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BRITAIN

Miners rally broad movement of
resistance to Thatcher

The first British-state-wide conference of activists working in solidarity
with the miners’ strike was held in London on December 2. It attracted
a very large number of participants. Despite the last-minute attempts of
the organizers to limit the number of delegates because of lack of space,
over 1,600 people turned up. An overflow meeting had to be organized

to accomodate over 500 people.

Gerry FOLEY

This initial solidarity conference
brought into focus for the first time the
movement that has grown up around the
miners’ strike and the changes it has set
in motion in British politics. A more
structured conference is scheduled for
January.

The December 2 gathering was able to
point up more clearly and dramatically
the political stakes in the strike because
it opened only a day after the courts
appointed a trustee to take over the
miners’ union apparatus.

The court ruling put the fighting union
leadership in a position where in order to
plan the next stage of the strike it had to
consider big new steps toward developing
a way of functioning radically different
from the traditional methods of British
unions. In fact, if the British state con-
tinued to press its assault, the union
could only continue to operate in a semi-
legal way, relying on its regional organiza-
tion.

At the very time of the conference a
battle was underway in the miners’
union executive over what course to take.
That prevented the NUM leader Scargill
from addressing the gathering, as he had
pledged to do.

The political confrontation between
the militant leadership and the reaction-
ary Thatcher government was sharpening,
and the political stakes in the struggle
were escalating apace.

Coming from outside Britain, I was
struck by the way the conference demon-
strated the rallying of a full spectrum of
social and political opposition movements
in the British state around the miners’
strike and the National Union of Miners.
That also corresponded to the other story
I went to Britain to cover. On the con-
tinent, a touring Lancashire miner had ex-
plained to me that the historic regions of
north and south Wales, a small nation
subordinated to the British state had
come together for the first time behind
the miners’ strike. “It’s made them a
nation.”

Historically, the major obstacle to the
development of a national movement in
Wales had been precisely this division be-
tween the predominately English-speak-
ing industrial south of Wales and the pre-
dominately Welsh-speaking, largely agri-
cultural, north and west of the country.
[ The small coal-mining area in the north-
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eastern part of Wales is not typical of this
region.] Shortly after this, I noticed
that the national conference of the Welsh
nationalist party, Plaid Cymru, had elect-
ed a new left-wing leadership committed
to supporting the strike.

Obviously, the miners’ strike was hav-
ing some very broad reverberations. The
conference on Sunday, December 2, be-
fore I went to Wales, put them in per-
spective.

In general, the political framework for
this broad movement was provided by
the existence of a broad, pluralist Labour
Party with a radicalizing wing. The
Welsh development was closely related to
this, but took a combined form. The La-
bour Party is dominant in south Wales,
but as a party, is mainly a right-wing ma-
chine. The Welsh nationalist party, while
much weaker in this region, is still strong
enough to challenge Labour in a number
of areas and has taken a more radical
stance of support for the strike. More-
over, it is stronger than Labour in the
Welsh-speaking rural area. :

At the same time, the growth of a left
wing in the British Labour Party, in par-
ticular its tendency to break with econ-
omic positions that have been a cover for
British chauvinism in the past, has been
a strong encouragement to the left in the
Welsh nationalist movement.

The Plaid left’s major leader, Dafydd
Elis Thomas, MP for a West Wales con-
stituency and now president of the party,
later told me in fact that the Welsh na-
tionalist left no longer sees its struggle
simply as organizing the Welsh people
to achieve independence but as a part of
a broader fight against the British capital-
ist state.

In his add¥ess to the London confer-
ence, Ken Livingstone, one of the prin-
cipal Labour-left leaders, stressed the
importance of the Labour Party offering
a governmental alternative for the miners,
in particular in the face of strike breaking
by the state and its courts:

“I believe it’s time that we started to
hear from those that lead us in parlia-
ment that another government will repay
every penny that has been stolen from
the miners.

“We will repay to every miner’s family
the money that’s been stolen by this gov-
ernment through the DHSS [Department
of Health and Social Services] in order to
try to starve the miners and their fam-

ilies back to work.

“When statements are made by those
who lead us, it undermines every judge
that’s bending and twisting the rules, it
undermines every part of the DHSS that’s
responding to the pressure of this govern-
ment to hit the miners and their families.

“And we need to be saying quite
clearly that we soon start the process of
selection of parliamentary candidates.
We need to demand of everyone who sees
themselves getting into parliament: “Will
you actually vote to restore the money
that’s been stolen by this government?
Will you vote to retire those judges who
have twisted every rule and every law?”’

That the strike had united all the vic-
tims of state repression was stressed by
the spokesperson for the Kent Miners’
Wives Committee, Kay Sutcliffe. She
mentioned youth and the unemployed,
blacks, the Irish, feminists, pacifists and
gays. Of all these groups, she said, ‘“they
have helped us and we will not let them
down.”

This unity of the oppressed was il-
lustrated by a story told to me about a
London gay group that adopted the Dow-
lais mine in South Wales, one of the areas
in the state least affected by the new rad-
ical currents of the 1960s and 1970s. But
as the strike progressed, a strong feeling
of comradeship developed between the
members of this mining community and
the London group, representatives of
which were given a royal welcome when
they visited the area.

Gay and lesbian activists held a work-
shop at the conference and reported that
they were regularly collecting for the
miners and their families in the gay bars
and meeting places in London.

In his speech to the conference, Tony
Benn, the recognized leader of the La-
bour left, stressed that a new Labour Par-
ty had to be built on the model of the
movement in solidarity with the miners:

“] am absolutely confident that the
organisation that the NUM, the women’s
support groups, and other groups repre-
sented at the conference today have been
able to achieve is going to transform the
British Labour Party.

“Because I'll tell you something that
has come to light in the course of the last
nine months. That is the end of electoral
parliamentarism.

“The idea that all you’ve got to do is
be quiet, then canvass for a Labour can-
didate, and then when he or she gets into
power wait for five years, be loyal to
everything that’s done, and then turn out
again. That is not a way forward for us.

“The electoral politics that we tended
to regard as being the nature of the La-
bour Party has got to be replaced and
supplemented by the sort of action that
the miners and the women’s support
groups and this conference have carried
out.

“I believe that what has happened over
the last nine months [during the strike],
apart from educating people has been to
establish in every single constituency
party miners’ groups, women’s groups,
women’s action groups, that have no in-
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tention whatsoever of disbanding when
the strike is over and are instruments
ready and able to support any issue that
is in the interests of working people. This
means defending trade unionists, defend-
ing the blacks, defending the Irish who
are under similar attack.”

Benn’s reference to the Irish drew a
big round of applause. It wasalso notable
that every speaker identified as coming
from Wales drew a special round of ap-
plause. In fact, south Wales is the solid-
est area for the strike.

The report from the women’s action
groups’ workshop was given by Hazel
Jones from Mountain Ash in the Cynon
valley of south Wales. The central point
she made was the determination of
women to maintain the role in social and
political action that they have won in the
framework of the strike and solidarity
movement.

The importance of the women’s sup-
port groups and the mobilization of
women was a theme that ran through the
conference from beginning to end. It
was clearly one of the main results and
driving forces of the radicalization in
the strike movement, a constant in the
thinking of the activists.

Dafydd Elis Thomas told me later,
moreover, that he thought that feminism
had been one of the most important
forces breaking down the narrow econ-
omism that has separated the British la-
bour movement from the movements of
minority nationalities incorporated in the
British state.

Another clear tendency in the thinking
of activists and speakers was internation-
alism. Kay Sutcliffe, for example,
stressed the importance of the strike and
solidarity movement as an example to the
working class of other countries that were
facing the same sort of austerity drive
from the governments of the world cap-
italist crisis. Benn himself, although more
implicated in the Labour Party past,
pointed up this aspect:

“...a Labour Party that has to do its
job has got to be comprehensive in
character. It’s got to be a party fit and
appropriate for the magnitude of the
struggle that faces us and truly represen-
tative of all the interests and problems
that confront working people -in the age
of high technology, nuclear weapons,
multinational business and multinational
finance. It’s got to be an international
movement as well.” : j |

In this context, the conference also be-
came a challenge to the Labour left itself.
It was held, for instance, in the Camden
borough hall. The local council is dom-
inated by forces identified with the La-
bour left. But the record of this council
has some outstanding black spots, in par-
ticular as regards providing housing for
poor femilies. A black mother and her
children, rehoused in a firetrap, had been
burned to death not long before. That
sparked the formation of a housing action
committee with a mainly black member-
ship, which then proceeded to occupy the
council chambers in protest against its
dereliction. This committee also became
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active in support of the miners, and
therefore was invited to send a speaker
to the conference. The spokesperson
pledged support for the miners in strong
terms, but denounced the council in
words that were no less resolute.

- Livingstone responded, pledging that he
would see that the council changed its
attitude. A representative of the council’s
employees also spoke, supporting the
miners while denouncing the council as a
bad boss.

The NUM representatives who addres-
sed the conference expressed a powerful
determination to win the strike, declar-
ing that after nine months of sacrifices
and confrontations with the police and
courts, after the deaths of five brother
miners in clashes and nine killed trying to
scavenge coal for their families. A York-
shire miner stressed the need for money
for the strike above even human needs:
“I have four kids myself, but the best
Christmas present I can give them is to
tell them that thousands of men are fight-
ing with their father for their future. A
future is more important than toys or
turkey.”

A surprise for the fox hunters

A representative of railway workers
in a scab mining area told how much a
few determined activists could do in
mounting secondary strikes. He and
thirty other unionists, “the dirty thirty,”
have succeeded in blocking a good part
of the area’s coal production. The action
that he enjoyed the most, he said, was
dumping coal waste on the favorite fox-
hunting run of the local gentry. Indeed,
he expressed a salient lack of respect for
his country’s monarchical and aristo-
cratic traditions.

All proportions guarded, the confer-
ence reflected a movement that begins to
give a concrete idea of what a mass revo-

Black delegation in the Kent coalfields (DR)

lutionary movement in a developed coun-
try will probably look like, a movement
involving all sections of the working
people, a whole society reorganizing it-
self in struggle.

In some ways, this process of unifica-
tion is broadest in Wales, where the fac-
tors at work in Britain as a whole com-
bine with specific Welsh features, such as
the existence of a national liberation
movement, a tradition of rural radical-
ism, and very tight-knit miners’ com-
munities with a particularly strong
tradition that are the core of the nation.

The obiective adopted by the Welsh
nationalist party, Plaid Cymru, which has
its greatest strength in the Welsh-speaking
rural areas but also has substantial pock-
ets of strength in some of the mining
valleys, and a traditional attraction for
radical young people in the high schools
and universities, is to foster this unity.
The new left leadership has thrown the
party strongly behind the miners.

For example, under the headline

“Why the Miners Must Win!” the editors
of Plaid Cymru’s English-language organ,
the Welsh Nation, wrote in their Novem-
ber issue: “A victory for the miners in
their historic struggle against the That-
cher government is vital to the very
future of the Welsh nation.” The article
ended: “The political priorities of a free
Wales will be those of the Welsh work-
ing class and not those of Thatcherite
Tories.”
~ In the October issue, Dafydd Elis
Thomas wrote: “The miners’ struggle is
indeed the national struggle, and Plaid
Cymru branches throughout Wales should
ensure that miners’ support committees
are established in their own locality.” He
explained:

“Free market forces cannot be allowed
to destroy Welsh communities and the
attack on our extractive industries and
the communities dependent on them,
must be resisted by all of us who are con-
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cerned about the rights of communities
to determine their own future.”

In fact, one of the themes that emerg-
ed most clearly from the London solidar-
ity conference was the need to attack the
logic of the capitalist system itself. Benn
stressed that Thatcher’s attack on the
NUM had nothing to do with declining
profitability of the mines. Her objective
was to break the NUM to make way for
selling off the country’s coal to private
business interests.

Gerald Howells, national organizer of
Plaid Cymru, made the same point to me
about Thatcher’s policy in the Welsh
mining areas. He said that that was the
only way to explain why the government
had left such promising finds as the Mar-
gam field in south Wales undeveloped.

The Welsh Farmers Action Committee
leaders that I talked to in west Wales ex-
plained that they have come to realize
that Thatcher’s policy is to plow under
the agricultural economy in Wales in

order to replace it with forest plantations
and fourism.

Somewhat haltingly — he had got out
of the habit of speaking English, he said
— John Howells, chairperson of the Farm-
ers Action Group, asked me what I
thought the answer to that problem was.
I started to make some very cautious
points about the logic of the capitalist
market.

“Yes,” he said suddenly, his eyes
lighting up, “that’s exactly the prob-
lem. The market economy doesn’t work.”
What was needed, he said, to the approval
of the others, was a new kind of econ-
omic organization based on providing for
the needs of human beings and commun-
ities.

That response bore out what Tyrone
O’Sullivan told me, who is a leader of the
miners in the Cynon valley and a repre-
sentative of the Labour left. “The
one enduring lesson of this conflict is
that capitalism offers no solutions.” m

Statement from December 2
miners’ solidarity conference

The following statement was adopted by the December 2 miners’ soli-

darity conference.

It represents the common ground of agreement be-

tween all the political organisations at the conference and with the Na-

tional Union of Mineworkers (NUM).

Amendments and additions will

be further discussed at a delegate meeting in January.

This conference recognises the current
industrial action of the National Union of
Mineworkers as an official strike, conduct-
ed in accordance with the union rule-book:
it fully supports the union’s demand that
the National Coal Board and the govern-
ment should withdraw the March 6 pit-
closure programme, keep open the five
pits in line with previous agreements and
define exhaustion of reserves in line with
the Plan for Coal, the signed agreement
between the government, Coal Board and
the mining unions.

Conference condemns the Thatcher
government’s premeditated introduction
of state intimidation and violence into
what began as a peaceful industrial dis-
pute.

In particular, we condemn the out-
lawing of normal picketing practices
through the use of baton-charges, riot
shields, dogs, horses, curfews and armour-
ed convoys on the part of the police.

We applaud the courage of those who
have been defending themselves and their
communities against such violence and we
pledge ourselves to participate in, help
coordinate and strengthen such defence —
under the guidance of the NUM — by all
necessary means.

We condemn those speeches made by
leaders of our movement in which legiti-
mate self-defence in support of the in-
violability of the picketline has been
shamefully equated with the deliberately
planned and executed state violence of
the Thatcher government and its il-
legally-constituted police force.
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Those who urge compliance with such
violence thereby collude with it; confer-
ence reaffirms, with the miners, our re-
fusal to collude.

Conference recognises:

a) that the Tories and the NCB have
set their sights on the total defeat of the
miners, and are preparing to move coal
from the pit-heads to power stations,
etc;

b) that the future prospects for trade
unionism in Britain, along with those
for the GLC, Metropolitan Authorities,
rate-capped local councils (1), the unem-
ployed, women, black people and the
labour movement generally, are indis-
solubly linked with the outcome of the
miners’ struggle;

c¢) that therefore the full industrial,
financial and political resources at the dis-
posal of our movement should be mobili-
sed immediately behind the National
Union of Mineworkers, whose struggle
must take priority over all other con-
cerns until a successful conclusion is
reached;

d) that responsibility for taking this
action rests above all with the leaders of
the TUC and Labour Party. We call upon
them to implement to the letter their
official policy of ‘‘total support” for the
NUM. Meanwhile, we must be prepared
to make the necessary moves ourselves.

Conference therefore instructs the
Mineworkers’ Defence Committee, having
organised this conference, to convene in
January the first meeting of a delegate-

based committee, chaired by a represen-
tative of the National Union of Mine-
workers and including representatives of
sympathetic Regional Councils of the
TUC, union executives, broad lefts, La-
bour Parties, shop stewards committees,
trades councils, miners’ support commit-
tees and other bodies committed to a
miners’ victory.

The function of this committee will
be to take all measures necessary to en-
sure victory.

It will develop a mass solidarity move-
ment based on elected, recallable dele-
gates from all miners’ support organisa-
tions, and will publish a weekly national
bulletin, with regional supplements, giv-
ing information as to the mass picketing
and other actions requested by the na-
tional and area executives of the NUM.

We resolve to abide by all such re-
quests, including:

a) the building of representative min-
ers’ support committees or groups in each
locality, workplace and, where necessary,
nationally in the trade unions.

b) the stepping up of levies, food
collections, etc., in every workplace,
meeting, high street, etc. This is a pri-
ority, with the collection of Christmas
food supplies and toys essential in the re-
maining weeks before Christmas;

c) the winning of industrial action in
support of the miners. This is vital, par-
ticularly in light of the legal attacks on
the NUM, and with the possibility of at-
temps to move coal stocks. We should
not wait for the TUC before campaign-
ing for industrial action, including trying
to win all workers in dispute into a joint
fight with the miners against the Tories;

d) the organisation in every work-
place of the mass circulation of The
Miner, along with bulletins and leaflets
to counteract the bosses’ media lies. We
support the demands of the NUM for free
access to all forms of media, and call on
media workers to ensure the NUM’s right
of reply;

e) the stopping of all movements of
coal and substitute fuels in accordance
with TUC guidelines, but without waiting
for initiatives to come from the TUC
before taking action ourselves: we re-
quest and expect full support in this from
the Parliamentary Labour Party, includ-
ing the presence of at least one MP on
every picketline;

f) a massive national demonstration
in support of the miners, to be organised
at a date to be agreed with the NUM. We
expect the leaders of the TUC and La-
bour Party to march at the head of this
demonstration.

1. The Gereater London Council (GLC)
and the metropolitan authorities are to be
abolished by the Tory government in this
parliamentary session. They are city-wide
government bodies which for the most part
are Labour controlled.

At the level of the local (borough) coun-
cils, the government is trying to restrict their
spending powers on local services by delimit-
ing the amount they are allowed to raise
through local taxation i.e. rates. This is again
leading to confrontation with, for the most
part, Labour controlled authorities.




INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY,

Fourth International campaigns
for the miners

The struggle of the British miners is the most important for the British
working class since the general strike of 1926. If the miners win, it will
be a major step to socialist advance. If they lose, an utterly remorse-
less government will try and spread their defeat to the rest of the work-
ing class.

But the strike is also of great international significance. If successful,
it will be seen as a victory against all those governments pursuing the
policies of austerity. This is particularly so given the open way in which
the Thatcher government is used as an example of the course to be fol-
lowed by these governments. The miners’ strike represents the highest
point of the wave of struggles initiated by the West European working
class in 1984. Its success or failure will influence the possibilities for
further development of those struggles.

For this reason a major campaign of solidarity was launched in May of
this year by the Fourth International and its sections to build interna-
tional solidarity with the miners’ strike. Below we reprint extracts from
a report made to the United Secretariat of the Fourth International at

its November meeting, assessing that campaign.

Steve ROBERTS

The aims of the campaign of solidar-
ity were set out as follows:

— to get the truth out at an interna-
tional level about the miners’ strike
through the organisation of speaking
tours of miners and miners’ wives.

— to raise material aid for the strikers
and their families through initiatives of
the sections, united-front campaigns and
through the official trade-union and la-
bour movement.

— to try to stop all coal bound for
Britain through alerting the relevant
unions in each country and waging a cam-
paign within them for support of this
kind.

The results exceeded expectations and
are testimony to the resonance that inter-

national solidarity has amongst the work-
ing class. Our comrades have so far been
involved in organising a total of 16 speak-
ing tours for miners and miners’ wives in
Belgium, France, West Germany, Portugal,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, Denmark,
Ireland, the USA, Canada and Australia, .

The miners and miners’ wives on these
tours have spoken at trade-union branch
meetings, factory gates, in canteens, to
union executives, on TV, radio and at
press conferences. In addition, they have
been able to meet miners from other
countries to discuss the fight against pit
closures.

Altogether £30,000 was raised through
these tours. Supporters of the Fourth In-
ternational have also been involved in the
setting up of united front solidarity com-
mittees which have raised significant
sums of money, for example, in the case
of Denmark a national collection based

Fund-raising Christmas postcard published by the LCR (French section of the Fourth International)
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on the shop stewards’ organisation raised
over £100,000.

In Denmark, too, supporters of the
Fourth International were also able to
play a full role in stopping the movement
of coal from the port of Aarhus to Brit-
ain. The blockade of the coal by the
local support committee in collaboration
with the dockers (see I'V, No 63, Novem-
ber 12, 1984) is an example of what can
be done in other ports engaged in ship-
ping coal to Britain. Belgian Fourth In-
ternational supporters discussed with of-
ficials of the Kent coalfields what sort of
action could be taken to stop coal going
through Ghent and Antwerp.

One of the main political lessons of
the strike has been the role of the miners’
wives. The comrades of the GIM, Ger-
man section of the Fourth International,
organised a tour especially for a miner’s
wife and a woman from Greenham Com-
mon. This had a positive impact both
within the women’s liberation movement
and the broader labour movement. Such
tours could be organised now on a wider
scale to renew support for the strike and
spread the message to a wider audience in
different countries.

The press of the sections of the Fourth
International has done much to publicise
the miners’ cause and leaflets and posters
have been produced in most European
countries.

The Polish journal Inprekor (a journal
that presents the point of view of the
Fourth International) published dossiers
in two issues on the miners’ strike which
put forward the initial positions taken by
Polish miners on the strike and appealed
for support amongst Polish workers.
Some material from these dossiers was
published in the Front Robotniczy, a
bulletin published by Solidarnosc mem-
bers.

Through the work done in this strike
the Fourth International has been able to
reaffirm the practical necessity of inter-
nationalism as a strategy for the working-
class movement. This has also shown the
role an international combat organisation
can play in taking action in a concerted
and politically effective way.

On a wider scale, international support
is becoming more and more vital. Tlie in-
ternational bourgeois press is trying to
kill off the strike based on the propagan-
da campaign about working miners under-
way in Britain. The British bourgeoisie
pretend to have secured victory through
legal manoeuvres and the sequestering of
funds. But the majority of miners in
Britain are determined not ‘o give in to
Thatcher, and concrete international sup-
port, that is, the blacking of all coal,
could be decisive as the winter draws on.

