R - L8 AT
e e i ) L Dl .~ 8, S A AR P 6 ] AT T L S R R R i, L A P T i
e N . B T o -
B T A T B, e s
L]
. S— s e e i T el pgieelieh B, AT
dr— s s S R b= Y T - il Bl 1 i, . g . P A e e i~ B - w1 — o S A S e i +
el L . —_— - e ——— s T o N E e - R R S -
=@ v I, T T AL o vl T nt.uq.u--.-u:r;-t—uﬂh--ﬁﬂﬁlaqp-pﬁ-..ﬂ . il R R iy i e i —

ORGAN O THE WEMBLEY NORTH AND HENDON WEST LABOUR IEAGUES OF YOUTH

e Su= T e i

Voled No.8 AUGUST 1955 Price lid.

. & - - -
p—_— P— - ——— == e

EDITCRIAL

e e e ————
T A S A S L i .

ihe Governncert®s centemptuous disregord of the majerilty report of
the Momopolios Commission throws a revealing spotlight on the inhsrent defects
of pariiomontiry GONOCTaACYa fHere was an issue on whnich the vast mass of the
people Wars walvidady publiz revulsion e’ the rackeveering methods of price
rings was ro-inforced by the findinzs and rroposals of the Monecpolies
Commicsicn and the foundations were solidly liaid for legislative actions  Bub
the Trepresontatives of the people! rode rough shod cver public opinion and
enccted o BLil which is as harmful to momopnlies as pea-shoohers are o tarks.,

From this, onhe significant factor emerges. The affairs of the
country are not regulated by parliomentary representatives bub by & powerful
oligarcly of finance~capital which manouvres behind the facade of Parliament
and which exprostes ius will through its pupret M. Pose  Tho presence of this
oxtra-parlianortary pover is not always evident in the day to doy transactions
of the State, put on accasions when its sorreignty is throatened, it menifests
itself most blatemtly for oll but the blind to se9s Public opinion is a

#,
=

minus gquantivy in Whe otlicwiations of this oligarchy so long as it is expressed
in a purely possive character (eege in the form of potiticns)s it is only when
the ponple manifest thelr disconteont throush the channels of direst action and

openly challengs tho bourgeclsle that positive results accrue, |

When oxamined against this backcloth the role of the Communist Pa
in contemporery politlcs is shown to be completely barren and riddled with
inconsistoncioss  Tho "Dnily Worker" can lssh tho Govarmment for betraying the
intereshs of ths peopleo to the momopolies and price. rings, whilst on the same
page it webhl shingly clamours for that same Goverrment to negotiate an agrecment,

on behnlf of tho workivg cless, at™Conova Poraons. the convivial smileo of
> & .I:J

Marshall Bulganin can ba caloulated to change Sir Anthonyts class allegianco
overnighty o perhars tiw releasc of multiwc loured bolloerns from Hompstead
Heath (o most efficacious substitube for Marxismi) really will prove to be

a v aiid alvernutive to class strusgloe We will scoe




THE RIGHT TO STRIKE,

Workers must be on their guard against any attempt by the present
encloying-ciass Goverrment to interfere with the right to strike in any shape or
2orTie Suagesticns ars being bandied about that before a strike is called an
ZoCs of a Trade Ualnn sheou’d be legally compelled to conduct a ballot of their
rembership to see if they real'v'want to teke this 'dreadful' action.

It iz but a shorbt step from gossip proposals of this sort to the necessary
Tory legislaticn te make it compulsorye  Altogether it is rather ironical that a
vote on strlke action is being urped by the capitalist press. During the war, when
faced with a moribund groun of T,Us officials, many militant workers arxious to
test the fealirgss of thoe workers on sevsral issues would be demanding the strike

e l1lot and wat'd bs cpposed hoth ty T,U. leaders and capitalistenross, Why is it
now suggested that a wvote ghwvld tale rlace?

