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\GE 10 SOCIALIST WORKER

) llectively seize

m of that wealth and

%&s production and
bution.

“OR REVOLUTION,

OT REFORM

‘he present system can-
1ot b"enufomed out of
existence. Parfiament
«annot be used to end the
ystem. 2

rhe courts army
;olfct are there to defend
the interests of the capi-
alist class not to run
ociety in a neutral fash-
on.

To destroy capitalism,
vorkers ne:? to smash
he state and create a
workers' state based on
~oriers' councils.

~ean dictatorships.These

‘tates were not socialist

“ut were run by a state-
italist class.

tnpu‘ialmist powers evbnyd we
Jppose their wars.We are
i, thet e West, to
self-determinadon.

FOR AN END TO

ALL OPPRESSION

#e oppose all forms of
oppression which divide
and weaken the working
class.We are for m
social, economic

political equality for
women.
et i, 1ot
ception e
ng';rdon and the right to
dive the complete
teparation of church and
state, an end to church
control over schools and
hospitals; an e:‘? to dis-
crimination against gays
and lesbians; an end te
racism and anti-traveller

=i

J: :,'guo for working
<lass unity in the fight
1gainst oppression.

Narthern Ireluni:;:: sec-
state,
b the irlus:Army. =
Zatholic workers are sys-
tematically discriminated
« st by the state. The
rvision between Catholic
and Protestant workers
weakens the whole work-
Ing class.
Workers' unity can on|
%e won and maintained in
¢ fight to smash both the
Northern and Southern
itates.
‘We stand for the immedi-
ste withdrawal of British
roops. Yiolence will only
and when workers unite
r. the fight for a workers’
republic.

FOR A FIGHTING
TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT

Trade unions exist to
defend workers' interests.
3ut the union leaders’
mie 15 o negotiate with
zapitalism—not to end it
e support the leaders
when they fight but
sppose them when they
aetray workers. We stand
or independent rank and
file action,

FOR A
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

To win socialism socialists
need to organise in a rev-
olutionary party. This
party needs to argue
against right-wing ideas
and for overthrowing the
system. The SWP aims to
build such a party here.

Socialist Worker public meetings

Marx,
Globalistion

8
%

and Resistance

Currans Hotel Eyre Square 8pm

BELFAST

Tuesday December 11th 7:30pm
Peter Froggatt Centre, Queens

University.
CORK

Wednesday December 12th 8pm
Shandon Court hotel

DERRY

Tuesday December 11th 8pm
The Junction Bishop St

GALWAY

Wednesday December 12th,

ALTHOUGH
the world econ-
omy was slow-
ing down
throughout this
year, we are told
September | Ith

is a watershed.

From this date the
word “recession” has
been on everybody's
lips.

The employers
have been quick to
jump in and use the
new sense of impend-
ing crisis to argue for a
reneging on some of
the promises of the
current  partnership
agreement, PPE.

In parucular the ESRI
has called for a new
"more flexible model of
national wage agree-
ment", The model they
want involves “reduced
pay In an economic
downturn™.

This fits with the
OECD report on Ireland
that expressed “concern
about a surge of wages",

Their recommenda-
tion that the Irish gov-
ernment cancels planned
tax cuts might be seen as
infringing on the
demands of the wealthy.

But wop carncrs have
made their zains from
taz cuts throughout the
fourteen years of part-
nership agreements.

Next in line are the
low paid, with a promise
in the PPF that by the

\.

end of the agreement
the bracket for low
income workers will be
ralsed so that no one on
the minimum wage will

pay @ax,
It is this tax break for
the poor that the

employers do not want
to be implemented.

In the face of the
employers placing ques-
tion marks over the
partnership  arrange-
ments, it is understand-
able that the trade unicn
cffidals should rush to
defend partnership.

As Padraig Yates
wrote in the Irish Times,
they see partnership os
being more valuable
since September | Ith -
as o meaons of provid-
ing job security.

The ICTU General
Secretary Dave Begg has
called for the creation of
an emergency economic
strategy group with the
main social partners, to
take measures in
advance of a possible
recession.

