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PLANNING FOR IABOUR YOUTH

Al)l members of the lLeapgue of Youth will remember the 1955 Iabour Party

.| Conference when the N.E,C. told delegates of their wonderful new plans to enco ye.go

young people into the Party - four months later in the February issue of “Soci:fst
_ Advance" we can at last see in print what the wonderful plans arel} As far as ca
| see they consist of two ¥great® reforms. The first is to deprive Youth Sectiohs o
the right to collect Party dues. {This will make no difference to 99% of the Bra
which do not operats the system wyyway.) The z2cond is & counter balance to the firsg
but with greater repercussions - msetlng nlaces .reg, in future, to be provided and paid
for by the local Ilabour Party. This will be ¢ zrest firancial assistance to the
Branches if it works. However, L am ¢ litIle rtical - wherees in ths past a Paryy
has ocondecended to a Leapus of Youth, ULz serns Ve 2acad With £he cost of & room
ga.ch Week may decide to do without « Voulh Ssc nsre ars TWo other decisions,
Iocal Parties ars asked to appoine o Youth Ory 2 - zood idse (egain, if it is
carried out), but this alone wilil not encourage Th izto = Party, which offers no
policyt I have known Parties to havs Youth Orgeziszrs for trhree or four years, but
still have no League of Youth.
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Hereo is somothing more concrete, despite the fect thae< i+ is nothing new - there

-

[ The main decision is that of having & membershi: campaign in the Autumn,

woere similar campeaigns in 1952, 1953 and 1954. ZeweTsr 1556 will bo very different
- the economic situation will lheve deteriorated cersiderebly, and this will '

, definitoly forge & fighting spix:s ia the Working oliss youth all over the country,

| who are going to be lmvolved in the sbtruggle agaizz. the sttempts to reduce the living
stenderdse ¥he present members of the League of Youth must be ready at that time to
guiic “ui load the Youth Movement, whi~h is zoinc to be o strong ones The NeE+Ce
will be faced with &« peculiar vitwatione Thoy £ us They want a strong Youth
Section, tut we know that at the present time voiurth will not come into the Iabour
Party btecouse its policies do mot give the necesss.y; politiecal urgency = however in
the near future they are going to have a youth movemert demerndinge a Socialist policye.
They may have realised this, and therefore have tried to woar down the left youth to
drive them out of politics or into the Young Comunist league. :
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in other words the great re-organization for which the lLeague of Youth
was disbanded, and its ergenization smeshed last Qetobsr hes now bolled down to
fimencial reforms, which together can hardly be said to strengthen the youth
organigation in the Iabour Partye We can now see, wvery clearly, that the real
reason behind this *re-organization was to discourage the herd cors of socielist
youth, who, given a chance at a 1856 League of Youth Conference, would have proe
claimed themselves well to the left of the leadarship on such qusstions as Con-
scription, German Re-armement, the Colories ete., They have failod to remove us
Canrades, and we must show thean that we aye still ready end able to duild up a
Iabour Youth Movement, and fight the Torles, We are not frightened of the right
wing attacks, and we are not taken in by thae Y,C.l. Tho N.E.Cs can be sure of

our co-operétion in rumning e campsign in the Autumn, but we feel thay may be-
worried about the resultsi

..+ The right thinks we are a tiresame loft-wing force, and their efforts to
brush us off is just another facet in the struggle, which lod to the banning of
"Socielist Outlook”, the filching of "Forwerd", and the attacks on " Trib s the
- expulsion of lef't mambers of the C,1,Pse 8nd the attempts to expel Bevene All
. -thegse werc steps aimed at destroying the loft-wing in the labour Partye But the
- -power of the lft-wing 1s tho power of its ideas; although the youth organizatio
.. and left-wing papers have becn attacked, the idess are not defested. They are

.....the only gwmrantes of the defeat of the Tories, the overthrow of cepitalism and
progress towards socialisme. .