The Fourth International has appealed
to all its sections to do their utmost to
get this kind of support. In the mean-
time, each and everyone of them is in-
volved in stepping-up the collections of
money, food and children’s gifts for
Christmas. In the New Year they will be
organising specific fours of miners’ wives
and campaigning for more support in the
labour movement as a whole. E
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Miners’ strike: early morning picke

~~~~~~~~

, April 1984, Staffordshire (England) (DR)

Greens federal delegate conference
calls for solidarity with British miners

The following resolution was introduced at the Federal Delegate confer-

ence of the Greens in Hamburg

on December 2. While various problems

blocked the motion being debated, it is being circulated among the Greens
with the authority of the leaders and the leading bodies that signed it.

The Federal Delegate Conference re-
solves

— that the media coverage of the
British miners’ strike in the Federal Re-
public has been either nil or false and
one-sided; the Greens want to counter
this.

— at the same time the Greens want
to help alleviate the material want that
the miners face owing to the length of the
strike and the repressive measures taken
by the Thatcher government; we want to
express our admiration and sympathy for
their courage and their tenacity.

— finally, the Greens want to ex-
press their solidarity by actively partici-
pating in the miners’ struggle.

1. The Federal Delegate Conference
welcomes the solidarity initiatives already
undertaken: the initiatives taken by the
Nord-Rhein-Westfalen, Schleswig Holstein
and . Hamburg groups, together with the
GEW [Gewerkscaft Erziehung und Wis-
senschaft, the teachers’ union], (the two-
week-long hosting of the NUM general
secretary, Peter Healthfield, during which
he spoke at 12 solidarity rallies and the
call was raised for donating a day’s wages
to the miners).

We also welcome the decisions of the
BuVo [Bundesvorstand, National Com-
mittee] and the Green-Alternative Euro-
pean Alliance (at the urging of the Greens)
to contribute respectively 20,000 and
10,000 German marks to support the
miners.

2. We instruct the BuVo, along with
the state groups, to build two “Solidar-
ity Weeks.” During these weeks of ac-
tion, at regional, transregional and local
rallies, the KVs [Kreisvorstand, district
leaderships] could hold discussion even-
ings, literature tables and other such
activities.

3. We instruct the BuVo, the feder-
al and state parliamentary fractions, as
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well as the European parliamentary
group, before and during these Solidarity
Weeks, to mount a truth campaign, by
means of placing ads in publications,
holding press conferences, issuing leaflets
and so on.

4. The KVs should check to see how
best they can organise local solidarity
actions, based for example on already ex-
isting t{winning arrangements between
cities (such as exchange visits, fund col-
lections for specific purposes and so on.)

9. The Greens will send a combined
delegation (BuVo, BHA [Bundeshaupt-
ausschuss, National Leadership Commit-
tee], Green members in the federal, state
and European parliaments) to Britain to
participate on the picket lines alongside
the British miners. This is to expose the
police brutality (use of horses, dogs and
clubs) and insofar as possible to deter it.
Thus, the precise times and places of such
participation will not be announced be-
forehand.

6. The BuVo and the state groups,
supported by the European group, will
prepare two summer camps for miners’
children.

7. The Federal Delegate Conference
condemns the lack of solidarity shown
by the IG Bergbau [ West German miners’
federation], and calls on this union to
stop undermining the strike of the Brit-
ish miners by allowing increases in the
exports of West German coal to Britain.

8. The Federal Delegate Conference
urges the DGB [Deutsche Gewerkschafts-
bund, German Confederation of Labor]
to support the striking miners by extend-
ing them special financial aid on an ade-
quate scale, which means millions of
marks.

The British miners’ strike against the
mine closures forced by the Thatcher gov-
ernment has been going on for over nine
months now. Their strike is not just

| about wages or even about saving some

20,000 jobs. They are also fighting a pre-
meditated and calculated attempt to con-
vert to the use of nuclear energy, which
is inseparably linked to arming for nuc-
lear war. ‘Jobs, not bombs,” as the strik-
ing miners’ wives demand!

The problems of nuclear waste dis-
posal, radioactivity and so on, have in
fact not been solved in Britain any more

j than they have anywhere else. One only

needs think of the Sellafield case [ where
the British government renamed an area

where there had been illnesses and birth

defects caused by high radiation levels
in an attempt to take the curse off it |, to
say nothing of the predictable develop-
ment toward an atomic police state [be-
cause of the alleged special needs for pro-
tecting nuclear facilities from all sorts of
spies and ‘terrorists’].

Thatcher’s so-called policies of cutting
down to the bone, which favor new pro-
duction methods and new technologies,
mean simply writing off whole regions,
sweeping away the historically evolved
structures of the mining communities.
These plans have no regard for the prob-
lems of the health, human needs or dig-
nity of the population. To the contrary,
the Iron Lady is trying to crush the re-
sistance to such antihuman schemes. To
this end, she is confiscating all the funds
and property of the NUM, and has de-
prived the miners of most of the social
benefits that they are entitled to. A
miners’ family that takes part in picket-
ing has to make do with some 244 Ger-
man marks [£67] a month, and a weekly
food packet.

It is clear that Thatcher’s aim is to
mount a head-on attack to weaken,
cripple and demoralize independent,
strong unions.

Given the ‘forced marriage’ character
of the EEC, we Greens in the Federal
Republic are affected not only indirectly
by these developments, because of the
call of solidarity. We are directly affect-
ed as a result of the pressures for econ-
omic integration fostered and exerted by
the EEC. " BRE

Supporting the British miners is also
supporting our own struggle. We must
not be so blind as IG Bergbau. This
union, in fact, has not only been con-
spicuous by its absence from the solidar-
ity campaigns but it has also short-sight-
edly sought to feather its own nest in
this case by going along with a 35% in-
crease in coal exports from the Ruhr-
kohle company to Great Britain.

In the long run, such an attitude
means sawing off the branch on which
IG Bergbau and all trade unionists are
sitting.

We have to fight this with all our
strength.  Solidarity with the British
miners is not just a moral question. It
is our own interests, our own concerns,
that are at stake.

Signed for the Greens’ European
Group — Dorothee Piermont, Wilfried
Telkaemper, Frank Schwalba-Hoth, F. O.
Wolf — and the Bonn Kreisvorstand. W
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INDIA

The threat of
Hindu communalism

The Indian people will go to the polls on December 24, after what has
been one of the worst outbreaks of communalist violence in the country’s
history, following the death of Indira Gandhi.

The new prime minister, Rajiv Gandhi, declared the elections for that
date in order to cash in on the sympathy vote. It can be confidently pre-

dicted that the Congress (I) Party

will achieve a comfortable majority of

the seats. A swing of between 6 to 10 per cent would give them a land-

slide.

It is unlikely that the honeymoon period with the new government will
last long. The basic problems of Indian society will not be solved by the
new regime and the communal card will be used by this government as it
was under the last. All the tensions and pressures which have created an
endemic political crisis of the Indian state will rapidly resurface.

The death and destruction which followed the assassination of Mrs
Gandhi, in which over 1,000 people lost their lives, showed up very
clearly the role of Hindu communalism which has been whipped up

against the minority populations. And yet there were many incidents of

Hindu-Sikh cooperation also. Out of a population of 730 million, Hindus

form 80 per cent.

In the following article our correspondent describes

the situation in the country and gives a first response to the tragic events

that have taken place.

M. NAVID

At 9:16 a.m. on the morning of Octo-
ber 31, two Sikh security guards pumped
16 bullets into the body of the Prime
Minister of India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, as
she was making her way from her resi-
dence in Safdarjung Road, Delhi to the
adjacent lawns of her office where she
was to be interviewed by the British ac-
tor Peter Ustinov and his television crew.
Her bullet-ridden body was taken to the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences
where the doctors fought an ultimately
futile battle to save her life. She died the
same afternoon at 2:23 p.m.

Gandhi’s assailants had clearly acted in
retaliation for ‘‘Operation Bluestar,” the
army assault on the Golden Temple on
June 3 which resulted in the death of
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and many of
his closest supporters who had turned
the holiest of Sikh shrines into a fortress.
In addition, extensive damage was done
to the Akal Takth, the temporal seat of
the five high priests who constitute the
highest body of spiritual and religious
authority for the Sikh community. Most
ordinary Sikhs were justifiably embit-
tered by this assault.

But if “Operation Bluestar” was an
avoidable tragedy which only compound-
ed the alienation of Sikhs from the gov-
ernment and the majority of Hindus who
had supported the action, this act of re-
venge was yet another tragic mistake
which, as events soon confirmed, was to
drive a deeper wedge between Sikhs and
the rest of the nation.

What followed was the politically most
serious communal riot and carnage since

the Partition of 1947. (1) The politics of
assassination are rarely, if ever, the way
to resolve basic political and social prob-
lems. All too often such actions prove to
be politically counter-productive in the
extreme. For this, if for no other reason,
Mrs Gandhi’s assassination has to be
strongly condemned. The political re-
percussions of such an act should have
been apparent to anyone with a modicum
of political sensibility. Indeed it is pos-
sible that the assailants did not act merely
out of shortsighted revenge, but as part
of a wider conspiracy which was well
aware of the likely consequences and
which sought to precipitate just the kind
of situation that was to develop.

In any event, the question of motiva-
tion and possible conspiracy is of secon-
dary importance to the objective impact
of the assassination, immediate as well as
long-term. The announcement of Mrs
Gandhi’s death on the afternoon of Oc-
tober 3}»was met with genuine and wide-
spread grief throughout the country. The
response of the Sikh community was
more complex. If many Sikhs in Punjab
welcomed the news of her death, most of
those outside Punjab were subdued in
their responses out of fear of the pos-
sible reaction because the assassins were
Sikhs. If some Sikhs (including a few ex-
patriates) openly celebrated her demise,
this number was wildly exaggerated and
became grist for the rumour mills and
justification for the unjustifiable and ob-
scene acts that were to follow.

Starting in and around the area where
Mrs Gandhi was hospitalised, mobs of
young males — lumpens, right-wing stu-
dents, sons of shopkeepers and others

began to go on a rampage. Sikh taxi
stands and drivers were assaulted as
impromptu road blocks were set up,
shops looted and burnt, and their houses
in various parts of south Delhi similarly
assaulted. Sikh passengers pulled out of
buses had their turbans set alight and re-
placed on their heads, others were beaten
up and in many cases doused with petrol
and burnt alive. In a few isolated cases
even women were not spared.

By the afternoon of November 1, the
rioting, killing, arson and looting had
spread to all parts of Delhi, not just the
wealthy housing estates of the south
which had been the initial battleground.
News of similar acts, though on a lesser
scale, began to come in from other states
like Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pra-
desh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Jammu,
Kashmir and West Bengal. The killings
were much more limited in the last two
states. Trains travelling in the north, west
and central parts of the country were
stopped at and between stations by or-
ganised hoodlums and spontaneously em-
bittered villagers, to pull out Sikhs and
murder them.

At the same time there were innumer-
able instances of Hindu fellow passengers
in trains hiding Sikhs at risk to their own
lives and of Hindu neighbours on housing
estates doing the same. This was the one
bright spot in a saga of brutal communal
and politically motivated violence. Had it
not been for such humanistic solidarity,
the death toll would undoubtedly have
been higher. It was only in the late after-
noon or evening of November 1 that the
government decided to call in the army to
restore order in the capital and up and
down the country. This was a criminal
delay since actual deployment and prop-
erly organised patrolling in riot-affected
areas would take another one to two days.
This was particularly true of the capital
and its immediate environs which in nor-
mal peacetime has no significant army
presence in or around it.

Divide and rule

Why this delay? First, the civilian
authority hesitated to publicly declare its
inadequacy and inability - fo control
events by calling in the army. Secondly,
the funeral of Mrs Gandhi was deliber-
ately staged so as to become an interna-
tional media event with the attendance of
all sorts of foreign dignitaries. Too much
emphasis on the need for army rule in the
capital might have dissuaded many for-
eign visitors from coming. In fact, the
decision to hold Mrs Gandhi’s funeral
three days after her death instead of
immediately within a day was unforgiv-
able creating as it did unnecessary tension
as she lay in state.

Calling in of the army early on was
made all the more imperative because of

1. In 1947, at the time of the collapse of
British rule in India, a partition of the country
was created along religious lines. There was a
Muslim majority in Pakistan.
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the complete failure of the capital’s
metropolitan police force to limit, let
alone stop, the rioting. Out of a 30,000-
strong police force, 6,000 were on leave.
Furthermore all Sikh policemen (another
6,000) were removed from active duty.
This was a major mistake, for the Delhi
police force were either passive specta-
tors to what was going on or else active

collaborators with the rioters, looters,

arsonists and murderers. The Sikh police
contingent if judiciously used in mixed
patrols and large groupings, would have
been the one arm that would have gen-
uinely sought to control the destruction
and mayhem. '

If in the early phase (October 31 to
the evening of November 1) there was a
strong element of spontaneity and class
war (the looters were invariably from the
resettlement villages which surround al-
most every middle and upper-middle class
housing estate in New Delhi), the sub-
sequent escalation of violence was almost
entirely organised by second rank leaders
of the ruling Congress (I).

If in the rest of north and central
India things were staggering back to nor-
mal by November 2, in Delhi the worst

carnage was still to come. The scenes of -

violence now shifted to east Delhi to
places like Shahadra, Trilokpuri and
Kalyanpuri where the poorer sections of
Delhi’s population live, whether Hindu,
Muslim or Sikh. If in New and Old
Delhi the numbers and proportion of
Sikhs are greater, many Sikh families,
apart from the psychological trauma of
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' Yamuna area.

Rajiv Gandhi at his mother’s funeral (DR)

those days, did manage to escape rela-
tively unscathed with no damage to life
and little or none fo property.

Across the river Yamuna, although
the percentage and numbers of Sikhs
were much less, each and every Sikh fam-
ily was affected by the rioting in one
terrible way or the other. Overall it was
the poorest of the Sikhs who suffered
most from the violent aftermath of Mrs
Gandhi’s assassination. Their ability to
protect themselves with or without the
help of Hindu neighbours was gravely
limited by the ruthless and calculated or-
ganisation of murder by these Congress
(I) leaders and their goon gangs in the
party. For the first time rape and mol-
estation of Sikh women became a feature
of the rioting.

But the Congress (I) goons would not
on theirs®wn have been able to cause such
immense damage. They acted also as
the vital instigators and organisers of the
Gujars (shepherds who are responsible for
much of the capital’s milk and dairy
needs) and Jats from Haryana who live
in the resettlement villages adjacent to
the houses of the urban poor in the trans-
The Congress goons were
able to mobilise them because of factors
which had little to do with religious or
communal passions, or even with anger
at Mrs Gandhi’s death. Originally most of
the land across the Yamuna which now

- houses the urban poor (Sikhs and Hin-

dus) had belonged to the villagers. This
land was acquired by the government
with minimum compensation promised to

the Gujars and Jat villagers. But even this
meagre commitment was often not kept
to. The urban poor were then allowed by
the government to build their small
dwellings on this land. Owing to skil-
ful manipulation by Congress politicians
it was these settlers rather than the gov-
ernment that became the focus of resent-
ment by villagers. Thus, instead of the
urban poor and the villagers uniting a-
gainst the government, they have long
been divided against each other. This
created extremely fertile ground for the
communal carnage of the first days of
November which on occasion also affect-
ed some Hindu households. That is to
say the worst carnage took place when
the army was supposed to be already de-
ployed and patrolling in the trans-Yamuna
settlements. | |

The relief camps that sprung up were
almost entirely located in the two worst
hit areas of the capital — west and east
Delhi — particularly the latter. If the of-
ficial figures of total deaths in Delhi are
around 700 (1,300 throughout the coun-
try), the unofficial and more realistic
death count in Delhi is between 1,800
to 2,000 deaths, possibly more, and a-
round 50,000 people displaced in the
capital.

Most of the displaced persons took
refuge in hastily set up refugee camps
where a large part of the administrative
responsibilities fell into the hands of
voluntary relief agencies (Mother Teresa,
Oxfam, etc.) and citizens’ groups which
had been formed during the riots. About
all the government was capable of doing
was providing essential food and medical
supplies. But without adequate admin-
istration the situation was little short of
chaotic in many of the camps. Thus the
large camp in Shanadra with about
10,000 people soon became a serious
health hazard. Inequitable distribution of
necessities added -to the tension, and
government pressure on families to return
to their homes when they continued to
feel insecure hardly helped. Even the
payment of the paltry compensation of
10,000 rupees (about £700) for each
death suffered by a family or 5,000
rupees (about £350) for property damage
was made contingent on families return-
ing to their homes. '

By now those affected by the riots are
slowly picking up the pieces. of their
previous existence and patching them up
into some sort of pattern because life
must go on. ‘“Normality” of a kind is
slowly returning. But in a more funda-
mental sense nothing now can ever be
“normal”’ for these families or indeed for
India as a whole. The political implica-
tions of what has happened are nothing
short of profound. It would be abso-
lutely no exaggeration to say that the
assassination of Mrs Gandhi and the com-
munal carnage that it triggered off con-
stitute the most serious crisis of Indian
society in the post-independence period.
It represents a qualitative leap in the de-

secularisation of Indian society and of the

state. The secularism of the Indian state
has always been deeply flawed and



weaker than that of the society as a
whole, but its deterioration in _ this
sense has now been sharply accelerated.
Communalism represents the biggest
threat to the body politic not only be-

cause it means greater repression of

minorities, but because it accelerates
the tendencies towards a break up of the
nation, and of the drift towards a
“strong,”” more authoritarian state, thus
undermining the bourgeois democratic
character of Indian society. Even if
this does not immediately result in a
generalised authoritarian system of rule,
it does mean the extension of selective
repression, growing enclaves of strict
military control and administration (e.g.
Punjab today) and systematic erosion
of various democratic rights, through
legislative enactments.

But it is the directly communal con-
sequences and implications that are the
most serious. The chances of a future
carnage and massacre of Sikhs not nec-
essarily through communal riots, but
through direct repression by the state is
now frighteningly high. Such a carnage
would be on a scale as to make what hap-
pened already look like a picnic. The
complex of factors leading to such a
terrible outcome have now achieved a
powerful dynamic.

The alienation of the ordinary Sikh
and Hindu from each other is now deep-
er than ever before and this in spite of the
fact that the bonds that link Hindus and
Sikhs in everyday life are deeper and
more complex than those between Hin-
dus and Muslims. This closeness, for ex-
ample, has not prevented carnage on a
scale which rivals, even though it does
not exceed, the scale of the worst riots
that have taken place between Hindus
and Muslims since independence.

Attitudes entrenched

Indeed, the Hindu-Sikh problem is to-
day more acute and dangerous in its
implications than the Hindu-Muslim con-
flict. For one thing, the Muslim popula-
tion is much greater, around 13%, and it
is dispersed in significant concentrations
throughout the country. Sikhs by con-
trast are less than 2% of the population
and barely outnumber Hindus in their
home state of Punjab. Elsewhere they are
an even more insignificant minority and
are also much more dispersed. Their
capacity to unite and resist communal
assaults outside Punjab is limited.

There is another important reason why
the Hindu-Sikh conflict today constitu-
tes a more serious phenomenon than the
‘Hindu-Muslim communal conflict. The
ultimate logic of minority communalism
(Sikh or Muslim) leads to separatism
(Khalistan [the demand for a separate
Sikh state] or Pakistan). But Pakistan
has already come into existence. The
worst riots between Hindus and Muslims
were associated with Partition. Subse-
quent Hindu-Muslim riots have never
come close to that scale of horror and
carnage. Indeed, many of the Hindu-
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Muslim riots of recent years can be at-
tributed to the problems created by
increasing integration (2) of Muslims into
Indian society, such as growing economic
competition between sections of the two
communities. The logic of growing Sikh
communalism, a newer phenomenon is,
however, Khalistan and this adds a nat-
tional and more dangerous and frighten-
ing dimension to the Hindu-Sikh problem.

The ground for communal carnage in
the future has been made more ferti'e
by the spread of communal attitudes
among the ordinary Sikh and Hindu. Re-
cent events have added their own signi-
ficant impetus. It is important to under-
stand that one can be sincerely against
communal riots and still be communal or
harbour many communal attitudes. The
same Sikh or Hindu who would never
dream of killing someone — indeed, who
goes out of their way to protect their
neighbour — can still contribute to a gen-
eral climate of opinion which greatly
facilitates communal leaders, lumpens or
insecure youths of the middle and lower
classes who perceive participation in riots
as an effective expression of frustrations
which have other more fundamental
causes.

Thus the ordinary Hindu in north
India who may shake their head at the
“excessive” massacre of Sikhs and indeed
have.  protected their Sikh neighbour
can also feel that to some extent “Sikhs
deserved what they got for killing our
prime minister.”” Or that “we Hindus
have been tolerant for too long. We have
been pushed around too much. Look at
what Bhindranwale did to Hindus in
Punjab and where were the majority of
Sikhs then? It’s time they got a taste
of their own medicine. Maybe secular-
ism is not worth it and we are better off
having a Hindu Rashtra (Hindu state).”

There is, of course, no rational basis
for such feelings. But they are as deep
and as widespread as they are because
such attitudes feed and flourish on a par-
tial and selective vision of events and soc-
iety. Thus, the fact that Bhindranwale
killed almost as many Sikhs as Hindus in
Punjab, or that he never succeeded in
provoking indiscriminate mob violence
against Hindus is forgotten. The idea that
the Hindu giant (85% of the population)

can ever be “pushed around” is frankly

absurd. Indeed the ultimate logic of
majority sommunalism (Hindu commun-
alism) is in a sense more dangerous be-
cause it leads not to separation, but to
the massive repression and domination of
the minorities.

The ordinary Sikhs outside of Punjab

feel more insecure than ever before.

Their bitterness towards the central gov-
ernment and its failure to prevent or con-
trol the rioting is deeper than ever, justi-
fiably so. But their communalist at-
titude expresses itself in an unwilling-
ness to condemn their own communal or-
ganisations and leaders with the same
force, or to reflect in a way which can
recognise* and acknowledge the failure of
the Sikh masses to strongly dissociate

_'thems_elves from the murderous tactics

of Bhindranwale or from the deliberate
communal politics of the Akali Dal
which has organised the Morcha (move-
ment) in Punjab. | _

In sum, communal attitudes among
both Sikhs and Hindus are more deeply
entrenched and widespread than ever be-
fore. It is in the nature of communalism
that it should make religion the most im-