-

At first glenee it seems all nice and democratic that the leaders of the
L

Trede Uniowe shouvid bz made Lo have a vols of thelr mombers bafore they plunge
Lrg caurtry iwio Uihuraclil.  Or2 would dmagine that most TeUs officials are
cursting bo oo il striisss Actunily the roverss is usuelly the cose and it is
crly eftar ~nvsliderallic rank and Jlle pressurc born ouvt of irnhtolerable corditiéns
Tnow T, Us Cfilcialocm geoas into &otione Why should we chjsct to having a

o ulgoty ballot?

If a Unlon decides to write into its book of rules that a strilte cannot
to called unless Thore ic a vots, that is the affoir of tho members of that Unlon.
._fﬂleﬁycoyﬂﬂgwc”wss anc Tory usplved clreles deliver sormons to the workerst

erzanizations, it should be gresited with the utmost suspicione Especially if the
idoa is to go into leslislative foim,

The rollng-class inspired orgurcnt falls bv the wayside when its

& Jr
prorosers ur: aises 1 Stae sams mothod 19 to be o TL“Gd to conding strikzs aftsr
+hs masord by Yavs wetoed TO hnve one? It is & bit damp as an orouvnents when we

rardoayrn 0Ff TR Ueorarst Union wWare SGVOS’&I 't:LTflGS -turned down an
“-alr rocomiciacsticon to o go neck tO'hork'withou$ Victory . The'wovkorS‘WO“e voting

e =ight = noht only T show of hands b ¢ by wollking ewny from the shins, They were
Toting With thaole fovh o8 Wells

W the British omplovings=class would like to sce is the Trade Union
Yovement hanstruney by the oificials having roducsd auvt! ﬁriﬁy ia bovgelining 1f they
reTs te po through 21l the procadurs of conducting a vailst belorshands If it
wre nocde lecally cemnulsery to reveal the results of the voting, at times it might
waol s%ow thot a censiderablo minority of the meombers voted ageinst the action, but
=3 cocme oubt lowally wiuh the ””jorityg It 1s often the case that ths minority is
®on ovar vo the eaumas of tha etvike during it and not belora.

° - = . N 4 '\ﬂ L.5 2 - ol ’ wde 1 . luv-‘ IE >
Armolovoere weuld still try o show thet a strike talen against thel
» . & g 1w . o S 18 LT, § | N et
fowawasto v oomineridy imbosing 1ts wiil upon the "sheeop=~lilke” majsrity, no
- N e F 5 Rt ’ "t - : - =
—omTor 32 Lon thowanoed ballota wore sonducthad,

T2t e workers be very susplalons of eovory suggestion coming from the
sz-i-2112% vross and employingeclass circulos on this counts Tho British cmployers
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expressed themselves pdl:itiéa.lly through the Tory Party had no hesitation before
the war in supporting the destruction of the Trade Union Movements in Italy,

Germany and Spaine Qur present democratic forms are kept in being by the

strength of the Labour Movement and the conveniences of the British caplitalists who
prefer to rule this way if convenient but who will resort to the same measures as

the Fescists in the countries menmtioned to retain their rule,

When it becomes necessary for the British ruling~class to once more
impose greater burdens on the workers and slash away at thelr living standards,

look out for moves to strengthen the antimworking cldss legislation by the re-
introduction, in some form, of the 1927 Trades Disputes Act, hated by the workers

and repealed by the lLabour Goverrmentes

When workers lose the right to refuse to sell their labour power to an
employer there is no freedom lefl worth mentionings  This must remain an unalterablo
righte It is & measure taken by the workers as a last device and not as a first

because it entails sacrifices and icss of earnings and no knowing wWhen it is going
to end. Tt is taken only when a fecling is suffielently intense.
A Baille buiwess thoss wrhe live by private profit accunulation and those
. Cwho work for o living YUy hand or by braim is o fight of inverest to the entire
working=clazc,  Trove must ba oo dnpediment to tho right Yo sTop WO

SID BIDWELL
Mo Lu Gy Orgeniser NWe London,
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If o kuowledge of the International scene Were drown only from the
caments of “he pirular press on the Four Power loeting, therc would be one
question which would remain unanswered: why didn't they do 1t before?  For, to
judge from +the offisial hand-outs, the dangor of a third werld war has practisally
vanished overnipht, merely becauss four men drank some vodka togethere Surely,
if the probleom were as simple as that eessce :

