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NO REFUELLING AT SHANNON

GEORGE BUSH is dragging the world to war. He is using
the terrible terrorist attack on the US to bring even more
killing and suffering to the people of Afghanistan.

But even then Bush’s war will not end. He wants to attack
any state such as Iraq or Libyia that the US does not like.

Bertie Ahern has no right to drag us into this war. After
the Omagh bombing he did not support calls for the bomb-
ing of Irish towns which might “harbour terrorists”.

So why is he now handing over Irish airports to US
bombers who will bring terrible suffering to the poor of
Afghanistan?

This is
what the

target
looks likeBUSH’S



★
During the
summer TDs
managed to

sneak through anoth-
er pay rise for them-
selves.

Long service
allowances mean TDs
now receive £52,089
a year. Bertie Ahern's
pay packet now
stands at £143,130.

★
THE WORLD
Bank is not
content with

ignoring criticism from
outside.

It is silencing dis-
sent from within. It has
just launched discipli-
nary action against
one of its most pub-
lished economists,
William Easterly, after
he wrote an article in
the Financial Times.

In it he said that the
World Bank and IMF's
"aid programmes" to
developing countries
"have all failed to
attain the desired
results". He continued,
"It is little wonder that
protestors have
demonstrated so
vehemently against
the international
organisations."
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FOLLOWING THE horrific
events in America,
Northern Ireland's only
Islamic centre was
attacked.

Jummal, who works at the
centre said, "We have been
receiving threatening e-mails
and faxes from people who are
obviously distraught by the
events in America.

"Members of the Muslim
community have been ringing

us to ask for advice and help
because they are very scared
of revenge attacks on them."

Threats
The Islamic Centre in Dublin

has also been receiving death
threats.

Nothing at all to do with the
Evening Herald's campaign to
find an Irish link with the Bin
Laden gang.

★Over 100 peo-
ple turned out
for Charlie

Haughey's 75th
Birthday party. In atten-
dance were Dermot
Desmond and John
Byrne, both friends and
financial backers to the
crook of Kinseally.

The Sunday Tribune
said the party "was like
a flash back to the lav-
ish and flamboyant
days of 1980s." The
exuberance was pre-
sumably helped by the
fact that Haughey has
just sold his estate for
£35 million.

IN THE build up to
war radio and
music television
stations are cen-
soring the music
they play.

Programme directors
at Clear Channel
Communications, which
owns 1,200 radio sta-
tions across America,
have banned over 150
songs. Tracks relating to
explosions, terrorism,
airplanes, skyscrapers,
New York, the Middle

East and even the day
Tuesday are banned. 

Songs on the list
include Frank Sinatra's
"New York, New York,"
and Simon and
Garfunkel's "Bridge
Over Troubled Water."
And John Lennon's
"Imagine".

Slick
Though noticeably it

was acceptable for for-
mer Contra supporter

Neil Young to sing the
song on the slick holly-
wood fundraiser TV spe-
cial.

BBC radio produced
as a similar list, includ-
ing Childrens TV's Bob
the Builder!

MTV banned a num-
ber of songs too. A
spokesman for the sta-
tion said that playing
"really inoffensive music
was the key for us." 

The last entry on the
Clear Channel banned
list reads "and everything

Islamic centre attacked

A consultant has
described the
CIE signaling
scandal as "the
greatest cock-up
of the century",
which is only a
mild exaggera-
tion.

The new signaling
system for CIE cost £36
million more than
expected. 

Modern Networks
Limited was the compa-
ny who won the con-
tract. 

Strangely after the
overspend, six members
of CIE top brass ended
up leaving CIE for cushy
jobs with MNL. 

Along the way to
installing the signal
cables MNL helpfully
put down cables for
Denis O'Brien's ESAT.
Ploughing ESAT's cable
ahead of the CIE's own
cable meant that they
had to re-handle and dig
the trenches for their
own cable. 

The cost was an extra
£8m but no-one
appeared to be counting.
It took four years for the
"managers" to respond
to queries from their
own Rail Inspection
Officers about it.

CIE 's response at
every turn was to
employ consultants. 

One of the consul-
tant's, Leslie Buckley,
bill for eight months
work was initially
£50,000 but subsequent-
ly it rose an additional
£280,000 plus VAT.

The report was 30
pages long. 

Leslie Buckley
worked for ESAT while
he produced his report. 

He later became
Chief Executive of the
company.

Imploded
As the Mini CTC pro-

ject imploded CIE went
to town and hired two
more consultants to tell
them what had gone

wrong. 
The first set of con-

sultants informed them
that projects like this
often went 100 per cent
over budget, there was
no need to panic. 

The second lot
increased this to 150 per
cent and suggested the
best way to sort it all out

would be to put together
a new contract worth
£58.5 million (400 per
cent over the original
budget). 

In 1995 CIE
employed Ray "Rambo"
Byrne as Head of
Projects.

While he didn't
mange to notice the

overspending on the sig-
naling project he did
have time to work as
consultant for ESAT. 

Happily, after his res-
ignation from the com-
pany, CIE are still enjoy-
ing the benefits of
Byrne's expertise — you
guessed it, as a consul-
tant.

The CNN
named Adnan
Bukhari and
Ameer Bukhari
as two of the
pilots who
c r a s h e d
planes into the
World Trade
Centre.

Florida
It turned out

that Adnan
Bukhari lives in
Florida where
he was on the
day of the attack
and Ameer
Bukhari died in
a small plane
over a year ago.

They also
named another
man who is liv-
ing in Egypt,
and who only
found out about
the allegation
when he saw his
photograph on
CNN.

