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: TS YOUTH SSCTIONS GET-TOGETHER
One Saturdey evening in Jamwmrsy over 60 comrades from London, Kent, Middlesex,
Surrey, Sussex, Inmpshire and Devon attended a New Year "get-together™ held in South
Llondon and thuw domonstra®sd thet the lalbcur youth nsed and want to work together.
It was organisod tyy ocoreathem Ly of Ye because we felt that now that Sections have
no contact with each cther, comrades musty get tired of seeing the same faces at
their meetings and tend to lose tlsir enthusiasm for working in the Labour movement,
Most of the evening was taken up by social activities but at 9 o'clock there was
a breek for rcfrashments ard o chort discussicn on the gensral position of youth in
the Partye. This was led. o7 hy Teber Gibson (ex N.C.Cs) Who said that our old ore-
ganization was cead and wo must recopnize that We could neithsr resurrect it nor set
up any new fora of orgavizatior, G Job at present was to build up these Youth
Sections beth politically suzd numerically and we must get down to this at once.
CUI!II‘B.dBE‘ _Shﬂuld' not expect or I'-*.'ﬂ_:; upon mucii suprort. from Transportc House (since the
Iabour youth had shown by i%s history that it stood gensrally on.the left in the
Party) but would have to got down to the job themselves,
In the discussion that fcllowed a member from Devon spoke of day schools as a
means of explaini the basic ideas of socialism to new comrades and this was
s P .
gonerally approved, Emphasis was put on the need for joint functions and it was
thought essontial that further ¥got-togethers" should be held by Youth Sectionse
One London comrade mentioned the likelihood of a slump in tho near future and said this

was one of the reasons why wo must got on with building a strong youth movement that
was independent of Tho Y.C.L, ard capable of giving a load to the working class youth.
It was brought %o the notice of comradecs that " Tribuno" would shortly bo holding =
young sollors Conforconce and wo woro urged to attond this since that paper nceded our
holp just as we ncod the surpoirt of the Left~Wing, |

In conclusion I urge all comrades to support amy joint functions or day schools
that various Youth Sccetions propose to organize and so help to cducate and onevuragoe
the youth movomente I think tho success of our evoning showed that tho Labour youth
is still vory much alive and kicking. |

Janet Suttone
- | ; ; Strecathom Le of Y.
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WHERE DO WE_GO FROM HERE?

With the replacement of ftlee by Gaitskell, we are being told by certain
tinns of opinion that Labour's troubles are over! A4 senile leader has
ven way to a young one; a great revival is in store.
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1v

o W

Such statemenths arise from a failure to understand why the Movement
stagnates. The failure of Labour is the failure of its leaders to provide an
alternative to Toryism. They fail in this because basically they agree with
the Torics. 4 reactionsry nolicy does not become vrogressive because it is
v1gorouslf pursued, Gaitskell, like Ltlee has been clossly associa ted with
the right-wing. Hence, we are not likely to see thes mejcr i '
necessary to a Tgreat revivael

4 maior difference dons however, occur in the attitude shown Ty sac
toward the left~win<. Azfae in general favours compromise, Gaitskell,
repressions Gaitske ll' dection must then be seen as part of the gene
righteing pollcy TO c*”“ng»u%u their hold on the party machine and smesh
the lefs, Alvzys the burezucvacy has dominated vhe party. In the past,
howevar, pa zty instituticng Zd;u paen resporsive to the voice of the rank
and, féle. rowing, disgust with fi{_tﬂWIHO leadership now makes it necessary
- to. strangll AD.OCfvaQ Thua the bureaucrats are being forced to govern

nake G...L.y ¢

Yet the right-wing is confronfed by a dilemme, Hating Soclallsm, it can
only survive as a politiecal fores by the efforts of Socialists. On one hand
it must reviress Scoialists, 1 tolerate them. 4As a way out it seeks.
to rebuild the pariv &s perely an electinn machine, 4t all levels, right=-
wingers nail agains® thoe dlocussion of moirey wvather than electlon business,
The Wil.ion Fonert sudersss thoie complainbs ard sseks to streamline the
bureaucroeys

Whnt of the lLef” osfarenes showsd a fuiling apart of the progressive
forces for wiaich tn@ Eevaniue‘ rust take o large share of the blame. From
the announcement of tha Ceneral Election until the eve of Conference, com-
promise was the order of lhe day. With on obliteration of the differences