portant unifying factor when in an ob-
jective sense it is not and cannot ever be.
Class, caste, regional and ethnic loyalties
are generally much more important be-
cause they correspond much more closely
to common objective needs. Sikh, Hindu
and Muslim workers have much more in
common with each other than each of
them has with their co-religionists of a
higher class or caste. Yet it is the success
of communalism that such fundamental
differences should become subsumed
under a false sense of religious unity.

Hindu ‘Rashtra’?

The beneficiaries of such a develop-
ment in India today are the active and
conscious communal forces among Sikhs
and Hindus. The false, unattainable and
unjustifiable goal of Khalistan will not
attract greater support among Sikhs.
Such an objective cannot be supported by
revolutionaries because Sikhs do not con-

stitute a nationality let alone an oppres-

sed nationality. Nor, despite their very
real secular and to a more limited extent,
religious grievances, has Sikhism been an
oppressed religion. Khalistan must not
be supported, not because “Indian unity”
is some mythical ideal that must be pre-
served but because Khalistan does not
correspond to the objective interests of
the oppressed classes among Sikhs. Fur-
thermore, it is simply not attainable. The
Indian state is too powerful and will not
ultimately hesitate to unleash the most
brutal repression of Sikhs to “preserve
the Indian union.” Nor, contrary to the
expectations of many Khalistanis will
Pakistan commit suicide; that is, go to
war with the powerful Indian state in
order to help Sikhs carve out a Khalis-
tan. Islamabad is not above utilising the
Hindu-Sikh divide for its own purposes
and in order to make things difficult for
New Delhi. But there is a definite limit
to their support to Khalistanis.

On the other side, the idea of a
“Hindu Rashtra,” the goal long propa-
gated by the RSS (Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh — National Volunteer Corps),
one of the strongest and most deeply
rooted of Hindu communal forces, will
now have correspondingly greater reson-
ance among the Hindus of north and cen-
tral India, parts of western India and
among Brahmins elsewhere. (3)

2. See International Viewpoint, No 60,
October 1, 1984,

3. The RSS was established in 1926, and was
an organisation designed to provide the shock
troops for Hindu communalism. The RSS or
ganised systematic attacks on Muslims and
carried out acts of arson and sabotage designed
1o demoralise the minority community,
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The momentum of migration of Sikhs
to and Hindus out of Punjab is growing.
This is an extremely dangerous develop-
ment because if it gathers force, it will
lead to a de facto Khalistan-type situation
which will then provoke the government
into an all-out effort to foreibly subordin-
ate Punjab and reduce its “independence”
from the rest of India, that is physically
repress Sikhs. Even before the latest
riots there had been a steady trickle of
Hindus leaving Punjab. They have more
reason today to feel insecure because of
the expectation of a ‘‘Sikh backlash” at
some time in the future.

Today Sikhs outside Punjab have been
shaken as never before. Their sense of
being a vulnerable minority is stronger
than ever before. To be among “their
own kind” in Punjab must seem the log-
ical and natural thing to do, the *“‘safer”
alternative at least for each individual
Sikh family, even if the collective out-
come of such accumulated individual mi-
grations would prove disastrous for Sikhs
as a whole in Punjab.

Although there was no immediate
“Sikh backlash” in Punjab after the re-
cent riots, as news begins to circulate
among Punjab’s Sikhs of what has hap-
pened elsewhere (Punjab is under army
rule with tight censorship) the alienation
and resentment between the two co-
munities will grow, only tempered by
the fact that some Hindus also went out
of their way to save many Sikhs. The
“Sikh backlash” in Punjab, when it
comes, is not likely to take the form of
Sikh mobs on indiscriminate rampage
against Punjabi Hindus, but the form of
an escalation of terrorist killings of in-
dividuals. If in fact the former were to
occur, the consequences can easily be
imagined. Even individual terrorist
killings might be sufficient to initiate a
pattern of future Hindu-Sikh riots that
parallels the Hindu-Muslim situation. The
events of October 31 to November 4
mark the first time in the history of
Hindu-Sikh relations that there has been
such mob violence and rioting.

The Sikh community has no leader-
ship capable of stemming the rising tide
of communalism. The leaders of the
Akali Dal (4) have proved themselves
utterly bankrupt in the recent crisis. The
top-ranking leaders, although in prison
following “Operation Bluestar,” could
have issued statements from prison con-
demning the assassination of Mrs Gandhi,
dissociating Sikhs as a community from
the act of two misguided individuals,
calling on the government to fulfil its
responsibilities to protect Sikhs and
assuring it of its full support in this task
during this period of acute crisis, and
called on the Sikhs in Punjab to refrain at
2l costs from any retaliation. Instead,
ihis leadership did nothing. It remained
slent.

In their absence, effective leadership
of the Sikhs has been in the hands of the
principal religious leaders, the five high
priests of the Akal Takth in the Golden
Temple. One of the more positive out-
somes of the recent riots has been the
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sharp disillusionment among Sikhs out-
side Punjab with this leadership for their
shameful and criminal role during the
crisis. Jathedar Kripal Singh, the head
priest, first issued a statement condemn-
ing the murder of Mrs Gandhi and then
soon after retracted this statement
“clarifying” that while the assassination
was a tragedy he neither condemned nor
supported it. Furthermore these leaders
indulged in absurd politicking (which
could have been left to later) at a time
when the most urgent need was to save
Sikh lives by cooling tensions and bring-
ing the rioting to a halt, by demanding
that the government fulfil its responsi-
bilities and assuring it of all support in
this task from the Sikh community at this
juncture.

Today the leadership of the Sikh com-
munity is in a complete mess. It is unable
to provide any perspective of what to do
in Punjab or of how to stop the growing
dynamic which is polarising the two com-
munities, the migration in and out of
Punjab, and all the other factors which
presage a possible massacre of Sikhs in
the not too distant future.

On the other side of the communal
fence, Hindu communalism has become
more powerful than ever. Despite the
much more aggressive and overt com-
munal ideology of the RSS and its po-
litical front organisation, the BJP (the
Bharantija danata Party) and the basic
communal perspectives of the other
bourgeois opposition parties, it is the rul-
ing Congress (I) that is the driving force
of Hindu communalism today. This is
something that traditional leftists (the
CPI, the Communist Party of India,
and the CPM, the Communist Party-
Marxist (5) ), have failed or refused to
grasp. There are obvious distinctions to
be made between the RSS-BJP which
talks overtly in terms of a Hindu Rashtra,
and the Congress (I) which maintains
the language of secularism and national-
ism. Nevertheless, the Congress (I),
simply by virtue of holding power at the
level of central government and in the
various states, represents a greater actual
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danger than the potential danger of a
“Hindu fascism” as embodied by the
RSS-BJP.

Thus, in the Bhiwandi riots of May-
June 1984 in Bombay (6) the massacre
of Muslims was largely the responsibility
of the Shiv Sena and the Congress (I),
not the RSS. Today it would be impos-
sible to convince any Sikh and under-
standably so, that while the RSS is com-
munal the Congress is essentially secular
— not when the organisation of the recent
carnage was undertaken by Congress (I)
leaders. What is more, these murderers
in the Congress (I) party will not be
brought to book or punished by the
coterie of top leaders surrounding the
new prime minister and head of the
party, Rajiv Gandhi. At best these mur-
derers may be denied a ticket for the
coming elections. Rajiv Gandhi and his
club of ““‘computer boys” are even less
capable than Mrs Gandhi of overhauling
and cleaning the party of its criminal and
lumpen elements. She at least was able
to establish a long-term personal dom-
inance within the party that the new
prime minister has yet to emulate. In-
deed, the deepening communalism of the
Congress (I) has to be justified, endorsed
and covered up. Thus, Rajiv Gandhi, in
his maiden public speech as prime minister,
indirectly condoned the communal out-
break when he declared, regarding the
death of his mother, that when a giant
falls there are bound to be tremors. It is
also, above all, the Congress (I) which can
provide Hindu communalism with the
most effective garb of nationalism. Thus
a future massacre of Sikhs in Punjab
would be justified as necessary in order to
prevent the emergence of Khalistan and
to preserve the ‘“‘unity and integrity of
the nation.”

4. Akali Dal, founded in 1920, is a party
composed essentially of Sikhs.

B. The Communist Party of India was found-
ed in 1928. The Sino-Soviet split in 1961
created different factions inside the party.
An important section of the base left to form
the CPI-M.

6. SeelV,No 57, July 16, 1984.
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He was followed on the same platform
by another Congress (I) leader who
launched — obviously with official ap-
proval — a tirade against the recently pub-
lished finding of two Delhi based civil
liberties organisations which accused by
name a number of Congress (I) leaders of
organising and fomenting the riots.

It is precisely this growing communal
character of the Congress (I) that has
created a dilemma for organisations like
the RSS which now have an extremely
ambivalent attitude towards the Congress
(I). On the one hand the RSS can have
no quarrel with the Congress’s increasingly
communal orientation and practice,
which indeed they endorse and support.
On the other hand, support for the Con-
gress (I) weakens its own front organisa-
tion, the BJP, in which there is already a
conflict between the ‘“liberal” minority
led by Atal B. Vajpayee which wants the
BJP to dilute its strongly Hindu ideology
in favour of a more “national” image, and
the majority which sees the bonds tying
the BJP to the RSS as indissoluble.

But the fact remains that the RSS is
increasingly lending its support to the
Congress (I), further testimony, if it were
needed, of the ‘“vanguard” communal
role played by the Congress (I) today.
The RSS attitude to the recent riots
expressed another ambivalence. The RSS
did not condone the riots but opposed
them, declaring that Sikhs were in fact
an integral part of the Hindu faith and
historically its frontier guards for a 1,000
years. This is historically inaccurate;
in fact, Sikhism emerged in the middle of
the fifteenth century.

However, the point is that the RSS
preferred to adopt a more subtle com-
munalism denying the separate religious
identity of Sikhs. Why this approach?
In effect the Pan-Hindu ideal of the RSS
pushes it to try and incorporate minor-
ities like the Sikhs, Buddhists, Sindhis
even as it excludes the biggest minority,
the Muslims. Were its pan-Hindu ideal to
exclude Sikhs then this would undermine
another of its principal goals — an “Ak-
hand Bharat” or an Undivided India.
While Muslims can theoretically be pack-
ed off to Pakistan, where would the
Sikhs go if they are to be excluded from a
Hindu Rashtra?

Nevertheless, the RSS can be satis-
fied that the idea of a Hindu Rashtra en-
joys increasingly greater popularity. It is
of course no solution. Indeed this grow-
ing pressure must be strongly combatted.
A Hindu Rashtra solves none of the fun-
damental problems of poverty and social
and political inequality. It would not
only be fatal for the minorities like Sikhs,
Muslims and Christians that make up 15%
of the population, but disastrous for
Hindus themselves. Quite apart from the
fact that the oppressed classes and castes
among Hindus would gain nothing, such
an outcome would greatly accelerate
centrifugal tendencies leading to the
break up of the country.

For a Hindu Rashtra would mean in
effect the dominance of the Hindi speak-
ing north over the rest of India, a pros-
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pect that would then be resisted with in-
reasing ferocity by its regional victims.
It is worth noting in this respect that the
recent riots and certainly the Kkillings of
Sikhs were essentially confined to the
Hindi speaking heartland of India though
the grief over Mrs Gandhi’s death was na-
tionwide.

The example of non-secular Pakistan
is a salutory one. An Islamic, avowedly
non-secular Pakistan as it was created in
1947 meant in effect the dominance of
the Punjabi speaking part of west Pakis-
tan. Which in turn led to the break away
of Bengali east Pakistan in 1971 and to
growing hostility and resistance of Sind
and Baluchi counter-nationalism in the
west. A Hindu Rashtra would be the pre-
lude to the balkanisation of India.

Anti-communal front

Objectively speaking, the increasing
communalisation of Indian society and
of the state represents the single greatest
danger facing the country. Combatting
this communalism is the major priority
for this period in Indian history. How is
it to be done?

There is not a single bourgeois polit-
ical force that can claim to be essentially
secular and non-communal let alone anti-
communal. The communist left, the
CPI and CPM although not above play-
ing communal politics as part of the elec-
toral game are fundamentally secular.
But their ability to present themselves as
an alternative pole in the struggle against
communalism is decisively vitiated by
their adherence to the view that the rul-
ing Congress (I) for all its ‘“authoritarian-
ism” is a secular alternative to the com-
munal RSS-BJP.

This stems partly from their misguid-
ed understanding of the role of the Con-
gress during the national freedom move-
ment, and partly from their assumption
that the national bourgeoisie is secular,
and it is above all the Congress (I) that
represents this national bourgeoisie. It
fails to realise that this national bourgeoi-
sie is principally committed to preserv-
ing the national market, that is the nation,
and in the face of a Sikh communalism
gravitating towards Khalistan will fully
endorse a communal onslaught against
Sikhs by the ‘“‘secular’ ruling party in or-
der to *preserve the nation.” The CPI
and CPM perspective can condone and
justify such an outcome; it can do noth-
ing to prevent it.

Thus both the CPI and CPM mourned
the death of Mrs Gandhi as the passing
away of a truly nationalist and secular
figure willing to stand up to internally
destabilising forces like the Khalistanis
who are aided and abetted by foreign
reactionary forces, for example American
imperialism whose most courageous and
principled opponent on the world scale is
of course the Soviet Union, to which
both parties are now very close. Inciden-
tally, the USSR has been consistently
putting pressure on the CPI and CPM
to support the ‘“‘progressive’” Congress (I).

The CPI and CPM are unable or unwilling
to recognise that the real danger comes
not from the possibility of a Khalistan
emerging, but of a genocide of Sikhs in
Punjab by the Indian state as communal
forces on both sides become strength-
ened and the two communities polarised.

Thus the CPI and CPM hailed the
“smoothness’” of the changeover in Con-
gress and government leadership and com-
mitted itself to strengthening the forces
standing for “the unity and integrity” of
the country, even as it seeks to elector-
ally oppose the Congress (I) in the com-
ing elections.

All of which makes the task of setting
up a nationwide anti-communal front
which opposes the communalism of all
bourgeois parties absolutely vital. This is
something that will have to be built from
scratch through the coming together of
individuals and groups able to recognise
the acute communal danger and the ab-
sence of any political force capable of
combatting it effectively.

Such a front (initial efforts have
been launched in places like Delhi and
Bombay) must necessarily be indepen-
dent of existing political parties, includ-
ing the CPI and CPM. It must develop
a programme which provides hope and
perspectives to minorities like the Sikhs
and Muslims. Such a front must demand
that the murderers of the Congress (I)
be brought to trial and punished (the
Congress (I) has ordered a major probe
into the assassination of Mrs Gandhi but
not into the behaviour of its own mem-
bers and leaders during the recent riots).
Only this will serve to reassure the Sikh
community somewhat and to expose to
a larger audience the fact that the Con-
gress (I) is the driving force of Hindu
communalism.

Such a front must vigorously oppose
the Khalistanis and the Akali Dal brand
of Sikh communalism. It must vigorously
oppose other Hindu and Muslim com-
munal organisations. It must point out
the dangers inherent in the concept of
Hindu Rashtra. It must oppose the
growing trend of migration in and out of
Punjab. It must oppose the government’s
systematic and conscious attempt to
reduce the numbers and proportion of
Sikhs in the police and armed forces. It
must challenge the flawed official sec-
ularist ideology inherited from the
national movement which does not
sufficiently separate affairs of religion
from affairs of the state.

Such a front must concretise specific
demands around each one of these
perspectives and agitate vigorously a-
round them. Only such a many-sided
and collective opposition to all commun-
alisms can offer the promise of a better
future and a leap backward from impend-
ing insanity. The creation of such a front
is the prime responsibility of this period
and must be undertaken by =l radical,
progressive and revolutionary forces in
the country. The Inquilabi Communist
Sangathan, the Indian section of the
Fourth International, commits itself firm-
ly to this endeavour. w
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POLAND

Dictatorship in crisis :
one bloody hand
washes the other

“I can no longer limit my ministry to the church grounds, even though so
many ‘“‘people of good counsel” tell me that a real Polish priest should not
go outside the affairs of his parish. I will remain among the workers as
long as I can.” That was how Jerzy Popieluszko explained his work. With
his murder on October 19, 1984, Solidarnosc lost one of the most devoted
of its worker priests, a fervent defender of trade-union rights, the rights of
workers and of citizens. He was a man who courageously denounced the
violence and the lies of the bureaucratic regime.

The assassination of Jerzy Popieluszko by agents of the security police
deprived Solidarnosc of a man who, since the outbreak of the August
1980 strikes, linked his fate to the cause of the exploited and oppressed
workers. He assumed this commitment to the workers of the Warsaw steel
p{ants by celebrating the mass for them when they occupied their work-
place.

The way in which Popieluszko was liquidated again highlights the real
nature of the regime in Poland. The political and moral responsibility for
this Kkilling falls entirely on the authorities, and in the first instance on
General Jaruzelski, as Professor Edward Lipinski stressed in a letter ad-
dressed to the chief of state (1), demanding that he resign. Professor
Lipinski, now 96 years old, is a member of the Academy of Sciences and
cofounder of the Workers Defense Committee (KOR).

The Polish authorities bear the responsibility for this murder, regardless
of whether Captain Piotrowski’s goons acted on their own or at the in-
stigation of people higher up. Even if this attack on the mass movement
was the result of the clashes between the cliques in power, it was no less
a crime committed by the regime as such. What is more, the great major-
ity of Poles have no doubt about it.

Jacqueline ALLIO and Cyril SMUGA Bartoszcze was murdered. (2) Like Jerzy
Popieluszko, they were all victims of the
same mechanisms of a regime based per-
manently on martial law,

There is no doubt that the latest crime
was conceived of as a reprisal against the
mass movement for its determined op-
position to the bureaucracy’s ‘“‘normali-

zation.” In particular, this year has been

Since the December 13, 1981 crack-
down, the repressive apparatus had al-
ready committed many murders. There
were the workers at the Wujek mine,
dozens of participants in street demon-
strations killed or “missing.”” A few
months ago, the peasant leader Piotr

Jerzy Popieluszko by a Solidarnosc poster depicting a Polish saint (DR)
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one of defeats for the bureaucracy.
There was the successful boycott of the
municipal elections farce. Then only a
few months ago after the authorities had
tried in vain to force the eleven leaders of
Solidarnosc and KOR to leave the coun-
try, they were obliged to grant an am-
nesty to political prisoners.

It is evident that a whole section of
the state apparatus reacted very badly to
the amnesty, which Jaruzelski was count-
ing on to demobilize and divide the resis-
tance movement. From the time the
anncuncement was made, the Central
Committee of the Polish United Workers
Party (PUWP — the Polish CP) was lii-
erally inundated with telegrams of pro-
test from its “base.” This opposition
hardened when the Solidarnosc leaders
released from prison were given a hero’s
welcome by throngs of supporters at
masses celebrated in their honor.

The authorities then threatened several
of these leaders with reprisals if they per-
sisted in their public activities. In partic-
ular, Wladislaw Frasyniuk and Josef
Pinior were sent back to prison for two
months for taking part in the August 31,
1984, demonstration in Wroclaw and for
having met with workers from the fac-
tories in that city.

State of war

In fact, even if the hopes of many for
a revival of open activity by Solidarnosc
have not been realized, General Jaruzelski
is far from having achieved his ends. And
this is feeding a backlash in the state
apparatus.

Last September, the journal of the
MRKS (Inter-enterprise Workers Commit-
tee) of Warsaw, the CDN-Glos Wolnego
Robotnika, noted a growing hostility to
the Jaruzelski team among the bureau-
cracy, with its “vanguard” more and
more proclaiming openly Stalinist posi-
tions. In fact, the present ruling team has
never managed to bring to heel all sec-
tions of the state apparatus. This is par-
ticularly true of the economic apparatus,
which is more broken up than ever,
divided up between cliques based in cer-
tain localities and certain industries
that compete for investment funds and
control of means of production.

However, this is only one aspect of the
affair. Paralleling the imposition of the
state of war, we have seen a series of
modifications in the relations among the
apparatuses. The PUWP, which tradition-
ally held supremacy, was elbowed out of
first place by the military apparatus and
the state bureaucracy. “In the good old
days,” the MRKS journal wrote, ‘“a
minister used to consult daily with ‘his
own’ boss in the Central Committee.
Now a head of a PUWP department has to
apply to a minister. There was a time
when Central Committee functionaries

1. Le Monde, November 7, 1984,
2. See International Viewpoint,
July 16, 1984.
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had direct access to ministerial offices.
Today, they have to make appointments
several days in advance.” (3)

The members of the military apparatus
have, at the same time, taken control of
the Ministry of the Interior, including the
political police, which also flies in the
face of tradition. This does not suit the
old cliques in the PUWP or the Ministry
of the Interior because it puts in question
their status in the state sphere, and with
it, the accruing privileges.

The failure of the normalization makes
the sections of the bureaucracy that feel
cheated quick to challenge the Jaruzelski
team in the name of a harder line calling
for a more energetic struggle against the
opposition. Some of them think that
they represent an alternative for the
Kremlin and its mercenaries.

It is against the background of these
factional struggles that a tendency has
appeared for certain sections of the Min-
istry of the Interior to want to administer
their own “justice.” We saw this with the
kidnappings committed by the Anti-
Solidarnose Organizatior. (OAS), which
tortured people accused of taking part in
the underground work of Solidarnosc.
Although the victims formally identified
a member of this commando group as
being a secret police agent, and although
Deputy Ryszard Bohr submitted a letter
signed by forty intellectuals in Torun on
this subject, the investigation has dragged
on fruitlessly, and the attacks of the OAS
have continued.

“Communique No. 1 of the OAS de-
nounced “the incapacity of the Jaruzelski
team and its security services” to wage an
effective struggle “against the cancer that
is eating away at the society — a conspir-
acy and a fashion of opposition,” that is
against Solidarnosc. Generals Jaruzelski
and Kiszczak have not been inclined to
go after the bandits of the OAS. No won-
der! From the standpoint of the regime
as a whole, they have done good work,
even if they did not bother to get an OK
first.

According to the information given by
Kiszczak in a speech on TV, it seems that
Captain Piotrowski, who admitted mur-
dering Father Popieluszko, defended him-
self with arguments similar to those ad-
vanced by the OAS in its leaflets. The
- minister of the interior has even said that

‘he suspects that ‘“‘some powerful figure”
is hiding behind the murderers and that
he has taken special security measures to
make sure that they are not liquidated in
their cells. (4)

All of this may only be a smokescreen.
The essential thing, however, is that the
leading team has been obliged to admit
that the assassins belonged to the state
apparatus, thereby revealing the deep
crisis at work in it. “An Eastern Bloc
regime has turned on its own political
police under popular pressure,” a former
Solidarnosc activist said. “And a regime
that turns on its police is simply sawing
off the branch it is sitting on.” (5)

At first glance, it might seem that
there was no reason why the regime could
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Paris December 14, 1981: a demonstration in support of Solidarnosc (DR)

