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Ninety Fifty-Three saw the old society tazke several convulsive steps
along the path to disintegration. 1In the West, the coming economic crisis
cast its shadow before it angd Capitalism once more began to demonstrate its
complete bankruptey,

In Eastern Europe, Stalin's death followed by the struggle between his
heirs which culminated in Beria's execution revealed the instability of
Stalinism. Above all, the revolt of th- downtrodden peoples grew even
more intense, spreading over the whole Afrban Continent,

But the break-up of the 714 World does nct automatically bring forth
the means toe build the new. Although in both Germany and France, ‘heroic
working-class action hinted at the only way forward, the lead needed to
bring about the mew social system is still lacking,

It is the British Labour Movement which must provide this lead. As the
year opens, & series of battles on the industrial front is begginning. Neow
is the time feor our Trade Union and Political leaders to drop their present
half-hearted apologetic attitude; a bold Socialist policy now, could start
a tremendcus movement against the Tory Government. A real attack on
British Capital in the coming year would rally the people of the world
against both Capitalist exXploitation and Kremlinite totalitarianism. Only

- such-a movement can avert a Third World War and set mankind on the road
to prosperity., |
¢ % * *

"WHAT IS SOCIALISM?"

"Keep Left's" pamphlet "What is Socialism?" will be published
early in the new year. In 14 peges of questions and answers, the
authors ha ve tried to set out their Opinions on the principles of
Qur movement as briefly and as readably as they could, We hope that
it will help some readers to sort ocut their ideas. Order your copy
from the Editor, price 3d,
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The W111taat rgjection by taeg Natlional Unlon of Railwaywmsn of the
2/~ pay award to rall workers marke the veginnlag of a new psriod of
labour and capital rel ablaac i indugtry. Lt ig alrost certaln ths
“nonaymoonnt that czeted gincs tne war hag Low endsd. Wilith sasgy
marketes and hign prafxts mogt zwoloyerg  Ieodily wet wags clalug, now
th: climat: nas changed aad tne Ifales “similarity o intsregt that
has baen preachsd by sgoma union leaders will rapi Ldly dlsappear.

)
ha

Public oplnion guprortcd tne ”fllwavw nu’ claim and ftne2 netiounal
Pregs reflscted thic attiitude, with tha dighonourabld excuution of "The
Paople®. Uot that public opinion woruld have prevented the egtrike or
ths newspaperg' resligation that railway worksyre had genulneg grisvancad
aftexr a st te thrsat had bean made hag paggsd unnoticed. There 1lg uo
nefd ha 8 r g detalled examination of wags laevels in ths railway

, ffle to zay that they ars cousiderably lower than ths

dVLf&gu fom camparaol» ividuetrise and ths work oftsn cnitalils hsavy
regpounsibilities, continval shift work, poor wslfars amenltileg angd

IJ'-A’

complsve absence of gick pay anc npegugions.

Thz higher cogt of living, inegvitebly Tollowlng Butlsr's "clever”
Sudgste, forced the NUR zud the other two rail uulons o sesk wage
increasss for their menmberes. 4s with all cther rall pay clalwe, 1t wase
2t firet rejected, not becauses 1t wal unjustifiled rut becausg of tne
financial condition of the industry. If wa take a clogsxr look &6 the
SZritizh Traneport Commisglion's finances snwme iunte 1€sb1ng facte come 1o
light. In 1247, the lasct yger beiors nationalisatisn, the rallwaye
racs: a loeg of £Z60 mille, Simcc then, @ direcvsd in tns Nationagligatisn
Act, anaual wmrk"'g gxpEsnNscs nave ugan lege than revenus but after payilung
compsugation to Laruwex eharewholaass (£56 mille ‘1 155%), a lozg has
rsgulted. chead¢ng upon the final sstitlemaent 1t 1z expscted that £16
-i1le. will bes added to the railway wmaybill. Tn: scoucwmiles already
:eszltlnf from nationallisstisw cis GSulmaCud at <16 wmilles. a ysar and if
iatseratisa of roasd and rall facilidlgs wee esriovsly uvudertaksu much
lerger gavings would bs mads.

