders of the Russian Revo-

lution.

4. What the liar Minor deliberately omitted from his
account is that Doriot had a fall‘out with the Stalinist
cliqgue which ran the Communist International and the
French Communist Party and quit. He did not become
a fascist all at once, but only after a period of “develop-
ment.” But this transformation was. not difficult, since
he merely exchanged the totalitarianism of Stalin for
the itotalitarianism of Hitler." Having been schooled in
Moscow, he merely took a post-graduate course in Ber-
lin. ‘As an outstanding pupil of the anti-Trotsky school,
he only took another step forward in his degeneration.

y _.The. really sad thing about it all is that he lived so long.

NEW CAPITALIST DEFENDERS

But look at the course of Minor and his assoc:atcs

Once’ they swere socialists,. too. Now they are Stalinists,
acting in his name in this country. Once they fought in
the interests of all labor and against capitalism. Today?
They are anti-socialist and anti-labor.
" 'The outstanding supporters of capitalism and big
business in America is the Communist Party (now called
“Political Association”), They have more faith in decay-
ing capitalism than the big business men themselves.
They now stand for an aggressive imperialism in which
American big business can exploit the world.

' They are against any movement or individual which
genuinely fights for socialism or a real improvement of
the lives of the people.

They are for a permanent post-war no-strike pledge
and against militant unionism, pleading for capital-labor
peace 'which is another means of killing the labor move-
ment.

SCUABS OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT

Even at this late stage, when the WLB has been un-
~mistakably stamped as an anti-labor body, the Commu-
nists and their Daily Wrecker rises to its defense, blam-
ing Vinson, who is in turn an appointee of Roosevelt,
‘warning labor not to fight for its elementary rights.

‘The Stalinist-Communiists scabbed on the Montgomery
‘Ward workers in their fight against Sewell Avery. This
‘was, merely the practical result of their policy, which
would reduce the unions to agencies of the government,
relying solely on handouts from cheap capitalist politi-
cians. They are the scabs of the labor movement.

No, Doriot was not an associate of Trotsky, but his
violent enemy. But he was an associate of the Minors,
Browders and Fosters. If you think his transformation
was strange, just think of the policies the Stalinist-Com-
munists pursue today. And remember, too it wasn't so
long ago that the Minors were. defending the Hitler-
Stalin pact, saying thal fascism was “a matter of per-
sonal taste.”

PAC’s Hillman

By W. F. CARLTON is

S

being asked frequently today.”

By MARY BELL

Apparently alarmed at the mdependence and the
slowly but surely awakening class-consciousness
of the American workers, the Stalin School of
Falsification has- produced a new pamphlet to in-
struct its followers and confuse trade unionists.
The pamphlet is “The Trotskyist Fifth Column in
the Labor Movement,” written by the Daily Work-'
er’s (Communist Party newspaper’s) labm expert
George Morris.

The pamphlet abounds in lies, But before we"

can discuss the lies it is necessary to disclose the )

reason for them, which is found in the policy of
the Communist Party, American representative of
the Stalinist slavocracy in Russia. y

PRE-1939 HONEYMOON

Prior to 1939, before the war broke out in the
invasion of Poland by the Hitler-Stalin partner-
ship, the Communist Party lived at peace with the
ruling class in the United States and-other demo-
cratic capitalist nations. Here, they supported
Roosevelt and plumped for American - Russian
frlendshlp Motivating this friendship for capitalist
democracy was the hope that the U. S., as well as
Britain and France, would line up with Russia
against Hitler in the coming imperialist war. -

The Allied powers were not prepared for war,

-

however and this resulted in Hitler's “peaceful”
aggression in Europe and “Munichism,” i.e., com-
promise with Hitler. The “democratic” nations

had hoped that Hitler would war against Russia,
not them. Russia feared that the Allied powers,
instead of fighting Hitler, would join sides wll.h
Germany and Jmntly assault Russia.

At this juncture came the Hitler-Stalin pact
The Communist Parties about-faced. Sinece Stalin
was now allied with Hitler, everything that would
lead the Washington-London-Paris axis into war
against Stalin's ally, Hitler, was opposed.

