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now!

Subscription rates are given below, and
the subscription form is printed on the
back cover,

Please if possible pay in bank drafts or
postal orders in French Francs. Make out
cheques and postal orders to PEC, and
mail them to: International Viewpoint,
2 Rue Richard Lenoir, 93108 Montreuil,
France. Postal cheques to: PEC, CCP
account no. 2 322 42T Paris. Bank trans-
fers to: PEC, Robespierre branch of BNP,
Account no. 230179/90, 153 Rue de
Paris, 93100 Paris, France,

Signed articles do not necessarily represent the views of the editors.

ISSN: 0294-2925

R e R e e e e e SR T N oy — b e e Rty o T e R e

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

LAST NAME FIRST NAME

T DL e RN e e i RS e e SR AR e e S R R e

B g 5 AR RS SRR B € L o i S A RS SR SRR TR CODE
RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION

FF9b6 E 9 US Dol. 16 Can Dol. 19
¥F1056 £10 US Dol. 19 Can Dol. 21
FF130 £12 US Dol, 22 Can Dol. 26
FF145 £l4 US Dol. 25 Can Dol. 29
FF175 £16 US Dol. 31 Can Dol. 37
FF195 £18 US Dol. 37 Can Dol. 40
FF240 £22 US Dol. 42 Can Dol. 49
FF270 £25 US Dol. 47 Can Dol. b5
1 Year
Countries Surface mail Air mail
Europe 175 FF 198 FF
Asia 175 FF 270 FF
Middle East 175 FF 195 FF
Africa 175 FF 240 FF
North Africa (Algeria
Morocco, Egypt,
Lybia,...) 176 FF 196 FF
The Americas 176 FF 240 FF
6 months
Countries Surface mail Air mail
Europe 85 FF 1056 FF
Asia 95 FF 145 FF
Middle East 95 FF 105 FF
Africa 956 FF 130 FF
North Africa (Algeria,
Morocco, Egypt,
Libya...) 95 FF 105 FF
The Americas 95 FF 130 FF

Published by Presse-Edition-Communication (PEC) - Administration : 2, rue Richard-Lenoir, 93108 Montreuil, Franf._'.e
Directeur de publication : Robert March. Gérant :Jacques Girma. Commission paritaire 64324. Imprimé par Rotographie

=y o Y =~ R O P s

N <« ~00 < = oA

G T

T P b =T

. M

ET Bl £l




The Bolivian cauldron
—radicalization deepens

When the Bolivian junta agreed to relinquish power to a civilian
government on September 17, it was standing on the brink of an
abyss.

The workers movement had reorganized and carried out a
vast general strike against the regime. So, the military withdraw-
al was something between a retreat and a headlong flight. It left
the instruments of bourgeois rule in Bolivia extremely weak-
ened, and opened the way for a new rise of mass movement
that could lead in the relatively near future to a fundamental
social confrontation.

Bolivia is a small country, but the implications of the process
that has begun go far beyond its frontiers. The Bolivian junta
was a key part of the system of military dictatorships that was
built up in the entire southern part of South America, including
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Uruguay — the decisive region of
the continent.

In fact, the Brazilian and Argentine dictatorships were direct-
ly involved in building the military regime in Bolivia.

Thus, in many respects, Bolivia was the weakest link in a
chain of dictatorships that were a vital bulwark of imperialist
and capitalist domination in Latin America. It was the first to
break, the others are beginning to crack. This is most evident in

Argentina, where the dictatorship is on the ropes. But it is also
happening in Uruguay and Chile, where the mass movement is
reviving after years of savage repression, as well as in Brazil,

The debacle of the military dictatorship in Bolivia came in
the context of the growing crisis of U.S. imperialist domina-
tion of Latin America, in which the immediate flashpoint is
in Central America. The opening up of the way for a mass
radicalization in Bolivia must certainly be an encouragement
to revolutionaries in Central America, and in fact it objectively
weakens imperialism,

Conversely, the new international context is having a ma-
jor effect on the consciousness and confidence of the left and
revolutionaries in Bolivia. They see the dictatorships around
them cracking, and they know that the Brazilian and Argen-
tine military can no longer intervene against them as they did
in the past. The advances of the fighters in Central America
are a beacon.

Likewise, the struggle of the Indian people in Guatemala is an
encouragement to the most advanced elements of radicalizing
peasant movement, which is mainly Indian.

Thus, in a sense, Bolivia has become the front line in the
second front that is opening up in the fight against imperial-
ism and capitalism in Latin America.

S. ROMANDE

LA PAZ — The resignation from the new
cabinet January 9 of the MIR ministers is
an indication of the pressures on the
government that came into office here in
October in the wake of mass mobilizat-
tions, which forced the military to relin-
quish power,

The MIR (Movimiento de Izquierda
Revolucionario—Movement of the Revolu-
tionary Left), although it traces its origins
from pro-Cuban guerrillas, is now a con-
servative formation. It stands on the right
wing of bourgeois nationalism.,

The resignation of the MIR ministers
was part of moves to rebuild a bourgeois
government more stable than the present
UDP (Union Democratica Popular),
which is a coalition of the Bolivian Com-
munist Party (PCB) and the two oft-
shoots of the old bourgeois nationalist
party, the Movimiento Nacional Revolu-
cionario (MNR).

The MNR was the party that came to
power on the back of the revolution of
1952, which it progressively liquidated.
As it moved to the right, opening the way
for a new cycle of military dictatorships,
the party split.

The MNR-Historico, led by Victor Paz
Estenssoro, represents the sections that
openly collaborated with the dictator-
ship of General Hugo Banzer at the be-
ginning of the 1970s. The MNR-Izquier-
da (Left), led by the new president, Her-
nan Siles Suazo, represents those sectors
that remained attached to the old popul-

ism, generally under the pressure of a
more radical traditional base.

What the leading bourgeois politicians
now see as necessary to build a stable cap-
italist government is a so-called reunifica-
tion of the MNR, which would mean a
split in the MNR-I. The MNR-I parlia-
mentary faction, led by Alvarez Plata,
favors such a ‘‘unification.” But it is

opposed by the party apparatus and the
left.

This “historic reconciliation” would
then be beefed up with an alliance with
the ADN of Banzer, the strongest righ-
wing bourgeois party, in the framework

of a government of national unity. Since
the MIR is a newcomer and relative out-
sider in the conservative camp, it plays
the more adventurous game. It could
expect a bigger role in a broader coali-
tion. ‘

THE SITUATION REMAINS
UNSTABLE

The reason that such maneuvers have
begun so early and are being pursued with
such haste — even at the risk of rocking
a precariously stabilized situation — is
that the Bolivian bourgioisie and its

UDP/MIR demonstration September 1982 (DR)
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representatives are well aware that the
present balance cannot last very long.
They are already preparing an alternative
to the UDP government.

Parallel to these party-political maneu-
vers, the representatives of the Bolivian
bourgeoisie and U.S. imperialism are
trying to rebuild the unity and credibility
of the armed forces. On December 28,
the director general of the customs ser-
vice, Carlos Montana, announced that the
former head of the junta, General Garcia
Meza, who was stripped of his military
rank and fled to Argentina, would be
charged with smuggling,

In an apartment belonging to the
fugitive general, government agents found
a stock of TV sets and electrical appliances
worth 200,000 dollars. According to Mon-
tana, in 1980-81, about 60% of such im-
ports passed through the hands of “‘lead-
ers of the previous government.”

The transfer to the reserve of the other
three heads of the last junta, Celso Ter-
relio, Guido Vildoso, and Alberto Natush,
was announced on December 28.

About 14 former officers have been
purged from the military. This is no more
than prettying-up operation, since it is
well known that the military was up to
its neck in the cocaine traffic, The Boli-
vian military had reached a stage of cor-
ruption heretofore unknown even in the
long and sordid history of Latin Ameri-
can uniformed gangsterism. It has now to
be reorganized and have its image re-
furbished. That is essential for maintain-
ing capitalist rule in Bolivia.

The U.S. embassy is openly involved in
this operation, publicly pressing for a
purge of the officer corps. The U.S. am-
bassador meets at least once a week with
the chief of staff of the military and the
chief of police.

UDP LAUNCHES AUSTERITY
PROGRAM

Nonetheless, there is no serious effort
to attack military corruption. What the
imperialists and the bourgeoisie are in-
terested in is a little image renovation and
reorganization of the military commands.
This is an essential counterpie¢e to the
political maneuvers because restabiliza-
tion would undoubtedly involve a new
coup, and Washington wants some sort
of political cover for it.

The response to the MIR withdrawal
from the cabinet revealed quite clearly
the political situation of the government.
The move was seen by the masses as
an attempt from the right to destabilize
the UDP government, and there was a
strong reaction to it, especially from the
union.

It is not that the masses regard the
UDP cabinet as their government. But
they do see it as the result of their strug-
gles, and, to a certain extent, as the gua-
rantor of their democratic rights. Need-
less to say, the UDP is playing this card
for all it is worth, warning the masses
not to put too much pressure on it
because this could help prepare the way
for a coup.

A

Bolwmn wamen mmewarke-rs (DR)

Nonetheless, the tension between the
government and the people sharpened
notably when the new cabinet announced
its first series of economic measures on
November 6. These are entirely in accord
with the demands of the International
Monetary Fund, to such an extent that
Juan Lechin, head of the Bolivian Labor
Confederation (COB) proclaimed that
the government was following the line
of the IMF.

However, the COB leadership is leaving
the ball in the government’s hands, doing
nothing to propose alternatives or to
actually mobilize the workers.

The policy the government adopted
was to grant subsidies fo the big
exporting sectors, that is, the private
sector of mining (the so-called middle-
sized mines), which is more profitable
than the nationalized sector; agribusiness;
and petroleum and gas, which is a mixed
sector. There is a state oil company, but
imperialist concerns have a major weight,
both in=extraction and exploration.

At the same time, the government’s
measures amounted to an austerity
program for the masses. The minimum
wage was set at 8,490 pesos. However,
one of the key demands of the movement
that forced the military to relinquish
power was for a minimum living wage and
the miners union estimates this to be
around 40,000 pesos for a family of five.
Not one of the unions demands a mini-
mum wage less than 23-25,000 pesos.

The government froze wages, calling
for a “social truce” for 100 working days.
But at the same time, it increased the
charges of vital services, such as transport
and electricity, which make up a big
chunk of the workers’ unavoidable expen-

ses. The cost of electricity was hiked
from two to three times, depending on
the incomes of the users.

The higher costs of electricity were
particularly resented. In fact, this
touched a number of sensitive nerves. The
government has recently nationalized the
Bolivian Power Company. This is a
typical example of a Bolivian concern.
For fifty years, its owners put scarcely
any money in it. Now, in order to devel-
op it, the government is upping the
charges to acquire funds for investment.

Typically the Bolivian bourgeoisie
does not invest its own money in the
country; it invests only when it gets subsi-
dies. And then the profits of public
corporations are siphoned off to build
the private sector.

So, protests developed against the
electricity price hikes in both the neigh-
borhoods and unions, involving, in parti-
cular, petition campaigns.

Actually so long as the government
accepts the structural context in which
it finds itself — the rules of the market
and capitalism in general, the existence of
an unrepresentative right-wing majority in
parliament — it has very little room for
maneuver.

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

The foreign debt stands at 3.8 billion
dollars, a huge sum for one of the poorest
countries in the world, with a population
of only about 4 million. It is estimated
that in the coming year, payment on this
debt will absorb more than 80% of for-
eign currency income,

The Bolivian national bank estimated
in early December that the great majority
of enterprises in the country are working
at about 47% of capacity, which repre-
sents economic collapse comparable to
the crash of 1929. The official un-
employment rate is 30%, and this is to
say nothing of the unregistered unem-
ployed and the underemployed, who
make up a large percentage of the poten-
tial workforce in all underdeveloped
countries, and particularly in Bolivia.

The prices of consumer goods, accord-
ing to the government itself, have sky-
rocketed by 1,300% in the last year. At
the start of 1982, some 25 Bolivian pesos
bought one U.S. dollar. In March it took
44, Today, the subsidized export sector
is allowed to buy dollars for 200 pesos.
The official rate is 211 pesos to the dol-
lar. And the black market rate is 300 to
330 to the dollar.

Its attempts to obey the laws of capi-
talist economy are bringing the UDP
government into conflict even with its
own bourgeois supporters. It is the sec-
tions of the Bolivian bourgeoisie depen-
dent on the internal market that support
the UDP. And the November 6 measures
mean a continuing disastrous drop in the
buying power of the Bolivian people, a
corresponding contraction of the internal
market, and hence dismal prospects for
the capitalists who are trying to enrich
themselves from it.
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In this situation, the support of the
Bolivian Communist Party is crucial for
the government. It is the only way the
workers movement can be kept in line.

The PCB holds the key lever in the
trade-union movement, since it controls
the miners union, the organization of
the most advanced and economically
decisive section of the working eclass.

The game this party is playing is
a classical Stalinist one, combining sup-
port in practice for the government’s
austerity policies with demagogic left
language and gestures.

Unfortunately, the Cuban leadership is
reinforcing the PCB operation by uncri-
tically boosting the UDP government,
despite the Fidelistas’ historic differ-
ences with the Bolivian CP. On the other
hand, the guerrilla organizations linked
to the Cubans have degenerated or with-
ered away.

The UDP reemerged as the leadership
of the opposition to the dictatorship
when military rule was clearly on the way
out. It did not in fact give leadership to
the resistance during the years of army
rule. But in the absence of a general polit-
ical alternative, it regained its position
of dominance, based on the two previous
elections in which it established its posi-

tion in the electoral arena. It has hegemo- .

ny, therefore, not a real grip on the mas-
ses. And most importantly, it is not
in a position to offer any material con-
cessions to any major sector of the
population.

The government in fact finds itself
already being outflanked by the rightist
majority in parliament. The UDP has
agreed to keep the parliament elected be-
fore the coup, although it and the left
would certainly win overwhelmingly
in new elections. Obviously the rightist
majority is a guarantee to the bourgeoisie
and the imperialists. The government
also finds it useful as a scapegoat for
its failure to meet the expectations of
the workers and the people. However,
this has not kept the right from opening
up a propaganda campaign in its news-
papers and through its radio stations
against the government precisely because
of this failure.

For example the rightists denounced
the increase in electricity prices with
the most touching display of concern
for the empty pockets of the poor.

In parliament itself, the right sabotages
even small attempts by the government
to do positive things. For example, it
blocked the purchase of penicillin from
Hungary, which offered to sell it to Boli-
via at eight pesos a unit, far below the
world price. In February, there will be
no more penicillin, and the right will be
able to argue that under this government
even essential medicines have become
unavailable.

Nor is the right appreciative of the
PCB’s role in holding back the workers
movement. It has started a campaign to
get the CP out of the government. In
fact, this serves a dual purpose, to put
pressure on the party to be even more

cooperative, and to prepare the way for
a more right-wing regime,

THE ROLE OF THE BOLIVIAN CP

The influence of the Partido Socialista-
Uno, the party to the left of the UDP
in parliament, is increasing rapidly. It
is not much of an organizing force but
it established a presence on the parlia-
mentary level before the coup, and now
serves as a rallying ground for the growing
mass impatience with the government,
and thus as a key barometer.

The expanding influence of the PS-
Uno also reflects the failure of the UDP
government to carry through even a
serious program of dismantling the dicta-
torship. The PS-Uno’s platform is essenti-
ally one of pressing for democratization,
in particular for a thorough cleaning out
of the military.

Another key gauge of the radicaliza-
tion of the masses are the elections held
recently in the trade unions. In every
case, the left has made a very strong
showing, and in important cases won the
majority. At the Huanuni mine, for
example, one of the most important
working-class centers, the POR-Combate
(Partido Obrero Revolucionario, Revolu-
tionary Workers Party, Bolivian section of
the Fourth International) ran a slate
together with militants coming from a
Maoist background. It got 707 votes as
against around 400 for the CP one.

Militant slates including the POR-C
have also won in the health workers
union and the teachers union. The
POR-C played an important role in lead-
ing the strike of the La Paz health work-
ers, who were demanding the right to
organize, which the government wanted
to deny public workers. The strike was
essentially victorious, although there are
still restrictions on public-worker unions.

The POR is campaigning for the im-
mediate granting of a 23,000 pesos mini-
mum wage. It opposes the government’s
demand for a 100 day social truce under
the slogan “People who are hungry can-
not wait 100 days.” It is pressing for the
COB to draw up a workers and peasants
plan for dealing with the crisis. In fact,
faced with the passivity of the Lechin
leadership, local unions have been de-
manding that the COB call a meeting
to discuss proggam.

The POR-C is putting forward a prog-
ram of democratic rights, for the right
to organize for public workers, the
right to criticize parliament, the right
to demonstrate, and for the organiza-
fion of workers self-defense by the
COB to prevent any future coup. In fact,
representatives of the paramilitary groups
organized by the dictatorship are still
everywhere in public life — to such an
extent that in his year-end speech the
president himself felt compelled to be-
wail this “disgrace.”

The POR-C argues, along with other
forces in the labor movement, that either
Siles Suazo is serious about getting rid of
the paramilitaries, in which case the COB
should help; or, if he is not, the COB

‘Long live the people’s resistance’ (DR)

should do it.

In answer to the government’s pro-
posal for parity comanagement boards to
supervise the nationalized industries,
the POR-C and the left wing of the labor
movement calls for a workers majority in
all organs of nationalized industry.

Notably, the workers reaction to the
proposal for parity boards has been cool.
This shows how far the consciousness of
the workers has moved since the national-
izations of the 1950s. They have had ex-
tensive experience with the bureaucracy
that runs the state companies and with
the way these companies divert profits to
private firms.

At the same time, the POR-C is calling
for workers control in the private sector.
This has become a traditional demand of
the Bolivian labor movement, owing to
the major Trotskyist influence that exist-
ed in the formative period after World
War II.

