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Protesters take to
the streets �������������	�	 
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Protesting against the summit
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Protest after racist murder
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IT COULD not be clear-
er. George Bush is going
ahead with his invasion of
Iraq.

Bush has gathered together all
the weapons of modern war to
attack a country ravaged by sanc-
tions and the effects of his father’s
war on the country. In the last Gulf
war the US-led coalition killed over
100,000 people

War is crucial to Bush’s drive to
tighten US grip over oil supplies in
the Middle East, and to demon-
strate US global dominance to
potential rivals.

The US government has acceler-
ated the military build-up in the
Gulf. But Bush’s build-up for war
takes place at the very time that
divisions over the war are deepen-
ing.

Warmongers

Even hardened warmongers in
the US establishment, who Bush
should be able to rely on, are wary.
Their concern is not for peace, but
that Bush’s war drive risks backfir-
ing.Among those expressing unease
are Cold War veterans who orches-
trated war and intervention in Viet-
nam and Latin America.

They include Henry Kissinger,
Brent Snowcroft, Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski, Lawrence Eagleburger, and for-
mer presidents Gerald Ford and
George Bush Sr. Of course these
brutes are not part of the anti-war
movement.

But the growing unease is creat-
ing more space for such a move-

ment to grow. Bush has responded
by promising to “listen to Republi-
can critics”. But he has made it
known he is still determined on
war.

And US diplomats are trying to
bully Arab states into falling in
behind a war. One official says,
“Many countries have been hiding
their heads in the sand.

“Now there are the beginnings
of a realisation that they must
ensure they remain on the right
side of the Americans.” The lack of
support from Arab governments for
war is in sharp contrast to the 1991
Gulf War.

Then every Arab state with the
exception of Jordan went along
with the US. Saudi Arabia stationed
hundreds of thousands of troops,
and its Prince Sultan airbase was
critical to the US air force. Now
Saudi Arabia says it will not allow
US planes to take off to attack Iraq.

Most of the US establishment
does not go along with the view
expressed by Bush’s adviser Richard
Perle, who called for setting fire to
Saudi Arabia’s oil fields. But there
are certainly worries in the US gov-
ernment about Saudi Arabia’s stabil-
ity and reliability.

Fear of stoking an anti-imperial-
ist movement that could topple
pro-US Arab regimes stopped Bush
bombarding Iraq immediately after
the war on Afghanistan.

Now many in the White House
believe they have waited long
enough and can withstand the fury
war will bring.

Their allies are far from sure.The
rulers of Egypt, Saudi Arabia and

Jordan have told Bush they fear
rebellion in the streets if he attacks
Iraq.

The heroic struggle of the Pales-
tinian people in resistance to Israel,
the main US ally in the Middle East,
produced a huge outpouring of sol-
idarity. It is that solidarity they are
scared of.

Impose

The most extreme members of
the Bush gang believe they can
impose regimes as favourable to the
US as Israel across the whole Mid-
dle East, not just in Iraq.

Some European leaders have had
to respond to mass anti-war feeling.

German chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder supported the war
against Afghanistan.Around 100,000
people held a mid-week demon-
stration against Bush in Berlin three
months ago.

Here Fianna Fail have stayed
quiet, but have opened up Shannon
for the use of the US military to
carry out there war on Iraq.

But here as elsewhere an attack
on Iraq already faces far greater
opposition than at the start of pre-
vious wars by big powers.

There is mass opposition. We
have to make sure that our voice is
heard in the coming weeks.

What we do can make the dif-
ference. We all have to urgently
start organising now.

Everyone should get out on
the streets, build for the Irish
Anti War Movement National
Demonstration on September
28th.

OOrrggaanniissee ttoo ssttoopp BBuusshh’’ss wwaarr
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�. 
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FIANNA FAIL has pushed
ahead with devastating cuts
across the public sector.

The government is
determined to slash public
spending at our expense.

They are attacking health
and education most of all.

Devouring

No talk of the Ansbacher gang
having their assets taken—rather
the services working class people
need most are the ones the
crooks of Fianna Fail are after.

Even though the bosses made
mega bucks in the boom years it
is working class people who are
supposed to shoulder sacrifices.

Inflation is devouring our
wages and salaries. Ireland is the
second most expensive place in
Europe.

In 1995 it was the twelfth.Yet
the government want to hold
back pay and attack the already
run down public services 

There is already resistance to
this.

Junior doctors and  care assis-
tants are already fighting to try
and save the health service.

Thousands of trade unionists
are sick of low pay, long hours and
privatisation.

They are sick of their leaders

talking about partnership with a
government that sucks up to big
business while attacking ordinary
people.

This growing mood among
workers for action means we can
build resistance to stop
McCreevy’s cuts and start to fight
for our rights.

FIGHT FIANNA FAIL’S CUTS

Unite against Nice
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(HE progressive side of the
anti-Nice campaign is
starting to get under way.
Socialist Worker is hosting a
series of Socialist Forums
on the Treaty.

The first of these titled Yes To
immigrants No to Nice in Dublin—
with speakers from AFRI and the
SWP—drew over 60 people.

