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STOP THE WAR HOW!

NO TO IRISH TROOPS
F

S F-16 fighters
□ A-10 Thunderbolt tank destroy-

er aircraft.
01 US Navy C-130s—these planes 

are used to transport military hard-
ware

In adition, hundreds of soldiers 
have been transported through Shan-
non. Many have travelled on suppos-
edly "civilian" aircraft that landed for 
refueling.

These planes belong to World Air-
ways. World Airways charters the DC 10-

All flights through Irish airspace and 
landings receive diplomatic clearance 
from the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
Military aircraft over-flying Ireland rely 
on Irish air traffic control.
□ In 1997 — the last year for which 

figures were available — 3,500 US mili-
tary aircraft passed through Irish airspace 
and 425 planes landed at Shannon.

George Bush has said that all nations 
had to play their part in his war. The Irish 
government is showing subservience to 
the toxic Texan beyond the call of duty.

Fianna Fail and the PDs have blood on 
its hands. They have gone as far as to offer 
to send Irish troops to Afghanistan as part 
of a "peace keeping force."

At the same time the bosses are using 
the September 11 th attack as an excuse to 
attack workers. . I

The Government is using Bush and I 
Blair's war against Afghanistan to cosy up 
to die US military ignoring the fact that 
the people rejected militarism when we 
threw out the Nice Treaty.

The Irish Anti War Movement can play 1 I 
a big part in halting the carnage in .i 
Afghanistan by getting the US military 
out of Ireland.

  The death of the Celtic Tiger
pages 6-7

  Anti-capitalists meet in Beirut
page 10

  Imperialism can’t bring peace
page 5

Socialist Worker can 
reveal that hundreds of US 
troops have been trans-
ported through Shannon 
airport as part of the war 
against Afghanistan.

Within days of the September 
11th, attack the government opened 
up Irish airports to the US military.

During September and October, 
more than 50 US military flights land- 
cd at Shannon airport. These military 30s that have been landing at Shannon to 
7" ” “ 1 the US military for transport.

As late as September it was awarded 
$175 million contract to supply charter 
services to USAF's Air Mobility Com-
mand.

In the past, the government while 
admitting that Shannon is used by the mil-
itary claimed the personnel are unarmed, 
not involved in surveillance and not 
engaged in military exercises. This is 
clearly a smokescreen
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Downbeat 
bankers 
still profit 
BIZARRELY the 
Bank of Ireland’s 
executives were in 
downbeat form as 
they presented the 
bank's half-year 
results: the num-
bers were “satis-
factory”

The group regis- 
tered a profit of 
572rr <£450m) in 
•re six months 
sefcre October

sation scam from the 
builders Brennan and 
McGowan

In 1989, Brennan and 
McGowan received £1.9 

lion and £92mil- million of public money 
lion from the con- when Dublin County 

Council was forced to 
pay them compensation.

The cheque was 
signed by the then assis-
tant Dublin city and 
county manager George 
Redmond. Brennan and 

had 
over

coins to a D< 
centre bank 
quarter of a million 
pounds worth was 
confiscated because 
the Guard in ques-
tion felt the van was 
illegally parked.

A lethal 60 per-
cent level of car-
bon monoxide 
was found in the 
body of 47-year- 
old Yousef Allan. 
He was found 
dead at the foot 
of the stairs of 
his residence in 
Haddington 
Road, Balls-

The Irish authori-
ties have yet to 
release a death cer-

bizarrely Burke claims 
to have lent himself 
money in order to buy.

Later Burke appoint-
ed Keenan to An Bord 
Pleanala, where he mys-
teriously turned down 
the planning permission 
for Brennan and 
McGowan.

This was the pretext 
for Redmond giving over 
£1.9 million in compen-
sation.

John Caldwell set up 
a trust for Tom Brennan 
in Liechtenstein, and he 
also acted for Canio, a 
company owned by the 
two builders and John 
Finnegan. Canio paid 
£75,000 to Ray Burke in 
1984 and 1985.

While the tribunals 
nimble on it looks like 
the planning gang are 
still up to the old prof-
itable tricks.

"explo-

The bomb falls by 
parachute and It det-

with that. A large number of people 
would contest the admissions made, but 
I wouldn’t say a large number of people 
have said they never said that, no.”

Hanley was involved in the cases of 
John Gilligan and Paul Ward. The 
judges in the Gilligan trial said: “The 
court is concerned that Garda James B 
Hanley ...conceded in evidence that he 
kept no record whatsoever of several 
meetings

Denied

Last July Paul O’Donoghue, was 
accused of murdering his wife. In inter-
views with Hanley in garda custody, 
O’Donoghue allegedly said: “1 want to 
be charged. . . I Want to go to jail. 
O Donoghue denied making these 
statements when the case went to trial 
and he was acquitted by the court.

Asked if there was some controver-
sy in court about his interview with 
O Donoghue, Hanley said: “There was 
a question of different ink on the time 
— and the date and the time at the 
heading of the notes.”

onated approximate-
ly a meter off the 
ground by a prod 
sticking out of the 
bomb.

The plane dropping 
the bomb must be 
6,000 ft up to avoid 
the massive shock 
wave

History repeats 
corrupt farce

Way bly learned the compen-

Everybody 
exaggerates 
on their CV 

including Bertie 
Ahern. His govern-
mental CV states he 
studied in
Rathmines College 
of Commerce and 
UCD. Only he was 
never registered on 
any course there He 
may have attended a 
lecture that hap-
pened to be held in 
Belfield however.... 
The Fianna Fail web- 
srte goes a step fur-
ther. H claims he 
studied in the presti- 

London 
of Econ-

omics Again, they 
have never heard of 
■ ■■ n the admis-
sions office. Why 
does he feel the 
need to invent acad-
eme credentials?

Who killed the 
PLO ambassador?

inbridge
January.

While the Gardai 
claim to be investi-
gating the death 
there still hasn’t 
been an inquest.

English pro-
fessional foot-
bailers voted 

with a 99°.- majority to 
strike over the amount 
of television money 
the Professional 
Footballers 
Association (PFA) 
receive.

They want to 
receive the same per-
centage of the new 
deal the Premiership 
and FA got from Sky 
Sports that they got 
last time (consider-
ably motet, but the 
associations want to 
gr.e them the same 
amount.

This money goes 
to education for young 
players and a fund for 
the treatment and 
rehabilitation of 
injured footballers.

War crimes
THE LATEST 
weapon US forces 
have used in Afgh-
anistan is the fear-
some BLU-82 
“daisy-cutter” 
bomb. Considered 
to be the worlds’ 
largest convention-
al bomb, it has 
been described as 
equivalent to a low 
level nuclear strike.

Physically pushed 
out of the back of a 
cargo plane, it com-
pletely discredits the 
US lie that they are 
using ‘surgical strikes’ 
against the Taliban in 
order to minimise 
‘collateral damage’, 
meaning innocent 
civilian deaths.

The bomb weighs 
15,000 pounds and 
contains a 5,700kg 
mixture of 
sivc slurry”.

Lawlor and Jim 
Kennedy, the arcade 
entrepreneur and associ-
ate of corrupt official 
George Redmond, were 
al meetings in 1996 to 
settle a dispute as to who 
owned a Company 
Caldwell had an interest 
in.

Caldwell “went to 
ground" in response to a 
.umtrions from lhe Iri- 
Minals. He attempted Io 
resign as a solicitor and 
told th': tribunal he- was 
n<>l Mi lrr.ii . jfja ,, and 
no longer resided here. 
He later told the tribunal 
that hi “level ol recol-
lection” had improved

Jackson Way proba-

Brennan and
McGowan bankrolled 
Ray Burke since the 
1970s.

Their architect, John 
Keenan, even designed 
his house — which
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Palestinian deaths 
doubled since Sept 11 
The weekly toll of 
Palestinians killed as a 
result of the intifada, or 
uprising, against Israel has 
more than doubled since 
the September 11 terrorist 
attacks on the United 
States, according 
Amnesty International.

Some 150 Palestinians had 
been killed in the past two months. 
"In a blatant violation of the right to 
life, Israel continues to implement

ARE GARDAI MAKING 
UP CONFESSIONS?

THAT SEEMS to be a logical 
question after a number of 
cases in the draconian non-
jury Special Criminal Court.

In the trial of Colm Murphy for 
an alleged part in the Omagh bomb-

sai(Tth^UdSC c™i.cised tw° gardai and 
said they were discredited witnesses” 
because of the falsification of interview 
notes with Murphy. Justice Barr said
raEco°uns”UCt °f thC tW° garda‘ was “out"

In one recorded interview 89 
cent of the time is unaccounted for

Justice Robert Barr said Detective 
Gai da Liam Donnelly had been 
exposed as a “liar" andI he had bee" 
shamelessly backed up by his Co-intcr- 
rogator Detective Garda John Fahcv

In lhe same trial it was put to one 
Detective Garda Hanley that “a Hr"e 
number of people who have been inter-
viewed by you have come to court sub 
sequently and said ’1 never said thap?-

Hanley replied: “I wouldn’t agree

struction of the 
South-Eastern 
motorway near 
its lands in 
Carrickmines, 
south Dublin.

The company’s pre-
decessor, Paisley Park 
Investments, paid less 
than £600,000 for the 
106 acres in 1988.

The owners of 
Jackson Way and Paisley 
Park are the same and 
have gone to elaborate 
lengths to conceal their 
identities.

John Caldwell is one 
owner of Jackson Way. 
Jackson Way hired 
crooked TD Liam 
Lawlor and. later, Fianna 
Fail spin doctor Frank 
Dunlop to ‘lobby’ for the 
rezoning of the land.

a deliberate policy of assassinat-
ing Palestinians said to have been 
planning attacks on Israelis," said 
the 98-page report entitled 
“Broken lives: a year of intifada."

“In addition, during the past 
year, the Israeli authorities have 
cut off almost every Palestinian 
town and village from the outside 
world.

“Hundreds of Palestinian hous-
es have been demolished and 
Palestinians barred from travelling 
along certain roads in the 
Occupied Territories.”

The results are 
horrific. The mixture 
of ammonium nitrate 
and aluminium pow-
der expands in the air 
to form a mist. The 
mist is ignited caus-
ing a shock wave of 
energy.

Everything for 
600m around the det-
onation is incinerat-
ed.