The Tory Goverweut's complets disregard of the nation'g transgport
Croblem s shown by thalr dac‘ﬂiﬂn +t2 de-nationalics road haulages. The
27 wmill. profit wade by the Road Faulags Fxecutlivs lagt year would nave

~:1psd to balance trausport finaanP g8 @ WJOlu, ¢ ths Trangports 4Act
ntended.  Lunetead the aveitior will bs worgencd - tnhe wost profltabls
“=z77ic will be carrisd by privats road haulisrs and ths unremunsratlvs
will bes laft Go the 11lwaysg . Thig, of course, Lg tns crux of the

DI
rallwe
and tng Labour Farhwy has a0t yé
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Tovenort problsm @ t facesd the lesgus.
Tirzoiowic lines havs to be kewt open Tor stratsglic purposses, antliguatsd
:c ;‘:sat sad wethods have 4o be rastvelned bscausg of tng shoxrtage of
CARTLTIS_, willione of TINE of cyal arc wacstefully burnt in eteaw suglugs.
~7 i w77 caincidan that Dritain hasg the worlde sgcoud highest ralilway
mLlizsl VI gq. Wllu Qnd alno the worlds hi qnas% }Wbmr oT vehicleg per
wils -7 »-z24. Until a Lebvour Goverment anplize a wolicy co=-osrdiuating
tog crozilzmeantary advantages of road and ra i1 then railwaymsns' wages
zal olzn Ifzsseuger Faregs will still be expected to provide the subsldy
Tor 2 Lzoirozt Zritieh RBailways.
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IS THE WORLD OVLRE-POPULATEDR - NO,

The world can only be considered overgopulated if the living-spsce
2z insufficient and the prospects of extracting enough food from that living
--2%¢ 1s not poseible, Let us firstly then, see¢ how much land the
~.=20,000,000 people have bhetween them, We znow that three-quarters of
.2 ezarth's surface is covered with water, This leaves about 56 mil
- miles of land which awmounts to 16 acres per person, This is not a real
-~272re of living space Tor much of this land is forest, desert, torrid
272 20lar regions ~ most of it uninhabitable, But according to specialists
T2z United Dtated Separtment of Agriculture, there are still 25 mln,
--28 which can be agriculturally exploited by present methods of soil
.m2-2zztion., Therefore there appears to be about 7 acres of land per perso

~ 22n be cultivated,

-ving space, then, does not seem to be the problem, In Britain,
“roiuce over 58% of our food on about 0.6 acre per person, World Hunger

zev13 problem. There is good reascn to believe that it can be relieved
ing the land under cultivation, to the limit; improved methods

ration and preservation of soll by replenishment and more positive
t2 prevent solil erosion,
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v much wore land can be cultivated, We already know that Europe
- rease 1ts agricultural land by 40k, Asia by 10%, North Americs
7. africa by 10% and Oceana by 6., In addition large tracts of land
~irna, Indie and cother parts of Asia could be modernised, Much of
~ond 1s farmed by methods entirely out of proportion to the peoples
In India, for instances, one third of its available .lJand is not
d. Scilence is opening up tracis of land hitherto thought un-usable
lcultural purposes; even in the arctic regions food production is
progress and we haven't yvet looked at the prospects of increased
production from the high seas, Sir John Boyd Crr believes that there
c physical difficulty in more than doubling the world food supply; the

L

-7 practical limitacions are the amount of capital and labour human society
willing to devote to it.
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With regard to thickley populated areas like India and China, there
zcs to be soise evidence that the birth rate would decrease if these people
&d wmore to cat - especially proteins. For egample, the daily protein intake
>T a Formosan is 4.7G,, per day but he has a hirth rate of 45.6. per th,

- the other hand, at the extreme end of the scale, Sweden had a daily
intake of proteins 62.6G with a birth rate of only 15, Many:other examples
cap be guoted in bEtween these extremes. Italy - Protein 15.2G. B.R.23..L.
<t has been estimated that 100 millions of Chinese stamved to0 death in

che 19th Century. It secems as though 'Hunger and Starvation' are taboo

Tor we hear far too little about it. rerhaps oneg of the great obstacles

~0 further production is inadegqueate knowledge.