ANTI-WAR PHASE

Overnight, the Communist Party became .anti-
war. Wrote Earl Browder, Morris’ leader, in the
Daily Worker of September 13, 1939: “The char-

acter of this war in no principal respect can be -

-said to differ from that of the late World War. This
war has nothing te offer the masses of any partici-
pating couniry except death and destruction, fur-
ther miseries and burdens.”

In a speech delivered at Philadelphia Town
Hall, September 29, 1939, the same person said:
“The Communist Party has issued as the slogan of
the day: ‘Keep America Out of the lmperialist
war|l »

This present-day defender of American capi-
talism went even further in a speech of May 3,
1940, in New York City when he said: “The second
imperialist war,
masses to bring it to an end will give birth to a
socialist system in one or more other countnes

Note: dates are espemally important - in. .Com-
munist Party history. In. May, 1940, the -Stalin-
Hitler pact was still in effect.

Since Roosevelt represented the war-makers in
the U. S., the “third term” became hateful to the
Communists. They even spoke for a third.party.
Said Browder in the introduction to his beok, The
Second Imperlahst War” (the title is instruetive),
written (the date corroborates the line) May 13,
1940:

“ ..and the popular will can find no channel
of expression until it breaks out of bounds of the
traditional partiés, and founds that- third party
which. is quickly destined, as the issues mature, to
find its modern Lincoln and become the first party
of the land.” .

We cannot resist gwlng a lengthy quotation
from the former Communist Party presidential
candidate, William Z. Foster, since it illustrates so
well the Communist position of a few years ago:

“The claim of the Allied governments that they
are fighting this war for democracy constitutes
only so much propaganda to lure the masses of
their peoples and ours into supporting the war.
The Allied powers did neot fight for democracy
during the World War (despite their democratic
slogans) and they are not fighting for democracy
now. What they are doing, even as they did in the
World War, is defending the sordid interests of
British and French imperialism against their great
enemy, German imperialism. It is not a war of rival
ideologies, but of rival imperialisms, Therefore,
the Soviet Union is correct in supporting neither
camp of the warring imperialists. '

“If the British - French - American imperialists
were to win this war, their course as the victors
would be even more reaclionary than it was after
the World War. They  would head for fascism,
adapted to their various countries. This is’because
the capitalist system, already deeply decayed by
its general crisis, will receive such a shattering
blow from this war that the only way it can be
held together even temporarily in the face of the
rebellious masses will be through fascist terror-
ism,

“What will create a democratic Europe and a
free world is not a victory of British and French

Daily Worker's Anti-Labor Expert erfes

Id Lies in a New Pamphlef

through the struggle of . the’

(and American) imperialism, but the victory of the,
great world democratic masses of the people over
all the imperialists.” ~ + -

This sounds like a radical party, indeed!

This was no simple American deviation, either.
(Anyone who deviates from the Communist Party
line is “liquidated.” Liquidation means expulsion

+ from the party or physieal.extermination.) Listen

to Georgi Dimitroy, general secretary of .the Com-
munist International. The date is October, 1939:
“For the working class there is only one true stand
—irreconcilable,. cuurageous struggle against the

. imperialist war, struggle against the. culprits and

vehicles of this war primar!ly in their. own_coun-
try. struggle.to end this predatory war. This is the
most just of causes, one. diotated by the fundamen-

- tal interests of .the proletariat and all workmg"
- people.” (Emphasis in original.)

1941 FLIP-FLOP - 3

Then in August, 1941, Hitler attacked Russia.
The Communist Party somersaulted. The war was
no longer an “imperialist war” on the side of the
Allies—not with Russia in the alliance. It became
a sacred war for democracy. The Communist Party
became the most vigorous defender of the no-
strike pledge, labor-management peace, buying of
war bonds, etc.

That is why the Communists attack netl only
Trotskyists, who have considered the war impe-
rialist all the way through, but any militant. who
defends the rights of the union against these pa-
triots-come-lately. . :

That is why the Commumsts publish the piece
of filth, lies and slander titled “The Trotskyite
Fifth Column in the Labor Movement.”

Let’s list the lies in.fact first:

TROTSKYISTS AND FASC!STS

LIE NO. lu“Among them [friends of the Tr ot-
skyists—Ed.] are the Norman Thomas Socialists,
whose position is hanﬁgy._ﬂis'tinguishable from the
Trotskyite; John L. Lewis' agents, Coughlinites and
Klan groups, all known for their polmy of sabotage
of the war effort.”