CNN lies
again

Consultants, ESAT and
the signaling scam

Imagine there's no music

Masters
of war

NEW EVIDENCE about the
wrongful conviction of black
activist Mumia Abu Jamal in
the US has come to light.

Mumia faces the death
penalty.

Now a court stenographer-
reporter who worked in the
court during Mumia's original
trial in 1982, heard by Judge
Sabo, has issued a sworn affa-
davit. It reads, "I, Terri Maurer-
Carter, declare:

"In 1982, a few months after I
started working at the Court of
Common Pleas, I was sent to a
court-room different than that I

usually worked in.
"I went through the ante-

room on my way to that court-
room where Judge Sabo and
another person were engaged
in conversation. Judge Sabo
was discussing the case of
Mumia Abu-Jamal.

"During the course of that
conversation, I heard Judge
Sabo say, 'Yeah, and I'm going
to help them fry the nigger.'

"There were three people
present when Judge Sabo
made that remark, including
myself."

Injustice Judge Sabo

by Rage Against the
Machine". 

AS THE financial
markets went into
freefall after the
attacks on
Washington and
New York, one part
of the global econ-
omy is booming:
Arms dealers.

Shares in Arms
manufacturers rocket-
ed as America built up
for war. 

The huge Raytheon
company which makes
cruise missiles and has
a plant in Derry saw its
share price increase by
21 per cent. 

The world's total
weapon bill is $800
billion every year, 40
per cent of which is
spent by the US gov-
ernment.

★
G I A N T
MULTINA-
T I O N A L

Coca-Cola isn't
content with being
one of the biggest
firms in the world.

It has launched a
new campaign called
"H2No", aimed at
people in restaurants
who choose to drink
plain tap water. Coca-
Cola moans that
many American
restaurants face "a
high water incidence
rate".

Reduce

It wants restaurant
workers to "reduce
tap water incidence".
Coca-Cola advises
restaurant workers to
suggest "a profitable
beverage in place of
water to the customer
during the ordering
process".

It explains that
using the kit should
result in "higher prof-
its for the restau-
ran t " . Inc iden ta l l y,
Coca-Cola markets
bottled water in coun-
tries like Mexico.

CIE scandal
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T H E IRISH govern-
ment has given the
US military full access
to Irish airpor ts to re-
fuel planes as they go
to drop bombs on
Afghanistan.

The majority of the Irish
people voted against the
N ice Treaty in order to
defend neutrality. But this has
not stopped Ahern associat-
ing us with a new war.

Socialists have con-
demned the indiscriminate
terrorist bombing which
killed thousands of people in
New York.

Killings

But support for the US war
effort will only lead to more
killings and more terrorist
actions in response.

Despite its talk about bring-
ing people to justice, the US is
acting without the mandate of
any international body.

It is pretending that it is the
world's super cop.

The real victims will be the
poor of Afghanistan who have
already suffered more than
enough.

When the US last tried to
bomb Bin Laden in 1998, they
killed 20 innocent Afghans —
but no one held a day of mourn-

ing or called for justice for their
families.

This time around thousands
may lose their lives after the US
deputy defence secretary Paul
Wolfowitz said his mission was
to "end states".

But the consequences will
not simply stop at Afghanistan.

George Bush has proclaimed
a new kind of war that will not
be confined to "surgical strikes"
with Cruise missiles.

He has made it clear that the
US is taking upon itself the right
to destroy any country it con-
siders a "rogue state".

After Afghanistan, it may be
Iraq. After Iraq it may be Libya.
And after all these it may even-
tually lead to new conflicts with
Russia or China.

It is time to call a halt to this
madness and build an anti-war
movement.

The mainstream media have
been whipping up the war hyste-
ria — but tens of thousands of
people want no retaliation.

Just as the conventional
politicians were out of touch
over the N ice Treaty, they are
once again misreading the mood
when they act as poodles for
George Bush.

We make a special appeal to
readers of Socialist Worker to
exert every effort to build a
mass anti-war movement that
can link up with the many other
peace movements emerging
around the world.
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what we think

A  L A RG E anti-war
movement is star ting
to take shape in the
US. But its activities
are not being repor t-
ed by the media.

● Judy Keane lost her hus-
band Richard in the World
Trade C entre . She called a
peace vigil in Wethersfield
Connecticut and some 5,000
people turned up to hear her
say, "The W TC attacks was in
retaliation for something else
and that was in retaliation for
something else. Are we going
to continue this to perpetuity?"

● Over 100 colleges partic-
ipated in a National Student
Day of Action against War on
September 20th. 30,00 joined
the protests in Berkeley, the
centre of the original anti-Viet-
nam war movement. Several
hundred others were involved
in Harvard.

● A coalition led by Martin
Sheen, Harry Belafonte and
Rosa Parkes, the civil rights
campaigners from the sixties,

issued a major statement saying
war "will spark a cycle of esca-
lating violence, the loss of inno-
cent lives and new acts of ter-
rorism".

● The National Councils of
Churches in the US has also
come out against war.

● September 30th will see
a major peace demonstration

in Washington. This replaces a
huge anti-capitalist demo
against the IMF and World Bank
after they cancelled their sum-
mit.

Build the anti
war movement

Anti-War Movement grows in US

O UR RU LERS want to use the
outrage in A merica to crack
down on our civil rights. They
want to target all centres of
dissent.

One of the principal targets is the
anti-capitalist movement which has
been growing in support since the
Genoa protests in July.

C rackdown

The German prime minister Ger-
hard Shroeder has even claimed that
"protests against world trade organisa-

tions in the present context have a vio-
lent intent".

