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FUND PUBLIC
SERVICES

FREE HEALTH
SERVICE

SCRAP THE
BIN TAX

ROOT OUT
CORRUPTION

SWP Manifesto
People

Before Profit
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SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE 2

THE TRUTH ABOUT
MARY HARNEY

Vote Socialist Workers Party No.1

COURT cases and
media spin can’t
hide everything
about Progressive
Democrat leader
Mary Harney.
■ She used the government
jet frequently—on one
occasion to travel to open a
friend’s off license in Sligo.
■ She holidayed  (with
Charlie McCreevey) with
businessman arms dealer
Ulick McEvaddy.
■ Property developers
Dwyer Nolan gave Liam
Lawlor £15,000. Mary Har-
ney admits getting  a “legit-
imate political donation”
from Dwyer Nolan but she
won’t reveal how much.

Cash

Eddie O’Dwyer  manag-
ing director of the company
has claimed he gave large
sums of cash to councillors
for planning favours in the
1980s saying “Every dog on
the road knew you had to
pay for things”. 

■ Jim Kennedy a developer
who used to bankroll cor-
rupt council official George
Redmond, bought land in
Lucan just two weeks before
it was rezoned. 

He said at the time it was
a “lucky guess.”

Jim Kennedy is one of
the owners of Jackson Way,
a company which attempted
to sue South Dublin County
Council over the building of
the Southern Cross Motor-
way. 

Kennedy and his associ-
ates are still trying to claim
compensation for the land.
They hired Former Fianna
Fail Press Officer Frank
Dunlop to lobby for it’s
rezoning.

Mary Harney used

Kennedy’s pub, the Laurels,
for her constituency clinics.

Mary Harney wrote to
Jim Kennedy on March 23
1982 saying, “Your generos-
ity is very much appreciated
and shall long be remem-
bered. Should there be any-
thing with which you could
feel I can be of assistance,
please don’t hesitate to con-
tact me.”
■ Harney put forward a
number of Section 4
motions, which fast-track
rezoning, either proposing
or seconding them along

with Liam Lawlor.
For instance one of

Lawlor’s motions that she
seconded proposed rezoning
of an office block in Clon-
dalkin owned by Fianna Fail
supporter Christy Mullen.

She seconded a motion
to Lawlor to have housing
built on land owned by
Denis Fitzgibbon, a Fianna
Fail supporter.
■ Harney has repeatedly
attacked Community
Employment schemes for
report turn to page 11.

	���������
������������
����������

‘Your generosity is very much appreciated’
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A HALT should be
called to the
“plethora” of regu-
lations designed to
protect workers,
the bosses’ organi-
sation, IBEC, has
said.

The nineteen pieces
of workplace legislation
had been introduced
since 1993, including
the Unfair Dismissals
Act, Maternity Protec-
tion Act, the Organisa-
tion of Working Time
Act and the Equal Sta-
tus Act.  

IBEC wants these
replaced with “volun-
tary codes”. 
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A FORMER party worker for Fianna Fail
leader Bertie Ahern is the leader of an Irish
Nazi group. 

Paul Kangley worked for Ahern as a party
activist.  He now fronts the fascist Irish People’s
Party (IPP). It boasts of close links to the British
National Party, which 

Kangley’s other backer is the fuhrer of the
British National Party, Nick Griffin, who claims he
has “frequent contact” with the IPP and has
offered the group its financial backing. The BNP is
also supporting the Immigration Control Platform,
which is running two candidates in the election. 
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MORE than 700 troops took
part in the biggest military
exercise for 30 years in the
Glen of Imaal in Co Wick-
low.

The Government com-
mitted the Defence Forces
to providing up to 850
troops to the UN at any one
time. In addition, the Irish

army was also committed to
providing the same 850
troops to the EU. The outgo-
ing government has commit-
ted Irish Troops to
Afghanistan and is prepar-
ing for the EU Rapid Reac-
tion Force despite the rejec-
tion in last year’s referen-
dum of the Nice Treaty.
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Irish Nazi worked for Ahern

Who needs donations ...
when you’ve got expenses?

�����������
	�
��
����

����
�� �� (+0)
-#"#(� &!7!$&!4 � %)
)/  4%+*� (#'+4� "� 
&#'+"(.� ,#(� #(&� )�
"(!" 4�)"'+")����*!(4!
4(%7 (� �!)� $#** 4� '/
)/  4)� #7 (� DE-/�
"#� -!5 � )'( � �� (+
-!5 )��%)�+ ="�/�#"#
#//#("'+%".�� � � %)
"(!&5 4�2.�!�*(#'/�#,
��� �!&5)� !+4� )/%+
4#&"#()� %+� - (&)� !$$
(!&%+*� "�(#'*�� "� 
&#'+"(.�



����������������	��
������������

�
�����
������
������
���������
����
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Address ..............................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

Trade Union .......................................... 

Phone.....................................................

E-mail ....................................................
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JOIN THE SOCIALISTS
To join the Socialist Workers Party, fill in this form and send it to:
SWP, PO Box 1648, Dublin 8

Socialist Worker
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Richard Boyd Barrett
(Dun Laoghaire)
087 632 9511

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL SOCIALIST

Bríd Smith
(Dublin South Central)
087 9090 166

Ritchie Brown
(Dublin North Central)
087 203 5207

Jimmy Kelly
(Waterford)
087 787 0621

Catherine Kennedy
(Wicklow)
(01) 282 9802 

Shay Ryan
(Dublin South East)
087 914 3703 

Michael O’Sullivan
(Cork South Central)
086 389 4712

After ten years of boom we have
some of the worst health, education
and transport services in the indus-
trialised world.

There is money for Bertie Bowl
and Ansbacher accounts but not for
pensioners or the sick

Now the right wing talk of mod-
ernising our public services. What
they mean is privatisation.

The start of the election cam-
paign featured a tedious debate over
the mainstream parties’ economic
forecasts.What none of the acres of
commentary pointed out was what
they all shared: A commitment to
help big business before workers.

The fact is, there are more than
enough resources to provide decent
low-cost housing, and a first class
health, education and transport sys-
tem for all.

The resources exist to ensure the
environment is properly protected,
to fund recycling.

But it isn’t done for one simple
reason—the rich in Ireland don’t pay
tax.

They enjoy the lowest tax rates
on profits in Europe and the rest
they hide in off-shore accounts.

Funds

The health service is bleeding to
death and schools are still left scram-
bling for lack of funds.

At the same time the people at
the top have prospered.

Their wealth has mushroomed
and their arrogance has increased.

The harsh fact is that the divide
between rich and poor is far wider
than ever before.

It’s time to teach the Right in this
country a lesson.

Every vote for Socialists the elec-
tion is part of building the fightback.

Across the country more and
more people are disenchanted with
what is on offer from the main par-
ties.

The left has to give that anger
direction and purpose.

