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Every Worker Knows FDR’s
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You Don’t Talk
of These Things,
Mr. Dalrymple!

pect to get back their big rubber plantations in the Far East when this war
is over; but, alluring as that prospect is, they need something more to uplift

‘their patriotic morale. Not satisfled with the “normal” profit increases of a

few hundred per cent, they insisted on an additional bonus to cover the al-
leged cost of changing from production with natural rubber to synthetic
rubber.

Wartinie profiteering by big business has become such a humdrum, ordi-

‘nary affair that it might hardly be worth mentioning this latest scandal.

But in this case there is a close connection between these new revellations
and the fines levied by Dalrymple against 1,000 union members of the U. S.
Rubber Co. in Detroit.

THe original walkout by the tire-builders at U. S. Rubber occurred over a
dispute with the company in connection with changing to and from synthetic
rubber production. The company insisted on cuiting corners on wages and
put through an arbitrary cut in piecework rates that meant a cut in pay to
all the men involved, The tirebuilders, supported by most of the other pro-
duction workers, ‘'walked out and were fined by Dalrymple, international
president of the Umted Rubber Workers Union.

What was not known at that time, however, is the fact that the rubber
companies had been generously rewarded by the government for all costs
involved in synthetic production and in fact were reaping enormous extra
profits where they claimed to be incurring extra costs. The full facts on this
dirty deal have been exposed by Drew Pearson in the column,

Last April, according to Pearson the tire 'manufacturers demanded an'in-
crease in prices on the ground that synthetic production MIGHT lead to in-
creased costs of production. The OPA obligingly granted this increase.

With this assistance, the profits of the companies for the first six months-

- of last year, before taxes, were 784 per cent above their average pmﬁts for
. thel years 1936-39.

In" October, the OPA began to investigate this seandal and found no justi-
‘higher prices. However, when it prepared fo cut prices fast
month, James Byrnes;, War MoMIlzation ‘Director, stepped in and ordered 2
four-month extension of the higher prices. It was necessary, he said, to aid
in the effective prosecution of the war!

The following chart shows how the four biggest rubber companies, Good-
rich, Goodyear, U. S. Rubber and Firestone-fared under this super-consider-
ate treatment.

Pct. Above 1936-39 Av,

Year Total Profits
1943 (full year . _ $288,105,941 799
1944 (first six months} 149,262,970 828

Try this one on the War Labor Board. Tell them that you think that the
cost of living MIGHT continue to rise and you, therefore, want an 800 per
cem increases in wages above your 1936-39 average.

“Bill of Rights”
Aims to Split
Vets and Labor

_ When the President placed his signature on the Service-
man’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (Public Law 346 of the
78th boﬂgress} he legally accorded the right of veterans
returned from the armed services to become strike-breakers
or scabs. '

The “GI Bill of Rights” gives, among it other meager
provisions, “readjustment allowances” or unemployment
compensation to veterans. The eligible veteran will receive
eight weeks of allowances for each of his first three months
of active service; four weeks of allowances for each month,
or major fraction thereof, beyond the first three. The hmlt
is fifty-two weeks.

The benefits uverpge up to $23 a week, but not over.
Recall the last ieh-yenr depression. You will see that on the
basis of todays inflated pricé, to describe $23 a week for
a maximum of fifty-two weeks—providing the veteran has
been, in service long enough—as "meager,' is being re-
strained.

But there is a “sleeper” in the legislation. If a veteran
leaves suitable work voluntarily without good cause, is sus-
pended or discharged for misconduct, participates in a labor
dispute resulting in a work ‘stoppage—he is disqualified
from receiving the readjustment allowance!

The “GI Bill of Rights” makes no- distinction even be-
-tween a “legal” or an “illegal” dispute!

. Our congressmen and our President, those spokesmen
of “national unity,” have created a weapon to -divide the
veterans and organized labor. Organized labor’s reply
must be: a struggle for full employment, high wages and
good working conditions so that a veteran-worker may not
be pitted against his fellow worker.

The Profiteer’s Dream

“"Labor's friend," President Roosevelt, in calling for"Ja“N;:-
tional Service Act, has proposed the most coercive measure on

the home front ever demanded by any Chief Exe:u‘hve in the his-
tory of the country. ;

Enactment of what Roosevelt, wants would chunge the pres-
ent dimout of labors rights, represented by wage freezing, job
freezing and the no-strike pledge, o a blackout,

It would mean that the government could tap every worlmr *

~on the shoulder and say: "You stay here on fhis job," or "Wo

want you to take this job, or else.”
Forced labor for the private profit of employers. or else—.

Or else induction into the Army or into labor battalions in-
distinguishable from Hitler's! i

Roosevelt, who has always been for such Iegnlatmn, is trymg.
to get it made into law under the excuse of a critical manpower
shortage and the short-lived German counter-offensive in Bel-

gium, while the people are preoccupied- with the fate of their
loved ones who are risking death.

But his proposal is so absurd and fraudulent it has let loose
an avalanche of opposition. This opposition includes the whole

of labor, Roosevelt-loving lead-
ers of the AFL and CIQO and
the entire rank and file. It .in-
cludes congressional represent-
atives and the National Asso-

ciation of Manufacturers. This
latter group, it may be nc-ted', op-
poses “National Service- simply be-
cause they do not feel that there is
anything critical in the situation at
the present time which they ecannot
handle without government inter-
vention and because their profiteer-
ing ends are being - achleved without
such an act.

But some people are fm it, be-

_..sides the President. Who are they?.
The tops of the Army and N.wy. who,
% lare accustome_d to think in terms of

coercion, militarism .and totalitarian-
ism. The Southern senators and re-
actionaries in' Congress; who see in
such legislation the means of de-
stroying rthe labor movement. The
Communist Party (Political Assogia-
tion), a totalitarian movement ‘allied’
with totalitarian Russia, would cas-
trate the labor movement to assure
complete harmony with Sl.alms war
aims.

And Roosevelt's proposal has
opened a veritable Pandora’s box of
National Service bills in Congress.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
The one most closely embodying his
ideas is the May-Bailey bill.
even' Congressman May, author of
the President’s bill, confronted with
the tumultuous .opposition, was put
in the ludicrous position of having
to say: “I'm not very strong on na-
tional service legislation myself( %
Really! ;

It doesn’t look like Roosevelt is
going to et away with it. And he
shouldn’t,

(Cnntinued on page 3)

Memonal Meeting Held for Carlo Tresca

NEW YORK — A memorial meeting
for Carlo Tresca, Italian anti-fascist
editor of Il Martello, who was the
vietim of political assassins two years
ago in a New York dimout, took
place at Webster Hall on January 11.
A simultaneous meeting was held in
the town of his birth, Sulmona, Italy,
where the anti-fascist author, Igna-
zio Silone, was to speak. A principal
street in this town was to be named
after Tresca and a bronze head, ex-
ecuted by Minna Harkavy and un-
veiled at the New York meeting, is
being sent there by Tresca's friends.

The meeting, in the 'words of its
chairman, Bertram Wolfe, was a
“protest against assassination as a
method of settling political - discus-
sion.” A message - from Norman
Thomas scored the cynicism and lax-
ness of the New York police depart-
ment in failing to track down the
assasing of Tresca. Thomas cited the
fact that there had been no police
circular posted on the $5,000 reward
offered by a responsible committee
for evidence leading to the murderer
or murderers and, coincidentally, the
sympathy with fascism on the part
of one of District Attorney Hogan’s
men assigned to the case.

Harry Kelly, old libertarian, spoke

of the negligence of Mayor La Guar-
dia in the case. He contrasted the

~ Mayor's neglect of the Tresca mur-

der with the fact that La Guardia
finds time to spéak publicly in praise
of a member of the Liberty League as
a model for young boys. Kelly, as
all other speakers, is: convinced that
the murder was committed, not for

personal motives—for Tresca had no-

.

Personal enemies — but for political
motives, Tresca had political enemies
in the tofalitarian camps of both fas-
eism and Stalinism. He made enemies
in the totalitarian camps of both fas-
cism and Stalinism. He made ene-

mies of fascists due to his vigdrous'

fight to rid the streets of New York

~of blackshirts, his aid to Italian anti- .

fascist refugees. In his- struggles

against the Stahms*s, he: especially
incurred the enmity of the.CPers
in his attempts to expose the case of
Juliet Stuart Poyniz; an agent of the
Russian secret police, the GPU, who
broke with .them and disappeared.
Max Delson, attorney for the Work-
ers Defense League, reiterated the
theory of political motivation for the
. Tresca murder. Vincent Llonettl lib-

e . i

I Minneqpoh's Defenddnfs‘ to Speak in N. Y.

A mass meeting to greet the twelve
prisoners in the Minneapolis Labor
Case who will be released from
Sandstone Penitentiary on January 24,
will be held op Friday, February 2,
at 8:15 p.m. at the Hotel Diplomat,
108 West 43rd Street, New York.

The principal speakers, represent-
ing the eighteen prisoners, are James
P. Cannon, Albert Goldman, Farrell
Dobbs and Felix Morrow.

Other labor and liberal speakers
include Henry Fruchter, United Re-
tail, Wholesale & Department Store
Employees, 'CIO; Benjamin ‘F. -Mc-
Laurm Bmtherhood of Sleeping Car

Porters, AFL; Benjamin A. Gebiner,
assistant general secretary, Work-
men’s Circle; Osmond K. Fraenkel,
counsel, *American Civil Liberties
Union; James T, Farrell, noted novel-
ist. George Novack, secretary of the
CRD Committee, is chairman,

The four released defendants were
among the eighteen CIO and Social-
ist Workers-Party leaders who were
convicted under the anti-labor Smith
“Gag"  Act,’ which has been de-
nounced by labor and liberal spokes-
men .as undeémocratic and a viclation
of the constitutional rights of the
American people. !

On October 6th of last year appli-
cafion for pardon of the eighteen la-
bor prisoners was denied by the U.
S. Pardon Attorney although the pe-
tition ‘'was supported by labor and
progressive organizations represent-
ing over 4,000,000 workers. !

The Minneapolis Labor Case has
been correctly characterized as the
most important involving .civil lib-
erties and labor's rights in World
War II. The four released prisoners
will diseuss the. meaning of thejr
prosecution for the labor movement
and for the cause of civil liberties in

. the United States.

ertarian’ ‘who was. once assoemted

“ with Tresca on I1'Martello, spoke in

Italian. Attorney Morris Ernst con-

. trasted the widespread tredtment of

the tawdry Charlie C;haplm case by
radio, press and newsreel, and thelr
silence on the murder of the antlu {
fascist, Tresca. '~
Roger Baldwin,
American . Civil

direttor of "the:
Liberties Union,

réminiseed on the early ' organizing -

days of*the IWW when Carlo was in

the forefront of militant. struggles on

the Mesabi Range, ql Paterson, N. J,,
ete.