N ow the US and the E U are trying
to rush through special laws to clamp-
down on all our civil rights.

In the US plans are being drawn up for
greater surveillance of phones and emails
and even the introduction of compulsory
"smart cards" which allow the state to mon-
itor everyone.

In the EU, the right to political asylum is
being removed for any political dissenters
within its borders. Instead of legal proce-
dures, extradition will be automatic.

In the past republican prisoners who
escaped custody in Northern Ireland could
argue for some sanctuary in the South. But

the new measures remove this.
More ominously the EU leaders are also

working on a new definition of terrorism.
According to the Irish Times they are

working on a broad definition that includes
activities aimed at "seriously altering the
political, economic and social structures" of
more than one country.

This definition could in some cir-
cumstances mean that socialists, anti-
capitalists and environmentalists
could be labelled as " terrorists" and
subject to imprisonment.

This is the real meaning of talk about
"war of a new kind".

Fighting the war hysteria is now part and
parcel of defending basic liberties.

Defend you civil rights

Marxism 2001
Global crisis, Global resistance

Vincent Browne Eamonn McCann Chris Harman
Jonathan Neale John Gormley Kieran Allen 

Bernadette McAliskey Luke Choto Brendan Ogle
Brian Manning Marnie Holborow Andy Storey

Highlights:

● Intifada: Can Palestine be liberated? ● No Logo - Naomi
Klein and the tyranny of brands ● Green and Red: Do they

mix? ● Colombia, FARC and the US ● After Genoa and
Washington: Direct Action and the Anti Capitalist movement
● Cuba: The last island of socialism? ● The revolt last time:

Forum on the sixties ● Islamic Fundamentalism: The new
enemy? ● Antonio Negri and the rise of Autonomism ●

Anarchism: An alternative to Marxism? ● Picasso, art and
revolution ● Bush, Kyoto and Global warming

Tickets £12 waged £8 unwaged
Tickets and full programme from (01) 872 2682 or from 
Marxism 2001, PO Box 1648, Dublin 8

What you can do
● Order anti-war petitions from Socialist Worker or
other anti-war organisations and take it around your
workplace.
● Support the peace protests that are organised in
many towns on September 30th, in conjunction with
major protests in the US.
● Organise a public meeting in your town with speakers
from groups such as the Green Party, C N D, Socialist
Worker and Afri to launch an anti-war activist group.
★ For any assistance on these activities ring our
anti-war desk on (01) 872 2682 or email
swp @ clubi.ie.
You can make a difference. We need your help.

Protest rally in New York
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THE PICKET of
the Holy Cross
primary school in
north Belfast
continues. Since
the first day of
school in Sep-
tember, hundreds
of children have
run a gauntlet of
hatred to get to
school.

Now teachers from
schools in East and West
Belfast have started a
petition calling on the
teaching unions to act
immediately.

Unions

Mark, a teacher at a
state school in East
Belfast said, "The scenes
in North Belfast are hor-
rible to see. We are call-
ing on the teachers
unions to act now to stop
the daily harassment of
kids. The unions are the
only mass organisations
that can bring this about".

John, a teacher in west
Belfast agreed, "I have
been getting a great
response from the teach-
ers at my school. In two
hours we got over 110
signatures, I had Catholic
and Protestant teachers
stopping me in the car
park trying to sign the
petition."

Meanwhile controver-
sy about an urban regen-
eration grant for the
Glenbryn area - where
the protests occurred -
has highlighted how all
the main parties play the
sectarian card.

A grant of £8.7 mil-
lion has been made avail-
able to the area by the
DUP Social Service Min-
ister Maurice Morrow.

Morrow has little
sympathy with Catholic
areas in North Belfast
and allocated few grants
to these areas. 

Funds

But instead of arguing
that all areas of North
Belfast needed a massive
injection of funds, Sinn
Fein issued a statement
claiming that their areas
had a better case to
receive the grant than
Glenbryn.

But instead of looking
out for "our poor", what
is really needed is a unit-
ed movement of Catholic
and Protestants to tackle
poverty in the area.

A recent report from

the Northern Housing
Executive estimated that
1,750 houses would need
to be built in North
Belfast to handle the
severe housing shortage

and that £135 million
would need to be spent to
bring the housing in
north Belfast up to a hab-
itable state.

The report also said

that the waiting lists for
housing in north Belfast
is among the worst in the
country. Over 46 per cent
of those needing housing
urgently are families.

What is desperately
needed is open opposi-
tion to both bigotry at
Holy Cross and the
poverty from which it
feeds.
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Eamonn 
McCann

From the media response it almost
seemed John Hume hadn't so much
resigned as party leader as been
assumed into heaven.

The choruses of praise were led byDublin politi-
cians and commentators, depicting the departing
SDLP chief as a man of vision who had transformed
the Irish political landscape and brought us to the
brink of peace.

In fact, Hume's popularity with Leinster House
politicians is mainly based on a different and more
obvious consideration: throughout his career he has
held rigidly to the principle that events in the North
should not be allowed to disturb the political tran-
quility of the South.

The possibility of the Northern conflict creating
instability across theborder and radicalising a sec-
tion of the population has been among the abiding
fears of establishment Dublin politicians since the
onset of the civil rights movement more than 30
years ago. Hume has consistently helped salve
these anxieties.

Suggestions in the 1960s and '70s that the fight
against sectarianism and discrimination called for
active opposition in the South to sectarian  laws —
-the ban on divorce, for example — and discrimina-
tion against Travellers were resolutely opposed by
Hume and the faction which coalesced around the
emerging SDLP. Neither Hume nor his party made
any intervention in the first divorce referendum in
1986 when their involvement might have helped
turned the tide.