We need more protests like
those we saw recently in Barcelona
and Rome.

And we need more resistance
from the trade union leaders, more
strikes and more socialist organisa-
tion.

THE contempt politicians actually feel for
ordinary people was revealed when Jim
McDaid, called suicide victims “selfish bas-

tards”. It was a sick and offensive comment.
However many spin doctors the parties put on it they can’t

hide the fact that the real “selfish bastards” in Ireland are the rich.
Behind the photo opportunities and the handshakes the rich

and their bought and paid for politicians are laughing all the way
to their offshore accounts.
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Brown and Blair visit Northern Ireland last month in search of services to privatise
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Northern Ireland’s schools
and hospitals will face fur-
ther privatisation under Gor-
don Brown’s £200 million
investment package.

And every single penny of that
money has already come out of the
pockets of working people—£125
million which was paid in rates, and
another £75 million in unspent gov-
ernment money, which also came out
of tax payers’ pockets.

Admitted

That £75 million could have been
spent straight away on schools and hos-
pitals. Earlier this year the health minis-
ter, Bairbre de Brun, admitted that she
had £23 million in unspent money—yet
hospital waiting lists are rocketing.

Brown has also granted the Stormont
Executive powers to borrow more
money from Westminster. 

How will that cash be repaid? By
doubling or even trebling our rates over
the next five years.

But most serious of all, this loan
comes with big strings attached. It is an
attempt by Blair and Brown to push for
more Public Private Partnerships or Pri-
vate Finance Initiatives here.

Brown made it clear that a new
investment quango will ensure that busi-
ness gets a bigger share in our public ser-
vices. He also said there is a need to
“reform” the public sector.

Refuses

In schools and the NHS, the “reforms” of
the past few governments have led to cuts,
chaos and an all-time low in staff morale.
This time they will be part of a far wider
agenda—the cracking open of public ser-
vices around the world under GATS, the
General Agreement on Tradable Services.

The Labour government refuses to slap
higher taxes on the rich and on big business
to pay for decent hospitals. Instead they look
to the private sector for investment. 

Not one of the parties with ministers at
Stormont seriously opposes this strategy.

It will be up to the trade unions and to
anti-capitalist activists to challenge this latest
effort to let the market rip where human need
should come before corporate greed.

What a waste 
of money! IN APRIL Sinn Fein’s

Gerry Adams refused to
attend Congressional
hearings in the US about
terrorism in Colombia.

This fed a media frenzy about
possible IRA links to international
terrorism. Brian Cowen, David
Trimble and the SDLP all lined up
to attack Adams for refusing to
testify. The SDLP’s Alex Attwood
claimed that Adams had let down
“our friends in America in their
time of need.”

Sponsored

But barely a single commentator
asked the most important question,
namely, what the US military is doing
is Colombia. 

Under Bill Clinton, and now under
George Bush, the US sponsored a $1.3
billion program of aid to the Colom-
bian military, known as Plan Colom-
bia. This was supposedly part of the
War Against Drugs, but was a cover
for rearming the Colombian military
with helicopter gunships, supplied by
the US.

Numerous independent reports
from groups such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and War On Want have reported
that the main suppliers of drugs in
Colombia are the military and their
supporters in the right-wing paramili-
tary death squads, responsible for the
murder of over 3,000 trade unionists
in recent years. 

At most, they report, FARC rebels
merely tax the cocoa growers in the
areas they control, mainly small farm-
ers driven into cocoa production by
the collapse in coffee prices. 

Now Bush wants to massively
increase military aid to Colombia by
another $98 million this year, using
the excuse of the War Against Terror-
ism. 

The money is specifically aimed at

protecting a vast new oil pipeline
being constructed by Occidental
Petroleum in areas where the FARC
operate. 

The Congressional hearings are a
cover for a major shift in US policy.
Under existing US law, the Bush
administration is forbidden from giv-
ing military assistance to “anti-terror-
ism” drives in Colombia.

Henry Hyde, the chair of the Inter-
national Affairs Committee hearings
on the IRA and FARC, is introducing
a new Colombian Anti-Terrorism Act
next week.  

A senior member of staff on the
International Affairs Committee told
reporters:

“A lot of people thought those
hearings were about the Irish peace
process but they weren’t. 

“They are a backdrop to huge
changes on US policy on terrorism in
South America.”

The US has always intervened
directly in Central and Latin America,
in support of US multinational inter-
ests. 

After the defeat in the Vietnam
War, the US tended to use proxies
such as the Contras in Nicaragua or
provide covert support for the military
dictatorships in Chile, Argentina and
elsewhere. 

Trained

One of the key witnesses at the
Congressional hearings last week was
General Fernando Tapias, chairman of
the Colombian Joint Chiefs of Staff,
who was trained at the School of the
Americas, in Fort Denning in the US
along with thousands of other Latin
American soldiers. 

Now Bush wants to go on the
offensive, with direct military inter-
vention. 

The hypocrisy of Trimble, Cowen
and the SDLP in scoring cheap points
over Sinn Fein’s connections to FARC
while not even mentioning US mili-

tary involvement or the corruption of
the Colombian government, is stag-
gering. 

The reluctance of Sinn Fein to
even mention never mind question the
role of the US military is a testimony
to how beholden they have become to
US imperialism.  

TWO JAILED British sol-
diers who carried out a
murder have been given
a go-ahead to rejoin the
army.

The convicted murder-
ers shot 18 year old Peter
McBride in the back in 1992
as he ran away from an
army patrol that had
searched his home.

At their trial the court was
told the soldiers “had deliber-
ately lied as part of their
defence and had not come
under any threat before firing
on Mr McBride”.

The two soldiers were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
for murder in 1995.

All the soldiers convicted
of murder in Northern Ireland
have been allowed to return to
the army.

���

!������
�� !
���	��

What is the US military
doing in Colombia?

CSA PPP fiasco...



THOUSANDS of
sick Irish people are
not on official wait-
ing lists because
they need medical
tests before joining
the queue for opera-
tions.

Waiting list figures
published by the Depart-
ment of Health exclude
people waiting for tests
such as angiograms,
which can show whether
a heart bypass is required. 

Hundreds of patients
are waiting for this test in

Dublin hospitals. 
Ireland’s “hidden”

waiting list also includes:
●● More than 1,000 people
in Dublin suffering from
nerve disorders such as
epilepsy, waiting up to 18
months for electromyogra-
phy (EMG); 
●● More than 900 people in
the North Eastern Health
Board area, some waiting
up to 10 months, who need
ultrasound tests before
surgery; 
●● At least 300 patients
around the country wait-
ing to have magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI)

scans, often used to track
cancer progression. 

Problems with the accu-
racy of official waiting lists
emerged when it was
revealed that the list at Our
Lady’s Hospital for Sick
Children in Crumlin,
Dublin, jumped by 86 per-
cent between March and
June last year. 