PETER C. GIBSON
Streatham Youth Ssotion
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HOUSING - THE PROBLEM AND THE ANSWER (Part II)
_mm—_m

- In othor words, the housing shortage ocamot be overcome while the land -
is in private Bands, while the mongy-lenders maintain their strangle=hold on futw
bui lding, and while the profiteors decide how much building is going to cost, . Wi
these facts bofors the Parties, how could they set about tackling the problemz Ti
Tories at least are honeste Thoy don't want to olmnge society, and they dontt
pretend to want Yos The dow-gooders porhaps wonld likse to soo decent homes for tl

~ poeople, but the very contradictions of their system of society camnot permit this,

~~ Even the much publicised 300,000 houses per year is coming to an end, now the
eolection 1s over.

' PHE IDEAS OF SOME IABOUR LEADERS

- - The labour Party, despite the guidance from its Research Department, coul
tackle the problam, but its leaders lack the will to do soe During the week in
which Mre Morrison was leader of the Parlismentary Iabour Party, & conference was
held in london under the auspices of the London Iabour Party. Everyons prosent
agrood that the Tories were a dirty lot etce otce A Wostminster delegate asked
Horbert Morrison if the N.E.Ce could assure us that when Iabour was returned to
office, thay would at least restore tho ecuté in the housing subsidies made by the
Torios? The answer - Well you don't know how things will stand in Pive yoars
time - wo can't sey -« 1t all deperds .esessessses The problan has not been solved
over the last, say five thousand years, and it is likely to get worse in the next
fives Mearmwhile, tho labour leadership waits to see how capitalism will turn
out, After all, we would not like to upset it. | |

( continued on page 7)
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A BRICKLAYER SPEAKE OQUT

One of the major problems today is finding somewhere to
- live. "hen the Toriese were returned %o pover in 1951, they
promiged to build 300,000 houses a year, winich they have
succseded in doing. But in doinz so what do we ©ind? That the
actual building work is rushed. After na year doors won't fit,
buildings settle, with the result that walls cracl, and windows won't
shut. Hany of the new houses suffer from damp renetration,
cauging paper and paint to falloff walls. |

Now why does this heppen? Vhy is the work rughed®

It is because the s ller building firme set time limits
on each house to be buillt, and pay their worlkers fantes tic
rages 1o work as fast as pogeible, by a mesns of high piecwork
retes. In conssguence the work is bed, for who canr blame. the

workers Tor earning a1l that they can?

>

o as usual tie fault lies with the employers, who in

their mad scramble for profite, sctually sncourage bad workmare-
© ship. These new council estates look VEry nice now, but in a

flew yearg time they will necd sn ciormous amount of public

moneys gpant on them in wmainterance, Surely it would be more
economical to construct good guality houses that wiil last for many
years, and be a credit to the building industry.

The Yory Government should put a =top to the present
state of affairs, but I subvose thig is ton much to hone.

1t ‘has been suggested that g new towshould be built in
the City of London, in the Aldersvate and Rarbicon area, ahout
' - v T 3 4 * - ] . 1 ’
LO. acres in size. Jow thio ie = oot plan far better than

building out into the country. But s certain socialite has

aying that it was hideous,
and that the British peonle would rnot siand for ite. This person

a~Llal) 9

ig the President of tha Royal Acadeny, who then said that 1
nobody would want to »aint i4., ‘that g

| | 2 donnsd cheelr, wWho cares if
anybody paints 1t%? ‘Yhat about the thouosnds

i ) 2 0T people living
in two rooms, or even worse in +the & lume

Qur respectzd President most lively ig in the position to

own maybe two or thres larze houses, but Ilet him remember that

all of us are not so fortunate. He is one of +the people who
would like to see large ofiice blocke, a bank, or nayoe s
church on the gite, I gincerely hone that thig scheme gosg
through, and large blocks of flate are built there.

. Until schemes like this are completed all over Englsand
whether the privilegad clasces 1ile 5t or not, there will be
little chance of younz couples getting their own homes, the
homes they ars entitled to.