Enthralled
It's said by some that the mainstream Dublin par-

ties, and even the machinery of government in the
South, became so enthralled by Hume that, effec-
tively, he dictated their line on the North. The ex-
Foreign Affairs official Eamon Delaney, in his book
"An Accidental Diplomat", tells that in the 1980s the
Department's headquarters on Stephens' Green
operated almost as "a branch office of the SDLP".

But, of course, looked at in another perspective,
the same facts show the SDLP as a branch office of
whatever party was in office in the South. On both
sides of the border, that is, the SDLP under Hume
was a force for conservatism. It is this, more than
any other consideration, which made Hume hugely
popular around Leinster House.

Hume's specific achievement was to modernise
conservative Nationalism at a time when it seemed
on the edge of irrelevancy. He hitched the fortunes
of Northern Nationalists not only to right-wing polit-
ical leaders in Dublin but also to EU bureaucrats
and Washington power-brokers. He was in tune with
the reality of the capitalist world order in the late
20th century in a way which the old Nationalist
Party of Eddie McAteer had never aspired to or, in
all liklihood, understood.

After the pattern of his relationship with Dublin,
this involved the adoption of a wholly uncritical atti-
tude to the policies of successive US administra-
tions. Hume held that it would be wrong-headed of
anyone perceived as representing the Nationalist
community to risk alienating a powerful potential
ally by taking a particular clear stand on an issue of
vital importance to the US.

Since the announcement of his resignation,
Hume has been presented as something of an
internationalist. And, true, he was a jet-set politi-
cian, frequently flitting between continents. But he
was the polar opposite of an internationalist in the
far more important sense of discouraging his fol-
lowers from putting local problems in a global con-
text.

In a phrase more telling than he may have
intended, Tom McGurk in the Sunday Business Post
described Hume as "a social democrat who dis-
dained ideology".

The obvious riposte is that if he eschewed ideol-
ogy, wherein lay the social democracy?

In fact, Hume's most significant achievement
marked him out as a Nationalist pure and simple.
The aim and end result of his dialogue with Gerry
Adams was the construction of the all-class alliance
which formalised the dependent relationship of
Northern Nationalists of both militant and moderate
persuasions with outside, establishment interests.

This relationship was necessarily predicated on
Nationalist workers shelving all class demands.
Small wonder he was so valued  by green capital-
ism.

John Hume’s
Assumption

Holy Cross 

Teachers organise
to oppose bigotry

Belfast Agreement in disarray
THE BELFAST
Agreement is once
again moving from
crisis to crisis.Trim-
ble has put down a
resolution to
remove Sinn Fein
from the Executive.
He has threatened
to leave himself if it
is not passed.
He is also working
with Paisley on polic-
ing. He wants to use
the UUP positions on
the police board to
stall and prevent any
reforms to the RUC.

Obstruct 

Their intention is
to use the police
board to obstruct
even the watered-
down reforms sug-
gested in the imple-
mentation plan.

The SDLP has
declared that it will
use its position to
ensure that the
reforms are carried

through. The result is
bound to be repeated
crises.

Trimble and Pais-
ley are clearly hoping
to increase pressure
on Sinn Fein to deliv-
er IRA decommis-
sioning, especially in
the wake of the New
York and Washington
attacks.

The US envoy,
Richard Haass, who
visited Ireland last
week said that the
Bush administration
would not tolerate
republican links to
"thugs, drug runners"
and terror groups
across the globe.

Haass said he
had told Sinn Fein
that the US was
deeply concerned
about the Colombian
connection, "I made it
categorically clear
the US had very big
interests in Colom-
bia" and warned Sinn
Fein to sever all links

with groups like the
FARC.

Haass also said
he had "disturbing
reports" about con-
nections with the
Turkish Hunger strik-
ers.

Sinn Fein's Alex
Maskey was part of a
delegation who visit-
ed the hunger strik-
ers in Turkey last
week.

Sinn Fein's reluc-
tance to challenge
the US's hypocrisy
over issues like
Colombia and human
rights in Turkey is
now coming back to
haunt them.

Death squads

The US is backing
a government in
Colombia which has
employed death
squads against left
wing opponents.

The US is also the
main backer of the

military regime in
Turkey, whose crack-
down on political
activists provoked the
year-long hunger
strike by political pris-
oners and their rela-
tives.

Instead of chal-
lenging the US's
hypocrisy, Sinn Fein
have been running
for cover, fearful of
upsetting the mainly
right-wing Irish busi-
ness and political
lobby in Washington,
who they believe
have given them
access to the White
House.

Sinn Fein's Gerry
Kelly merely said that
the party "has no
case to answer"
about Colombia.
Gerry Adams has
delayed his planned
visit to Cuba.

Running the gaunlet at Holy Cross school
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THE WORLD is
facing its most
serious recession
in decades—and it
started before the
terrorist attacks
on America.

George Bush and the
media have been trying
shift the blame for the
chaos of the system onto
one man: Osama Bin
Laden. 

But last August the top
business magazine, the
Economist, announced
that “global industrial
production had fallen at
an annual rate of 6 per
cent in the first half of
2001. Welcome to the
first global recession of
the 21st Century”.

On Friday September
7th, four days before the
terrorist attack, the
Financial Times noted
that “the slowdown in the
United States has had a
savage effect on those
countries which had
come to depend on it as
an export market through
the boom years”.

Recession

It pointed out that
countries like Mexico
and Taiwan were already
in recession because of
the downturn in invest-
ment.