The government has made some noises
about setting up Committees to Defend
the People’s Economy (CODEPs). The
POR-C seized on this to start a cam-
paign for forming such bodies and making
them into effective means of controlling
the economy.

In general, the POR-C is actively work-
ing to build joint action with as broad
a spectrum of forces in the labor move-
ment as possible on every issue where
there are opportunities for concrete strug-
gles. Openings have appeared for such
common action not only with local
forces in the unions but with PCP acti-
vists in various areas who are more mili-
tant in practice than the line of their
party.

An extremely important political
process is opening up in Bolivia, which
will have an important impact on the
other, much larger, countries in the
Andes and in southern Latin America,
where the workers movement is reviving.
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The struggle in the workplaces
in besieged Nicaragua

Recently Heinz Liechti toured Nicaragua
visiting factories, agricultural coopera-
tives, and unions and discussing with
many workers, peasants as well as trade-
union activists and leaders. In the follow-
ing article, he points up some of the prob-
lems of the Sandinista unions in the pre-
sent stage, as imperialist pressures in-
crease,

MANAGUA — The San Antonio sugar
mill in Chichigalpa, the largest in Central
America, has a permanent workforce of
1,000. During the harvest, it takes on
an additional 5,000 seasonal workers. The
mill belongs to the Pellas family who thus
own the biggest private enterprise in
Nicaragua.

The Pellas family controls 35% of the
national sugar production. The other
65% is in the state sector. The San Anto-
nio workers are among the most cons-
cious and militant in Nicaragua. So, it
might be expected that nothing could
happen in the mill without the agreement
of the Sandinista union, the Ronaldi Al-
tamirano CST, which won its authority
during the Sandinista insurection.

THE BOSSES HAVE NOT GIVEN UP

However, since one of the foremost
goals of the revolution is to raise produc-
tion, the bosses have been able to block
many moves by the union to improve
working conditions. So, the CST cannot
show that it has won new material gains
for the workers.

One of the objectives of the bourgeoi-
sie is to divide the union movement. It
managed to accomplish this in a cer-
tain number of enterprises. The method
was, right after the Sandinista victory, to
grant wage raises higher than those pro-
vided for in national targets set by the
FSLN.

By means of such material concessions
many workers at the San Antonia sugar
mill were literally bought. More than 500
workers resigned from the CST. The
bourgeois ‘“union,” the CTN/CUS claims
that it recruited all these workers. A care-
ful study by the CST showed than this
was an exaggeration. Only 150 workers
joined the yellow union.

THE SANDINISTA RESPONSE

A turn took place in 1981/82. In July
1981, the CST and the Sandinista tech-
nicians exposed the policy of the Pellas

family in a document addressed to the
government. It showed that owners were
following a line that went from ignoring
the laws against the sabotage of produc-
tion to “decapitalization” of the enter-
prise. A demonstration of 2,000 workers
backed up the demands that the govern-
ment deal with the machinations of the
Pellas family.

Finally, before and during the last har-
vest, the CST in the mill was able to go
back on the offensive. Since the Pellas
family made no attempt to organize the
harvest properly, the CST, with the sup-
port of the FSLN, presented the bosses
with a precise plan for bringing in the
sugar cane. An ultimatum was delivered.
Either the Pellas carried out the harvest
according to the plan, or the CST would
take things in hand and expropriate the
machines necessary to do it. Pellas had
to give in.

In addition, a conflict broke out in
a subsidiary. In Rio Grande, the yellow
unions dominated in the mill. They had
succeeded in driving out the CST. They
negotiated a contract with the boss. But
he violated 48 of the 50 points agreed on.
A conflict ensued.

Despite the division that existed, the
CST intervened and backed up all the de-
mands the yellow union was making on
the bosses. This exemplary line of work-
ing-class unity not only forced the boss
to respect the contract and to grant
other demands but also led to the total
collapse of the bourgeois unions.

Today, the CST local in the enterprise
is able to analyze the economic situation
of the concern is a detailed and precise
way. Nonetheless, its sphere for in-
dependant action is limited to monitor-

‘Participate®in the revolution, increase production.’ (DR)

ing production. It must submit the results
of its studies to the government, which
alone in this stage of the revolution can
set aside the prerogatives of ownership.

Francisco, the union secretary, ex-
plained to us it was to be hoped that the
enterprise would be socialized totally in
the not too distant future. For the time
being, it was necessary to keep a close
watch on everything the boss did. The
militia unit at the plant is maintaining
an armed guard over the installations.

ICI—-THE LINE OF A
MULTINATIONAL

The conditions are still more difficult
in Nicaragua’s biggest agro-chemical con-
cern, ICI — Casa, a subsidiary of the
British chemical trust, ICI. Of the 65
workers in the factory, 50 were members,
of the CST up to a year ago. The manage-
ment left no stone unturned to sabotage
production and divide the union. It de-
manded that the government maintain
the fiscal concessions that had been
granted by the previous regime,

When the FSLN refused, the company
started to organize an investment boy-
cott. The British parent company set up a
competing plant in Guatemala. Then, it
obliged the Leon subsidiary to buy raw
materials at high prices in Guatemala and
to sell its finished products there at low
prices. In this way, more and more capi-
tal was drained off from the Leon enter-
prise.

The management went so far as to
poison the finished products destined for
Costa Rica, thereby destroying the plant’s
market in that country. The union found
itself denied any access to the company




books. The CST union secretary in Leon
was even barred from the plant.

Since the FSLN did not want to take
on a multinational, the ICI — Casa work-
ers got practically no political support.
The management pushed its offensive still
further. Workers who were ready to join
the yellow union got wage increases. A
tennis court was built for it. The yellow
union got a loan for building a head-
quarters. More than thirty workers left
the CST, and some of them joined the
yellow union. The boss forced the CST
union secretary to do a job outside the
plant — transporting material to Hondu-
ras. Reluctantly, he accepted the assign-
ment. On the road, he just missed being
caught in a bombing of his truck. After

that he refused an order from the com-
pany to take material to Guatemala.

THE SANDINISTAS’ HANDS TIED

It has been possible for the bosses
to get away with this cunning divisionist
line up till now essentially for two
reasons. First, the agrochemical workers
were among the best paid before the rev-
olution. Since the FSLN has been con-
cerned mainly with raising the minimum
wage, the revolution has not brought any
material gains for the workers at ICI—
Casa.

Secondly, since the company is a
multinational, there is no opening to de-

velop workers control and build workers
militia. As the CST union secretary at
Leon pointed out, the laws for fighting
decapitalization, which make workers
control possible, are quite lax with re-
spect to multinationals. :

Appointing a state manager in a multi-
national, however necessary, would ha'{e
grave consequences for a country that 1s
highly dependent on the world market
and international credit. The British ICI
has already threatened to impose a total
blockade of raw-materials shipments. The
European countries have made similar
threats about cutting off credit.

(From La Breche of 18 December, the
French language weekly of the Swiss sec-
tion of the Fourth International.) [

In the camp of the “Contras”

Lars PALMGREN

The following article is from the new year
double issue (1-2, 1983) of the Stock-
holm monthly magazine ETC,

In mid-December war broke out again
in Nicaragua.

At least a thousand counterrevolution-
aries hit military and economic targets in
the northwest of the country.

The Sandinistas accuse Honduras of
opening up their territory to the coun-
terrevolutionary forces, saying that the
attacks are launched from across the
Honduran border.

The Honduran authorities strenuously
deny the Sandinistas’ accusations, arguing
that what is happening in Nicaragua is
strictly internal to that country. The
Honduran government has even claimed
that the Sandinistas are using the claim
about counterrevolutionary camps as a
pretext for attacking Honduras.

Who is lying?

All indications are that the Honduran
government is the big lier. But both the
U.S. and the Honduran government have
stuck to the same story, and up till now
no one had seen the camps.

However, ETC’s correspondent was in
the border area when the fighting broke
out, and along with three other jounal-
ists, he was able, for the first time as far
as we know, to visit one of these camps.
His report indicates that not only does
the Honduran army know about these
camps but that it works in close collusion
wi_th the Nicaraguan counterrevolution-
aries.

Across the Honduran border, the ter-
rain rises 79 meters, and the vegetation
changes from tropical to tall pines, rather
like Vastmanland in Sweden. Here be-
tween Paraiso in the west and Las Trojes

in the east, several tens of thousands of
Nicaraguans took refuge during Somoza’s
time. After the Sandinista victory, most
of them went home. But in the past two
months, about 4,000 new refugees have
arrived. Most of them are in the tract
around Las Trojes, five hours journey
from the capital of the department,
Danli.

The road leads to Las Trojes re-
minds you most of a newly built logging
road.

Immediately after coming off the main
road, we ran into two Honduran soldiers
who were on their way to their base in
Las Trojes.

Julio, one of them, was 21 years old,
and had been in the army for four years.
A small mustache adorned his upper lip.

After a half hour of small talk, we
started to talk about Los Contras, the
Nicaraguan counterrevolutionaries.

‘““Have you seen contras around here?”

“Of course, there have been loads of
them. Their camps are all around here;
near Las Trojes there are a couple, may-
be three.”

“Have you ever been in one?”

“Yes, a couple of times. Most of them
are teenagers, and there are girls, too. It’s
clear that a girl can shoot a FAL as good
as a boy.”

“Did they have good weapons?”

“Better than us. Almost all of them
had FALs, but they also had grenade
launchers and mortars of several calibers.

“What do you think of the contras?”

“They have been extremely decent to
me. I think that they have been very nice
to all of us.”

“Have you ever fought the Sandinis-
tas?”

“No, the Sandinistas have never come
over here. But now the conitras have gone

into Nicaragua.”
Suddenly, a valley opened up in front

of us. At the other end was Jalapa. That
is where the biggest Nicaraguan tobacco
plantations are. At the bottom of the
valley, the road that we were travelling on
forms the border. But we could see no
guards on the Nicaraguan side. There
were no buildings, only the racks for dry-
ing tobacco. A bit further down the
valley, a long column of smoke was rising.

“The contras set fire to four tobacco
storage barns a few weeks ago,” Julio
said.

Las Trojes consists of a few houses on
both sides of the road, which turns at a
90 degree angle. A funeral procession was
moving through the town as we came in.
None of the known contras that the local
people mentioned to us and said could
take us to the camp were at home. So,
we went on through the town, toward
the newly constructed refugee camp
and the coffee plantations.

The women coffee pickers, they are
nearly always women, were just about
to go home when we came up. About
half were Nicaraguans, recently arrived
refugees.

Who are they?

Why had they left Nicaragua?

One of the women — she could not
have been more than 25, but with all her
teeth gone she looked 50 — wore a ragged
red dress. She said:

“You could not work like before,
they wanted to take our land away.”

“Did you have any land?”

“YES.”

“Did they take it away?”’

“No. We had two parcelas, and they
are now left uncultivated.”

“So, why did you run away?”’

“They could have come and killed us.”

“Did they threaten you?”

IEND'!!

“Do you know anyone who was
kill:ad?“




“No, but they said that they were go-
ing to take our land, and that they might
kill us.”

“Who said that?”

She looked down and did not answer.

“Was it your husband?”’

“The contras took him away as soon
as we got here.”

“Where did they take him?”

“They said they were going to a meet-
ing.”

“Did he want to go?”’

“No, he wept. He didn’t want to be
forced to leave me alone with our four
children.”

“Do you want to go back to Nicara-
glla?ﬂ'

“Yes, with God’s help.”

‘““Are you sorry that you left?”

She murmured vaguely.

She and her husband and four chilren
came here together with a group of about
300 others. From what she and other
women said, it was hard to see why they
left Nicaragua.

The stories they told suggested that
they had been enticed to leave, and in
some cases forced.

Most of them were poor, simple, un-
educated people, often coming from iso-
lated tracts of land. Their society was
dominated by some authority, the priest,
the local judge, the landowner, or some
other kind of local strongman. Their
stories had a common theme. The local
boss told them to flee, because “they’re
going to come and take your land and
kill you.”

They were told that Honduras would
be a lot better, and when they came here,
the men were taken away, and the wo-
men were left alone. A lot of them said
that uniformed Hondurans —some said
police, others said soldiers — were present
when their husbands were taken away.

A young Honduran woman said:

“If they don’t go with the contras,
they are called Sandinistas and infiltra-
tors, and they are likely to have a rough
time.”

While we were talking a heavy Toyota
jeep drove past. Two men sat in front.

War in Central America (DR)

In the back, there was a load of ammuni-
tion covered by a tarpaulin. There were
another four men sitting there.

We asked the women where the
contras had their camps.

“A lot of them have been abandoned,
since they have gone into Nicaragua,”
she answered.

“There is still one over there,
other answered.

A young Honduran woman gave us
more precise directions.

“If you go through the gate on the
right side and then go straight up into
the forest, you’ll come to one of them.
But be careful. They’re a bit jittery.”

After some time, we found the gate.
An elderly woman was going by just as
we went through,

“Are you going to the camp?,”’ she
asked. “Be careful, they’re dangerous,
they shoot.”

We three Europeans and an American
journalists went up to the edge of the
forest. In the meadow facing it were some
cows and horses. We talked in a loud
voice so that no one could get the idea
we were trying to sneak in.

Deep tire tracks showed that the heavy
jeep had passed by on the path not long
before. The smell of pines was strong in
the gentle rain. After about a turn, we
saw two men armed with FAL rifles
standing guard. They jumped when they
saw us. One ran into the forest; the other
pointed the gun at us.

We put our hands over our heads and
walked straight toward him.

“We are journalists.”

“We come from
press.”’

“We want to talk to your leader.”

We did everything we could to con-
vince and reassure the guard, who was
getting more and more nervous as we
came nearer. He was wearing a reddish
shirt and blue jeans, and he had a helmet
hidden under his straw hat. We stopped
apart ten feet away. His eyes glinted with
a look of nervousness, uncertainty, and
perhaps fear.

“Sit down,” he said, pointing with his
rifle. “Sit together there.”

” an-
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“Do you want a cigarette?”

“No. Sit down, sit down.”

So, we went to the spot where he was
pointing nervously with his rifle. We sat
as quietly as we could. We looked toward
the forest.

An unarmed man in a black-and-white
checked shirt and jeans was coming to-
ward us. In the other side of the bend,
we heard loud voices and noise from a
radio.

“We want to talk to your leader.”

He ran back around the bend. Five
minutes later, he returned.

“There is no leader here; there’s no-
body here but refugees.”

“Can we talk to them?”

“No, that is not permitted, that is
not permitted. You must go back to
Las Trojes and talk to the commander
there.”

“We have already talked to him. We
want to talk to contras.”

“We don’t know anything about that,”
the nervous man with the rifle said. He
pointed with his gun.

“You must go away, go away, we
don’t know anything.”

We figured that it wasn’t a good idea
to insist any more. We walked back in
the opposite direction. Before we
reached the next turn in the road, some-
body shouted.

“Stop, stop, they filmed us.”

We turned around. The armed guard
had raised his FAL. He was shouting all
the time. We walked directly toward
him with our arms over our heads. We
were a bit more frightened now. An-
other man came over the ridge that
concealed the camp.

He was wearing an expensive straw
hat, and a short, light-weight black sports
jacket, blue jeans and boots. He looked
tense and suspicious.

“Who are you? How did you come
here?”

We explained again, we were journal-

ists, people on the road had said that we

could find contras here.

Time after time, he asked us how we
got there, and every time we explained
that we had been directed by people
along the road.

“Secrecy,” he said, “you can’t main-
tain any secrecy.”

We talked for a while, and his suspi-
cion began to fade. He said that he un-
derstood that we were looking for news.
0.K., so we were journalists. The prob-
lem was that journalists always distorted
what they said.

“We are not Somocistas or former
National Guards. We are the FDN (Fren-
te Democratico Nicaraguense, Nicaraguan
Democratic Front). That’s what we are
called. Somoza has been dead for more
than a year and a half, and my name
isn’t Somoza, so I can’t see why you keep
calling us Somocistas. And most of us
were never in the National Guard. We
are the FDN, write that.”

It turned out that he was a lawyer
from Managua. He has been fighting for
three years, he said. Before, he studied
with Luis Carrion and Jaime Wheelock,
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both of whom are in the FSLN national
leadership.

“] know what they want,” he said.

“I know that they are 100 per cent
Communists. And if we don’t stop them,
even the U.S, is going to go Communist
in ten years.”

He was quite agitated.

“It’s all Carter’s fault. Write that,
write that it is Carter’s fault that we have
to fight the Communists now. Write that
we have to fight the Communists to de-
fend the U.S.”

A car drove up the path. When it came
round the turn, we saw that it was the
same Toyota that we spotted earlier. The
back was empty. Ten minutes later it
came by again, this time the back was
full.

Edgardo, as the man said we could call
him, nodded toward it.

“We have 6,000 men now. We have
five fronts here and one on the Costa
Rican border. Now the war is being

waged inside Nicaragua. We have liber-

ated a territory, and that is where our

command center is.”

He looked at us, one after the other.
We nodded.

“In three weeks, big things are going
to happen here. In five months we will
have won. Write that, write that in five
months we will have the Communists
cleared out.”

We asked if we could follow them into
Nicaragua and interview their leader.
He rejected this.

“That might be good,” he said. *“We
haven’t gotten good coverage in the press,
and we could use that. I'll see what I
can do. Next week I have to go to Teguci-
galpa. I'll see if I can set up some contact
with out leaders.

Then he seemed to realize that he had
already said too much.

“But the authorities here know no-
thing about us. We are totally undergroud
here. Totally.”

We asked about Eden Pastora, the
so-called Comandante Zero, who is lead-
ing the FDN’s attack form Costa Rico.

“He’s as much a Communist as the
ones who are still in Nicaragua,” Edgardo
snarled. ‘“‘He’s a splitter, maybe an infil-
trator. I have no confidence in Social
Democrats. It’s right against left, there’s
nothing in between. We are the only ones
who are really fighting, the FDN. We
are the only ones who for real, the real
counterrevolutionaries.”