First, we have always repudiated the Norman *

Thomas Socialists for, their milk-and-water social-
ism, and, above all, for their backhanded support
of the imperialist war. ¢ .

Second; while _we.:si.tppo‘n‘t_'the mllltant strug-
gles Lewis has made in behalf of the miners in
contrast to the cringingpolicies of the CIO and
AFL leadership, we lambaste the bureaucratic
way he runs his union, his own.pro-war, stand and
his support of Republigan capitalist politics as op-
posed -to the Democratic capitalist politics of the
Communists.

Third, the attempt to associate us with. Cough-
linites and fascist elements. is an old Communist
lie, written by journalistic prostitutes. ’

TROTSKYISTS AND MILITANTS

LIE NO. 2—"“A sample of Trotskyist provoca-
tion was the shutdown/of the Johnsville, Pa., plant
of the Brewster Aeronautical Corp. for a week
The Trotskyites in the léadership of the umoq, Lo-
cal 365, UAW, felt that.a U. S. Navy oath thereby
superseded union discipline and called out the 6,000
workers on strike against the Navy.”

Local 365 was led by militants opposed fo the
no-strike pledge, not Trotskyists. The Com,munlsts
here identify in custoimary fashion all opposition
to them as either “Trotskyite,” “fascist” or “Trot-
skyite-fascist.” '

LIE NO. 3—"“Or take the case of the Detroit
‘soda pop" war. “The. ,d;sputc originated when a
Trotskyite in charge of “the Detroit affiliate of
Samuel Wplchok's Retail and Wholesale Unjon
provocatively entered the field of the AFL's Bro-
therhood of Teamsters ‘with_a claim of jurisdic-
tion over a couple hundred Pepsx Cola deliveries.
Other Trotskyites at!"gh of a AW local in
the Highiland Party, ‘Cht; ‘plant, came to the
aid of their associates in the retail union by bod-
ily ejecting AFL soda pnp dellverers from the
plant....From there -the ‘Troiskyites, in alliance
with the Socialists, rushed to other plants to de-
Yelop more shutdowns.” Etc., etc.

False again. The same technique is used here
as in Lie No. 2, identifying union militants with
Troetskyists. Fk b '

-a henchman of :Stalin

LIE NO. 4—"The perfect team is where an em-
ployer is of the most rabid reactionary stripe, like
the America Firster, Sewell Avery, head of Mont-
gomery Ward; while the union is under Trotsky-
ite control, as proved to be the case in the well-
known Montgomery Ward dispute in Chicago. In
such a case the employer and union officials have
far more in common than in dispute.” '

The union is not under Trotskyist control. And

let George Morris try to tell the Montgomery Ward

. strikers, as well as their allies among the auto
workers that they “have far more in common than -

in dispute” with Sewell Avery! Morris, of course,

- *“forgot” to mention that Bridges, the Communist

trade unionists, the Communist Political Associa-
tion and the Daily Worker scabbed on the Ward
workers!

- BRIGGS LOCAL 212

LIE NO. 5—“Briggs Manufacturing, Local 212,
Detroit, has been one of their [Trotskyists'—Ed.]
outlets for a long time. Hardly a week passed
without several strikes at that vital war plant:
The delegates of this local were the very center of
the so-called ‘rank and file' combination at the
1944 Grand Rapids convention of the UAW, where
they worked to kill the no-strike pledge.”

Here the Communists join the industrialists and
manufacturers who are carrying on a campaign
against the militant Briggs Local—which is not,
however, an “outlet for Trotskyites.” What few
Trotskyists there were at the UAW convention
joined with the heroic, progressive minority to
defeat the pro-employer no-strike pledge. True.
But it was the uncorrupted (by Communists or
bosses) rank and file which pushed through a ref-
erendum vote on the no-strike pledge.

“UNION WRECKING”

LIE NO 6—“At the Federal Shipbuilding Corp. '

yards, Kearny and Port Newark, N. J, a large
union was whittled down to a membership of 5,000
under their control. Several months after they
were cleaned out, the union grew to be the largest
affiliate of the IUMSWA, with more than 20,000
members."”

This is pure, unadulterated falsification, from
beginning to end..