Revealed

Patients at the Mater
Hospital wait an average of
11 months before getting a
bed. 

Those waiting for ultra-
sound tests in the North
Eastern Health Board area
include 450 people on the
list at Our Lady of Lourdes
Hospital, Drogheda, Co
Louth. 

The hospital has three
ultrasound machines, but
can only use one because
there are no rooms available
for the other machines. 
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FF DESTROYED THE HEALTH SERVICE

Waiting to join
the waiting list
THERE ARE 26,000 people on hospital
waiting lists but thousands of others
are waiting to join the queue.

Socialist Worker reports from around
the country on the crisis in the health
service.
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‘CHRONIC PAIN drives you to
the edge of the cliff—the
inadequacies of the health
service in addressing the
needs of pain patients, push
you over!’
Life in chronic pain is lived ‘close to
the edge’ in a state of uncertainty, vul-
nerability, isolation and endless
searching for hope. 

Chronic pain has been part of my life
for the last ten years—an unexpected 30th
birthday present! It has stripped me of all
I once knew myself to be and left me
‘naked’ to look at myself and what I have
become. 

It has stripped me of; my profession as
a nurse/midwife; my job; my social life;
my leisure activities; my confidence; my
ability to travel; my physical, emotional
and psychological energy.

It has reduced my life to ‘existence’
and forced me into dependence on; med-
ication in order to be able to function;
friends to carry out daily tasks for me;
Invalidity Pension to maintain me finan-
cially; and the medical system in a search
for a solution to my pain. 

Eighteen to twenty hours of my day are
spent ‘married’ to my bed—with depres-
sion and chronic fatigue coming as part of
the ‘package’.

Entering my fifth year out of the work-
place I have scaled the hurdles of two
rounds of back surgery and set out on the
road of chronic pain management.

In the last three years I have spent
120+ hours (the equivalent of 5 days and 5
nights!) lying on a bench in Out Patients
Departments waiting for the treatment of
choice for my pain to be forthcoming. 

It took over two years to secure two

basic diagnostic nerve block injections
that could have been administered at two
weekly intervals.

The third injection in the series was
abandoned …. In the torturous years of
waiting for the ‘hi-tech’ treatment I now
need to control my pain, the physical and
psychological consequences have been
profound. 

The indescribable shattering disap-
pointment of repeated cancellation of
admission dates—due to bed and operat-
ing theatre unavailability—reduced me to
a state of despair. 

Compounding health issues stemming
from chronic drug dependency have seen
me drawing on other specialties and occu-
pying other hospital beds awaiting THE
bed I needed for management of my
chronic pain. 

As chronic pain does my life in and the
health services do my head in, years of my
life are slipping by and the economics of
supporting me in this state of unemploy-
ment and pending medical treatment,
don’t make sense ... And ironically the
medical profession needs my skills!

“There were many times I believed
light was finally appearing at the end of a
very dark and lonely tunnel of intense suf-
fering.

Alas! Too soon I realised it was only
the familiar headlights of a freight train
destined to crush me with disappointment
once again….. I can assure you it’s worse
than being hit by a sledge hammer—for
it’s an indescribable reduction to pulp as
the full force of an engine’s tonnage
crushes you between sharp steel wheels
and unyielding track. 

The most painful blow comes when
you realise the assaulting train is the very
health care system you chose to trust in
your darkest hour with you need for
wholeness and healing”

THE NEED for a
radiotherapy facility
at the South East
Regional Hospital is
a huge issue in
Waterford.
At the end of April local
people rallied in the town
in a protest called by the
trades council on the issue.

President of the South
Eastern Cancer Foundation,
Mags Kirwan, has resigned in
disgust following a meeting
with health minister Michael
Martin.  

Martin failed to guarantee
the provision of a radiothera-
py cancer treatment unit in
the southeast, saying he must
wait for the report of the
expert group set up to decide
this matter to be published.

However, Fianna Fail are
saying the report will not be
published until after the elec-
tion despite the fact that the
findings were leaked to the
media several months ago.  

The report will find that
the South East should not be a
recipient of this service as it
does not reach the requisite
population mass of one mil-
lion.  

As a radiotherapy unit is
to be built in Galway with a
smaller surrounding popula-
tion, this reason is widely
regarded as being spurious
and an excuse for the govern-
ment not to give extra funding
to the health service in the
region.

At present, cancer patients
in the south-east are forced to
travel daily to Dublin to
receive vital radiotherapy
treatment.  A recent survey
showed that only 40 percent
of cancer patients who
require this treatment in the
southeast actually receive it.

Mags Kirwin, is an oncol-
ogy nurse in the regional hos-

pital. She told Socialist Work-
er, “There is a ten week wait-
ing list to receive treatment in
Dublin, but patients need to
be seen in six. Cancer waits
for no-one. I think patients are
suffering as a result.

“I am disgusted at the
government’s non-action.”

The South Eastern Cancer
Foundation organised a
protest on Bertie Ahern's
recent visit to the city which
was attended by 4,000 peo-
ple.  

This included almost
1,000 Waterford Crystal
workers who were led to the
protest by ATGWU shop
steward and SWP candidate
Jimmy Kelly who had organ-
ised an one hour work stop-
page in the factory.

As Ahern’s car pulled up
to the protest, it was showered
with daffodils (to mark cancer

support day) and confronted
by angry protestors, including
cancer patients, who were
infuriated by the delay in con-
structing this unit.  

Jimmy Kelly was publicly
and vocally criticised by sev-
eral right wing politicians,
including those from the
Labour Party and Sinn Fein
for attempting to confront
Bertie Ahern and relate the
anger and hurt felt by many in
the area.

Despite that criticism,
SWP canvassers have seen a
groundswell of support for
Jimmy with many people
feeling he didn’t go far
enough and the government
has a lot to answer for on this
issue.

Following the protest on
Ahern, the Waterford Council
of Trade Unions organised a
march in the city following a

motion from Jimmy Kelly’s
ATGWU branch.  

Despite the call from
WCTU for the march to be
non-political, Mags Kirwan
received great support when
she said from the platform
that the two sitting Fianna
Fail TD’s in Waterford should
stand down in shame because
of their failure to secure the
radiotherapy unit.

Jimmy Kelly said after-
wards: “The only way we are
going to get this unit is
through mobilising thousands
onto the streets.  Polite peti-
tioning and lobbying has been
tried and it hasn’t worked.
We are calling on people not
to return two Fianna Fail
TD’s in the next election and
to follow up this repudiation
with a series of protests
throughout the city and the
region.
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FASCISTS ARE not
just right wing, repul-
sive racists who
scapegoat immi-
grants. Fascists aim
to smash democracy
and break all forms
of working class
organisation.

Their aim is to control
every aspect of society.