We left when night fell. We didn’t
stay over night in Las Trojes. We all
got the feeling that the camp was a lot
more dangerous than we had thought,

The day we arrived in Tegucigalpa, the
papers carried a statement from the Hon-
duran minister of foreign affairs saying
that there were not, and had never been,
‘counterrevolutionary bases on Honduran
soil,

“We want peace,” he said. “But the
Sandinistas apparently want war.” &

FSLN's letter to leaders
of Sandinista Defense Committees

The following is the text of an October 7
letter from Commander Bayardo Arce,
Coordinator of the Political Commission
of the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN), to the municipal, village,
neighborhood, and block committees of
the Sandinista Defense Committees
(CDS).

The FSLN National Directorate sends
greetings to the 459,750 CDS members
throughout the country, who on a daily
basis are strengthening the defense and
preserving the gains of our people by
carrying out their tasks. That is precisely
why we want to repeat to you the con-
cepts outlined by your National Coordi-
nator, Commander Leticia Herrera, and
by Sergio Ramirez, at the commemora-
tion of the CDSs’ Fourth Anniversary.

We affirm that the entire CDS mem-
bership, fully involved in their tasks and
continually working to become more
responsible, contribute decisively to the
way in which the Sandinista People’s
Revolution confronts the difficulties
inherited from the past. The same holds
true in regard to the problems brought
in by the war policies that have sought
to strangle our aspirations to be respected,
sovereign, and independent.

We firmly believe that the CDS leader-
ship and membership must express quali-
ties that can be measured by:

- participation in defense activities;

- respect for the revolution’s laws;

- discipline and respect in carrying out
the directions of their immediate supe-

riors; and

- willingness to be the best servants of
the people, avoiding and combatting op-
portunism, bureaucratism, favoritism, and
bossism.

In this framework, a concern has
arisen that troubles the National Directo-
rate. We consider it an unavoidable duty
to present it to you. There are signs that
many coordinators have not accurately
understood the line of the revolutionary
directives. Based on its persuasive charac-
ter, this policy has the aim of attracting
the sympathy of sectors that, because
of their situation, ought to be in favor
of defending the revolution.

We refer to arbitrary attitudes and
actions that have effects that are contrary

to Sandinista principles. For example:

— Authorization of arbitrary land or
building seizures, despite the fact that all
legal efforts are being made to give a plot
of land to all who need and deserve it.

— Withholding the sugar distibution
card from someone who has still not
come to understand the revolution, in-
stead of using the revolution’s achieve-
ments to raise his or her consciousness.
We know that this method is used at
times to pressure people into doing CDS
tasks, which are supposed to be volun-
tary.

— Harassment by words and deeds of
citizens who profess another ideology,
religious or political, or who work with
persons or institutions not identified with
the revolution.,

— Arrogant and haughty attitudes,
taking on a kind of authority that only

discredits

the organizations; creating
small elite groups; and fostering divisive-
ness and intrigues among neighbors in a
community.

— Misusing one’s position in order to
transform personal problems into prob-
lems of the organization, or promoting
destructive campaigns to discredit per-
sons with whom one has -conflicts.

— Falling into an abuse of authority
and using a responsible post in the organi-
zation as a way to enjoy personal or
family privileges. A concrete case, for
example, would be to award lots to
close relatives, bypassing the directives
of the revolutionary state. This only
encourages and puts into practice notions
left over from Somozaism.

— To tolerate or lead in abusing revo-
lutionary vigilance (voluntary night-watch
duty), especially through taking repres-
sive measures against those who still have
not joined in this task. ( In some cases
this has gone so far as the breaking
of someone’s door, or the casting of
doubt on them, forgetting the fact that
all CDS tasks are voluntary.)

It is absolutely necessary that we re-
view our position and make corrections.
We have been thinking that we ought
to meet in the near future to discuss these
matters infernally. Today, more than
ever, national unity is the determining
factor in defense. That is why we have
put forward these ideas, upon which you
will surely reflect.

(From Intercontinental Press of De-
cember 27, 1982.) ®



A new

defeat

for the Uruguayan junta

Daniel JEBRAC

On November 28, primary elections were held to chose dele-
gates for the conventions to reconstitute the three parties to
which the dictatorship agreed to give legal status. Since all
Uruguayans could vote in them, they were also a test of the
relative strength of these parties, as well as the various currents
within them.

The three legal parties were the Partido Nacional (Blanco)
and the Partido Colorado, the traditional bourgeois parties;
and the small Catholic party, the Union Civica, which represents
a recent resurrection of a formation that dissolved itself in
1961. For each, 500 national and departmental-convention
delegates were to be chosen.

The respective national conventions are to select the party
executives, which will then be charged with working out the
platform and designating candidates for the elections that are
to be held in 1984, in the framework of the “process of demo-
cratic restoration” promised by the junta.

What the dictatorship wanted to get out of the exercise was
to get a firm grip on the political apparatuses of the legalized
bourgeois formations. Coming after the 1980 constitutional ref-
erendum, in which the junta’s proposals were defeated by a 57%

“no” vote, the party primary elections were a new political test

for the military dictatorship.

The military had taken every precaution to assure that it was
not dealt another rebuff. First of all, only old bourgeois for-
mations were legalized. Every other party, from the Christian
Democracy to the Communist Party remained banned, in parti-
cular those that belonged to the Frente Amplio (Broad Front)
coalition that was formed in 1971 and won 18% of the vote in
the elections of that year.

Moreover, even the officially recognized parties were sub-
jected to restrictions and harassment, such as the “suspension”
of the civil rights of their main leaders. The junta also de-
manded that more than 600 persons be taken off the slates of
candidates drawn up by the various parties, those it considered
“unsuitable” for various reasons,

The weekly paper of the Christian Democratic Party, Opcion,
was permanently banned because it called for casting a blank
ballot. It was accused of “‘acting like a political party and
serving as a mouthpiece for the Frente Amplio.” Thegmagazine
of the opposition in the Partido Blanco, Democracia, was sus-
pended, as was a publication of Catholic groups, La Plaza. It
had raised the question of the political prisoners in an editorial
entitled “Mercy for the Vanquished.”

The military issued warning after warning to the leaders of
the traditional parties, who, it said, “cannot find their proper
place or cooperate with the boards of the elections.” At a
press conference on October 18, the minister of the interior,
General Yamandu Trinidad, said: “There are factions in the
traditional parties that want to go back to the old ruts and
which are not helping either the process or the country.”

A few days late, Yamandu Trinidad threatened “to bring to
(military) justice any politicians who fail to conform to the
norms that have been laid down.”

Despite all this intimidation, the outcome of the elections
represented a setback for the military dictatorship. About 70%
of the 2 million registered voters went to the polls. The an-

10

nouncement of the results was greeted with an explosion of joy
in the streets of Montevideo. The Partido Blanco had eclipsed
the Partido Colorado, the party more openly linked to the dicta-
torship, winning 46% to its rival’s 40%.

More importantly, the big winners were the dissident factions
of the traditional parties. In the Partido Blanco, it was the
candidates of the “For the Homeland” current, linked to the
exiled leader Wilson Ferreyra Aldunate; and those of the Mocha
Movement who topped the poll. They got 70% of the vote. And
in Montevideo itself, their score reached 78%. The progovern-
mental current garnered only 9.4%.

In the Colorado Party, the current led by Jose Maria San-
guinetti and Jorge Battle (who had his civic rights suspended by
the regime) won 330 convention seats and 67% of the vote. The
progovernment current got only 148 seats and 28.6% of the
vote. Only 1% of those who voted cast ballots for the Union
Civica.

The Socialist and Communist parties (the latter’s position
was expressed by its exiled leader Rodney Arismendi in Mos-
cow) called for a vote for the ‘““progressive” candidates in the
tolerated bourgeois parties. In opposition to this, a significant
current developed around the call for a blank vote, representing
a rejection of the dictatorship and its rules that had made it
impossible to cast a class vote.

The blank-ballot call was supported by the Partido de Vitoria
Popular (PVP) and the Partido Socialista de Los Trabajadores
(PST). But it was also supported by Opcion and General Liber
Seregni, the former leader of the Frente Amplio, who was ar-
rested in 1973. From prison, he issued a courageous appeal for
a blank vote,

This position was also supported by Uruguayan emigre circles
in Brazil, and it was backed up by the Brazilian workers move-
ment in a petition with a long list of signers. Among them were
the leaders of the Workers Party (PT), including Lula and parlia-
mentary deputy Djamla Bom; trade-union leaders such as
Paolo Skromov; and figures in the PMDB, the main bourgeois
opposition party, such as Fernando Enrique Cardoso.

When the ballots were counted, 11% were blank, represent-
ing a very substantial success for a campaign of this sort.

As soon as the results were known, Ferteyra Aldunate’s
daughter, Silvia, called for a common front of all the opposi-
tion groups and currents to fight for a restoration democracy.
This bourgeois opposition gained some new legitimacy as a
result of the primary elections. But it was not able to do any-
thing to follow up on the massive “no’’ vote against the dicta-
torship in 1980. In fact, its failure allowed the dictatorship to
press the claim that the vote had simply been against any charge
in the regime.

For their part, the military have announced their intention
of holding a new constitutional referendum in 1983, prepara-
tory presidential elections in 1984. Both of these dates remain
hypothetical, however. As regards the constitution, the mili-
tary are sticking to their proposal of a “fourth branch of govern-
ment,” the Consejo de Seguridad Nacional (COSENA), which
would perpetuate military involvement in government. This
scheme of the military started a groundswell of support for
the bourgeois opposition already in 1981.

As regards the projected presidential elections, the pro-
spective civilian candidates acceptable to the military were a=
buried in the primary elections. ®
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The primary elections
and the Uruguayan workers movement

Interview with PVP leader

Shortly before the Uruguayan primary elections, Luis Romero,
a leader of the PVP, gave the following interview to Luis Alon-
so, correspondent of International Viewpoint in Madrid.

The PVP was formed in 1975 in the underground, represent-
ing a fusion ofelements coming from the anarchosyndicalist Fede-
ration of Uruguay (FAU) and the Tupamaros. After the stepup
of repression in 1976, it had 200 members in prison. Anarchosyn-
dicalism has historically been a major current in the workers
movement in Argentina and Uruguay, with a revolutionary tra-
dition.

The PVP represents the regroupment of a radical political
current that developed over more than a decade. The FAU had
participated in the founding cornférence of the Movimiento de
Liberacion (MLN-Tupamaros) in 1962, but it soon broke away

In 1970, elements coming from the FAU played a key role in
the emergence of two groups. One was the Revolutionary Peo-
ple’s Organization 33, an armed group whose purpose was to
back up workers struggles. The other was the Workers and Stu-
dents Resistance, a mass organization that included many work-
ers.

In 1972, after the defeat of the Tupamaros, a section of the
MLN broke away looking for a more political strategy. It fused
with elements from the FAU. All of these streams fed into the
PVP, :

Romero, a rubber worker, was a leader of his union before
the union movement was suppressed and a member of the Na-
tional Confederation of Labor (CNT) executive that called the
1973 general strike. Today he is a member of the coordinating

for the MLN in disagreement with its military line.

Question. How would you evaluate
the constitutional referendum held by the
dictatorship in November 19807

Answer. You must understand that
my country is in the grip of a bloodthirs-
ty dictatorship, one of the most brutal in
Latin America.
of the harshest. Torture is employed on a
massive scale, and the number of “missing
persons” is quite large.

Against this background, the majority
of “no” votes against the junta’s draft
constitution on November 30, 1980, was
a severe blow to the dictatorship. The
results raised the hopes of the comrades
who are fighting inside the country, of
the poor masses, the workers, the stu-
dents, and all those who are working out-
side the country to keep the resistance
going.

We have to recognize that the weak-
ness of the workers political organizations
and trade-unions kept us from taking
advantage of this victory to move toward
achieving a fundamental change in
Uruguay. The effects of many years of
repression and disorganization prevented
the people from gathering the fruits of
their victory. It is clear, however, that
the people are continuing to resist, and
that there are going to be new opportuni-
ties to throw monkey wrenches into the
dictatorship’s plans and to go forward
from the victory won on November 30,
1980.

Q. What role did the traditional bour-
geois parties play in this process?

A. The results of the referendum re-
present rejection of the dictatorship by
the people.  But the traditional parties
of the bourgeoisie — the Blancos and
Colorados — saw the referendum solely
as an opportunity for advancing their
specific interests against the dictator-
ship. The people rejected the dictator-
ship in its entirety, while these bour-
geois forces only rejected the constitu-
tion proposed by the military. This is

Its prison system is one

why the military were able to bounce back.

Between a return to indiscriminate
repression and a dialogue with the tra-
ditional bourgeois parties, which it found
amenable enough, the military opted
for the latter solution. In defense of the
interests of their class, these politicians
opened up a dialogue with the dictator-
ship, thereby throwing away the vic-
tory in the referendum.

The bourgeois parties oppose certain
aspects of the government’s economic
policy, but they see the military as their
class allies. In fact, the conditions of
this dialogue make it a bit of a farce. The
government and the armed forces are

‘imposing their conditions, which the

bourgeois parties accept, even if they
sometimes complain. But these politi-
cians have never been able to resist dia-
logue with the dictatorship and to de-
mand that the people’s will be respected.

In their very first meeting with the pol-
itical committee of the armed forces, the
party leaders were forced to accept a re-
duction of the number of their represen-
tatives. The Blanco and Colorado parties
presented draft statutes, on which the
armed forces committee imposed restric-
tions, and then further restrictions were
imposed by the Council of State. It was
only in this*truncated form that their sta-
futes were accepted.

The demands of these parties have
never gone so far that they have come in
conflict with the dictatorship’s plans.
This is why the people do not regard
them as a serious opposition to the dicta-
torship. If they did that would open up
possibilities for making alliances to fight
the dictatorship. The rules for the legal
parties ban the main leaders of these par-
ties, and they have accepted this. The
rules prohibit the parties from having in-
ternational ties, and they have accepted
this, even though this affects Communist,
Social Democrat, and Christian Democrat
parties equally.

The upcoming primary elections are an

body of the CNT in exile,

integral part of the military’s program.
After the elections, the leaders of these
legalized parties will draw up a constitu-
tion together with the military. The mili-
tary will impose what they want, that is,
the inclusion in the constitution of the
Council of National Security (COSENA)
as a body to oversee the government. This
council will be made up of the top gener-
als, the ministers, and the president.
It is clear that the parties are going to
accept these proposals because they have
no class difference with the military and
agree with the policy they are pursuing
against the workers. It is in this frame-
work that the military are preparing the
way for the presidential elections
scheduled to take place in 1984,

Q. How important do you think these
primary elections are?

A. We think that these elections have
to be used in the same way the 1980 re-
ferendum was, since the population as a
whole will vote in them. That is, they
have to be used to expose the dictator-
ship, to register a rejection of the milita-
ry’s policy.

In the left, there are three positions on
these primary elections. One calls for
voting for the most progressive candidates
in every constituency. Another calls for
boycotting, and we have to consider the
possibility that there may be a high abs-
tention rate, given the slight interest that
these elections have aroused among the
masses.

The third position, which is the one
that the PVP shares, calls for a blank
vote, which involves rejecting the dicta-
torship altogether. For us a blank vote is
a vote for class independence, it is a
means of mobilizing the masses organiza-
tionally and programmatically. It is a

vote that can serve to regroup the left
and the consistently democratic forces.
It is the kind of vote that will show that
after so many years of repression the Uru-
guayan left is alive and fighting to bring
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down the dictatorship.

Q. What is the position of the Frente
Amplio?

A. It should be remembered that
when it was set up in 1971, the Frente
Amplio embraced all of the left and sec-
tions of the Blanco and Colorado parties,
that it had the support of the Tupamaro
guerrillas and the March 26 Movement.
At present, after the repression, the
Frente Amplio is very weak inside the
country, and its representatives are influ-
enced decisively by the Communist and
Socialist parties. -

Nonetheless, in meetings in Uruguay,
the comrades of the Frente Amplio de-
cided to call for a blank vote, relying on
the authority of the chairman of the
front, General Liber Seregni, who sup-
ported that position from prison. I want
to make it clear that the position of our
party, the PVP for a blank vote in these
primary elections does not mean that we
exclude the possibility of antidictatorship
fronts with sections of the bourgeois par-

ties.
To the contrary, our party has called

several times for the formation of such a
front, but on the basis of a public agree-
ment, an agreement based on consistent
opposition to the dictatorship and calling
for real struggle and mobilization to win
the democratic demands raised by the
people.

Q. What is the present situation of the
trade-union movement?

A. After many years in which trade-
union activity was almost totally suppres-
sed, in 1980 the dictatorship issued a law
on professional associations. It was de-
signed to divert the trade-union move-
ment that was beginning to revive. In or-
der to accomplish that, however, the dic-
tatorship was obliged to grant a certain
margin for maneuver, which, however
narrow, made it possible to reorganize
workers. So, they permitted the forma-
tion of trade-union commissions in the
workplaces, with a lot of restrictions.
It included the proviso that there could
be more than one commission in each
workplace.

Since then, more than 200 commis-
sions have sprung up, and they have
maintained a spirit of working-class unity.
They have not split. And many of them
publish bulletins. The government plans
call for cortinuing this process of forming
commissions until it leads to the creation
of unions. But we think that as the
process develops the workers will main-
tain their spirit of class independence and
wreck the military’s plans for atomizing
the working-class forces.

In this process of reorganizing, the
Uruguayan workers need to be able to
count on the international solidarity of
the workers movement, Recently a dele-
gation of Brazilian trade unions of all
tendencies, including the bureaucracy,
visited my country. It played an im-
portant role because it enabled a workers
movement that has been illegal for a de-
cade to reestablish some international ties

12

and to get the feeling that it has some
backing in its struggle to reorganize the
workers.