For a number of months Socialist
Worker has been arguing for the Left
in Ireland to come together to discuss
a socialist campaign over Nice, we also

sent letters to other socialist organisa-
tions and argued our case in a number
of forums.

It now looks likely that a progres-
sive anti-militarist, anti neo-liberal
campaign will be formed.

Joe Higgins TD of the Socialist
Party is hosting a discussion to set-up
such a campaign  — this timely move
is to be welcomed.

Hopefully the Left can now get on
with the business of defeating the gov-
ernment over Nice.

(For arguments against the
Nice Treaty turn to page 10)
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What way forward?

Stormont to impose water charges 
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One of those discussions is
whether we need to have “theo-
ry” that tries to explain the
whole world. Some people
argue that “big theories” are
part of the past they want to
reject. 

There is the unyielding
“free market ideology” that
hails privatisation around the
globe and multi-nationals plun-
dering the world’s resources. 

Some people argue that
socialism is also a set of dog-
matic ideas which does not fit
in with the many-faceted nature
of the movement today. 

They say that “grand narra-
tives”, such as Marxism, are out
of date. Rather we need a
movement where different and
diverse ideas about society can
coexist and are equally valid. 

Above all, some argue, it
would be wrong for one partic-
ular set of ideas to be imposed
on and to dominate the move-
ment. 

Revolutionary socialists are
also totally against imposing a
set of ideas on the movement. 

People are quite rightly
opposed to the idea of top-
down domination and fake
democracy in mainstream polit-
ical institutions like parliament. 

Socialists want to forge the
maximum unity in the move-
ment, working alongside peo-
ple with a wide range of views. 

But there are crucial
moments when it is important
which particular ideas are dom-
inant and hold sway in the
movement. 

Political ideas are not just
free floating or abstract. In a
capitalist society the ruling
class does not just own the busi-
nesses and factories, or the
“means of production” as Karl
Marx described them. 

He argued that they also
own the “mental means of pro-
duction”—the newspapers, TV
and radio that constantly broad-
cast a view of the world which
suits the ruling class. 

They want to mask the real
exploitation that is at the heart
of the capitalist system. 

Most people in our move-
ment agree that we need to cut
through these false explana-

tions and present an alternative
way of looking at the world. 

But the spontaneous com-
ing together of the “multitude”
to fight capitalism, which
Michael Hardt and Antonio
Negri write of in their much
talked-about book Empire, is
not likely to sweep away the
hold of the global ruling class. 

We need to develop political
strategies to combat capitalism. 

By doing this we can organ-
ise to win support among wide
groups for those ideas. 

In other words, we have to
clearly say what our ideas are if
we are to be successful in chal-
lenging capitalism. 

Already in our movement
there are real, important differ-
ences about ideas. 

At the second World
Economic Forum in Porto
Alegre earlier this year there
was a more radical atmosphere
among most of the ordinary
70,000 delegates. 

People were arguing that
our strategy should be mass
protests against neo-liberalism
and war. 

But there were also six min-
isters from the French govern-
ment at the forum. Jacques
Chirac, now France’s right-
wing prime minister, even sent
an envoy to Porto Alegre.
Clearly these people are at one
extreme end. 

But there are others in our
movement who argue that we
should aim to reform aspects of
the system we live in and do not
agree with a movement that is
built from the grassroots
upwards. 

The ideas adopted by the
movement are linked to peo-
ple’s practice. 

In Barcelona there was a big
argument about whether anti-
capitalists should have support-
ed the trade union demonstra-
tions against privatisation, for
example. 

We obviously can’t just
agree to differ on these kinds of
questions. A decision has to be
made and acted on if the move-
ment is to have any impact. 

The strength of Marxism is
precisely because it does
explain the totality of human
relationships under capitalism. 

Marxism is able to show the
connections between globalisa-
tion, racism, imperialism and
war. 

And because it understands
that capitalism is based on a
system of exploitation, where it
is workers who produce all the
wealth in society, Marxism
points to the force which has
the collective power to over-
throw capitalism—the working
class. 

Inside the movement we
want to build a coherent revolu-
tionary organisation that puts
these ideas forward. 

In the coming weeks and
months revolutionary socialists
will be building for the biggest
possible turnout at the ESF, and
among a wide range of people. 

But at the same time we will
be hoping to convince people
that Marxism offers the best way
of understanding capitalism and
how we can overthrow it. 
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EARTH SUMMIT — POVERTY, DISEASE, GLOBAL WARMING
Does a movement
need its ‘theory’? 
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Socialist Worker looks at some of the issues
that will be raised at the European Social
Forum Rulers’ ten years of

broken promises
— by a South

African socialist

SOUTH AFRICAN
workers, landless
labourers, campaign-
ers and activists were
preparing a massive
demonstration out-
side the Earth Summit
in Johannesburg.
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SW: What has hap-
pened since the
Rio Summit on
1992?

SINCE RIO the
record has been real-
ly mixed. In a few
areas, such as parts
of Europe, there has
been some progress
on things like air
quality and climate
change, mainly led by

government policy.
But in general, sustainable

development has been under-
mined because there has been
no money provided to devel-
oping countries to implement
it. 