Movies were shown' of the Inde- .

pendence Day, 1926, arti-fascist dem- =
onstration of Italians in' New York
City, with shots of Tresca on the
speakers’ ‘stand. :
Angelica Balabanoft also spake and i
present on the speakers' platform
were two widows of wvictims of :un-
solved political crimes. Ohe wag Mrs.
Walter Liggett, whose publisher-hus- -
band was murdered by Twin Cities
gangsters as a result of her husband’s
crusade against the underworld. The -
other was the widow of .one of, the
Roselli brothers, -Italian anti-fascists
murdered by Italian' fascists: and =
French Cagoulards (fascists). :
(Continued on page 2) .

Suppress OPA Report on Steel Profits

By W. WHITE

When the leaders. of the great
powers. get together, they keep their
real dgmsmns secret. Everybody now
knows why the Teheran ‘decisions
were concealed. It was because they
provided for a division of the booty
to be gained by robbing “backward”
weaker nations.

The booty (raw materials, markets,

: pmﬂtable investments, etc.) goes, of

course, to the capitalists of the big
powers and, in the case of Russia, to
the Soviet bureaucrats.

Inside each nation, too, there are
similar “business secrets,” by.which
the ) capitalists cover up their rob-

bery of the workers and other poor
people.

In 'the steel wage case, there was
endless publicity about the fout-
rageous” demands of the workers.

But hardly a word about the de-
mand of the steel companies, made
over a year ago, for price increases,

whether or not any wage rlses were

granted.

Now (in the New York Times; De-
cember 11) we are told that the OPA
was willing last March to approve
“some price adjustments.” Things
like that, you see, don't take so long
to decide as wage increases.

However, the companies “withdrew

their demand in view of the wage
hearings.” It would have created an
unfortunate impression on the work-
ers, no doubt, with profits already
30Q per cent over pre-war levels,

All of this went on in the dark of
the night. There were, to be sure, a
few little leaks.

Next, the OPA’s Research Division
proceeded to a study of the whole
steel industry, not just of the few
products on which the companies
were claiming “losses.”

The report (two inches thick, says
Iron Age magazine of the steel in-
dustry) . showed that the companies
were rolling in profits. It was sup-

posed to be secret, but somehow the
news got out, and Phil Murray tried
to use it. ;

Chairman Davis of the War Labor
Roard, ruled that, so far as the WLB!
was concerned, there was no such
report. Chester Bowles, head of the
OPA, on the demand of the steel
magnates, disowned the report.

All the capitalists were very in-

dignant that such a secret had leaked

out. They considered it immoral for
a union to get hold of such informa-
tion.
The latest secret report is now ap-
parently buried for good. The OPA
« has sent the earlier secret report, the

one recommending price increases on i
some products, to Ecornomic Stabiliz-

er Vinson. Without asking -any un-

mecessary questions, he approved it. -
The companies'will soon get their
higher prices and bigger profits, :
How are we going to stop this se-
crecy? Certainly not by depending on
Roosevelt or any other . cap:tahst_'
politicians. :
An mdependent pohtlcal party of_ i
the working class, on its road to
winning control of the governmem.'
will demand:
1. An end to all secret trea.tles, :
‘2. Workers’ commiftees in every
plant to lay bare business “secrets.”

But




L-'A_a.-cm _A’é TION

By David Coolidge

The recent exchange of diplomatic
notes between Green and Murray
,on the umity situation in the labor
movement only serves to. illustrate
“how far apart the AFL and the CIO
are on this question of merging the
two big organizations.

Green says he and the AFL want
complete organic unity. Murray is
for a ‘broad” united front on im-
.y portant issues: The  upshot of 'the

whole matter is that nothing hap-
~ pens and the -two organizations go

. their own separate way as they have

gone for the past eight years.

Aside from the fact that there arc
real and important differences be-
tween the CIO and AFL, it is also
a fact that one of the factors oper-
ating against merger is the bureau-
cratic interests of the top leadership
of the two organizations, These two
big labor bureaucracies, with their
. salaries stafls, power and prestige,
are not anxious to risk even partial
];quida.tlon o_rl loss of prestige. ]

To this must be added the fear in
the CIO that merger between the
two organizations might provide the
opportunity :for the feturn of John
L. Lewis t0 a dominant pesition.

Since there is reason to believe that
the UMWA will be back in the AFL
a merger between the AFL and the
CIO would find Lewis right in the

- middle of the unified organization.

With his ahility and aggressiveness

it would be extremely difficult to

keep Lewis out of the leadership.

In fact, in case of the retirement of

Bill Green the miners’ president

would probably, in time, become the

. president of the united organization.

In an editorial; the UMWA Dis-
trict 50 News states that both the
AFL and the CIO are subservient to
“the Roosevelt Administration on all
matters of major policy.” This, of
course, is true and would remain
true throughout the war unless there

PHILIF MURRAY

Nat’l Labor Sec’y, Worlkers Party

was some real opposition from the
membership which is not in sight
al present.

The News' editorial goes on to say
that “it is this-domination of the
iwo labor groups by political forces
outside of labor that has kepl them
divided.” While this is partly re-
sponsible for the continuation of the
split, there are other reasons. We
have already mentioned one above.
Butl there is also the continued con-
tradiction between the ecraft union

WILLIAM GREEN

set-up of the AFL and'the needs ol
the overwhelming rnass of workers,
These differences certainly have nol
been reconciled, as is clear not only
from the orientation of the two or-
ganizations, but also from the many
disputes which have already taken
place and still take place-today.
The labor movement will continue
to be “dominated by political forces
outside of labor” so long as lapor
‘has no working class political pro-
gram and organization of its own.

The trade union movement will not
and cannot be mneutral in the matter
of politics. Politics will not and can-
not be kept out of the unjons. The
unions will go for capitalist politics
or for Ilabor politics. Furthermore,

Iabor politics does not consist in the -

simple gxereise of merely opposing
the “Roosevelt Admnistration,” as
was the case with the UMWA when
Lewns. the Journal and the News
supported Dewey in the last elec-
tion.

’ The labor movement will be domi-

nated by political forces outside the
labor movement until labor actually

- organizes politically gn an indepen-

dent basis and program inside and
through lhe labm movement

ow U. S. Rubber

" Profiteers

A tiny, obscure item buried away
"in the financial section of the New
York Times of December 30 gives
us a faint glimpse into the inner
. financial manipulations of the U. S.
" - Rubber Co.

There were no screaming head-
lines, no startling cartoons, no juicy
details, no indignant editorials. Only
a few diplomatic hints.  Naturally!

" 'The headlines, cartoons and editori-
als' are reserved for special occa-
sions when it i necessary to de-

. nounce some group of workers who
refuse to be swindled in silence by
the big corporations.

But if we are able to read between
the lines, the meager information
provided by the Times is worth re-
cording.

In February, 1843, a ~“group of
stockholders of the U. S. Rubber Co.

' Co. brought suit against the com-
pany on three grounds:

1. That a stock purchase option
granted to Francis B. Davis, Jr., pres-
ident of the company, amounted in

'fact ‘to a gift of $150,000.

2. That an improper dividend of
$2,604,364 was paid out by the com-
pany in 1939,

Operate

3. That excessive bonus payments
were made to the officers and di-
reotors of the company amounting
to $2,910,000 from 1935-39.

The suit was dismissed in
courts. ; b

the

In December, a compromise was
reached after a new suit was filed
by a group of stockholders who
claimed that the company wag dom-
inated by the E. I. du Pont de Ne-
mours Co. and that improper com-
pensation had been made to certain
officers of the company.

What the compromise is and what
the full facts are, we do not know,
but it is reported that as a result of
the compromise the magnificent sum
of $50,000 par year will be kept in
the treasury of the company instead
of being paid out to someone for
something.

Here is something on which Dal-
rymple can employ his talents. In-
stead of investigating local unions
and fining their members, how about
a little investigation into the full
facts and figures of rubber com-
pany profits, dividends. and salaries?

GHICAGO READERS,

‘David Coolidge

Nat'l Labor Secretary, Workers quf;y__ 3
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Labor Action

NEWS AND VIENS FROM THE LABOR FRONT| -

A Progressive Program for

LOS ANGELES—Harry Bridges and
his supporters are leading the unions,
intfo a blind alley. First they came
out for the piecerate pay indentive
plan, -then the labor draft, they
scabbed on the Chicago Montgomery
Ward workers and in San Pedro
they even ftried to get the union to
join the local Chamber of Commerce.
Now Bridges and the Stalinists have
writtén a permanent no - strike

pledge into the preamble of the rew ~

contract.-The only logical outcome to
this policy will be ecompulsory arbi-
tration. This is the blind alley that
the union is being led into.

‘At the samie time the ship owners
are getting ready for arother al-
tempt to smash the union. This is
obvious to any longshoreman who
sees what is going on up and down
the coast. The ship owners are con-
stantly chiseling on conditions. Many
of theé old timers, disgusted with
Bridges’ policy, are being bought out
by bosses jobs. And it is no.accident
that a situation has been created in
San Francisco, where there are now
three thousand dock seamen govern-
ment workers doing’ longshore work
for less pay. Also the San Francisco
local has nearly doubled its size un-

til now it has over 6,000 members.

The shipowners have the necessary
surplus of workers to scab and break
‘the union when San Francisco goes
back to peacetime shipping. The
same is true of other ports to a les-
ser extent. .

Bridges, although he talks like a
Chamber of Commerce man when he
discusses peaeetiine prospects. mitst
know that the union ‘faces a fight for
its life. He lwpes to a.veﬂ it bv the
permanent - no-strike pledge anﬂ un-
doubtely would like to sell the sliip
owners and the unioh g¢n coinpul:
sory arbitration. But the ship owners
have never understood the langunage
of bootlickers. Only a strong union

with fighting -leadership, based on a -

sound program in pnity with the rest
of marilime workers, will make ‘the—
ship owners talk turkey.

This is the situation that confronts
the lom,shoremen ‘Far-sighted union
men}bers must see the need to form a
progressive program; then proceed to
throw Bridges and his reactmnmv
Communist machine out 6f office. But
only on the basisof a correct program
will the union be in a position to
mee! thz atiack of the shipowners.

PRQPOSED PROGRAM

1. BUILD A NEW MARITIME
FEDERATION. Only in unity with
the rest.of the maritime workers
can the shl,powners be licked. Brxdges
by his constal:lt ‘feudin ng ‘with the
Sailors Union of 'the Pacific has ‘iso-
lated the longshoremen from the sea-

men on the West Coast. This only
plays into the hands of the shipown-
ers. It was the old Maritime Federa-
tion which presented a solid front of
longshorement and seamen that won
the '34 and '36 sirikes. The longshore-
men  for their ‘own preservation
should take the lead in setling up a
New Maritime Federation composed
of Longshoremen, Seamen, Firemen,
Cooks and Stewardq Teamsters, and
the other umons on the waterfront.
The slogan oh’the waterfront should
again be "“An injury to one is an m-
jury to all’ "

ports many jobs have been taken
over by. the Civil Service. Now
Bridges is worried about organizing
thém. "Prue—but workers are going
to be attracted to a union that is go-
ing ahead not one that tail-ends the
vest of the CIO, and follows the
phony-reactionary Communist pro=
gram.