EVANS MEREDITH
Councillor, Fryent Ward,

iz article will be concluded by Mr. Meredith in next month's edition of
KXBEP  LEFT,

-
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LET!S GET RID OF THTS MCOMMUNT ST COUNCLL,

I L L

The Wembley Borough Council is again surpassing itself in S8tupidity

and intolersnce. Its latest exploits include a resoluticn to the Middlesex
County Council asking that local coucils Dbe given the power to prevont any
ocrganisations of which they do not approve hiring school premises. fThe
Yory majority on the Wembley Council ensured that such a motion would be
passed, aluhouwﬂ there were strong protests from the Labour Souncillors. Thie
shange 1n the scheel letting resulations is ained solely at the Communists -
althoufh cne Tory Councilior did concede a point to incliude Fascists 1in

the cateoory of unde 'sircablie corganisaticns. Such comments during the debate
: ”We should not allow that type of pwo ople Tto use our schounlsH (my |
cmphasis) and "This anti-God party......we must protect the fuiure of nur
ilirén" show how our Tory Councillors really fecl about DEMOCracy.

\

In the first remark, the worthy councillor referred to Mourh schools
but part of the ircome used for the upkeep of schools comes from rates paid
Oy Wembley residents - some of whom are Communists! At the present time sone
retegayers are denied the use of the Town Hall (which is alea maintainsd Toon

be

the rates Arec they nnw ta completely barred from any local acecormoizlion?

e ()

vhe title of this article on the Council deb ase is not incorrect &t
all; for ithesc tactics arc the tactics of the Communist Party. IFree spcech
has been lauded as one of the basic demosoratic rightsy Together with freedonm

£ thought and {reedom of religion. Its loss means the enslavement ofi the
poeple Tn fthe oxtent that theyv can have one view only - the view of thei

IT this stute of affeirs continues we will socon have gorough Council
¢lectinrns with one candidate onlv%tanﬂlnu in e¢ach ward - you vote for him or
you do not vote at alll We as believers in ¢very freedom, especially politic

freedom, should fight against such reqtriction for the way in which the
propesed chenged is worded means that lcea uovernm nts will have the right ¢
preclude any organisations they de not llke. This could include our own Yout

Parliaucent in Wembley,

Without allying oursclves politice 1iy with the Communist Proty, let
us derand that the council throw cut tnlo r@c~wgen;aticn. Remember, we
may be the next.

The Bditorisl Roard would like to wish all our read§rs‘{even gg
= HEappy New Year, Trhig is the tirme for making_good resc luticns and
thhere 1s none rtetter than tco utar withh the return of the twe Lahc our
candidates 1in tne County Councii Bye-Filecticns that are o? be held :
both Wembley constiftuencies, }qél ing Day for both seats 1s January
and the campaign necs now storteds Jin Reynelds is contesting the Ko
Preston division ernd Eoger Melville the Alperton/ToXkymgton divisicn
Everybody is urged tc help in the cenvassing, addressing and othox
electicon work and if vou ring cither COL 4140 cr WEM 6682 you wo'l )

told whet to dC.
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THE  SUDAN  ELECTIONS

The decisive victory of the pro-ggyptian National Unionist Party in the
Sudan Llections came as a shock to thnse who foadly imagined that the press
in this country is capable of objective and unbiassed reporting. We were
led to believe that the pro-British Umma Party would sweep the polls, and
that the National Unionists with th> .r openly pro-Egyotian affiliations
would be effectively routed. We tcck it for granted that Sudan was cue of
thoseli=mg 11t colnnies where the "vackward! pe.ples were being slowly but
surely gu’ded by our Colenial Office to a positica where they could run the
alitairs of Lheir own crnuntry as they nlezsed,

Quite naturally, the British public was astcnished to resad trnat the
supporters of Egypt had won the electicn, The question immeliately arises,
how &did this rejection of Colonial 0ffice 'independencel come about “he

facts chow that, in the first place, the economic future of the Su
bound up with Egypt since the river Nile is ccmmen to both countries, and
cotton production is dependant upon it. Secondly the Northern part of Sudan
is geographically, racially and linguistically an integral part of Southern
Beypt, and thirdly, the Southern part of Sudan has been hemetlcally scealed
off from the Northern part by the Colonial Cffice,

In these circumstances and with these facts as a backgrcund, the
clecticn resulis should nct have come as any surprise to bSociallsis in
Britain. On the contrary it should have been all too clear to Socialists
that, whatever the shortcomings of the Heguib regime, the Pudanese people
were right in supporting by overwhelming majorities, the Parties advocating
closer eccnomic and pelitical union with Hgypt. The Sudan elections were
a blow apainst imperialism, a blow against the Sudanese feudal classes(led
by the Umma Party) and a blow against aay future Egyptian Usub-imperialism".