C2

between ¥ fan' on end Jotelolligey 1t in 1ittle wonder that the left wing
vote droppod Racie
It must alse be vezliced that wp to now the lefi-wing movement has been'
0 o tler than a grouping arouud any particular policy.

a movaunnt of orotegt z

It bas beon action of ths yirshte-wing which hns Lrought the left into actioni-
S.E.2.T.0.. {grann Rearwoment, Abhscel cn Tritowe, cxpuision of Bevan, etc,
Without such o shimuiizs L0 unl icinterrales, This lack of policy

i
must bz reacuied befurs the party can hope to achisve Socialist leadership.

he lefh mnst thersfore plan its toctios with a view to carrying its
cappaiins cguinst the bureausraey to a higher leval, It must give a fighting
lead on all mabbers in orcup 15 increase Lt% suciort ingide the party and

among the electorate, Iy utiﬁula+1ng policy discussicn it will assist the
emergence of a Sccialist pelicy. Its bid for support will be greatly aided by
the fact that right-wing bavkrupt®y stands revealed as never before. In a
period of intensifying class struggle, the right has abandoned all attempts 1o £
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lead the workers and bleats "back to the classroom®, a phrase which serves the

dusl purpose of delaying the presentation of policy and as a cloak for "re-
educating" the party in the ways of the "fresh~thinkers"®,

ittitude towards the Bevanites must also be determined. Their leadership
has always been weak and vacillating, prepared to make Terms at the least
opportunity. Despite this, they are spokesmen of the left. As such it is
necessary to support them while at the same time making a vigorous fTight against
their weaknesses., "Pribune” now interds to make a serious attempt to provide
left~wing policy statements on the N.E.C.'s proposed ten reports. Bevanism will,
in the last analysis, sbtand or fall on its ability to do this, dependent on
whether or not eny more than a rehash of "Challenge to Britain" is provided.

Maiy cttempbs will vedeviSedly ©e nade to atomise and split the left in
order to divide and 1ule. o0 counbeor this it is essential to maintain the
maximum possible organisstion end coordination.  In this, The left~wing press
will play an importuxt p=p%,. disseminating ldeas, serving as a forum for dis-
cussion and counter:ns soancots and 1lles, Cemvacbs must be built and maintained,
between vrocressive sectione of the wmevement, IV would be useful to build some sort
of . irterercost i tucoey pacts woscellbions which could possibly link up with pro=-

vl
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Nensodmeorcbant or a1, Bhe left mmst remzin an independent force. We are
fom teld That dn the “poe,. ~atbs of unity we should sink our differences with the
t. This merely advocabes crepring all resistance to reactionary policies,
her wapds it calls frr a selleovi,. Such tactics perpetuate right-wing
ominancs. woitkd cibiwately lsorrey the party, Far Irom relaxing the struggle,
ast he intensitied Az ouis by euel Lwans will Socialism prevail inside
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WRANCE AFTER THE BELoacTIONS

by St

The rapid succescion of Prime Minlsters of the Fourth French Republic, 1is
cin-imll joke. .Aiter the slections, the chaotic gtate of

onh politics is even worsc than berore, but it would be foolish to attribute

this situation to soms peculisrity of the Gallic Temperament, For the instability

gration of French capitalism.

After the war, the capitalist regime in Irance was re-established only with
the help of U.S. ecorcmic alds But even Mr, Marshal could not have succeeded if
the French working class bad not been misled by the Communist Party, which at

that time was intent on helning West European Capitalism to survive. By Joining
de Gaulle's government, the Communist Party enabled Big Business to get back into
the saddle, and French inperialism to regain its foothold in Asla and North
Africa.

The recent elections showed that the situation today is not very different.
By voting for the Communist Party and the Socialists, the French workers show
that they want to end the power of the profiteers. !t the same time, the
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inability of French capital to find a way out of its crisis is shown by the
hundreds of splinters into which the right-wing 1s split. The ruling class
has no confidence in its ‘own capacity to run the country. |

The rise of the Poujade movement is another indication of the break-up
of French society. It is supporhted by the "little men" of French econoumyy
the small shop-keepers and farmers., These people see that the established
parties of Big Business cannot offer & way out but at the same time they are
anti-socialist. And so fhey turn to the demagogy and gangsterism of Poujade.,
‘He, of coursé, can offer taen nﬁﬁbi@g@?wgisypg;;tical'policy is still to be
announced and he hides its absence in & mass of antisemitic nonsenge, In the
end, he will expose his roal backers - Big Business itself, (It is interesting
to note that while he shouts for a cut in taxes, he also demands the sending
of mors troops to Algeria which would cost the Government many millions of -
francs.) \ -

Thz orly sechion cf the capitalist politicians which holds out any hope
for the Irench ruling class is the "1left" Radical Movement led by Mendes—
France, Maondeg is the mogt far-sighted representative of the interest of
French copi=nl, e gess thal Lis class must try to compromise with its
eneriiss urtil it is strong enough to deal with them. Ard so he tries to buy
of f the workers and thoe Norih African natlonalists with a few concessions.