“NAZI AGENTS”

Then a whole series of lies, distortions, half-
truths and falsifications is strewn throughout Mor-
ris' pamphlet. Many of these allege that Trotsky
and his followers in Russia collaborated with Nazi
Germany and Japan against Russia. The American
Communists follow here in the footsteps of Stalin.

Stalin staged phony “confession” trials in Russia -

and executed all his opponents, Trotskyist and
otherwise. American and French commissions of
inquiry examined Trotsky and found him unquali-
fiedly innocent pf Stalin's frame-up charges. But
lin, a member of the Russian
secret police, finally murdered Trotsky, as his fel-

low-socialists had been murdered by other agents -

of Stalin in many countries.

“Stalin got rid of Trotsky, as he did all revolu-
tionay opponents, hecause Trotsky and the others
still stood for world socialism, for the cause of the
workers, without subordinating that ‘cause to Lhe
aims’of Russia. |

The Communists oppose the Trotskylsts and all
militants in the labor movement today bécause the
latter -stamd foursquare for the rights of labor, as
opposed to collaboration with ' the bosses for the
benefit of Russia.

REASON FOR THE LIES.

To genuine socialists and communists, the war
is still an.imperialist war—a war for the redivi-
sion of the world and not for “democracy”—and
it hasn't changed just because Russia is on “our”
side.

To genuine socialists and communists, the only

- war worth fighting is still on behalf of the toilers

and exploited of mankind~—in the labor movements
of cvery country, against all the capitalists and
fascists and exploilers, Russian, German, British,
American.

Morris’ pamphlet was written to push back the
rising tide of militancy in the labor movement.
The fear of death was thrown into the Communists
by the decision to take a referendum by the UAW
convention, They would rather foist upon the labor
movement a permanent no-strike pledge such as
proposed by their west coast spokesman, Hany
Br:dges

The Communists are the main danger in the

labor . movement today. They subordinate every
interest of labor to the interests of so-called “na-
tional unity,” because this nation is in the same
camp with Bussia. They therefore try to identify
all militants with Trotskylsm, and the latter with
fascism.

Trotskyism, however, means a clean-cut fight

"for labor’s interests, mo compromise with the

bosses, no support fo the capitalist political par-
ties, democratic {rade union practices, and the

‘perspective of soclalism. No amount of lies can

crush this truth,

World War II
Prepares a New
Barbarism

By Sylvia Merrill

The horror with which one reads about the destruc-
tion of Europe brings i;o'mind H. G. Wells' “Shape of
Things to Come.” The dEStructlon portrayed in that fan-

tastic story has become a reality. Just to read the reports:
of correspondénts, eye-witnesses and participants .creates:
a feeling that man's progress has made him a “cwlllzed"

barbarian.

The destruction of -Warsaw, Rotterdam,
London and now of Aachen, Cologne, Dusseldorf, Ber]in
and Hamburg, not to speak of the cities and harbors of
France and of Ilussia that lie in ruin from bombing, ar-
‘tillery fire and house-to-house lig_htmg, the forty mil-
lions of dead; and those alive but dying, speaks very
loudly of how the ruling classes have used science: If
only the problem were the destruction of buildings it
would deserve attention—but these ruins are visible and
horrible spokesmen for even g_rgater ravaging of the
human mind, body and spirit that pose problems not just
of reconstruction but of whether humankind shall build
for future wars or a system that will insure peace.

The devastation wrought by this war makes the last
one look like some kids were playing with toy pistols.
If the last war made France a nation of people stunted

in growth from :malnutrition, on the basis of the recent,

statistics .a race of pygmies is now coming into being.

Th‘e_ma‘jor cities ‘of Europe, the centers of life and-
gaiety, where the cultures of the world flourished, lie’in

ruins and. the people who inhabited. them -are either
dead- or are foraging to keep alive. :

PREDICTING THE NEXT WAR

A recent Kiplinger Letter, the confidential news
analyst source for big business, tells us that the basis
for World War III is being-ldid in the jockeying for po-
sition that is going on among the big powers now. They
tell us further that the next generation will probably
have to fight the war all over again. These cynics, know-
ing that the issue of “democracy” or “against fascism”
or whatever other slogans may be coined, are traps for
the sheep, speak very bluntly and clearly. The next gen-
eration is the one that is now being born in the ruins of
Europe. They are the children of men who are .dying
sb that their offspring may live. The war to end all wars
—again.