The last time fascists took
control of an advanced indus-
trial country it led to the
unequalled barbarity of the
Nazi Holocaust.

It led to the death camps
such as Auschwitz where six
million Jews were slaughtered.

Fascism is not just an
assault on minorities or
socialists. It is a full scale
attack on the freedoms of the
vast majority of society.

Fascists want to end
elections. They believe that
trade unionists are, as a
BNP leader in Britain said,
“people whose freedoms
need to be curbed”.

They would target working
class activists and even promi-
nent members of the Labour
Party.

As the Russian revolu-
tionary Leon Trotsky put it,
“The historic function of
fascism is to smash the
working class, destroy its
organisations, and stifle
political liberties when the
capitalists find themselves
unable to govern and domi-
nate with the help of demo-
cratic machinery.”

Appeal

Some people argue that
the bulk of those who fol-
lowed the Nazis, or who sup-
port the National Front in
France or the BNP in Britain,
are working class.

It is true that fascism can
appeal to some workers, in
particular to those workers
who are the least organised
and the most marginalised.

But fascism has never pen-
etrated the organised working
class movement.

Two years before they
came to power, in 1931, the
Nazis fought a campaign
around elections to factory
committees.

They won just 5 percent of
the votes. Some 83.6 percent
voted for candidates linked to
the SPD, the German equiva-
lent of the Labour Party. In
similar elections in 1933,
which took place after Hitler
came to power, the Nazis won
just 3 percent.

The main base of fascism
has always come from the
middle class—the people
whose lives are torn up by the
effects of the system, but who
have no collective organisa-
tions with which to fight back.

This class—small business-
men, farmers and shopkeep-
ers, managers, lawyers and
other non-unionised profes-
sionals—do not have the col-
lective power of workers or
the economic power of the
bosses.

Their lives can be ruined in
times of economic crisis and
mass unemployment.

Trotsky pointed out how
these people hate the big cap-
italists, but they also detest
the workers.

Trotsky wrote, “At big
business the small man
shakes his fist as if he were
a socialist, against the
worker he shrills his bour-
geois respectability, his hor-
ror of class struggle, his
rabid nationalist pride.”

The fascists try to give the
little man a banner to express
his despair, and to turn his bit-
terness against scapegoats.

Hitler said, “Mass
demonstrations must burn
into the little man’s soul the
conviction that though a lit-
tle worm he is part of a
great dragon.”

Urgent

Today fascists like Le Pen in
France and try to present
themselves as respectable
electoral politicians.

But behind the suited
fascist leaders stand the
street thugs.

Across Europe it is urgent
to expose and campaign
against the Nazis. Fascism has
never “crept up” bit by bit on
society.

It has only been successful
in taking power during peri-
ods of deep and brutal social
crisis.

Fascism grew before the
Second World War when the
system was facing the most
savage economic crisis in the
history of capitalism. The fas-
cist Mussolini came to power
in Italy in 1922 at a time when
the major banks, steel and
engineering firms, and mining
and shipping companies had
gone bust.

Hundreds of thousands of
people had been thrown out
of work, and countless small
businessmen and farmers
found their lives ruined. In
Germany Hitler’s Nazis grew
at a time of an even bigger
economic slump

Unemployment grew to
1.3 million in 1929, soared to
three million the next year,
and stood at 4.3 million in
1931. In 1933, the year Hitler
came to power, it stood at six
million.

The Nazis presented
themselves as the people who
could save Germany from the
abyss.

Their victory involved per-
suading important sections of
the ruling class that they could
deliver what the bosses want-
ed.

For most of the time only
a tiny number of big capitalists
support Nazis. But when soci-
ety is gripped by deep social
and economic crisis, such as in
the 1930s, the bosses find that
their usual methods of rule no
longer work.

They can then take the
gamble of embracing the fas-
cists as a way of crushing
workers’ resistance and
restoring profits.

Today there is not a slump
like in the 1930s. But there is
growing insecurity about jobs,
welfare and housing. The
sense of crisis in society is
enough for the Nazis to get a
foothold—if we let them.
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NAZI JEAN MARIE LE PEN BEATEN IN FRENCH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION...
What is
Fascism?

WHAT SOCIALISTS SAY

SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE 6

���������	
���	����
	�����

���������	
�������
����


IN BRITAIN, the Nazi
British National Party
has conned its way
into the council
chamber for the first
time in nine years.

The shocking election
of three BNP councillors
in Burnley in north west
England is a terrible
warning. 

The Anti Nazi League
mobilised hundreds of people to
oppose the BNP during the
council elections, hundreds
more took to the streets after the
result.

Uniting

Campaigners rallied the
anti-Nazi majority, uniting trade
unionists, Labour Party mem-
bers, Labour councillors,
Labour MEPs, community
activists, religious leaders and
even soap stars.

Together they stopped the
BNP candidates making the
political breakthrough.

Anti-Nazi campaigners in
Bradford, Burnley, Oldham in
Manchester, Sunderland and
Tipton leafleted every home tar-

geted by the BNP.
Ever since the BNP raised

its head campaigners have been
out on the streets opposing it.

The vast majority of people
in Burnley, as across Britain,
are NOT Nazis.

Even in the three wards in
Burnley where the BNP man-
aged to get elected, the majority
of people did not vote for the
Nazis.

Two in three of those who
voted in the Cliviger ward did
not cast a vote for the BNP. 

The same is true in the
Rosegrove ward. 

The BNP has spent a year
organising in Burnley and
Oldham since its shock results
there at last year’s general elec-
tion.

It stood one candidate in
each of 13 wards in Burnley out
of a total of 15. The BNP pre-
sented an ultra-respectable
image. Its candidate who came
second in Oldham was a local
businessman.

The Cliviger ward in
Burnley, where it got a council-
lor, is one of the most middle
class areas in

Burnley. The BNP got in
along-side two Tory council-
lors. Its candidate in the Tory
area The Rosegrove ward is
largely a deprived working class

area. 
The only candidates in the

election against Labour were
the BNP and right wing “inde-
pendent” candidates.

Other areas where the BNP
got very worrying votes were
three wards in Oldham, and in-
dividual wards in Tipton Green,
Sunderland, Gateshead, Dews-
bury, Dudley and Bexley.

The BNP is trying to break
through in these areas after the
base it had in areas such as east
London in the early 1990s col-
lapsed.

Broken

But just as the BNP was bro-
ken in Tower Hamlets and
Newham, it can be broken in the
towns, mainly in the north west
of England, that it is targeting
today.

On the Isle of Dogs in east
London the Nazis got just 200
votes in the local elections..

That was less than a third of
its vote in the general election
last year and it was less than a
tenth of what they got in 1994
when they hoped to make a
major breakthrough following
the election of the Nazi Derek
Beackon in that area.