6. A REAL EDUCATIONAL FRO-
GRAM. At the present many new
members are being taken in without

2. RESCIND THE NO-STRIKE

PLEDGE. A Union going into negoti-
ations and pledging not to strike is

like a fighter going into a fight with-

bis hands tied behind his back. Let
the shipownérs know the union is not
afraid to put the heat on if necessary.
Where do you think longshoremen
would be if they had pledged not to
strike in 1934. The shipowners are
the same men today as they were in
'34 and 36 and only understand the
" same Ianguage Rjgltt now they are

busy takmg agvantage of the union’s *

No-Strike %iedge by constant chisel-
ing on cmiffiﬁqns Direct action, job
action 'on t]le iob is the only way to
stop this ahiselmg Only the refusal
of the men ih San Pedro to work
cemerit unless Ahiey got the cusfom-
ary penalty pa.y got results. Mamr of
the conditiens on the waterfront
were won Witl.] job action and will
only be fhaintained by job action.

3. GET OFF THE MARITIME IN-
DUSTRY' BOARD The MIB was set
up as part of the “Bridges Plan” to
speed produgtion. It has turned out to
be just another agency for the ship-
oOwners. Tlme after time the govern-
ment 1epreseﬁtat1ves have gone down
the line with the \Shipowners.

MORE FIGHTING POINTS

4. PROTECT THE HIRING HALL,
All men doing longshore work on the
waterfront should be dispatched

~through the union hiring hall. Allow- .

ing extra men fo be dispatched
through the Urited States Employ-
mént Office is sefting up a potential
Fink Hall. The: hiring hall is the key
to union securlby The Maritime In-
dustry Board should not be allowed
to make dlspatchmg rules to the det-
riment of ‘the men. ‘Get rid of the
spccml MIB. admlmstmtm aver the

i ”%ﬁ o e o
“are” unong# 'worké?s"ﬁ:oing Tong-
shoré ' werﬁ ’fm- less pay. In other

Local 1€

In a closely contested election in
Local ‘16 of the IUMSWA, CIO, at
the Federal Shipbuilding Corp.,
Kearny, N. J., the administration
Unity slate won against the Rank
and File slate by a very narrow mar-
gin. The Unity slate ‘was backed by
the Communist Party while the Rank
and File slate was composed of' the
leading militant pw;_,lebswec; in the
two yards.

Over 12,000 votes were cast out of
a total of 25,000 workers in the two
vards. For top officers the vote was
as follows: - President—Foy (incum-
bent, Unity) 5831; Murrdgy (Rank
and File), 5361. Vice-president—
Clarin, 5,789;. Trachtenberg, 5,033.
Executive secretary (unopposed)—
O’'Connor. Treasurer — Tully, 5,725;
McQuillan, 5.022. Recording seere-
tary—Flynn, 53’14 Wade, 4,973. The
Unity slate also received a majority
for trustee and griévance committee.

STRUGGLE OQVER PROGRAM

Both ‘groups . conducted their cam-
paigns on the basis of programs and
this no doubt was in large measure
responsible for the relatively large
vote brought cut. The Stalinist Unity
slale in its program called for “win-
ning the war as quickly as possi-
ble,” “making a living wage,” “sup-
porting our Commander - in - Chief”
and* full support to the no -strike
pledge. '

The Rank and File progressives
ran on a slate callmg for:” cnmplete
intérnal democracy in the local, re-
vocation of the no-strike: pledge,
smashing the Little Steel formula, a
twenty-three per cent wage ihcrease
and for iurnmg the BAC 1111'.0 a La-
bor Party.

The Rank and TFile progressives
put out two editions of a tabloid elee-
tion paper, The Rank and Filer,
which was enthusiastically received
by workers in the two yards.

The Rank and File progressives
conducted a very spirited emapaign
and succeeded in bringing the'ideas
of progressive and militant trade
unionism to' the many thousands of
workers m these two yards of Fed-
eral Shipburldmg Corp.., which is-a
subsidiary of U. 5. Steel L01p The
progressives and militants were bet-
ter organized than ever before and
this, alomg with the importance and'
timeliness of the fighting program

/ins Large Vote

. File

which they presented, unguéstiona-
bly accounted for the large voie
given them. It _must be remembered
also that the militant workers who
organized and- supported ‘the Rank
and File slate and program were
handicapped by having to go against
an entrenched Stalinist-supported ad-
ministration and with no support
from the international leadership..

It should héarten shipyard workers
in ‘othér yards ‘and locals tq know
that the wnrkers it Kéarny Local 16
have waged Such an aggressive strug-
gle 'for dechra.gc progressive and
militant umionism. The Rank and
File group’ ‘of ‘Local 16 can go for-
wiird now with renewed courage and
understanding. They have a prog’ram
which' has won the support of over
5,000 workers in the local. These
workers will want to know ‘what to
do next. Hew can thcv continue ' to
work for the program which they
voted for m the elections? What can
these 5,000 rsﬁn’k and ‘file mllltanh:
do to the énd that their program
bécome the program of Local 16?
These a.re sorhe of the questions
which the Rank and Fnle group has
raised 'in :ts excellent program for
the electlol‘ls

COMPANY MAN

sponsors and do not know what a
union is supposed to be. An educa-
tional program is needed. Make the
new members attend one meeting a
month where they will be told the
whys and wherefores of unionism and
allowed to ask questions. San Pedro
has started such a program but the
present |phony union. line of the

leadership is noi eonducive to a good

union education.

7. NO RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
—NO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
NEW MEMBERS .So long as a man
can pelform his  work there should
be no discrimination on account of
race. The new contiract has a provi-
sion in it -against.racial discrimina-
tion. Unfortunately there is still quite
a ‘'bit of prejudice against colored
workers on the waterfront. In order

' to have a strong union this problem

must be solved. Discrimination only

plays into the hands of the shipown- -

ers. Seniority rules where they exist
should bhe "L})"J.n*ri fairly.

should be given seniority over any
member who has left the industry
and attempts to come back. Of course
this does not apply to men in the
service.

8, 'LIMIT. INTERNATIONAL. OF-

“FICIALS TO THREE YEARS IN OF-

FICE. Many locals have a rule that

New meme,
"bheiz naw woerking on o watieoudl

union officials can only hold a pie-

or for similar periods, San Pedro,
San Francisco, Seattle, etc. Amend
the International Constitution so tha
no union official can hold a paid In-
ternational job for more than three
years in succession. This would make
it harder for a machine to comlul
the*union the way the Commies have.
It 'wouid ‘also insure a closer relation:
ship between the rank and file and
+the officials.

9. MEET PEACE TIME LAYOFES
WITH A SHORTER WORKING
DAY. At present the union is asking
for a 36-hour guaranteed wage week.
Soon the day will come when the
union should demand a four-hour
day at two dollars an- hour and ask
for a twenty-hour guaranteed wage
week. That is the correct way to take
care of the membership — shorter
hours at more pay—spread the work.

10. FOR AN IN])EPENDENI LA-
BOR PARTY. The main concern of a
union is wages and conditions. In the
past these have' been won mainly' by

e Longshoremen

, economic achon—strike,—-—-,}ob action.
card job for two years in succession /

—boycott and therg is no reason to
expeet any changes as long as the
profit system exists. Any such talk as
“picket lines are a thing of the past”
is just pure baloney. The cmnniunlst
line that political action ‘has super-

seded economic action is false and .

reactionary. But a trade union defi-
nitely has its limitations. It cannot
solve the problem of unemploympnt.
fm example. It cannot hope to solve
the problems and the contrhdieﬁops
that arise out of the chaos of the
profit system.

Political actiop—the setting up of
a workers’ government—is the enly
‘solution. Then unemployment, old-’
age peasions, housing, dismmjna-
tion, can reslly be solyved.

The first step in that direction is
the setting up of a Labor Party. No
support to either of the capltahst :
parties — Republican or Democrafic.
The PAC should become the Politi-
cal Action Commitiee for an Ingde-
pendent Labor Party. :

now called mcentwe pay.

I.'o actually reduce -wages!

b

A Big Business Post War Plan

Every union and ‘every wmker knows that big business is planning:
for - great retrenchments after the war and that all the talk about
60,000,000 jobs and the maintenance of wage levels is not really to be
taken seriously. Business Week, a magazine of Wall Street, has bigger
profits in mind when it proposes the widespread use of incentive pay
plans in the postwar period. Here is what it says:

“Incentive- -pay plans can be used as a means of cutling costs after
V-E Day. Pay a litlle more to get substantially more prodnetion
Unions will call this speed- -up (o1 worse).
ment, and labor are committed to “the principle of full emp!oymelil' n

Pay a little more to get substanlxally more production! Therc is
nothing new in this scheme. That's what big business has done ail the
time. Labor's share in usmg productlwtv has always been sm;;lll espe-
cially dufing the preseént war when its wages hcwe been iroren whllg
production and profits have sky-rocketed.

INCENTIVE PAY—NEW STYLE SPEED-UP

Since everybody agrees on full 'employment—in words,
deeds—then we can use this desire, says big business, to put over .a
drive for speed-ups, which is what the incentive pay scheme 'is. You
get more work ‘out of the employee, cut his rates, jump up production,
increase profits and give the worker a lit{le teaser in the form of a few
cents raise in wages. This is exactly the kind of thing that the organ-
ued la.bor movement has been ﬂghtmg ever since it was formed.

But in recent years, the great victories oVer the speed-up, piece-
work system were weakened when industry, the government and some
unions (primarily those controlled by the Communists) put over incen-
live pay schemes in. ronme factovies.

In each case, the workers got the worst of it. There were many‘
instances of strikes to get rid of the old speed-up, piece- -work system

The labor movemerit must be on guard, for “free enterprise” in- the
language of the American capitalists means the right to exploit labor
without -any interference, to lengthen hours, intensify. exploitation ; and: '

Yet government, manq,g:e-

if not in

So There'’s a Labor ¢ hortage?
lere Are a Few Facfs, FDR

President Rousevelt and all his
hired - hands, especially “Assistant
President” Byrnes, have been shout-
ing so loud about manpower short-
ages that the ever-obliging newspa-
pers have seen fit to neglect sensa-
tional stories about 'wasted man-
power.

For example, the Senate Mead
Conimititee (formerly the Truman
Committee) - recently
the “armed forces draft and then

~ waste skilled fechniciang and -work-

ers.

A sample of 112 such cases showed
only fifteen where skills were’ fhlly
used. .

‘Here are some examples of waste:

‘A inetallurgical chemist, earning
‘$3,000' a ‘year''in 'a brass and copper
plant, was assigned to a medical ‘de-
‘partment ‘AS ‘A BUGLER.

A jlg-bullder earning §66 a week
in an aircraft plant, was “converted”
into a weather observer.

‘An edger and flash man, earning
$82 in a ‘tool-and-die shop, became a
“yard bird,” that is, he had to do

, guard duty, wash windows and pick

up scraps of paper, )

The foreman of a machine shop
repair department, earning $30 in a
large aircraft plant, was “promoted”

I..ps Angeles Hurbor Area Eveni's

Labor Action Forum

ROOSEVELT SINCE THE ELECTIONS

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 8:00 P. M.

Barn Dance (Blue Jeans and Gingham)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 27,8:00 P. M.
PLACE: 1039 MEYLER STREET, SAN FRANCISCO

reported " how

to the posmon of brig guard in the
Navy.