Also anyone in a 
bunker or cave 
underground is killed 
due to a vacuum cre-
ated by lack of oxy-
gen.

tificate to his family 
more than ten 
months later.

There are suspi-
cions that the gas 
pipe into his home 
may have been tam-
pered with.

The Department of 
Foreign Affairs, the 
department of 
Justice and the 
Gardai remain 
strangely silent.

*
lit
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FOOD n o t  BOMBS
STOP t he WAR

2:30pm Sat Dec 1st
Garden of Remembrance Parnell Square, Dublin 1

IRISH ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT
www.lrishantiwar.org info@irishantiwar.org

DESPITE THE crowing 
of members of the pro 
war lobby, Northen 
Alliance victories do 
not mean liberation for 
the Afghans or the end 
of fighting in the region.

Even the most basic 
of the Bush’s ever chang-
ing war aims have not 
been met. Kabul is occu-
pied, against the explicit 
orders of Bush and Blair, 
by various competing 
warlords with a record 
of brutal atrocities to

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS
Tojofr; •.re Socialist Workers Party, fill in this form and send it to: 
SWP PO Box 1648, Dublin 8

The housing charity also found that the 
proportion of homeless people using its ser-
vices who were in employment had increased 
from about 4 per cent of the total last year 
to over 20 per cent this year.

Currently some 120,000 people are on 
housing waiting lists.

That is the reality of what ordinary people 
got out of 10 years of the Celtic Tiger.

Yet as the boom ends we are expected to 
foot the bill.

Thousands of workers have already lost 
their jobs.The bosses have dropped any talk 
about being ‘social partners’ and are starting 
to stick the boot it

Many employers are refusing to pay the 
miserly partnership pay rises.And McCreevey 
locks set to renege on the paltry tax promis-
es in the Partnership deal.

Social Partnership meant that workers 
z/ere left behind in the boom.

We need organised militant resistance by 
the unions to stop the bosses in their tracks 
before they drag us down with their sinking

taken 
streets.

In Ireland everyone 
should be building for 
the National Demon-
stration on December 
1st in Dublin.
■ For more on the war 

hundred in Afghanistan turn to 
people page 5

At the press conference to 
launch the government’s finan-
cial plans for the year Charlie 
McCreevy showed every sign of 
enjoying himself. He said there 
were now three certainties in 
life—death, taxes, and rising 
health spending.

He should have said long waiting lists. 
According a leaked government document 
thousands of patients will still have to wait up 
to 12 months for treatment in public hospi-
tals. The government claim that by 2004 
patients will be‘only’ waiting months for pub-
lic treatment.

At present there are 26,500 public 
patients awaiting treatments over 50 per 
cent of them have been waiting for two 
years.

At the same time as the government plans 
to cut spending on housing, the number of 
people becoming homeless as a result of 
evictions from private rented accommoda-
tion has increased by nearly one-third in the 
past year according to Focus Ireland.

I =■*

a R

Anti-war movement growing 
■

A

SjWfF’*s_
ip-1-

rrnr

But despite the lies 
and disformation the 
anti war movement is 
growing.

Over a 
thousand

iban have done.
These forces are o  

causing chaos and dis- US forces even bombed previous demonstra- 
rupting aid efforts, the Al Jezeera televi- tion. Around the world 
Christiane Berthiaume, sion network as the hundreds of thousands 
spokeswoman for the Northern Alliance have taken to the 
World Food Pro-
gramme described the 
situation in Nazar; 
“there is a lot of pillag-
ing as well as civilian 
kidnappings, armed 
men out of control and 
fighting in the streets.”

UN observers have

Over 100,00 marched in London against the war

match anything the Tai- not gone in to Nazar marched against the 
J — because the situation War in London—dou-

there is too dangerous, ble the number of the
. , . . --- , ...... .V. .a..., a—

efforts, the Al Jezeera televi- tion. Around the world

spokeswoman for the Northern 
arrived in Kabul.

Lies

jgztZ-j

http://www.lrishantiwar.org
mailto:info@irishantiwar.org
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Arrangements

both

Active

Order

McCann

I

k

rT'rr-n

Eamonn

>: rnemhcr agreed: “The 
vc heard about the 

ad in the Irish
Ir» great that it’s

action to oppose privatisa-
tion are already taking place 
in a number of the “first step 
agencies" set up. literally, as 
first steps towards privatisa-
tion.

The DSS branch in Cas-

tle Court is balloting for 
strike action al present.

The Child Support 
Agency is the only one of 
these agencies not threat-
ened with privatisation. 
NIPSA activists in the CSA

■nl
We need to moblise a massive campaign against “back door privatisation”

” KJ CH..
W-J |K

rally

happening hut it muM be a 
or xe’ll have the old 

guard moaning and saying 
-.ec no one's interested’.

People are v/fry inter 
csted m keeping their jobs 
in the public sector, hut they 
don’t know how.

The leadership has to 
follow up thi, excellent start 
by taking the campaign into 
the workplaces.

“An active campaign 
must mean mobilisation of 
the members to take indus-
trial action to save our pub-
lic services. Members 
understand they have to 
fight for their jobs"

Ballot i for industrial

NO TO PRIVATISATION! 
RALLY AGAINST PUBLIC 

PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 
Tuesday 4th December 

12.30pm 
Ulster Hall, Belfast

Publ ic  Need No t  Pr iva t e Gr eed! 
Called by NIPSA

Support for the police force is fundamental io 
copper-fastening the new arrangements. It’s the 
police force which presents the abrasive face of any 
State to its citizens, which represents the State in 
coercive mode. By proclaiming support for the 
police, any party or other political grouping signals 
that it acccepts the legitimacy of the State and the 
State's entitlement to a monopoly on the use of vio-
lence.

This is the reason policing presents Republicans 
with a dilemma at least as acute as did decommis-
sioning. But socialists have a different and deeper 
problem with policing, which has nothing to do with 
the specifics of the North or of the GAA.

In any capitalist Statthe police, in the end, rep-
resent the capitalist class. Their primary function is 
to defend the capitalist status quo, to monitor and 
repel challenges to the existing order. In any clash 
involving the interests of capitalist class, the police 
will, always and inevitably, weigh in against the 
opponents of capitalism.

If this seem..: abstrac t r.r a toe dogmatic tempta-
tion, ask yourself whens the last time you heard of 
police drawing batons to beat back a gang of scabs 
trying to break through a picket line. On the other 
hand, when’s the last time you not d the cops beat-
ing pickets back to allow blacked goods or black-
legged individuals to pass through?

Rejecting the authority of the police doesn’t, of 
itself, make you a socialist. But it’s a requirement for 
socialists. It’s a necessary but not sufficient condi-
tion for fighting for socialism.

This provided the context for the socialist 
approach to the Rule 21 issue. There was a compli-
cation, in that the GAA was already welcoming 
police with open arms. There ha/e been thousands 
of guards in the GAA over the years. But still, faced 
with a straight choice between giving the thumbs up 
or thumbs down to cops, our digits would automati-
cally adopt the downward position.

Si
•
f “

v : statement from 
MPS \ cal cd for 'public 

■ private greed” 
uj ermine services. It 

.. out that PPPs

F -Vs. antage the 
caksst m our society;
■ Reduce standards of 
public service:
■ Put social security 
ben it risk:
■ 'deaden public con-
trol:
■ '* aste public funds 
on consultants:
■ Threaten jobs:
B ’ j se by the back 
door.

The call tc campaign
PPP explained 

her . these privatisations 
te millions of pounds

■ public money, reduce 
standards, put public sec-
tor jobs at risk and put 
profits before need.

Many school and college 
ancillary staff have already 
been transferred to the pri-
vate sector. It’s time it 
stopped.

A fight against privatisa-
tion would bring another 
important benefit—it would 
act as a counter to the horri-
ble growth in sectarianism 
seen around Holy Cross 
school and across lire North 
in recent months.

The jobs of 
Catholic and Protestant 
workers in the public sector 
arc under threat.

The services being priva-
tised are used by Protestants 
and Catholics alike.

A united fight of Protes-
tant and Catholic together in 
defence of our class inter-
ests would help to isolate 
the bigots in our communi-
ties and put a hall on the 
awful spiral of sectarian 
hatred.

Teachers in other schools got hold of 
the petition and it spread like wildfire.

Instead of welcoming this anti-sec-
tarian initiative, Tom McKee of the 
NAS-UWT wrote to all union reps 
telling them not to support the petition, 
effectively killing it among teachers 
from that union.

The two teachers who had started the 
petition then received a letter from the 
Secretary of the Belfast Executive repri-
manding them for “the unauthorised use 
of the name of the NAS-UWT calling 
for industrial action”.

John Price says: “This is nonsense. 
We did not use the name of tire NAS- 
UWT

“We were petitioning our union and 
in order Io show that it was an authentic 
|>ctition ol unital members, we pul down 
the fact that we were both members of 
the union, one ol us a school rep.

“It's hard to understand what the 
union's problem is with this.”

John has since pul a resolution Io a 
union meeting al his school which is 
very similar Io the pelilion calling for

NIPSA activists in 
Belfast spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the rally.

“This is the kind of 
acthe union we voted for 
when we elected the new 
leadership of NIPSA under 
the ’Time for Change’ ban-
ner”. aid one branch com- 
mittee metnber.”But the 
leadership need to involve 
re rank and file—it’s not 
. . . -JI a rally, it has AS LOYALIST protests outside

.: . Ji? he aid. Holy Cross school look set to con- 
An-^her branch commit- tinue indefinitely, parents and 

supporters are getting frustrated 
at the lack of action in defence of 
the children’s rights.

Now, Socialist Worker has learnt that 
teachers who tried to organise non-scc- 
tarian action to stop the protests have 
been blocked by their union.

Two socialist teachers, one from a 
W;.i Belfast (Catholic) secondary 
x j i'/jI, one from an East Belfast (Protes-
tant) secondary, brought a petition to 
their t wo schools.

I hey petitioned their trade union, the 
‘ L’WT, fo take action across Belfast 
up to and including industrial action in 
defence of the children of Holy Cross.

One of die teachers, John Price, told 
Socialist Worker, In just two days, we 
collected over 110 teachers’ signatures 
across the two schools, from both 
Protestant and Catholic teachers.”

The signed petition was sent both Io 
the Holy Cross school and to the union.

1

mi

say that this is because they 
form a large and relatively 
militant branch of the union.