But trade union
activists do not have
to accept that the
only option in the
face of employers’
desire to make
changes is to defend
partnership arrange-
ments,

Climate

First of all, 3 proper
reckoning of partnership
should be made.

How did Irish work-
ers do in the boem of

DROGHEDA

Wednesday December 12th

8pm

Venue to be announced,

DUBLIN

Monday 17th December
Wynns Hotel, Middle Abbey St
Speaker John Rees SWP (Britain)

WATERFORD

Tuesday December 18th 8pm
ATGWU Hall, Keiser St

ISSUES FOR THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

Partnership after
death Celtic T

the 1990's—the best
ever climate for workers
waanting to improve living
standards?

According to Des
Geraghty the pay rises in
PPF represented rea
gains in living standards
for workers.

This is his main
theme In recent articles
and speeches. But the
recent pay rises should
be put in context.

Share
Over the last ten
years the share of

naticnal income going to
worker's wages has fallen
10 percent.

As MSF national sec-
retary John Tierney said
to his conference earlier
in the year, average pay in
Ireland Is 28% below the
EU average.

The pay increase that
Des Geraghty is refer-
ring to represents an
increase of 1,2 or 3 per-
cent abave inflation.

However the official
inflation figure does not
measure the cost of liv-
ing for workers.

It does not include
rent rises, only partially
includes mortgage rises
and does not cover basic
items that workers
wages are spent on such
as fast food.

Pay increases have
been undermined by “the
detarioration of the
social wage" as even
Geraghty admits.

The introduction of
refuse  charges  or
Increases  in these
charges In arcas which

der

already had them has
often wiped out any
gains working class
households had made
from wage rises.

Worse hospitals, edu-
cation, transport and
especially housing mean
that the quality of life for
workers has not been
Improved by the boom.

Furthermore produc-
tivity has risen by 25
times the wage increase.
The employers gained
much more from part-
nership than did work-
ers.

Partnership did not
work in the boom, nor
will it work in the face
of recession. While
workers will be asked
to accept wage re-
straint, changes in
work practices or mini-
mal redundancy pay-
ments, the employers
will not find their
hands tied.

Multl-nationals  will
continue to pull out of
the country and manage-
ment at companies like
Aer Lingus will be
allowed to impose mass
redundancies on work-
ers.

It is for workers to
begin fighting. For all that
the employers want to
change partnership, they
are not yet ready for
confrontation with the
unlens.

As the ERSI put it, a
free-for-all would be
detrimenaal as it would
be likely to result in
mare strikes,

That is why we
should not be conned
into defonding Partner-
ship now.

WP athist meatings — all wecame

DUBLIN FINGLAS/BALLY-
O ATHLONE: Contact 01- 872 hmm‘w"“‘"m
2682 for data AL Weets  Kavinon OB for
BELFAST - detalls

Toesday at 8.309m 10 FECET ) DUBLIN RATHMINES: Meats
Bar, 16 Victorla Squa i 5t B.30

S":‘ﬂ:‘ﬁ SOUTH: Meets 1 O'Connelts (Pub) SIN. Rich-
Wednesday at 7.00pm In mond Street Dublin 2.

Queens Students Union 14 Q PUBLIN mo—m = J m&_

WEST: Cont: Wednesday 30pm
5'735' T o detais mw Community Centre,
LFAS IVER-

— u QUEEN‘S lJNnm U DUBLIN SOUTH CITY: Meets
SITY: Wednesdays 4pm, -

Froggatt Centre at 8.30pm Tuesday upstairs

0 BRAY: Meets """ ~=day gt Bowes (pub) Fleet Street Dublin

g for 2

8.00pm fing 08 v

detalls Q DUBLIN YAI.I.AO!ll"‘r: Meets
0 CLONAKILTY: Phone (01) Waednesday at 8pm In Jobstown

lis Community Centre

8722682 for detdl

O CORK: Mects Mondays at Q DUBLIN DCU: Meets 2.00pm
8.00pm In Telecom Elrcom Club,  thurs In CGO2