We cannot forget that the working
class desperately needs its own indepen-
dent organizations that defend its inter-
ests. We should not forget that the real

wage has dropped 53% in a year’s time,
that 12% of the workers are unemployed,
and hundreds of thousands of people (out
of a population of about two and a half
million) have had to leave the country,
either because of the repression or be-
cause they could no longer earn a living
there. E

"Vote against the dictatorship”

1

The following is a somewhat abridged
translation of the statement on the Uru-
guayan primary elections by the Partido
Socialista de los Trabajaderes (PST-So-
cialist Workers Party) of Uruguay, an in-
dependent Trotskyist group. The PST-U
left the Fourth International in 1979, but
it now belongs to no international group-
ing. The statement was issued in Monte-
viedo a few weeks before the primary
elections,

After its crushing defeat in the consti-
tutional referendum, the dictatorship is
now preparing to implement its alter-
native political plan.

Thanks to the political truce offered
by the so-called opposition politicians,
the dictatorship has been able to regain
lits footing after the defeat suffered in the
referendum, After months of intense dis-
cussions in the name of ‘“dialogue” and
orchestrated around the theme of “tran-
sition,” it has come up with a new pro-
ject. In this framework, the politicians
of the Blanco and Colorado parties
supported putting General Gregorio Go-
mez in the presidency.

For the bourgeois opposition leaders,
their fear of the poor masses and workers
organizing was so great that they did not
hesitate to sell-out the “no’ vote vic-
tory in the referendum, and crawl back
under the protecting wing of the dictator-
ship. In fact, in the ten years of the
dictatorship they have scarcely ventured
from this hiding place. What the gener-
s had to promise them to get them to
hut their mouths was not much. It was
enough to give some partial concessions,
even ephemeral ones, to get these people
to run to the government palace and bow
down...

To put it another way, to call for
voting fomthe candidates of the tradition-
1 parties of November 28 has the same
significance for the government as calling
for a ‘“yes’ vote in the 1980 referendum.
Voting “yes” to dialogue is voting for
a country where wages constantly go
down and the number of unemployed
constantly goes up, for a country without
jobs, full of political prisoners, victims of
torture, people banned from public life,
and “missing persons.” It means saying
‘“yes” to pillage by the bosses and the
military, to the abandonment of the
country to imperialism, to the denial
of democratic rights. Finally, voting in
these elections for the candidates of the
bourgeois opposition parties — whether
they say they oppose the government or

whether they say they are “for the pro-
cess” — means saying “yes” to maintain-
ing the dictatorship. :

The kind of candidates we find on the
slates of the so-called opposition makes
this all the more clear — exploiters and
people response for repression against
the workers and the masses. Those who
vote for the “opposition Blancos” should
know that they will be voting for General
Ventura Rodriguez, former chief of pol-
ice, who ordered the butchery of work-
ers. They will be voting for representa-
tives of the imperialist banks, such as
Pons Etcheverry, and such ill-reputed
former ministers as Pivel Devoto.

The same sort of figures adorn the
slates of the ‘‘oppositionist Colorados.”
This ilk goes from the lawyers of imper-
ialist cooperations like Torigo to avowed
enemies of public education like Sangui-
netti. This is why the only way that the
workers and the masses can make their
votes count is to cast blank ballots, to
vote against the dictatorship and thel
champions of dialogue.

By casting blank ballots, we will be
voting against the economic plans of the
government and the imperialists, for re-
storing the buying power of wage earners|
and pension recipients, against layoffs
and unemployment, for the restoration
of social benefits, and against higher
prices and rents.

We will be voting against restrictions
on the right to strike, for the free func-
tioning of the trade unions, and against
the trade-union law.

We will cast blank ballots also to de-
mand an end to the intrusion of the
state arm into the schools, for autono-
mous and democratically run universi-
ties, against entrance examinations.

We will be casting blank ballots to
demand the release of the prisonersj
an end to torture, return of the exiles
and for the reappearance, safe and
sound, of the “missing persons.”

In short, we will mobilize for jobs,
better wages, and freedom. We will
vote and we will mobilize to bring
down the dictatorship.”...

—Cast a blank ballot against the dic-
tatorship and policies of dialogue!

—For free elections and a constituent
assembly elected by universal suffrage,
without anybody being banned from par-
ticipation in political life, without politic-
al prisoners, exiles, or “missing persons.”

—For a government of the workers
and poor masses.
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The outcome

of the elections in Brazil:
defeat of the dictatorship

Daniel JEBRAC

General elections took place in Brazil on
Sunday December 14, 1982. These elec-
tions brought a clear defeat for the party
in power, the Social Democratic Party
(PDS), which lost its majority in the Fed-
eral Chamber. It won the governorships
of 12 states, as against 9 won by the main

opposition party, the Brazilian Democrat-

ic Movement Party (PMDB). The govern-
orship of the politically most important
state, Rio de Janeiro, was taken by the
leaders of the Democratic Workers Party,
(PDT) Leonel Brizola.

‘I'ne opposition was vietorious in the
most significant states; those with the
greatest population and the most indus-
try, which are economiecally decisive. For
example, in the southern state of Sao
Paulo, which produces 40 per cent of
the Gross Domestic Product, the PDS
won only 25 per cent of the vote. Overall
the opposition captured 60 per cent of
the vote.

The victory of Leonel Brizola, against
a candidate of both the PDS and PMDB,

was significant. As the most consistent
bourgeois oppositionist, his election
v;;qs a clear condemnation of the dictator-
ship.

Although the results were a defeat for
the PDS, they give the bourgeoisie an
increased room for manoeuvre. The elec-
tions themselves imparted a certain legit-
imacy to tQe regime, which was reaf-
firmed around that time by the visit of
President Reagan, who promised in-
creased financial aid.

The opposition governors have not
organised themselves as an opposition
grouping, and indeed are all ready and
willing to negotiate with the government.
Indeed, Brizola himself openly stated that
‘reconciliation is a duty’. All the opposi-
tion governors have felt moved to praise

‘the president-general Figueiredo as the.

guarantor of the liberalisation process.

Thus, the bourgeoisie now find them-
selves with a more diversified and flexible
system of political domination. The
PMDB is becoming more and more a par-
ty of the centre-right — supported by the
big industrialists, and political figures

who were involved in the 1964 coup, and
who were later linked to the Alliance for
National Renewal (ARENA), the prede-
cessor of the PDS, and then to the PDS it-
self. This was notable in Sao Paulo where
the PMDB candidate was supported by a
powerful employers federation.

However the PDS, although losing its

majority in the Federal Chamber, has

by legal mechanisms, retained its majority
in the electoral college, which will elect
the new president in 1984.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
RESULTS FOR THE BOURGEOISIE

The outcome of these elections can
be considered as the fruition of the
‘liberalisation’ scenario that was the aim
of the old strategy adopted by the re-
gime. This scheme provided for a bour-
geois opposition and a ‘responsible’
workers opposition. This plan had been
disrupted by the emergence of the
Workers Party (PT), but the relative elec-
toral defeat of this party and the election
of Brizola has relaunched the former
‘perspective,

The bourgeoisie urgently needs to es-
tablish a mechanism for a social pact with
a house-broken opposition that controls
at least part of the mass movement. This
is a job that the labour bureaucracy in the
‘Brazilian Communist Party, and in the
Maoist Brazilian Communist Party is
ready to fill,

Only a few days after the elections,
the government was once again renegoti-
ating Brazil’s enormous debt of 90 billion
dollars with the International Monetary
Fund. Likewise, Reagan promised aid.
But the social consequences of the condi-
tions demanded by international capital-
ism — an end to the six-monthly adjust-
ment of wages, and attacks on the social
security system — are already evident.

Although the Brazilian bourgeosie has
come out of the elections in a better posi-
tion to deal with the situation, it is still
far from having achieved a controlled
disengagement from dictatorship. There
are strong internal tensions within dif-
ferent sections of the bourgeoisie and its
political parties.

The political institutions remain un-
stable, the trade-union question is not
sorted out. The PMDB, from now on in
power in several important states, will
be exposed to strong internal pressures.
Its right wing is already thinking about
a liberal party that could act as a prop
to the PDS in a future coalition. Others
would not be unsympathetic to the
idea of a social-democratic party, which
Leonel Brizola has already put forward.

REASONS FOR THE RELATIVE
FAILURE OF THE PT

The PT is a young party, born in the
workers struggles of 1978/79. Its launch
was greeted with tremendous enthusiasm.
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The membership rose rapidly to 300,000
and it waged a successful campaign for
legal recognition (International View-
point, No 17 November 15, 1982). This
initial success brought about an  over-
estimation of how much it could achieve
in these elections.,

Overall the PT received some 1.5 mil-

lion votes. The large majority were in the
state of Sao Paulo — 1.1 million. Here,

the PT received 10 per cent of the vote,

the national average was around 3 per
cent. The PT now has around 10 federal
deputies, 6 of whom are from the state of
Sao Paulo. It has some member in state
parliaments, and a good number of muni-
cipal councillors.

The party won the mayorship of Dia-
dema, a town in Sao Paulo’s strongly
working-class suburbs known collectively
as the ABC (Santo Andre, Sao Bernardo,
Sao Caetano, and Diadema). However, in
some states the number of votes cast for
the PT did not even equal the number of
members.

Because of its newness and its lack of
a stable organised apparatus, it has not
yet been able to firmly implant itself
amongst the working class. Thus, its
supporters are still very much under the
pressure from the centuries-old traditions
of patronage voting.

WEAKNESSES IN THE PT CAMPAIGN

The electoral mechanisms of the re-
gime also worked against the PT. The
tied vote system made it compulsory
to vote for candidates of the same party
for all posts. In many smaller and less
politicised towns, the PT could not put
up local candidates, so voters there did
not get a chance to vote for PT candi-
dates for state posts. In the cities, there
was a strong pressure to cast a ‘useful’
vote, to strengthen the recognised op-
position so as to maximize the opposi-
tion to the dictatorship.

Thus, after 18 years of dictatorship,
there were objective reasons for the PT’s
lack of success. But there were also weak-
nesses in the PT’s campaign itself.

The more moderate and electoralist
sector of the party are blaming the ‘radi-
calism’ of the campaign for the failure.
But, the results in Diadema explode these
accusations. The newly-elected PT mayor
of Diadema is a well-known militant
trade-union activist who makes no secret
of his radical views. And he waged a vigo-
rous campaign.

The PT Campaign suffered from a cer-
tain propagandism. Slogans such as ‘A
worker should vote for a worker’, or

‘Those who know how to work know.

how to govern’ were important for af-
firming the independent class nature
of the PT’s campaign. But they did not
provide clear practical responses fo the
crisis, or focus clearly on the question of
the dictatorship. Often PT speakers re-
ferred to the PDS and PMDB as ‘alike
as two peas in a pod’, which is true in the
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last analysis but diverted attention from
focusing on opposition to the dictator-
ship.

One of the most important weaknesses
was that the PT was not sufficiently or-
ganisationally and politically consolidated
to avoid cetrifugal tendencies. Only in
some areas, like Diadema, was the cam-
paign centralised, elsewhere they tended
to be rather individualistic.

The election results shattered two
myths about the PT; that it is supported
by the Church, and that it is a party of
the intellectual petty bourgeoisie at-
tracted by fashionable ideas. It is true
that Catholic fellowships were involved
in launching the PT. But at the time of
the vote, the Church hierarchy clearly
opted for supporting the responsible
bourgeois opposition. And the best re-
sults the PT obtained were in the strong
industrial concentrations.

A NEW STAGE FOR THE PT

The November 15 elections mark the
opening of a new political stage in Brazil,
and for the PT as well.

The outcome of the elections changes
the rel&tionship of forces within the
working class in favour of the collabora-
tionist sector. This will bring increased
pressure on the PT.

Bourgeois commentators have talked
of the °‘vanguardism’ of the PT. For
example the Minister of the Economy,
Delfim Neto, stated in an interview with
the newpaper Folha do Sao Paulo, ‘I have
always said that what causes the most
problems for the working class is its
vanguard. Without its vanguard, the
working class really would be masters of
power.’

These pressures have made themselves
felt within the PT itself, particularly with-
in its small parliamentary fraction. One
deputy has publicly said that he thinks

fo build local units for political discus-
sions and organisation is a waste of time,
and useless for electoral campaigns. An-
other has publicly blamed the radicalism
of the campaign for its lack of success.

Intransigent reaffirmations by Lula
and other leaders of the class indepen-
dence of the PT, and that the party is
based on the self-organisation of the
workers not electoralism, are not enough
to stop those who want to dissolve the
PT into an electoral front or a tail of
the bourgeois opposition.

Nor will it be sufficient just to discuss
a balance sheet of the election campaign.
It is necessary also to take up the failures
within the trade-union movement — the
lack of progress in building a unified
class-struggle current, the impotence of
this current in the national students con-
gress, where divided slates allowed the re-
formists to win power.

The PT is not strongest on the elector-
al front; it draws its strength from the
mass movement. To overcome its weak-
nesses, it has to work consistently to
build its rank-and-file units, ‘nuclei’, with-
in the workers movement. But it cannot
just base itself on localised workers strug-
gles.

The PT has to develop a strategy for
dealing with the political crisis and the
politics of austerity. It has to have an
overall strategy for fighting to build an
independent and united workers move-
ment. A similar orientation is necessary
with respect to the students’, peasants’,
and women’s movement, and social
movements in general,

The PT cannot remain a small van-
guard party, rather on the sidelines of
the political arena, it has to develop the
political clarity that will enable it to be-
come a coherent and active force. The
revolutionary currents that have been in
the party since its foundation have a
crucial role to play in ensuring that it
develops this political clarity and 2
political programme to give it the capa-
city to fight against the dictatorship.



Women prisoners in Chile

Interview with MIR activist

Ana L. Pinailillo is a member of the Chilean MIR (Movement of
the Revolutionary Left). She was forced to leave Chile in 1974,
after the overthrow of the Salvador Allende Popular Unity gov-
ernment. After four years in exile she returned to Santiago in
1978 and became involved in the clandestine struggle against the
dictatorship. In 1979 she was imprisoned for three years. A few
months ago she was released in order to be expelled from the
country. Had she been left to finish the last six days of her sen-

-~ Question. We know that you were in-
volved in the formation of a women’s
group in prison. Can you tell us about
this experience in detail?

Answer. We were forced to organise
ourselves so as to be able to fight to-
gether to defend our rights, to get re-
cognition of our status as political pri-
soners, Women in Chilean prisons suf-
fer even greater torture and repression.
This is because we are isolated from the
other political prisoners, from the mass
movement, and there are fewer of us.

Q. Do you think that there is greater
repression against women because they
are coming out of their traditional role?
That they are doubly repressed, because
they are militant activists and because
they are women militants?

A. Yes, the revolt is double. Against
the system and against the role to which
society assigns women. Given this situa-
tion, we decided to organise ourselves as
much as possible in the ‘Women’s Marta
Ugarta Contingent’. Our main aims were
to organise against the torture and repres-
sion in prison, and to win our minimum
rights as political prisoners.

Q. Which are?
A. The right to social and political
expression — to communicate among

ourselves and with the outside; to or-
ganise ourselves independently as women
in the prison. The right to cultural acti-
vity — to receive books and journals, The
right to recreation — to organise a mini-
mum of leisure activities such as gymnas-
tics. All prisoners except us can do this.
The right to work — to have access to the
training and craft workshops. We, the
political prisoners, are the only ones
denied this. The right to health —
gynaecological assistance for example.
The right to see our children — visiting
rights are very restricted and are accorded
in a totally arbitrary way.

We also set other objectives:

— to make links with human-rights or-
ganisations.

— to make links with sections of the
population so as not to remain complete-
ly isolated from their struggles.

— to strengthen the work of the Na-
tional Co-ordinating Committee of Poli-
tical Prisoners, of which we were a part.

— to train ourselves politically and
ideologically as militants.

Q. What results did you get from
forming this contingent?

A. In the first place we made known
the existence of women political prison-
ers. Until then only the struggles of our
male comrades were known.

To a certain extent we broke through
the repressive circle, the isolation which
the dictatorship imposes. The fact that
we got the right to communication be-
tween political prisoners made it possible
for the cemtingent to enter into contact
with the Defence Committee for Political
Prisoners, and with CODEM (Commit-
tee for Women’s Rights). This, in turn,
made it possible to make contact with
the outside.

Also we began to make links with the
struggles of women which were growing
in a semi-legal way — with CODEM and
poor women, who were organised to find
accomodation and work.

As regards our specific demands we
were able to regain rights, which had not
been respected. At the end of 1981 we
got the right to receive books and jounals,
to go to the workshops, to receive medi-
cal visits, and to certain leisure activities.

(1).

tence she would have had the right to stay in the country.

Ana played an important role in organising the prisoners du-
ring her time in Santiago women’s prison, and in the high-secu-
rity prison ‘La Serena’.

Luise Briceno of Cahiers du Feminisme, a feminist magazine
p_ubl:shed by the LCR, French section of thé Fourth Interna-
tional, asked her about her experiences.

Q. At the time of the fall of the Popu-
lar Unity government Chilean women had
won certain partial rights, even if they
were not codified in the law. What is the
present situation on the right to abortion,
and to divorce? (2)

A. It seems to me that Chilean women
today are more motivated. Among all the
difficulties they have begun to participate
actively in the resistance to the dictator-
ship, in taking part in CODEM to strug-
gle for rights as women, while being part
of the general fight against the dictator-
ship. Women are taking part in the organ-
isations of relatives of the missing per-
sons, most of whose members are women;
of political prisoners and of exiles; or
in organisations for a democratic fight for
human rights. They are taking part in the
underground struggle, linking up with ac-
tivities of the Resistance. And of course,
if they end up in prison, the comrades
join the women’s contingent. If goes
without saying that the struggle in the
prison does not stop at the fight for

1. The formation of the contingent goes back
to the beginning of 1981 in Santiago women'’s
prison. In September of the same year it be-
came known by organising a hunger strike to
protest against the inhuman conditions in the
prison. It won partial satisfaction of its de-
mands. In July 1981 it publicly presented its
platform and, in coordination with almost all
the political prisoners in Chile, launched a new
hunger strike which won qualitative improve-
ments for political detainees.