SCHOOL AND other students
across France have taken the
initiative to organise protests
against the Nazis. In Orleans
school students marched from
school to school and pulled out

1,000 people behind a banner
reading “Fuck Le Pen”.

In Strasbourg school students walked
out and marched behind a banner reading
“Mussolini 1922, Hitler 1933, Le Pen
never!” By the end of the day over 10,000
people were on the streets of a city where

Le Pen scored one of his best votes.
In Lyon, on the first day back at college

after the Easter break, students marched out of
classes against Le Pen, their numbers growing
from 1,500 to 4,000. As Nicolas, a 20 year old
maths student in Lyon, said, “It is time to take
to the streets.”

IT IS not just ordinary
people who were
shocked by the French
election result. Estab-
lishment politicians
across Europe too
have been shaken.
These politicians
agreed the only solu-
tion to the danger of Le
Pen was to unite
behind the conserva-
tive candidate Jacques
Chirac in the election
run-off on 5 May.

But looking to him as the
answer to Le Pen would be a
terrible mistake. Neither
Chirac’s right wing party, the
RPR, nor the rival UDF con-
servative party, is a barrier to
Le Pen and his Nazi National
Front. 

Creating

In the election campaign
Chirac boosted Le Pen by creating
a right wing panic over crime. The
mainstream Le Monde paper said,
“At the same time as Chirac cam-
paigned for himself he helped Le
Pen” by this approach.

The Nazi leader himself openly
joked that Chirac was helping with
the “Le-Pen-isation” of the cam-
paign. A glance at recent French
history destroys the idea that
Chirac and the conservatives can
be trusted to break Le Pen.

Le Pen’s National Front made
its first breakthrough in a town
called Dreux in 1983. Four
National Front members were
elected to the town’s council, and a
longstanding Nazi thug, Jean-
Pierre Stirbois, became deputy
mayor. This happened because
these Nazis were invited by both
right wing parties, the RPR and
UDF, to join their united right
election list.

Jacques Chirac, then as now
the RPR national leader, openly
defended the decision to have the
Nazis on the Tory election list in
Dreux. In some regional and local
elections in the 1990s France’s
conservatives made electoral deals
with the National Front. And in the
last presidential election in 1995
Chirac even secretly met with Le
Pen himself to discuss possible
horse-trading of votes.

Nazis have never come to
power on their own in Europe, but
have always done so with the help
and support of mainstream parties. 

But if lining up with the right is
not the way to beat back Nazis,
how then do we stop Le Pen? The
hundreds of thousands people who
have taken to the streets have
shown an instinctive understand-

ing of the answer. 
In part the streets are vital,

because they are central to Le
Pen’s project. 

He wants to turn votes into a
mass Nazi force capable of domi-
nating the streets, and of attacking
workers’ movements and organisa-
tions. That is the ultimate aim of
all Nazis.

Le Pen does not yet have any-
thing like this kind of force.
Denying him and his supporters
the ability to organise, to meet, to
march and to rally is vital to stop-
ping him building it. The streets
and mass mobilisation are also
central in stopping Le Pen for
other reasons.

Le Pen feeds off the wide-
spread feeling that all established

parties are rotten and corrupt. His
claim to have clean hands and
stand for the little man is a bit rich
given his immense wealth and
actual record.

But telling people that the
answer is Jacques Chirac, who is
up to his neck in scandals—shock-
ing even by the standards of estab-
lishment politicians—would be
disastrous. More than this, though,
Le Pen also feeds off the real bit-
terness and pools of despair in
society that establishment parties
have created through their poli-
cies.

Simply promoting more of the
policies that Jacques Chirac push-
es will not offer any hope or alter-
native to those who abstained or
who were conned into voting for

Le Pen.
Only mass protest can do that

by showing how ordinary people
can take matters into their own
hands, challenging Le Pen but also
pointing to how society itself
could be transformed. 

It would be a catastrophe to
allow politics to be dominated by
Chirac and Le Pen. It would guar-
antee that politics would shift to
the right, and so play into Le Pen’s
hands.

Far more people voted for the
left and for some kind of opposition
to capitalism in France than voted
for Le Pen on Sunday. 

They need to make their full
force, numbers and power felt if the
terrible threat of the National Front
is to be crushed.

TO BEAT fascism we
need mass activity
which draws together
all the forces threat-
ened by the Nazis. It
needs joint leafleting,
marches, petitioning
and propaganda involv-
ing Labour Party mem-
bers, Greens, revolu-
tionaries, peace
activists, anti-capitalists,
trade unionists and
socialists.

The most effective campaign-
ing involves exposing people like
the Le Pen or the BNP as Nazis,
and denying them the respectabil-
ity of being “just another political
party”.

In France Chirac has in the
past been prepared to do elec-
toral deals with Le Pen’s National
Front. The fascists see organising
on the streets as vital to their
growth. That means anti-Nazis

need to be prepared to confront
the Nazis on the streets—not as
individuals but as part of a united
mass movement. United mass
action can defeat the fascists and
kick them back into the gutter
where they belong.

But fascism grows out of the
despair and bitterness created by
the misery, poverty and inequality
created by capitalism.

Betrayal

So far there is no serious Nazi
force in Ireland. But the same bit-
terness and sense of betrayal that
led people to vote for fascists can
build up in here too. Every move
to whip up racism by the main-
stream politicians creates opening
for the Nazis to grow.

It is always the failures of the
Left which present the opportuni-
ty for the fascists to make head-
way.That is why we need to build
a fighting socialist alternative here.
Such a left needs to stands out

against the scapegoating of immi-
grants and seriously take up ques-
tions of poverty, bad housing,
crumbling schools and hospitals,
and insecurity In that way we can
unite people against those who
are really responsible for creating
the misery in which thousands
live..

But as long as capitalism con-
tinues to wreck people’s lives
through bad housing, unemploy-
ment, job insecurity, privatisation,
hunger and war, then fascism
remains a potential threat.

That is why socialists argue
that if we want to destroy the
threat of fascism for good then
we need to do two things. We
need to build the biggest and
broadest mass movement possi-
ble to confront the Nazis wherev-
er they try to organise.

But in the process we need to
point to a socialist alternative to
capitalism which can meet peo-
ple’s needs, and end the hopeless-
ness and despair on which the fas-
cists breed.

Should we support the
crook before the Nazi?
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How do we beat them?

Le Pen wants to
be Hitler

One of a number of protests in Ireland against Le Pens
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“People returning are
astonished at what they
find. 

“Some people left
friends and family
behind. 

“Now they are desper-
ately searching for them.
Every day we find bod-
ies—or really pieces of
bodies. You can only tell by
their clothes if they were
children or grown ups. 

“We are waiting for
the international people. I
think we need to know
the real truth.”
�!-!�� %)� !+� !))%)�
"!+"� 4%( &"#(� !"� "� 
)!- �'+%7 ()%".��

She stayed at her
home near Jenin through-
out the Israeli occupa-
tion:

“The Israelis were on our
streets all day and all night. 