WEST ABHDON YOUTH SECTION.
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WE_ARE VERY NEAR TO THE ULTIMATE WEAPON

Truly amazing revelations in the 'Manchester Guardian! of Saturday 6 January 1
quoting an official United States Government report, make our hitherto formed esti-
mates of the effects of Hydrogen Bombs and Bydrogen Inter~Continentsl missiles,
appear dwarfish and wildly optimistic, These facts and estimates (mind you, 'offic

are so hair-raising in its totality, that I make no apology whatsocever in quoting
from the report,

Its conclusiong are:

A World War of to-day would be fought betvesn huge
striking blows of the equivalent of from 20-50 million tons
shima A-bomb had a T.N.T. equivalent of only
of 1954 was estimated at 15 million tons
of being transported by aircraft,)

bdmbers each capable of
of T.N.T. (The Hiro-

A war starting in 6~10 years time or possibly "much sooner" would involve
the use of great rocket missiles travelling over the seas or poles much faster than

sound and capable of totally desiroyirg a city of 1 million inhabitants, without ang
advance sound of its approach,

The report odds:

"the time is close at hend, vhen the United States and its potential enemy
(meaning of cource, ) will have these weapons of 50 million ton bombs i

* quantity and also greatly increased carrier capabllities in terms of speed and load
as to pose the threat of ennihilation,"

Furthermore, these weapons are estimated to be detonated much nearer ground lev
and therefore, nuclear warfare would bring about "a manifold increase of radio-
active dust in the atmosphere resulting in potentially dethal fall-out over thousand
of square miles", (That cigar cets blzger and blgger, 36 will soon circle The earth

And about the Inter-Continental ballistic missila, these words are written
without later qualifying their meanings

"There appears to be no sound scientific or practical reason for

_ assuming
that these missiles will not be reeCy in 6-10 years ti

2 or possibly much saoner,™

About the radar warning time applicable only to America separated from its
potential enemy by thousands of miles of sea, the report is "pleased" that the new
Inter-Continental Defense system will afford it now a warning time of from 1-2 hours

In the case of the Ballistic Migsile, which of course has no sound warning, the rada
wvarning time is only 10-20 minutes, |

If you translate these figures from America, which is "protected" by thousands
of miles of sea, the North Pol e and its own vast land mass, to this little islang

very much nearer to the potential chemy, we can readlly see that any useful warning
time in our case is not possible,

'ust stating those grinm facts, official estimates and
ran in these islands thet these weapens spell
sCCe should survive,

figures, must convince
annihilstion for all mankind
Laey are certainly not to be found in England. We

20 thousand tons, and the Binkini Hebor
of T.N.T. equivalent, but was not capable -
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cannot possibly compete in manpower, in resources with the two great Collossi and
therefore it is Iunacy to try to manufacture our own H-bombs, quite apart from the
moral point and the ethics involved. It cannot possibly act as a deterrent, because
in comparison with the huge stockpile quantities of the United States and the U.S.S8.R.,
our little stockplle we might be able to amass, pales into insignificance, even if we
are alive anough at the time to make use of it,

As Soclalists and as the youth of this country, we must be in the forefront to
preach a wpy back to moral sanity. This lead of Atomic and Nuclear Pacifism will

echo and re-~echo round the world and will be a far more potent weapen and deterrent,
than all the H~bombs thought up in Whitehall.

A. OTTEN
Wembley North Labour Party
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WHITHER SOCIALISM?

Snaber-terder TG Tk & CuiTEI. 8 Bl

During the past few years, since the electeral fortunes of the
began to decline, various oplnions have been expressed re
decline and the methods which could

Labour Party
garding the reasons for this
be used to get the psople out to vote Labour,

In their momervs of frustration,
as well as raxk ard file, give voice
or "What we need is a few thousands on
partial retu?n to 'the bad 0ld days!

quite & number of our members, party officers

0 such remarks as = "People are too well off"

the Dole" - their opinion being that a

would result in the sweeping return of a ILabour

Governnent,
While I would not deny that such a return to a state of depression would cause
the working class to take ection o *he polling booths to improve matters, the idea

-

that such a state of affairs .-t oot

1317 pefore

10 my mind nothing more than thc Polins-

!

cur voters will rally to. the polls, is
2 of Despair; an attempt to cure the ills of
society by poisoning, physically and merTzally, a percentage of its members, thus

— -

teaching the remainder to behave thews-"rzs ir the future, I would not like to guess
how many such recessions would have ©>% k2 -lacs or oy oevere they would have to be
before we achievod a stable and contipusus Loksem O

OVETITINSNt,. .

of achieving
to persuade

Faiiing the acce?tance of the "progress by stepning backwards" method
our objective, what policies should be propagated among the people in order
them to vote Labour and to continue doing so at sutsequent elections?