2. Chilean law considers divorce only as a
physical separation. Divorced people cannot re-
marry, they remain linked by marriage.

From the 1960s the number of marriages
has declined. Young workers and intellectuals
live their love relationships more and more
freely.

Also, from the 1970s abortion was relatively
liberalised. The Barros Sud hospital in southern
Santiago, for example, organised free consulta-
tions in its clinics in the poor neighbourhoods
(gvnaecology, information and distribution of
contraceptives, and free abortions among
others).

Attempts to introduce women into work
outside the home were also made during the
period of the Popular Unity government. Du-
ring this period, on the initiative of some
local leaders, ‘Mothers Centres’ contributed a
lot to developing technical training and educa-
tion for women.

At the same time the JAR (Junta de aprovi-
cionamiento publico—committees for distribu-
tion of basic necessities) which were 80 per
cent women, encouraged women to participate
in social activity.
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democratic rights, but has to become an
active front of the resistance.

Q. Why did you call yourselves the
‘Women’s Contingent’, and why Marta
Ugarte?

A. ‘Women’s Contingent’ because we
organise women held for resistance activi-
ties. That obviously implies the aims and
experiences of the clandestine struggle
against the dictatorship. We have to or-
ganise with a minimum of rules and dis-
cipline of activity so as to avoid repres-
sion. That requires a certain commit-
ment.

We chose the name of Marta Ugarte as
an example of a fighting woman. She was
a member of the Central Committee of
the Chilean Communist Party, and was
raped, tortured, and finally murdered by
the dictatorhip in 1976.

Q. You were an activist in the resis-
tance and a member of the MIR. Can
you tell us what proposals your organisa-
tion makes for the recovery and exten-
sion of women’s rights in Chile?

A. Before, we did not consider the
problems of organising the women’s
movement. At the moment we regard
this an important question, but we do not
approach it in terms of winning back the
gains made under the Popular Unity. We
are building CODEM and trying to conso-
lidate it. (3) Obviously regaining former
rights and winning new ones are part of
the revolutionary struggle in general,

Q. Can you summarise the demands
of CODEM?

A. First of all CODEM considers
women’s struggle in the framework of
national politics. It proposes demands
linked directly to those of the mass
movement. For example, on health it
demands laws which protect maternity.
Today in Chile doctors remove the intra-
uterine contraceptive devices during gyna-
ecological consultations without the con-
sent of the women and without warning
her, It demands nurseries for children,

and sexual education.
And on housing: decent houses, drink-
ing water, sewers, electricity.

For leisure

time — adequate places and a fight againsy
alcoholism, drugs and prostitution. On
education — free education, development
of educational establishments; against the
alienation and militarisation of education.
And against exploitation at work and for
the right to work.

As you can see the situation of women
in Chile is definitely not the same as
women in Europe, who have the mini-
mum conditions that allow them to re-
gard themselves as social beings. But our
orientation does not exclude the themes
that concern women more directly, such
as sexuality. We are fighting against the
notion of ‘women as baby factories’.

Q. How does the woman question
arise for the MIR?

A. A new type of mass movement is
growing up today in Chile, breaking from
the traditional forms of orgamsatmn and
struggle This, along with the present
conditions in the class struggle, is opening
up the way for the development of a
women’s movement directly linked to
this ‘advance’ of the people.

The MIR, as a revolutionary party,
cannot fail to include the woman ques-
tion in its programme. This holds true
both internally, as regards the party’s
ideology and organisation and externally,
where this calls for laying out a specific
orientation for the united-front organi-
sation of women. In Chile today,
CODEM is the organisation leading the
women’s struggle,

Q. Tell us a little about the women’s
groups in Chile. (4)

A. Tt’s difficult for me to know in de-
tail what has been happening in the coun-
try, as I have just come out of prison.
My only real experiences is with CO-
DEM; it’s in France that I have really
come to know about other experiences.
I can tell you that there are several groups
which concern themselves with study and
analysis of this question, as well as a wo-
men’s section of the national trade-union
co-ordination. Like CODEM it has organ-
ised meetings — debates on broad subjects
like the active participation of women in
the mass struggle for popular demands,

and also on more specific themes.

Q. Why did the MIR not have an ori-
entation on the question of women at the
time when the women’s movement
emerged in Latin America, as it did in the
rest of the world?

A. You have to remember the frame-
work in which the MIR was fighting in
Chile. The woman question is only one
more question that we have to deal with
in underground conditions. After the
coup d’etat, we concentrated our forces
on rebuilding the mass movement, for
the fight againat repression, hunger, pov-
erty, persecution, assassinations, torture,
exploitation in its cruellest furms

Political struggle in Chile involves di-
rect confrontation in mass terms, military
terms...You see in this situation the priori-
ty is building up the people’s revolutiona-
ry forces. It is in this framework that it
became more necessary to define an ori-
entation on question of women, as on
others.

Q. Do you think there is a place for a
feminist struggle in Chile today? And that
this struggle can strengthen the fight
against the dictatorship?

A. Evidently, the organised struggle of
women plays a fundamental role in the
struggle against the dictatorship. An
autonomous organisation must be linked
to the general political struggle. Specific
demands must flow from the general
objectives of the fight for overthrow the
dictatorship, for a democratic revolution-
ary people’s government. It is only
through the liberation of the people as a
whole that the liberation of women can
be accomplished. ®

‘and

3. CODEM: Committee for the Defence of
Women’s Rights. This is a broad and indepen-
dent organisation which is part of the Com-
mittee of Human Rights, which itself is part
of the Committee for the Defence of People’s
Rights formed three years ago.

4. The organisations which are properly called
feminist have had a growing response in the’
last two to three years. After vears of silence
severe repression they appear to have
entered into a stage of slight growth. An
example of this is the Circulo des Studios de la
mujer (Circle for Women’s Studies). Under
this title a women’s group is trying to draw in
other women to discuss together how to take
charge of their own futures.




Bombings, extortion, attacks against

persons, the situation is deteriorating

2 drastically in Corsica. With the munici-

M Itterrand pal elections only three months away,

what is going on the island is becoming

a national political issue. The right wants

o r d e r S C r a C k d OW n to exploit the difficulties in which the
government finds itself.

: As for the government, it wants to

: C - - I' demonstrate its ability to defend the

agalnSt OrS|Can natlona IStS bourgeois state. “No compromise is pos-

sible when the unity of the nation is in

question,” Francois Mitterrand said in

his January 2 speech over French TV.

There are three main comments we
can make about the recent events.

1. The offensive by the Fronte di Lib-
erazione Nazionale Corso (FLNC—Corsi-
can National Liberation Front) is only a
symptom of the general deterioration of
the situation. People too often forget
the effects of the long period of French
domination over the island. The rates
of inflation and unemployment are much
higher there than they are in the mother
country. On the other hand, wages are
strikingly lower. The economic condi-
tions that prevail on Corsica are forcing
a massive exodus.

Where modern agricultural operations
are started up, they are in the hands of
big landowners who often live outside
Corsica, either repatriated French Algeri-
ans or continental French. Likewise, the
only ones to profit from the establish-
ment of a parasitic tourist industry have
been promoters, banks, trusts, and mer-
chants.

The picture is completed by a political
life dominated by certain families, the
‘No to settler colonialism’ (DR) denial of the Corsican language and cul-
ture, and the presence of several Foreign
Legion regiments, which are only the

Plulizical x}atic;:r;laliscm became a mass phenomenon in Corsica in the 1970s. In the
elections for the Corsican assembly set up by the left government that came int : :
office in the spring of 1981, the parliaml:antiry natinngalist party, the Unione dg HEOSt specta.c W maniisiiaiion of ‘sole.
Popolo Corso (UPC Union of the Corsican People) emerged as one of the major nig occupatpn.
parties, eclipsing, notably, the CP, “Everything that should have, and
The election of a left government in France and the creation of a Corsican Could have been done to permit the de-
assembly created considerable hopes for political and social reform in Corsica. Vvelopment of the specific Corsican way of
That was reflected in the fact that the bulk of nationalist support fell in behind life has been done,” the head of state said.
the UPC in the spring 1982 elections for the assembly. Nothing could be more untrue. Since
Hnwever,. the_: new regime has produced no real change, _and at the same time the May 10 victory of the left in the na-
the economic situation has worsened. In August, the section of the nationalist tional elections, the new government has
movement committed to physical force ended the truce it had declared during the ¢ b !d . . 6
period when hope for change was at its peak. Since then, there has been an in- e EORE fyon grantmg_ Lapsicn; a: ippec
creasing series of bombings and the physical-force organization has announced cial status. T_he lot_:al leglfslatrue that was
that it will exact a tax from the local wealthy to finance the struggle. elected on this basis has in fact no pow-
The growing tension in Corsica has provoked a furor in French political life ©rs and remains in the hands of the tradi-
and in the French press. The right is raising a hue and cry about the situation as  tional families.

an example of the inability of the left government to maintain order. In particular, Le Monde summed up the problem
Eh; sensational press has played up the nationalist slogan ‘I Francesi fora,” thatis well on January 4, noting “the central
rench Go Home. government has been very slow in de-

The Corsican language fits into the spectrum of neo-Latin dialects spoken in ; i .
the Italian peninsula; it is historically closest to the dialect of Genoa, which ruled sﬁet::i,gl EPeanﬂuzﬁ:f t?li tlg:tefﬁfilmlezsn
Corsica at one time. But the language of the Corsicans had a separate development Y . S o ”
because of the political vicissitudes of the island, and the nationalists claim that it V€YY SIOW in gaining authority.” It
is a separate language from Italian. It is written according to a different spelling 82Ve @ good summary of the results of
system that takes account of Corsican pronounciation. the government’s actions: “The Social-

The influx of non-Corsicans is a sharp issue because the distinctly Corsican  ist representatives of the central govern-
pnp_rulatmn is being submerged. Furthermore, the newcomers are generally econ- ment have scarcely demonstrated that
omically much better off than the locals and include a lot of wandering exploiters, they were really working for change,
many driven out of Algeria. In its Janu_ary 7 issue, Rouge, the weekly paper of that is, to end the domination of poli-
the“French section of the Fourth International, noted: tical life by family interests.”

The slogan * i francesi fora’ appeard long before the FLNC. It is everywhere on 9. Instend of looking #or'the ressons
the island, on the .walls, billboards, and on many lips. It is the spontaneous and £ !;h ¢ tensi e the fail £
elementary expression of the rebellion of many Corsicans against a central govern- SN VRALPTIRGRs AARRN: MIALe R0
ment that has always humiliated them and shown contempt for them, denying its own policy, the SP-CP majority in

them even the most minimal national rights.”’ parliament has come up with only one
The following article is from the same issue of Rouge and represents the view answer — repression. On January 5, the
point of French Fourth Internationalists: Council of Ministers decided to ban the
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FLNC and appoint Robert Broussard, the
former head of the special police, to di-
rect the “forces of order” on the island.
These decisions will be seen in Corsica as
a provocation, as a return to practices
quite similar to those of the former right-
ist governments. ‘l'he government is
openly risking bloodshed. Broussard, an
old supercop under the Giscard regime,
responsible for innumerable ‘‘excesses,”
has already shown the sort of method
he favors.

This spiral of violence must be stopped
now. Otherwise, the Corsicans will lose
their hope that there is going to be
change in reality, and they will turn
against the government. For our part,
from the moment that the repressive axe
fell, we have expressed our total solidari-
ty with the struggle of the Corsican peo-

ple.

We have no intention of accepting
from a government that claims to repre-
sent democracy and the working class
what we opposed when it came from a
reactionary regime. It is French capital-
ism alone that is responsible for the situa-
tion on the island. And the parties now in
office have not met the expectations of
the Corsican people. So, we will stand by
every victim of police action.

3. Only on the basis of supporting the
fight of the Corsican people does anyone
have the right to say frankly to the na-
tionalist movement that it is on the
wrong track. The orientation it has
adopted, its methods of action, and its
choice of targets are ineffective, and can
even lead to very dangerous political
confusion. They can isolate the Corsican

masses from the bulk of French workers,
as well as from the tens of thousands of
activists all over the country who are
telling the left majority that came into
office after May 10, “enough compromi-
ses, the policy has to change.” This cur-
rent is growing everywhere, even if it is
still scattered.

What is more, far from uniting the
working people of Corsica, slogans
aimed indiscriminately at “the French”
threaten to deeply divide the people of
the island. To put it squarely, these
errors can result in serious defeats for
the Corsican people.

But whatever differences we may have
with the FLNC, we are continuing to
campaign for full recognition for the na-
tional rights of the Corsican people, in-
cluding their right to independence.

British Trotskyist conference
Socialist League plans for 1983

The last year in Britain has been marked by a number of im-
portant developments. The anti-missiles movement made
significant strides forward. Workers continued to be prepared
to fight against the disastrous policies of the Thatcher govern-
ment to defend their jobs and living standards, like the health-
workers who fought a bitter nine-month dispute over wages.
The labour movement leadership ran true to form in refusing
to give a resolute lead to these struggles, thus leading to a
series of defeats in the struggle against the Tories. And they
turned on the left in the Labour Party and launched a witch
hunt against the Militant tendency.

This was the political context in which the British section
of the Fourth International held its conference last December,
where the main issue debated out was the attitude of rev-
olutionary Marxists to the Labour Party.

The conference also turned its attention to discussing the
world political situation, giving special attention to the devel-
opment of the revolutionary process in Central Ameriea and
the Caribbean, and the situation in Poland one year after mar-
tial law. These debates marked the start of preparation for the
next World Congress of the Fourth International. The confer-
ence adopted positions similar to those of the International
Executive Committee in 1981 and 1982 which have been

published in Intercontinental Press and International View-
point.

A census of the organisation showed that 31.6% of members
were in industrial or manual jobs, and that 26.3% were mem-
bers of the youth organisation in solidarity with the Fourth
International. This showed an increase from the previous
conference and recorded the progress made in two projects
reaffirmed there — to build Revolution Youth and to implant
the organisation more firmly in decisive sectors of the working
class.

The Central Committee elected to lead the organisation in
carrying out the tasks adopted also reflected the changmg
composition of the organisation with 37.5% of members in
industrial jobs. The proportion of women members rose to
42.5%, while the important role of comrades from the yuuth
urgamsatmn in the work of the section was recognised in the
decision to allocate two places for comrades directly elected
from the youth organisation in addition to the 10% youth
members elected at conference.

The report of the conference we publish here is taken from
Socialist Challenge January 7, 1983.

- P.D.

Steve ROBERTS

The conference of the British section of
the Fourth International took place on
December 18-20, in London. Delegates
decided to put all their efforts into back-
ing mass action against unemployment
and for unilateral disarmament as the
best way of securing a Labour victory
and kicking out the Thatcher govern-
ment. Conference also decided to change
the name of the organisation from the
International Marxist Group to the So-
cialist League.

Present at the conference were over
400 delegates and guests from the Bri-
tish and international labour movement.
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Delegates H®ard greetings from Irish, Swe-
dish, American, Mexican, and Hong Kong
supporters of the Fourth International
as well as the leadership of the Interna-
tional United Secretariat.

Five months of discussion had pre-
ceded the conference. The organisation
is proud of its reputation for democratic
internal functioning and sees the forma-
tion of tendencies organised around dif-
ferent points of view in this period as
a natural and healthy development.

Fourth Internationalists contrast this
method of functioning with that of the
bureaucratised communist and social
democratic parties who refuse to allow
the right of tendency. Instead these

parties conduct expulsions or witch-

‘against

hunts such as that being carried out
supporters of the Militant
newspaper in the British Labour Party.

The principle of democratic cen-
tralism therefore entails complete free-
dom of discussion; however it also de-
mands that once decisions have been
taken by majority vote that they are
carried out by all members.

Hence for the British section of the
Fourth International its national con-
ference is sovereign, subject only to
decisions taken by the world congress
of the Fourth International.

By a small overall majority the confer-
ence adopted the following major points
of policy;



Demonstration against nuclear missiles in Britain' fDR_J

* to campaign against the war-drive of
Reagan and Thatcher; in particular
through building the present movement
for unilateral disarmament and support-
ing those fighting against imperialist
intervention in Central America and
the Caribbean.

* to campaign for the release of all the
heroic Polish fighters imprisoned by the
present regime

* to build mass action around the slogan
‘jlobs not bombs’ as the best way to kick
out the Tories and gain a Labour victory.

* to work in the labour movement to
oppose witch-hunts and defend the pro-
gressive policies of the TUC, Labour Par-
ty and Labour Party Young Socialists
congresses being junked by the right wing
leaders.

* to support the fight of women in the
labour movement for an effective say at
all levels of the labour movement and
for policies like affirmative action for
jobs and a woman’s right to choose.

* to help build Revolution Youth, the

youth organisation in solidarity with the

Fourth International in Britain.
* to be in favour of unity with other far
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left organisations in Britain which have
broadly the same approach as our own,
such the Workers Socialist League.
* to strengthen our links with the
Fourth International and particularly
with its Irish section, Peoples Democ-
racy.

The reporter speaking for the majori-
ty of the outgoing Central Committee
summed up the political situation faced
by the organisation in the following way:

‘The world today is dominated by the
rise of world revolution and the workers
struggles on the one side and the un-
leashing of a brutal imperialist counter-of-
fensive against that struggle on the other.
The economic crisis of capitalism is as-
suming catastrophic proportions and
combines with the advance of world revo-
lution since 1968 to fuel a deep-going
crisis of bourgeois rule and Stalinism.