MacCurtain St O DUBI ™ ¥e0: Magts 1.00pm
0 DERRY: Wednesdays at 8pm o4 08

in Foyle Friend Centre, 32 Great g pygLIN UCD: Meets 1pm
James St — Waednesdays phone 087-

HEDA: Moets o detalls

Ellmggo m Contact Kevin at iR

pa— for detalls 0O ENNISKILLEN: Phone

12 0r 060" i B72 2682 for detalls

O BUNDALIG 175 Q GALWAY: Meets every

7.30pm phone 0€.

for detalls

0O DUN LAOGHAIRE: Meets
every Thursday at 8pm In the

Wednesday in Currans Hotel,
Eyre Square (beside Cuba)
8.30pm

0 GALWAY UCG: 7.00pm
gn:;:a:wwum FERMOT: Maente Wednesday Contact 086-
Meets Thursday contact 087- or detalls

O UMERICK: Contact 01 - 872

DUBLIN Biriswswnnw- 2682 for detalls
EWW'“ ¢ 5 QLEIXLIP/MAYNOOTH: Con-
O DUBLIN CABRA: Mects tact 08 for detalls
Thursday 8t 8.30pm In Aughfim 1) sy Ay NOOTH UNIVERSITY:
St Parish Hall, 13 Pvu:ﬂ'; Slb Meets Thuuday}_ Lgto‘::mc:_
LIN CENTRAL: Mee tact 08( i
3&‘::3“, at 8.30pm In Con- O SLIGO Contact 08
ways Pub, Pamell St for detalis
() DUBLIN nrmansiis. Waeats vl F et 08T
for detalls

O WATERFORD: Meets Thurs-

W: Meets
o B S8y day at 8pm in the ATGWU Hall,

Tuesday at 8.00pm In Smyths,

S/

upstalrs, Fairview Keiser St.
aiiiadibiinl B
Dary ANTI WAR
Upcoming ACTIVITIES
evenis DUBLIN Weekly
Vigil/Protest: Saturdays
s > 3.€0pm College Green
RATHMINES: Weekly
OTHER EVENTS Vigil Portobello Brid
DUBLIN: every F Contact:
Thursday 6th Dec: 087-9890330 for details

Globalise Resistance Rally UCD Weekly Vigil:

EUROPE FOR, Thursdays |pm The
PEOPLE Lake
7.30pm ATGWU Hall UCG: Weekly Meeting
Middle Abbey St 8‘V Smsdagts Aﬁinst the
7th Dec 5.00pm Screeni Pl
of Inustice at ish Film © I Smokies
Centre Temple Bar OTHER
bt renes ™ ANTIWAR
Irish Film Centre Temple ACTIVITIES

Bar

DUNDALK:
December 21-23 and ooy (L

December Protest

December 27-31 Screen- Berte Ahern's Visit 087-
ing of Kandahor Irish Film 956'947

Centre Temple Bar DUNDALK: Saturday
7th December: Anti &th Dac Sax Peace Vigl 4-
Racism Gig The Point xS
Contact: Amnesty on 0}- TRALEE:

6776361 Dec Anti War stall at AIB

on Castle St 12 noon

s Y 10th December Saturday|5th Dec:

Antl Bins Camp;gn

Protest at Galway Ci National Day of
Hall 7.00pm Y Action Against the
BRUSSELS: War:
SELS: B Protest at Shannon
13-14 December 087-9890330
PROTEST AT @ Beltast AntiWar
E.U.SUMMIT ;’w”m" &V Office'ac
with M Other events on the
Globalise day in Dublin and other
Resistance and cites.
Irish Anti War gg'm, S
Movement
contingents: DERRY: 22nd Dec
Contact Grace on Anti War March:
A
086-4098186 mm“ﬁlwﬂ'
Details: Contact

Goretti 028-71264767

Upcoming event?
Tell us: 01 8722682

»

swp@clubi.ie
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