They think management 
want to “pick off" all the 
other branches first, in order 
to leave the CSA militants 
isolated when their turn 
comes for privatisation.

Trade unionists across 
the North must start mobil-
ising now to attend the rally 
and make it the start of a 
fight against the increasing 
use of PPP and PFI.

NIPSA members in 
well-organised workplaces 
could leaflet other work-
places to let others know 
about the rally.

Members of other trade 
unions need to get there too 
—UNISON, the ATGWU. 
MSF and GMB in particular 
have many members whose 
jobs and working conditions 
arc under threat from pri-
vatisation.

Policing the 
Agreement
THE DECISION of the Monaghan coun-
ty board of the GAA to support the 
removal of Rule 21 was the number two 
item on the BBC Northern Ireland news 
on November 12th — after the latest 
from the New York ’plane crash. The 
item ended with the announcement 
that “The result from Cavan is expected 
within the next few hours”.

A foreign listener chancing on the broadcast 
might have deduced that “the GAA” was probably a 
government party whose members were deciding 
on some make-or-break issue of confidence.

Both the tone of the item and the priority it was 
given reflected the extent to which the campaign to 
get rid of Rule 21 had become an inextricable part 
of the overall push to bury any remaining resistance 
to consolidation of the structures set up under the 
Belfast Agreement.

HOLY CROSS SCHOOL

Union blocks anti-sectarian initiative
industrial action, if necessary. The 
motion was passed unanimously.

Following an exchange of letters, the 
Belfast Executive has dropped threat-
ened disciplinary action against the two 
teachers.

But, as John Price says: “What were 
they threatening disciplinary action 
about? Wc were simply doing what 
teachers are supposed to do and acting to 
protect children who are under attack.

“We were following the trade union 
motto ‘an injury to one is an injury to all’ 
and were very careful to ensure it was a 
cross-community petition, to counter the 
sectarianism that has surrounded the 
protest.

“One of the teachers at the meeting in 
my school made an excellent point. He 
said ‘if this was London and it was Mus-
lim children not able to get to school, 
there’ll be blue murder—so why is this 
protest being allowed to continue?’.

“As a union activist I have to ask 
also, why is the union so opposed to 
doing anything to help bring an end to 
this abuse of children in Ardoyne?”

NIPSA call Rally ppi__________ _________

Launch the fight.
against privatisation

M—-r ’   ’—  F ’

SOCIALISTS and u D L 
trade unionists 
across the North 
were delighted to 
see a half page 
advertisement in 

e Irish News from 
ti e public sector 
union NIPSA call- 
T.g a rally against 
Public Private Part-
nerships (PPP).

I; is hoped that the , 
hich is in the .. .. _ ... at 

n on Tuesday 4th 
“■er. w ill launch a 

ac.. -> PPP
■ th.- ert said.

.tisation by the

We would have been confirmed in this attitude 
by the overbearing nature of the demand put on the 
GAA to get its house in acceptable order. The call in 
the Patten Report for the removal of Rule 21 came 
in the context of a wider edict — that “schools, com-
munity leaders, including political party leaders and 
local councillors, bishops and priests, school-teach-
ers and sports authorities take steps to remove all 
discouragements to members....applying to join the 
police and make it a priority to encourage them to 
apply” (para 15.2).

What’s been demanded of the GAA — as of 
teachers etc — is not that they allow people who 
join the police to remain members but that they 
make it a priority to urge members to join the police. 
The explicit injunction is to become a recruitment 
agency for the police.

This goes a lot further than was acknowledged in 
the debate leading up to the November 17th special 
conference. It means, or ought to, that the vote has- 
n t ended debate or disposed of the issue. But it’s 
the socialist, not the nationalist, perspective which 
will be necessary to take the debate forward.

■ |Ht«<

■ ■:?!
■4T--X —
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STOP THE WAR...STOP THE WAR...STOP THE

Imperialism will
spectrum dominance".war.

Suffer

Price

*7*2^
Power

and firing

Rejects

STOP THE WAR...STOP THE

use 
directed at up to ;
Pictured right: 
Protesting aginst the 
war

bombing of the country 
and sanctions that have 
killed one million people 
since.

The Northern Alliance — 
better than the Taliban?

The Revolutionary 
Association of Women of 
Afghanistan (RAWA) 
doesn't think so and 
completely rejects the 
Nothern Alliance.

They’ve confirmed 
Amnesty International’s 
reports of the forces

Afghanistan will suffer, 
no matter what the imme-
diate course of the fight-
ing. Rival local powers- 
Iran, Pakistan, India and 
Russia-support different 
factions. Talk of the UN 
organising a government 
is about giving each of 
these states a slice of

■WftBj
Fight US/VK 
imperialism

drowning 
squads.

Other Taliban prison-
ers were locked into con-
tainers and left to smoth-
er to death in the 
Afghanistan heat. 
There’s no reason to 
believe his army will 
behave any different this 
time.

These are just three 
of the leaders of the 
Northern Alliance, now 
being described by the 
US, UK and the UN as 
the basis of a future pro-
visional government.

In time it's likely they 
will turn on each other in 
a terrible bloodbath— 
that’s exactly what hap-
pened last time they had 
any control in 
Afghanistan—but until 
then these butchers are 
the best the Allies have 
to offer an already bru-
talised population.

details.”
The rival forces of the 

Northern Alliance fought 
each other and groups based 
on the Pashtun-speaking 
people in the south of 
Afghanistan after the pro-
Russian government col-
lapsed in 1992.

The fighting led to 
20,000 people killed in one 
week in the siege of the cap-
ital, Kabul.

It meant massacres of 
one group by another, as 
rival war lords stoked up 

____ a _____ ethnic hatred. And it led to 
military experts the division of the country as 

j___ :u-j__ rival military leaders tried to
set up their own fiefdoms.

Ongoing war led to the 
deaths of over 1.5 million 
people in Afghanistan 
between 1979 and 1994.

Over six million fled the 
country as refugees. Yet the 
US-led war on Afghanistan 
has deepened the division in 
the country and laid the 

It has gone hand in hand basis for yet more conflict.
with the US bombarding 
retreating Taliban forces on 
the Salang highway, as it did 
when it killed thousands of 
Iraqis on the Basra to 
Baghdad road at the end of 
the Gulf War in 1991.

The US state’s strategy 
rests upon re-igniting civil 
war in Afghanistan.

It means supplying, 
working with and then 
rewarding the most brutal 
murderers and the most 
ruthless military comman-
ders.

There were already 
reports as Kabul fell of mas-
sacres by Northern Alliance 
forces every bit as savage as 
anything the Taliban have 
been held responsible for 
over the last five years.

“We know this is l._r . _ ________  ___
pening, said UN official considering their next target- 

.... .  “'__t we and looking particularly at 
don t know the scale, nor the Iraq.

not only the long- 
suffering people of 
Afghanistan, L_'_ 
millions of others 
across the globe if 
the most powerful 
capitalist state in 
the world, the US. 
has its way.

The US has bombed
and blasted Afghani- state targets 
stan for over a month know the 
so that the Nonhem quence". 
Alliance warlords 
could advance.

The murderous
record of the Northern 
Alliance is so

"For every regime 
is so that sponsors terror, 

grotesque that even the there will be a price to 
US military admits its be paid and it will be 
“allies” will commit paid.”
savage atrocities. The US vice-presi-

dent, Dick Cheney, 
warned that after the 
Afghanistan campaign 

More dead Afghans is over, America could 
do not bother George use military action 
W Bush. directed at up to an

What concerns him 
is the global assertion 
of US power—’’full

engaging in massacres 
of rival ethnic groups, 
uncontrolled looting of 
already poverty stricken 
people and using rape 
as a means of subjugat-
ing women.

When Borhanuddin 
Rabbani, head of one of 
the Alliance factions, 
was President of the 
Islamic State of Afghani-
stan he announced that 
punishments such as 
amputation of feet or 
hands, flogging and 
stoning to death would 
be introduced.

Amnesty Internation-
al documented scores of 
human rights abuses by 
his forces, torturing and 
killing political opponents 
and rival mujahideen.

General Dostum, is 
commander of one of the 
largest alliance forces 
and is now favoured with 
20 US military advisors.

Dostum enforced the 
blockade of Kabul during 
1994. His forces kept 
international food aid 
from reaching the popu-
lation, many of whom 
were starving.

He was also respon-
sible for the indiscrimi-
nate shelling of homes, 
mosques and hospitals 
in the city—presumably 
this is why he’s now so 
popular with the US mili-
tary.

General Dostum has 
also been reported as 
punishing his own men 
by tying them tank tracks 
and driving them around 
a barrack’s square until 
they are horribly crushed 
to death.

In 1997 during the 
fighting in Mazar-I- 
Sharif, General 
Pahlawan Malik slaugh-
tered thousands of 
Taliban prisoners by

not bring peace
WAR UPON war, spectrum dominance”, 
lorror upon horror, in the clinical language
That is what faces of the US military.

That is what this 
war has been about 

but from the beginning.
Bush has spoken of 

waging war against 
any country or group 
he chooses.

He said any govern-
ment that rejects war 
against those the US 
state targets “will 
know the conse-

Afghanistan.
The US bombing has 

increased the rivalry— 
most sharply between 
India and Pakistan.

Both states have 
nuclear weapons. With 
every B-52 bombing raid 
over the last month, the 
US’s closest ally in the 
Middle East, Israel, has 
tightened the noose 
around the Palestinians.

The more confident the 
US military is over 
Afghanistan, the more the 
US can carry on arming 
Israel.

Propaganda and lies
AT FIRST, all the 
talk was of “smart 
weapons”—sup-
posedly infallible 
Cruise missiles and 
precision “bunker-
buster” bombs.

Within days US spokes-
men abandoned even the 
pretence that the US was 
using “smart weapons” and 
admitted it was dropping 
cluster bombs.

to General Rashid 
Dostum’s forces.

The Alliance commit-
ted similar and worse 
atrocities during the 
struggle in 1992-1996 to 
control Kabul. When the 
Taliban won this vicious 
struggle they were greet-
ed by the inhabitants of 
Kabul as saviours.

The Taliban were 
revealed as a barbaric 
and oppressive force but 
are the Northern 
Alliance any better ?