‘The most advanced points of this
sharpening class stuggle have been the rev-
olutionary struggles in Central America
and Poland. These combine with the rise
of the mass anti-nuclear weapons move-
ments in the imperialist heartlands and
the struggle for class independence in the
semi-colonial countries to bring to the

British health workers took industrial action for nine months over wages (DR

g .

fore the unity of the world revolution in
the struggle against the capitalist class and
of its allies — particularly the bureaucrats
of Moscow and Peking.

‘In Britain the period since the elec-
tion of Thatcher has been one of partial
defeats and political set-backs for the
working class, but with the basic organisa-
tions of the working class remaining in-
tact and being capable of launching
tremendous battles, like the health-
workers strike, against the capitalist of-
fensive.

‘Within the labour movement the dev-
elopment of the Bennite current and the
political offensive of the right-wing of
the labour bureaucracy against it repre-
sents the deepest political polarisation
of the British labour movement for fifty
years. We are at the beginning of a
historical crisis of British labourism.

‘The decisive task of revolutionary
Marxists is to shake off all sectarian
prejudices and participate in the coming
political battles that will shape the future
of the British working class movement.

‘For this new methods of work are ne-
cessary. Workers and youth today in-
creasingly look to the Labour Party and
its left wing for political solutions to the
crisis of British society. For this reason
a revolutionary socialist newspaper is
needed within the Labour Party to give a
voice and political direction to their
struggles.’

The attitude of the Socialist League
towards the Labour Party is that it would
like to be able to affiliate to it in the
same way as the Cooperative Party and
Fabian Society can. But it believes
that in the current climate of the witch-
hunt against socialists that this would be
rejected by the Labour Party.

The Socialist League therefore organi-
ses separately from the Labour Party;
membership is open to all who accept
the objectives and organisational prin-
ciples of the Socialist League and who are
prepared to actively realise them.

While the Labour Party today domi-
nates all questions of working class pol-
itics the conference recognised that the
decisive political issues in the party would
be resolved in the trade unions through
the block vote. The trade unions remain
the fundamental organisations of the
working class despite the toll wrought
by unemployment.

The conference was therefore happy
to record a rise in the proportion of
its membership in such decisive unions as
transport, rail, engineering, electrical and
telecommunications. Over 26 per cent
of its members are in the industrial
unions, five per cent in manual unions
such as NUPE and COHSE and 15 per
cent are looking for industrial jobs.

Within the unions the Socialist League
works to support the day-to-day fights
against the employers and the Tories
while at the same time building reform
currents within the unions to introduce
the type of principles of workers democ-
racy espoused by the militants of Soli-
darnosc in the building of their mass
trade union. T
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Russell Tribunal denounces
Kremlin forces’ atrocities
in Afghanistan

The Soviet intervention in Afghanistan and the continuing war in that country
have been difficult questions for the socialist and workers movement to deal
with.

There are a number of obvious reasons for this — the remoteness of the
country; the backwardness of its social structure; and the fact that, for material
reasons in particular, the organizations leading the struggle of the Afghan people
are strongly influenced by right-wing forces and institutions, Moreover, these rignt-
wing forces are trying to exploit the conflict to whip up an anti-Communist
campaign and justify an imperialist war drive against the workers states.

Nonetheless, the question is extremely important for the socialist movement,
especially because of the use that the imperialists age trying to make of it, It is
above all a political question, since there is no direct military confrontation be-
tween the Soviet Union and the imperialists in the Afghan region, and even the
potential for one is highly dubious.

Therefore, the Soviet intervention cannot be justified on the grounds of over-
riding needs of the military defense of the workers states.

On the other hand, since the extent of the conflict is now clear, is it possible
to justify the Soviet invasion or even to refrain from denouncing it and from
fighting it politically on the grounds that the resistance is reactionary? Is it
possible for massive resistance of a poorly armed people against a powerful mili-
tary machine to be reactionary through and through to have a reactionary dyna-
mic? Can socialists approve the imposition of progress by massive military force?
Those are extremely important questions particulary when the world capitalist
crisis is opening the way for a revival of socialist ideas in the advanced countries.
They have implications that go far beyond Afghanistan.

The Russell Tribunal hearings on Afghanistan deserve, and will get, a more
attentive hearing on the left than other studies of the question. It is important
to examine the results carefully. The following article from the December 31 issue
of Rouge, the weekly paper of the French section of the Fourth International,
represents an initial look at them. It has been somewhat edited and abridged.
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Michel LEQUENNE

The second session of the Permanent
Tribunal of the Peoples was held in Paris
December 16-20. It was devoted to Af-
ghanistan.

First of all, the question has to be
taken up of what the authority was for
holding such an inquiry, since the Stalin-
ists will certainly not fail to question its
legitmacy.

For example, when Jean-Paul Sartre
condemned the Soviet intervention in
Hungary in 1956, he was asked: “What
right do you have to protest? On the basis
of what principles, what philosophy are
you protesting? Is it your own?”

In fact, there is a very long fradition
for such protests. It goes back to Vol-
taire. Among the more recent cases are
those of Zola and Anatole France, who
took up Dreyfus’s defense well ahead of
the organizations in the workers move-
ment. We should also mention in the De-
wey Commission on the Moscow purge
trials.

This tribunal’s authority derives from
the concept of justice in whose name
these great intellectuals spoke out,
against the interests of their own class;
from the humanistic principles that are
given lip service even by those who by
their deeds trample on them.

It is on this basis — although with a
greater understanding of the relativeness
of these principles — that the team of
internationally known intellectuals who
make up the Permanent Tribunal of the
Peoples have taken it upon themselves to
judge war crimes and violations of the
rights of peoples.

This is not in the name of some ab-
stract morality elevated obove the class
struggle but in the name of principles that
have become elementary in our time and
have been recognized by the concerned
parties themselves in accords, conven-
tions, and protocols that they have signed
or ratified.

The tribunal has a considerable autho-
rity to judge the case of Afghanistan be-
cause it has previously condemned crimes
against the peoples committed by hang-
men of different social and political
natures.

Thus, the tribunal has issued verdicts
in the cases of the conflict in the western
Sahara (Brussels, November 1979), Ar-
gentina (Geneva, May 1980), the Philip-
pines (Anfwerp, November 1980), Salva-
dor (Mexico City, February 1981), Timor
(Lisbon, June 1981), and finally Zaire
(Rotterdam, September 1982).

In its first verdict on the conflict in
Afghanistan, the {tribunal established
that the Soviet intervention represented
aggression, The purpose of the recent
session was to establish, through the
work of a special commission of inquiry,
whether the Soviet forces in Afghanistan
could be charged with ‘‘violating the
humanitarian code of war, in particular
with respect to the treatment of civilian
populations.”

The results of these studies and the
mass of testimony heard were devastating




for the Soviet bureaucracy.

Testimony was heard from researchers
assigned by the tribunal, doctors (in-
cluding 59 from various French medical
aid groups), Afghan witnesses from all
walks of life — fighters, members of
resistance, and ordinary civilians —journa-
lists, photographers, and experts who
spent time in the country between 1980
and 1982, Photographs were presented,
offical reports, and press analyses. On

the basis of this evidence, a picture was’

‘built up that leaves no doubt about the
atrocious inhumanity of this dirty war.

Despite its limited means, the Tribu-
nal of the Peoples was able to establish
to its satisfaction that most of the accu-
sations made were proven. It issued the
following verdict:

“ The ftribunal condemns the Soviet
Union for violating the provisions of
the accepted law of war as set forth in
the body of its report.

“It states that such abuses are bound
up with the violation of the inalienable
rights of the Afghan people, and that
respect for the fundamental rights of peo-
ples is an essential precondition for
respecting the basic human values in-
hherent in the law of war.”

THE METHODS EMPLOYED

It was established incontrovertibly that
several kinds of weapons prohibited by
international conventions are being used
in Afghanistan by the Russian troops.
This included dum-dum bullets; fragmen-
tation genades; explosive booby traps dis-
guised as pens, watches, and toys, or hid-
den under bodies. Evidence was also pre-
sented of the use of substances that pro-
duced the sort of effects that poisonous
gas does — prolonged unconsciousness
and wounds take an unusually long time
to heal. Photographers showed pictures
of the victims and the results of their
studies were developed.

The difficulty of making a conclusive
judgement about the use of such weapons
led the tribunal to conclude that the
U.N. mission assigned to investigate this
had done an inadequate job with respect
to such a serious question.

Photographs of carbonized bodies
demonstrated the use of napalm.

THE TREATMENT OF THE WOUNDED
AND PRISONERS

It was clearly established that Soviet
troops have been finishing off wounded
fighters, and that this is being done in
such a way that it seems that ‘“orders
have been given to leave no survivors.” It
was also clearly shown that the bodies of
dead fighters are being profaned (which
is an outrage to the cultural conceptions
of the country) and that prisoners are be-
ing subjected to degrading treatment.

Torture is a general practice, and is
inflicted both on fighters and civilians.
Along with beatings and deprivation of
sleep, the use of electric shock is wide-
spread. Women have not been spared,
and some have been raped. Soviet opera-

tives are generally present and participate
in these tortures.

The most horrifying testimony given
to the tribunal was certainly that of the
medical student Farida Ahmadi, who
was held from April 24 to September 20
1981. She told how she had been sub-
jected to several types of torture over a
number of weeks, and had seen still more
atrocious forms of torture inflicted on
other prisoners, such as cutting off
parts of the body and gouging out of
eyes.

MASS TERROR

The Soviet forces are waging war on an
entire people. Their experience with
guerrilla warfare (people’s war) has taught
them that the only way to defeat guerril-
las is to destroy their social base. Perhaps
| for that reason, they are waging a war of
terror against the civilian population.
'The objective of the operations seems
to be to force the local populations to
flee.

Antipersonnel mines are planted on
the roads, in the meadows, around vil-
lages. Old people, women, and children
are slaughtered. Harvests of wheat and
corn are burned (in particular by helicop-
ters). Livestock is Kkilled. Villages whose
inhabitants have fled are destroyed. The
total effect is to create a climate of all-
pervasive fear.

AN UNPRECENTED EXODOS

The testimony presented tells of the
destruction and pillaging of mosques, of
whole villages destroyed by bombing.
Hospitals are systematically destroyed,
including those marked by a red cross
(such making is no longer used because
it increases the threat of bombing rather
than reduces it).

One massacre was studied in detail, on
the basis of testimony by researchers, the
mayor, a peasant, and a mullah from the
village of Padlahwab-e-Sharra in the pro-

vince of Logar to the south of Kabul.
Five hundred bodies were taken out of an
irrigation canal where the population had
taken refuge, along with a few mujahedin,
some migrant workers, and some people
who had fled from other areas. The
slaughter was accomplished by the burn-
ing and explosion of various chemical
products in the water.

The effect of this generalized terror
is an unprecedented exodus. Two and
a half million have taken refuge in Pakis-
tan, several hundred thousand have fled
to Iran. Out of a total population of
about 15 million, leaving aside the ques-
tion of how many have been Kkilled, this
represents between a fifth and a quarter
of the entire population who have been
forced to flee their country by the Rus-
sion invasion. It is the largest body of
refugees in the world.

Despite all this, the Soviet forces
remain bogged down. In 1982, there has
been a considerable increase in the num-
ber of Russian operations. However, the
‘resistance has grown stronger.

MEMBERS OF THE TRIBUNAL

Francois Rigaux, chairman, professor
| of private international law at the Catho-
lic University of Ouvain, Belgium; Ri-
{chard Baumlin, professor of constitution-
{al law at the University of Bern, member
of the Swiss federal parliament; Vladimir
Dedijer, historian Yugoslavia; Francois
Houtart, sociologist, professor at the
Catholic University of Louvain; Edmond
Jouve, professor of international relations
in the third world at the Sorbonne,
France; Jan Kulakowski, general secretary
of the World Confederation of Labor;
Leo Matarasso, lawyer, France; Sergio
Mendez Arceo, bishop of Cuernavaca,
Mexico; Ajit Roy, economist and jour-
nalist, India; Laurent Schwartz, math-
ematician, professor at the University of
Paris VII, member of the Academy of
Sciences.

Afghan resistance fighters (DR)
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Tasks of revolutionists
in the Spanish unions
under the SP government

The following report is from the Decem-
ber 17 issue of Combate, the weekly pa-
per of the Liga Comunista Revolucionaria
(LCR, Revolutionary Communist League),
the section of the Fourth International
for the Spanish state.

On December 11-12, the Trade-Union
Secretariat of the Executive Committee
of the LCR met with all the Liga’s frac-
tion heads for the various nationalities
and regions. The objective of this meet-
ing was to analyze the changes that have
taken place in the workers movement and
the trade-union scene since the PSOE’s
victory in the general elections and after
the trade-union elections. Likewise, it
was intended to update the tasks of revo-
lutionists in the factories and unions in
this new stage. The main conclusions are
as follows :

1. THE CHANGES

The PSOE’s victory reflected the de-
sire for change of the great majority of
the workers. It can result in a certain re-
vitalization of the workers movement,
which harbors big illusions about the
prospects for change, that is, that its
most elementary demands are going to
be met.

The great majority of the workers ex-
pect the new government to take a dif-
ferent attitude than the old, more fa-
vorable to their interests. This means
that they have a certain confidence in
the coming government which revolu-
tionists have to take account of. But
our analysis also pointed up the narrow
margin that the PSOE has for undertaking
a policy of reforms, as is confirmed by
the economic prosram and the first mea-
sures it adonted after taking office. This
means that here, unlike in France, from
the beginning the timid reforms of
the Social Democratic government are go-
ing to be accompanied by antiworking-
class and anti-people measures, which are
going to arouse discontent and a lack of
confidence. This tendency will be rela-
tively weak at the start but will grow. We
have to be attentive to it.

Unless there is strong pressure from
the workers movement, there is not going
to be any change. The trade-union left
has considerable room for action if it is
able to base itself on the desire for change
that was reflected by the results of the Oc-
tober 29 elections. That is, if it is able to
build campaigns that take into account
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the illusions that the workers hold — de-
spite the lukewarmness of the PSOE’s
line — in a government that they see as
clearly different than the previous ones,
a government that through the UGT has
the support of an important sector of the
workers movement.

We are going to demand that this gov-
ernment actually implement some re-
forms that, however basic, are in the in-
terest of the workers. We are going to
expose every antilabor measure or at-
titude it adopts. We are not going to ac-
cept any social peace, no matter how big
a role the PSOE plays in the government;
we are going to keep on fighting the boses
and the CEOE (the employers organiza-
tion). Today, more than before, the
strength of the workers is in mobilization.
But we must be very careful to focus
clearly on the central enemy facing us in
order to assure that the working-class ac-
tions that we promote are aimed against
the bosses and not directly against the
government. We will demand that the
government take the side of the workers.
And we will denounce it if it takes the
bosses and the right.

2. THE UGT AND THE WORKERS
COMMISSIONS

In recent years, the UGT has built
a union organization capable of compet-
ing with the Workers Commissions. In
saying this, we are not overlooking the
fact that the UGT got preferential treat-
ment from the UCD (the ruling bourgeois
party) and the CEOE to the detriment of
the Workers Commissions. But that is
not enough to explain the UGT’s growth.

The Workers Commissions made grave

errors, takjng a course that brought them
closer and closer to the moderate and
conciliationist line of the UGT leader-
ship. It was because of this that the
Workers Commissions lost their dominant
position in the workers movement.

Today, the UGT is still better placed
to continue taking the initiative. But this
union confederation has major ties with
the workers, and the monolithism that it
has been able to impose in recent years
can start to break down. The policy of
“pressing the workers demands and keep-
ing its eyes open” that the UGT leader-
ship says it is maintaining toward the
PSOE — and which many members and
activists in the UGT believe it is actually
doing — is not compatible with a course
of supporting many of the antilabor mea-

sures that the PSOE is going to try to
push through with the help of the UGT
leadership.

The Workers Commissions are going
through a difficult period. Whether they
win or lose factory elections, their
decline is manifest. Nonetheless, in this
situation, they would have vast room for
action if they were able to take a left
turn. They could fight back effectively
against the campaign designed to wear
them down by adopting a strategy of
mobilizing the workers. But this is not
the approach of the Communist Party.

Unfortunately, the calls for forming
a united body with the UGT are not
aimed at achieving unity in struggle or
at keeping the UGT from being turned
into a pawn of the government’s econ-
omic policy. Rather, the Workers Com-
missions leadership wants to be included
in this collaboration, to pursue the mode-
rate course that has already led it to so
many disasters. So, the task of forcing a
left turn, of keeping the Workers Com-
missions from continuing to move to the
right, falls to the left wing within the
organization, the broad left wing that
came forward in the last congress. We
are going to keep on working to unite
and coordinate this entire opposition
current.

But within the apparatus of the Work-
ers Commissions itself there are dis-
sensions, if not on trade-union mat
ters at least over the question of the in-
dependence of the union from the CP.
This, combined with the growing sensiti-
vity to the question of internal democra-
cy, gives us an opportunity to press for
an offensive to win an amnesty for all
those who have been expelled and penal-
ized by the union, especially the Asturias
Current, which is continuing to demand
this.

3.THE NEXT PACT

The major part of the meeting was
devoted to what is involved in the coming
negotiations between the unions and the
bosses over the pact on guidelines for
bargaining in the contract renewal talks,
The sort of pact that is shaping up is
quite similar to the AMI that the UGT
and the CEOE signed in 1980, which was
so disastrous for the workers. We came
to the conclusion that after the experi-
ence of these last years a new guidelines
pact would have a very bad effect on the
contract bargaining.
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Instead of a move to take advantage of
the relationship of forces won by the
October 28 electoral victory to gain bet-
ter positions than we have had for some
years, to stop the loss of buying power,
and get better contracts, this pact repre-
sents an attempt to bypass the demand
for change. It is an attempt to start by
throwing away the electoral victory and
the chance for better conditions for the
workers.