“They shot at us all the
time, and from helicopters.
One night I started crying
because I thought I would
die that night. In the morn-
ing I found bullets on my
veranda. 

“If you see the camp you
would know that the Israeli
army just wanted to kill peo-
ple. 

“They killed one man I
know who was just standing
in his house. Everything is
damaged. 

“Everyone is searching
for people in the ruined
houses, but they don’t have
equipment so the work is
very slow. We need profes-
sional people to help. 

Truth

“Many people still don’t
have water and electricity. If
you came here, if you heard
the stories of the people who
live here, you would know
the truth. 

“The Israelis lie about
what happened, about not
killing people who had no
weapons. No people should
have to live like this. More
people will take up weapons
and bombs if they treat us
like this.”
�!-%� )"!. 4� %+� "� 
&!-/� 4'(%+*� "� 
#&&'/!"%#+�� � 
 )&!/ 4� "� � 
)(! $%
� , +& � �#(& � 2.

4( ))%+*� !)� !
3#-!+�� �)� � � 3!)
)/ !5%+*� "# ��������

������ 
)(! $%� )#$�
4% ()� )"!(" 4� ,%(%+*
$%7 � 2'$$ ")� %+"#� "� 
&!-/H

“I was in Jenin. I saw
what happened. I feel
very hurt. 

“The Israeli Defence
Force destroyed important
old streets and hundreds of
homes. I don’t know for
sure, but everyone is saying
at least 400 Palestinians
were killed and another 200
are missing. 

Searching

“Now there is shooting
going on. It is still very dan-
gerous in Jenin. 

“If people come to Jenin
and see the wreckage they
can know who the terrorists
are. Colin Powell said
Arafat should stop the ter-
rorists, but how can he stop
anything when he is a pris-
oner?”

)$!-��!)�2  +�� $/�
%+*�	!$ )"%+%!+)�,(#-
� +%+�) !(&��,#(�( $!�
"%7 )H�

“Yesterday I saw some
people looking for rela-
tives in the ruins of their
house. They told me they
were looking for an old
man and woman.

“I helped them to dig in
the wreckage and I found
something—a hand, just a
hand. There was nothing
else left to find of these old
people.”
�!-!$� "(!+)$!" 4� "� 
)"#(.�#,� !�3#-!+�� 
- "�%+�� +%+��

She was sitting on a pile
of rubble next to an empty
wheelchair when he saw
her: “When the soldiers

came, she and three of her
sons stood outside their
house.

“They told the soldiers
that the fourth son was in the
wheelchair, that he couldn’t
get out on his own. The
mother showed a picture of
her son in his chair to the
soldiers. 

“She begged them, ‘Let
me bring my son outside.’
The soldiers just bombed
the house and fired shots
into the ruins.

“Now she is just sitting
on the rubble that used to be
her home, next to the chair
they found while her friends
dig in the rubble.”

One month before, the
soldiers came to the house
of a Palestinian policeman.
“His mother and his three
children told the soldiers
that the man was injured, cut
in the leg and couldn’t walk
out of the house. 

“They refused to believe
them, and destroyed the
house with him in it.”
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Eyewitnesses in Jenin refugee camp

The horror of Israel’s
murderous rampage
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‘It’s like the aftermath
of a nuclear attack’

‘BEYOND BELIEF’
I��
�� 
�� �#((%,.%+*� 2 .#+4� 2 $% ,�
��%)� %)� !�2$#"� "�!"�3%$$� $%7 � ,#( 7 (
#+� "� � �%)"#(.� #,� "� � )"!" � #,

)(! $�J
■■ Terje Roed-Larsen, UN envoy to
the Middle East, after visiting Jenin

THE ISRAELI government is trying to
cover up its horrific war crime in the
Jenin Palestinian refugee camp.

Israeli troops sealed Jenin off for 13 days last
month and attacked the camp. Three times Israeli
prime minister Ariel Sharon has refused to allow a
United Nations (UN) fact finding group into the
camp. Socialist Worker spoke to Palestinians from
Jenin.

‘I was digging
through the
wreckage and
found something
—a hand’

Bodies being carried out of the Jenin refugee camp



MOVIES that
begin with some-
one moving into
a new house
always end
badly. What hap-
pens in between
can range from
harrowing to
tedious but it is
never nice.
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Mainstream
promotors of
the racists

Home alone with
camera tricks
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PAGE 10 SOCIALIST WORKER

Workers create all the
wealth in capitalist soci-
ety.A new society can
only be constructed when
they collectively seize
control of that wealth and
plan its production and
distribution.
FOR REVOLUTION,
NOT REFORM
The present system can-
not be reformed out of
existence. Parliament
cannot be used to end the
system.
The courts army and
police are there to defend
the interests of the capi-
talist class not to run
society in a neutral fash-
ion.
To destroy capitalism,
workers need to smash
the state and create a
workers’ state based on
workers’ councils.
FOR REAL
SOCIALISM, EAST
AND WEST
The SWP welcomed the
break-up of the USSR and
the end of the East Euro-
pean dictatorships.These
states were not socialist
but were run by a state-
capitalist class.
We are against the domi-
nation of the globe by
imperialist powers and we
oppose their wars.We are
for the right of all
nations, East and West, to
self-determination.
FOR AN END TO
ALL OPPRESSION
We oppose all forms of
oppression which divide
and weaken the working
class.We are for full
social, economic and
political equality for
women.
We stand for: free contra-
ception and free, legalised
abortion and the right to
divorce; the complete
separation of church and
state, an end to church
control over schools and
hospitals; an end to dis-
crimination against gays
and lesbians; an end to
racism and anti-traveller
bigotry.
We argue for working
class unity in the fight
against oppression.
FOR WORKERS’
UNITY IN THE
NORTH
Northern Ireland is a sec-
tarian state, propped up
by the British Army.
Catholic workers are sys-
tematically discriminated
against by the state.The
division between Catholic
and Protestant workers
weakens the whole work-
ing class.
Workers’ unity can only
be won and maintained in
a fight to smash both the
Northern and Southern
states.
We stand for the immedi-
ate withdrawal of British
troops.Violence will only
end when workers unite
in the fight for a workers’
republic.
FOR A FIGHTING
TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT
Trade unions exist to
defend workers’ interests.
But the union leaders’
role is to negotiate with
capitalism—not to end it.
We support the leaders
when they fight but
oppose them when they
betray workers.We stand
for independent rank and
file action.