CTOP THIb I Wh© pay® the price?
WIDER AND more scripts in the 1991 Gulf power, or possibly a slice 

/ vicious wars have been the War led to repeated of . a partitioned
result of every US military 
success over the last quar-
ter of a century. US- 
backed death squads 
killed 75,000 people in El 
Salvador in Central 
America in the early 
1980s. That encouraged 
similar butchery in 
Guatemala, Nicaragua 
and Honduras.

The US invasion of 
Grenada in 1983 meant it 
did not hesitate to murder 
over 3,000 people in the 
invasion of Panama six 
years later. The slaughter 
of Iraqi civilians and con-

These release 2,000 
bomblets, many of which do 
not explode and so act as 
landmines.

“Surgical strikes” then 
gave way to carpet-bombing 
by Vietnam-era B-52 planes. 
Then the US deployed 
“daisy-cutter” bombs, which 
were also used to pound 
rural areas in Vietnam.

Then came the admis-
sion that the US was using 
“fuel air explosives”. These 
create firestorms and have 
the effect of “mini nuclear 
bombs”, according to the 
West’s own i 
when they described 
Russia’s use of them in 
Chechnya two years ago.

And the Northern 
Alliance ground offensive 
has meant more destruction. 
It is not a “clean alternative” 
to bombing.

RetreatingTHE Northern Al-
liance has already 
provided evidence 
that it will not nec-
essarily be the 
submissive force 
that the US was 
hoping for.

The Alliance entered 
Kabul despite US and 
Pakistan's demands to 
,va* until a multi-ethnic 
coal‘ion government 
had been worked cut.

Then the Alliance 
declared that an interna- 
r.onai peace keeping 
force was unnecessary 
as they wou d take care 
of security in 
Afghanistan.

Already, ‘security" 
has meant that more 
than 100 pro-Tahban 
Pakistani fighters were 
shot dead after their sur-
render in Mazar-I-Shanf

It comes after the US 
government poured billions 
of dollars of military aid 
behind the resistance to the 
Russian occupation in the 
1980s and then cut off aid in 
the 1990s.

Bush and Blair are twist-
ing the knife into the people 
of Afghanistan. Yet not one 
of the people they say were 
responsible for the hijacking 
of planes on 11 September 
came from Afghanistan.

The horror the US has 
brought to Afghanistan does 
serve a purpose — it is about 
asserting US power across 
the region and across the 
globe.

That is why even before 
the Northern Alliance 
entered Kabul the US mili- 

hap- tary and politicians were

Stephanie Bunker, “but and looking particularly
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WTO meeting in Doha
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Thousands of Volkswagen j,
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cent of children below the age of 3 receive pre-school education com-
pared to 45 percent in Britain.

Irish primary schools has one of the highest pupil-teacher ratio’s

tn the airport.
But they are using the

The Irish Times could 
"" i-

cut back on skilled labour.
This pattern

■ For a report of 
Beirut anti capitalist 
conference turn to 
page 10

WHEN THE Celtic Tiger dies, many will look around 
to see what is left behind from the boom years.

There are countless new fancy offices and clogged up streets. But it. They claimed that there would 
— —i annual average growth

With
'I a

sBECESSI

nershlp company that even the recession to pressurise 
' t more

Bl

TIM '4
annual rate of 11 percent a year, 
making it one of the most suc-
cessful economies in the world. 
But in the last few months, it has 
plunged into recession.

The signs are everywhere to 
be seen. North Dublin, for exam-
ple, is set to lose some 4,000 jobs 
as factories such as Gateway, 
Cisco and Motorola close up.

Household names like Aer 
Lingus and the Irish Times are 
slashing jobs.

But the worst is still to come. | 
Many of the redundancies are 
still in the pipeline as companies 
hold off for a Xmas rush in con-
sumer spending. Once that is 
over the axe will fall even fur-
ther.

The collapse of the Celtic 
Tiger is stark contrast to the pre-
dictions that were being made by 
the political establishment until 
quite recently.

All the major economists 
claimed that the Celtic Tiger 
would boom for a long time.

Vultures carve 
up the spoils 
ROBERT ZOELLICK, 
the US trade represen-
tative commented, 
“Today the members of ing, 
the WTO have sent a 
powerful signal to the 
world—we have
removed the stain of 
Seattle."

Of course that was only 
possible because the World 
Trade Organisation met in 
Doha in the Gulf state of 
Qatar amid massive security.

As widely expected the US. 
EL. Canada and Japan—the 
“Quad”—set the nee-liberal 
agenda of the multinationals 
while giving at most vague ver-
bal assurance to the rictims of 
these policies.

Developing countries have 
long complained about “imple-
mentation issues"—according 
to the previous “Uruguay 
Round” thev must open up their 
economies to the multi-nation-
als. But the US continues to stall 
on its promise to open up its 
enormous and enormously pro-
tected textile market to the 
products of the Third World.

While the Least Developed 
Countries account for 10 per-
cent of the world’s population 
but only 0.4 percent of world 
trade, the EU and America still 
refuse to honour previous com-
mitments to allow quota and 
tariff free access to exports 
from these countries.

The United Nations esti-
mates that northern protection-
ism robs the Third World of $2 
billion a day in export earnings. 
This is many times the amount 
of external aid.

Subsidised exports—dump-
ing—has led to a collapse in the 
incomes of farmers in the poor-
est countries. In the much-her-
alded agriculture negotiations 
in Doha the agreement of the 
EU to the aim of “reductions of, 
with a view to phasing out, all 
forms of export subsidies” was 
proclaimed an eleventh hour 
break-through.

But they added in the fine 
print that this aim is “without 
prejudging the outcome of 
negotiations”.

As the World Development 
Movement notes, this severely 
undermines any commitment to 
open up EU agricultural mar-
ket; to exports from the devel-
oping world.

G Vf S—the General Agree- 
aiert on Trade in Services— 
affect* e-<ery public service from 
healthcare and education to 
energy, water and transport.

J h rough a mechanism called 
“lock-in” national governments 
must harmonise their environ-
mental, labour and consumer 
laws to remove any barriers to 
trade.

This will involve privatisa-
tion and effectively making 
these and other critical services 
totally unregulated.

Negotiations and binding 
agreement are to be completed 
in just over three years.

WTO members committed 
themselves to “the reduction or, 
as appropriate, elimination of 
tariff and non-tariff barriers to 
environmental goods and ser-

“The Irish miracle appears tc 
have been built on a solid mod-
ern foundation on which a lastin< 
edifice can be built."

vices,”
This includes not only envi-

ronmentally damaging services 
such as nuclear waste process- 

but also services such as 
water, providing an accelerated 
commitment to put on the mar-
ket, in all countries, the supply 
of water, waste collection and 
disposal, and other sen ices, up 
to now provided by the public 
sector.

TRIPs—Trade Related
Intellectual Property Measures 
—deals with patents. Under 
pressure over issues like generic 
drugs for AIDs sufferers in 
Africa, the WTO concedes that 
the TRIPs agreement "does not 
and should not prevent 
Members from taking measures 
to protect public health”.

Developing countries were 
forced to waste a huge amount 
of time clarifying that the exist-
ing agreement allows them to 
prioritise affordable treatment 
for health emergencies such as 
HIV/AIDS.

But there is still doubt as to 
whether this concession will be 
legally enforceable.

The TRIPs agreement still 
threatens traditional rights over 
natural resources and tradition-
al knowledge through “biopira-
cy”. This is where multination-
als patent the active ingredients 
of plants used by indigenous 
peoples.

Despite African demands 
there remains no clear cut pro-
hibition on the patenting of life, 
nor any clear statement that the 
Biosafety Protocol (allowing 
countries to refuse the release of 
GM seeds) takes precedence 
over WTO rules.

The top research institute, the 
ESRI, even put precise figures on 

the boom years were squandered by right-wing governments who did be ‘“an annual* average ^growth 
nothing to build up basic public services. rate of 5.1 percent between 2000
.^.Ireland has the lowest level of health spending in the EU. This is and 2005, falling to 4.3 percent 

why our hospitals are in chaos as thousands queue up for a bed. Per annuam thereafter to 2010 
.^L.210,000 women joined the labour force during the boom years. an<^ 10 something over 3 percent

But the Celtic Tiger provided no child care facilities. Today 1 per- ln Per>°d 2010-2015.” 

leading group of stockbroker 
economists, claimed that because Celtic Tiger: Irelands Economic 

wr . . , ■ • , . . .. Beland had a younger population Miracle Explained, claimed that
in the OECD countries—just ahead of Mexico, Korea and Turkey, with fewer dependents, the econ- “ - - ' —

A Council house building has been slashed even though only 5 per- omy would grow by 6 percent for
cent of mortgages go to unskilled workers. ten years.

Paul Sweeney, author of the

On the Environment the 
Ministerial Declaration 
includes negotiations on 
Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs).

However, there are more get- 
out clauses. “The negotiations 
shall not prejudice the WTO 
rights of any Member that is not 
a party to the MEA in ques-
tion”.

That lets the US off the hook 
over agreements they have not 
signed, such as the Kyoto 
Protocol on Climate Change 
and the Biosafety Protocol.

On all these issues despite 
some window dressing, the clear 
finger print of the multi-nation-
als’ free-market agenda is clear-
ly visible.

A number of NGOs have 
done a valuable job in research-
ing and publicising the real 
agenda of the WTO.

But this only demonstrates 
that despite the well-meaning 
efforts of a number of these 
fSlG.Os. "! lobby lhe WTO and 
assist 1 bird World governments 
in their negotiating stances, the 
business lobbies of the Western 
governments can shout louder 
and kick harder.

lhe strategy of anti-capital- 
ists has lo be to harness the 
forces necessary lo -,1101 down 
the WTO.

—KEVIN WINGFIELD

“THE ERA of the Celtic
Tiger is over,” according 
to Maurice O’Connell, 
the governor of the 
Central Bank.

George Lee, RTE’s resident 
economic commentator has put it 
more dramatically. “The Irish 
economy is now falling faster 
than any other economy in the 
world.”

At the start of this year, the 
Celtic Tiger was growing at the

What’s left behind?

IBEC, the employers’ 
organisation, talked 
up social partnership 
during the boom 
because they knew it 
was a good mecha-
nism to hold down 
wages.

They made huge profits „ „............ _
during Hie Celtic Tiger temporary crisis in the avi- 
years when there was an ation Industry to halt pay 
orgy of property and share rises until 2004 and to sack 
speculation. 2000 workers.