And so on.

The commitiee concluded:

“By -and large, there is no guestion
‘that to a substantial degree the pre-

cipitous drafting ‘of men from'indus-

try, in many cases some time before
they were actually needed 'in the
armed forces, has created temporary
surpluses in the 'armed : forces and

corresponding shortages in war pro--

duction.”

Tresca Meet --

(Centinued from page 1)

A resolution was passed by the
meeling urging all persons who have
any information which might help
solve the Tresca crime 'to present it
to the sponsors of the meeting, and
calling upon Hogan to 1‘e1ievc As-
sistant District Attorney Lipski of
all court work so that he might de-
vole hnnself to the Tresca case, and
that he re- -examine all clues on the

Tresca case and all persons who have .

knowledge of the poiiticaltenmitics
in Carlo Tresca’s life.

We came across.the above report:
in -the December 27 issue of the
Journal of Commerce, a business
‘ daily. This paper states that the jin-
' vestigation was finished several’
months ‘ago but that results have
only just been published. In ghe
meantime, readers are assured the
Army and Navy have been tryang :
hard {o improve.

In another respect the brass hats

. +have “been perfect for so long that

they can’t possibly improve: in their
abuse of workers and unions.

Labor Action
‘Does It Again

A report- from Detroit says:

“A pile of LiA’s was left in,a
shop by a friend. A committee- |
‘'man from another department
noticed them, looked through a
copy and without the knowledge
of our friend sold them to guys
in his department (about thirty
"to forty). He came back with the
money and - the report that the
men were enthus:ast:c about the
paper and'would it be possible for:
them to subscribe? Naturally, it
was made possible. They will all
-be year subs?” )

Bravo, Detroit

Luborr Smith "Gug“ Act.

Ch!cago Readers Aﬂ‘enﬂon :
' WEI.COMING MASS MEETING TO BE ADDRESSED BY
ALBERT GOLDMAN

National Chairman, Socialist Workers Par’fy

.Atforney for and one of the eighteen Minneapolis Labor
Prisoners, 'just released after serving a sixteen-month sen-
tence at Sundstone Federal Penitentiary under the anti- 1

Thursday, January. 25, .8:00 P. M.

. at

ASHLAND AUDITORIUM,
Chicago, lll. — Admission: 25 Cents

Auspices: Civil Rights Defense Gomniitiee

Ashland and Van Buren

--‘wi' - - i
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b I.alml Dratt Means Seridom [

(Continued from page 1)

— There’s no shortage of materials. .
On the contrary, American labor has
in abundance everything -
“asked. 'All production records have,

produced

. been broken. The only source of trouble
. on the production front is that ereated by
- by the planners in the War and Navy De-
partments, who are either way behind in
“technical advances or repeatedly ohange
their plans and designs. This has been
=proved and admitted by Ass;stant Seore—
tary of War Patterson

— There’s no shortage of men, Gen-

“eral Electric has laid off 8,000 work-

ers in Schenectady. Philip Murray

cited how Ford River Rouge dropped
from 84,648 in July, 1943, to 60,308 Ln
December, 1944, =

The AFL director of organization;

Franl{ Fenton, has eacposed tahe
age.” “Look at these lists,” he said,
thumbmg through the official lists. “Here’s
a plant with 10,000 workers which needb
48 more. Is that 'a manpower problem.'?
Here’s another with 500, which meeds six
more workers. Is that a manpower crlslb‘?
The fact is, there is no ‘manpower scar-
city.” " | j
What about the notorious labor- hoard-
ing in plants with war. contracts? This
was done even in collumon with the War

. Manpower Commission. The compa,nleb

profited at' government (or ultimately, at
the worker’s expense) and the workers
were kept at lower wages without work
“when they wanted to go elsewhere. There
is, however, no talk of strmgent measures
against t:he bungling of management, -
. which’ then, now and always has its eye
on t_he main chance, profits.

Some of the Forces Behmd Nohonal Service

Smoe it is obvious that national service is not
requested for the reasons given, why is "it pro-
-posed? ;

A look at its prmeipal proponents tells the rea-
‘son why. The Army and Navy heads; the reac-
tionary congressmen are vigorously behind it. They

are the most consistent and loud-mouthed labor- .

haters. They are ‘behind: any measyre whleh will
ourtail labor’s freedom ‘of movement and its
slrength and give to the authonties the power to
eontrol all of mvihan life. g

T That is precisely -what national service is de-
signed for. It ‘will forece men fo stay on a low-
‘paying job or move from a hetter to'a wme«*p:ﬁd
job—not quite at the ‘point of a gun, buf .on the
penalty of -army indueimn, 3 labor battalion, a fine

. or -imprisonment. y

Even ‘the labor ‘leaders, despite theu‘ ‘recent

" campaigning for Roosevelt, recognize this. “They'd
:soon be out of jobs if such legislation -were enact-
-ed, forit would break the back of orgamzed llabol

. As we pointed out last week: American labor
is in grave ‘danger! The ‘biiter determination of
Roosevelt, elected -with labor -support, to force
‘through Congress, ‘despite congressional, labor: -and
‘business opposition to his measure, -the ;passage of
an act oreatmg national seivice, is the s’rongest
proof that it is necessary to defeat it. ;

Once passed, it will be doubly difficult to get
it wiped off the books: It will be extended into tlhe

Dear 'Eﬂltor
1 am. getting your paper. Find inclosed some
reading matter according to my way of thinking.

1 am unable to see any difference in “Pure So-
cialilsm” and “Pure Communism” and the pure,
brand is the only brand I care for. I can’t see how
any socialist or communist could differ on funda-
mental principles. In either instance it would -be
a ‘workers’ govemment adhinistered in the inter-
est of workers. I am for either one or both if you
prefer. ;

" Right now organized labor has the situation in
hand, if ‘they don’t split up. William Green, John
L. Lewis, Sidney Hillman, Philip Murray and
other influential leaders should get together and
stay together, and pilot this post-war world Or-
ganized labor has all the power and mﬂnence
needed for that purpose. If it’s left to capitalism,
‘hell will besto play, -and if they get laber down
it will be labors own fault! Well if labor hasn't
got sense enough to leaﬂ they will Just have to
fall in behrnd and good-bye dnions. It will be a
serime-for any differences to come up that: can't be

jironed ‘out—for together we win, dividéd we fall,

.and this time we will fall hard. This is to be the
last kick of the dying capitalist, or it may survive.
1’s up to lahor. I for one helieve every leader in
the movement will get togéther and “stick. The
responsibility is greaf.

It might behoove us to become less interested
in other countries and think more of what is the
best program for this country, devise it, blhe-
print.it and stick to it, until. it's aeeomphshe‘d ITs

ALLUP TD LABOR. Organized’ labor is the only
oonstruetwe force in America. C;q.pitallsm is de-
structive of every mterest of the working man or
general welfaré

: J. R. W,, Glen Allen, Mo.

R ] ] )

‘Dear J..R. W

Life would ‘be much more simple if :socialists
and_communists agreed on fundamental principles.
Bul. it is unfortt.m:;u.el:.F true that the Communist
Party has -abandoned soemllst principles. Only a
few facts.are necessary to:prove that.

The Communist Barty supported Roosevelt in
the -election. It opposed us of-the Workers Party
and all workers who wanted to build a Labor
Party with. genuine labor candldates on a pro-

‘ gram for labor. Their leader in the United States,

. ‘Earl Browder, +has said that capitalism is work-
able, and the communists will support it y

At the present time they are conducting a vig-
.orous campaign in their paper,-the'Daily Woiker,
against rescinding the no-strike fledge!in’ the ref-
,endum vote now taking place in the Umted Auto
Workers Union. The strlk,e as_you imply .in an-

_ other letter-you. sent us, is a necessary .weapon “for

' 1dbor to be effective in ils.struggle for better con-

alt:ons a,gamst the .employers and oomplete eman- N

c1pation
‘Abroad, thexr members have partwlpated in the
eo-faselst ‘cabinet of Badoglio in Italy,.and.in the
"Brmsh puppet government of Papandreou in
Greece (until the movement of liberation on the
. part of the Greek and Italian masses forced them
out)
(See the description by Reva. Clame alsewhere
in this 'issue on ‘a factory’ boss in "Russia. ‘What a
2 degradmg depatture from the communist princi-
-ple of “workers’ 'control of industry” which ‘ex-
isted after the revolution in Russia! ‘What an un-
" mistakable departure from the democratic princi-
. ples of, communism!)
; Tlte explanaﬁon for this? The Stalin :govern-
ment «in ‘Russia- took the rems away from the

“workers. This Was possible because of the .pov- .

post-war period. There have been epough experi-
ences ‘with Roosevelt to show, ‘his protests to the
contrary notwrthstandmg, thot he has no inten-
tion of merely putting this measure on the books
for pressure’s sake; or for a br1ef period. A : strong
totalitarian streak runs through the Pres:dent

It is also necessary to vecall that -when he -ﬁrst

_proposed a National Serwvice Act he included so-

called safeguaxrds for labor to win iis support.
Among these safeguards ‘were propos&ls for curb-
ing profits, guaranteeing wages, hnohmg wages to

f

“shorte ]

I(ERENSI(Y MAK&{'

T e e S

=P s ey g

RUSSIA AN

o
By ALBERT GATES
There was a time when the At-
lantic  Charter was regarded - by
the Allred statesmen as a sacred
document presagmg a new ppst~
war world of freedom. But the

- dlszllusmnment was not long in

coming. In recent mémths the
true meaning of the Atlantic
Charter has been made clegr for

i everyone to see.

RvssmN POWER POLITgis :

One of the latest wrinkles in
lnterpretazmn of the Charter
comes trom the Rpssmns As ev-
eryone . now knows; l&nssia has

chipped  off ‘a piece of Fipland— '

the frnit of two wars. She sejzed
Latvia,
held a plebiscite at the point of a
gun in .eaek eol.mtry and “legally
incorporated” thom mto the 'bor-

; ders of Russia. . PR

The big dispute over Poland is
bemg resolved in Russia's’ tavol
with her sponsorship and’ feeog-
nition of the Lublm Committee.
Upon the hberatton of the' toun~
try from Germany it will ‘be

' turned into a Russian vassal state,

ile., those parts not alreeu:hplr it~
corporated into RPSS]&

Parts of Romama have already
been -incorporated into Stah}}s 50-
called socialist fatherland, where
labor is enslaved In all thgse in-
stanees the will -of the peoplc
means nothmg—they are not con-
su!ted nor are they perm:tt.ed to

Lithuania and Esthonia; |

~True socialism-is pessible only.on- an-.internataonal_-‘_
scale,-with an. mtematronal divmon of labor, an :

- ferences in order to send their soldiers against the

» Murray -and

the"rise in the cost of living and keeping down-
prices, eic., -etc. Since .none of these ‘promises was
kept, exeept the -wage ‘freeze on Iabor Roosevelt
thought it the better part ‘of discretion to -say
nothing about these things now.