The¥Daily Telegraoh! mcurnfully described the election results as
a blow to Britain (that is Tery Britein) as severe as that inflicted at
Abadan, and here they were guite correct.The Yory government in this country
has nnt tumbled to the facts of mid-twenticecth century econcmic realities.
They act (at least snme of them do) asg if British Imperialism was a going
cchnecernsas if gunboats could settle the Wdifficulties? that occasicaally
crop up in dealings with subject peoples.

How right Aneurin Bevan Zs on this issue is shewn in his article
now published in'Tribune' on *@mpire and the Tories?. He writes, "3ir
Winston Churchall once remarked that he had not bcen appointed Her Majesti's
First Minister in order to ~regide over the liguidation of the British
Empire. This characteristilic niece of bombast is now beginring to haunt
its author, In the same article he advocates the withdrawal of British
trcops from Bgyptian Territory. There can be no doubt that this must be done
for we must ensure that our policy for colonial freedom coincides at all
points with the movement for national independence in mgypt and the Sudan,
zrnd eventually for a RBocialist Federation of the Countriecs of the Middle Eas<t.

nTLLIS HILLMAN

Hampstead L.o.Y,
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FROM OUR AMBRICAN CORERSPONDE NT.

One of tThe weirdest witnesses to testify recently before the witch
unting "investigation" commwlttee of Senator Jos licCarthr was a zirl with
joctorate 1In ghllobo;h” from Columbhia University. Mlss Nanﬂv Lenkel th
~oxed lots of cigarets in a long holder as she told McCarthy's Committes
rat the Voice of Arnerica radio statlon had sacgked her merelr hecause she

svourably reviewed Vhittaker Chambers' antl-communlst book, "Witness"

She had even more to fell She said an eXchtlve in the Voice of
erica organization had askes her to join a ‘collectivist" group ia which

Fildren would'be ra lsed Communallg. "I said I had no children'", she to 14

re investimmto rs. "He °aid that could be arranged. So I said I had no
“3band, He zaid that did'nimatter that could be worksd out,

That such stuff can be taken seriously by many people in Americs ?
plains why the witeh hunt thrives here. As for Republican Lenator 3
Carthy. 1t is important to rcwmewmber th.t many Dewocrats zlso are almost

reactionary. Neither wajor party offzrs much osposition to the with
ant., However, these liberals do not fight the cause of the vwitch hunt-
old war hysteria, -

American dernocrstic socialists ovpose the cold war itscli., They point
st that if worxers in nations like Britain build real socialism with
orizers' contrel of industry, they +ill inspire Americans ard Russians to
rd war-lite cavnitalism ond war-kige Stalinism so Americans and Russlans can
sth establich real socialisrn too. With capitalism and Stalinism ended, the
old war also will end., Thus, ancerican denocratic soclalists, tThe hardeqt
ighters against the witch hunt, suppert the Third Oamp»of world labour

sinst Stalinism and capitaliswm and their hysiteris,

To 2id in wromoting hysteria and the witch hunt, american cuuitalist
ngressmen want student stoolpigeons. They want colJL“c and university
sydent informers or Mrats™ to tell about professors and other situdents
ho allegedly are “Coumunists.," It was frOLt sor f, Glassc¢r ol Rutgers
niversity law echool in New Jersey who first revealed that the house of
=hresentatives' Un-american Activities Conm;ttec 15 using not only its
sn investigators but also students to gttt information about political
“LlVltJ on the Aunerican campus and the Congrese comuititee wants even
ore student inforucrs than 1t nuw has, Glasser ssid. Glasser, a witness
fore the Committee, refused to answer guestions about Coummunist rarty
mbership because he already had denied C,2. lembership before the Civil
rvice Commission while a Justice Department and orice regulation official
n the 1940's. He said the Congress Cotualttee was ulacing him in double
opardy by again asiiing him about the Cownmunist charges, \

His case, like that of other witch hunt vietiws, shows that the

jerican caplitalist government will continue to use the witen hunt %o
ush 211 opposition, in view of the Lmerican derocratic socialists,

JOHIY LOLB

New York., .. . _—

r. 7 Kinrosg Close, Kenten, Middx.
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