In my opinion not enocugh publicity is given to the objects of our Party as laid
down in the Constitution; properly interpreted these obijects would bring about the
change in the system of sociely of which one hears so little these days, and which it
is so vital should be brought abhout as an alternative to modern capitalism as per-
petrated by the Consorvative Paiiy and to some lesser extent, the Labour Party,

vecondly, the people shovld be offsred a

programme of progressive Socialism
pased on the present stage of ds

velopuent of society, instead of being expected to

struggle continuously in the face of financial jugegling, to maintain their living
need a clearly defined alternutive policy to Toryism based

standardse In short, we



on Socialist ideas applied to present day conditions.

Members who gtill cling to ideas such as those illustrated in my opening para-
graphs would, in my opinion, do better service to the movement by doing their bit
towards shaping such an alternative policy, instzad of shadow-boxing with the
Tories and 'sighing for the day on which their representatives car march back to
Westminster armed with hlgh unemployment statistics and mortality rates.

R. A. HARTLRY -
Wembley’ North No, 4 AE. U,

-‘o-o,-o—o-o-'(),-O—O-o-.o-o-o—o
MOSCOW SHAKES UP KING STREET |

For more than twenty years, the Communist Party of Great Britain
taught its members, that the policy of the Russian Government was
beyond criticicom, At ary rate, they never criticised it., One of the-
main reasonz Tor this infallivmle CO?PC?LHGQu, we wsed to be told,
was the all-sceling gemius, father of the people, inspirer of the
masses, €tc., €tc,, ~ Jo38pl. Ttalin,

Last week the "Dally Verker" decided that all this was a mistake,
The ‘cult of the 1nle1uuai riust be Peplaced by collective leader-
ship., This amazlng discovery happens to follow the speenhes on this
subject mal= at the Twentiein Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union.

ot wim anb PR SEn M

These speeches by Krushchev, Mikoyan and others, raise many
guestions which the Communist Parties of the world have got to answer,
It is no use the leaders just admltting "mistskes" and then going on
as if nothing had happencd, ule-Cflthi m 1s no substitute for
discussion. | " |

- In particular, Mikoyen's assertion that Russian leaders who'
werepurged in 1936-1928 were Dolsel ao\\th, will force s re-
examination of all the Irane-up trials vwihieh took place in Moscow
at that time., We look Torward to hearing these matters discussed

at the forthcoeming conference of the British Communist rarty,

RY VREFDOM ,JEELE&LE@RK? Aa'we go to press, the recession 1n tho
car 1ndustry sPreads to the factories making .car components and acces=~
sorie Unerployment and short time Worklng in furniture, radioc and

teleV1slon and other light industries is growing. These are tha first
fruits of MacHillan's ChunGaJIO“Shlﬁ. They result from. the Toriest
efforts to raduce home domond by cuttlng HoPa etc. Just'wnan tn*ngs
tegin to gst tovgher in the export markots.

In the debate on Gaitskell’s motion of censura, both he and
Zerold Wilson implied hat to2 governmment was walking into unemploy=
~ent wWith its eyes shut, Nothlrﬁ coul be rore WlSt&kSns The Tory

azainst finflation' is o dal;p e attempt to create a pool

ir2rployments. This is ﬂn rVSQonqn to ‘the damands of Big Business,
rly expressed in the atement of the Bank chairman, The big

%

s (the small one hava o slightly different attitude) want to
~d tc the full employmant which, since the war, has prevented
= sclving their econormic problems bty cutting down the 1li

? t-eir ermployess, ....(Cont'd on P.?