Naturally, the obgeetlons
thése practices of power phlltxcs
are many. They come not only
frem lhe people, but from unen:-
pioyed governments in exile—"
-which were retained by the Al-
lies only as long as militarily ad-
visable —and the ambassadorial
representatives of these govern-
ments all over the world. "

In the United States, there are
a great number of these “unret-og-
nized”' ambassadors
sentatives.- One of these is P.
deikis, who continues fo. aet as
Washmgton Mlmster of a non—ex-
istent Lrthuaman X
Ina 1ette|r to Alexander Ke
Zadeikis takes Kerensky 1
tor endorsing Stalin’s: inc
tion of Lithuania into the bo!
of Russia. Who is Kerens]u' af
what is this all about?

He ‘is for nationd] service, pure and simple,
writh no ands, ifs or buts. His whdle apprdaeh to
thls is in keeping with its totalitarian aims. He -
says to 'Congress the talking stage is over; you
"have only one job—pass the act!"

/He must be answered in the same direct way:
No!" You cannot enslave the American working
-class. We will not permit you to force American
Jabor to become the instruments of exploitation
by low-paying profiteering vultures who would be
the chief recipients of a National Service Act, We
will not permit you to lay the groundwork for the
destruction of the labor movement.

KERENSKY’S PAST

erty of/ Russia and the fact that ONE socialist
state was ‘surrounded by hostile caplt@hst states.

peasants, ‘Uunder’ th e d p of
Lenin and Trotsky took power
and set up the first werkers' gov-
ernment in history. He -wag from
that day on an enemy of the Rus-

elimination of rxval state; competing and warring
with each other. “The inequality in Russia gener-
ated ‘the policeman—the state—to keep a’ few in
power and prosperity and to keep the impover-
ished .masses down. :

D ATLAN

sian Revolution. Of course, he was
a supporter of the first revolution
which overthrew the Czar and put
him (Kerensky) into ofﬁce at the
head of a capitallst government
But tie second revoluhon, which
overthrow the power of the capi-
talists and landlords, he opposed
,most bitterly. Eventually Keren-
sky became an exile from Russia.

In the intervening years he re-
mained a bitter opponent of So-
viet' Russia;, when -the workers
really ruled. His opposition to
Bussia cooled considerably after
Stalin and his bureaucracy seized
power. The more nationalist Stalin |
became, the warmer did Xerensky
feel toward Russia. And when
Stalin cast off all his pretentions
of being a socialist, when he de-
stroyed the soviets, the bolshevik
party, the communist internation-
al, the rights of the workers and
peasants, and enslaved them, Ker-
ensky began to find many things
to admire in Stalin and Russia.

Thus, when 'Stalin was forced
into the present war by his erst-
while partner, Hitler, Ke1ensky
came to the defense ¢f Mother
Russia. And while he continues’
his hol.lday outbursts against Stal-
in's totalltartan regime, Keérensky
hails the wartime achievements of
the Kremlin oligarch and calls
-upon all Russians to give the lat-
ter complete support, especially
on the destruction of the indepen-
dent. states of Latvia, Lithuania,
Esthoma, and the now threatened
loss of mdependence to Poland.

HHOW IMPERIALISTS REASON '
And when Mr. Zadeikis agks
J.s.erensigy how he squares this
with the Atlantic Charter, and the
whole cause for which the war is
fought, what answer does he re-
ceive? A deceitful one. But one .
which is gaining favor in the dip-
lomatic chambers of the Allied

powers.

Kerensky suppolts Stalin since
Hitler’s attack. because Stalin “had”
ceased all Commaunist Propaganda
inside Russia at the time of the
Hitler invasion and put forward
only such sloga;ns as were in har-
mony with the national serm-

-ments of the people and the na-

A tional interests “of Russla” Sec-
ondly the war with Hitler “was
proelouned a defensive war . , .
and the war aims were glven as
defense of the motherland..

And “insofar as Russia continues
to fight for these aims I continue
to support them, These aims have

- “nothing to do with the form of

government existing in Russia.”
He doesn’t go for the government,
but “none of us, however, can al-
ter the pattern of history as it has
shaped ifself at this moment.”

.lantic Charter.”

. Puerto Rico. There is, however, a

‘nol unknown, elther It is (.D.“Q"l

- Russian Nationalist and imperial-

A'Lvar.n s DEFENSE OF

IC CHARTER

But what about Lithuania? “As
regards the 6,000,000 inhabitants
of the Baltic states, their incor-
poration within the federation of -
Russian states likewise has noth-
ing to do with-the character of the
existing political regime in Russia
or with the political regime now
installed in the Baltic states.” -
Some mighty fancy jabbing and
side-stepping, this answer.

But Kerensky is coming 1o the

 point, in his own round-about and

_ponderous-way. Was this incorpo-
ration .a vlolatlon .0f the Atlantic
Charter, as Mr. Zade1l{15 insists?
No, says Kerensky: Just listen!

“I' contended ‘it 'did not (violate
the Charter). .One may consider
the’ meol-porahon of the territories
in question as unjust; one may
try to persuade the Soviet govern-
ment to revise its action; but mo
one can jusily: aceuse the Soviet
government of llaving violated the
Atlant:o Cha.rter ” ;

And Wh}" not? Well, you see, the
Atlantic Charter, which bars such -
incorporations;” was "‘plomulga.ted
by President Roosevelt and Prime
Minister Churchill ‘on Aug. 14,

] 1941. The representatwes of the

Moscow Government mgned the
‘Charter on Jan. 1 1942, The-rein-
corporation of the Baltic® states

" (you see, the Czar.once plundered

these peoples, to0—AG), Westein
White Russia and Bessarabia, and
the incorporation of western Ga-
lacia and nerthern Bukovina into
ltussia took place durmg the peri-
od between the end of 1939 and
the middle of 1940 (during the Hit-
ler-Stalin Pact—AG) one year be-
fore the promulgation of the At-

'

There it is. The Atlantic Char-
1er is not a doetrine, after all. Tt
is a date. If before January 1,
1942, Russia gobbled up a number
of states in violation of the will of “
the peoples of these states why,—
it has nothing to do with the At-
lantic Charter, because when Rus-
sia seized these territories it had
not yet SLgned this noble docu-
ment.

England and the United States,
of course, will support Russia in
this. After all there are India and

name by which all this goes. It is

“imperialism!"

Alexander Kerensky  hasn't
changed at all. He was a great

ist when he hea;led the Provision-
al -Gevernment in--1917. JHe we--
mains .that today. Stalin has
changed. He was once a revolu-
tionary socialist. Today he is a
great Russian nationalist and im-
perialist.

OUR WORLD INTERESTS .

This ‘brings us to the point ‘in your lette1 that
“¢ might .behoove us to become less interested .in
other countries and think more of what is the
best program for this couniry.”

We recognize that the primary task of the
Workers Party lies in convinecing the labor move-
ment of the United States of its historical respon-
sibility ‘to form its own party and take over the.
leadership of the nation. But to achieve ‘this goal,
the workers of the United States ‘must. have an
understanding of, and a sohdarity with, their in-
ternational class brothers.

They must have an understandmg of why it is
that the workers-in-uniform are faeing each other
on ‘the world’s battlefronts, while the capitalists
of all sides are safe and secure and waxing fat on
the profits of war.

Perhaps another country will create a workers’
government before the workers of the United
States do. Then we should expect the ‘sympathy
and solidarity of that government foward our own
struggles. And if we should have a genuine labor
government in the United States, do you think that
the other capitalist nations would treat us any
differently than they did Russia after 1917, when
both German and Allied .armies- ﬁorgot ctheir dif-

Listen to these noble senfiments.
The. quotation is long, but Negroes
and the labor movement. should di-
gest it and think about it. ‘_

‘““The cloak of racism surrounding
the action of the Brotherhood in re-
fusing membership to Negroes and
in entenng into and enforomg agree-
.menis diseriminating against tl;em,
all ungder, the guise of constltut;onal
authority, still remains. No: statntony
interpretation can erase this ugly ex-
.ample of eeonomic eruelty ag‘ainst
colored citizens of the United S_tatw.

“Nothing ‘can destroy the fact that
-the accident of birth has been ﬂsed
as the basis to abuse individual rights
by an organization purporting to act)
. in  conformity with congreggiqgal

new workers' state?

Just as the capitalists have an mtemational
solidarity against the workers, so must we have
an international solidarity of labor. 'Our workers'
government would call upen-the workers of other
countne‘sw to tll-;y tl:i F"I.relretr;lt thetlr q;ulers froril 'er:sh mandate. Any attempt to, interpret

e em to form similar gov-
errir::nts ?)fstl?r:lr own in their o?wn countries, to ~ the act (Railway 'Labor Act) must
bring an end, all over the world to the system take into account and must realize
that breeds poverty and war, and to usher in an that the constitutionality of the sta-
era of peace and plety, for all. tute in this respect depends upoh the

We think that labor organization should be ,pcwer given.

united, too. The rank and filers desire ‘unity, but 2 ' :
we cannot put our faith in Green, Lewis, Hillman, The, Constitution voices “5 dis-
their like, who act ‘as stumbling !aproval whenever ecohomic discnm
blocks, who have their-posts, salares and prestige jnation is applied under anthor;ity of
at stake. These are the big-salaried men of labor, law against any race, creed or color.
who have one tace turned toward the bosses and ; 4 i : s
cy cannot: allow
the government and the other turned toward labor. A sour_rﬁ ,.,der_no_era_ Y Soppnen %lha!
Proof? In the interests of “national unity” for the such discrimination fo go unchal-
‘war effort, i.e., national unity ‘between: the million- lenged. g
‘aire and the moneyless, Murray, lGnroen and. the - “Bacisi I8 100 virulent: M&y Ay
others have sacrificed the independente of  Jabor.
They gave up the no-strike -pledge. That leaves . Permit the slightest refusal, in -the
labor defenseless. The capitalists, on 'the other/ lisht of 'a Constitution that -abhors
hand, have their industry, .their farmland, tillei_rl it, to expose, a.nd condemn it wher-
banks, their newspapers, itheir ‘radio, their movies ever it appears ‘in the course of a
—and their war. But labor is: paying the bill, en- el o
; : : 2% inter retatlon
during the speed-up, suffering the shortages, doing ptatutory interp
the fighting and dying. The author of these truly  démo-
As you say in your letter, “IT'S ALL UP TO cratic pronouncements is 'Mr. Jus-
LABOR.” It is up to:rank and fileis like yourself . ppank Murphy. -He is not only
to push for unity over the heads ‘of the labor bu- j = k . He ihe X
reaucrats and create the greatest, largest, best or- . # .S.upreme Court judge: He isg Uf_
ganized- force for progress the ‘world has even ‘seen / torious New Dealer and member ?
—thirteen : million workers -and -thei_r families! It the Roosevelt clique. Why all this
is up to you, and. other. progressives like you. to pegt, all this passion, from the Jim
join:the ranks of the Workers Party to J‘lght for a Crow Ro cekuelt g overnme nt?. )
wonkers world.
This is not the first time. The ‘Rail-
Y

M. B.

moad brotherhoods have now been
under fire from the New Deal for
over a year because of their dis-
. crimination against Negro workers,
First of’ all, the FEPC held widely
publicized investigations and New
Deal reresentatives of the govern-
ment took the opportunity fo throw
all the blame for the discrimination
upon labor. The discrimination has
continued. And two Negro locomo-
tive firemen, Tom Tunstall and Bus-
-ter William Steel filed suit against

* the Brotherhoods in a case which has

just been concluded.