The situation in Nerth Africa becomes more and more hopeless for French
imperialism. In Tunisia and Mor occo the French stooges may hold back the
movement for a while, but in Algeria there is a grave shortage of stoogesa
The mockery of pretending that Aldgeria is a part of France was brought to an
abrugt end vfoen the French were forced to postpone the elections there.
Meanwhiis the hercic shrvzele of the Kexth African. people against the most
nratel oppressicon continuer. | | | o

The only solution to France's problems lies with the French Labour -
Movement. But the lradership of that movement is in the hands of people, who
g0 far from trying o smash the remains of I'rench imperialism, only want a
deal with it. The Socialisbt Party clings lovingly to Mendes-France on his
Hliberal® hand-wagon, while the "Communists® run along behind, begging for a

A government representing the organizations of French Labour, with a
- socialist programme (not the miserable, milk-and-water stuff put up by the -
Communist Party last month) could put a stop to the nauseating farce of French
parlismentary fiddiing., - Ey bringing home the troops from North Africa and by
‘breaking the power of he Bourse, such a government could start to tackle the
problems facing the French econciye. It weuld get the support, not only from
the French workers. but also from the =iddle class, and it could give a
tremendous impetus to the Labour movement of the entire world. This is the
only answer to France's difficulties, | '

But this is not only a solution to France's difficulties, For, although
the Fronch political situstion does differ from, say, the British, the
solution is the sane.

CYRIL SMITH
Tokyngton Ward




-5 -

CIASS STRUGGLE OR CLASS COLLABORATION

Something like seven million workers are now in the battle being waged for
higher pay to counter-balance the ever-rising cost of livings = While the railwaymen
heve now accepted the 7% offered by the Transport Cormission, the 15% cleim on |
behalf of the engineers awaits the employers! reply on 17th February, Meamwhile
the bankers push thoir Tory Goveriment to give them the. pool of unemployment which
will enable the employers ©to dig their hools ine ~

_ The employers concerned in tho higher wage war tell us to remember tho
“erave danger” of inflation. Vo cannot forgoet iti  Woe feel it more than. the
bankers. Infiation is thoir srollem;y it is caused by their system of society,

-y’ W DTy Sy i Y-

not ours. We covld sodve 1i, hvv they will never let us, because in a socialist

planned oeconoery tioy would icse Lo poisilired positions.
These noszsites gchen BoiL-uwn Shat wo st eooperato with them to inersase |
ter go Ley eonn eoll mors abroad at a "cheaper price'.
American, (=rmen, Austraiicn, Japanese and Italiap capitalists are all golng to
do exactly whe &mas Cis predussion costs by either installing new machinery and
]

methods, or custing ths Woriorn?! WigceS. Lrport morgs and more and import less and
less: by cogvessing the price of goonds Lo knock out ary competition. Where theoy
are going wo cxrnovh to 1L ail of vhom are golng to cut imports, is quite a problemd

Thoy avoe golirg te hawve o kezp eutbing production costs and inercasing the
gfficiency orf labvcar, buying now machincry end fesbories. A vast surplus is
going to be maode this way widch 5ha pespio cannot buy up because their wages have
boen cute  The eapltnalicis, 4o postpone the iaevitable crisis, are going to have
to inereamvse tie arms drivs exnd oren vp new markets (if there are any) by force.
They then twn rourd o us awd say that thowe is no cless struggle, we must

i YR

cooperate and scttie our difforoncess And somo péople believe themi

- All this talk of fuil employment, the welfare stote ondl the higher standard
of living the workers “enjey" does nct, &s certein members of the labour Movement

-

believe, prove that there is not a olass strugglo,

Full employment under capiteliesm 1s about as secure as a sinking ship, and
it cannot last.  The cricis of over=production and under~-consumption will ses to
thate This crigis is beemuuliny appar-ent in the American automobile and farming

; industriess Once the glant monspolies of Amerisa move in on the export market,
| the workers of Britain and “he rest of BEurcps are going to be hit hard.