not cover up this political crime the same
way it did the murder of Piotr Barto-
szcze, or institute a phoney inquiry in
order to stall for time, as it did in the case
of the murder of Grzegorz Przemyk. (6)
No reason except mass pressure and fear
of the workers’ reaction. The tension
created by the kidnapping of Popieluszko
forced the Jaruzelski team to move very
quickly to head off developments of a
scope that could have threatened it.

The arrest of Captain Piotrowski and
his two stooges, followed by that of
Colonel Pietruszki of the political police;
Jaruzelski’s decision, with the agreement
of the PUWP Central Committee to purge
the secret police apparatus; and finally
the finding of Popieluszko’s body were all
the results of mass pressure. These moves
were made under the threat of a strike
in the Warsaw steel plants and in response
to the fear that the masses who swept to-
ward the church of St. Stanislaw inspired
in the regime.

What happened after the kidnapping
of Popieluszko testified to the relation-
ship of forces that has been maintained
between the workers. and the Polish re-
gime. It is a relationship of forces that
represents a constant threat to the re-
gime, in particular if the resistance move-
ment proves capable ot‘ takmg advantage
&

Popieluszko’s murder was an attack
both against Solidarnosc and the church.
One might have expected therefore that
Cardinal Glemp and the section of the
hierarchy that supports him in his policy
of conciliation with the regime would feel
obliged to shift their position toward the
mass movement, on which they turned
their backs long ago. However, nothing
of the sort happened.

In an October 27 dispatch from War-
saw, Krzystof Wolicki, a Catholic intel-
lectual and correspondent for the Paris
daily Le Matin, wrote: “The primate,
Glemp, seems determined to make the
faithful listen to reason. Since his return
to Warsaw [from East Berlin] — alerted

perhaps by the letter addressed to him by
dissident priests, in an initiative that must
have reminded him unpleasantly of the
hated horizontal structures in the party —
Glemp has been trying to defuse what he
regards as a powderkeg. On Saturday
evening, at the request of the regime,
he ordered the evacuation of the pres-
bytery of the parish of St. Stanislaw, the
parish of Father Popieluszko. It had
served as a sort of command center of the
crisis. The official press had denounced
it that very day as a nest of the ‘master
provocateurs’ of Solidarnose.” (7)

On the following day, Sunday, Octo-
ber 28, the date of the “mass for the
motherland” that Popieluszko would
have celebrated if he had been alive,
Glemp decided to say mass at the same
time as the one in the church of St.
Stanislaw. His intention was to divert a

~section of the faithful and head off the

demonstration that the mass in Popiel-
uszko’s church threatened to turn into.
But that did not keep 50,000 people
from going to St. Stanislaw, while the pri-
mate attracted only a paltry 1,500.

It took a hell of a nerve to ask the
faithful to love their fellow man, includ-
ing GCeneral Jaruzelski and the secret
police agents who Kkilled Popieluszko.

‘The gulf that already exists between the

base of the church and the hierarchy
thus threatens to widen.

The situation created by the kidnap-
ping of Popieluszko required a firm re-
sponse by the opposition movement, even
if it could only act with caution. It could
not be excluded that the murder was a
provocation instigated bv some circles
in the apparatus that were lnoking for an
opportunity both to launch a brutal

CDN, No B3, September 18, 1984,

Le Monde, November 1, 1984.

leerutmn, November 12, 1984.

Grzegorz, a high school atudent arrested at
a demonstration, died after being beaten up
in a police station.

7. Le Matin, October 29, 1984,
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repressive operation and to take advan-
tage of that to bring about changes within
the regime.

After the institution of the state of
war, Frasyniuk, a leader of Solidarnosc
in the Wroclaw region, warned on more
than one occasion that the regime was de-
termined to crush the resistance move-
ment and that street demonstrations
could offer a pretext for it to move. In
this respect, Lech Walesa had good reason
to warn against falling for any provoca-
tion by which the masses could be used as
cannon fodder in the battle for a redis-
tribution of power going on among rival
factions in the regime.

However, on the other hand, Walesa
adopted a position rather close to that of
Glemp, offering the mass movement no
political action perspective and in par-
ticular in saying that he hoped to see a
“frank dialogue” develop between the re-
gime and the masses. In taking this tack,
Walesa demobilized the energies of the
movement and paralyzed any initiative.
For a long time, the democratic opposi-
tion circles have not concealed their
fear that a social explosion could lead
to a defeat. But what might have been
understandable, if not justified, before
August 1980, today represents an
anachronism.

The fact is that the majority of Polish
society, and in particular the working
class in the big factories, has gone through
very rich experiences of self-organization.
And we can be sure that the masses
would be able to put this to good use.
A workers’ leader like Walesa should have
been convinced of this.

Counteroffensive

Channelling the energy of the masses
in collective prayer will only allow the
regime to gain time and reconsolidate its
ranks. In other words, it will enable it
to prepare for a counterattack. In front
of the 15,000 persons assembled for a
mass in the church of St. Bridget in
Gdansk, Walesa said that Popieluszko’s
kidnappers “had played a nasty trick on

all Poles, from the premier to the ordin-
As if the workers shared .

ary citizen.”

a common interest with the:regime in

Poland! .

The mass movement has no interest in
whitewashing the head of state of the re-
sponsibility that falls to him for this mur-
der. And Walesa’s efforts to convince the
workers that a “dialogue” is possible with
the authorities can only lead into a blind
alley. A favorable situation for the mass
movement could of course lead to a new
phase of negotiation with the regime, but
only on the condition that the author-
ities thought that their backs were to the
wall. In any case, it would not be a
“frank dialogue,” but a need on the part
of the regime to make concessions and
reach a factical compromise. In any case,
the authorities will not be forced to en-
gage in dialogue by collective prayers.

Commenting on an interview in which
Walesa said that “the Polish church has
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shown that it is capable of giving a lead to
the nation at crucial moments in our his-
tory,” Financial Times correspondent
Krzysztof Bobinski wrote that “Walesa
is ready for Solidarnosc to take a back
seat in any talks between church and
state.” He added: ‘“This line will sur-
prise many of the union’s activists....But
Mr Walesa’s line is fairly clear. He is sig-
nalling to the authorities that they can
rely on calm prevailing in the country
while he demands that they establish con-
trol over their own security apparatus
and follow this up with conciliatory
policies.” (8)

Whether or not this is really Walesa’s
orientation, and his propensity to make
hasty statements that he contradicts the
next day is well known, it is clear that if
the mass movement adopted such a posi-
tion, the regime would be able to limit
the damaging effects for it of Popielus-
zko’s assassination.

For their part, on their release from
prison, Frasyniuk and Pinior, another
leader in the Wroclaw region, launched
the slogan of “‘social control over the
repressive apparatus.” A few days later,
leaders in a dozen Polish cities who were
known during the period when Solidar-
nosc operated legally as representing the
union’s more militant wing, launched an
appeal along the same lines: “Since De-
cember 12, 1981, the list of acts of terror
has lengthened considerably. There is
always only one way to stop the terror —
social control over the repressive appar-
atus.” (9)

Forcing the imposition of such control
is the objective of those who formed the
Committees to Defend Human Rights
Against Violence in Cracow, Warsaw,
Wroclaw, Gdansk and in many other
cities. It should also be possible today to
take advantage of the moral crisis that
Popieluszko’s assassination has certainly
created among the functionaries of the
repressive apparatus. On this basis, it
should be possible to appeal to them to
put up passive resistance during repressive

~ operations, to funnel information to the

underground press and the Human Rights
Defense Committees about the activities

of the repressive apparatus, to call on
" tees will only be able to operate publicly

them to try to organize themselves in
trade-union ‘commissions
sion groups.

The question can be asked, however,

whether the*Human Rights Defense Com-
mittees will be able to do public work.
The regime has just declared them illegal.

or antirepres-
& inforcement
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Will they be able to operate openly de-
spite this? That would unquestionably be
a very great success for the mass move-
ment. But only experience will show
whether the existing relationship of
forces will make it possible to force the
regime to accept this sort of activity.

Regardless of what happens in this
respect, the Human Rights Defense Com-
mittees cannot serve as a substitute for
the mass movement. If they were to take
the place of the mass movement, in fact,
that would be a very important setback,
a return to square one, to what the KOR
represented before August 1980.

From this standpoint, Walesa was
right to say that the goals of these com-
mittees are too limited in comparison
with the objectives and tasks of Solidar-
nosc, and that it would be an illusion to
think that social control over the repres-
sive apparatus by itself would be suffi-
cient to offer the country a way out of
the political crisis. In the present situa-
tion, such control and its effects could
only be very restricted.

Instead of being a substitute for the
mass movement, therefore, the com-
mittees should be complementary to it,
an initiative toward broadening its field
of activity. In order for the work of
these committees to develop in reality,
they will have to base themselves on a
greater activity of the social forces, in
particular by the factory workers. The
potential that had accumulated by the
end of October and the beginning of
November is favorable to such activity.

The immense demonstration of a half
a million people on the occasion of
Popieluszko’s burial was the material ex-
pression of this potential. But in order to
take advantage of these possibilities, it is
necessary to reject the fundamentally
wrong slogan of “Only calm can save us.”
On the contrary, it is necessary to link
the activity of social self-defense against
the terror and repression to reviving trade-
union activity in the plants by mobiliz-
ing the workers around immediate econ-
omic and social demands and in the strug-

- gle for trade-union rights, civil rights and

the rights of self-management.
The Human Rights Defense Commit-

if they are based on a rebuilding and re-
of Solidarnosc’s under-
ground structures in the factories, on the
resistance and the struggle of the workers.

The regime has just launched a very
violent campaign against a number of
Solidarnosc and democratic opposition
activists recently amnestied, and against
those priests who continue to support the
underground movement. It is a campaign
of hatred very similar to the one waged
against Popieluszko that preceded his
death. |

This is the government’s way of try-
ing to launch a counterattack. A great
deal will depend on the movement’s
capacity to contain this new assault. 3

8. Financial Times, November 7, 1984,
9. Bulletin d’information de Solidarite, No
100, November 14, 1984, 3
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POLISH DOSSIER

The birth of a new left

Jacqueline ALLIO, Cyril SMUGA

During 1984 several currents or groups of the left in the broad-
est sense, or even of socialists, have emerged inside Solidarnosc.
This process began out of a growing awareness that effective
resistance to the rule of the totalitarian bureaucracy cannot be
achieved through the sheer determination of the social and
trade-union movement alone.

It is also necessary to organise politically within the move-
ment in order to be able to draw up programmes and strategies
for struggle against the bureaucratic dictatorship and for the
construction of a self-managed republic. The enormous back-
wardness of the Polish movement in this regard is reflected more
and more in its activity. Solidarnosc is continually plunged
into a programmatic and strategic crisis which comes out more
clearly in moments of heightened political tension. But this
crisis is also felt very keenly in periods of relative calm in the
midst of the routine day-to-day activities within the structures
of Solidarnosc and particularly in the workplaces.

In response to this problem, certain attempts have been made
to take political initiatives as in the case of the Fighting Soli-
darity Organisation  which decided in the summer of 1982 to
give itself a formal structure. Up until now most of the at-
tempts to organise politically inr the workplaces within Solidar-
nosc have come from the left except in the case of the Con-
federation for an Independent Poland (KPN), a nationalist organi-
sation which has practically ceased to exist since 1981. The
other exception is Niepodlegiosc (Independence) which puts
forward the idea of a setting up of a liberal-democratic party,
but which has taken its distance from Solidarnosc, considering
it to be a movement without perspective. The initiatives taken
by the left are very limited, not so say embryonic, and at the
same time very diverse.

The majority stand on the traditinn. of the Polish Socialist
Party (PPS) was the main reformist workers’ party in Poland

from the end of the nineteenth century until 1948, when it
ceased to exist. This party played a leading role in the nation-
al and social revolution of 1905 and was the most influential
party within the structures of the ‘underground government’
under nazi occupation. The new socialists look to it mainly be-
cause this party not only defended the notion of the emancipa-
tion of labour, the demands of parliamentary democracy and
independence for Poland but it was also anticommunist. Within
Solidarnosc most people identify communism with Stalinism
and totalitarianism of the Soviet type.

Jacek Kuron and Adam Michnik were among the first to
claim to stand in the tradition of the PPS when they broke from
Marxism and began to work within the KOR before August
1980, The review Krytyka, which still appears intermittently
in Warsaw, was the mouthpiece of this current. It is generally
assumed that Kuron, Michnik and a number of other ex-KOR
members have a perspective of building a socialist party in the
future based on the traditions of the PPS. The point of depar-
ture, organisationally speaking, for this project was the building
just before the declaration of the State of War, of the Clubs for
a Self-Managed Republic and for ‘liberty, justice and indepen-
dence’ (WSN).

Since 1983 this project has been continued. It is carried out
under the banner of WSN groups although not much is heard
about them and the publications have a very limited circulation.
This comes from the fact that the main initiators of this current
were in prison up until last July.

The Committee of Resistance (KOS) has a much more im-
portant influence. It was created immediately after December
1981 as an underground structure linked to Solidarnosc and was
set up through a network of five-person groups. KCS itself
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declares that, ‘It is not a secret organisation of cadres based on
discipline and hierarchy, nor a political party with a unified
programme aiming to seize power.” The committee produces
a weekly paper, Kos (Blackbird), which has a circulation of
about 20,000 copies and which is one of the two main under-
ground journals.

Kos is opposed to the setting up of a political organisation
today because they are afraid that it would become a substi-
tute for the wider social movement, thus weakening it and un-
dermining unity. They do not call themselves socialists be-
cause they believe that ‘in Poland, as in other countries in the
Soviet empire, socialism is identified with a regime of violence,
lies and exploitation.” It is, however, generally considered to
be a current of the left. It has established contacts with certain
social democratic parties in the West and initiated contacts
with peace groups in END (the movement for European Nuclear
Disarmament), the first group in Poland to do so. As with the
WSN, the KOS represent the right-wing of the Polish left.

In February 1984 a political group was formed around the
weekly newspaper, Wola (Willpower) which is produced by
trade-union militants with links in the factories in the Wola
district of Warsaw. This group bases itself on the tradition
of the PPS. But the only group which for the moment calls
for the construction of a socialist party is the group around
the weekly Robotnik (The Worker). This paper has no connec-
tion with a bulletin of the same name set up within the KOR
in 1977, and which today no longer exists. This journal has a
circulation of several thousand copies. It is produced by mem-
bers of the workers interfactory committee of Solidarnosc
(MRKS) in Warsaw.

In some articles the Robotnik political group presents the
view of Western social democracy, whose positions and real
nature they completely idealise, as the reference point of the
whole of the international workers’ movement. On this sub-
ject it says, for example, ‘Through the methods of gradual re-
form they [ Western social democracy] try to limit the influence
of private capital, to appease imperialism in international re-
lations and to put into practice egalitarian principles in social
relations. Above all, they try to contribute to the development
of the standard of living, the welfare state and the culture of the
workers.” In the following pages we publish two documents

from this current.
This attitude towards social democracy combined with the

'methods that Robotnik puts forward for the construction of a

workers’ party, have been the object of a polemic which we
reproduce here and which appeared in the monthly Wolny
Robotnik (Free Worker), produced in Silesia. This polemic
came from a current of the revolutionary left. It is this current
which produced the journal Front Robotniczy (Workers Front)
which started publication in August 1984. They stand for a
programme of struggle for power through workers’ councils
put forward in the famous ‘open letter’ of Jacek Kuron and
Karol Modzelewski written in 1964 when they were still revo-
lutionary Marxists. The appearance in Poland of a revolution-
ary socialist current is proof of the ideological and political
radicalisation of certain sections of the Polish new left.

The following dossier is a selection of the most interesting
aspects of the debates currently going on among the Polish left.
We begin with some extracts from the polemic of KOS with
Charter 84, a document drawn up by the trade-union under-
ground commission (TKZ) of Solidarnosc in the Lenin ship-
yards in Gdansk. Following that we reprint two texts from the
Robotnik group and two from the revolutionary left. We
finish with a further article from Robotnik in which the themes
of an important debate on the history of the Polish workers
movement are taken up. L
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‘Indéﬁendént and self-managed trade unions — Solidarnosc — are the guarantee
for the renewal of the country.' (DR)

A reply to charter 84

In April and May 1984 the text of a mysterious document entitled ‘Char-

ter 84’

was circulated by Radio Free Europe.

Apparently put out by the

underground trade-union commission (TKZ) of Solidarnosc in the Lenin
shipyards in Gdansk, this document has a distinctly nationalistic and cler-

ical flavour to it.

The authenticity of the document has been neither con-

firmed nor denied by the commission in question. Charter 84 was ignored
by practically the entire underground press of Solidarnosc but it excited a

violent reaction on the part
for Social Resistance (KOS).

of the weekly Kos, paper of the Committee
Among other criticisms mainly addressed to

Radio Free Europe the paper published a lengthy analysis of Charter 84
written by one of the main organisers of KOS known under the pseudo-

nym of Dawid Warzsawski.

Dawid WARSZAWSKI

Charter 84 is made up of three sec-
tions. “An Appeal to Poles at Home and
Abroad,” “An Appeal to the Govern-
ments of the USA and Great Britain,”
and “An Appeal to the Russians, That is,
All the Citizens of the Soviet Union.”

The “Appeal to the Poles” concludes
that “our strivings for independence are
now gaining extraordinarily in purpose-
fulness.” On the other hand, “while the
Russians keep trying to force their dis-
astrous domination over us, we hesitate
to let them know clearly what is on our
mind.”....

The contents are as follows: In the
“Appeal to Governments,” we read
“the signatures the Western governments
set on the Yalta Accords have served as
tombstones weighing more and more
heavily on the grave of Polish freedom
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Below we reproduce extracts from this article.

and sovereignty. Indeed, they create the
impression that the ‘“Soviet Union is
not the guard of the East European
prison house of peoples but rather the
maintainer ofllaw and order.”....

The authors of the Charter say that
failure to oppose the ‘“Sovietization of
East Europe” could help to open up the
way for Russia to “swallow up the West
altogether.”

The main part of the document is,
however, the “Appeal to the Russians.”
In the introduction, the authors stress
that Poland’s historical distinctiveness is
due to two factors — its acceptance of
Christianity from Rome and, with that,
its incorporation into the world of West-
ern culture. The first instilled into
Polish consciousness the conviction of
“the inviolable dignity of the human per-
sonality” and that ‘“human beings are
destiqed to live in freedom.”

Secondly, our incorporation in the
Western cultural world led to accepting
certain “certain concepts and institutions
in the social and political spheres.”
Thanks to these, we are aware of the
possibility of “a social order called
democracy, which means the state has to
recognize the rights of the society, and
of a type of state called a republic, which
belongs to all citizens.” This is supposed
to be why “Poland did not set out a
course of expansion and enslavement,”
and why “here it never came to the rule
of the army, the police or a bureaucracy.”

Next, the authors of the Charter pro-
ceed to characterize those to whom the
appeal is directed. They base themselves
“on the most recent events, thus, on the
period in which, in our opinion, you
showed your nature most clearly.” The
events in question concern solely “Po-
lish-Soviet relations.”....

“When, in an attempt to save the
country, working people formed Solidar-
nosc, you decided that the course of
events in Poland had to be reversed, and
the ruling group subservient to you in
one night trampled on the accord reached
in August.” The authors conclude:
“You did not permit us workers and
farmers to have even a share in the run-
ning of our country.” They then proceed
to make an indictment.

“We accuse you of doing everything
possible to reduce us to being your slaves.”
“You are trying to block off our own
course of historical development.” “You
are frying to take God out of our lives.”
“You want to drag us into the pit of your
moral degradation.” “You want to cut us
off from the rest of our Western cultural
world.” *“You are dragging us down to
the level of your own backwardness.”
And so on.

“We accuse you, finally,” the authors
write,” of having the ultimate responsi-
bility for all the shooting that led to our
already blood-soaked soil being steeped
with the blood of the workers.”

The TKZ document goes on, picking
up an earlier thread:

“You justify all this generally by say-
ing that it is part of the established real-
ities created by war. ‘“However,” the
authors continue, “we do not feel bound
by the decisions...that created those
realities.”

In summary, the document compares
the strength of both sides and concludes:
“In terms of physical force, you have the
advantage...but the situation is reversed
as regards moral strength. It is you who
are afraid that your society will become
infected with our spirit of freedom. You
are afraid of all free nations...and above
all of your own countrymen, those
noble Russians who not only perceive the

-truth but who are more and more pre-

pared to suffer for it.”

The authors end by saying, “History
is knocking at your door. Today, it
is only knocking; tomorrow it will bang
with its fists.”

This is indeed a strange document.-
In it there is a mixture of political naivete
toward the West, dizzy glorification of
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our own past and present, and all in the
context of arrogance toward the East.
This is the stuff of all the nightmares in
Polish political life, starting from the
attitude toward the Uniates (1) and con-
cluding with the demagoguery of the
Confederation for an Independent Poland.

To be sure, this melange is the last
refuge of Polishness in moments of peril,
but it is only one more nightmare. The
fact that this view has gained the en-
dorsement of what is certainly the most
important TKZ in Poland is both signif-
icant and deeply disturbing. Therefore,
we must make a logical analysis of the
contents of the Charter.

The basic idea is, of course, valid and
important. The ultimate aim of our fight
is regaining our independence. And we
should speak clearly about this, even if
immediate tactical considerations make it
advisable to avoid raising this question in
the union’s official documents. Mobili-
zing Polish public opinion around this
question at home and, above all, abroad is
a very important and badly neglected
task of our work. It deserves every sup-
port.

Moreover, the view that the Yalta
agreements are a basic source of our mis-
fortunes is quite correct, if you consider
Yalta as the conclusion of a certain his-
torical process.

From the West they want a repudia-