They elalmed that the agreement
signed by the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Firemén & Engineers results
in the sweeping of all Negro fire-
men from. their  jobs. =,

They claimed that the union con-
traet covered all employees. But the,
union’s local refused to admit Ne-
groes to membership. Negro firemen
without union membership are clas-
sified as “non-promotable.” And this
eventually meant loss of employ-
ment.

,LABOR ACTION:on previous oc-
casions has pointed out the energetic
satisfaction with which the New Deal
places the blame for discriminations
upon the labor movement. This is no

¢ accident. It is a matter of- pohcy The

New Deal in particular knows wery
well its criminal record on Jim Crow
in the armed forces, in the federal
government in its timid.handling of
. Negroes in industry, in its caprtula-
tion to the Southern plantocracy, in
every field of American life. It knows
that the basic challenge to American
capitalistic handling of the Negro
question can come only irom the la-
bor movement. It knows that within
the Democratic Party, the CIO and
particularly the PAC on the one side,
~and the Southern plantocracy on the
other, are at daggers drawn on this
guestion.

The Administration therefore is
only: too glad to plant the stigma of

raclal diserimination upon labor and |

is.

thereby escape some of the responsi-
bility for ils evasion of the Negro
questlon

‘The -Railroad Brotherhoods are do-
ing untold harm to themselves and
'to the cause of laber as a whole by
their persistence in these practices,
whith fully deserve the condemna-
tion expressed by Justice Murphy.
But labor does not need this from
- Murphy. It must come from the labor
_movemem itself. It is the business of
labor to recognize its responsibility to
the nation as a whole and to take
upon itself the solution of problems
‘which capitalism has proved itself
unable to solve. i

EXAMPLE OF THE UAW

In this respect the UAW has once
more given an:example of the road
which labor must follow toward the
solution of the Negro question.

" President. R. J. Thomas has recently

announced the creation of a Fair
Employment Practice Committee
within the union to handle all prob-
lems of racial d:scnmmatron on the
job. The chairman of the new or gan-
ization is George F. Addes That is
the road.

The danger is that if the Rarlroad
Brotherhoods continue then' diserim-
inatory pra.otwes, not Dl‘llj will they

aniagonize Negrods and progressive

sections of labor, they may open the
way Tor the government to ‘interfere.
Justice Murphy’s opinion laid heavy
stress on the fact that "the railreads
are “an’ organization purperting to
aet in conformity with congressional
mandate.” The Railway Brotherhoods
function under the Railway Labor
Act. Their own vrtal mterests and ihe
interests of labor should make them
realize that they must set their own
house in order.

Subscribers' Note!

If the wrapper in which your
paper is mailed is marked V9 No.
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A Mom o Admire

A week affer he wrote that he thought tha
“Churchill 'had made 'a case’ for the British a
tempt to maintain order in Greece plo\nd
facts were as he stated them in hi$ speech,’ No'
man- Thomas leader and.standard-bearer’ of the
Socialist Party, salutes Mr. Churchill on the cou

g ~age which

4 Winstolt % h
chll] !

nected with th
. 5 labpr movemen

. : should kno
“I'SALUTE ... CHURCHILL"” that 1t\Was I‘ID
courage, but rather the necessity for British im.

perialysm to try to palm off another pugpet o1
the Greek . people’ which compelled Wmsto
Ghurchill even at his age (Thomas ought to lmow‘)
to travel to Greece. The Greek workers; at an
-rate saluted Winston in somewhat different fash
from that of Norman Thomas.

Thomas goes on to. enlighten us a little more-"
about the Greek situation.

“And speaking of Greece, where (Toes ELAS
get all those arms? Did it capture them from thi
Germans? Or did the Germans leave them behin
on purpese to aid the expected eivil war? Or. do
Stalin and his Commiunists know qomethmg about

" it? Popular Greek support for ELAS may e.xpiam‘:

much. It cannot explain these arms.” .
In the first place, who, besides Mr. 'I'homas, JE
now asking for an explanation of those ar
is not where the Greek' people got the
the people always know how to get arm ;
they want them—but for what they used hese_
arms, that is Jmportant What "does Thomas hink
of' that? :
Secondly, Thomas c:houlcl refer to the mé‘n he :
so admires for an answer. Churchill hlmselt ac
knowledged that the British helped arm the Greek
people when they were struggling against Ger
man opp1 ession. Now _that the Greelsx people ha
shown ﬂ"omf“olmt teoov 1o siruggle against ev
British oppreabion, ulong con"ies Norman l‘homds

arms, and  to msanuat’c that' the}, rmght evefn ‘be
working for the Germans,
"~ When  the' Greek workers win the1r ;
hich is proving to be a Hard and bloody one,
~despite the Stalinist leadership. of ELAS, which
"has sold them down the river, they will, we are
sure, take timve out to give Nmman Thomas a de-
tailed accounting of the source of . their arms
Right now, there arve battles to be won. &

L]

Social Justice in Porrugal

. The Lishon- radio bloadcast the follow.‘
nouncement of government labor policy on
‘vember 8:

+ “The Under .Secrétary for Corporations has
published a just and necessary order which aims
at ending erroneous ideas and blatant abuses. I
is laid down that, once minimum wages ha
been fixed under an' order from the Under Secre:
tariat, emplovers affected are forbidden ito pay
any higher 'rates, except in’ special cases: wher
maximum rates may also be fixed. Ca.rrymg on
- this principle shonld present. no' difficulties: It
a pity thai even in these days there are: sl
ple. who do not understand what is meant by 50
cial justice and the cooperation of capital
labor. There are none so blind as these who
see.”

It is obvious ih"ii carrying out ihe

which . forbids - paying more than the:
wage should present no- difficulties to, v
ployers especially if that is the law. Too ‘oad,,bu
the workers of Portugal somehow cannot see th
justice in thls prmc;ple But they are not bl

" and, labor n"iofm:; Ihat eapital gels all an'd lab

fixed minimum wage whwh becomes the ma
mum. ¢ x :

Belgian Cool

. The ®*coal crisis is so’.seridus -in Belglu- ¢
the Allied military authorities hd_vo ‘begun. an
vestigation. Major-Gen. Erskine = charges .
theft and dishonesty on the art of the coal ind
try are responsible for the situation. Coal
cated for civilian use is being pilfered fron

ards and sxdetmekod into the black marke’c_

the mines o{vned by certam industries and
Aindustries l:ontlolled by 4he coal owners. ’f\h
seem incapable, the General said, of forge
their own interests and pooling eoal as dire
The mine owners and industrialists have
forgotten their own interests, not even unde
occupation. At that time the coal miners ref
to work the mines. They went on a fou
strikKe. Thousands .of them preferred -uner
ment and its attendant suffenngs to, any co]l

; ration with the invaders. The Bel"Jan min

ers, on the other hand, operated the mine:

“'scab labor, They collaborated- with the Nazis ar
“assured the continuation of their ‘profits. {

After the “liberation” ,of Belgium,

" miners, who had fought the Nazis in -thei

way, -wanted their jobs back. The ‘governme
“liberation” replied by placing them on ‘the
rolls, and -retaining those who had wor
mines undeér the Nazis on the job. ‘_Th‘e
owners, collaborators of Yesterday, naturall
;tained their ownership-and continue:their
eering at the expense of the Belgian po

In the entife conl crisis, this little detail’
overlooked. : :
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Conscription
Guarantees a
New World War

By Mary Bell

The JlPrestdt:n.t’s proposal for peacettme conscription,
slipped into his annual message to Congress calling for
a National Service Act, is a confession of failure and a
:[urt.her move toward totalitarianization. B =

- 'What kind of confession of failure is it? We were told
that we were one of the democratie, peace-lovmg na-
‘tions; and that fascism, the brutal aggressor nations,
started the war. We are supposed to be fighting to rid
‘the world of fascism and war. If what we were told
were true, the victory pver fascism shduld mean the
end of war and hence the end of the necessity for arma-
ments; armies and soldiery. (Lei us forget, for the mo-
ment, that the F]rst World War was also a “war to end
war. iy ' H ;

; Sendmg our youth to army camps, dullmg and train-
ing them in the arts of warfare, means to.do what Hitler
did with the German youth. Those who argue tlat peace-
tlme!conscrlptmn is the best preventive measure against
war can be dismissed out of hand. Its existence in the
European countries  did not prevent war. Conscription
mere]y meant that the war-makers were guaranteed
tramed armies to send to death on the battlefield. It
meant that the Merchants of Death contmued their
proﬁteermg in peacetime, too. - %

- Listen to some of the arguments bemﬂr used in, be-
'.half of peacetime conscription.of young men.

WADSWORTH AT IT AGA‘[N

Repreﬁentatlve James W. Wadsworth, who headed the
Senate Military Affairs Committee from 1919 -to 1927,
smd as part of his argument that the United States
“will undoubtedly take a leading part in the formation

‘and maintenance of an international organization whose y

: chlef qb‘sectlve i the maintenance of world peace.”

/What a contradiction! The’ 1mplicatmn is that we .

.are going to maintain peace, therefore we have to be
~ strong militarily to guarantee that peace. If some other
" country, doubtless with its own trained reserves, also

 for the purpose of “maintaining peace,” breaks the peace,

“then we mobilize our trained youth to fight to keep the .

-peace (Peace, in the minds of our capitalist rulers, is
' something for which you go to war every so, ofien to
maintain.) :
“Our motives cannot be questibned,” said ‘Mr. Wads-

Wcrth and added that there is “no brutal or aggressor
sp:\:it in the American people...we can lead the world

S

A STUDY IN IMPERIALISM—-

f

.By SUSAN GREEN

Benes, head of the Czechoslo-
vak)an governiment in exile, has been
stirred to action by a demand that
Ruthenia — which is ‘now Czechoslo-
vakian territory—be annexed to Rus-*
sian Ukraine. This “friendly” demand
was conveyed to Benes by’ the leader
of the Ruthenian Communist Party,
acting unmistakably as stooge for
his baoss in the Kremlin.

Only a matter of weeks ago, Benes
went to Mostow and a- treaty of
“friendship” was signed- by the lion
and the mouse, by which treaty the
mouse was supposed to have been
assured the- continued pos ssion of
the bit of cheese known as thenia.-
But what can Stalin do about it when.
the “people” of Ruthenia have by
plebiscite—we know how free such
plebiscites are—denoted their “over-
whelming wish” to become the chil-
dren of the Little Father in the

" Kremlin! Benes has sent a represent-

yative to Moscow to see if Stalin may
be only fooling.

This is one of several -news ltems
of the past week shedding consider-
able hght on the all«engrossmg ques-
tion of peace.