The Tori«s, with the help of the class collaboration policies of the righte= -
wing labour 2wt trade Union leaders have sacrifised the welfare state for the
grmaments diltie Zdotal armi cwpepditura i aboub £1,608 miliion, while the social
services recelnve £757 milliva per year (1204, The highsr clondard of living
we workers oujey is basad ox sreaseslve overtime avd the various bonus racketss.
By doing overtime tlny worzewrs ors only helping the capi<olist systam to get rieh
and quiockeriug tloir rodunioncy.  last year; trading profits rose by 11ls7% to

£1,780 million, while dividends ross to £197,5¢8, increasing 21%
’ R 3 1y 3 £

The struggle betweon the working class and the capitalist class can onlz

ond by the establishment of a classloss socliety, & socialist society and the

distribution of the power of the capitalists, There is o direct opposition of
| - (continued on next page)



intorests and there can be no campromise or "co=existence”.  The workers want =
botter standard of living and higher wages - Big Business wants more profits.

” The olass struggle is the key to all the workers! problems and it is
important to the world socialist movement that evory serious worker-‘should educate

himself or herself in the theoriew of socialism end their application to the
world economye | - - | :

G. KENVEDY = =
West Hondon Le of Yo
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- EOUSING - THEE PROBLEM AND THE ANSWER (Part I)

THE PROBLEM

Ever since man lived in caves, housing has been one of his biggest problems,
He began solving 1t by errecting shelters for his family and himself out of the
forests and on tha land - all withou’ paying amybody. Now, civilization has proe
grossed sc far that this is impossible today. | |

- As goclety bhas changed from one phass +o another, the housing problem has
intensifiede. Tiz industrial revolution brought millions of people to the towns
and overcrowding of tha alrvendy appefling houses grew worse.  Filth and squalor
worsened tlongside prospsrity. Xot only were insufficient houses built to absordb
these immigrantsy btub sines then, the furthsr development of civilization has
brought wars which have resulted in the loss of many of the available homes. All
this extra woant Ias arisen as a result of capitalism, the exploitation of the
producers of wealth, |

The housing quesvion was cnly brought to lieght in the 19th Century beeause -
bugs, flsas azd germs rre 10 rispscters of class, They refused to keep to the
houses of thn workers, and bhogan spreading to the upper class districtks taki
disease With them,  Towards the end of the last cantury, local authorities wers
given power to roplace houses and maintain moro saritery coniitionss  Of course,
local authnrity housing bas never beon more than o mees tho minimum needs of the
workers, ususlly deternined by the purse, and just to avoid creating further slums.

~Capitalism did not bring about this legislation for anyone's good but its. own,
The work was placed in the hauds of thier friends, the bui lding contractors, |
Various trusts (e.gs Peabody and Guiness) backed housing schemes, but we may be sure
that the pockebs of these philanthropic gentlemen were not much affected, One has

only to look at these "trust' buildings to see that the standards are the lowest
possible and most don!'t contein bathroomss |

Private enberprise was encouraged to tackle this problom and whole areas of
terraced lwuses grew up on the oubtskirts of Londsn {(1ike the "manor homes" in
Ruis lip). Thesg provided Infericr ard low standapd dwelld 75 for which the bui lding
societies wore wWilling to sdvirce loans to thot saction of the working class who
would rather bo lmoown as “uiddle class", or who Wwere forced to buy their homes
because of the shortage cof renled dwellings, Botween 1919 and 1944 the assets of
bullding societies increased from £65 me to £773 m.

As .Nye Bevan has point.d out, sociaiists are notc against people owning their
oWwn hames, but against people owbimg other pscles homes. However, under present




- 7 -
day conditions, the UrWnerchip of houses by the workers cannot be considered as a
solution of the housing protlem, Apart from anything else the owner-occupier is

forced to remain in the same part of the country and so to take work at the wages
available there. ' o

THE PROBLEM REMATNS

Peoplec oftan talk about solving our housing difficulties by building & fow
hundred thousand houscs & years A rocont survey {P,E.P, " How Mamny Houses?"), shows
how wrong thic 1soe There ars between four and five million pcoplo who require
adequate accumodation. as present they ave living in overcrowded conditions, in
houses built 75 ys~rs 820 or more, in slum areas or in dwellings which lack both .
stove and sirk (Thcse flguros wore taken in 1951 and apply to England and Wales only}.