tion of the Yalta agreement. From the
East, they want recognition of the bases
of Poland’s distinctiveness, hoping no
doubt that it will relinquish Poland,
stricken with the pangs of guilt and
repentance. It is striking that the TKZ
directs its appeal to the Western govern-
ments on the one hand but to the citizens
of the USSR on the other, and not the
other way around.

In both the USA and Great Britain
power is exercised, and was exercized at
the time of Yalta, by democratic govern-
ments answerable to their own societies.

It is incomprehensible that appeals on
this question should be addressed to gov-
ernments. Today, as forty years ago,
our bondage is the price the West pays for
the sake of its own tranquility. There is
little to indicate that they have come to
think that this deal has ceased to be
profitable for them, although lately
there have been some new and promis-
ing political moves on the question....

The most astonishing section of the

Charter, however, is concerned with the -

East and not the West. The title alone is
mind-boggling. “An Appeal to the Rus-
sians, That is, All the Citizens of the
Soviet Union.” They choose to ignore
the existence of the Estonians, Latvians,
Lithuanians, White Russians and Ukrain-
ians, to mention only our nearest neigh-
bors. And that’s not the worst of it.
They submit their grievances about the
West to the governments, since the
peoples of course love Poland and would
not let any harm be done to it except
through inadvertence. But they have the
audacity to turn to the Soviet citizens
and accuse them of crimes committed
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of 1905 and February 1917, the civil
war, the long tradition of anti-Communist
guerrilla warfare (lasting in some regions
up to the 1950s) prove, if any proof were
needed, that these people are no less
attached to the “distinctively Polish and
Western” traditions of democracy and re-
publicanism than any other nation. Nor
has this involved only isolated cases, as
the authors of the Charter suggest.
Moreover, considering the incomparably
higher level of repression there, I would
like to be able to believe that in a similar
situation, if it came to that, that we

} would be able to stand up as well....

It seems that the anti-Polish policies
of the Czarist and Soviet authorities were
and are still being carried out with the
full approval of the population. But be-
fore getting carried away by righteous
anger, we might recall the partition of the
Ukraine between Poland and the Soviets
by the Treaty of Riga [which concluded
the Soviet-Polish war in 1921] and the
fate of the Ukrainian minority in Poland
in the past, as well as the fate of the

= 1 colonial empires of the western democ-

by their regime, a regime that before

moving against Poland managed to
slaughter about 15 million of its own
citizens....

The picture of our country that
emerges from this TKZ document is a
dishonest glorification. We do not have
any reason to be ashamed of our history.
In comparison with other European
countries and especially our neighbors,
we come out quite well. As to whether
“Poland never set out on the road of ex-
pansionism,” the Ukrainians and Lithu-
anians should be asked about that. As
to whether, “it never came to rule by the
army here,” the victims of Brzesc [the
concentration camp set up by the dicta-
tor Pilsudski] and of the pacifications in

eastern Poland [repression of Ukrainian

peasant protests in 1930] should be
asked about that.

The worst thing is not so much that
this picture is a false one but that the
authors of the Charter seem sincerely to
believe in it. That is the only way to ex-
plain the curious ‘“indictment” they
make, blaming everything that has
happened in the People’s Republic of
Poland on the Russians. But it was Poles
who fired on the workers in 1956, 1970
and 1981. It was Poles — heirs of dem-
ocratic and republican traditions — who
made workers run the gauntlet in police
stations, who slandered defenseless
people in the press, who tormented
people in Barczewo prison. We could go
on and on adding to the list, but this is
not the point.

It is an obvious fact that the ultimate
source of power in the People’s Republic
of Poland lies in Moscow. At the time,
it is Poles who rule Poland, and with a
considerable freedom of maneuver....

Moreover, it is not true that the
citizens of the present USSR never fought
for democracy. From the nineteenth cen-
tury conspiracies through the revolutions

racies, the price that India or Algeria had
to pay for its independence. Unfortun-
ately, chauvinism is not something pecul-
iar to autocracies....

The Charter’s rhetoric is such that if
the Soviets were to distribute it on a mass
scale, it would efface the deep impact
produced by the Appeal to the Nations of
Eastern Europe issued by the First
Delegate Conference of Solidarnosc [in
September 1981]. What is more, it
would seriously compromise the Soli-
darnosc movement as a whole.

The publication of this Charter is not
only morally reprehensible but a display
of the most incredible political stupidity.
If, to use the language of the authors of
this document, history is knocking at
someone’s door, this can only mean the
“knocking of Solidarnosc” on the gates
of the Kremlin. If history ever “pounds”
there, it will only be with the fists of
these so scorned, ‘“degraded” Russian
people.

Therefore, in my opinion, the Interim
Regional Executive Committee in the
Gdansk region should take an official
stand on this document and distance it-
self from the contents. I also think that
this matter should be discussed in the en-
tire underground press and in the move-
ment for Independent Education. In-
deed, there are few matters so crucial for
our future as whether the Soviet author-
ities will be able fo keep alive the antag-
onism between the “Polaks” and the
“Ruskis” and thereby prevent these two
nations from turning against their com-
mon enemy. B

1 Uniates are catholics of oriental (Greek)
tradition who are part of the Roman Catholic
church. In the sixteenth century in Poland the
Greek-catholic church in the Eastern terri-
tories (mostly Ukrainian) annexed by Poland
were incorporated into the Roman Catholic
church. The catholics of Greek tradition were
the victims of discrimination by the feudal state
in Poland which forced the unification on them
in the framework of suppressing the aspirations
of Ukrainian nationalists.
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asserts that ‘among political currents there is room for a socialist current.’
Although this is not apparent in the following article, this group neverthe-

less idealises European social democracy a great deal. The second article

declares itself in favour of

Party (PPS).
Igor LEWY

Just before the December events,
Jaruzelski’s propagandists thought up the
slogan ‘We will defend socialism as we do
the independence of our country’. There

Is little doubt that, for most people in
Poland, the second half of the equation
is a lie. The country is not independent,
and therefore there is no independence to
defend. But this slogan contains a further
falsification: the pretence that Jaruzelski
and the apparatus defend socialism .

This cannot be, since socialism does
not exist in Poland, any more than in-
dependence does. Socialism is not some
kind of ideal state. It is not a system that
can be decreed to exist, in order to de-
fend it later. There are no socialist states
in the world, there are only states that are
more or less constituted in accordance
with socialist principles. There are cer-
tain institutional gains won in struggles
by the socialist and workers’ movements,
such as the 8-hour day, social security,

nosc movement faces two essential tasks.
The first is to break with the artificial
notion of unity of thought, and con-
stitute different political currents. The
second, just as important, is to preserve
within the framework of Solidarnosc the
united front in struggle of different po-
litical currents, to achieve aims as ele-
mentary as that of the foundation of real
direct democracy, that is to say, the im-
plementation of the programme of the
self-managed republic.

Among these political currents, there
is certainly room for a socialist current.
To be a socialist in the People’s Repub-
lic of Poland and to argue for the prin-
ciples of socialism is a particularly diffi-
cult and important task. The so-called
socialists of the Polish United Workers
Party (PUWP), who call themselves com-
munists, have not only taken our national
property but have also illegitimately ap-
propriated the traditions and demands of
the socialist movement. Their regime is
essentially anti-worker, in the same way

parliamentary democracy or even differ- il

ent forms of direct democracy, like
workers’ councils or the system of in-

ternal democracy in trade unions, as ex- §

isted in Solidarnosc before December
13,1981.

All visions of an ideal system in which
we are asked to believe, which are sup-
posedly sufficient to make us happy,
bring in their wake a dictatorship of one
or another skilful
trying to legitimise their power by basing
it on their own supposed infallibility.

The Polish workers’ movement that or-

ganised itself into free trade unions at
the end of the 1970s, still exists and has
grown since the December coup by Jar-
uzelski. It is a truly democratic move-
ment, born of the rank and file, that leads
the struggles against the system of econ-
omic exploitation and political enslave-
ment that exists in Poland. The Decem-
ber defeat convinced all the working
people of Poland that victory cannot be
won in this struggle through negotiation,
that the enemy will only bend when for-
- ced to do so, and that the only power
- that could so force it is the workplace
and inter-workplace structures of Soli-
darnose, backed up by its system of pub-
lications and clandestine education pro-
grammes,

Today, as new political programmes
are continually put forward, the Solidar-
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ideological group, §

Jan MOR AWSKI

In many social circles the question —
should the Polish Socialist Party (PPS)
be resuscitated and if so, when? — js
being raised. The forced unification
between the Polish Socialist Party and the
Polish Workers Party (PPR) in 1948 (1)
was nothing but the liquidation of the
humanist, liberal and democratic current
of Polish socialism. The banning of legal
activity by opposition parties — contrary
to the constitution — since 1947 has led
to a situation where free discussion of

that the repressive measures they use,
and the exploitation of waged work in
the factories they direct, are anti-worker
and anti-socialist,

Our task, the task of Polish socialists
in the 1980s, is the political and econ-
omic struggle within the trade union and
political parties. It is to take up the ideas
and expressions for which Ludwik
Warynski and Janek Wisniewski (1), the
workers of the Paris Commune, and the
Polish workers of the shipyard ‘Paris
Commune’ gave their lives. The first step
on this path is to take back our workers’
festival of May 1. The next step will be
the creation of socialist groups that, in
discussion and in struggle, will determine
the forms of the Polish socialist move-
ment.

We are facing the task of building a
free Poland, in which an elementary sense
of justice will be linked with modernism,
the effective functioning of the enter-
prises and the whole of the self-managed
économy. There is not such a state in ex-
istence in the world. But we can, through
our unremitting work and our struggle,
move towards such an ideal. ‘Socialism
is a movement and a way of thinking of
the future, and not the automatic realisa-
tion of a vision thought up by doctrin-
aires. ks

Robotnik, No 45, Warsaw,
January 30, 1984

- Ludwik Warynski was the founder of the
first workers’ party in Poland in 1882, the Pro-
letarvat. Janek Wisniewski was a worker. He
was murdered in 1970 in Gdynia and then his
body was taken by demonstrators all round the
town. He became a symbol for all those who

struggled from December 1970 to January
1971.

state affairs has been made impossible.
Many people have lost the ability to
decide their own ideological identity. It
is only thanks to August [1980] and
Solidarnosc that it has become possible to
distinguish a social democrat from a
Christian democrat, a liberal from a
communist. This legacy must be safe.-
guarded. It is a moral obligation for us to

1. The Polish Workers Party (PPR) was
founded at the beginning of 1943 by Stalinists
parachuted in from Moscow. The PPR fused
in 1948 with the PPS which the Stalinists had

taken over.
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develop this ideological gain and organ-
isational experience. Political parties will
undoubtedly be the natural form of
development of the democratic and
libertarian ideas of August.

But it is a long road to the reconstruc-
tion of the PPS. To have political strength
and authority it would have to have
several hundred thousand members at
least, and its leaders and programme
would have to be widely known. To
reach that point, we still need many
months of hard work. Impatient and
premature attempts now could harm the
possibilities of future expansion of the
party. This is why the task on the agenda
now is to develop cooperation between
the independent editors and journals, as
well as discussion on different aspects of
the alternative programme to the policies
of the PUWP, a programme of democratic
socialism adapted to the real conditions
of the end of the twentieth century.
Democratic socialism should therefore
be first of all constituted as a current
within the existing structures of Solidar-
nosc.

First of all, we have to elaborate
a clear vision in the discussions of parlia-
mentary democracy and self-managed
democracy as well as the numerous
conceptions of economic and social
policies that are indispensable for Poland
to emerge from the crisis, and avoid the
danger of a further retreat of civilisation.
We need, not a declaration of principles
of a few pages, as for example already

exists in the documents of the WSN [see |

the introduction to the dossier] but
developed programmes that really express
the interests of the workers. We should
have more ideas than necessary in relation
to our needs, and the possibilities of
implementing them. Only on this condi-
tion will we have the moral right to
demand a new distribution of political
power in the state, and the introduction
of new management principles.

For the time being, we still do not
have this overabundance of ideas, nor do
we even have enough. Nor are there
established links between activists or a
socialist or social-democratic orientation.
We still have, therefore, a lot of work and
consistent effort ahead. Every mistake
and inconsistent action by the elite in
power increases our chances. But their
weakness must not be the main source of
our strength. An alternative conception
of the system could only be serious and
expect a kindly interest from the inter-
national social-democratic movement if
it is based on the Polish experiences, on
our internal traditions.

If this work is carried out during 1984,
then perhaps the political council of the
reborn PPS could appear publicly from
the beginning of 1985. Only an open,
public presentation of the socialist al-
ternative by people of public esteem, and
known for their commitment to demo-
cratic socialism would be a challenge of
historic importance. =

Robotnik, No 44, Warsaw,
January 23, 1984
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Perspectives of a current
of the revolutionary left

The article we publish below appeared in July 1984 in bulletin No 20
of Wolny Robotnik (Free Worker), the organ of the Union of Workers
Councils, National Resistance Movement (ZRP-PRO) of the region of
Silesia. This text was preceded by the following introduction.

The abridged version of the article which follows is an introduction to
a discussion aimed at working out concrete forms of action. This is a
subject to which we have returned more than once in our columns in
order to explain the views and conceptions of the PRO. The editorial
board is in full agreement with the ideas of the authors in the article pub-
lished below. The latter estimates that the criticisms levelled at the
editorial board of the journal Robotnik, which we have been collaborating
with for some time, do not constitute an attack on a political adversary
but are rather an attempt to promote a concrete discussion on the per-
spectives for the Polish left in the current situation, on the national

as well as the international level.

Robotnik, the Warsaw journal, pub-
lished an article at the beginning of the
year entitled ‘The road to a new party’
(see page 19). The article begins in the
following way: ‘In many social circles
the question — should the Polish Social-
ist Party (PPS) be resuscitated and if so,
when? — is being raised.’

The first part of the question, that is,
should the PPS be resuscitated, has
indeed been raised by some activists in
Solidarnosc. This is an important ques-
tion and implies another to which we ab-
solutely must find a reply: What are the
perspectives for the Polish left? Or, more
directly: What are the perspectives for the
revolutionary current within the Polish
opposition movement?

To avoid any misunderstanding let us
define straight away the main character-
istics of this current. They are that it
struggles for the revolutionary overthrow
of the current system of power and for
its replacement by a self-managed repub-
lic. It sees the working class as the motor
force of such a revolution. It upholds the
traditions of revolutionary thought of the
workers’ movement, counterposing work-
ers’ control and socialism as the alterna-
tive to the current Stalinist system.

Altheamgh still limited in strength, such
a revolutionary current exists in Poland
and is struggling within the structures of
Solidarnosc. Its views find a growing
echo among members of the opposition.
Many of the latter would never define
their views as revolutionary or to the left,

 but they, nevertheless, support the main

proposals of the revolutionary current.
This is because, in their eyes, these posi-
tions best answer the political situation
in Poland and the conditions in which the
working class finds itself.

The journal Robotnik has a clear and
simple vision of the future of the Polish
left: it will be necessary to reconstruct
the PPS and to make it into a social
democratic party. The first error of the

editorial board of Robotnik lies in the
way they pose the question of organising
the left.

For these authors, the party — in the
case the PPS — is the only possible solu-
tion to the problems of organisation, and
its construction must be undertaken im-
mediately. And this must be done in
several ways, mainly from above, by
people with some social standing, who are
known for their contribution to the cause
of democratic socialism, presenting the
socialist alternative.

The article in question states that ‘the
task on the agenda now is to develop
cooperation between the independent
editors and journals, as well as discussions
of different aspects of an alternative pro-
gramme to the policy of the PUWP,
a programme of democratic socialism
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suited to the real conditions at the end
of the twentieth century.’

Unfortunately, we will not construct
a workers’ party with just an alternative
programme to that of the PUWP. It is
not this sort of programme that we need
but a programme of struggle against the
PUWP and the bureaucracy.

It is significant that the articles on pro-
gramme and organisation published in
Robotnik fail totally to mention the
problems of the present struggle of the
working class and of the strategy that
the structures of Solidarnosc should
adopt. For the authors of Robotnik
there is a complete separation between
on the one hand, the party and the pro-

gramme, and on the otherthe perspectives

for the struggle against the authorities.

Viewed from this standpoint, the
problem of building a new organisation
of the left no doubt seems very simple.
But this is just an illusion. The building
of an organisation is not just a matter
of raising a slogan ‘Build the PPS’ and
putting out an attractive programme.

On the contrary, it is necessary to
combine two levels of activity, to draw
up a class-struggle programme and, on
this basis, to build an organisation of the
most active militants. Posing the ques-
tion of whether it would be useful today
to resuscitate the PPS, without raising the
question of the role that this party should
play in the perspective of overthrowing
the totalitarian bureaucracy cannot
amount to more than an abstract exer-
cise. That is, unless the party they mean
is one made up of a small group of in-
tellectual dreamers....But we know that
this is not the sort of party under dis-
cussion.

The second major error committed
by the editorial board of Robotnik
has to do with the political character of
any new party. The name itself — Polish
Socialist Party — is not crucial. But the
assertion that the new organisation of the
left must have a social-democratic out-
look involves a misunderstanding.

In fact, there are many political ideas
put forward in Robotnik that are in
direct contradiction, and justifiably so, to
the programme and the practice of social
democracy. Nonetheless, the authors
of the articles published in this journal
not only state that social democracy must
be the political creed of a future PPS, but
they are full of praises for the achieve-
ments and work of these Western social-
democratic parties.

In another article, the author draws
the attention of the reader to the intrinsic
stability of the capitalist system, compar-
ing it to the instability of the Polish sys-
tem. Then drawing the conclusion that
‘the communists and their system cannot
be negotiating partners for the PPS
comparable to what the capitalist system
is for the Western social democrats.’

Such a gross oversimplification cannot
be allowed to pass without comment.
The capitalist system is not merely in
partnership with the West European soc-
ial democrats. These parties are inte-
grated into the system; they provide an
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indispensable safety valve, defusing the
spontaneous uprisings of the working
class and diverting social protest into the
parliamentary road.

Moreover, the main leaders of these
Western social democratic parties often
occupy leading posts in the banks and in
the large capitalist enterprises. It would
be more accurate to compare the West-
ern social democrats to the liberal cur-
rents in the PUWP. Like them, the
Western social democrats criticise certain
isolated socio-economic  phenomena
whilst fiercely defendingthe system itself.

Is the Robotnik editorial board trying
to fool its readers or fool itself? Because
in other articles about the current situ-
ation in Poland and about the problems

of the opposition movement, one finds
ideas that are a million miles away from
the reformist conceptions of social
democracy. ‘...the task of Polish social-
ists in the 1980s is... to take up the
watchwords and ideals for which Ludwik
Warynski and Janek Wisniewski, the
workers of the Paris Commune, and the
Polish workers of the Paris Commune
shipyard gave their lives’, Igor Lewy
wrote in an article reaffirming that
Jaruzelski is no defender of socialism
(see page 19).

In another article, the same author
talks about ‘a total transformation of
the power system’, because ‘no compro-
mise is possible any longer today’. These
words express the political conceptions
of the revolutionary left. They have
nothing, absolutely nothing, in common
with social-democratic ideology. So why
has the editorial board of Robotnik, a
journal which, without doubt, is one
of the best currently produced by activ-
ists in Solidarnosc, decided to launch this
proposal for building a new party immed-
iately and what is more for building a
party of a social-democratic character?

Perhaps the determination to form
such a party as soon as possible derives in
part from a loss of faith in the effective-
ness of political struggle now being waged
by the underground mass movement.
Some texts published in Robotnik, sug-
gest a certain feeling of disillusion with
the attitudes of Polish civil society: ‘The
silent majority watch television, drink
vodka, spit, sigh, hate and pray for
lightening to strike from a cloudless
sky. Civil society allows itself to be
easily friglifened by the thinking of the
vanguard, and that is true in all strata’.

But the choice of a social-democratic
orientation for the new party seems even
more bizarre. One might accept that in
present conditions the editorial board
of Robotnik considers the term ‘social
democrat’ to be less repellent than the
terms ‘socialist’ or ‘left-wing’ or ‘revo-
lutionary’, even though they frequently
use these words themselves as synonyms
— except for the last one of course.

Perhaps the position of Robotnik is
explained by the hope expressed in the
article entitled ‘The road to a new party’
that the new PPS ‘could count on a lively
interest from the international social-
democratic movement.” However, it is

out of the question that any European
social-democratic party would undertake
the risky operation of giving material
help to an opposition party in Poland
that no one is familiar with.

The reality is that the Western social
democracy remains one of the biggest
obstacles, in these countries to revolu-
tionary changes similar to the building of
workers’ self-management as called for in
the programme adopted at the Gdansk
congress. (1)

The questions raised at the beginning
of this article still remain: What are the
perspectives for the revolutionary current
in the Polish opposition? What are the
organisational forms necessary for the
consolidation of this current? The time
has not yet come for building a revolu-
tionary socialist party. But the class
struggle itself forces us to build and
develop, within the structures of the
union, a broad tendency that declares its
support for a revolutionary solution to
the Polish crisis.

Such a tendency — the workers’
opposition to the totalitarian bureaucracy
— will not be united organisationally.
The workers’ opposition will be made up
of various structures, commissions, jour-
nals, publications, bound together by a
common strategy of struggle for a work-
ers’ republie.

Forming such a workers’ opposition,
which is basically a form of the work-
ing-class struggle, is becoming a more and
more urgent task. But this requires