Most of the stockbro-
ker economists who
appear on the Irish media
have tried to lull people
into a  false sense of
security claiming that the

Celtic Tiger would go
on for ever.

But one accountancy
firm Pricewaterhouse
Coopers wrote in October
1999 that

“The years 2000-2002
will represent the single
most profound period of
economic and business
change that the world has
ever seen, not unlike the

industrial revolution but
much faster—e speed.”

That change has
already begun with sav-
age job cuts that will dev-
astate the lives of mil-
lions who were encour-
aged to take out big debts
during the booms years.

Boeing International
set the headline figure
when it announced
30,000 job cuts globally.  

All the main computer
companies, which have
invested in Ireland, are
also planning more job
cuts.

Profits

The wealthy made
enormous profits in the
past few years. But now
they want to off-load the
costs of the recession
onto working people.
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‘Welcome to
the first global
recession of the
21st century’

—Economist

Straight from the horses mouth: HOW THE
BUBBLE
BURST

The US economy
has been the
motor which has
driven the world
economy through-
out the nineties.

The Celtic Tiger, for
example, grew in the slip-
stream of the US boom
because American compa-
nies needed a platform
inside the EU to export
their goods.

But the boom in the US
rested on a number of
shaky foundations.

US employers were
more successful than their
counterparts elsewhere in
attacking workers condi-
tions. 

Until 1997 real wages
were lower than they were
in 1973. 

Job security was virtu-
ally abolished, as the num-
ber of job agency temps
grew by nearly 19 per cent
in the mid nineties.

Employers came to
expect that they could get
higher and higher profits
through this super-
exploitation—but it was
not sustainable.

Secondly the US boom
was further stimulated by
stock market speculation. 

Household and compa-
nies borrowed enormously
in the expectation of big
returns from stocks and
shares and bought more
and more goods.

But the dot.com bubble
finally burst and has now
left a huge debt hangover.

Lastly, the apparent
success of the US economy
sucked in foreign invest-
ment, attracted by the high
dollar and the expectations
of high returns. 

This led to a huge bal-
ance of trade deficit, which
was sustainable for as long
as the world capitalists
continued to believe in the
US success.

Today all these factors
are working in reverse. Just
as the US pulled up the
world economy in the
nineties, it now has the
potential to pull it down
dramatically. 

As it does so it reveals
the chaos and madness of
the whole system.

T H E ME D I A  and
mainstream politi-
cians speak of eco-
nomic crises as if
they are inevitable
natural disasters.

We cannot do anything
about them, they say, except
tighten our belts until they
pass (although you rarely see
them tighten their belts).

But the only thing that
makes crisis inevitable is the
capitalist organisation of
production.

It is based on rival groups
of capitalists competing to
make the biggest profits.
When for some reason the
profits are not as large as
they want, they shut whole
industries.

That means there is no
market for many of the
things being produced.

There is the absurdity of
absurdities, a crisis of over-
production in which millions
of people suffer while the
material goods that could
overcome their suffering go
to waste.

There is no need for any-
one to simply put up with
this state of affairs.

In Argentina there has
been a huge surge of militan-
cy in response to IMF
demands that workers
accept wage cuts and do
without social security to
bail out the economy.

Argentina’s workers are
setting an example to the
mass of people everywhere
in the world on how to
respond.

Every week thousands of
unemployed people are
blockading the roads.

The education system is
shut by strikes.

There have been repeat-
ed one-day and two-day gen-
eral strikes.

These protests are mak-
ing it very difficult for the
government to continue pla-
cating big business and the
international financiers.

And this begins to raise
the central question of who
runs the economy and in
whose interest.

Democratic

If working people con-
trolled the major centres of
production and ran them
through a system of democ-
ratic planning for human
need and not for profit, crisis
would be seen as a relic of a
prehistoric past.

Today there exists an
anti-capitalist movement
with supporters in every
part of the globe.

It has to carry the mes-
sage about an alternative to
the system to people every-
where who are being threat-
ened by the spreading eco-
nomic crisis.

THE MARKET for tele-
coms provides one
example of the mad-
ness that underlies
the present system.

In 1995, Bill Gates told
a meeting held in Ireland
that “bandwidth” (tele-
com transmission technol-
ogy) held the key to eco-
nomic success. 

He claimed that the
telecommunication in-
dustry would expand to
carry new internet facili-
ties to every home and
mobile phone.

The greed for profit
meant that this signal was
picked up across the
globe. 

Soon streets every-
where were dug up in a
headlong scramble to lay
as much fibre optic cable
as possible. 

Mobile phone compa-
nies paid out large sums
for licences to operate
“third generation” ser-
vices.

Between 1996 and
2001 banks advanced
$891 billion in loans to
telecom companies. 

Another $415 billion
came from the bond mar-
ket and $500 billion was
raised from stock markets. 

By 1999 half of all
European bank lending
was to telecom compa-

nies. 
According the

Financial Times “the
global financial system
became addicted to
fuelling this bonfire”.

Pressure

This led to an enor-
mous pressure for to get in
on the big profits. But as
every major company was
investing wildly in the
expectation of these high
returns, there was soon an
oversupply.

Now in 2001 the situa-
tion has become unsus-
tainable. 

According to the

Financial Times again,
“The enduring legacy

of all this money is a glut
in ‘bandwidth’ so great
that if the world’s six bil-
lion people were to talk
solidly on the telephone
for the next year, their
words would be transmit-
ted over the potential
capacity in a few hours.”