In 1997, for example, the 
value of shares on the Irish 
stock exchange jumped by 
a staggering £14 billion. ..........

But at the first sight of have mortgaged theirValiZ 
recession, they are sticking able property in the citv 
inc boot Into workers. Their centre to cover debts thev 
•lm w M1 tholr „<,tk. ran „„ „„ nw

. Sts

THE BOSSES OFFENSIVE
force and make the remain- presses. But Instead they moved Into key factories. 
Ing workers carry a higher want to slash their work- attack workers’ condint to 
Wtfen. force and attack working This time the

Aer Ungus was sup- conditions. may keep 0This time the- bo. 

posed to be a model part- Waterford Glass is using open for a white.
-------  ,    .—>.■ They may stick tt. 
gave SIPTU its own offices workers to accept more social partnership i(5lth 

imports of foreign glass to while if they think thBy a
. ------------- .. I use the union

•his pattern also break up any resistaqc 
occurred during the last their attacks. to 
major recession in Ireland Or they may cast lt- 
m^e mid eighties. and use the whip-of

In 1981, the employer’s ployment to get iheh- m- 
orgamsation, the Federated nntion ..¥•
Union of Employers adopt, workers 
dropped all talk about cm their guard. 1 
social partnership” and icy of seeing^1* 

launched an offensive on ’partner’ and t 
workers’rights. system could 6

A small group of man* benefit workers 
agement hatchet men it is time for resi

I
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What causes
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Economists
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in Brazil are striking aginst job cuts and Belgian airline workers protest against cuts

Resistance needed

RESISTANCEI wk B B - w Bum

could be made to work. The real-

lem that is out of control.

ISSUES FOR ANTI-CAPITALISTS

by KIERAN ALLEN

• STOP THE WAR • George Monbiot
• Eamonn McCann • Abortion refondnm
• How can we end sectarianism?

Ireland’s socialist magazine
November/December Issue out now £2,00

from Ireland arc in information, 
communications and technolo- 
gte, and much of it conics from 
US firms.

Ireland now has seven times 
more US investment per maufac 
luring worker than the EU aver-
age.

All of them argued that if 
workers agreed to social partner-
ship and accepted wage restraint 
the boom could go on for 
decades.

They believed that Ireland 
was a r

educated workforce.
But in reality, the Celtic Tiger 

only grew on the back of the US 
boom.

It was a

boom and the collapse 
of the US boom shows 
how this occurs.

US employers made 
strenuous efforts to

.^j-swagon

Aer Lingus workers, for 
, are a |

The multi-nationals

with plans to slash jobs they 
could force the government 
to intervene to save jobs.

Governments in the past 
have intervened to prop up 
the Goodman company and 
Allied Irish Banks.

So why shouldn’t they act 
to protect jobs for workers? 
What is needed now is a 
growing political force in the 
labour movement that puts 
workers’ control of produc-
tion at the heart of its strate-
gy-

The sheer scale of the 
global recessions means that 
workers have to start looking 
at ways they can take control 
over the economy rather 
than leaving matters in the 
hands of speculators and cap-
italists.

A political awareness that 
an alternative can be built to

to re-
their

need to use Dublin airport to 
export their goods. If it were 
closed they would soon be 
screaming for the govern-
ment to move.

If worker were to use that
, thousands 

invest with low taxes and sup- workers gathered “Welcome to the first 
global recession of the 
21 st century.”

Another approach is 
to look for psychologi-
cal factors such as ‘con-
sumer confidence’. 
Nobody is supposed to 
‘talk up the recession'

(Finance, 
and Real

ADAM SMITH, 
the founder of 
classical econom-
ics once argued 
that there was a 
‘hidden hand’ 
behind the work-
ings of the mar-
ket. He meant 
that behind the 
apparent chaos, 
scarce resources 
were distributed 
efficiently.

If there is a shortage 
of a particular good, 
prices rose and this 
encouraged more 
investors to produce 
this goods until eventu-
ally the price drops 
again. In this way the 
system moved to a state 
of equilibrium as supply 
met demand.

could not continue.
The ‘experts' got it wrong

Modern economists 
have built on this theory 
to claim that there is no 
inherent reason why the 
system should go into 
recession.

Many looked at the 
US boom in the nineties 
and claimed that com-
puters had brought a 
“new paradigm of 
growth” where the 
boom could last indefi-
nitely.

However, the new 
global recession has 
shattered these theo-
ries.

Conventional econo-
mists look for accidental 
factors which might 
help to explain the 
recession.

One crude approach

«hof
IHc

- Economic

appears to
- jsolid mod-

a lasting

S|VE
wrth

WHEN SABENA air-
lines in Belgium

model economy because it announced massive job 
gave the wealthy an incentive to losses, thousands of 
invest with low taxes and sup- workers gathered to 
plied them with a young well- take over the airport power instead of going along

and clashed with riot
police.

When Aer Lingus 
, ., . , r .... announced huge job losses,
bridgehead for US siPTU did nothing for weeks 

computer companies to invade ancj then ca||ed a small march 
the European market. when the majority of its

Today 40 percent of exports members were at work.

Unions

The ‘do-nothing policy’ is a 
disaster. The Irish union lead-
ers are trying to keep their 
cosy relationship with 
employers by persuading 

u/. ,..., workers to accept ‘rationali-
-Vhen the LS boom collapsed, sation’. But the of the crash 

. -c tic Tiger came crashing facing the Celtic Tiger means 
oown. No matter how much sac- this will bring huge job losses 
o ices workers made, the boom and terrible changes in condi- 
coujd not continue. tions.

The only realistic policy

lest it damages con-
sumer confidence.

But this consumer 
confidence is often a 
code for saying that 
many people are not 
able to buy the goods 
that are produced.

And that occurs 
because of something by 
that is central to capital-
ism.

The system operates 
at a highly contradictory 
level. On one hand, each 
individual capitalist is 
forced to seek ever 
greater profits 
invest back in 
industries so that they 
can stay ahead of their 
rivals.

The result is a 
dynamic that leads to 
ever higher levels of 
accumulation and pro-
duction.

But the source of 
profit is unpaid labour 
and there is a continual 
drive to reduce unit 
labour costs.

This occurs through 
increasing productivity 
or by switching from 
permanent employees 
to temporary contract 
employees who receive 
lower overall pay pack-
ets.

At some point, how-
ever, these two tenden-
cies come into conflict 
as people cannot buy 
the amount of goods 
that are produced.

There is a crisis of 
over-production — not 
in the sense that there 
are too many goods to 
meet what humans 
need but rather in 
terms of what they can 
afford within capitalism.

The Celtic Tiger is a 
is to blame September spin-off of the recent US 
I Ith . ....

But the recession 
had begun before this 
date with even the 
Economist magazine pro- strenuous efforts 
claiming on August 25th; increase their profits by 
“\a/„i- — .l . r— cutting wage costs more

than their international 
competitors.

Between 1985 and 
1997, for example the 
annual average increase 
in hourly wages was 
only 0.15 percent com-
pared to 2.85 percent in

Germany.
The problem of 

under-consumption was 
overcome for a period 
in two ways.

First, there was a 
huge increase in luxury 
spending by the wealthy 
and capital investment 

companies. This 
spending was driven by 
share speculation and 
property speculation.

But the price of 
share speculation was 
that companies bor-
rowed enormously to 
buy new shares.

This meant that 
there was an ever 
greater pressure to 
achieve gigantic levels of 
profits.

The result was a big-
ger greater squeeze on 
US workers, leading 
eventually to a collapse 
in ‘consumer confi-
dence'.

Second, the contra-
diction was also less-
ened by a huge inflow of 
funds into the US. 
Between 1990 and 
1997, the inflow of for-
eign capital grew from 
$59 billion to $264 bil-
lion.

Much of this went 
into the financial sector 
or FIRE 
Insurance 
Estate).

After 1991, the total 
value of FIRE out-
stripped that of manu-
facturing.

But much of this was 
a bubble economy that 
was driven by escalating 
paper values.

' When the bubble 
burst, even the wealthi-
er sections of society 
could not buy the vast 
amounts of goods that 
were produced.

The system was 
stripped back to reveal 
its central problem— 
the drive to accumulate 
clashed with the 
attempt to reduce the 
purchasing power of the 
mass of workers.

The result today is 
that the largest econo-
my in the world is reel-
ing under one of the 
worst recessions since 
the thirties.

I -

l*ley. bought capitalism has to be one of resistance.

■ty is that it is a mad chaotic sys- example, 
'em that is out of control. group. T!

powerful capitalism will help feed into 
'; a strategy of resistance.

k*
......-S jam
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Mutinying soldiers and a workers’ rally in Germany in 1919

in

K

A f '

...... . u 11..

‘HOW MUCH longer 
will the imperialist 
gamblers abuse the 
patience of the peo-
ple? Enough and 
more than enough 
of the slaughter. 
Down with the war-
mongers on both 
sides of the border! 
End the genocide!’ 
■Liebknecht in1916

rganising
in cam-

order, develops its own special 
variety of militarism.”

In this pamphlet Karl 
Liebknecht was one of the first 
writers to point out that the new

Iffi ; < '

Me;
' * A

have placed countless mines 
under the edifice of world peace. 
The fuses lie in the most varied 
hands, and the mines may easily 
and unexpectedly explode.”

In words which have a great 
resonance to our own times, Karl 
Liebknecht challenged the 
hypocrisy of the super-powers: 
"Colonial policy under the 
deceptive mask of spreading 
Christianity and civilisation prof-
its and deceives with pious gaze 
in the service of the colonial 
interests of the capitalists, mur-
ders and assaults the defenceless, 
bums up their property, robs and 
plunders their goods and posses-
sions, and scorns and shames 
Christianity and civilisation."

Against the nationalism and 
warmongering of the capitalist 
class, Karl Liebknecht appealed 
for the international solidarity of 
workers.
“The proletariat of every land has 
only one real enemy: the capital-
ist class which oppresses it and 
exploits it; because of its special

of the Prussian War Minister and 
charged with high treason. The 
German state attempted to seize 
all the printed copies they could.

Despite the doubtful legality 
of the proceedings Karl 
Liebknecht was sentenced to 
fortress imprisonment for 18 
months and his pamphlet was 
banned.