organisers, a group of activists who will
get down to the job of building the work-
ers’ opposition as a tendency within the
union. The first task of the revolution-
ary left in Poland is to set up such a
grouping.

Let us end by quoting from an article
which appeared in issue No 13 of
[Polish] Inprekor, the journal of the
Fourth International: ‘What is needed is
to develop an agreement between
people willing to take action and united
around a common conception of immed-
iate and long-term tasks for the move-
ment, which flow from the objectively
revolutionary dynamic of this movement,
as well as by a determination and capac-
ity to work together to accomplish these
tasks.’

This conception seems to us to be
quite correct. The construction of the
first organisational structures of the
Polish left created on the basis of an un-
derstanding among the revolutionary left
can only be carried through successfully
if we concentrate on the needs of the
class struggle itself.

Any elaboration of programme must
be linked to this and the struggle itself
will show us the right time to transform
the revolutionary left into a qualitatively
superior form of organisation. N

Wolny Robotnik, ZRP-PRO
of Silesia, July 1984

1P The first national congress of Solidarnosc
which took place in Gdansk, September-Octo-
ber 1981.

. ;

21




The international logic of the situation

It is not national anftagonisms that
frighten the Nomenklatura people in the
Kremlin and Warsaw contrary to what
might be thought. They exploit these an-
tagonisms, setting workers of different
nationalities against each other, and
thereby keeping them from organizing
joint workers action on an international
scale. This has made it possible, for ex-
ample in the USSR, to build up an ideo-
logical underpinning of Great Russian
chauvinism for the rule of the Nomen-
klatura, in addition to the regime’s base
in the administrative and police apparatus.

Moreover, this has a reciprocal effect.
Anti-Russian phobias serve asa ‘“national”
compensation for the oppression and ex-
ploitation suffered at the hands of the
native Polish totalitarian bureaucracy.
The Russians are fed on descriptions of
the hatred that the Poles have for them.
In this respect, unfortunately, the Soviet
Communist Party propaganda does not
have to make up a lot. By way of reac-
tion, this fosters a still greater aversion
to Poles among Russians, and so on.
While all this is going on, Chernenko and
Jaruzelski are having a good time. They
would rather not think about what would
happen if the workers on both sides of
the River Bug [the river running along the
Polish-Russian border] got together one
day and stopped hating each other.

The Nomenklatura people are not
worried about the lack of friendship and
still less by hatred among nations, in par-
ticular in those countries under the dom-
ination of “fraternal parties.” Because
this is an essential precondition for the
functioning of reciprocal interventions
(1) within the framework of the ‘“‘camp.”
What they are afraid of is that people
will take the official friendship seriously,
because from that it is only one step to
internationalism, that is
solidarity among the workers and revolu-
tionary struggle against the Nomenklatura
and capital.

If we do not want to see antibureau-
cratic movements and uprisings contin-
ually end in an impasse, it is necessary to
combine social and national objectives
with a clear definition of an international
strategy. In the present geopolitical situa-
tion, we should regard every sort of non-
internationalism as — to call things by
their proper name — the concentrated ex-
pression of political cretinism. And this
is both from the standpoint of the strug-
gle for the liberation of the working class,
as well as from the standpoint of the na-
tional struggle for the right of peoples to
self-determination.

The national gulf deliberately widen-
ed by the totalitarian bureaucracy, that
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separates Polish workers from Ukrainian, _

Czech or Russian workers represents ex-
actly the distance that separates these
workers from freedom and these nations
from independence, both internally and
externally.

There is an objective need for interna- §

tionalizing the dynamic of the processes
of the August revolution that have arisen
in Poland, which, as history has shown, is
the weak link in the chain of the rule of
the totalitarian bureaucracy. The only al-
ternative to this is suicide in isolation.

We do not have the means to afford the

luxury of a philosophy of struggle con-
fined to a national ghetto in the condi-
tions of a determined political geography
in the international arena.

Despite the bureaucratic counterrevo-

lution initiated by the December 1981

putsch and which is continuing today,
the revolutionary forces set in motion in
August 1980 are continuing to operate.
But whether they will be the spark that

lights a future flame or the slowly dying =

embers of the past depends on solving the
principal dilemma. Despite the meta-
phorical way this was put, the dramatic
choice before us is quite clear: Either
these forces will continue to develop
along a revolutionary axis of internation-
alism, or they will continue to decline in
the downward spiral of isolationism.

If we do not want to see Soviet tanks
sent against a workers’ revolution in Po-
land or in some other countries, we have
to begin eliminating the antiworking-class
repressive forces and their social base in
the Soviet Union itself. Exactly forty
years after the export of the bureaucratic
anti-imperialist revolution from the
USSR to Poland, we find ourselves ob-
liged to begin to export the antibureau-
cratic workers’ revolution from Poland to
the USSR. This is not only possible and
feasible, in particular considering the
means at the disposal of the leading bod-
ies of Soffdarnosc and if there is a strate-
gic reorientation and an attempt to find
the concrete way of relating to the work-
ing class as the fundamental protagonist
in the struggle. It is also necessary.

The present phase can, and must, be
characterized as a “revolution halted at
the crossroads.” The revolutionary situa-
tion has to be defined as one that demands
a choice between two alternatives — inter-
nationalization or continuing self-limita-
tion. Internationalism, so much be-
smirched by fools and rightists, is first of
all a historical social question of achieving
the essential precondition for the work-
ers’ movement to act to emancipate
labor. But it is also, in the strict sense, a
practical question, how to fight so as not

Transport strike in Warsaw, August 1981 (DR)

to lose again. It does not matter very
much in fact whether defeat is the re-
sult of foreign intervention, as was the
case in Hungary or Czechoslovakia, or of
a domestic counterrevolution. The lat-
ter was possible in Poland as a result of
the revolution being paralyzed by a gen-
eral awareness of the external threat
posed by the Soviet totalitarian bureau-
cracy.

If our fight for freedom and indepen-
dance is not to resemble a labor of
Sisyphus, we have to reject the substance
of nationalism that leads inevitably to iso-
lating the struggle that we are waging and
to defeat. Historical and ethnic antagon-
isms cannot replace the struggle for social
and national liberation in its international
dimension. .

To be sure, we do not want to revive
the errors of [Rosa] Luxemburgism, that
is, a mechanical notion of international-
ism that leads to underestimating the
question of national independence. But
it will not do either to fall into the op-
posite extreme, underestimating the im-
portance of international workers’ soli-
darity. Without the latter, and we cannot
have any illusions about this, we have no
chance of overthrowing the system of

1. In 1969, the Polish army intervened in
Czechoslovaka to c¢rush the Prague Spring,
along with the armies of East Germany and the
Soviet Union. Now, if the Warsaw Pact under-
took an intervention against Poland, Czecho-
gslovak forces would probably be included.
et i
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rule of totalitarian bureaucracy. And we
are not exaggerating!

As an appendix, we present some con-
crete proposals for exporting the revolu-
tion.

— To wage an informational and
agitational campaign directed at the Sov-
iet military units stationed in Poland (for
example, distribution of leaflets and press
statements in Russian on the bases of
these units, either by dumping them there
or passing them from hand to hand).

— Organizing radio broadcasts from
Poland for Byelorussia, Czechoslavakia,
Lithuania, East Germany and the Ukraine,
in the languages of these countries (for
example, regular broadcasts from con-
stantly moving transmitters, a means
that is already used in Poland).

— Use of clandestine print shops and
print shops outside the country for the
needs of dissident and opposition groups
in our neighboring countries, but also
organization of Solidarnosc’s own infor-
mation service for these countries. Pri-
ority should be given to East Germany
and Czechoslavakia, whose frontiers are
particularly penetrable, and where we will
get our first foreign readers.

— The establishment of durable in-
ternational contacts and coordination of
common antibureaucratic actions with
opposition groups and independent
groups in the nearest countries of the
bureaucratic camp and the setting up for
them of an independent information ser-
vice in order to counteract the anti-
Polish and antirevolutionary propaganda
conducted in these countries , for exam-
ple, by disseminating the major docu-
ments of the August [Gdansk] accords.

Besides this “outward work,” it seems
important to undertake “inward work”
also that will facilitate the former.

— Condemnation of Great Russian
chauvinism, which was combatted by
Lenin in his time, and clear support for
the fight for national independence by
the Soviet nations dominated by Russia.
This should go hand in hand with stop-
ping and condemning anti-Russian propa-
ganda in the underground press. Just as
earlier not every German was a fascist,
today not every Russian is a chauvinist.

— Combatting the national phobias,
as well as having a critical attitude to ten-
dentious nationalist literature and nation-
al history....

—  Bringing pressure to bear from be-
low on the Solidarnosc leadership for
developing international collaboration in
particular with the Eastern European
countries, which should be accompanied
by an extensive testing by Solidarnosc
of a political strategy and of public
and active positions for relating to the
national and social problems in the USSR
on a fraternal revolutionary basis. &

Proletarians of the world, unite for
your liberty and ours!

Front Robotniczy (Workers Front)
No 1, Warsaw, August 12, 1984
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The birth of the people’s republic

Debates on nationalisation |

Stalinism has reduced historical science to the level of a method for
Justifying their errors at any particular point in time. It is also used to
muddle society’s awareness of history, by separating it from its real roots.
For a long time now, their opponents have been trying to counterpose to
this official history some kind of ‘true’ history made up of the oral tra-
dition and of the official histories accepted in the past. The rediscovery,
on a mass scale of the works of pre-war or emigre historians was an im-
portant phenomenon during the period when Solidarnosc could operate
legally and it continues today. The historical debate is an important com-
ponent of the process of political consolidation under way in Poland
today. The different left currents are not outside of this debate as this
article, published below, illustrates. (1) The article is anonymous and was
printed in the form of a short pamphlet by the Warsaw journal, Robotnik,
in 1984. Robotnik has also published several historical articles presenting
different views to the ones expressed here.

The following article is interesting mainly for two reasons. First, it
shows that forces in the antibureaucratic movement feel the need to
combat the attempts of the Stalinists to claim all the credit for overthrow-
ing capitalism in Poland. Secondly, it represents an effort by the under-
ground movement to recover the truth about the mass revolutionary up-
surge in Poland, toward which the Soviet authorities and their Polish
acolytes in fact took a negative attitude, although they later went on,
for their own reasons, to abolish capitalism and set up collective econ-
omic forms.

The following document is not clear about the contradictions of the
Polish Socialist Party in the period in question. But since this party has
not existed for decades and the official histories give only a Stalinist ver-
sion of its history, this is not the first concern of antibureaucratic opposi-
tionists in Poland today. It is, however, a question that oppositionists will
have to deal with more as the debates progress, as other articles in this
dossier indicate, for example, the article criticising Robotnik for identify-
ing itself with Social Democracy.

The problem of assessing the West European Social Democratic parties
is a current problem for the Polish opposition. The contradictions of left
Social Democracy in revolutionary periods is not something that the post-
war generations in Poland have seen, much less experienced. The funda-
mental thing for them is to rediscover the objective, democratic and plur-
alist nature of mass movements for overthrowing capitalism.

In the official histories it is common land. The proposals for reform were

to hold up the Polish Workers Party
(PRP) (2) and the Communist camp as
the only consistent supporters of the
socialisation of the means of production,
in contrast to other groups (legal or il-
legal) which in some indeterminate way
had denied this principle by defending,
0 a greater or lesser extent, the old capit-
alist relations.

In reality even a superficial knowledge
of the period 1944-1945 allows one to
put forward an opposing argument.
That is, there were only a small number
of isolated individuals who defended cap-
italism as the future economic system for
Poland, and amongst the political parties
only the most right-wing (the National
Party — SN) supported the idea. The vast
majority were in favour of changes in the
direction of socialisation of the economy.
Amongst these the PRP was not by any
means the most left-wing.

In order to counter the official lies it is
therefore useful to recall the main ideas
for tranforming the economy spelt out by
the [World War II] underground in Po-

formulated on the basis of the objective
situation in society. They cannot be
assessed in abstraction from the reality
of Poland between the wars and in the
period of the occupation.

I do not pretend to be able even to
sketch the history of the Polish economy
here. Nevertheless, it is necessary to re-
call certain facts.

The economic system of the Second
Republic (3) was a capitalist one. But it
was a specific form of capitalism. Its
peculiarity lay, first and foremost in the
weakness of indigenous private property.

1. Readers interested in the period 1944 to
1948, when the workers’ state was established
in Poland could also look at the article pro-
duced in Polish Inprekor and then reproduced
in English in Intercontinental Press, Vol 22,
Nos 20 and 21, October 29, 1984 and Novem-
ber 12, 1984, under the headline, ‘A strategy
for Polish revolutionaries’.

- The PPR fused with the PPS in 1948 to
form the PUWP — the Polish United Workers
Party, the Polish Communist Party.

3. The Second Republic is the term used to
describe the national bourgeois state in Poland
from 1918 to 1939.
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The remarks of two well-known personal-
ities representing opposite poles of opin-
jon — R. Dmowski and J. Ryng (4) —
defining Polish capitalism as a ‘capitalism
without capital’ are symptomatic of this.
In this situation, foreign and state capital
played the key role. This is apparent in
the statistics for company stocks and
shares in Poland in 1935, where we read
that state and foreign capital together
made up about 72% of all company
stocks in Poland, as well as 95% of all
capital. Indigenous private property
represented 28% of company stocks and
shares and 5% of all capital.

It is therefore not surprising that the
former minister of finance J. Zdziechow-
ski concluded in his book The myth of
the gold standard (1937) that: ‘The
nullity of the sort of ownership that
exists makes a mockery of the idea of
Polish initiative in the private sector.
He added that ‘this is the main reason
for the development of a system of
state control of the economy in Poland.’

It is true that state control of the
economy in Poland in the inter-war years
had come a long way. The statistics for
the year 1937 illustrate the role of the
public freasury in the different branches
of production and services: coal mining,
24%; oil refining, 20%; steel, nearly 70%;
machine-tool industry, about 50%; car in-
dustry, 100%; chemical industry, 25%;
electronic industry, 12.5% (but 84 %
in the telecommunications industry);
merchant marine, 97%; banks, 46%; in-
surance, 48%.

Across all branches of the economy
the participation of the state was esti-
mated at around 44 per cent, which put
Poland ahead of all other European coun-
tries as far as state intervention was con-
cerned (apart from, of course, the USSR).

In the opinion of Boracz, the publisher
of Przebudowa, the theoretical organ of
the Polish Peasants Party (PSL), state in-
tervention in Poland in the inter-war
period played a dual role: economic,
insofar as it complemented the weakness
of the private sector; and political in that
it was the basis of the influence on the
bureaucracy, which dominated the Sanacja
regime. (D)

In conclusion, we can say that the sys-
tem in Poland before the war upheld only
certain elements of a classic capitalist
system. Important limitations on free
competition (a strong private monopoly
held by foreign capital, state intervention
and a high degree of nationalisation)
gave it a peculiar character, typical of a
majority of the countries of central and
Eastern Europe.

The 1939-1945 war and the double
occupation (in 1941) of Polish territory
[by the USSR and Nazi Germany] led
to a new weakening, from the economic
point of view, of the foundations of pri-
vate enterprise. In both the German oc-
cupied territories and in the Soviet part,
a resolute policy was instituted of ex-
propriating private enterprise and unify-
ing the structure of property. This meant
either takeover by the state, or in the case
of territories seized by the Reich, incor-
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A Solidarnosc headquarters with a poster of Lenin (DR)

poration into German businesses and
monopolies. These enterprises were then
subordinated to the war policy of the
state.

This process was reinforced as the war
progressed. The remainder of private
capital was systematically liquidated, and
productive activity [that is, to meet
positive human needs] was reduced to a
minimum. As a consequence, in those
Polish territories that were later included
in the People’s Republic of Poland,
there came ready made, from the econ-
omic point of view, a state system domin-
ated by state property and state capital-
ism, which were subordinated to political
needs and to the war. This specific ‘econ-
omic’ revolution involved an important
challenge to the pre-war property arrange-
ments, shaking the already feeble founda-
tions of Polish capitalism to its roots.

Assessing this state of affairs, the
Economic Bulletin (organ of the Polish
government in exile in London) wrote
that ‘a change in the economic and social
fabric, which is revolutionary in its scope
has been accomplished. It is character-
ised by the fact that the reestablishment
of the previous state is not possible either
from a technical or psychological point of
view, as well as by the fact that this
change has remained incomplete and has
not estallished a new state. The first
act of this revolution has already been
accomplished. What the second act will
be, we do not know’.

The objective changes in the structure
of property weakened and even made
impossible, the restoration of capitalist
relations in post-war Poland, even to their
pathetic pre-war level.

Alongside of these changes a perhaps
decisive role was played by developments
in the consciousness of the masses in an
anti-capitalist direction. The ‘process of
radicalisation’ which affected not only
Poland, but nearly all of Europe (in a way
similar to the revolutionary wave after
the First World War) had several causes:
internal, national and general. The major-

........

ity of society, although recognising the
authority of the underground state and
the London government based on the
1935 constitution, without any hesita-
tion, were not prepared to accept a return
to the political and economic system of
the pre-war era. These changes developed
all over occupied Europe, linked to the
struggles of the broad masses against
fascism and totalitarianism. Transforma-
tion of the political and economic struc-
tures in accordance with the principles of
democracy was a general aspiration, ex-
pressed by everyone. Everywhere, similar
demands came up; for nationalisation,
economic planning, extension of parlia-
mentary democracy, for social reform,
etc.
In Poland, where a majority of society
was subjected to economic exploitation
and fierce political repression, which
created an almost completely exploited
class of wage-earners, radicalisation devel-
oped rapidly (especially in 1943-1944),
reaching a level which was easily recog-
nised by the bourgeois heads of the Army
of the Interior (AK), as well as by the
centre and right-wing components of the
Polish underground.

In a special report to the commander-
in-Chief dated May 22, 1944, the AK
commander Tadeusz Bor Komorowski
wrote, for example, that there was “a
huge ideological turn to the left....A more
or less general demand for control of
economic life by society as a whole, for
the ending of the concentration of wealth
in private hands beyond a certain mini-
mum and for the end to privileges for in-
dividuals or social groups. This is a strong
radicalisation. The authorities who try

4. R. Dmowski was the main leader and
ideologue of the National Party (SN) — the
main reactionary fascist party before 1939.
J. Ryng was the leader of the Communist Party.
5. Sanacja, literally ‘cleaning wup’, is the
general name given to the regime which e
merged from the coup d’etat of Marshal Pil-
sudski in May 1926. It was a repressive regime,
which did not succeed, however, in crushing
political and social resistance.
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to halt this process will expose the coun-
try to many upheavals.’

The theory that it was only the PPR
and the groups working with it that gave
political expression to this radicalisation
by developing a programme for the trans-
formation of society is simply an obfus-
cation by the official histories. This
theory counterposes the Communist
camp to the underground ‘London group’
organisations, which were presented as if
they defended the old social structures
against the aspirations of the majority of
society. This theory is just as schematic
as the one that even denies the basic facts
of the radicalisation or claims that it
was the result of ‘Soviet influence’.

The ‘London camp’ was never mono-
lithic. From the beginning within its
leadership there were representatives of
the peasants’ movement (the Peasant
Party — SL ‘Roch’), and the Socialists
(WRN, which was the continuation of the
Polish Socialist Party — PPS) had a strong
influence. These two parties made up
part of the ‘big four’ (Peasants Party,
WRN, Workers Party and the National
Party) which dominated Polish under-
ground politics inside the country and in
exile.

In the first years of the war (the SL
in 1940 and the WRN in 1941), these
parties published their programmes for
social and economic transformation, in
which great stress was placed on the need
for transformation of important indus-
trial and agricultural properties. They
based themselves on the radicalisation at
the end of the war in order to exercise
ideological and programmatic influence
on the leadership of the underground
movement.

The general evolution of society to-
wards the left found its expression in
the documents of the underground move-
ment. One example is the statement of
the underground parliament, the Council
of National Unity (RJN) (6) dated Aug-
ust 15, 1944, and entitled, ‘What the
Polish People are Fighting For’. De-
scribed in Communist propaganda as con-
ciliatory, partial and ‘a swindle’ (as if the
manifesto of the PKWN — Polish Com-
mittee for National Liberation, was not
also ‘partial’ and ‘a swindle’), this state-
ment was in fact an important document
illustrating the evolution of Polish polit-
ical thought and reflecting the political
opinions of both the broad masses and
elite groups.

Proposing the reestablishment in the
new Poland of a parliamentary republic

and the realisation of fundamental socio- @

economic reforms (agrarian reforms, na-
tionalisation of large industry, economic
planning), this statement was the most

radical of all the official expressions of |
And it is not 3

underground movement.
irrelevant to recall that it was a well-

secretary general of the PPS, Kazimierz
Puzak, who was president of the RJN.
The Warsaw insurrection was often

known as the August revolution — a fact ™

that the official histories never mention —
and it was an important moment in the
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crystallisation of tne real social revolu-
tion. The description of it as a revolution
is not accidental. The social content of
the revolution and the political docu-
ments both accord to it the character of
a revolutionary assault, which combined
the goal of independence with social and
democratic demands, although this revo-
lution was limited territorially.

The August 15, 1944, manifesto of the
RJN is significant from this point of view.
There we read that ‘the system of a
future republic will be founded on polit-
ical liberty and social justice. The foun-
dations of the system in the democratic
republic of Poland would be: a demo-
cratic electoral law for the election of
legislative and self-managed bodies, which
would accurately reflect opinions within
society; the transformation of the agri-
cultural system through the parcelling out
of German possessions and all the land-
holding of more than fifty hectares; the