Teling an averazs of Dour persons in a femily, this means that at. loast
v 1 - - - . ’ - g e e
ono million hemes are roCuirad LT 04CGCs -

BULLDING 430 PROVIT
.‘ L [ | : ’ . -':‘-ﬂ » - . . . : .
As T have said bofors (ond Zresls seid in 3572), tho problem has not just
croprped uze  What then hove ths politicians teen Toirs to solve 1to

Truo, botl parties cempeiz~od in 1945, iS50 and 1951 to build more houses.

.~ Each tried to oubdo the othor with lLigher targoks. Howover, problems cannot be
solved by slogans =~ unless thev are Poliowed by sctionse. To bulldy; whether flats,
houses or anything else, you first neod something to build one land, cannot just
be feunced off, 1t has to be boughte. In London this con cost as much as £20, 000
par &CI'Ge

Contrantors! rings enture that the highest tenders possible are sulmitted,
Bui lding mavsrials, also coantrellsd bty monufacturers? associations to maintain high
profits and inflated prices, ali add to the cost which any local eauthority must pay
for its housinge  For cxample, new desigrns in wall paper arc only permitted every
other year -~ quantity production is of course cheaper, and if the market is contine
ue lly flooded with new designs, profits would be affected.

As if this were not cnough, all building, whether private or by & local
authority, means borrowing moneys. A large part of the cost of houses goes in pay =
ment to the money~lenders in the form of interest, On a typical council house
the interest crerges make up 65% of the rent. Until recently the loccl suthorities
were able to borrow from the Publiec Works loans Boards Now, the Tories have put
up the interest rates and forced the councils on to the open money market.

(Incident ally, in all this argunent about who should get the housing subsidy, it is
seldom mentlonsd that the subsidy on a council house does not even cover the intersst
chargos. In other words, i% is the monsy=-lcondor who is being subsidiscd, - Now,

how about a moans test for hia?)

Some trading profits for bullding fimms for the vear 1954 aro: Wimpey
& £4,007,000 (Dive 15%):  Joim Iaing £1,525,000 (Dive 10%) ¢ Trollope and Colls
£875,000 {Div: ‘14%)e Richerd Cositain £471,000 {Divy 10%0) s On the building
matceigts side wo have Ideal Poilors £835,000 (Dive 52:50): Associated Portland
Cement £4,65%,000. (Div: 20%): Limmor and Trinidad lake Asphalt £179,000
(Divs 15% and 1 for 18 bonus share i8sue) s flallpaper-Maaufacturers £1, 540,000
(Pive 15% and 50% share bonus},

(to be continued next issus)

UNA MOUNTSTEPHEN
Westnminster C. L. P»




IEPT  OR _RIGHT

L iy - .

That is the biggest problem on the Labour Party todays
Which is the correct road to take. to direct all of the enormous
power. of the labour Novement into making Capitalism work .
efficiently, or to carry on with the aim of creating .a Socialist
society? If the recent Labour Party Conlerence is anthging to g0
by, the Party is slowly swinging 10 the Right, and T am sure that
our Party leaders would like to see ihe phrase "Common ownership
of the means of production, distribution and exchange'" removed
from the Consiitultion. . S

17 this sving to the Right 1s meintained, there will soon
be 1little +to distinguish us from the Tories, which would be
disastrous. No, in ry opinion the Labour Party should finally break
with the Cspitalist class, and adapt a militant Socialist policye.
Then the electorate would be able to ses elearly our aims, for the

firet time. I believe that il +he Iabour Leaders had carried out J
o resa.

eslly Socialiel propramme in 1945 they would still be in power. |
Tnstead, they carried thirough a limited progromme and then sat ’ l
vack and wondered what to do next, and today they are still
WONCET LI | “ |

T would 1ike to sumgest the followlng Drogramme .-

1. Withdrawl of British troops from Halaya, Xenya

| oo Cyprugd. ;

5. Cut the call-up to a ysar, and eventually scrap it
altogether. | | -

3, Nationalisation of all basic industries

l, Press Tor the admittance of the Chinese People's
Gepublic to ths United Nations.

5., Pan the manufachure end tecting of all atomic
SR . weapoins -
aro o 6. WMtndrawl from the Bagdad Pact, and all other ant-

e L " e o ;
Comruriing groupingo,

»

o Those are just a few suggsstions, but with thie kind of
progroim

.-‘-. .
L ce
- the rars and file menbers of the Labour Party would have
something to Fight for, and the next General Rlection could be won.
Tnen Ths roand to Socialism would be opend, and the dreams of
the early pionsers becoms reallticc. N |

GEORGE ANDREVWS.
- WHST HENDON L.ofY.
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