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ORGAN OF THE WEMBIiEY LABOUR LBAGUES QFf YOUTH.

__DECEMBER 1953
EDITORIAL.

Fifteen per cent.

The struggle over the engineers' wage claim is going to be crucial for
British Labour. As the miners in the twenties, so today the engineers represent
the advanced guard of the organised workers, and a defeat for them would be the
signal for an onslaught on living standards all along the line. @

As with all other commodities, the labour market changes from a sellers®
to 2 buyers'! market, and British Capital, well understanding the position,

gradually increases the speed at which it whittles away the concessions grant
since the War. Cautious as first, but emboldened by the weak-kneed attitude o
the Iabour leadership, the Tories slowly but surely demolish the welfare state.
Now is the time to reverse these trends. Whatever we may think of the tacties
chosen by the engineers, the whole Labour Movement must show an unbroken front
in support of the Confe '‘deration's attempt to recover ground lost due to the
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ever-rising cost of living. Their defeat would spell disasten but the sucsess
of the engineers' fight would start the wave which would sweep Labour bhack to
pOWeEr.

Recession or Degression?

No one asks whether there will be a falling off of trade next year. The only
question now is whether the present recession in some sections of U.S. industry
(¢ven before any cut in rearmement) will be restricted to the 1949 level, or
will lead to a world sluwmpon the 1929 scale. It is impossible to answer with
certaimty, but Colin Clark one of the leading Keynsian economists, was not very
optimistic in his artisles in the Manchester Guardian last month.

: As he pointed out, just at the time when Keynsian policy calls for an
increase in government expenditure, falling order books lead U.S. Big Business
to clamour for less taxation. Thus the profit motive on which Capitalisa is

based must ultimatly prevent the expansion of the market. Without Worla War a
slump cannot be avoided, o :
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help prepare the road that will lead 10
It is good to sec 8o many young people taking an actlive part
in Labour politics - we waunt youth in our Movement . We uuuuLly.
agsociate Youth with kecness, cnthusliasm, vitality and lmHMi”ﬁti”ﬂq
T am sure our League of Youth in Wembley have all thege attributces.
In the months that lay ahcad we shall get 1O know one another
and find out how best we can all serve the cause we B0 carncotly
believe in, the cause of Socialism. we are under no illusion
about the difficulties ahead, victory is not going to be eagy =
th fighting

for nothing worthwhile is of much value that 1g not wor

pemember that in pursuing something the pleasure and excitement

for.
want, ipgnorance,

jntolerance, poverty of mind and body, racial hatred ete, it 18
well worth making a sacrifice however small to help in the fight to
We find pleasure in joining with others

get rid of these evils.
In the League of Touth

to establish a happier state of affairs.
there is good Comradeship, young men and women with a common aim

and a common purpose with an understanding of some of our most preseing
problems and a keeness to help in the Working Class Movement. By
becorinz a Lea.ue Of ¥outh renbér young members learn how to use the
tools that will help fashion the new Social Order; with the supplied
material and acquired skill our task can become a pleasure when
working co-operatively for in fellowship, life can become exciting

and full of purpose.

We in the Socialist Movement want to see a happy, healthy
and contented people, this can only arise provided we have a sound
economic systen. In 1945 the Labour Govermment started the
drive for Social Becurity- a free health service, improved

education and full employment in industry. This was indeed a big

task to undertake considering the fact that we had only just emerged

from the greatest World War in history during which time nuch of the
earths resources has been used up, a lot of it being blown sky hig

By 1945 not only had Social Security, a free health service ana fﬁli
employment been established but many other benefits werec being enijoved
by millions of people throughout the country. Subsidies to farmeisy
helped to maintain food prices within the reach of all,
for Al11l" allowed housewives the opportunity to feed their familie
during a period of short supply and so maintain a high stanﬁard o?

National nutrition.

The Tory Governuent by attacking Labour!
: e 8 syste 313
has made 1t much more difficult for wives and motherg tomaggqigi2i1t¥
paga faml%heﬁ. We are rapidly returning to a systen of rationi g o
purse. Prices of essential foods have gone up sharply withj ing by the
two years-just look at some of then, +thin the last

"Fair Shares

coupared with what they were in 1951



Baccn is up by 105d per 1b.