FOR A
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY
To win socialism socialists
need to organise in a rev-
olutionary party.This
party needs to argue
against right-wing ideas
and for overthrowing the
system.The SWP aims to
build such a party here.

where  
we 

stand

❏❏ ATHLONE: Contact  01-
872 2682 for details
❏❏ BRAY: Meets every Thurs-
day at the Mayfair Hotel at
8.00pm 
❏❏ BELFAST CENTRAL:
Meets Tuesdays at 8pm in
White’s Tavern
❏❏ BELFAST SOUTH: Meets
7pm Tuesdays in Peter Fro-
gatt Centre, Queen’s
❏❏ BELFAST WEST: ring for
details 
❏❏ BELFAST QUEENS UNI-
VERSITY: Wednesdays
4pm, Peter Froggatt Centre
❏❏ CLONAKILTY: Phone (01)

8722682 for details
❏❏ CORK: Meets Mondays at
8pm in Telecom Eireann
Club, MacCurtain St 
❏❏ DERRY: Thursdays at
8pm in Foyle Friend Centre,
32 Great James St.  
❏❏ DROGHEDA: Meets
Wednesdays 8:00pm Con-
tact 01-872 2682 for details
❏❏ DUNDALK: Meets
Wednesdays 8pm phone 01-
8722682 for details
❏❏ DUN LAOGHAIRE: Meets
every Thursday at 8pm in
the Christian Institute    
❏❏ DUBLIN ARTANE /

FAIRVIEW: Meets every
Tuesday at 8.30pm in
Artane / Beaumont Recre-
ational Centre (opp. Artane
Castle) 
❏❏ DUBLIN BALLYFERMOT:
Meets Tues 8:30pm in Ruby
Finigans Pub
❏❏ DUBLIN CABRA: Meets
every Thursday at 8.30pm in
Aughrim St Parish Hall, 13
Prussia St
❏❏ DUBLIN  CENTRAL:
Meets every Wednesday at
8.30pm in Conways Pub,
Parnell St 
❏❏ DUBLIN DUNDRUM:

Meets Tuesdays contact 
for details
❏❏ DUBLIN FINGLAS/BAL-
LYMUN: Phone Kevin on
 for details
❏❏ DUBLIN RATHMINES:
Meets every Wednesday at
8.30pm downstairs J O’Con-
nells (Pub) Sth. Richmond
Street Dublin 2.
❏❏ DUBLIN RIALTO: Meets
every Wednesday at 8:30pm
St. Andrews Community
Centre, SCR
❏❏ DUBLIN SOUTH CITY:
Meets at 8.30pm every
Tuesday upstairs Bowes

(pub) Fleet Street Dublin 2
❏❏ DUBLIN TALLAGHT:
Meets every Tuesday at 8pm
in Jobstown Community
Centre
❏❏ DUBLIN DCU: Meets 2
pm Thursdays in CGO2 
❏❏ DUBLIN TCD: Meets
Wednesdays at 1pm contact
or details
❏❏ DUBLIN UCD: meets
Wednesdays 1pm contact
 for details
❏❏ ENNISKILLEN: Phone 01
- 872 2682 for details 
❏❏ GALWAY: Meets every
Wednesday in Taylors Bar,

Dominick Street at 8:30pm
❏❏ LIMERICK: Phone 01 -
872 2682 for details
❏❏ LEIXLIP/MAYNOOTH:
contact  for
details 
❏❏ SLIGO: Phone 
for details
❏❏ TRALEE: Phone
for details 
❏❏ WATERFORD: Meets
every Thursday at 8pm in
the ATGWU Hall, Keizer St. 

SWP activist meetings—all welcome

PHONE REPORTS ABOUT STRIKES/LOCAL CAMPAIGNS/PROTESTS ☎ ☎

news & reports/politics/industry/the unions (01) 8722682 /fax (01) 872 3838 e-mail swp@clubi.ie / www.swp.ie

Cherry Orchard
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Uniting against
shoddy housing

Bin tax

Members of the Dublin Campaign Against the Bin Tax
marching as part of the Dublin May Day protest

Incinerators
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Marino school

Bray takes to streets to
fight for special school
MARINO Special
School in Bray
caters for 42 chil-
dren with cerebral
palsy and some
other conditions.
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THE BIN service in
Bray has finally
been handed over
in its entirety to
private operators.
From April 26 resi-
dents of Bray can
no longer access a
council-provided
service.

Catherine Kennedy,
Socialist Workers Party
candidate in Wicklow, has
opposed the privatisation of
public services in the coun-
ty for years and has decided
to resist this decision by
continuing to leave her bins
out for collection by the
council. 

The litter warden has
visited her and asked for the
removal of the bags. 

However Catherine
argues that following the
Supreme Court decision in
the case of anti bin tax cam-
paigners in Cork city, the
council is obliged to collect
rubbish. 

Catherine has vowed to
continue with her protest
and is prepared to go to jail
if need be in order to resist
the privatisation of this vital
local service.

Service Charges

★
Waterford City
Council has complet-
ed less local authority

houses than any other city
council in the country last
year.  According to a new
report only 402 houses were
constructed last year despite
the fact that Waterford has
the highest per capita hous-
ing list in the country. There
are more than 1,500 families
waiting for accommodation
in the city.

SWP candidate Jimmy
Kelly is a member of the
committee of the Waterford
Housing Action Campaign.
He publicly called for the city
councillors to hold a public
meeting to explain to people
on the housing list why so
few houses are being built. 



MICK O’REILLY the
Irish Regional secre-
tary of the Amalga-
mated Transport and
General Workers’
Union was sacked at
the end of April. Also
sacked was regional
organiser, Eugene
McGlone.

This followed a ten
month suspension and
“investigation” by TGWU
headquarters during which
time O’Reilly and McGlone
were forbidden to speak to
the press or other members
of the union.

The witch hunt had been
ordered by Bill Morris, gen-
eral secretary of the TGWU
and his officers at the
union’s headquarters in Lon-
don after the ATGWU had
accepted the ILDA train dri-
vers into membership as a
branch of the union.

Also the London bureau-
crats were extremely unhap-
py at O’Reilly’s opposition
to so-called social partner-
ship deals.

As Socialist Worker
revealed, behind the scenes
Bertie Ahern contacted the
Labour Party in Britain to

send the message to TGWU
leader Bill Morris to rein in
O’Reilly.

Mick O’Reilly told
Socialist Worker, “My sack-
ing means an iron grip on the
union in Ireland from the
headquarters in London.
This is part of a move to shift
the union here towards Part-
nership.”

The manner of O’Reil-
ly’s dismissal shows the
appalling attitude of the
London leadership. The
union HQ first told the
media who then informed
Mick O’Reilly.  Only days
later did O’Reilly receive
official notification of his
dismissal—on May Day!

Mick O’Reilly told
Socialist Worker, “It sends a
terrible signal to employers
about what is an acceptable
way to treat employees.  It

makes our members vulnera-
ble to bad employers if the
union leaders treat their offi-
cers like this.

“They could have called
me over and let me know
first. I will be appealing
through the union’s internal
procedures—although I
don’t have much faith in
those—and then looking at
the legal situation.”

