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PAGE 10 SOCIALIST WORKER

MIDDLE EAST CONFERENCE
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Anti-capitalists

THE PACKED lec-
ture hall could
have been any-
where in the world.
Hundreds of thou-
sands of people
have taken part in
similar meetings,
counter-confer-
ences and teach-
ins to build an
international anti-
capitalist move-

ment.

Whar was crucial about
the World Forum on the
WTO in Beirut in Lebanon
in November was that for
the first ime the anti-capi-
talist movement had come
1o the Middie East

As US cluster bombs
fell on  Afghanistan,
activists from all over the
waorld met to discuss build-
ing a movement o resist
war and globalisation.

At least 800 people
crowded into the opening
rally 1o hear José Bové and
Ahmed Ben Bella. one of
the leaders of the great
struggles against French
colonial rule in Algeria.

There were differing
views about the WTO at the
conference. and dcbates
about the way forward.

Ben Bella summed up
the mood of many of the
Arzb actvists when he told
the crowd, "We know that
the WTO is enly meeting in
Qatar because it is afraid to
mezt anywhere else.

*“We peed to organise a
movement which is capable
of throwing the WTO out of
the Middle East as well.”

Movement

Kanj Hamade, onc of
the organising team for the
conference, says, "As socon
as we found out that the
WTO was going to mect in
Qatar, we began organising
to oppose it. and to stop 1t
meeting in the Arab world.

“Everybody in Lebanon
knows about the anti-glob-
alisation movement. People
are really interested in the
fight against international
capitalism and the multina-
ticmal’

Julia, another student
activist on the organising
ream. ad, “We organised
meeting:. and events in dif-
ferent universitics o tell
students about the isiues of
the conference. We sct up
an exhibition called ‘Glob-
alisation and Terrorism’,
with pictures and films.

“We have been showing
the video of Scattle, and the
BEC programme ahout
Aricl Sharon and the mas-
sacre of Palestinians in the
Sahra and Shatilla refupec
camps.”

The conference crested
a space for activists across
the Middle East to meet,
dcbatc and organise togeth-
:r. Human rights campaign-
ers, trade unionists and anti-
clobalisation activists from
“unisia, Egypt, Palestine,

v

Iraq and Syria all took part
alongside delegations from
India, Africa, Europe and
the US.

Trade unions represent-
ing agricultural workers
from Lebanon's impover-
ished south organised three
buses to the opening session
of the conference.

For many of these
groups the debates of those
few days have been a rare
chance to meet and discuss
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There were protests across the globe against the WTO
including this one in Thailand

ideas and tactics openly. As
a Synian student explained,
"It is extremely difficult for
us to organise. Our situation
is full of contradictions.

“We have come to the
conference to show our
opposition to globalisation,
but one of Syria's leading
economists, who advises
the govcrnment, has also
been invited to speak.

“We know that we can't
rely on people like that to

stop globalisation."

Members of the Anti-
Globalisation Group from
Syria electrified the atmos-
phere when they announced
that the Syrian government
had rejected the WTO and
called for demonstrations in
Damascus against the meet-
ing in Qatar.

One of the group's
activists took the micro-
phone to announce, “We
have to Jeave the conference

War on the world's poor

THE WAR on
Afghanistan dominat-
many of the
debates within the
conference.

Kanj explained why,
for many activists in the
Middle East, resisting
the war and resisting
globalisation are part of
the same struggle:

“People are conscious
that there is a link between
the anti-capitalist struggle,
the struggle in Palestine and
the resistance to the war
against Afghanistan,

“All of these things arc
different expressions of the
same capitalist and imperial-
ist system."

Heather is a student from
the US, and a Jong-standing
activist in the altemmative
media.

She believes that cam-
paigners in the US have a Jot
tn lewrn from people in the

Middle East: "This confer-
ence has been a real eye-
opener.

‘“Many of my friends in
the US don't make the con-
nection between the issues of
oil, war and anti-capitalism.

“People here have been
working on linking up the
anti-capitalist movement and
the anti-war movement."

Many people in the con-
ference argued that the war
on Afghanistan is part of a
wider war on all the world's

poor.

Glcbalisation is wrecking
the lives of millions across
the Middle East.

Samer Hussein is on the
executive commitiee of the
Lebanese farm workers' union.

"Globalisation  creates
unemployment all over the
world," he said. "In Lebanon
the government is privatising

telephone system and the
airlines,

“There are plans to priva-

tise the state electricity com-

pany. This is an organisation

which employs 20,000 peo-
le

-+ “The average size of a
Lebanese family is five peo-
ple. So that's 100,000 people
depending on those jobs, and
100,000 people who won't be
able to buy food or drink if
those jobs are cut."