Butter 4 10d o
Cheese " 1/- "
fats " 4d "
Meat i 4a )
Corned Beef 1/4d "
Sugar " 1.%_;3_ "
And when one remenbers what Lord Woolton said in 1950, '"When

you return a Conservative Governnent you can rely on it that the cost
of food will not go up. I promise you, that you will have a
greater choice, beter variety, but no higher prices". HFine Tory
pronises used to obtain votes but long since forgotten like the
pronise not to cut food subsidies which has also gone by tht board.

Youn: people are concerned about their future as they have a VAR &
richt to be, but two years out of young mans life at the age of 18 UG g B
tc serve in the forces interfercs not only with his career, but
is a waste of time to becth himself and the Country. It is about
time this whole question was reviewed and the periocd of National
Service cut down, with the present ageing labour force the period
of twe ycars service is a crippling burden for the Nation tc bear.

We cannot expect consideration on any of these natters by the TEDE S
Tories. They are ready always to make gifts to the Landlords, the R
bankers and Stockbrokers because they are their own kith and kin. | TGS

The Labour Party is the pecple's party, representing our
comnon interests and the Young people who join our Labour League of
Yocuth are doing a service to both themselves and the common folk

everywhere.

ERIC HUTCHINSON

Prospective Parliamentary

Candidate for Wembley South.

COMING EVENTS
FR‘[ 11 Doce - YOUTH PARLIAMENT, Preston
Manor School, Carlton Ave., East @ 7,45
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SAT. 12 Dec '~ Wemblecy 3South BAZAAR at
Labour Hall, Union R4, ”Iombley - 2,45
i Dance and Soclal St.hAndrews Hall |

(ncxt door Labour Hall) ab T.45 + 1/64

SUN, 13 Dec, = N,\,Middx., .urca Cmttce.,
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Day School on 'India 305 o W e 3pcaker:

A 'KEEP LEFT' Carlo Singham., At 444 Church Lanc,
PAMPHLET Kingsbupy N, W. 2 @ 3.0 p.m,
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ndred ycars ago, when the missionaries went out, they had the Biblec

hu
ézgﬂ&ﬁ;rmgrﬂ had the land. Now the whitc¢ man has thc land and the negro

has the Bible =)

| when he left thc plabform, Jagan waved and smiled at thc applauding
jclegates, as Onc who plays to the gallery. And the prevailing imprcssions
he left behind him were of Impectuous Sincerity and Immaturity. In thirty
' mor€ Yyears, perhapSe....... but by that time, no doubt we shall all be
. iser and probably sadder pcople.
ALAN S. KAYE.
Raet Islingtnn League of Youth.
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UTOPTA UNLIMITED.

? The Young Liberals o. Wembley are a group of very nice young pcople
who are terribly keen on doing good to everyone, Unfortunately, thcy
haven't the foggiest idea how to go about 1it.

At the Novembcr sitting of the Wembley Youth Parliament, they
presented the policy of the new Liberal Governuaent, This will be based
Mon the concept of the fundamental dignity of man", but the rcal watch-cry
of this brave band of political troglodytes is, believe 14 oy metywsitree
Piiradc"!  All monopolies are to be "oelosely serutinised". Imperial preference
- will be abolished, Engineering (recently nationaled Dby the Labour Governmen?t
- in Wembley!) will be denationalised. Profit-sharing and co-ownership will

be introduced!

Of course, nearly all of this stuff was out of date by 1890, From thc
time when frec trade no longer coincided with the interests of British
industrialists, i,e.,, when British capital lost 1B complete domination over
the world market, the decline of liberalism was inevitable. Apart from the
short period at the beginning of the century, when the workers supported
them for want of a party of their own, the Liberals, representing no one in
particular, ceased to be a serious factor in British politics,

This explains our Government's policy on the Trade Unions. Trying to
jtand impartially between Labour and Capital, they want to prewent anyone
'making it a condition of work that a man be either a member or a non-member
f a Trade Union." Also they will revive "contracting in" instead of
'contracting out" of the political levy.

To be impartial between a thief and his victiu is to help the thief,
the 100% Union shop and the contracting out system of supporting Labour
farty funds are weapons in the hands of the working-class, forged in the

tourse of a century of struggle against exploitation. Some people may not
like them and some may deplore the state of affairs where such nasty things

8 strikes and lock-outs are a part of life,
; CONU s o aiyr
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