Suddenly, companies
found they were over-
committed and panic set
in. $3,800 billion has been
wiped off the stocks of
telecom operators and
manufacturers since
March 2000. 300,000 jobs
have already been cut and
another 200,000 are possi-

bly planned.
The world needs more

phones and more commu-
nication facilities.
Millions of people in
Africa have never used a
phone. 

Many working class
households do not have
Internet facilities.

But the capitalist
method of organising pro-
duction brings recession
because there is apparent-
ly an “over-supply” of
these facilities. 

In reality, the chaos is
the product of an
unplanned market based
system that is fuelled by
the greed for profits.

This is sheer madness

Resistance needed
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THE IRISH govern-
ment is backing the
US in its “war
against terrorism”.
But the record
shows US inter-
vention—whether it
is to defend “civili-
sation” or the “free
world”—has always
brought untold hor-
ror.

The war in Vietnam
killed over two million
civilians. During that war
the US dropped more
bombs on Vietnam’s neigh-
bour Cambodia than it did
on Japan and Germany dur-
ing the whole of the Second
World War.

The Khmer Rouge
emerged from the resulting
chaos and carnage. The US
then sided with that mur-
derous regime against
Vietnam. 

George Bush Sr ordered
the invasion of Panama in
December 1989. 

Dictator

It was supposedly to
stop the “evil” dictator
General Noriega, though he
had come to power with the
West’s blessing. Some
10,000 Panamanian civil-
ians were killed during the
invasion. Its real aim was to
secure continued US access
to the vital Panama Canal. 

A year later George
Bush Sr got United Nations
support for a US-led inva-
sion of Somalia in East
Africa. 

The country had been
wrecked by a terrible civil
war. Far from ending the
carnage, the US-led inter-
vention led to another
10,000 Somali deaths. 

The US initially hoped it
would be able to support
General Aidid, one of the
rival Somali warlords.

But when US heli-
copters attacked civilians it
drove Aidid, and many
ordinary Somalis, to
oppose the US presence.
US and UN troops
responded with a reign of
terror. 

Canadian and Belgian
troops have since been
charged with torturing
Somali civilians. 

Over 150,000 civilians
and conscripts were mur-
dered in the US-led war
against Iraq in 1991. 

Sanctions imposed by
the West since then have
killed over half a million
children. Former US secre-
tary of state Madeleine
Albright says that is “a
price worth paying”.

NATO’s bombing cam-
paign of Yugoslavia two
years ago was another dis-
aster in the name of fight-
ing a humanitarian war
against terrorism and rogue
states. 

Violence

It immediately acceler-
ated the violence in Kosovo
and triggered the mass exo-
dus of refugees it claimed it
was trying to avoid.

Fighting between
Serbian forces and the
Kosovo Liberation Army
led to 33,000 people a
month being driven from
their homes in Kosovo in
the three months before the
bombing started. 

During the bombing that
figure leapt to 250,000 a
month. 

NATO has not brought
peace to the Balkans. It is
now fuelling tensions in
Macedonia that could erupt
into all-out civil war.

Kosovo itself has been
largely “ethnically
cleansed” of its Serbian and
other minorities. Kosovans
have little say in what goes
on there. 

It is run as a NATO pro-
tectorate. 

GEORGE BUSH’S ad-
ministration is packed
full of terrorists and war
criminals. They include:

★
DICK CHENEY
Bush’s vice-presi-
dent was George

Bush Sr’s defence secretary
and zealously pushed for the
Gulf War against Iraq in 1991.

Cheney boasted about the
gruesome killing of Iraqis in
briefings to the US Congress.

He is a former member of
the board of arms giant TRW.
His wife, Lynn Cheney, until
recently sat on the board of
arms company Lockheed
Martin.

★
COLIN POWELL
Bush’s Secretary of
State is described

as a “dove” and a “peacemak-
er” in much of the press.

He is in fact a war criminal.
Powell helped to organise

the cover-up of the notorious
1969 My Lai massacre, when
US troops massacred 400
Vietnamese villagers.

In 1989 Powell helped lead
the US invasion of Panama.

As a leading general he
then oversaw the slaughter
during the 1991 Gulf War.

★
JOHN NEGRO-
PONTE The man
George Bush has

just made his ambassador to
the United Nations. Negro-
ponte was ambassador to

Honduras in the 1980s, and
was a central organiser of the
state death squads unleashed
against trade unionists and the
democratic opposition.

Negroponte had earlier
been the officer in charge of
Vietnam in the National
Security Council between
1971 and 1973.

★
R I C H A R D
ARMITAGE The US
Deputy Secretary of

State worked with Oliver
North, a key figure in aiding
the right wing Contra terrorists
in Nicaragua during the 1980s.

According to one account,
“His critics had alleged in the
past that he was the author of
the idea of using heroin to
weaken the fighting capability

of the Communists in Indo-
China and then in
Afghanistan.”

★
PAUL WOLFOWITZ
Bush’s deputy
defence secretary

was a key policy-maker under
US president Ronald Reagan
in the 1980s.

He summed up his philoso-
phy by saying, “We must
destroy states.”

★
ELLIOT ABRAMS A
“human rights spe-
cialist” for Bush’s

National Security Council.
He was Under-Secretary of

State under Ronald Reagan,
and was a principal organiser
of the Contra terror.

RESP O N D I N G to
war is now the key
question confront-
ing millions of peo-
ple across the world,
including the anti-
capitalist move-
ment.

When the IMF/World
Bank meeting in Washington
— that was set to be the
focus of the anti-capitalist
movement — was cancelled,
most of the movement in
the US switched to building
anti-war protests

Washington will see its
first major anti-war demon-
stration on September 29th,
the date of the original
IMF/World Bank summit.