It is clear that being part
of an international movement
has inspired people across the
Middle East. As Samer
explained, T know people in
Europe are opposed to glob-
alisation.

"1 saw the demonstrations
in Genoa, Madrid and Brus-
sels on satellite TV. Globali-
sation affects everybody,
whether they live in the North
or the South,

“The war on Afghanistan
means thal il is more urgent
than ever to build on that feel-
ing of intemnational solidari-
ty.”

meet in Beirut

because we need to be oul
on the streets with our peo-
ple who are demonstrating.

“We invite everyone
here to come and help us
bring Seattle to Damascus."

United
battle

MANY activists
stressed the impor-
tance of using the
example of cam-
paigns in other
countries to put an
alternative to the
barrage of propa-
ganda from the WTO.

The World Forum on the
WTO shows that there is a
new generalion emerging
across the Middle East
which feels part of the anti-
capitalist movement,

Kurdish activists handed
out a newspaper at the con-
ference written by young
people in Sulaymaniyyeh in
Iragi Kurdistan.

Organised

Underneath a picture of
the anti-capitalist protest in
Prague last year there were
articles discussing the mave-
ment against globalisation.
Mectings about the war on
Afghanistan have been
organised in a number of dif-
ferent universities,

The video from the
protests at the G8 summit in
Genea will be shown along-
side exhibitions of pictures
from the anti-war demon-
strations in London.

The impact of the
debates at the conference
has gone far beyond the
numbers who  actually
attended.

Scveral of the debates
were shown live on
Lebanese and Arab TV, and
the final declaration of the
conference was printed in
the major newspapers.

There is a new sensc of
hope.
As a student activist said
to massive applause during
the final session of the con-
ference, “Capitalists in the
Middle East and in Europe
are all part of the same sys-
tem.

“What we need is a
movement of workers' unity
across the world to smash
this whole rotten system,"

Treaty.

" Globalise Resistance builds for Brussels protestN

The European Trade Union Congress has called for
neo-liberal corporate and military agenda that is bein

gislation that would equate anti-globalisation

people to mobillse against the
g set in Europe since the Nice

The next EU summit takes place on December 13/14 In Brussels.

The EU is following the same agenda as the WTO — prioritising the interests of cor-
porate profits over our environment, workers' rights and public services.

The EU is also planning to pass new le
protestors with terrorists.

Globalise Reslistance is organising transport

Contact Globalise Resistance:

E-mall globalise_resistance@yahoo.com or telepho

v 00900’»0““"‘;“...

Diary
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24-25 Nov Media
Skil's Weekend Workshop
Practical media and commu-
nication skills for campaigners
contact Comhldmh 01-
4783490

| Dec 3.30pm

discussion with All Halimeh,
delegate general of Palestine
in Ireland - Mansion House,
Dublin - organised by PANA
| Dee

Stop Esso Day - Contact
Earthwatch for details of
protest on 01 478 5100

3 Dec
Anti-Bin Tax protest City
Hall, Dublin 087 9090166
8Dec  5pm

Screening of “Injustice’ - Irish
Film Centre, 6 Eustaca Street,
Temple Bar, Dublin - followed
by Q&A with families and
fim-maker - Bookings: 01
679 3477

7 Dec

Anti-Racism Gig

The Point, Dublin - artists
include Christy Moore,
Sinéad O'Connor, Cora Venus
Lunny, Afro-Celt Sound Sys-
tem, juliet Turner, Frances
Black, Luka Bloom, Méire
Brennan, Kila and Métisse -
contact Amnasty 01 -
677636

13 Dec

European trade unions
protest at EU summit Brus-
sels, Belgium.

14 Dec

Global peace & justice
protesc at EU summie
Coneact Globalise Resistance
086 4098186

- weekly stall - Saturdays
Waterford

24 Nov 3pm

National demonstration at
Shannen Alrport against
Irish involvement in the
war - buses going from
Dubbn - contact 087
9890330

27 Nov I-dpm
Teach-in Aganst the War -
Trinity College - Contcs
087 7955013

30 Nov I12noon

Mill Street Garda station,
Galway - Indictment
against Bertie Ahern for
aiding and aberting crimes
of violence against women
- contact 091 565430

| Dec

National Demenstration
against the war

Assemble Garden of
Remembrance, Dublin at
2.30pm

087 9850330

Upcoming event?
Tell us: 01 8722682

swp@clubi.ie
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