As he was led from court to 
prison thousands of supporters 
cheered him, and the fact that the 
state had failed to censor his mes-
sage was shown by his election to 
the Berlin Municipal Council 
during his months in prison.

No sooner was he released 
than Karl Liebknecht threw his 
energies back into or£ 
against militarism and in 
paigning for the SPD.

As a well known civil liberties 
lawyer and enemy of the war-
mongers, Karl Liebknecht was 
tipped off about a scandal con-
cerning Germany’s biggest arms

socialism across the world, it was 
one thing to call for a socialist 
republic, but another to achieve it. 

pit was this workers’ 
I revolt which ended 
■ the First World War. 
The SPD leaders who 
had tried right up to the 
last minute to stop rev-
olution from breaking 
out and to prop up the 
monarchy now ran to 
the front of the move-
ment in an effort to 
lead it into safe chan-
nels.

Everywhere workers and sol-
diers were beginning to set up 
democratic councils which in 
each locality organised the strikes 
and mutinies.

Liebknecht and the Spartacists 
argued for the old state to be dis-
mantled and for the councils to 
come together on a national scale 
and wield real power. But they 
were a very small voice and only 
had a few thousand supporters.

An attempted uprising at the 
beginning of 1919 was defeated 
and on 15 January Liebknecht 
and his fellow revolutionary Rosa 
Luxemburg were arrested and 
taken for “questioning”.

A soldier smashed both of 
their skulls in with a rifle butt. 
Liebknecht was driven to a park 
in central Berlin and shot. Rosa 
Luxemburg’s body was dumped 
in a canal.

The night before his murder 
Karl Liebknecht wrote down his 
thoughts in an article entitled 
“Despite Everything!” In it he 
argued that so long as capitalism 
existed workers would need to resist 
attacks from the bosses. He looked 
forward to the day when large num-
bers of workers would look to then- 
own power to run society.

“From the bitter lessons of 
this week the motto that the liber-
ation of the working class can 
only be achieved by the working 
class itself has acquired a deeper 
meaning.” Liebknecht was an 
inspirational fighter against war 
and for our class.

By March 1915 Liebknecht 
had persuaded one other deputy, 
Otto Ruhle to join his protests in 
the Reichstag, but more danger-
ously as far as the German state 
was concerned, he had linked up 
with revolutionaries outside par-
liament including the talented and 
unwavering Rosa Luxemburg. 
Early in 1916 a new publication 
was rallying the anti-war move-
ment, the Spartacus Letters.

On May 1st, the new organi-
sation, known by this time as 
Spartacus, organised an illegal 
anti-war demonstration attended 
by a several thousand workers. 
Liebknecht was imprisoned for 
shouting "Down with the the gov-
ernment! Down with the War!”. 
Although he was sentenced to 
four years in jail, Karl Liebknecht 
was released in October 1918. 
Four years of war had trans-
formed the political situation in 
Europe, a huge backlash against 
the war-mongers was under way, 
beginning with the Russian 
Revolution of February 1917 a 
storm of protest and revolution 
broke across the continent.

In November 1918 the accu-
mulated bitterness of four years 
of war erupted when sailors at the 
ports of Kiel and Wilhelmshaven 
mutinied against their officers. It 
sparked off a wave of mutinies 
and strikes across Germany, hun-
dreds of thousands of workers 
took to the streets and at the front 
soldiers simply put down their 
guns and refused to fight.

It was this workers’ revolt 
which ended the First World War.

On November 5th the Kaiser 
fell and thousands of workers in 
Berlin called for Liebknecht who 
climbed up to the balcony from 
which the monarch had previous-
ly addressed patriotic crowds to 
shout:

“The day of Liberty has 
dawned. I proclaim the free 
socialist republic of all Germans. 
We extend our hand to them and 
ask them to complete the world 
revolution. Those of you who 
want the world revolution raise 
your hands." Thousands of hands 
rose up. Tragically for Karl 
Liebknecht, and indeed the fate of

jjE

.M
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German socialist, Karl 
Liebknecht.

For Karl Liebknecht 
Germany, being against mili-
tarism was particularly difficult. 
The German state was highly 
repressive and obsessed with 
attempting to clamp down on the 
growing socialist movement. 
Nevertheless he put his neck on 
the line, and in doing so became a 
beacon for those wanting to hold 
to the spirit of international soli-
darity between workers of the 
world.

Karl Liebknecht was a lawyer 
..ho took up cases on I ' f f 
the German Social-Democratic 
Party—which in the first decade 
of the century was a broad social-
ist organisation of both revolu-
tionaries and reformists. He first 
came to national attention in 
1904 in a case to defend the right 
of the party to organise—his 
strategy was not simply to pursue 
the case in the courts, but also 
through public meetings and ral-
lies, in Berlin he spoke about the 
issues to a crowd of4,000.

The issue for which Karl 
Liehknecht became intemational- 

renowned was his challenge to 
Europe’s war-mongers. In 1906 

made a speech which became 
pamphlet: 

‘4. ta ri. m and Anti-Militarism.
in this booklet Karl 

Liebknecht made some powerful 
ss..'. arx/jT. ’he role of capitalism 
in pronxxing war.

7/ar, he argiic/1. was not some-
thing that was natural to humani-
ty. In the eariiest human societies 
it made no sense to have 
weapons.

Militarism, he a.o__
appeared with the division of 
society into classes. as a the rul-
ing class required arms for use 
both against external enemies and 
its own exploited population.

Warfare is not specific to cap-
italism. but “capitalism, like 
every other class-divided social

producer.
The giant Krupp’s company 

had been putting about the 
rumour that the French army had 
doubled its machine gun arma-
ments. Krupp’s had paid a spy to 
find out what was going on the 
war ministry and to bribe civil 
servants.

Karl Liebknecht was able to 
provide documentary proof of 
this and in 1913 force a prosecu-
tion of those concerned as well as 
expose the dirty dealings of the 
arms industry.

But it was Karl Liebknecht’s 
response to the outbreak of war in 
1914 for which he is justly 
famous.

/7\ II over Europe, 
/L\ trade union lead- 

ZtoAers and social 
democrats had forgot-
ten their resolutions of 
internationalism and 
had become caught up 
in war fever. Only a 
handful of revolution-
aries—such as James 
Connolly in Ireland- 
attempted to speak out 
against the impending 
slaughter.

In Germany Karl Liebknecht 
failed to persuade the SPD to vote 
against the government’s pro-
posed war credits. For the first 
vote in the parliament he held 
back from splitting from his 
party, but he quickly realised that 
he could not let party discipline 
prevent him from speaking out 
against the war.

On December 2nd, to howls of 
outrage from the right and the 
left, Karl Liebknecht stood up— 
alone despite the presence of 110 
SPD deputies—and voted against 
the war.

Karl Liebknecht immediate 
became the target of vilification 
from both the conservative and 
social-democratic press.

It was hard for him to answer 
back, the anti-war forces of the 
socialist movement being so 
small. But slowly those socialists 
who had not abandoned interna-
tionalism began to regroup.

exploited, the enslaved.”
Militarism and Anti-

Militarism exposed the extent 
that Europe was devoting massive 
and increasing resources to arma-
ments. It concluded with a round 
up of the anti-war movement 
across the continent, urging their 
further progress.

Just two months after publica-
tion of this pamphlet Karl 
Liebknecht was arrested by order

argued, interest.'; the proletariat of every 
land is closely united with the 
proletariat of every other land; all 
national interests recede before 
the common interests of the inter-
national proletariat; the interna-
tional coalition of exploitation 
and slavery must be opposed the 
international coalition of the

W to©

ne of the bravest 
5 land most out- 

spoken voices 
ever to be raised __ _
against war was that Of phase of capitalism, in which the

................ .. " major powers were engaged in a 
race to establish colonies around 
the world, threatened to produce a 
world war.

“New and highly dangerous 
sources of tension have arisen in 
consequence of the aims of com-
mercial and political expansion 
pursued by so-called civilised 
states, and as a consequence 
world policy, and especially colo-
nial policy conceal countless pos-
sibilities of conflict.”

His 1907 words were prophet-
ic.

____“The capitalist policy of 
behalf of expansion and its colonial policy

<* i

5
■j?.; MJ

Pp .-.
- * . i

iish- ■



SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE 9

The magic offZZ—

by JAMES READ

Incentive

Rights

The rise aroJ fall of
RAY KAVANAGH—

Nasty

Buy Kavanagh’s book

their

filmin my
view

book _____ .

by pau l  Mc Car t h y }

Like something 
out of the movies

hopes into the party as
> were

rff1 ’

Cocoa-Cola must be 
hoping that some of this 
magic rubs off on them, 
having spent $150m on 
the marketing rights 
alone.

The television rights 
have been sold for $44m, 
double the previous 
record set by the Titanic. 
AOL Time Warner (the 
owners of the film studio) 
is making sure that Harry

? ff- ' z r
..

rible record on workers' 
rights.

The commodity and 
its marketing power 
accounts for why some 
of the adults think that 
Harry Potter is so bril-
liant, but what about the 
film ?

party’s 
Secretary from 1986 
to 1999.

It is no surprise con- 
----------------------------— ■ ■ 

party over ’ these years

of scores to settle and in 
this book he does so.

As the books develop 
there is a pretty nasty 
streak of of anti French

■ *■> "V/ -i 

a

as a kind of serf class to 
..I , one 

character tries to 'free’ 
them only to discover 
that the elves really want 
to be servants.

Even when the issue 
of racism is raised, it is 

,---- as
being something only the 
truly ‘evil’ would believe in.

The film and the books 
deserve every award 
going for marketing, but 
don't bother going to see 
the movie unless you 
can’t escape the eight

ii io oiooiiv/i i, l c iu u u i WtJfll ——.. 
the party into government with both 

nmi.naJ QJ (-jghf wjng ccoQ^g tf|6

In turn.
Workers did not forgive 

Labour and in the 1997 
the party lost 16 seats.

Rather than looking at

Well, its very long— 
almost three hours— 
and is filled with quite 
banal uses of magic — 
playing a pretty violent 
form of hockey on 
broomsticks is the high-
light of the wizardry.

The film is filled with a

Hollywood needs no incentive to make good patri-
otic films. It has always been more than happy to 
sacr.ffce truth, memory and accuracy to make a 
quick buck.

 Witness the complete nonsense of Mel Gibson’s
Patriot, where a southern farmer joins the War of 

Independence -for the love of his family’ or 
Braveheart where William Wallace joins the War of 
Independence -for the love of his family'.