O’Reilly had been bound
to silence and the member-
ship had not put in the pic-
ture. But support for O’Reil-
ly and McGlone is wide-
spread. Last year the
Regional Committee of the
union, a body of lay repre-
sentatives from around the
country, opposed his suspen-
sion.

A few months ago in an
attempt to bring the issue to
the membership Jimmy

Kelly stood for the Executive
Committee election on the
issue and topped the poll. 

A number of meetings of
shop stewards to build a
campaign for Mick O’Reil-
ly’s and Eugene McGlone’s
reinstatement have been
organised.

At one in Waterford
around 30 shop stewards
demanded the reinstatement
of the sacked officials and
that the matter should be
referred to the membership
of the union here in Ireland
North and South. 

Another meeting of shop
stewards was set to take
place in Dublin as Socialist
Worker went to press.  

As Jimmy Kelly told
Socialist Worker, “It is a dis-
grace. A union leader who
fought on behalf of his mem-
bers has been taken out.”

SIPTU and IMPACT work-
ers in Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down County Council have
won an important victory
against their employer. 

Council Manager Derek
Brady, who worked for
years in Dublin Corporation
and was known there as a
vicious opponent of the
unions, was forced to back
off in the face of strong,
united pickets on depots and
offices across the county.

SIPTU workers had a list
of 70 grievances they want-
ed met, while IMPACT
municipal workers had a list
of 44. 

All the grievances were a
hang over from the reorgan-
isation agreements that were
put in place in 1994 when
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown
County Council was
formed. 

One IMPACT worker
told Socialist Worker, “We
weren’t looking for extra
money or promotions, they
were all work matters.
Things like not being given

money for overalls and
shoes when there is a budget
for them, wages no longer
being paid into the bank and
being expected to have tea
breaks in huts with no facil-
ities instead of back in the
depot”.

The management decid-
ed to go to war over this,
with human resources refus-
ing to talk to the unions. 

Strike notice was served
and SIPTU workers took to
the picket line on Monday
April 29. 

IMPACT workers offi-
cially joined the picket lines
on Tuesday. 

Within the Town Hall
moves were afoot to bring in
private contractors to scab
on the strike, but problems
arose on the issue of access
to dumps and the contractor
seems to have pulled out. 

In the face of all this
management did a u-turn
and called SIPTU into talks
and their pickets were lifted
on Wednesday afternoon. 

IMPACT municipal

workers were then left out in
the cold. 

The IMPACT worker we
spoke to believes that “this
was a deliberate attempt to
try and isolate IMPACT and
to create division. However
it didn’t work. 

“On Thursday morning
we put our pickets up and
SIPTU workers stayed out
in solidarity with us. The
mood was great.”

All grievances are now
being met and Dun
Laoghaire management
have been given a clear sig-
nal that despite their
attempts over the last few
years to demoralise the
unions, workers will fight
together tooth and nail
against any attacks on them. 

The solidarity that exist-
ed during the strike can be
maintained and built on. 

All council workers are
aware of long term plans to
privatise some of the coun-
cils services and this will
mean attacks on jobs and
conditions. 
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Harney attacks CE workers again 

PEOPLE LIVING in the
Ringaskiddy and Carrigaline
areas of Cork have been
organising fierce opposition to
the proposed incinerator in
the area. 

The opposition group
CHASE (Cork Harbour Area
for a Safe Environment) have
been organising forums and
protests over the last year and
residents are now demanding
what election candidates and
their political parties are
going to do about it.  

At a recent meeting of the
Cork Environmental Forum
representatives from the six
largest political parties all
spoke against incineration.
Many of the audience cynical
of the promises of the main-

stream parties.  One person
spoke of the contradiction of
local Fine Gael candidates
speaking against incineration
while former party leader
John Bruton recently argued
the merits of incineration. 

Michael O’Sullivan, the
Socialist Workers Party candi-
date in Cork South East, told
the audience that the estab-
lishment parties could not be
trusted on this issue as they
would not be willing to take on
the big polluters in this area
such was their relationship
with big business.  The
CHASE group is backing the
Socialist Workers Party in the
election.
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Mick O’Reilly sacked
Dun Laoghaire

Council workers win strike

Ardagh Glass closure

Pensions

Environment
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OUR pension rights are com-
ing under attack and very few
trade unions have anything to
say on the matter. The ASTI
has highlighted the issue in
the course of its campaign
against benchmarking but it
has failed to gain the publici-
ty that it deserves.

The Public Service Com-
mission on Pensions reported

last year, and included on its
membership list Joe O’Toole
former General Secretary of
the INTO. 

Most publicity centred
around the disgraceful oppo-
sition of the Commission to
lowering the retirement age
for public sector workers. 

However it contained
another very important devel-

opment—its recommenda-
tion that pensions should no
longer hold parity with salary. 

In other words they rec-
ommended that rather than
pensions rise in line with the
salary of a serving equivalent,
pensions would instead
increase in line with the aver-
age increase across the public
sector. 

As the average is based on
calculations that include tem-
porary and part time workers,
this would a major blow to
those on pensions and to all
our pension rights.

The government has
already moved in the direc-
tion of making lump sum,
once-off, non-pensionable
payments. 

SIPTU MAY
DAY GAG

THE sacking of
Mick O’Reilly and
Eugene McGlone is
a disgrace. They
were pushed out
on trumped up
charges contained
in a 240 page docu-
ment.

They were silenced and
told not to speak about
their case.

They only found out
they were finally removed
when they heard it on the
television.

If an employer behaved
like this there would have
been outrage!   

Both men were sacked
because they stood up for
genuine trade unionism.
They did not believe in

partnership with the
employers but encouraged
workers to resist them.

The Irish Congress of
Trade Unions and the
Southern government put
pressure on the London
head office to sack them
because they backed a
group of train drivers who
were otherwise denied
their negotiating rights.

Rank and file ATGWU
members who want to
defend the progressive tra-
dition of the union should
rally around these two men.

They will only be re-
instated when members
take back the union—and
put it under rank and file
control. The Irish elected
members of the Execu-
tive—who come from
both parts of Ireland —
want these two officials
back. But their wishes are
being thwarted by an

unelected bureaucracy.
This situation cannot be let
fester, as it will lead to frus-
tration and splits. The
TGWU in Ireland needs to
be urgently re-organised
on the basis of democratic
control by members.
WHAT YOU CAN DO  

In June the TGWU in
Ireland will meet in confer-
ence.The delegates should
back resolution to re-
instate the two sacked offi-
cials.

If head office does not
accept this resolution, the
conference should re-con-
vene and take direct mea-
sures to re-structure the
union on a democratic
basis.

No unelected group of
bureaucrats have a right to
lord it over members. It is
time for democracy—and
a return to genuine trade
unionism.

WE THINK



Socialist
Worker
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