Unfortunately the pres-
sure to rally around the flag
has affected some in the
movement.

The AFL-CIO, the major
union in America; the Sierra
C lub, an environmental
grouping; the Rukus Society,
a direct action network and
Friends of the Earth were
among those back-tracking.

They cancelled protests
and even suspended entire
campaigns because of the
terrorist attack.

Cancelled

The Sierra C lub
explained, “In response to
the attacks on America we
are shifting our communica-
tions strategy for the imme-
diate future.

“ We have taken all of our
ads off the air ; halted our
phone banks; removed any
material from the web that
people could perceive as
anti-Bush, and we are taking
other steps to prevent the
Sierra C lub from being per-
ceived as controversial dur-
ing the crisis.

“For now we are going to
stop aggressively pursuing
our agenda and will cease
bashing Bush.”

Friends of the Earth.
President Brent Blackwelder
wrote that it is “out of
respect for those who lost
their lives and out of con-
cern for the safety of protes-
tors, we have chosen to
demonstrate our commit-
ment to peace and justice by
not demonstrating.”

The fact that peace rallies
have taken place across
America shows how wrong
it was to call off the
protests. Thousands have
joined a student day of
action on September 20th
and more protests are
planned.

But the link between
anti-capitalism and opposing
war should also be obvious.

As the group ATTAC
pointed out, the attack on
the US comes after “years of
state-sponsored violence

created by the financial dom-
ination of the few, by pover-
ty and inequality.”

The Peace Research
Institute in Oslo found that
the wars of the 1990s share
certain characteristics: they
took place in countries with
high levels of poverty and
land degradation, low fresh
water availability, high exter-
nal debt, falling export
income and a history of vig-
orous IMF intervention—all
conditions heightened, if not
caused, by the World Bank,
the IMF, and the W TO.

Thomas Friedman, a jour-
nalist close to the US State
Department, has spelled out
what the US military’s role
is. “The hidden hand of the
market will never work
without the hidden fist.

“McDonald’s cannot
flourish without [arms man-
ufacturer] McDonnell
Douglas.

“The hidden fist that
keeps the world safe for
Silicon Valley’s technologies
to flourish is called the US
army, air force , navy and
marine corps.”

The anti-capitalist move-
ment contains within it the
seeds of a world where vio-
lence can be eliminated. But
it has to take a firm stand
against the war and reject
any idea that we should tone
down our demands.

Most of the groups who
called off protest have been
unclear about whether we
should overthrow capitalism
or reform it.Yet the fact that
our rulers resort to mass
murder at the first opportu-
nity in a crisis is precisely
why we need to overthrow
the system.

Enemy

Activists have an immedi-
ate job to do: explaining that
the major enemy facing
humanity is not a group of
“terrorists”, but the corpo-
rations and their govern-
ment friends who have ruled
by violence and now want to
drag us into war.

The German socialist
Karl Liebknecht argued in
1907, “ We are quite clearly
conscious of the role which
militarism plays within capi-
talism, since it is... a specially
pernicious and dangerous
manifestation of capitalism.
Our whole agitation against
capitalism is directed against
these manifestations, in
which capitalism takes a con-
crete form.

“ We are anti-militarists
as we are anti-capitalists.”

The anti war movement
must be built, and anyone
who considers themselves
an anti-capitalist should be at
the heart of building it.

—SIM O N
BASKETTER

OSAMA BIN Laden
has been labelled the
world number one ter-
rorist. But like Sad-
dam Hussein before
him, he was once a
friend of the US.

He was originally an ally of
the US during the war against
the Russian occupation of
Afghanistan in the 1980s. 

In 1986, CIA chief William
Casey persuaded the US con-
gress to send American-made
Stinger missiles to the “free-
dom fighters” of Afghanistan,
known as the Mujaheddin,
who were attacking the Soviet
Union.

Covert US assistance
meant that 65,000 tons of
weaponry started to arrive
every year. 

Casey worked closely with
the Pakistani intelligence ser-
vice (ISI) to recruit radical
Muslims to fight with the
Mujaheddin. Between 1982
and 1992, some 35,000 Muslim
radicals from all over the
world joined the jihad, or holy
war. Later the numbers grew
to 100,000.

Janes Defence Weekly has
confirmed that “half of
Taliban manpower and equip-
ment originated in Pakistan
under the ISI.”

Bin Laden was one of the
radicals who arrived. He was a
personal friend of the rulers of
the US’s staunchest Arab ally
in the Middle East, Saudi
Arabia.

Fight
His father was a Yemeni-

born construction millionaire
who became wealthy by reno-
vating mosques throughout
Saudi Arabia. The US and
Pakistani intelligence wanted
a Saudi royal to join their fight
but the pampered princes
were not willing. Instead Bin
Laden was seen as close
enough to the royals to lead
the Saudi contingent.

He first visited Afghan
rebel camps in Peshawar,
western Pakistan, in 1980 and
brought in engineers and con-
struction equipment from his
father’s business to build
roads for the Mujaheddin.
Over the next two years he
funnelled Saudi and US money
to the Afghan resistance.

The Saudis, with full US
backing, wanted to spread
their version of Islam,
Wahabbism, in Afghanistan as
part of a strategy of under-
mining other guerrilla leaders
and building a movement that
would not operate indepen-
dently from Western interests.

Bin Laden was central to
that policy in this policy. He
built the Khost tunnel com-
plex, funded by the CIA, as a
major arms depot in 1986. Bin
Laden took over the al-Quaida
guerrilla group in 1989.

At the time the US was not
worried about the long-term

consequences of bringing
together thousands of Islamic
radicals.