Still, the current proposals would definitely put any 
rational person off going to the cinema for the next 
_s=.‘. at east. S', ester Sta! one is trying to get 
Rambo IV together, in which he personally takes on 
the raliban! Someone once said that the worst thing 
the Vietcong ever did was to take American hostages 
as ■ allowed Hollywood to make mountains of bad 
movies about plucky GIs going back to rescue their 
buddies’.

Bin Laden .-.ill quickly come to regret bombing 
' .a.. York when Sylvester Stallone makes movie after 
cioody movie about one man’s war in Afghanistan. 
No doubt he’ll kill Bin Laden, rescue some downed 
bomber pilots and rescue some girl from the evils of 
tins veil.

Tom Cruise has promised to portray the CIA in a 
cos five role in Mission Impossible 3. That has never 
been harder, given the ineptitude of the “intelligence" 
services who knew nothing about the single greatest 
act of terrorism ever committed in the US.

But then again don't suppose they’ll mention that 
‘re CIA backed both Bin Laden and the Taliban dur- 
-g the 1990s.

But it isn't only that Hollywood is about to embark 
on a CIA inspired propaganda binge, the CIA is 
about to rent a truckload of action movies to see if 
•here are any helpful suggestions for fighting Bin 
i-aden. In particular, they were interested in Die 
Hard, flr./> Its a while since I’ve seen it, but does-
n't Bruce Y/illis blow up a skyscraper?

The one thing we can be thankful for is that 
Reagan is no longer in the White House, for Ronnie 
had problems telling the difference between the awful 
movies he was in and the awful foreign policies he 
presided over.

Having spent the second world war in Los 
Angeles making propaganda movies — and later 
informing on several colleagues to Joseph 
McCarthy's House Committee, Reagan made up sto-
ries about his exploits as a tail-gunner who had 
fought the Luftwaffe and claimed to film the liberation 
of concentration camps.

Having seen Rambo, Reagan remarked that the 
next time there were American hostages taken in the 
Middle East, he knew what to do. And indeed he did. 
He armed every tinpot dictator and fundamentalist 
tyrant in the Middle East. His successor, George 
Bush Sr. then went in to further oppress the subjects 
of one such tyrant in Iraq and now Junior is backing 
the very terrorists of the Northern Alliance whom 
Daddy and Ronnie armed the Taliban to get rid of! 
Honestly it’s like something out of the movies.

dreary nostalgia for a 
bygone England, where 
a boarding school comes 
to represent freedom 
from horrible guardians 
and boring suburbia.

Quite rightly, young 
readers want to escape 
violent adults (Harry is 
looked up under the 
stairs quite regularly) 
and a stultifying subur-
ban existence.

The child characters 
are shown as having a 
real power independent 
of adults, something 
every child would love, 
but escaping to an 
essentially conservative, 
even reactionary world is 
depressing in the 
extreme.

marketing
HOW DID it hap-
pen?

Even the most con-
servative elements of the 
English upper classes 
are telling sob stories of 
how awful public schools 
were and how the experi-
ence damaged their 
development as people.

They say this is exact-
ly the reason why they 
turned into awful adults 
who needed to spend a 
lot money to feel better 
about themselves.

Now suddenly the 
story of one boy and his 
friends at a very English 
public school is being 
touted as the best chil-
dren’s story in decades.

“Anything that gets 
children reading has to 
be a Good Thing” sloga- 
neered the publishers 
marketing department.

“But don’t let the read-
ers know it’s a woman at 
first or they won’t buy the 
books” they said 
amongst themselves. 
Bloomsbury stock value 
trebled when Joanne 
Rowling joined their lists.

Flying off the shelves at a shop near you.
will be on duvets, chil-
dren's clothes and 
school stationery.

The merchandise will 
be produced not by 
spells but mostly in 
China with it's long histo-
ry of barbaric child 
labour practices and ter-

LEADING executives and producers 
from Hollywood met with representa-
tives of the Bush administration to dis-
cuss how they could contribute to the 
“war on terrorism”.

Of course, it was stressed, especially by Bush’s 
ad’, isers. Karl Rove and Ari Fleischer, that under no 
c instances would Hollywood be required to make 
orocaganda films. “Content was strictly off the table.”

• s doesn't account for why a news anchor who 
poked fun at George Bush's running for cover in 
Nebraska was fired or why an MTV show was pulled 
• ; - the air wne- a presenter disagreed with calling 
the .‘.TO bombers cowards. In any case, such reas- 
scances are meaningless promises.

■ .:nii .s that any studio was about to
make a picture’ giving an accurate assessment of the 

■ a- in Afghanistan, .and we need only look at how 
mainstream cinema ' sated Vietnam to imagine how 
--e current situation . ouic be portrayed.

One military adviser was keen to stress that the 
current war wasn't 'Rambo', it was 'The Godfather’— 
implying that what America is doing is a clean, 
Cor eone-style assassination of Bin Laden, as 

sed to an imperialist onslaught on one of the 
.ver is poorest count." es. New there is something to 
be said for the comparison.

I
■ ■ ' ' -

the Irish Labour Party
RAY KAVANAGH— gains in ‘92 election of the party, Kavanagh 
author of the new Kavanagh^ puts down blames the individuals

L ft - h Labour party
and FaH: The Rise Eu; iic
and Fall of The Lab- admit that the thousands

He saw t 
members grouped 
around the Labour 
group—Emmet Stagg,
Michael D Higgins—as a 
block to future Labour 
Party electoral success.

The unprecedented

towards the Irish people."
The one chance that 

----------j out 
of their irrelevance as one 
’ " i smallest social 

Lj  parties in 
Europe was after the 
1992 election.

But they blew it with r.eally
there desire for the 
Ministerial meres.

The party is now floun-The Labour Party has

for progress for the Irish

fall from grace.
r , ,, ns on

party is much more pro- democratic 
frxi — 1--------

General case. the Beef Tribunal, ness of Spring, Quinn

In the 1992 election
---- ---------------- --------, . 11 it. i_q u u u i rally II aS 

than the party had been a failure as a vehicle der'n9'

party, the former school „ e
teacher was one of the „,1U vu me uyin-winy given me ultimate put ,
principal figures behind policies of Fianna Fail down by former Fianna •
the expulsion of Militant in and Fine Gael. But after Fail Taoiseach Sean
the 1980’s. the election, Labour went Lemass:

Up c q ia/ the norlw ■ .

was f°.r w*n9 politics you

Left

gains in ‘92 election of the party, Kavanagh 
Kat/anonh ni ito xi___•______ ■■ . ,

~ t ------ ------------ .■ iv.1 v iu u u io 11 its u iiu cnance
mostly to the defeat of the involved for the post ‘92 they had of breakingbook Spnng^Summer Lefl in the Labour Party. fall from grace. cf their------

~.T_ ^Z... ...~J But even he has to But the problem of the of the
.....    w ..,uJ party is muCii muie pio- 

our Party—was the on the streets over the X found than the spineless- 
___ ------------------------------■.......................D—* T-:bttr.c'., z.zzz z‘ 2p.i..a,

and the Church scandals and Co.   ..  ....------,
caused a crisis in the Failure there' desire “'for' the nasty characters have 
main right wing parties. raiiure Ministerial meres ?,aZ!es such as

In the 1992 election The ' a hJ k nAw floun- Voldemort and De
sidering his position in the Labour won 33 seats, ten The Labour Party has Bering P y Malfoy. House elves act
?”*•,■ ------ ~z.ts more than the party had been a failure as a vehicle r ,,„ Kavananh’c hnnk " "'':“J * -L'
Kavanagh has a number ever achieved. for progress for the Irish it ,,n,y ant 9 in wizards and witches,
---------------- ------------- W°&C?haSnnv to enter party "tattle C“r "

From the Right of the the ” people' who” were coalition with larger right- fove, tde Paat Stirs’vnn
.h, tho Mrmor —i gOjng f0 clean up politics wing parties Labour was wln9 Poll, cs you

and take on the right-wing given the ultimate put ^h„r^ave t0 °°^ e se'
nnlir'IOQ Eior»r»« 1—• X—- - •“ • .

In that sense the book easily resolved quickly, 
 is s genuine reflection of being somethinn nni>» i

“The Labour Party is Labour
L .j most respectable ■ Spring, Summer and
party in the state. Fall: The Rise and Fall deserve every

“So long as they can- of The Labour Party by C '  '
not be accused of being Ray Kavanagh don’f bother going to see
pale pink in politics they Blackwater Press the movie unless you

-- ------- — a “• seem to think they have £12.99. can’t escape the eightthe underlying weakness fulfilled their function —DAVID LYNCH year old’s pester power.
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PHONE REPORTS ABOUT STRIKES/LOCAL CAMPAIGNS/PROTESTS

Bosses demand

Salaries

Crisis

theUnlike

Structure

Directors

journalist

Reject

backed the Anti War Movement.

Media Eircom

Irish Times Independent j

Easons

Jobs slashed as 
Wanning comes 
to Ireland

predicted by management at 
Ireland.com.

"Much has been made 
about money being lost 
here, but we have won many

for 
and

are 
to

enquiries 
Conduit

The strange structure of 
the Irish Times Trust means 
that management can sit 
pretty with little fear for 
their jobs while 1 in 3 Irish 
Times staff face the boot.

Thomas Me Dowell, has 
been the chairman of the 
trust since its inception in 
the summer of 1974.

The 78 year old chair-
man is a member of the 
trust which means he has 
vote equal to 50 percent of 
the board plus one.

In effect he has control 
of the trust for life.

With the first sign of 
trouble it is the staff that are 
asked to make all the sacri-
fices.

One journalist told 
Socialist Worker, "The Irish 
Times won't go into debt but 
we are supposed to pay with 
our jobs for mismanage-
ment.

D'Olier Street is worth a 
fortune, but rather than take 
out a mortgage management 
are prepared sack people."

Action looms 
as bosses 
won’t pay PPF

The company made 
over £6 million last year.

The union leaders 
agreed the 2% rises due 
under partnership would 
be bound by Labour 
court rulings.

As Easons staff vote 
to reject the Labour 
Court recommendation 
the dispute could become 
a test case on whether 
the bosses can get away 
without paying the PPF.