SW: What has
been the impact of
c o r p o r a t e - l e d
globalisation on
the environment?

JUST A few years

after the Rio Summit,
the sustainable de-
velopment agenda
was completely over-
taken by the empha-
sis on trade liberali-
sation, especially
with the setting up of
the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).

Since then, environmental
concerns have been playing
second fiddle to the WTO
agenda of trade liberalisation.
The tension between free-
trade and the environment is

going to be a major issue at
Johannesburg. 

SW: George Bush
has refused to
attend the summit.
What are the impli-
cations of this?

MY VIEW is that he
would have been a
hypocrite to go any-
way. Someone said
that he was afraid
that someone might
throw something at
him, and I think he is
probably right! 

The Bush administration
is heavily influenced by poli-
cy bodies who are in the
pockets of the major corpora-
tions. They say that every
measure on climate change is
too expensive. They push for

an agenda known as a ‘light
touch’, meaning voluntary
codes by industry and avoid-
ing anything that advocates
government regulation. 

The two main strategies

on offer at the WSSD are
government-led agreements
and commitments on things
like renewable energy, or
partnership agreements
between the private sector

and NGO’s. 
The US is pushing the

second option, which it sees
as way to privatise delivery
and create investment oppor-
tunities for US corporations. 

SW: There will be
mass protests at
the WSSD Summit.
What do you think
has been the
impact of the anti-
corporate globali-
sation movement?

THERE IS no doubt
that the agenda of
the WSSD has been
influenced by the
movement outside.

For instance, “globalisa-
tion” is on the agenda. It
never was at Rio. There are of
course plenty of other things

not on the agenda, especially
the link to militarism and
war. 

The protesters outside are
the ones who are making the
most coherent case for sus-
tainable development today. 

They are the ones who are
making the connections
between the environment and
trade, militarism, poverty,
debt and all the other issues
that affect it. 

The summit will of course
put all this through a blending
machine. But the movement
on the streets is registering. 

The crucial factor is the
active citizenship, the politi-
cisation of people, to open up
the democratic debate about
the distribution of resources
and to be constantly pres-
surising governments. 

SW: What has the
record of the
British and Irish

governments been
on the environ-
ment?

I AM sure that Blair
will grandstand as a
champion of the envi-
ronment. But the fact
is that Blair doesn’t
pay any attention to
these issues.

At the preparatory meet-
ing in Bali earlier this year,
the Irish government under-
mined an agreement between
Europe and the developing
countries, because they
objected to the language on
subsidies. But it shows that
the Irish government has no
serious interest in sustainable
development. 

The clearest example is
Noel Dempsey undermining
local democracy to force
through decisions on inciner-
ators last year. 
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AT THE EARTH Summit
in South Africa’s
Johannesburg, world
leaders have been
gathering to talk about
tackling poverty, deal-
ing with the environ-
mental crisis and
embracing “sustain-
able development”.

Gestures

US president George W
Bush is hostile even to making
such gestures. 

This could lead some peo-
ple to think that the summit
must contain something
worthwhile.

The truth is that the gathering
is dominated by those responsible
for the awful state of the world.

The plans they will push in
Johannesburg will make things
worse, not better. 

Ten years ago world leaders
gathered for the first Earth
Summit, in the Brazilian city of
Rio de Janeiro. 

They pledged action on pover-
ty and the environment.

A key promise was that richer
countries would massively step up
aid to the poorest countries. 

Every one of the rich countries
at Rio vowed to at least double its
aid budget, to 0.7 percent of eco-
nomic output. Since then aid has
been cut. 

It is down to a miserable 0.22
percent of economic output across
the rich countries. 

In Rio governments also
pledged to cut the debt burden on
the world’s poorest countries.
Instead it has soared by a third to
£1.7 trillion, and now kills 19,000
children every day.

Tackling the threat of climate
change and global warming was
another key pledge at Rio.

Leaders said they would cut
emissions of carbon dioxide, the
main gas responsible for climate
change. 

But between 1990 and 2000
global carbon dioxide emissions
grew by a staggering 9.1 percent a
year. 

That madness means we will
see more of the extreme weather
that has occurred recently.

These catastrophes have been
accelerated by the policies of the
giant corporations, governments
and institutions such as the IMF,
World Bank and WTO. 

Threat

They argue that nothing
should stand in the way of global
capitalism. 

Yet it is this system that lies
behind growing poverty and the
threat of environmental disaster.

In Johannesburg they are
offering more of the same.

Gone is even the pretence that
global regulation of the system is the
answer. 

The best hope for the future for
the world and its people lies in build-
ing the movements—against capital-
ism, its poverty, environmental cata-
strophes, and its wars. 
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Members of the Landless People’s Movement protesting at the WSSD

Floods in China
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SWP activists are organised in the following areas
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Mick O’Reilly continues
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Stop Bush’s war plan
for Iraq page 3 & 8

Protesters take to the
streets against Earth
summit page 6-7
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Inspiring others to fightback
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AUGUST 28TH—SEPTEMBER 10TH VOL:2 NUMBER 181