socialisation of the main industries, the
participation of white-collar and manual
workers in the management and control
of industrial production.’

Zygmunt Zaremba, one of the lead-
ers of the WRN and of the PPS before the
war, had thisto say about the programme:
‘Here we find the outline for a real
democracy, going towards a fundamental
transformation of the socio-economic sys-
tem of the state. The Polish Socialist
movement can be proud because these
are the kind of programmatic principles
that everyone here supports.’

The proclamation of the laws and de-
crees (three volumes of the ‘Law Journal’)
was a revolutionary act of the Warsaw
insurrection that determined the founda-
tions of the new system. Before the de-
crees of the Popular National Council
(KRN) (7), the organs of power in under-
ground Poland voted for the principles of
agrarian reform, for the socialisation of
the means of production (the law on the
factory councils), and for a self-managed
society (the law on regional self- govern-
ment). :

This revolutionary aspect of the in-
surrection has been neglected both in
Communist propaganda and in the propa-
ganda of right-wing emigres. They show,
however, within society — or at least in
the political and cultural centres — the
existence of a real vision of a new Po-
land.

.............

known Socialist militant, for a long time

Zygmunt Zaremba analysed this phen-
omenon in the following way: ‘The ideo-
logical gains of the insurrection — which
put forward new ideas for the trans-
formation of society and which became
rooted in Polish society during the strug-
gle against the occupying forces — have
lost none of their significance. They re-
main the fundamental basis on which
Polish society needs to develop....The
August Insurrection gave a clear picture
of what the organisation and life of the
new Polish state should be, based on
the principles of socialist democracy.
They show that the working class can
cement the collective life of the nation.’

One year after the insurrection, in a
political situation which was radically
different, the RJN in its final secret
session on July 1, 1945, proclaimed the
‘Testament of Underground Poland’.

Here are some extracts from this little
known document concerning the prin-
cipal aspects of the system that they
sought to create in Poland: ‘The creation
of full regional social, economic, educa-
tional and cultural self-management; the
socialisation of large capitalist properties
and the organisation of a fair redistribu-
tion of the national wealth: workers’
management and control over the whole
economy; freedom of struggle for the
working class to fight for its rights within
the framework of an independent trade-
union movement; the implementation of
agrarian reform.’

This document contradicts any at-
tempt to explain in black and white terms
debates on the social system in Poland. It
also reflects changes in social awareness.
It is the political expression of the radical
tendencies that in 1944-1945 imposed a
leadership pledged to fundamental change
based on the socialisation of public life.

In light of these examples it would be
difficult to doubt the revolutionary
character of the events in Poland. The ac-
tual movement that spontaneously took
control of the factories and got produc-
tion going during the months following
the liberation is the real expression of this
revolutionary character. This mass move-
ment, which created new forms of man-
agement and organisation of the factor-
iles based on the participation of the
workers, was the expression of the spon-
taneous aspirations of the workers for the
public ownership of the workplaces.

The complex reality of post-war Po-
land does not lend itself easily to gener-
alised assessments. However, one general
point can be made: the situation in
society imposed a clear anti-capitalist
dynamic to any reforms. This does not
mean that a new model of society was
clearly and definitely drawn up. The

general anti-capitalist tendency expressed

6. The Council of National Unity (RJN)
was the political expression of the anti-Narsi
resistance linked to the government in exile
in London.

T The Popular National Council (KRN) was
set up by the Stalinists as a kind of provisional
parliament. The political sections of the main
resistance force — the AK — were excluded
frm;n it.
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in the programmes for widespread limi-
tation on private property was, however,
common to all political parties and
groups of any significance.

The state of consciousness of the
masses was the basis of this anti-capitalist
dynamic. That is why in post-war Poland,
you had all the elements of an authentic
revolution. What is in doubt is only what
was the social and political expression of
this. Was this, as the official versions
would like to claim, a ‘Communist revo-
lution’, spontaneously carried through in
the name of the broad masses of which
the PPR was the motor force, with the
help of its allies in the East? Was it some-
thing that was at first supported by a
minority of Poles, but a minority which
represented ‘the most conscious workers
and peasants’? Or was it rather a ‘demo-
cratic revolution for independence’ (as ir
the insurrection in Warsaw) with a broad
programme of basically socialist reforms
representing more the left of the ‘London
camp’ and supported by a real majority
of the population, whose demands coin-
cided with the programme of the Com-
munist camp?

Was it not this that allowed the latte:
to seize on these demands and use the
movement for its own purposes to gain 3
limited social base which in turn pro-
duced an inevitable drift, to the right
amongst the opposition in society, a
drift that was all too apparent in the
years 1947-19487?

It is in this way that Professor Ta-
deusz Lepkowski (8) in his recent book
published by the underground press
posed the problem of the Polish revolu-
tions from 1944-1982 and rightly so, in
my opinion. He presents the notion of
two revolutions which were in conflict
at the end of the war; the Communist one
which came from ‘above’ and the spon-
taneous one with an independent and
democratic character.

Pursuing the line of argument a
question comes to mind: Were the major-
ity of Poles in favour of socialist re-
forms?

The reply must certainly be negative,
if we understand by socialist reforms a
system generally along the lines of the
Soviet model. The majority of society
was without doubt, anti-Communist from
this point of view. But we can asseri
without fear of contradiction that the
basic concept of a new economic system
— one involving the socialisation of the
means of produgtion was generally ac-
cepted.

Poland was not so much faced with
the choice of socialism or capitalism.
The differences were about the methods,
the forms and the aims of socialisation.
The positions taken by different parties
and social movements was a reflection of
these programmatic and ideological dif-
ferences. 2 1

8. A historian known for many works on
Latin America and Poland, T. Lepkowski was
the president of Solidarnosc at the history in-
stitute in the Polish Academy of Sciences.
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JAPAN

Problems and debates

in the anti-imperialist movement
nterview with AMPO edttor

The following

is an interview with Muto Ichiyo, one of the founders of

the Japanese magazine Ampo and one of the prominent personalities

*

in the anti-imperialist solidarity movement in Japan. It was conducted at

| the end of the summer in Japan by Pierre Rousset.

The magazine Am fo takes its title — which stands for Anti-Military

Pact Organization —
US-Japanese military threat.

it was originally aimed at informing
countries — about the mass struggles
ing anti-imperialist and democratic struggles

rom the big mobilizations of the 1960s
d in 1969 and published in English,
foreigners — first of all in other Asian
in Japan. It rapidly set about cover-

Founde

against the

in the region, from South

Korea to the Philippines. Along with this, it has played a very active role
in organizing solidarity with these struggles in Japan itself.

Question. How do you see the situa-
tion of the anti-imperialist left in Japan
today?

Answer. To be frank, the situation of
the anti-imperialist left in Japan is not
good. But new possibilities are appearing
now. It is this positive, hopeful aspect
that I would like to stress.

These new possibilities are illustrated
above all by the mobilization against the
Tomahawk Cruise missiles on June 17
in Yokosuka outside the American naval
base. Some five thousand people came
to protest against the deployment of
these missiles. This is not a very large
number, in particular in comparison with
other antinuclear mobilizations in Japan.
But it was a significant demonstration be-
cause of its political content and the
spontaneous participation of young
people, who had previously not been ac-
customed to turning out for the tradi-
tional antinuclear demonstrations.

A new dynamic of mobilization at the
grass-roots level is shaping up. This was
evidenced in particular in the 1,500
kilometer march organized by a group of
11 persons. In 35 days, this march cov-
ered the distance between the US base in
Sasebo in the southern part of the coun-
try and Yokusuka, where the June 17
rally wa¥ held. The marchers were able
to discuss with many local groups, and
this built local roots for the mobilization
against Tomahawk Cruise missiles. The
action grew out of coordination among
local groups.

On the national level, the coalition
that organized the June mobilization
took the name of the National Move-
ment Against the Deployment of the
Tomahawks. This is a loose grouping of
independent people’s organizations and
individuals. In early June, about 1,500
groups of workers, students, housewives
and ordinary citizens participated in this
coalition. It was formed in 1984 and
represents a continuation of the move-
ment organized in 1983 against the visit

of US president Ronald Reagan, which
at that time was already centered around
the issue of the Tomahawks.

The mobilization against the deploy-
ment of Cruise missiles has thus become,
even if still only to a limited extent, a
focus of national political life. It of
course remains in the context of the
traditional Japanese “antinuclear consen-
sus,” but it also reflects a new level of
political consciousness and thinking. The
meaning of this “national consensus”
has become more and more unclear. The
traditional movement has produced very
broad mobilizations — hundreds of thou-
sands of demonstrators in Hiroshima,
Tokyo, Osaka, etc. — but it does not
focus on concrete objectives that challenge
the government. It often reflects an a-

- political antinuclear sentiment.

The fact that the movement against
the deployment of the Cruise missiles has
been emerging in the framework of this
antinuclear consensus gives it a mass
legitimacy and prevents the regime from
slandering it as a product of “extremists”
and from isolating it. This is positive.
But it also goes beyond this consensus by
organizing around concrete objectives
that do challenge the government’s policy.
This is also positive, because it reflects
the start of a new process of politiciza-
tion.

Q. But why has the workers’ move-
ment retreated, even with respect to the
antinuclear mobilizations?

A. The situation on the trade-union
front is indeed still miserable. The left
wing of the workers’ movement expresses
itself through various publications, it acts
through small organizations. But in gen-
eral, as you know, the situation is entirely
dominated by the slide of the trade-union
apparatus to the right.

The right-wing national unions, which
are based on the private sector and the
new Zenminrokyo labor confederation
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(1), have entirely taken the initiative
from the Sohyo (the left union confeder-
ation) and the public sector. At the time
of the last spring mobilizations on wage
contracts [there is traditionally one bar-
gaining drive a year, in the spring],
Sohyo did not take any notable initia-
tive. The government is systematically
reshaping the public sector, dismantling
it and turming over whole operations to
the private sector.

So far, the government’s policy has
been applied with success. Trade-union
bastions, such as the Railway Workers
Federation, have not been putting up
determined resistance to this process of
capitalist rationalization and privatization,
despite the reactions of the workers at
the base level in the workshops and
offices.

We have been seeing a rapid break-
down of the lineup that prevailed over
the past two decades in the trade-union
movement, with Sohyo leading the work-
ers’ movement. Naturally, in this con-
text, the working-class left is in trouble.
My impression is that the unions and
groups of workers are retreating into
themselves in an attempt to assure their
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Japanese workers demonstrate solidarity with Solidarnosc (DR)

-own survival in the face of the offensive
by the government and the right.

These groups are trying to adjust to a
changing situation by turning in on them-
selves. Thus, they are tending to isolate
themselves. We have to understand that
this attitude reflects the difficulties of
the situation. We have to respect what
each group does to defend itself and sur-
vive in the present situation.

However, to survive as an active polit-
ical force capable of taking initiatives,
you can’t jmst retreat and defend past
gains. You need a strategy for recompos-
ing the workers’ movement that takes
account of the real situation of the Japan-
ese working class, of which only about
30% is organized, and that mainly in the
big plants.

The workers who most need trade
unions are in fact precisely those who at
present are unorganized. They are the
most vulnerable, the most defenseless
against the present policy of the govern-
ment and the bosses.

It is necessary to organize the unor-
ganized. But this is not a sufficient slo-
gan. Even the right is trying to organ-
ize the unorganized. This formula is
full of loopholes. We have to define bet-

ter what sort of unions have to be built,
what sort of trade unionism is possible
today and must be built. The thinking
and action of the working-class left has
to be focused on this. Otherwise, it will
become impossible even to assure the sur-
vival of the left forces.

Q. How can this process be gotten
underway?

A. That’s a difficult tactical problem.
Where to start? In addition to the fight-
ing front that exists in the workers’
movement organized as it is today, in
addition to the fight in defense of past
gains, we have to open up a second front.
We have to address ourselves to sectors
that are growing in importance and which
have a rich potential for struggle. A key
sector in this context is that of women
workers, whose role is increasing with the
expansion of temporary and part-time
jobs. They have not yet been “ideo-
logically conditioned” by the big capit-
alist enterprises, unlike many other
workers who have been infected with
“company patriotism.”

These women workers are open to
being drawn into struggle, and their fight
can link up with that of women in the
family. It can also be a concrete link be-
tween the feminist socialist struggle and
the fight for regaining a militant base in
the workers’ movement. This also of-
fers the possibility for winning a social
base for the socialist feminist move-
ment. We have to study the conditions of
women workers and build an under-
standing of the need for women’s liber-
ation.

If such a dynamic can be set in mo-
tion, its impact will be profound. Even in
the left, a current such as Rodo Joho (2)
is almost 100 percent male. Cultural
traditions weigh very heavily in this area,
and a shock from the outside is neces-
sary to change things inside the unions.

The problem is posed. Even the gov-
ernment has been obliged to make ges-
tures to women. It is under pressure
from the West, even in the context of the
trade war, and has introduced a bill call-
ing for equality between the sexes on the
job. This is an ineffectual bill, since it
sets no definite targets and provides for
no sanctions for failure to observe its
previsions. It is a formal gesture, of-
fering the government a cover for a
series of concrete attacks against work-
ing women.

Nonetheless, the bosses are raising a
hue and cry that the bill could drive com-
panies into bankruptcy and they won’t
have it. The reactions that the bill has
illicited are interesting, inasmuch as they
reveal the fear among employers of see-
ing a dynamic set in motion in this area.

1. See “The workers movement and the cap-
italist offensive,”” and ‘“The recomposition
of the trade-union movement,” by Yokovama
Yoshio, in International Viewpoint, No 62,
October 1984.

2. Rodo Joho (Workers News) is the name of a
magazine representing a class-struggle united-
front current in the unions. Rosoren is the
united national council of the trade-union left
wing, to which Rodo Joho belongs.
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The discussions that have opened up on
this occasion offer us the possibility
of intervening on this issue. The women
can be organized and can organize them-
selves.

The fight on the trade-union front
will not be won by means of any super-
ficial readjustments or through tradition-
al struggles. In order to change the
situation fundamentally, it is necessary to
change the culture of the trade-union and
workers’ movement. We need a quali-
tative change affecting everything, the
methods of leadership and functioning,
political imagination. Without that, we
cannot rebuild an instrument capable
of intervening effectively in struggles, an
instrument for social change. We can,
and must, realize the difficulties of such a
task, and we cannot abandon it because it
is difficult.

The existing structures, such as Rodo
Joho especially, have a very important
role to play in this respect. Rodo Joho
and Rosoren (2), even if I think that
Rosoren was not launched in the best
conditions, can address themselves to the
unorganized. They are going to prepare
a program, which is also a welcome de-
velopment.

But a lot more is needed than raising
slogans. It is necessary to have a vision of
the future movement, of what the move-
ment of tomorrow can be. I stress this
idea — a vision. This problem was already
raised three years ago. But the movement
remained the prisoner of its need to re-
spond to the events blow by blow, with-
out any perspective other than defensive.
The Japanese workers need a new kind of
organization. We have to start from a
critical balance sheet of the last twenty
years, of what Sohyo was, of what the
other movements were. This still remains
to be done.

Q. Does this conviction that you ex-
press have any relation to what you said
before about the potential for building an
antiwar movement?

A. Yes. We have to break down the
division between classical political cam-
paigns and local social movements that in-
volve a way of life, cultural problems,
etc., movements that have traditionally
struggled against nuclear weapons and in
defense of the environment. For several
years, the question has been posed of
how to link these two levels of struggle.

The political groups have turned to-
ward social action arenas, often to the
detriment of their programs and their
capacity to pursue their own political
struggles, which does not resolve the
problem. As for the groups engaged in
the local struggles, they often reject
politics and parties. So, there has been
no constructive debate over the link be-
tween political struggle and the various
social struggles. This is beginning to
change, and it is one of the benefits that
can come from the struggle against the
Tomahawk missiles. But this tendency
is still very embryonic and there is still
no convergence between the groups in-
volved in political struggle and the groups
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‘commitment to Washington.

involved in the social and cultural arena.

Most of the groups involved in social
and cultural struggles confine themselves
to such issues. But as I said before about
the antigovernment dynamic of the fight
against the Tomahawk missiles, they can
begin to learn the importance of politics
from their own experience, starting off
from their own points of view.

There have been interesting exper-
iences in this respect but not yet any de-
veloped political platform. In some local-
ities, as in Nagoya, political and social
groups have collaborated for several
years. They are able to intervene in a
great many fields, from the high schools
to international solidarity with the strug-
gle of the Philippine masses, and includ-
ing the question of nuclear weapons,
pollution, land grabbing by speculators
and so on. This indicates the dynamic
that these groups active on social issues
could develop. But on the national level
there is today no consensus in the “move-
ment” in this regard.

The basis of mobilizations such as the
one in Yokusuka is what may be called
“citizens’ groups.” Often they have been
working tenaciously for nearly twenty
years. One of the main characteristics of
the demonstration last June was that it
developed from the bottom up. And
these groups are beginning to open up fo
politics. @At the same time, they are
more and more rooting themselves in the
communities. They have done an enor-
mous amount of door-to-door canvassing,
so much that it produced 50,000 signa-
tures on the declaration for a “Non-
Nuclear Yokosuka.” This is a completely
new experience.

On the basis of these experiences,
it should be possible to have a real dis-
cussion on how to integrate these move-
ments in a more organic, less artificial
way and to coordinate them around a
program of political and social action.
It is necessary to create an atmosphere of
debate. We have not experienced such
discussions in ten years. The journals of
the political groups polemicize, but they
do not engage in real debates.

Q. In this context, how do you think
that you can fulfill your tasks of interna-
tional solidarity? .

A. Given our present level of organi-
zation, we are not able to respond ade-
quately 40 developments in the struggle
in the Philippines and in South Korea.
We are in fact confronted with the prob-
lem of US and Japanese intervention. We
have to build our organization both for
our own tasks here and for solidarity with
the peoples struggling for their liberation.
In this area, we have to operate on two
fronts.

On the one hand, we have to force
Japan to disengage, at least partially,
from the US strategy. To this end, any
ally, even only tactical ones, have to be
accepted in order to weaken Japanese
This is a
front of practical action. But in itself
this type of activity cannot impose real
changes in Japan’s relations with the re-

gion. So, also, we have to address our-
selves to the potentially revolutionary
forces that can bring about more deep-
going changes and really shatter Japan’s
pro-imperialist policy.

At present, the peace movement, the
antiwar movement, is an element that can
help to accomplish these two tasks. On
the one hand, we can continue activity
that is immediately and directly an inter-
nationalist one. If we act correctly, we
can also reinforce the activity of other
forces that are fighting against the govern-
ment’s arms plans, and thereby increase
the divisions in the ruling class over the
question of arming.

Our political target is the US-Japan-
ese military accords. This is the present
focus of the struggle. It is symbolized
by the name AMPO. This is what we
want. But it is not yet the slogan for the
movement as a whole.

Q. Can you specify what are the
present objectives that the left could
take up in the trade-union movement?

A. In the short and medium terms,
the problem that is going to arise is the
following one. Is Sohyo, which repre-
sents a tradition of independent work-
ing-class trade unionism going to commit
suicide? This is implicit in the logic of
the rightward slide that the union leader-
ship has now embarked upon. But a lot
of union activists don’t yet want to face
that eventuality, they don’t want to be-
lieve that it is possible. That is why the
moment when the liquidation of Sohyo
is posed concretely will be so important.
At that moment, the influence of the left
can increase rapidly by rallying all those
who want to defend the tradition of mili-
tant independent trade unionism that
grew up after the war.

It would be wrong to take a sectarian
tack and proclaim a new confederation
today, when the forces for one do not
exist. £Rodo Joho has to accept the
unions that say that they are ready to
stick with Sohyo, even if Sohyo is tend-
ing toward dissolution. I am not against
opposition work in the new rightist con-
federation. But who is going to be able
to do this sort of work?

In the present relationship of forces,
what was possible in Sohyo cannot be
done in the Zenminrokyo. The left is
too small and bureaucratic repression too
strong. You need a party structure for
working in the Zenminrokyo today. I
think that we would be disarming our-
selves if we were all to join this confed-
eration in the present conditions.

But whatever choices are made in the
short term, I would stress two things.
First of all, we have to adopt long-term
perspectives, know where we are going,
in order to regain the initiative. And such
clarification is still far from being achiev-
ed. Secondly, in the immediate period
ahead, the future of Sohyo is not entirely
decided. The victory of the right is not
complete. It is. when the survival of
Sohyo is concretely put in question that
things will be decided. We cannot relax
our alertness in this fight. &
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Belgian Fourth Internationalists launch EEC
election campaign (NS)

Youth an example to all in fight for jobs
Guy Hendrix

Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners
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17 Sep 84
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BOLIVIA

Fourth Internationalists fight for workers solution
Interview by International Viewpoint

A new stage opens
Livio Maitan

Situation in the Workers' Confederation after Sixth
Congress

Livio Maitan

Extracts from the DRU platform

Document

BRAZIL

The PT in the present political situation
Interview by International Viewpoint

The ORM (DS) of Brazil asks to affiliate to Fourth
International (NS)

Biggest mass mobilisation in the country’s history
Jakob Studer

After the failure of the campaign for direct elections
Jakob Studer