O’REILLY 
PLANS TO 
SACK 3,500
Valentia, the 
Tony O'Reilly-led 
consortium 
which is taking 
over of Eircom, 
plans to sack 
over 3,500 staff.

According to fig-
ures contained in a 
Valentia document, 
described by an 
informed source as 
a "blueprint for the 
future".

NO TO PRIVATISATION! 
RALLY AGAINST PUBLIC 
PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 
Tuesday 4th December 

12.30pm 
Ulster Hall, Belfast 

Pu bl ic  Need No t  Pr iv at e Gr eed !
Called by NIPSA

fat M-fcr fetes
TWO HUNDRED and fifty people 
marched through Cork to protest 
against the war.
They came from a wide variety of backgrounds 
and voiced their anger. The groups involved 
included Comhlalmh, Afri, Cork Art Link and the 
Socialist Workers Party.
A follow up organising meeting drew 31 people 
and there was real enthusiasm for getting a bus 
to join the national anti-war demo in Dublin.
H Cork Council of Trade Unions has now-

City West.
Management 

also attempting 
increase in the work-
ing week from 32 
hours to 35 hours.

The company 
wants reporters and 
sub-editors working 
to work an extra day a 
week and to cut back

here
we 

stand
Workers create all the 
wealth in capitalist soci- 
ety.A new society can 
only be constructed when 
they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and 
plan its production and 
distribution.
FOR REVOLUTION, 
NOT REFORM
The present system can-
not be reformed out of 
existence. Parliament 
cannot be used to end the 
system.
The courts army and 
police are there to defend 
the interests of the capi-
talist class not to run 
society in a neutral fash-
ion.
To destroy capitalism, 
workers need to smash 
the state and create a 
workers’ state based on 
workers’ councils.
FOR REAL 
SOCIALISM, EAST 
AND WEST
The SWP welcomed the 
break-up of the USSR and 
the end of the East Euro-
pean dictatorships.These 
states were not socialist 
but were run by a state-
capitalist class. 
We are against the domi-
nation of the globe by 
imperialist powers and we 
oppose their wars.We are 
for the right of all 
nations, East and West, to 
self-determination.
FOR AN END TO 
ALL OPPRESSION 
We oppose all forms of 
oppression which divide 
and weaken the working 
class. We are for full 
social, economic and 
political equality for 
women.
We stand for: free contra-
ception and free, legalised 
abortion and the right to 
divorce; the complete 
separation of church and 
state, an end to church 
control over schools and 
hospitals; an end to dis-
crimination against gays 
and lesbians; an end to 
racism and anti-traveller 
bigotry.
We argue for working 
class unity in the fight 
against oppression.
FOR WORKERS’ 
UNITY IN THE 
NORTH
Northern Ireland is a sec-
tarian state, propped up 
by the British Army. 
Catholic workers are sys-
tematically discriminated 
against by the state.The 
division between Catholic 
and Protestant workers 
weakens the whole work-
ing class.
Workers’ unity can only 
be won and maintained in 
a fight to smash both the 
Northern and Southern 
states.
We stand for the immedi-
ate withdrawal of British 
troops.Violence will only 
end when workers unite 
in the fight for a workers’ 
republic.
FOR A FIGHTING 
TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT
Trade unions exist to 
defend workers’ interests. 
But the union leaders’ 
role is to negotiate with 
capitalism—not to end it. 
We support the leaders 
when they fight but 
oppose them when they 
betray workers. We stand 
for independent rank and 
file action.

FORA 
REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY
To win socialism socialists 
need to organise in a rev-
olutionary party. This 
party needs to argue 
against right-wing ideas 
and for overthrowing the 
system.The SWP aims to 
build such a party here.

A UP TO TOO cleaning, catering, 
'^■■P'laundry, portering and care- 

assistant staff at St Joseph's 
hospital, in Clonmel, Co Tipperary, took 
a series one day strikes this month. 
Nurses at the unit had already begun a 
work-to-rule over the overcrowding in 
the hospital.

different awards and we pro-
vide a top class service," 
said one journalist at Ire- 
land.com.

"Sales were up. It seems 
that management have made 
mistakes and we are all 
being asked to suffer."

Anger has been 
expressed by Irish Times 
staff that it seems that big 
mistakes by management 
have cost the Times it's 
financial reserves.

£60m spent on a new 
Printing Press in City West 
and the use of the compa-
nies reserves was a risky 
strategy and now workers 
are being asked to pay for 
management mistakes.

pay cuts and 
longer hours
INDEPENDENT 
Newspapers is to 
seek a five per 
cent pay cut from 
staff and the sus-
pension of the 
Programme 
Prosperity 
Fairness (PPF).

A leaked docu-
ment seen I _ 
Socialist Worker, 
circulated to senior 
staff says the com-
pany wants to cut 
all salaries by five 
per cent and seek 
suspension of the 
PPF "until such 
time as increases 
mirror enhanced 
productivity".

It also seeks "full 
and proper utiliza-
tion of all rede-
ployed staff". Which 
is clearly an attempt 
to reclaim the pay-
ments the company 
was forced to make 
when workers relo-
cated to the new 
printing plant in jobs as Newspapers 

attempted to break the 
unions and increase 
profits.

In the Irish Times, 
RTE and the Irish 
Independent the boss-
es are now using the 
excuse of September 
11th to attack working 
conditions and cut 
jobs.

on the numbers of 
freelances.

and not very retrain-
able.

During the redun-
dancy process a pro-
gramme of simultane-
ous recruitment of 
younger, cheaper staff 
is suggested.

Parallels are drawn 
between the way Eir-
com operates its call 
centres and how its 
directory 
competitor 
Europe.

All of Conduit's 
1,500 staff are con-
tract workers on aver-
age salaries between 
£12,000 and £13,500.

Their employment 
conditions far worse 
than Eircom's.

The civil servants 
cannot be laid off as 
they enjoy security of 
tenure in their jobs 
under the 1983 
Telecommunications 
Act.

Workers who joined 
Telecom or Eircom 
since 1984 do not 
enjoy this status.

The privatisation of 
Ericom has meant that 
Fat Cats like O'Reilly 
can run rampant over 
workers rights.

Irish 
Times, the Indepen-
dent group isn't even 
pretending to have 
cash crisis, they are 
simply cynically tak- 

by ing a opportunity to 
attack their staff.

"Wapping without 
tears" was the phrase 
used by an Indepen-
dent group executive 
Gavin O'Reilly to 
describe the group's 
move to a new print-
ing press last year.

The 'rationalisa-
tion' of the newspaper 
industry has long 
been an aspiration of 
the Irish media boss-
es.

In Ireland print and 
media workers had 
avoided the worst 
attacks of the Mur-
doch style press in 
Britain, where hun-
dreds of printers and 
journalists lost their

There was plenty of 
cash for the directors who 
have seen their pay rise 
an 160 per cent between 
1996 and 2000, to £2.7 
million.

Journalists spoke of 
complete shock at the 
announcement, but shock 
ha. turned to anger.

This figure does not 
include the '0 workers at 
Ircland.com who are 
employed by a different 
company.

Further losses have been

EASONS could 
face industrial 
action in the com-
ing weeks 
because it has 
refused to pay 
staff 2 per cent 
pay rise due under 
the PPF.

The Labour Court 
decided Easons did not 
have to pay the increase 
because this "could 
undermine the position 
of the company to such 
an extent as to further 
the risk to competitive-
ness and employment".

The report states 
that many of these 
workers could be 
replaced by "cus-
tomer service repre-
sentatives" at salaries 
of £12,000.

Valentia has drawn 
up a detailed profile of 
the Eircom workers 
who have civil service 
status. They have an 
average of 24.5 years 
service and have an 
age profile of 42.5 
years.

They are regarded 
by the authors of the 
report as expensive

CIRCULATION of 
the Irish Times 
has been increas-
ing over recent 
years, and the 
September fig-
ures were partic-
ularly good so it 
came as a mas-
sive shock to 
staff when they 
were informed by 
Management that 
over 250 redun-
dancies were 
planned.

Irish Times editor 
Conor Brady went on 
Morning Ireland and said 
"We are talking about tak-
ing people out."

''Taking out" means up 
to one in three jobs are to 
go.

The company is even 
claiming it may not be 
able to” afford a decent 
redundancy package.

Brady's claim that 
every level of the compa-
ny will feel the pain is as 
vacuous as a dentist say-
ing "This hurts me almost 
as much as it hurts you."
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Civil liberties under attack

Worker
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For a Workers' Republic and International Socialism^Op

Anybody standing up against oppression, 
persecution or poverty in repressive countries 
could be defined as "terrorist" and detained.

New Labour has continually scapegoated 
asylum seekers, and these laws will give it 
more power to do so. John Wadham, director of 
the Liberty civil rights group, denounced Blun-
kett's new plans to lock people up without trial 
or legal process as "a fundamental violation of 
our rights.

"Arbitrary detention, locking someone up 
in-definitely without trial or any hope of 
release, is wrong in principle."

Hundreds of innocent people were locked 
up without charge when the government intro-
duced internment in 1971.

This is not just the British government 
across the EU governments arc attempting to 
agree new security measures against any acts 
with the aim of "seriously altering or destroy-
ing the political, economic or social structures 
of countries".

That would make everyone on the 300,000- 
strong protest against the G8 summit in Genoa 
in July into a criminal.

Civil liberties group Statewatch warned 
against such a policy, saying, "If it is intended 
to slip in by the back door draconian measures 
to control political dissent it will only serve to 
undermine the very freedoms and democracies 
legislators say they are protecting." 

INTEBHM

TONY BLAIR’S government, is 
ramming through new emer-
gency powers that will destroy 
our civil liberties.

British Home secretary David Blunkett 
declared a state of emergency so that he 
could opt out of the Human Rights act and 
detain suspected foreign terrorists without 
charge.

Those detained would not be allowed to 
have a trial in public. Instead they would be 
tried in secret by a high court judge.

The home secretary would also be able to 
turn down asylum claims from anyone suspect-
ed of having associations with terrorists.

Blunkett said he "didn't give a damn" about 
the numbers who could be locked up under his 
viscious new law.
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Bomber Blair

New Labour introduced the Terrorist Act 
earlier this year.

It outlawed 21 organisations and widened 
the definition of terrorism to include the "use 
or threat of action" against property in Britain 
or abroad to advance a "political, religious or 
ideological cause".
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