Particularly disturbing is the long
chain of provisions about productivi-
ty, absenteeism, establishing shift sys-
tems, mobility of labor, and flexible
hours. If these were actually included in
the contracts, they would mean great
deterioration in working conditions and
a new blow for the working class.

So, the No.l activity of the LCR in
the workers movement in the coming
weeks is going to be opposition to this
guidelines pact. We know that the condi-
tions are going to be difficult, because
they are going to present it as an agree-
ment guaranteeing buying power, which
is false; and they are going to take advan-
tage of the illusions and expectations
created by the elections to say that
this is a different sort of pact than in the
past. Therefore, we are going to be care-
ful about the kind of pedagogy and argu-
ments we use, but we are going to oppose
this pact resolutely.

First of all, we will explain in the fac-
tories why a guidelines pact is a bad
thing, and why platforms have to be pre-
pared for the contract bargaining that
will maintain buying power and lead to
a progressive reduction of working hours,
which will contain provisions that guaran-
tee jobs. Secondly, we have to wage
a strenuous campaign in the unions to
assure that many do not sign the pact.

We are going to give this work a high
priority, especially in the Workers Com-
missions, where many bodies are already
opposed to the pact. We are going to
work to extend this attitude, to demand
that the union be consulted, and to
press for the expression of broad op-
position to the pact before it is signed.

We are going to fight for this in close
unity with all those who share the same
view. This is the best way to consolidate
the left opposition that is so necessary
in the Workers Commissions today.

4 UNEMPLOYMENT

Analysis of the government’s econo-
mic orientation did not leave much hope
that the PSOE would keep its election
promise to create 800,000 jobs in the
life of this parliament. To the contrary,
we are faced with a drastic restructura-
tion policy in all industries that threatens
to wipe out tens of thousands of jobs. At
the same time, there is no indication any-
where of how the government is going to
create jobs. Reform of the Employment
Statute to extend unemployment in-
surance has not yet been put on the
agenda.

It is precisely in the area of unemploy-
ment that the election promises will be

most honored in the breach. But we can-
not expect big actions right away to put
pressure on the government. So, what
we have to do is to continue a policy of
opposing restructuration, of unequivocal-
ly supporting the workers struggles that
break out over such question. And at
the same time, we have to take advantage
of the better possibilities for pressuring

the government that exist now and
try to build solidarity and unity. We
have to demand the promised reform
of the Unemployment Statute right
now, and to build a movement around
this question that keep the unemployed
organized, around the unions in particu-
lar, and demand that not a single jobless
person be left without compensation.

Union elections
since the PSOE victory

missions.

strikes.

it was virtually wiped out.

places.

region,

Since the victory of the Socialist Party (PSOE) in the October 28 general elect-
tions, shop-steward and factory committee elections have been held in two key
areas in the Spanish state — in Madrid and in the Basque country.

In Madrid, the renewal of factory representatives went much more slowly
than in the last round of elections in 1980, when 6,700 workplaces elected repre-
sentatives. By late November, only 20% of that number had held new elections.

In the big workplaces, the relationship of forces between the UGT (Union
General de Trabajadores — General Workers Union, the PSOE-dominated confed-
eration) and the Workers Commissions (which historically have been dominated
by the Communist Party) remained substantially the same.

However, the UGT has been gaining ground rapidly in the small enterprises,
where it has been running a better organized campaign than the Workers Com-

The Madrid area UGT leadership is a housebroken one. The majority of the
old provincial leadership opposed the pact with the bosses that was pushed by the
PSOE leaders and the union bureaucrats tied most tightly to it. So, this majority
was overturned bureaucratically by the Social Democratic machine.

On the other hand, at its last congress, the local organization of the Workers
Commissions established a considerable margin of trade-union independence. The
slate supported by the CP apparatus was defeated. Since then a majority of the
present leadership has broken with the CP and taken a more militant line of action
in trade-union struggles, exemplified by its role in building the Getafe general

In the Basque country, the situation is much more complicated. The Com-
munist Party has never been a major electoral force in this area, where the left
15 dominated by radicalized nationalist currents.

In addition, besides the all-Spain confederations, there are two nationalist
unions in the Basque country, the Basque Workers Union, which is linked to
the moderate nationalist party, the PNV; and the LAB, linked to the radicalized
nationalist party, Herri Batasuna (HB — The People United). Moreover, the
EMK, the Basque equivalent of the Movimiento Comunista de Espana, a left
centrist group, supported independent slates, the
in the Workers Commissions, but allowed the CP to push it out.

The results differed widely according to the locality. In general, the Workers
Commissions are much stronger than the CP. The Workers Commissions did best
where they were most clearly independent of the CP, notably in the province
of Guipuzcoa, where the CP apparatus does not fully control the union and the
Fourth Internationalists have a strong presence.
sions got 20.3% of the delegates, topping the UGT by 50%. ,

In Alava, where the Workers Commissions are tightly controlled by the CP,
they suffered a setback, getting only 14%. The CUIS gained a dominant posi-
tion in the engineering industry in this province.
ment of the EMK from the Workers Commissions made the most impact,

the process having been initiated by bureaucratic expulsions.
It was Th Alava that the UGT got its best result, 32.3% of the delegates. This is

also the province where the UGT leadership has been most independent of
the all-Spain leadership, standing clearly to its left.
over the STV, which got only 23.3%, and that was mainly in the small work-

In Viscaya, the STV remained the strongest force with 28.4%. The UGT
got 22.56%, but got the highest vote in the large workplaces.
the Workers Commissions (with 19.87%) remained dominant in the Bilbao
industrial area, the main working-class center in the Basque country, where
a large percentage of the workers are not of Basque origin.

Notably, the STV doubled its percentage (to 16%) in Navarra, the largely
hispanicized province that has not officially been included in the Basque

The LAB increased its percentage somewhat in Viscaya. In Alava it remained
quite weak. In Guipuzcoa, however, it got 10% of the vote in the engineering
industry. At the same time, this was the province where the CUIS was weakest.
In general, the LAB increased its vote, but only very slightly.

. Fourth Internationalist ran on Workers Commissions slates mainly, but also
‘on UGT and LAB slates. They made gains, especially in Guipuzcoa.

In the October 28 elections,

CUIS. It had been active

Here, the Workers Commis-

It was here that the depart-

It gained a major lead

The UGT and




The effects of the black gold rush
on the African neocolonial economies

The OPEC special conference held in Vienna last March pointed
up in particular the fragility of this cartel of producing countries
in the face of the maneuvers of the big imperialist countries.
The tactic of cutting back oil production somewhat in the
attempt to hold up the sale price of crude and thereby maintain
the currency income of the producing countries has only limited
effectiveness. '

This is first of all because the imperialist countries can buy
from non-OPEC members (not all oil producers are members).
But it is also because Saudi Arabia, one of the pillars of impe-
rialist policy in the Middle East holds the top cards in OPEC, It
produces by itself more than five times the amount of crude
produced by the second largest exporter in OPEC, Venezuela,
and nearly ten times more than Algeria and Libya.

This conference also revealed the extreme dependence of the
Nigerian economy on the world market and the big imperialist
companies. The competition of cheap NOrth Sea oil, and also
doubtless the maneuvers of the oil comapnies, forced a sharp
cutback in Nigerian oil production (from 2,000,000 barrels a
day in January 1981 to 700,000 in August of the same year).

Since Nigeria gets 90% of its export income and 80% of its

domestic income from oil, any drop in oil production means
grave consequences for the economy of the country. So,
Nigeria’s currency reserves dropped by two-thirds over 1981.
The credits allocated to the Development Plan had to be cut by
about 2.4 billion dollars. Thus, Nigeria's economic dependence
on the world capitalist market is increasing.

On this occasion, OPEC managed to prevent a new cut in the
price of Nigerian oil by granting the country a subsidy of a
billion dollars paid by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, which can only increase Nigeria’s foreign debt, already
7 billion dollars. But this did not at all reduce the country’s
economic dependency. :

So, this is what is left of the illusions that were entertained in
Black Africa about the possibilities for *““independent’ develop-
ment offered by oil. Besides showing the emptiness of these
illusions, the following article analyzes in detail the conse-
quences of the economic differentiation created by oil among
the various African countries. A distinct ““oil producer model of
industrialization” is now emerging which does not, however,
represent a break in the structural economic dependence of
these countries on the capitalist world market and imperialism.

Claude GABRIEL

The various stages in the pillage of
Africa did not affect all the countries and
regions of the continent evenly. The
golden age of mining and colonial super-
profits itself brought about a certain dif-
ferentiation among the countries. Then,
with the advent of decolonialization and,
at the start of the 1970s, of industrializa-
tion schemes, the imperialists adopted the
conscious aim of increasing the uneven
development of the African countries.

For example, in the framework of
the First Convention of Lome, which
linked 44 African, Pacific, and Car-
ibbean countries to the European Econ-
omic Community, the European Inter-
national Trade Center (Centre europeen
du commerce international—CECI) was
set up. The chairman of this body, Olivier
Giscard d’Estaing indicated quite clearly
the policy of preferential treatment
adopted by imperialist Europe. The tasks
of the CECI, he said, were “to develop to
the highest possible degree economic rela-

tions between a ‘selected’ group of coun-

tries in Africa, Latin America, and Asia,
and European companies, with the aim
of establishing profitable and enduring
arrangements (1).”

This selectiveness by investors—
based on economic, social, and political
criteria—has resulted in aggravating the
disadvantages suffered by various coun-
tries, which originally arose because of
such factors as isolation, insufficient
resources, or the spread of deserts.

Because of the inequalities in
the availability of commercial outlets
and financing, the regional industrial
schemes have generally favored one of
the countries involved to the disadvantage
of the others.
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It was, to a certain extent, in an
attempt to cover up this state of affairs
that the concept of “the least advanced
countries’’ was put forward. These coun-
tries, for reasons deliberately left obscure,
are set apart as the poorest of the poor.
Of the 31 countries put in this category,
21 are sub-Saharan African countries.

This unevenness has increased still
more since the big oil price rises in 1973-
74. Most of the countries in Black Africa
produce little if any oil. Imported fuels
account for between 13% and 15% of
their total imports. The worst off in this
respect are Zimbabwe (formally Rhode-
sia) and Uganda. Some 30% of their total
imports are fuels.(2) In comparison, the
four main oil countries in sub-Saharan
Africa — Nigeria, Gabon, Congo-Brazza-

- ville, and Angola — pay only 2% of their

import bill for fuels. ;
The oil problem has steadily pushed

up the foreign debt of the importing
countries. The current accounts deficit of
the African oil importing countries has
gone from 1.5 billion dollars in 1970 to
8 billion in 1980 (3).

Moreover, above and beyond this
foreign trade imbalance, the presence or
absence of oil in Africa seems to be
becoming additional basis for discrim-
inatory investment policies.

Many African governments have
started a frantic search for oil, while
only a few years ago everyone seemed to
have made up their minds that most of
these countries had no petroleum re-
sources.

The known reserves today are quite
modest. The four countries currently pro-
ducing oil hold the bulk of them (4). But
obviously these figures have to be taken
with a grain of salt. It can never be ex-
cluded that an unexpected find may put
a country that now seems to lack com-

mercially exploitable fields at the head
of the pack. We also know that one day,
for political reasons, the Western drilling
companies may “discover” major reserves
where they searched, apparently in vain,
for years (5).

Next in order of importance after
the four African oil exporters are some
countries that still produce small and
inadequate amounts of oil, even for
their domestic market, but still enough to
fire hopes of their governments and the
interest of investors. This group is made
up of the Cameroons, the Ivory Coast,
Ghana, and Zaire.

This trend is beginning to take on
considerable importance in the imperial-
ists’ plans, and obviously to have an ef-
fect on the chances that the various Afri-
can countries have to interest investors.

A good example of this phenome-
non is provided by the Congo-Brazzaville.
Traditionally, this country has had only a
very marginal attraction for French inves-
tors. Henceforth, they may find it much
more interesting. It did give you a bit of
a start to hear Robert Galley, then minis-
ter of cooperation in the Giscard-Barre
government, say that the Congo could be-
come a country with a future. Always be-
fore, this country’s self-proclaimed Marx-
ist-Leninist junta was supposed to be a
bugbear for French investors.

7 AFP, Abidjan, April 12, 1975.

2. World Bank Report (the “Berg Report’)
“Indicative Action Program for Black Africa,”
1981, p. 175.

3 Ibid,, p. 21, in 1978 dollars.

4. For all Black Africa, reserves are esti-
mated at a little more than 19 billion barrels.
““Berg Report,” p. 121.

B. For example, on several occasions the
Congolese government has complained about
the ELF-ERAP cutting back production on the
pretext of insufficient reserves. Then when the
across-the-board increases in the price of crude
made Congolese offshore crude more profit-
able, this company ‘“discovered’ major reserves,
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The presence of oil seems to have
come to weigh more heavily in the bal-
ance than ideological facades. At least
this seems to be what a director of the
SCOA trading and industrial company
(in which the Paribas Bank holds the
majority interest) thought when he said

that “it is not Beauce or Brie that give.

the franc zone its solidarity. It is the
French African Cnmmumty franc, which
has been strengthened in recent years by
the volume of African oil surpluses (6).”
In other words, the French African
Commumty franc is nothing but the
“mother country’s ” currency issued un-
der another name by the central banks
located in the former French African col-
onies. No matter whether these countries
are Gabon, which was long controlled by
Gaullist mercenaries, or the Congo, whose
regime claims to be revolutionary and
apes its Soviet “brother,” the oil is
pumped by French firms in the same
currency area. This neo-colonial oil could
not be any more French if it were
pumped in the Paris basin itself.

If countries such as the Congo
Brazzaville are able to attract interna-
tional finance thanks to their oil reserves,
the hierarchy of uneven development in
Black Africa could easily be upset. Is the
clssification that Olivier Giscard d’Es-
taing made for his CECI in 1975 still
valid in 19827

Countries such as Senegal and Ken-
ya, which seemed first in line for imperi-
alist industrial projects, may lose a lot of
their attraction if oil comes to play such a
role.

While we have to be cautious about
extrapolating possibilities in a sector like
oil, and the past months have shown how
unstable the oil market is, we should still
consider the advantages that African
crude could offer for the imperialists, and
therefore the sort of structural role it
could play for sub-Saharan economic pro-
jects.

SCHEMES

In the first place, African crude,
especially from Nigeria and Gabon, is
regarded as high quality, light, and pro-
ducing little pollution in the refinement
process. Secondly, for political reasons
not hard to understand, this oil is located
in countries that can be controlled more
easily than those in the Middle East.

The political weakness of the Afri-
can ruling classes and regimes in general
makes it possible for Western govern-
ments to keep a firm grip on sources of
supply in these countries. Despite some
tough-sounding positions toward South
Africa, the Nigerian government has never
dared to try to do what the Arab ruling
classes did at the time of the 1973 war
with Israel (7).

For both political and economic
reasons, it does not seem either as if the
Black African oil producers have any
particular desire to join OPEC. Gabon
and Nigeria are members. But the Congo-
Brazzaville and Angola are not. And the

Cameroons and the Ivory Coast show
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even less interest.

It is obviously out of the question
that African oil will ever figure more
importantly in Western imports than oil
produced in the Arab countries or in
Latin America. Such a possibility is not
involved in the question of the impor-
tance of African oil. However, countries
such as France or the U.S. do have an
interest in diversifying their sources. That
is the reason that France has gotten its
hands so sticky in Gabonese or Congolese
crude and the U.S. in Nigerian.

In reality, African oil seems to play
a role mainly as regards the “model of
development.” Since it by itself attracts
certain industrial and trading capital, it
becomes the trigger of certain processes
of development. Qil income changes
political and economic behavior. Around
the hopes fired by oil, schemes take form
in other areas, including the social.

The basic scheme held in common
by the imperialist governments and the
African governments with respect to this
oil can be summarized as follows—max-
imize oil income in order to promote the
economic and social development of the
countries concerned. At least, this is the
publicly expressed political mtent

However, taking into account what
was said above about the political weak-
ness of the African regimes, the actual
return per barrel of oil sold to their na-
tional incomes has varied greatly. The
general increase in income that they
expected has been far from realized
everywhere. @ The actual increase has
varied widely owing to the disparity of
techniques for removing the oil, the
multiplication of new types of drilling
and pumpmg contracts, as well as big
differences in the various fiscal systems.

In certain cases, the overwhelming
political and economic power of one
or another imperialist country, which
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buyer of oil
and the holder of the oil concessions,
‘has tended to push the local bourgeoisie
virtually into a comprador status, despite
its theoretical ownership of the petro-

could be the major

leum reserves. This is certainly the case
as regards the French role in Gabon.

Besides these hazards, which
are ‘“‘natural” in the context of the
world capitalist economy, the growth
of oil production in a country can have
catastrophic effects, as the experts and
the governments themselves have regular-
ly pointed out but without anyone pay-
ing very much attention (8). A general
study of the economies of Nigeria and
Gabon over the past ten years highlights
the following structural effects.

—Flight from the land and mush-
rooming of cities; decline of agriculture
and increased dependence on food im-
ports.

—Stepped up inflationary tenden-
cies.

—The development of industrial
projects not related to the needs of the
domestic market but inspired by the local
energy resources.

THE EXAMPLE OF NIGERIA

Nigeria is the leading African oil
producer, out ahead of Libya and Algeria.
In 1979, its income from oil amounted to
25 billion U.S. dollars (15 billion in
1978). The United States was the main
buyer, taking 40.7 % of Nigerian produc-
tion (9).