‘What are the supporters of this system of the slow
extinetion. of humanity holding out for the next genera-
tion? (Of course people may accuse us of being cynical,
lacking faith, but only a fool can permit himself to be
taken in twice—not to speak of three times.)

If you wanted to make peace with your nelghbors
vou certainly: wouldn't put up an electrically charged
fence and set a' police dog out to guard it. Yet the lie of
a future peacéful world under capitalism is clear in the
day-to-day hru]msals they make to insure peace.

Roosevélt wants pesdcetime conseription. You certainly
don’t raise an army not to go to war. Of course exercise
for our next generation is important. But by good educa-

tional and recreational facilities in schools, assured vaca-
tions in some of America's lovely camping spots should

" certainly give the. average youth all the exercise he

needs.  What do they want a peacetime conscript army
for?

THE ATLANTIC CHARTER HOAX

The Atlantic Charter—we give this to you, the people
of the world, to tell you our good intentions. The road
to war obviously is paved with them. But why say more
about it than the signators to it have? Roosevelt dis-
misses it; Churchill flouts it; Stalin will abide by it after
he gets all the territory hc ‘wanis and gets all the
slaves he needs. Did the Atlantic Charter exist for the
Greeks? The Indians? The Poles? The Italians? Roose-
velt was right—and we believe in giving a man his due

—*“It has no official status,” or unofficial for that matter.

As for Dumbarton OaltsLthe new League of Nations
—it will prevent Denmark or Switzerland from going
to war, but never the big powers.

As for the Malta-Yalta meetings, if all the nations are
to be granted freedom such as that given Poland, we had
‘better start rewriting the dictionary because we under-
stood liberation in'an entirely different sense.

It is as obvious as a' wart on the nose that the capi-
talists aren’t planning and can't plan for a peaceful
world! War is in the bloodstream of capitalism. ‘What
meaning do the petty objections fo socialism assume. in
the face of this? When faced with barbarism or social-
ism, there is no longer a choice. The rejection of social-
ism can be likened to the man who would rather drown
than get into a lifeboat. The choice is nurs. Sink or swim
—socialism or barbarism.

Repudiates Need of the Hour -A Labor Party

progressive forces, resulting in the

‘“to abstain from and discour-

Coventlry, -

Sidney Hillman, leader of the Po-
litical Action Committee, has ad-
~dressed the American public on the
future of the PAC. His analysis ap-
-peared in Liberty in the issue of
February 24, which no doubt will
.be_read by millions of people. A
substantial part of the article is taken
up with the question of a third politi-
cal party It is with this tha we pro-
pose to deal here.

It is to ‘be noted first of all that
Hillman nowhere talks.about a Labor
Party. That is an idea he strives to
“keep: from the minds of the workers
.and the great masses of the people.
Why? Because it is too dangerous.
‘For Hillman and his bureaucrats that

is dynamite. Nevertheless, this ques- .

tion of the organization of labor into
a political party of its own continues
< to intrude itself even upon the pub-
lic meditations of the coy and timid
:Sidney Hillman.

LABOR SKATES STAND IN WAY
On page 17 of Liberty, he raises

the question himself. _

~=“Mr, Murray also answered as early

% a5 November, 1943, the question that,

Murray's statement at the time, ac-
cording to Hillman, was as follows:

“It is definitely not the, policy of
‘CIO to organize a third party but
rather to abstain from and discour-
age any move in that direction.”

Hillman tells us why. He says that
there were technical problems in
placing such a party on the ballot in
1944 which were almost insurmount-
able. Let us accept that for the mo-
ment. But are they insurmountable
for 1945? Are they going to continue
to-be insurmountable for 1948? Is the
organization of a third party to re-
main forever impossible in the United
States because of the “insurmount-
able” technical problems of placing
such a party on the ballot?

Is the whole development of so-
ciety to be deflected, postponed or
rejected because of insurmountable
technical problems in placing such a
party on the ballot? Come,; come,
Sidney. You should be able to do bet-
ter than that That; my friend, will
not fool the workers.

The second reason is the one that

-is always given. Such a party would
serve only--to divide labor.-and the

eleetion of political enemies.
SOME PAST EXPERIENCE

The argument is entirely false. In
Germany, France and Great Britain
parties similar to a Labor Party (in

governmental power in their hands.
The {fajlure of these parties was due

not to the fact that they were “third”

parties or Labor Parties, but to false

programs and divisions withm the -

labor movement.