Solidarity with British miners

4,000 people hear Ernest Mandel in Brazil (NS)

BRITAIN

Thatcher’s new assault on the unions
Steve Roberts

Miners’ strike most serious challenge vet to Thatcher
Steve Roberts

Labour movement left challenges ‘new realism’
Pat Hickey

Growing international support for British miners (NS)

Miners' wives on the march
Janine Inglefield

British miner: Thatcher is trying to starve and batter us

Interview with Colin Lenton

The youth movement against missiles
Piers Mostyn

Miners’ actions trigger Tory crisis
Steve Roberts

No coal to Britain! Victory to the British miners!
Declaration of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International

Miners’ strike opens new political situation
Brian Heron

International solidarity with British miners

Labour Party leaders refuse full support for miners
Steve Roberts

Miners’ wives — then and now
Judith Baker

Solidarity with the British miners
Soeren Soendergaard

International solidarity with British miners

Labour Party conference gives full support to miners
Steve Roberts

British miners and Irish rebels — common struggle
Tom Gustafsson

On the picket line in South Yorkshire
Tom Gustafsson

Police on the rampage
Tom Gustafsson

International Solidarity with British miners

A leadership that stands and fights
Speech by Arthur Scargill

Miners change the face of British politics
Steve Roberts

International solidarity with British miners
The women’s peace movement — a history of

Greenham Common
Janine Inglefield
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Britain (continued) Battered rightist government faces stormy seas (NS) 46 13 Feb 84

U b ing N i 4 F
Mt i e Attack 64 26 Nov 84 S::SE:E ;,s;;::i-l tries to stem growing Nicaraguan solidarity 47 27 Feb 84
Steve Roberts
i H ] 5 a L] 4 ] {
Miners’ wives and Greenham Common women tour 64 26 Nov 84 Iﬁgrzifr ;?tiﬁ:;pﬁigﬁjaﬁke SRS ieges ’ e a
West Germany
from Was Tun Danish peace movement defends Nicaragua 52 7 May 84
Kl
International solidarity with British miners 64+ | 20 MBVER. - AP umeRimpep
pet Solidarity with i 6 1 Oct 84
International solidarity with British miners 65 10 Dec 84 Suere?éiander?aﬁi;h i i 0 et
Miners rally broad movement of resistance to Thatcher 66 24 Dec 84  npaior fight looms for 35-hour week 63 12 Nov 84
Gerry Foley Joergen Colding-Joergenson
Declaration of December 2nd national miners’ 66 24 Dec 84 gy ousands strike for peace 63 12 Nov 84
solidarity conference Soren Bech
Fourth International campaigns for the miners 66 24 Dec 84 Solidarity with British miners 63 12 Nov 84
Steve Roberts
iki — 2 84
Gresni Pl sipborts tie o it;l:ng Iu: l?::lcpeen the way forward 64 6 Nov
Document Klass
CANADA Solidarity with British miners 64 26 Nov B4
Canadian UAW prepares contract fight (NS) o4 4 Jun B4 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Against frame-up of Armenian militants {INS) 87 16 Jul 84 IMF dictates_apark explosion 53 21 May 84
Solidarity with British miners 63 12 Nov 84 Andre Dubois
: Free Rafael Taveras and his comrades 59 17 Sep 84
Victory for abortion rights in Canada (NS) 65 10 Dec 84 Inteenationdl Viewpoint
CENTRAL AMERICA First congress of Blogque Socialista (NS) 60 1 Oct 84
US continues preparations for war 48 12 Mar B4 EAST GERMANY
Tom Gustafsson East German jailed peace activists on hunger strike (NS) 45 30 Jan 84
CENTRAL AMERICA SOLIDARITY FipRivans Ageeal i) N1, e
The new internationalism 46 13 Feb 84
Georg Chametis ECONOMY
— anis 8
Answer the call of the Sandinista revolution arobwetal | TDe ROt Conprnton N ool DarlieO
International Viewpoint {3aside Gabriel
US embassy tries to stem growing Nicaraguan 47 27 Feb 84 ., economic upturn coupled with financial crisis 58 30 Jul 84
solidarity in Denmark Pinakt Mandal
Soeren Bech
Sanctuary — Central American refugees 48 12 Mar 84
and US churches EL SALVADOR
Steve Ashby
On the split in the Salvadoran revolutionary movement 46 13 Feb 84
US government attacks Salvadoran sanctuary 51 23 Apr 84 Statement by Mexican Fourth Internationalists
movement (NS) Statement by FMLN
Danish peace movement defends Nicaragua 52 7 May 84 The FPL on the split in Salvadoran revolutionary 47 27 Feb 84
from Klassekampen movement
Document
Sandinista Youth make European tour 63 21 May 84
International Viewpoint New reports of death squad activity 48 12 Mar 84
QL Philomena O’Malley
World labour against US intervention in Nicaragua 55 18 June 84
International Viewpoint US-sponsored electoral manoeuvre weaves tangled web 50 9 Apr 84
Vincent Kermel
Solidarity with the Sandinista Youth 56 2 Jul B4
International Viewpoint The FMLN-FDR’s proposal for a broad-based 50 9 Apr 84
provisional government
The peace camp in Nicaragua, an important act 59 17 Sep 84 Document
of solidarity
International Viewpoint Dangers threatening Salvadoran revolution and 58 30 Jul B4
! solidarity tasks
The Caribbean anti-imperialists meet (NS) 62 29 Oct B4 Vincent Kermel
CHILE The letter of Comandante Marcial (NS) 61 156 Oct 84
E i i ith Duart 63
The prospects for Pinochet’s crackdown 65 « 10 Dec 84 Eﬁ?uﬁ:i? f the, FMLN-FRE uieeing itk ? idtoy B4
Olle Lind
COLOMBIA FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
The truce between the government and guerrillas: 657 16 Jul 84 Solidarity with the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples! 47 27 Feb 84
PSR’s view Declaration of the Bureau of the United Secretariat
Socorro Ramirez of the Fourth International
For an anticapitalist alternative! For a Socialist 61 23 Apr B4
CONGO United States of Europe!
Appeal of the United Secretariat of the
Who profits from the oil income? 48 12 Mar 84 Fourth International
Andre Bassinet
Declaration of the Fourth International and the 52 T May 84
French LCR on the death of Pierre Frank
CZECHOSLOV AKIA
Foreign troops out of Grenada! Hands off gains of 54 4 Jun 84
Petr Uhl is free (NS) 57 16 Jul 84 Grenadian masses!
Resolution of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International
DENMARK
Stop the victimisation of hunger rebels! 55 18 Jun 84
The missiles, hidden issue in elections 45 30 Jan B4 Declaration of the United Secretariat of the

Richard Bisgaard
30

Fourth International
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No Coal to Britain! Victory to the British Miners!
Declaration of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International

A new upsurge in the struggle of the oppressed
masses in Southern Africa

Declaration of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International

Meeting of European section leaderships of
Fourth International (NS)

New Inprecor for the Southern Cone (NS)

FRANCE

Car workers jobs struggle at centre of French politics
Philomena O’Malley

Demand French government allows Kowalewski
to stay!
International Viewpoint

Farewell to Pierre Frank
Philomena O'Malley

French government backs down, Kowalewski
can stay (NS)

The trade unions facing up to Mitterrand’s
austerity policies

Jean Lantier

French LCR ‘Rally against Austerity’ (NS)

The radicalisation of ‘second generation’ immigrants
Lydia Gaelle

What does the new government hold in store?
Philomena O’Malley

The fight against racism and for equal rights
Helen Viken

Solidaritv with British miners
Stop the extradition of Basque militants (NS)

Mitterrand’s ‘new deal’
Francis Sitel

Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners

GAMBIA

Repression in Gambia (NS)

GREECE

Papandreou talks peace but steps up arms race
from Ergatike Pale

GRENADA

What went wrong?
Interview with Don Rojas

Witness to a political disaster
Interview with Ric Wasserman

The New Jewel Movement reorganises
Interview with Kendrick Radix

Foreign troops out of Grenada! Hands off gains of
Grenadian masses!

Resolution of the United Secretariat of the

Fourth International

One year after the invasion — elections under US
occupation
Laurent Beaulieu

Revolutionary leaders resume the fight
Interview with Kendrick Radix

IRAN (Including Gulf War)

New bloodbath in Gulf war
Gerry Foley

Demagogy written in blood
Saber Nikbeen and Salah Jaber

The martyring of Iran’s youth
Gerry Foley

Dangerous game in the Gulf
Gerry Foley

Tension and manoeuvres grow in Gulf war
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What the elections for the Islamic Parliament showed
Saber Nikbeen

HUNGARY

Trotsky still banned in Hungary (NS)

ICELAND

Wage-earners discontent erupts
Gerry Foley

Why the teachers are on strike
Janne Akerlund

Printing workers in the forefront
Janne Akerlund

IMMIGRANTS
13 million uprooted people in Europe

The fight against racism and for equal rights in France
Helene Viken

Yes to jobs, no to anti-immigrant laws in West Germany

Friedrich Muehleisen
Immigration control and racism in workers

movement in Switzerland
Urs Faucher

INDIA

Congress (I) and the endemic instability of the
political system

M. Navid

Perspectives for the left in India
M. Navid

Rethinking and regroupment of the left
Interview with Vibhuti Patel

Why Indira Gandhi sent troops into Golden Temple
Inder Singh

The Bombay communalist riots
Interview with Vibhuti Patel

Behind the Punjab crisis
Sharad Jhaveri

Communalism — its causes and consequences
Document

Descent into communalism
Gerry Foley

The threat of Hindu communalism
M. Navid

IRELAND

Sinn Fein present anti-imperialist alternative in
EEC elections

Interview with Danny Morrison

The effect of the Common Market on a dependent
economy

Brendan Kelly

People’s Democracy declaration on European
elections (NS)

The release of Nicky Kelly
Robert Allen and John Meehan

Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners

ISRAELI STATE

The impact of the PLO split on West Bank Palestinians

Raimund Loew
Palestinian leader threatened with exile (NS)

What the rise of Rabbi Kahane represents
Gerry Foley

Elections point to deepening crisis of Zionism
Michel Warschawsky

The left...missed opportunities
Michel Warschawsky

The positions of the Progressive List for Peace
Interview with Adam Keller
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ITALY

Workers unity precondition to defence of
living standards

Anna Libera

A million Italian workers oppose austerity (NS)
Solidarity with British miners

Solidarity with British miners

JAPAN

Stop sectarian violence in the workers movement
International Viewpoint

The workers movement and the capitalist offensive
Yokoyama Yoshio

Recomposition of the trade-union movement
Interview with Yokoyama Y oshio

Problems and debates in the anti-imperialist movement

Interview with Ampo editor

LEBANON

A hornets’ nest for the imperialists and their allies
Gerry Foley

Imperialists, Zionists, trapped by their own game
Gerry Foley
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44

456

Divide-and-rule game leaves imperialist with losing hand 45

Cees Groen

A grave defeat for world imperialism
Salah Jaber

Solidarity with the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples!

Declaration of the Bureau of the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International

Lebanese Fourth Internationalists on Tripoli
fighting (NS)

Assad keeps the lid on
Ralph Schoenman

LUXEMBOURG

Luxembourg Fourth Internationalists launch
election campagin (NS)

Solidarity with British miners

MAURITIUS
First congress of OMT in Mauritius (NS)
Crisis of sugar industry brings political

upheavals and social tensions
Claude Gabriel

MEXICO

PRT leads fight against bossism in Indian towns
from Bandera Socialista

Liga Socialista joins Mexican PRT (NS)

March 8 — women oppose austerity and wardrive
Leslie Serna

The fight for political democracy, and social struggles

Interview with Patricio Margarito

MIDDLE EAST

The impact of the PLO split on West Bank Palestinians

Raimund Loew

The Crisis of the PLO
Salah Jaber

On the Arafat-Mubarak meeting (NS)

MOROCCO

Hassan II’s ‘national union’ shaken by riots
Salah Jaber

From the Green March to hunger riots
Charles Legrand

Stop the victimisation of hunger rebels!

Declaration of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International
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13 Feb 84
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18 Jun 84

MOZAMBIQUE

From independence to the agreement with Pretoria
Francois Cazals

NETHERLANDS

Fighting experience for public service workers
Herman Pieterson

Dutch union calls strike against missiles (NS)

Big step forward for antimissiles movement
Robert Went

The Dutch Fourth Internationalists campaign
for Euroelections (NS)

After the decision to deploy the Cruise
Oskar van Rijswik

Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners
Solidarity with British miners

NEW CALEDONIA

Revolt in a colonialist ‘paradise’
Claude Gabriel, Jean-Jacques Laredo

NEW ZEALAND
Solidarity with British miners

Solidarity with British miners

NICARAGUA

Mass mobilisation and the planned elections
Claude Devilliers

A very dangerous stage has been reached
Livio Maitan

Election preparations show mass support for FSLN
Livio Maitan

Origins of the Indian problem
Robin Schneider

A Lapp view of the Miskito problem
Dick Forslund

‘We call for support for FSLN’
Interview with Silvio Prado

Solidarity with British miners

Democratic elections in a war economy
Claude Devilliers

Massive vote for the Sandinistas followed by
new war moves by US
Vincent Kermel

‘Eventually the whole population will be armed’
Interview with Alain Krivine

Reports from Nicaragua
People's power under fire
Alain Krivine
OBITUARY

Marcel Lorent 1921-1983
from La Gauche

Pierre Frank is dead. a generation of revolutionary
fighters is vanishing

Ernest Mandel

Pierre Frank 1905-1984

Declaration of the Fourth International and the
French LCR on the death of Pierre Frank

Andoni Arrizabalaga 1941-1984

PEACE MOVEMENT

The missiles, hidden issue in Danish elections
Richard Bisgaard

East German jailed peace activists on hunger strike (NS)

The Rostock Appeal (NS)
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Dutch union calls strike against missiles (NS)

Will there be a West European army tomorrow?
Jean-Louis Michel

For strikes against the missiles (box)

Big step forward for antimissiles movement in
the Netherlands
Robert Went

The youth movement against missiles in Britain
Piers Mostyn

Towards a step forward for the peace movement at

Perugia conference
Jacqueline Allio and Jean-Louis Michel

After the decision to deploy the Cruise
Oskar van Rijswik

What is at stake in the Mediterranean
Jean-Louis Michel

A balance sheet of third European conference
Jacqueline Allio

The importance of the October peace demonstrations
from Was Tun

The women’s peace movement...a history of
Greenham Common
Janine Inglefield

Thousands strike for peace
Soren Bech

The peace movement in Western Europe at a crossroads

Jacqueline Allio

Striking for peace — the way forward
from Klassekampen

30,000 demonstrate in Bonn against US intervention
in Central America
Klaus Draeger

Nato — no thanks!
Jacqueline Allio

PERU

Municipal elections show rapid advance for
Izquierda Unida
from Combate Socialista

The Peruvian PRT makes self-criticism
Document

The debates of the 3rd Congress of the
Peruvian PRT (NS)

PHILIPPINES

Growing guerrilla movement fuelled by
peasant desperation
Paul Petitjean

The May elections rigged and opposition divided
Paul Petitjean

POLAND
Support Polish Inprekor

Workers pay for bureaucracy'’s ‘economic reform’

Cyril Smuga

More work, more exploitation
Document

Some examples of recent strikes
Document

Attention! Our wages are under attack!
Document

Solidarity with political prisoners
International Viewpoint

Demand French government allows Kowalewski
to stay!
International Viewpoint

The regime steps up repression
Jacqueline Allio

Solidarnosc supports striking British miners
Solidarity with British miners

The amnesty, a victory for Solidarnosc
Cyril Smuga

Solidarity with British t_;liners

International Viewpoint 24 December 1984

50
52

52

54

56

87

57

57

61

62

63

63

64

64

64

66

44

44

65

49

59

45
50

50

50

50

o0

51

o7

o8
60
61

65

9 Apr 84
7T May 84

7T May 84

4 Jun 84

2 Jul 84

16 Jul 84

16 Jul 84

16 Jul 84

15 Oct 84

29 Oct 84

12 Nov 84

12 Nov 84

26 Nov 84

26 Nov 84

26 Nov 84

24 Dec B4

16 Jan 84

16 Jan 84

18 Jun 84

26 Mar 84

17 Sep 8B4

30 Jan 84
9 Apr 84

9 Apr 84
g
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16 Jul 84

30 Jul 84
1 Oct B4
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10 Dec B84

The birth of the new left
Jacqueline Allio, Cyril Smuga

Dictatorship in crisis: one bloody hand washes another

Jacqueline Allio, Cyril Smuga

The international logic of the situation
Document

Jaruzelski does not defend socialism
Document

The road to a new party
Document

A reply to Charter 84
Document

The birth of the people’s republic
Document

Perspectives for a current of the revolutionary left
Document

PORTUGAL

New Portuguese abortion law step forward for
women’s rights (NS)

A look back at the Portuguese revolution
Francisco Louca

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Mass response to new racist constitution
Nathan Palmer

Another step towards a ‘Pax Americana’
Claude Gabriel

Mozambique: From independence to the agreement
with Pretoria
Francois Cazals

Further step to unity of South African independent
unions (NS)

Solidarity with British miners

Successful bovcott campaign of South African
elections (NS)

Mass struggles come together to produce explosive
situation

Nathan Palmer

A new upsurge in the struggle of the oppressed masses
in Southern Africa

Declaration of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International

Defend South African trade unions (NS)

New upsurge sharpens debate over strategy
Peter Blumer, Tony Roux

SOVIET UNION

Reshuffle on top of the Lenin Mausoleum
Gerrv Foley

Solidarity with British miners

SPANISH STATE

Another round in Communist Party crisis
F. Cruells

The results of Basque elections (NS)
What the Social Democratic government has brought

the Basque country )
Josef Lang

EEC membership means disaster for Spanish workers
Jesus Albarracin and Pedro Montes

Fight of the Sagunto workers against industrial
reconversion

Miguel Romero

Stop the extradition of Basque militants (NS)

The Basque national movement under attack
Gerry Foley

Revolutionary elected to leadership of workers’ union
Interview with Joaquin Nieto

Broad Basque front appeals for world solidarity
Document

Defence of Basque national movement (NS)

Solidarity with British miners
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Spanish State (continued) SWP (US) offices target of attacks (NS) 53 21 May 84

W - i J
Advance in campaign to defend Basque national 64 26 Nov 84 éal: %ﬁﬂrg;mr labour fightback b 4 Jwn 84
movement (NS)
Besaue leader inated (NS) 65 10 Dec 84 gl::l;?ll%a:ﬁc of the economic crisis on US education 55 18 Jun 84
Nato — no thanks! 66 24 Dec B4 , . -
Jacqueline Allio E:;;néztgﬂgr:fa?e Jackson campaign 5 16 Jul 84
SRI LANKA Portrait of a revolutionary: J.P. Cannon 87 16 Jul 84
Women 'l.:irorkers demand compensation for victims b1 23 Apr 84 Alan. Wald
of July violence Solidarity with British miners 60 1 Oct 84
Penny Duggan
i i i ialist W 62 29 Oct 84

Sri Lankan women workers defend living 52 7T May 84 ;;1;}? ﬁ?lsdj?tml campaign of the Socialigt Workezs i
standards (INS) R
The government faces a growing crisis 60 1 Oct 84 , ; 64 26 Nov 84
Interview with Upali Cooray gg;g;:;iie;;ntmn Rpd SPEE Resce e
Defend the Balangoda 18 (NS) 64 26 NovB4 gwp fight against slander suit continues 64 26 Nov 84
Solidarity with British miners s6.  ABIBREl 'MeSaspucs

Solidarity with British miners 64 26 Nov 84
SWEDEN Abortion violence on the rise in USA (NS) 65 10 Dec 84
Important new gains for Swedish frade union 48 12 Mar 84

opposition (NS)

How the ‘Swedish model’ worked in restructuring steel 53 21 May 84
industry
Tom Gustafsson

High school students strike against cutbacks 556 18 Jun 84
Goeran Ekloef

Solidarity with British miners 59 17 Sep 84
SWITZERLAND

Immigration control and racism in workers movement 58 30 Jul 84
Urs Faucher

Solidarity with British miners 59 17 Sep B4
Night work for women — No thank you! 61 15 Oct 84
from La Breche

Solidarity with British miners 64 26 Nov 84
SYRIA

Solidarity with Syrian Communist Action Party (NS) 61 15 Oct 84

THAILAND

The crisis of the Communist Party and the left 49 26 Mar 84
Paul Petitjean

TUNISIA

After the hunger riots — Solidarity with 45 30 Jan 84
Tunisian people
Rene Massignon

Stop the victimisation of hunger rebels 556 18 Jun 84
Declaration of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International

TURKEY
Turkish protesters face trial (NS) 50 9 Apr 84
- The loeal elections in Turkey (NS) 51 23 Apr 84
-
Why prisoners hunger strike to death 57 16 Jul 84
Gerry Foley
UNITED STATES
SWP (US) announces launch of presidential 44 16 Jan 84
campaign (NS) URUGUAY
The ‘big change’ for US workers — new technology 45 30 Jan 84 Uruguayan PST-U asks for recognition as Fourth 52 7 May B4
Jack Marsh International section (NS)
New organisation of American revolutionaries: 46 13 Feb 84 Towards the fall of the dictatorship 54 4 Jun B4
Why Socialist Action formed, what we stand for Daniel Jebrac
Document
What is the Frente Amplio (box) 54 4 Jun 84
Sanctuary — Central American refugees and 47 12 Mar 84
US churches The reorganisation of the union movement 54 4 jun 84
Steve Ashby . Interview with Victor Semproni, PIT leader
US government attacks Salvadoran sanctuary 51 23 Apr 84  Grass roots recomposition of the labour movement 54 4 Jun 84
movement (NS) Interview with leader of ANCAP union
‘Fourth Internationalist Tendency’ formed in US (NS) b2 7 May 84 PST-U fights for legalisation (NS) 61 15 Oct 84
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Elections under military surveillance
Daniel Jebrac

The positions of the Socialist Workers Party (PST)

Program of the Independent and Democratic Left (IDI)

The experience of the revolutionary left
Interview with Ruben Sassano

WESTERN EUROPE (including the EEC)

New rise of struggles against austerity
Steve Roberts

For an anticapitalist alternative! For a Socialist
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SPAIN

Nato — no thanks !

The demonstrations that took place in most of the large towns in the
Spanish state on December 2 marked a new step forward for the peace

movement in the country.

They came in the wake of new opinion poll

results showing 52 per cent of the Spanish people opposed to Spanish

entry into Nato.

The organisers were convinced that for every 10,000

people out in the streets this month there will be 100,000 in spring

1985.
Jacqueline ALLIO

In the capital 150,000 people assem-
bled on the ‘Paseo’ de Madrid and spelt
out in giant human letters: ‘No to Nato’,
‘Bases out’ and ‘Neutrality’. In Barcelona,
70,000 people participated in five pro-
cessions converging from different parts
of the city, each one carrying their own
colours and marching behind one of the
five main slogans adopted by the national
coordination: ‘No to Nato’, ‘Bases out’,
‘Neutrality — Dissolution of military
pacts’, ‘Social spending, not military
spending’ and ‘No to Yankee interven-
tion in Nicaragua’.

Human chains in Valencia drew in
some 20,000 people. In Oviedo, there
were 10,000 and the same in Seville.
In Saragossa, 5,000 demonstrators march-
ed behind huge effigies and mock wind-
mills as a way of saying to prime minister,
Gonzalez: ‘Like so much wind, Gonzal-
ez, everything you say is a pack of lies’.
In certain areas of the Spanish state, such
as in Galicia and Euskadi, the demonstra-
tions were originally to take place on
the same day as everywhere else but were
put back to December 16 because of the
strikes taking place in the shipyards in
these areas.

Human chain spelling the words ‘Nato No, Bases Out’ (DR)
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The objectives that the activists in
the movement had set for themselves
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have clearly been attained. It is very im-
portant today that people are broadly
aware of the need to confront the govern-
ment.

Having failed to fix a date for a refer-
endum on this issue, Felipe Gonzalez has
just confirmed without any ambiguity
that he means to continue to participate
in the ‘political’ structures of Nato (the
Spanish state does not participate in the
military structures at the moment). Only
six months ago the Spanish leader had
left open the question of the intentions
of the government.

If the PSOE (the Spanish socialist
party) was absent from these mobilisa-
tions, the PCE (Spanish communist par-
ty), Ignacio Gallego’s pro-Soviet com-
munist party, the LCR (Liga Comunista
Revolucionaria), section of the Fourth
International in the Spanish state, and the
MCE (Spanish Communist Movement —
an organisation of the farleft), supported
and participated actively throughout the

‘ country.

The UGT, the union federation link-
ed to the PSOE and the Young Social-
ists also supported the actions, but
reluctantly, with carping criticisms of cer-
tain slogans because they did not like the
centrality of the slogan ‘No to Nato’.

A firm ‘no’ had also come the week
before in the referendum organised in
the town of Hospitalet, one of the major
concentrations of workers near Barcel-
ona. Out of 300,000 inhabitants, 25,440
took part in the referendum organised by
the peace movement — a figure which
surpassed the highest expectations of the
organisers.

The send off for the referendum was
given in the morning with the launching
of 13 coloured rockets from the 13 dif-
ferent districts of the town. For five
hours Hospitalet became a ‘Nato-free’
city with voting tables on every street
corner and placards bearing the words
‘We want a clear referendum, now, to
get out of Nato.”

From midday onwards they started
to run out of voting slips in several areas,
which showed the success of the action.
About 500 people participated in organ-
ising the referendum, which was announ-
ced the day before by a procession of
musicians led by a huge effigy of Reag-
an who ‘stopped off’ at the Town Hall
to greet his ‘colleague’, the Socialist
mayor of the town.

A group of officers’ attempts to in-
timidate people by knocking over a vot-
ing table run by a group of women did
not interfere with the success of the
ballot.

The count took place after more fire-
works had announced the end of the ref-
erendum, and it showed 9,789 for getting
out of Nato and 9,802 for the dismantl-
ing of American bases in Spain. The day
was brought to a close by solidarity ac-
tion with the shipbuilding workers strug-
gling to defend their jobs. Gonzalez
should be very worried now. The peace
movement in the Spanish state is on the
march.