6. Le Matin de Paris, December 19, 1980.
7. In 1979, the Nigerian government decid-
ed to nationalise the assets of British Petroleum
after denouncing the complicity of this com-
pany with South Africa.
8. See for example the documents of the
““Seminario internacional sobre petroleo e des-
envolvimento,” Luanda, Angola, May b5-8,
1981, Mmistenu dos Petmleos

Nigeria Department of Information, Am-
bassagde du Nigeria, Paris.
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In the 16 years between 1964 and
1980, Nigerian oil production increased
from 6 million tons to 103 million tons.
These few figures suffice to indicate the
scope and dynamism of this industry in
Nigeria.

Obviously, with such resources, it is
not surprising that Nigeria is one of the
few countries in Black Africa that do not
have a deficit in their balance of pay-
ments. Despite this wealth, in fact we
could say because of it, this country has
the classical imbalance of foreign trade
that marks neocolonial states. Oil ac-
counts for 90% of the value of Nigerian
exports. Its imports are essentially mac-
hinery and transportation equipment
(43.7 % of the total in 1978), manufac-
tured goods, food, and chemical pro-
ducts. Stagnation or relative decline in
the oil market would throw Nigeria into
a grave financial crisis. |

Without having to wait for that, the
Nigerian economy is already suffering ill
effects from this high oil income. Since
1977, the country has been importing
more than a 100 tons of cereals per year.
The avarage daily consumption of food
has been declining, and for some years
the urban population has been growing at
a rate of 10% . In fact oil has been a
disaster for the peasants. In 1968, agricul-
tural products, including cotton, ac-
counted for 62% of the income from ex-
ports. As early as 1974, they accounted
for only 5% in a volume that had, to be
sure, multiplied 15 times. But this rela-
tive decline was accompanied by a col-
lapse of the market that ruined the
peasants (10).

The food deficit has grown at the
same rate as the increase in the popula-
tion and the flight from the land. In
1960, 13% of the population lived in the
capital, Lagos. In 1980, 17% did. But
for the country as a whole, 58% of
Nigerians now lived in the nine cities
with a population of over 500,000, as
against the 22% in the 1960 that lived
in the two cities that at that time had
reached that size (11).

This went along with the infla-
tionary tendency of an economy cen-
tered around oil income. From 1970
to 1977, the consumer price index rose
by 200% . Food prices increased by
500% (12).

Nigeria shows on a grand scale
for Black Africa what happens in coun-
tries with large incomes from extrac-
tive industries, whether it be oil or
other mining operations, A part of
this income goes into the speculation
and luxurious consumption of the ruling
class, which, moreover, may grow rapidly
under the cover of ‘Africanization” of
the professional staffs and the manage-
ment of companies.

The financial gains are not pumped
back into the Nigerian market to the ben-
efit of the majority of the population.
The capitalist development of the country
remains marked by the features of depen-
dence, backwardness of the ruling layers,
and weakness of the domestic market.
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The oil income, moreover, increases
the political and economic weight of the

state. On a continent where the ruling
classes remain so dependent on income
from the state, it is not surprising that
the growth of the state’s revenue results
in a growth of theirs.

In a country such as Nigeria where
the regions and therefore the various pet-
ty-bourgeois groups and regional notables
maintain a major weight, building a stable
strong federal state is a key objective for
a part of the bourgeoisie, the state bu-
reaucracy, and the army.

The oil boom has made it possible
to build up a federal army of more than
250,000 men. It has paved the way for
an increasing meshing of this force with
the machinery of the administrative ap-
paratus. The military regime has increased
the number of states in the federation,
thereby moderating the polarization be-
tween the three big regional-ethnic
blocks, the Hausa-Fulani in the North,
the Ibo in the East, and the Yoruba in
the West(14).

A NEW TARGET FOR IMPERIALISM

Even the enormous financial re-
sources that oil has provided for Nigeria
have not made it possible for the coun-
try to develop in an independent and sov-

ereign way. The temporary drop in oil
revenues in 1978, resulting from a dec-
line in the demand for Nigerian light
crude, revealed, moreover, how precar-
ious these resources are in the context of
intense international competition with
North Sea oil. In the third quarter of
1981, Great Britain moved into the place
that had been held by Nigeria in oil sales
to the U.S.

This evolution is directly linked to
wide fluctuations in the price of crude.
The Americans shifted to the cheaper
British oil. Thus, too in recent months,
Nigeria has been obliged to lower the
price of its oil, thereby reducing its finan-
cial resources (15).

This precariousness of the oil mar-
ket has not kept the imperialists from
making loans to economies centered
around the miraculous black gold. In
fact, the multinational corporations are in
the best position to profit from the im-
balances created by such polarized econ-
omies. To take the case of Nigeria again,
the drop in cereals production opened up
an important market for a company such
as Flour Mills, which holds a virtual
monopoly on imported grain and owns
the only silos in the country (16).

The weapon of hunger, as the impe-
rialist monopoly on cereals reserves has
come to be called, is not the least of the

10. Johny Egg.“Un effet de la rente
petroliere au Nigeria,” le Monde diplomatique,
May 1981, It can also be noted that sales of
cacao dropped from 320,000 tons in 1965 to
152,000 tons in 1980.

11. The population of the capital, Lagos,
has gone in twenty years from 1 million to
4.5 million under the combined effect of
industrialization and the increase in the volume
of money circulating in the urban milieu. For
the sake of comparison, it can be noted that the
industrialized African countries show an annual
increase of 18% in the population of their main
city. See the “Berg Report,”” p.203.

12, Le Monde diplomatique, November

1980, p.27.
13. For example, we might mention copper
in the case of Zaire and Zambia.

14. Le Monde diplomatigue,
1980.

15. It cannot be excluded that there was also
a political basis for the choice the U.S. made,
since Nigeria has already shown a desire to use
its oil resources as a means of influencing West-
ern policy toward South Africa, Washington =
return can use its purchases in Nigeria as =2
means of blackmail.

16. See Johny Egg, art. cit., le Monde di&-
lomatique, May 1980.
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advantages the capltallsts have gamed
from the oil business. In time, it is not
inconceivable that the food deficits will
absorb a considerable part of the income
from extractive industries,

The annual growth in the demand
for food in Nigeria is 3.5% . But food
production increases by only 1 % . On
this basis, it can be estimated that in
1990, the food deficit will amount to 20
million tons of cereals. At present prices,
20 million tons of rice represents a cost
of 10 billion dollars, that is, 50% of the
country’s oil income (17).

DESTRUCTIVE CAPITALIST
DEVELOPMENT

All the governments concerned—
the Nigerian, the Gabonese, the Con-
golese, the Angolan, and that of the
Ivory Coast—swear that they are going
to plow back part of their oil profits in-
to agriculture. Obviously it is a long way
from words to deeds.

But it is perhaps more important
to take a close look at what these agri-
cultural projects involve. For example,
the Gabonese “Interim Plan” for 1981-
82 calls for transforming the traditional
modes of agriculture in order to stop the
flight from the land. But this objective is
supposed to be achieved by the develop-
ment of big agri-businesses (18).

Nigeria’s “Fourth Development
Plan” also calls for building up big
agri-businesses in order to attract foreign
investment. It says explicitly that it is
unfortunate that in the past the planners
were more concerned about increasing
the area under cultivation than per-work-
er and per-unit productivity (19).

Such statements make it plain
enough that these celebrated oil booms
are going to open up the way for more
brutal capitalist penetration into the
countryside. Moreover, this is by no
means going to stop the flight from the
land. The big agri-businesses have very
little interest in providing work for the
rural population as a whole. And the
growth of agri-business in the coun-
tryside is going to break down the
village social structures at an increasing
rate.

The cumulative effects of these
changes will increase the stimulants
for the youth to move to the cities,
seeking crumbs of oil income in often
marginal jobs working for the parasitic
layers of the state apparatus.

In the Congo-Brazzaville,
northern part of the capital, the Bateke
plateau, is already a virtual human dessert.
And there is every reason to assume that
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at the same rate as the few families in
power devour the oil income, the influx
of youth from the land into Brazzaville
to live off this artificial economy will
continue to swell-(20).

It is not decisive, moreover, how
big a share one or another government
takes in the deals it makes with the
imperialist countries. Zaire has taken
76% in its agreement with Gulf Oil and
could claim, on this basis, to be more
“progressive” than Angola, which has
also entered into partnership with Gulf
Oil in the Cabinda enclave.

Oil income for these African
countries is like a magic potion that
becomes a poison when misused.

Some 80% of Angola’s income
from exports comes from oil. It is not
decisive whether it is the Angolan state
or the companies that make the big-
gest profit. On the other hand, it is
disturbing to see that an entire econ-
omy depends on the oil market.

No more than other commodities
does oil represent a weapon for achieving
economic independence. The producing
countries do not wield monopoly control
of this resource, despite all the attempts
by OPEC since 1973.

The imperialists were able to turn
the circulation of petro-dollars to their
advantage, just as in the present sifuation
of fluctuating prices they have been able
to organize the market to maximize their
profits.

Those governments that claimed
that they were going to free themselves
from imperialist domination without
breaking with the laws of the market
have been the first to fall into the trap.
The Angolan government is clearly depen-
dent on the oil market, rather than being
able to control it. In the U.S. itself, cer-
tain circles see this quite clearly, and
understand how to reinforce this situa-
tion and taKe advantage of it. Gulf Oil
and Texaco did a lot of lobbying in
1981 to keep congress from repealing the
Clark Amendment, which since 1976 has
banned aid to the Angolan opposition
movements without congressional ap-
proval (21).
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AGGRAVATION OF UNEVEN
DEVELOPMENT

In conclusion, we can predict
that the African oil business is going
to increase the uneveness of develop-
ment in Black Africa in two ways.
There will be a growing unevenness in
the producing countries between a
modern capitalist economy and a peas-
antry left out in the cold. There will be
uneven development between the coun-
tries that export oil and thé others.

The four countries most mentioned
in this article will soon be joined by the
Ivory Coast, which is expected to begin
exporting ml in 1983, and later, perhaps,
by the Cameroons.

There is more and more prospecting
for oil in Mozambique, Mali, Senegal and
other countries. According to a recent
study published by the Italian oil com-
pany AGIP, the northern edges of the
Gulf of Guinea may prove to be one of
the seven largest Saudi-type oil fields in
the world.

Between 1975 and 1979, the land
leased in Africa to the twenty biggest
international oil companies totalled 1.8
million square kilometers, or more than
52.2% of the total area leased for oil
operations in the world in that period.(22)

Oil extraction in the Black African
countries is a new outlet for the multi-
national companies. Since these coun-
tries have some other natural resources,
and are also an important area for indus-
tial restructuring, imperialist interests
may focus on these countries. The clas-
sical colonial superprofits are combining
with an increasing inequality in the
relations of trade. The industries that are
growing up on the basis of oil production
are appearing at an opportune time to
meet the growing needs of the imperialist
centers to export producers goods.

With the Ivory Coast already selling
refined products to Mali and the Upper
Volta and Nigeria doing the same to
Benin and Ghana, we can see a new stage
in the uneven development of Black Afri-
ca taking shape. Oil may thus become
a trigger of a movement of capital toward
a few countries to the ruin of the hopes

of the others.
There is no doubt that the oil age in

Black Africa will pose still more clearly
the question of who profits from natu-

ral wealth (23). The graphs showing the
growth of budgets and the means of pay-
ment do not take into account what is
the essential factor for the African mas-
ses, that is, that the ruling classes are
draining off the bulk of this income in
a parasitic way.

s [ Marches tropicaux et mediterraneens,
February 12, 1982. From 1970 to 1980 food
importis increased by 1,200%.

18. Ibid, November 27, 1981, p. 3137.

19. Ibid, February 12, 1982, p. 369.

20. On the nature of the Congolese regime
and its economy, see Claude Gabriel, “Un

masque progressiste pour un Etat neocolonial,”
Inprecor, May 13, 1981.

21. Recently, David Rockefeller, former
president of Chase Manhattan Bank said, re-
ferring to Angola, where this bank is active,
that he thought African Marxism was more ‘“‘a
matter of labels and appearances,’” than reality.
Le Monde, March 6, 1982,

. Nicolas Sarkis, director of the Arab
Petroleum Research Center, speech at the
seminar in Luanda, May 1981. See footnote 8.
23. On two occasions, Nigeria has passed
through traumas in which the oil question did
not fail to play a role. The first was the Biafran
secession during which the main imperialist
countries tried to stabilize an Ibo state around
the oil fields. The second was the Kano uprising
in the North in October 1980, in which an Is-
lamic sect launched a holy war, recruiting its
followers among the masses marginalized by the
oil boom. So, the advent of the oil bonanza has
not failed to pose grave problems for the fede-
ral ifistitutions.
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‘A million on the streets in1983"
The year of the missile in Britain

Penny DUGGAN

1983 will be a crucial year in Britain. It
is the year in which US Cruise missiles
will finally be deployed, and probably the
year of a general election. The question
of nuclear missiles and disarmament has
become a crucial one.

The anti-missiles movement in Britain
imade massive new strides in 1982. During
the Malvinas war it mobilised thousands
of people on the streets in opposition to
this bloodthirsty imperialist war. In June
over a quarter-million demonstrated
against nuclear missiles on the occasion
of Reagan’s visit to Britain.

In October the annual Labour Party
Conference voted in favour of British
unilateral disarmament by over two-
thirds majority. The organising centre of
this movement, the Campaign for Nuclear
| Disarmament (CND) now has over six
‘million affiliations through the trade
unions.

Despite vigorous attacks by the That-
cher government, and the right-wingers in
the Labour Party, such as Deputy Leader
Denis Healey, who announced he would
never serve in a government committed to
unilateral nuclear disarmament, the anti-
missiles movement transformed itself
from a strong minority viewpoint to a
majority viewpoint. By the end of the
year, polls showed that 58 per cent of the
population opposed the introduction of
Cruise Missiles into the country, and 56
per cent opposed the Trident nuclear
submarine programme.

WOMEN FOR PEACE

A marker in the significant change of
 attitude towards the anti-missiles move-
ment was the reporting of the women’s
| demonstration at the Greenham Common
| site for Cruise Missiles.

This grew out of a fifteen-month long
protest camp outside the base organised
by the group ‘Women for Life on Earth’.
‘The camp had twice been evicted, suf-
fered numerous arrests and imprison-
ments of protestors. Police harassment
had reached the point of refusing to allow
camp to have tents, instead the protestors
had to sleep under plastic sheeting.

A national women’s demonstration
was called at the camp on December 12,
1982, bringing 30,000 women to add
| their voice to the protest, and their child-

ren’s toys, which they hung on the fence
around the base as a symbol of their
commitment to fight for world safe for
the future generations. The women
formed a continuous chain nine-miles
long around the base.

This event proved the truly mass na-
ture of the anti-missiles movement. Of
course all the events of CND are open
to both sexes, and many women are
leading activists of the movement. Green-
ham Common however brought thou-
sands of women who were not otherwise
active into the major political movement
in Britain today. Thus, far from being
a diversion as some sectarian left groups
like the British Socialist Workers Party
suggest, this women-only demonstra-
tion proved to be extremely effective.

PLANS FOR 1983

The national CND conference took
place on the weekend of November 27-
28 1982 to map out plans for 1983 —
to strain every nerve to finally stop the
installation of Cruise missiles.

This conference demonstrated the
growing radicalisation of the move-
ment. Despite the speech of the E.P.
Thompson, one of the leading spokes-
persons of the movement, the conference
voted to maintain the campaigning slogan
‘Britain out of NATO, NATO out of
Britain’. Moves to link this to a sfrug-
gle against the ‘two superpowers’ and
their ‘blocs’ were rejected.

There was a forceful debate over tac-
tics for the movement. The heroism
of the Greenham Common protestors
caught the imagination of the delegates
and ensured overwhelming support for
the tactics of ‘non-violent direct action’.

A much sharper debate took place
over the relationship of this to attempts
to win and mobilise the mass support of
the labour movement as the crucial ally
for the movement, and over mass politi-
cal action as an indespensable instrument
in the struggle.

The Trades Union Congress (TUC) and
Labour Party have jointly called for a
mass demonstration in August 1983, to
mark the anniversary of the dropping of
the atom bomb on Hiroshima.

Some speakers opposed this being a
central action for CND this year — argu-
ing that it was partisan to support a call

from labour movement organisations.
(There is a small group of members of
Thatcher’s Tory Pary in CND). But
the conference overwhelmingly supported
this call—indicating the vast majority
understand that the labour movement
is the real ally of the anti-missiles move-
ment — and aimed to mobilise ‘a million
in the streets’ by the end of the year.

SABOTAGE BY THE LABOUR
BUREAUCRACY

Despite the majority opposition to
Cruise missiles, the Thatcher govern-
ment is continuing at full speed with their
introduction. However, the Labour Party

leadership have been less than forthright
on their position.

The left-wing Labour newspaper 7ri-
bune pointed out on November 26, 1982,
‘Only Labour Deputy Leader Denis Hea-
ley has been straightforward. He has said
that he would not serve in a government
committed to unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment. Since everyone expects him to be
part of the next Labour government, we
are entitled to ask — what does he know
that we don’t?’

The Labour Party is committed to re-
fusing Cruise, and sending back the mis-
siles if necessary. But the leadership have
not said what they will do about the
other US missiles already stationed iIn
Britain.

The combination of the continuing
growth of the movement — which can
be expected to reach a peak this year,
when Cruise missiles are scheduled to
be installed — and the approach of a
general election will make these central
questions in Britain.

Given the mass sentiment on this ques-
tion, the Labour Party would be im-
measurably strengthened if it went to
the polls campaigning on the basis of its
opposition to nuclear weapons. But:
the Labour leadership knows only too
well that unilateralism is absolutely
unacceptable to the British bourgeoisie,
whose entire military strategy is built
around nuclear weapons.

This contradiction highlights the im-
portance of the strategy widely supported
in CND of continually working to win
support and mobilise active support in
the labour movement to force the
leadership to carry out the policy of the
Labour Party Conference. B

Front cover: Trade-union demonstration in Buenos Aires, ‘Military to the wall.” (DR)