TRIESTE AND FIUME AGAIN’
Another news réport concerns one
of the many worries of the Italian
government, such as it ‘is. The wob-
bly government in Italy is afraid of
what Marshal Tito may 'do about
Trieste "and Fiume, two important
seaports opposite Venice on the Adri-
atic Sea. The port of Trieste became
part of Italy by treaty in 1919. Fiume
is a city to which the Italian impe-
rialists of post-World ‘War 1 vintage
just helped themselves, -

"From Rags to Riches"

_along paths of decency but merely to be decent is 11ot'_ 7

7 enuugh o

We dgree that there is no brutal or aggressive spirit
among the American people save where it has been im-
\planted by false propaganda of .the capitalist overlords.
But to omit for the present the brutahty and aggressive-
ness of .the United States in the Phlhppmes and Cuba
_and Puerto Rico, let's look at its role in' the present war.
“How was thp peace- lovmg unaggresswe democratic na-
ture of ‘our administration shqwn in' Greece, where one

" of our allies, Britain, turned its ‘guns on the Greek peo-

‘who had fought against the fascists? Or, how could the
- Belgian people‘ demonstrating against their collabora-
tlomst leader, Pierlot, mdke a distinction between the

‘peace-lo¥ing” American Shellb that were fired on them '
.. opened up great opportum‘ues for the .
it “ybung man. Together -with . millions” ="

and he "brutal aggresswe shells af the Nazas" :

_ EQUALI’I‘Y AND HEALTH _“ i

Another, argument Mr, Wadsworth uses for compul-

sory military training is that ‘poor boy, rich.boy would .

“ sweat -and sympathize together, ‘and that it would bol-
ster the democratic spirit of this country.” That is a
laughablc argument to a socialist. To propose a totali-
tarian measure {o 'bo].ster the democratic'spirit’! The
democratlc spirit - rlmght be bolstered a bit more effective-,
ly if the system of inequality were eliminated which
creates “‘poor boy, rich boy.” If private mopupoly, whose
mterests wars are fought to defend, weére ‘eliminated.

Wa.dsworth zmd others use the time-worn argument

" that military training would strengthen public health.

“The cause for re;ectmns would become known,” he
stat-ed “and medical authorities would be able to seek
.out the sore spots’ and correct them in:early youth.” Se-
Jective Service records revealed the appalling state of
American health by the tremendous percentagé of re-
jections for the Army. If. a. fraction of the, money
poured into- wa,r and military training were spent for
public works to assure full employment and public medi-
cal. service available to ‘all, this physical condition of
fhe American yoith could be largely eliminated.

' The key argument of Wadsworth is the “bitter -ex-

: perlences" of the first eighteen months of the present
war, during which times our Alhes were ‘holding down
the trenches” ‘while ‘the U. S. “was in the throes of
bulldmg an Army and Navy

PREPARING FOR -ANOTHER SLAUGHTER

~ There it is. When the THIRD WORLD WAR comes,
Mr Wadsworth is saying; we shall not be unprepared, if
we, have ;an army of trained youth. &

"‘How bltterly_ ironic! Our statesmen and public offi-

als talk' in the same breath about “international co-
_operauion for world peace” and propose gettmg ready for
the neut world slaughter!

. And the Third World War is just around the corner,
unless the common people, the workers and farmers in
'g:lr organizations, the vast majority of the papulation,
assume their responsibility. Thetr responsibility is to.

take over the leadership of society in which they are the -

fmbjority,’ through their own party, thmugh their own s
government, to eliminate the root cause of war—pnvate
Wnetshlp and profiteering. :

"LABOR ACTION
A Paper in the Interests of ‘Labor

Publishdd Weekly by the
LABOR ACTION PUBLISHING ASSN.

114 West 14th Street ' New York 11, N. Y.
' (Third Floor) ;

Vol. 9 No. 4 January 22, 1945

ALBERT GATES, Editor
'MARY BELL, Ass't Editor

; Subscrlptmn Rate: 60 Cents a Year
75 Cents for Canada, New. York and Foreign

1}
. Re-entered ‘as second-class matmr May 24, 1940,
at the Post Office at New Yark, N ¥., under the
Act of March 3, 1879, ;

Nikolai Dmitrovich: Puzirev was
fifteen years old when the Russian -
working ‘class overthrew the Czar,
the capitalists and the landlords, to
establish the first workers' republic.
He was born of very poor parenis

" and before the revolution he was a

ragamuffin who earned a few kopelts
running errands for the rich families
of Moscow. His future, in fact lool\ed
very dismal. :

‘The early days of the Revolution

of others, he was given a chance to
study, to learn a ilrade and become a
skilled worker, a chance to be a use-
ful and productive citizen! The aim
of ‘this revolutionr was the crear
tion of a future socialist. society of
freedom, justice, equality and plenty

for all. The products created by the

{oil of the Russian .workers and peas-
ants were to be enjoyed by all and
the system of exploitation of man by
man forever banished. Thus every+
thing possxble was dgne for the
young generation.

But many things have changed
since that time. Russia 'is no longer
ruled by the working class. Instead,
a bureaucratic class has usurped the
political power of the country, has
destroyed the democratic’ rights of
the workers and established itself’ as
the political and economic overlords
of the country. .

The new totalitarian'iﬁm and ex-
ploitation, .which is known as Sta-
linism, provided new opportunities
for a chosen few bureaucrats. Among
these was Nikolai Dmitrovich Puzi-
rev, who proved himself a loyal and
diligent servant of the Kremlin,

¥

Hear;,'.g Denied
‘'on Negro Quotds

The Supreme Court has denied the
a.ppeal for a hearing of the Eynn.
case, which challenges the legality

. of the Negro qunta system m the se-

lection of m:li_tary trainees. Wllfred
Lynn, now a corporal serving in the
South Pacific, based his legal argu-
"mernt on. Section 4(a) of tife Selective
Training - and Seryice Act, which
states that “in the ‘selection and.
training #of men under this Act...
{here 'shall ‘be no discrimination
against any person on account of
race or color.”

The Lynn Comrmttee to Abo1lsh
Segregation in. the Armed Forces,
_which_secur_ed for the casé the serv-
ices of Arthur Garfield Hays, noted
eivil liberties attorney, voiced sharp
protest over the Supfeme Court’s
latest action. Wilfred Kerr, chair-
man of the Lynn Comn’uttee, de-
clared: ‘i

“By refusing fo ' hear the Lynn
case to test the Negro quota’ system
of induction, the U. S, Supreme Court
has given the colored ‘people a slap
in the face for a New Year's gift.
The Supreme Court knows that the
Negroes consider the racial quota
system humiliating and ' undemocrat-

..They ‘will only redouble their
efforts to democratize our military
services; the fight will not be over.
until it is won.” ‘

Marshal Tito, laking example, flom
his mentor in Moscow, doesn’t, see
why “Trieste and Fiume
look at lcglst as well on Jugmlavm
as they do on Italy. 3

lMPERIALIST COVETOUSNESS -

A third news story is by Dav;(i
Anderson wrstln;, from Brussels, B l-
‘gium, in ‘the’ New York Times. Mrl
Anderson tells us that there 1'*:_ some-
thing of a movement afool to sepa=
rate the French -speaking Walloons

from Belgium. The main source of
.is. the "newspaper-.

this pmpaganda
Gaulors pubrmhed in Brussels. This:
paper goes so far as to say’ that “P"

ustrip of Belgium from* the Ardennes
to Ostend should be: lopped off and

handed to France.”

The Walloons number about 3,530;'—'.

000.” The Flemish Belgians nuwmber
afound 5,000,000. However, the Wal-
loon minority has in no way indi-

ecated a de;,lre to become annexed to.

rance—-not even by the mockery. Gl
a so-called plebiscite. M. Anderson
says that the French government is

not responsible for this annexationist *

campa;gn Be that as it may, al any
rate there ARE Frenchmen of powe1 %
who are responsible.
These three items
stated above, cast an

of news, as

illumihating

light .on the prospects for permanelﬂ._ .

peace. Of course, there are such ouf
standmg events as the slicing up of
Poland, the slaughter of Greeks, the
Allied domination | of - “liberated

Italy, all showidg how the gangrene
of capitalist ‘imperialism and p{)wer:'l_

politics -afflicts the poor old b()dy of

Europe. ' e,

These  three smaller items, how~
ever, are important because they
show so clearly how far and how

For his loyalty to the bureauclrg@ '

and- diligence in service, Puzirev ‘was

chosen director"of the Kirov' heavy-

machinery plant in Leningrad. In a -
recent -issue of Life magazine, Jolh !
Hersey compares his rewarded Iifé
with that of a $40,000-a-year vic
president of a large U. S. hc‘tuty ”A

~few examples:

HARDSHIPS OF WAR

Because of the bombmgs. m]w ¢h
.700 000 people in’ Leningra_.d lo

and "culturcd” e;ghtecn Vear- -old $l!

lives 'in a simple four-room apari-

ment with a thirty-foot-long lel‘tg
room. Not very comfortable, 01‘
course, but this is war and" Puzu'dv
suffers like everyone else! He drives
to work, or rather is driven by his
chauffeur, in the equivalent of .a 1940
Cadillac. For longer trips he h_as a

; deep the gangrene has

wouldi’t; *

! perlahst vultures.

~ guests. At his Russian “teas”

Three News lfémsand Their Meanmg

spread. Thete
isn't a section of that
tinent free from the maneuverings
of the powerful for more power.
There isn't a small nation safe from

the fangs of the biz ones. There isn't '

a national minority ahywhere not
considered legitimate’ ptey by the im-

Can any redsomblo*human being
conceive a lasting peace founded on
such a volcano:—deadly competition
i among the larger powers and un-
bearable discontent among the pow-
erless? ;

It is SO o6bvious that this is a cors
_rect picture of post-War Europe that
"President) Roosevelt. no longer, be-
lieves ‘that ‘the fiction ‘of the Atlantic
‘Charter can survive the ominous
veality. ;

TOTTERING ATLANTIC CHARTER

The first indication of Roosevelt's
wavering came at his recent press
conference when he sought so cyni-

cally to wipé his hands of the” At-_

lantic Charter. The reporters present
couldn’t pin him c}own as to whether
that much-discredited piece of diplo-
macy is or ain't anybpdy’s baby.

- But! much stronger proof that
‘Roosevelt is giving up the myth of
permanent peace through the Atlan-
tic Charter was contained in his mes-

- sage to Congress. In this message he

said ‘he would try “as hard as is hu-
manly possible” to get peace on the
basis of the Atlantic Charter. But in
the next breath he gave warning that
-we must expect “disappointments.”
David Lawrence, columnist for the
New York Sun, wa$ moved .to ad-

“'monish the President for his lack of

faith. Lawrence wrote: “If might

_have been better if the President had-

i
]

of Horatio Alger -

private Douglas DC 'tra_nSpurt plane.

In addition, he can “afford tweo serv-'

‘ants. He has a yacht in which he
spends pleasant Sundays on the Gulf
.of Finland. He has a ‘dacha,’ or coun-
try house, in the beautiful mountain
couniry close to the border of Fin-

land. He often goes there for week- -

end§ in spring,
~tumn.”

summer and aun-

_I‘Jirm.tor Puzirev: is deseribed as a
ery gay Inan, cveu ef\rry m the

. of Russn s mll]mrc; prevent him from
enjoying the good thmm_-. of life. He
ithe

frequents the ballet, the operh,
theater; His family is always given
special seats in the third, fourth or
fifth row of the orchestra.