—-




( continued from pege 2)

THE SOLUTION

LRI I

To solve the problem of housing 1%t is no use f1ling in with stop=gap
To o socialist the solubion is quite straight

measures for a year or tWoe
forward; The public ownership of the land, of building and of the building

reterials industrye. This would make it possible to modernise the methods of
house building end standarise building components (e.ge by the use of modular
so-ordinetion)s It would also mean that budlding workers instead of belng
forced by bonus schemes ©o produce shoddy work, would khnow that they were
building houses for the people, not making profits for the bosses.

the cost of houses tremendouslye  But bui 1ding
housing from the shackles
ons would

These measures would reduce
would still mean borrowing money and in order to bring
of interest, the nations lization of the banks and firanco corporati

have to follow. In other words, to get enough houses for people to live in,
we must get rid of the capitalist systems  There is no other way, and it is the

job of the labour Party to begin pubting forward a sopialist policy for housing.
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TORY FREILOY (Cont'd from P.6)

In agreeing to the 1atest round of wage increases, the
employers recognlze that they are not yet strong enough 1O meet
the Trade Unions head-0n., They intend to wait for a while until

+he unemployment figures reach a '"reasonable level,

The Tory alttack can be stopned, but the Labour Party
right-wing leaders hove no policy for Going this, As their
speeches in the House of Commons implied, the Tories have
nothing but contempt for motions of csnsure and other Parlia-
mentary tricks. Onty ty mebilising thse Pereeg of the entire

T.abour movement behind a clnmpaiin o Lring down the Conservatirs
crg! orrencive e halted,

government can the employers

But to do this, a Socliallst policy, which alone can deal
with the problems facing us, is required, It is the task of
the left wing of the movement to provide the basis for such

a policy.

-ﬂ-\-ﬂﬂ‘q-“q--ﬂ

i DAY SCIO0L ¢ A day school is to be orgonised by Streatham Youth Secticn
on SUNDAY ;Bth of MAR(H at 3,00n.m, The schcol will b held at the
TABOUR HALL, BABTWOOD SPREST, - SORBATHAY, which ig raached by 57 and

95 puges Iron Strogthar 9111 S,R, SLATICN

Firs®" Secsiony THRE NTONTAT, REVGLUTION

é gpeaker: Miks Vendesrpocrien
* |  Becond Session: LABOUR'3 POLICY TODAY
o . Speaker: Cyril &mith | |
r | ALL TABOUR PARTY YOUTH SECTIONS ARE WELOOME

; | _
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THE BANK RATE AND THE WAGE CLAIMS

How is the increase in the Bank Rate going to affect the

wage claims now being negotiated between the Confederation. of Ship-
building and Bnginesring Uniong and the employers? Vill it force
the employers to & hardening of t.eir attitude towards these claims?
The etatement made by the Aritieh Imployers Confederation which
attacked the nationslized industries ror conceding wage increase
Brar grseter than private indusiry could dare %o nay", would seem to
indicate that the employers have a go-shead 10 launch a wage fresze
PBut thie iz one side of the »nicture. It may 2 wnat the smoyers
will be unsble at thig stage to regist these ceginmg without a sgubs-

) tantial measure of unemployment having izt een crsate’. )
| “hat is the relation between the increacge in the Eanlkk Rate )
and the wage struggle? 'The o9 reflects the geriocusnesg of thse

economic crisie, for this messure meang an increase in the cogt of
production to manafacturers, and will have thercifore the effect of
cutbting the amwount of gocds made for the nome marxet. 3ut does |
not thie increase inflaticn? It does, and so the problem is reslly -
one of reduecing demand., Dut how to reduce demand? - By the tradi-
tional Tory method of reducing the rengral level of earnings. The
came aclution is being attemrnted in the efTfort to compete for
foreigsn markets: costes must be cogt - that 1s wagss and enrnings
must be out,. | | -
This is what separates the prasent wagee struggle from-any
cther gince the end of the war. The honeymopn pericd betwesn
employars and emoyed is over. Thers is an awareness among {
industrial workeys that the wage demand is not jugt a fight -
against the empleyers for more vay, but ageinst Tory policy of which l
rent increagss stc., are but a foretast of what 1s to come.

~ For the older workersz psrhaps, boom periods and slump
conditions, were part of ths order of things - not o for the
young workers in industry, wio will not take kindly to a wors-
ening of his living standards, or ~a Dlacz in the gusue at the

Laebour Exchange. For ths yousa of the country, Ta2 coming period
may glve them thelr first resal taste of s fight to maintain a .
decent standard of living. | |
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