In Canada, the Canadian Common-
wealth Federation has broken with
the capitalist parties and today is a
political force infinitely more, pow-
erful than Political Action in this
country. It has this power precisely
because it rests itself boldly on the
labor movement. No, Sidney, that
won't do. You have to get a new ar-
gument,

REACTIONARY POSITION

We go down a little further. And
here we are again: .

“In its former resolution endorsing
the continuation of the Political Ac-

tion Committee, the CIO convention

reaffiymed the decision

age any move in the direction
of a third party.’”

You would think that this is
.enough about any thqu party in one

little article in Ljberty. But no. Sid-
Britain, a Labor Party) have held

ney just can’t leave the subject, He
tells us. that the, exqcutwe committee

,.of the National. Citizens Political Ac-

tl,on Commlttee Also m@de a state-
‘ment on: the thud party. And he
quotes if:

“We re.lect any and sll propnsals

-to organize a third -party. A third

party would only act as a divisive
force, splitting the progressive ranks
at the very moment when close unity
is our greatest need.”

Meanwhile Hillman has made it
clear that the CIO is not going to ally
itself with either of the two existing
parties. At this stage in the article,
however, the ridiculousness of the
position forces itself home even to
him. So he is compelled to ask the

‘question which the reader is already

asking. Says Hillman:
“The reader may well ask: ‘If you

are not going to form a third parfy
and:if you reject all allianges with

the existing major parties, what are
you going to do?'”

Glory, glory, hallelujah! We have

now reached the stage where Hillman
has stopped telling us what he is not
going to do and is going to tell us
what he is going to do. And what is
it that he WILL do? He proposes to
continue and intensify the work of
political
_phlets, radio, articles in the press;

-to collaborate with progressive or-

gamzations and to keep the organ-
ization informed on the political pro-
posals which will be presented dyr-
ing the years-to come. PAC and the
National Citizens PAC = will also
maintain national unity and help to
get out the vote, etc.

Now isn't this .disgraceful? Here
we have the whole country interest-
ed in the future development of la-
bor’s political organization. PAC has
had a dramatic success in its impact
upon the American public. In Great
Britain it has awakened tremendous
interest, and when Hillman and R, J.
Thomas' go to Britain, the British

$ po]itlcaans inquire eagerly what is

theu- next step, what are they going

education  through pam-

to do with all this political in!iue_nce
that they have gained?

LABOR NEEDS A LEAD

The country is now waiting a lead,
a direct, powerful, confident lead on
the tremendous issues which face it.
Hillman's article shows that a sub-
stantial section of the people of the
U. S. are looking toward the Political
Action Commitiee as the basis of a
new political organization. Some may
be for it. Some may be against it.
The point is that the question is
posed. His whole article shows .that.
And he'and Murray at the head of
the CIO, the most powerful mass or-
ganization in the country and one
which in alliance with the AFL would
be politically irresistible, these two
instead of fighting for unity and put-
ting forward a program of their‘own,
can only bleat: “We are not going to
form a third party. We think a.third
party would be wrong. Above all, we
are not going to form a third party.
We shall keep the people informed.
We shall use the organization-to get
out the vote. We shall support peo-
ple who look forward instead .of
backward. But above all, dear trlends

sleep in peace. You can depend upon
us. There will be ne third party.”
Readers of LABOR ACTION are
familiar with the arguments and the
‘necessity for a political party of la-
bor. We do not propose fo go into
them in this particular article. We
merely wish to point out that .this
very article by Hillman, the. neces-
sity of his repealing with such in-
sistenice that the leaders of the PAC
do mot contemplate any third party
is itself a sign of the times. Properly
interpreted, it means that such is the

pressure of the class struggle, such -
are the violent conflicts within ‘the .-

Democratic Party to which PAC is
in reality attached. Whatever Hill-
man may say, the leaders of this
organization are now in the situation
of defending themselves against the
social movement which is crying for
a third party.

They may say what they please.
The very energy with which they
have to defend themselves shows the
inevitability and perhaps the near-
ness of what they are so terrified of
—the mdependent organization of the

- masses, the ohly way :in whlch thew

demands can be satlsﬁed.
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