Yes, Puzirev is a very cultured
.man and knows how to entertain his
nothing

hA

Featuring the Great Fi F“ Im Account of the ‘Evenfs
Leading Up to and lncludmg the Hlsforlc
Russmn Revbluhon of 1917

CZAR

SEE: Lenm. Trofsky

éolenq

and ther Leaders

of fhe Revoluhon in ACTION
'_'.-_-.
SP E AKE R \

MAX SH?\CHTMAN

Nat'l Secrefary. Workers Parfy

b

PEACE THRUUGH SUGIALISM

L

unhappy con- -

!/ later

exhlblled a dceper confidence in the
correctness of the Aftlantic Charter.

The runner who enters a race with !

a_feeling he is about to be beaten
dnesn’t usually win_the race.”

CAPITALISM AND PEACE
Mr. Lawrence duesnt_ have to wor-

‘ry about the President’s “faith.” The

latter gentleman is a p_r"et_ty slick: ar-
ticle. He is not a runner bearing the
banner bf liberty and peace for -all
peoples. He is Lhe Wl]}’ captain of the
ship of American ‘capitalism ‘and im-
perialism. Is it possible that he does
not know .that the Atlantic Charter
is merely the  idealistic phraseology
forming the noble front behind which
imperialist wars are fought?

Now: that Churchill, Stalin and the

others have frankly dropped the mask *

of nobility in the free-for-all of im-
perialist struggle for/balance of pow-
er, Mr. Roosevelt senses that the
false-face doesn’t sit so well on him,
" either.

Such events as the grab by Stalin
for Ruthenia, the reaching by Tito
for Trieste and Fiume, the lust for
part of Belgium by some French im-
perialists—on' top of such outrages
as the Polish mutilation ,etc.—show
that peace cannot come from the
rotten body of capitalist Europe.’

Peace can be built only on a new
foundation. The imperialist rulers

must go. In England, Frarce, Ger-

many, Russia, Italy, the people must
'become their own rulers by estab-
lishing workers’ governments.
people’s governments will guaranteé
real self - determination to all na-

. tions and minorities. Such; people's

governments will unite in socialist
brotherhood to attain liberty .and
. plenty for all. : ;

but the best vodka is served, and
that in handsome quantity. There
is always plenty of food around and
the beautiful Mrs. Puzirev, of whom
the director is very proud, doesn't
have lo'stand in line at stale stores
lo get the fa\rml;.r ratmns

BUREAUCRATIC KULTUR
. Puzirev is alsd very proud of his
ecighteen - year - old son, who is also
very cultured. Hersey describes “kul-
turni” in the follumng wayiy -
embraces ot only “Pushkin, th
Moscow Art Theater, Prokofieff and
their likes, “but also good movies,
nice clo hes, pleasant parks, stream-

_lined aytomobiles, not jostling in the

subway, not spitting on the floor and

not gging to bed with boots on.” All.

of these attributes, and many others,
the young Puzirev seéms to have in
great abundance. He is also a foot-
ball player.

Puzirev's relations with {he wmk--

ers in his -plant are most cordial.
When they gather around Allied vis-
itors, the ‘“director does not order
them back to their ‘machines” but
spends his time nodding, bowing and
shaking hands with them,” A verita-
ble demomat'

Life ‘'magazine refers to the story
of Director Puzirev as a “Soviet Suc-
cess Story.” This is a very great er-
ror. The story of Puzirev’s rise from
rags to riches is the story of the de-
generation and collapse of the Sowviet
system. It is the success story:of Sta-
lin's counter - revolution. It is the

 story of the rise to power of a new

class which lives off the exploitation
of the Russian working clasq and
poasantly

R_e'new' Effort to
Free Davis

Governor Homer M. "Adkins, out-
going Governor of Arkansas, has re-
fused to free Tee Davls Negro tenant
farmer serving a ten- -year sentence
for 'defending  his home agmmt ille-
gal entry.

In a letter to the Workers Defense
League, Governor Adkms, who said:
“I have received hundreds of letters
and telegrams” on the case, based his
refusal.to free Davis on the fact that
in September, 1937, Davis was con-
victed of assault.s That conviection
came because Davis fired a shotgun
into the.air o scare away. workers
who were being bréught into Arkan
sas by truck to break the cotton’

workgrs” strike ca].led by the: South-

ern Tenant Farmers Union.

Davis had shot through the door
of his home at Edmondson, Ark,
which was being broken down at
night by an unknown person who
identified himself as Deputy
Sheriff Weaver.

The Workers' Deferise League -will
renew its effort to free Davis with a

-plea to the new Governoi Ben La-

Such”

“

U S l-las Its

Fascisis

‘
f 4 .

By Jessie Kééi‘é_ﬁ |

.The roots of a native fascist movement which may’

i g:ow to large proportmns in the post-war ]JEliOd uriless’

it is checked are already noticeable in such urganizations 5

,as the Christian American Assoclanon in the South a’nd

We; the: Mothers. Ine., whz&b has its headquarters in De-

Spolt e ,

Tradmg on the confus:on amorig pom i‘almers and

unorganized workers and their bltterneﬁs over ‘the 'war,

these reactionary, labor-hating, anti-Semitic anq antl-l":

Negro- movements will be a.real menace inithe coming

periéd umless the more advanced $ection of the labor

inpvement ‘réalizes the threat in tlme and takes eounter—

‘measures.

0

“CHRISTIAN AMERICANS"”

"
I

The more powerful of these two or#anizati_oné is the
_Christian American Association, which is headed’ by Lee’
(Pappy) O'Daniel, recenily elected senator from Texas. '

‘While he was electioneering by passing the bisenits'and

singing ditties to the tune of his banjo, his backers, who

include the wealthy oil and cattle men of Texas and in-

dustriallsts from the North were pressing for laws ban-
nings union shop agreements in the South, calling for
the licensing of union organizers, the repeal of the
Wagnér Labor Re]ﬁ.tions Aet,’
measures.

The activifies of the Christian Americans exteﬁd' fror:i‘i

Florida and Alabama, wheré they have already suc- '

ceeded in adding antl-closed shop amendments . ta. thq
state conshtutlons, to Texas, where a law sponsored by

th:s group requiring the licensing of labor union organ- '
1zers was recently declared unconstitutional by the Su- -

preme -Court. They are also busy in Arkansas, .Georgm.
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina and Tennes-

' see. An influential list of newspapers in the South .carry °

the propaganda of this organization; headed by the Ww.
Lee O'Daniel News and including the Southern Outlook,
the’ Southern Watchman, the Southern Weekly and the
Alabama Magazine,

The' Southern Conference. for Human Welfare is de-
voting the pages of its publication, the Southern Pa-
triot,: to exposing the Christian  Americans. They warn

and other anti-union

]
residents of the South that the Association is in-league _

with the National Association of Manufacturers and .

other capitalist mouthpieces. _
ers and everybody else who ‘wants to see the South hold
on to what it has and forge ahead—should be on guard

_back to a bitter 'and worse depression,”’ they write.

'Fusclsi thonallsf Party"

Another fasélst threat to Amerlcan labor and
the people as a whole is the formation of a new
Nationalist -Party by that notorious windbag ‘and
ignoramus, ex- Senatm Roberl Reynolds of South‘

L. K. Smith. The aims, of these twp rogues is'the

% creation of a mass party of Jim Crowets, anti-
.Semites, ant:—Iormgn born people and anti -labor
elements whrc‘h “abound in ‘the country with. the
-goal of estabhshmg A totalitarian, fasc:gt state in
Amerac&

Thf:' time to ﬁght these scoundrels.is now. La-
bor must not merely be on guard, but should pre- ;
pare the forces of the labor movemént to give this
fascist scum its due when necessary.

L}

There is no doubt that the combination of Northern

ship of the Christian American Association. They are
behinﬂ a vici’ous campaign to smash labor’s gains in the-

South and incite'those’ farmers and unorganized workers

who do not yet understand who their real friends are.
against the penetration. of umonism in the South.

1

WHO FATHERS “WE THE MOTHERS""
-4

Another orgamzatlon dealing in fascist doctrme is

We, the Mothers, Inc., an dlleged “mothers” group. Ij;
specializes in anti-Semitism,

“Southern workers, farm-<

k)

against. these Wall Street hatched proposals to take us .. -

“industrialists and Southerrl cotton and oil magnates {vho e
~ ‘backed O’Daniel’'s Texas campaign make up the leader-

i

Jews should be deported and bhases its membership ‘drive - k

on a “bring the boys back home” letters—to-congressmen
campaign. Instead of denouncing inter-imperialist greed.

as. being responsible for the war they say: “With Rus-

sia-and Britain selfishly engaged in the old game of

power politics, this war means only the utter and wan-’ '
ton destructxor; of American youth; This in turn will re-

duce America, our country, to a second-class nation.”

A’ii‘mng' the personalities in. thelleadership of this ai::-
gamzation are Mrs. Lyrl Clark )Van Hyning‘ and. . Mrs,

Elizabetl® Dilling, professional red baiters, both of whom

were lnvolved in.the Nazi conspiracy trial wh:eh drag'ged
on for many months in _Washington and never came’ to,
a head. .

¥

There can't be too many warnings snunded agamst
thase d®magogic appeals because there is plenty of mis-

ery abroad in the world and more in store for the future,:
to enable “‘easy cure” organizations like the Christian’
- American Association, We, the Mothers, Incl, cand the
now quiescent SociM Justice’ gang to fatten up on.

In Germany ‘after the First World War, the lmem‘\

ployed, the embittered War veterans, the small shop

keepers who' lost their liVeljlmods, the street hoodlums.

‘all joined the Nazis to find an easy- \way- out of the ecos

+nomic depression. The labor parties and the powerful

trade unions of that time tended to rldicnle the Naz

movement rather than to expose the fact that it was
“doing the shady work of capitalist politlctans, _snd that

in actuality it offered no real program fqr workers an'
farmers to follow. i

'Sl'lnqiay, January 28, 8:15 P. M.

IRVING PI.AI_ZH}_\_Irving Place & 15th St.

ADMISSIO‘N 50 CENTS
Ausplces. Workers Parfy. Local New York

'retary of the Federal Council of

In one sense we are less fortunate'in this country be-
cause we have as yet no strong labor :party to counter:
pose a geruine workers’ and farmers’ program agams

' the anti-working class remedies of the fascists. But in
another sense we have the leSsons of the past decade t

guide ‘us against making the same mistake that they di
in . Germany.

ney. The NAACP is ceoperatmg with
the WDL in the case.

Rev, James Myers, industrial sec-
Churches, Dr. David de Sola Pool,
noted Jewish clergyman of New
York, H. L. Binsse, manager editor
of Commonweal, Catholic weekly,
and many other religious leaders
bhave joined with labor .and Negro
groups in urging freedom for Tee
Davis. Pty

Labor must organize Defense Guards to be rea.dy fo'
the fascist hoodlums. It must organize an mdependen'
Labor Party based on the unions to . bring a genulpe
working- class program- that will gnarantee economic se--

curnty and world pem fore the tvurkers and farmers
of Amerlca.

-~

insinuates that Amencan iy
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