Lowever, arrona who locks at the history of big power diplomecy in modern
fimes lnows that the real results of the internationmal talks are never roevealed in
the public siatemcntse  They were cortainly not to be found in the childish
babblings which issved from switrmorlard last monthe The impeortent decisions of
the stotoesmen are alweys in socret, behind the backs of the people of the

world.

the Cold Waw, ths period of the hydrogen bomb, simple the result of a

*\‘ .ra Lo, ,

ing? Yo know that it was nots  For fifty years the crisis of world
s

Wa s

misunderstan
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chown i+solf in e zeries of alternobe hob and cold wars, intorsporsed
stocnatinne World War numher thres was belng propared bofore

The Cold War arose frum the efforts of American
in Western Europo, to mainbein its profits and to

capitalism I¥
with ecorom:
slaughter nurber two had finishec.

capital, with its jurior pariners
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avoid clashing with the working class at homee  This inevitably led to collision
with the colomiol revolution and to the preparation of an attompt to bring Eastern
Europe, Chine and Russia, back into the grasp of the profiteers.
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This 1ife-and-death struggle of the cepitolist oless is the reality behind
+rs telk of "d=erding the free world" etes It was for this, that the people of the
w=nli ware troonred for mass destruction and milllons spent on armaments.

2=2rwg the Second World War could start, international labour suffered =z
wrols zerizt P Zelonbs and hetwveyals, culminating in the tragedy of Spaine
I--srizliico 2orosh leunch the nowt slaughter without first securing i1Ts rear by
e:-=irz zoootins with the masses eb honee  Because it has not yet boen able to do-
~-iz, iT iz Ierced to change 1ts tactlics. o

Mzorwhils, the rulers of the Kremlin try to bargein with the Weste Afraid

=3 risk *heir nrivileges and power by leceding a struggle against capitalism, they
rzam the ovarbarow of the capitalist system as much as they do its victory. Thelr
—e-~svres involve helping a mass struggle here, calling one off there, but never
eiloving & fight to reach complete viechorys  Tho history of the last thirty years is
“itcered with the corpses of movenents strangled in the Intermatioral bartering of.
ne Kroriline

. But the upsurge of the post-war period is too strong to be held in the
chennels of NMoacow’s horse-donls, This wes shown, for example, in China where
efter the var, Stalin sbrived to reach a compromise with Chiang=iaimclhok, Despite
+he advice ¢ Fuscow, the Chinese bLcmmunist Party was forced by mess pressure to
srash the ceorrupt Chiang . regime.

With these ideas to guide us we can penetrate the thick layers of platitude
surrounding ths Geneve telks and can find the rich veln of treschery which lies
beneath, What united these representatives of Wall Street, the City, the Bourse and
the Kremlin wss a common interest in stifling the strugglo of the workers and
peasants of the worlds It is this struggle which threatens to topple the power of
Big Business, and thus menaces the parasites of the Kremline

Despitc Bisenhower's statement to the contrary, a secret agreecment wes
probably drowi a' least in outline, at Gousva, Many importent points have yet
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phio, ot mroularly arber the mecting of tho Foroign Ministers.

Ows tring is certaine The Communist Parties of the world are beginning
g new swing to Tho Dighds Tn Britoin we have had a foretaste in the dock~strike,
but worse is still Go comes Erwevsr, the carrying through of this move To the
right is not going to be easy Jjust Whon things are livening up on the TaUs fronte

can lasting peace come from the horso-trading of the ¥Statesmen™? T think
nots Truo, the strongth of +the mass movenmcnt has foreced the imperialist to revise
their stratssy ard tice-table, and this certainly provides o breathing spoce for the

develoome it of the etvursle,  Bub ths prodlens of the world cannot be solved on the

PR S |

basis of tho z2hatus duos £311 +ho basic cavses of the Coid Yey situation are still

inexistenze ond must remain so until conitalism is dostroyeds

s ars now enbering the poriod of "Phoney Peece", when preparation for war
will be dressed up as preparatlion Jor posces {The militery significance of the TS,
A |

ftoptd Piciel monr has been played downs  Apperently it was just an accldent that
the Defence Depariment is to spend the millions of dollars noeded}
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WAGES AND_ THE COST OF LIVING.
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| Has 1t ever struck you that whatever wage increases
are wrung from employers, their profits never seem to
diminish? There is hardly a wage claim negotiated by a
union to which one of the stock reasons for original
rejection is "We cannot afford it," And at all stages of

the negotiations down te any eventual shttlement the
employer says (and on oceccasions will produce statistics

~to prove his peint!) he will face bankruptey if the

workers press their claim to the full,

. The present times are no exception. Despite
wage riscs of recent vears the worker is substantially
less welil ol reletively than his emplover snd the
sharelioider “n his emplover's business,

, | Texdlng &ll industrial privately-owned companies
in whe Unitad Kingdem we find that between 219010 and 1955
PDRGLRTs bavs rigsn by BD per cent, The omonint vaid as

dividends toze Ly 70 per cent.  Roth thess items will rise

55111 more becaves of the income tax reliel in the last

Budget. | ~

The gross trading profits of United Kingdom
companies wasg £560 million in 1938, They rose three fold
by 1948. By 1954 they rose by another L3 per cent to nearly
five times whot +thov were before the Waly

Holders of ordinary shares have gained £5,000
milifon in fifveen moaths in the value of their prope»ty
A5 Hugh Galtskell nointed out in the House of Cormons the
other deyv “hin means, when the shares are sold, giving
wnearncd and vntexed prefits to people who have done nothing
whatever to inecrozss industrial cutput,

L 4o not belleve it is the job of the Trade Unions
oinly Lo ncgoviate wage inereases to try and keep pace with
rises in the cost of living, vital as that is. The worker
is wntitled to an ever increasing share of the prodiuct of
nin labour.  And too figures I have queted show clearly
soers 1s no gerorel shortage of cash in the kitty to meet
such claims,

LAVe, 100, every sympatiy with the view
eZoressed vy sone Trcade Union lesiers who want to Ymow who

s e bencriw from increased productivity hefone they siart
izcuseiag tte I the workers in the industry concerned abe
O henerdit, or ithe community generally, then there will be
generali relcome for incrcased output provided it is not
cehioned in the Chaplin "Modern Timeg® technique. But if

¢ 1o just te swell alrecady overswollen profits and dividends
i¢w ol up would be interested,

There is another reason too, why wages must rise.
cont..
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It is no use factories turning out electrical appliances and
new gadgets to ease the housewives! burdens, unless the i
people have got the money with which to buy them, or at least '
Po able to find the instalments to purchase on the "never-
never''y The making of films or the producing of television
programmes would soon dry up if people couldn't afford to go
to the cinema or buy television setsy and so one. In other
words, standards of living must continue to rise if the
natural processes of invention and development are to
continuc,

There is some £430,000 million worth of private
property in this country., One million people own over
£5,000 worth cach. 66 per cent of the total property is
owned by 3 per cent of the population, On the other hand,
62 per cent of the population own between them only 3 per

cent of the wealth, which mekes rather nonsense of the )
Tory slogans about a property-owning democracy., -For the

vaet majority it is neither democratic nor property J
OWNRINg s

All of which can be summed up as saying there is
no roon for complacency either on the Socialist or Trade
Union Pront. We are still a very long way Tfrom the
promised land., Progress is being made but; alas, very
sl OW1lY e |

GEORGE ELVING.

Genersl Secretary
Aspon, of Cinenstogranh and Alliled
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Continued from Peea 4

Tho Ceneva reeting end the shift in the international sitvation which
it refleetyd must e soea as an attempt to hold off tho fight 02 the colonial
peoples ard the worting class. I+ is thus part of +the preparction for the next
Wa, oy Bue, o ogreay 1s the strength of the mass movements of the world today
these preparations may never be completeds If the international worilng ciaés
understands Tho meaning of Geneve, it can use the time it has gained to go forward
to the firal overthrow of Imperialism and the building of a socialist world,
This, not the conspiracies of the Great Pewers, is the only way to reach a lasing )
peaca., j

o ~ CYRIL SKITH.
Tokyngton Ward,
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