Brzezinski, a former US
National Security Adviser,
even said, “What was more
important in the world view of
history? The Taliban or the
fall of the Soviet Empire? A
few stirred up Muslims or the
liberation of Central Europe
and the end of the Cold War?”

Ironically, the holy war was
also funded by the Golden
Crescent Drug trade as the
Mujaheddin ordered peasants
to plant opium as a revolution-
ary tax. 

The Pakistan Afghanistan
borderlands became the
world’s top heroin producer
even though there was no local
production prior to the war
against the USSR.

US officials refused to
investigate charges of heroin
dealing by its Afghan allies
because as Charles Cogan, the
former CIA director of the
Afghan operation admitted
“US narcotics policy in
Afghanistan has been subordi-
nated to the war against Soviet
influence”. 

After Iraq invaded Kuwait
in August 1990, Bin Laden lob-
bied the Saudi royal family to
raise a force to fight Iraq, sim-
ilar to the one he had led in
Afghanistan. 

The Saudi royal family
instead turned to the US and
allowed Western forces to be
stationed in the country to
launch the murderous air war
against Iraq in January 1991.

He fell out with the domi-
nant faction of the Saudi rul-
ing family and had to leave for
Sudan in 1992. He returned to
Afghanistan in May 1996. 

The US tried to kill Bin
Laden in August 1998 in the
wake of bomb attacks on its
embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania. 

Twenty innocent Afghans
were killed. 

The US also bombed the al-
Shifa medicine factory in
Sudan, claiming it was used as
a bomb factory for Bin Laden.
Ten months later US officials
admitted off the record that
the factory had nothing to do
with terrorism.

The war against their for-
mer friend turned foe has
already cost many lives. The
new war in Afghanistan will
add many more.
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Anti-capitalism
and war
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Bush’s gallery of murderers

NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...

NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...NO TO WAR...

Issues for for the movementBIN LADEN

They built him
up—now they
try to kill him

Bin Laden

“FAR FROM being
the terrorists of the
world, the Islamic
peoples have been
its victims—princi-
pally the victims of
US fundamental-
ism, whose power,
in all its forms, mili-
tary, strategic and
economic, is the
greatest source of
terrorism on Earth.

“Since the end of
the Cold War, the
US and its side-
kicks, principally
Britain, have exer-
cised, flaunted and
abused their wealth
and power while the
divisions imposed
on human beings
by them and their
agents have grown
as never before.”

★★ JOHN
PILGER,

Journalist 
“NORMAL GOOD-
HEARTED
Americans will
weep for the suffer-
ing that these
events exacted and
hope to create a
world in which such
hate and callous-
ness disappears.
But I fear that
America’s leaders
will cynically bulk
up their ammo
belts. People of
goodwill must
explain as often as
possible that terror-
ism is horrific, but
so too is capitalist

business as usual.
We must not step
back from dissent,
but must instead
work harder to
oppose all kinds of
injustice.”

★★MICHAEL
ALBERT,

leading US
anti-capitalist

activist
“DID US foreign
policy create the
conditions in which
twisted logic could
flourish? The era of
the video game war
in which the US is
always at the con-
trols has produced
a blinding rage in
many parts of the
world. The illusion
of war without casu-
alties has been for-
ever shattered.”

★★NAOMI
KLEIN,

author of best
selling book No

Logo
“WHAT HAPPENED
in New York was a
crime against
humanity. And that
means policemen,
arrests, justice —
not Cruise missiles
and ‘precision’
bombs and Muslim
lives lost in revenge
for Western lives.”

★★ROBERT
FISK,

journalist

“THE likely US
actions will trigger
possibly more
attacks like this
one, or worse. The
prospects ahead
are even more omi-
nous than they
appeared to be
before the latest
atrocities. We have
a choice — we may
try to understand,
or refuse to do so,
contributing to the
likelihood that much
worse lies ahead.”

★★NOAM
CHOMSKY,
writer and

prominent critic
of US policy

“WILL WE ever get
to the point that we
realise we will be
more secure when
the rest of the world
isn’t living in pover-
ty so we can have
nice running
shoes? In just eight
months, Bush gets
the whole world
back to hating us
again. He withdraws
from the Kyoto
agreement, walks
us out of the
Durban conference
on racism, insists
on restarting the
arms race — you
name it, and Baby
Bush has blown it
all. Let’s mourn,
let’s grieve, and
when it’s appropri-
ate let’s examine
our contribution to
the unsafe world we
live in.”

★★MICHAEL
MOORE,

US film-maker 

Voices
against
the war

Voices
against
the war

US war meant murder of civilians in
VIetnam  (above) and the Basra Road
right 

The bloody record
of America’s wars



The wealthiest
super-power is
set to bomb one

of the poorest coun-
tries of the world back
into the stone age. But
Afghanistan has
already suffered terri-
bly from colonial pow-
ers who fought proxy
wars on its land.
It is presently in the grip of a
three year drought and on the
verge of mass starvation.
According to the UN run
World Food Programme, by
the end of the year 5.5 million
people will be entirely depen-
dent on food aid to survive
the winter—that’s a quarter of
the Afghan population.

But instead of getting food,
bombs will fall on them. As the
war hysteria built up, the UN
Food Programme pulled out.

There is now growing evi-
dence that the US threatened to
bomb Afghanistan two months
before the attacks on New York
and Washington. The threat of
war unless Bin Laden was sur-
rendered was passed on by the
Pakistani government.

According to the Guardian
newspaper which broke the story
this “raises the possibility that
Bin Laden, far from launching
the attacks on the World Trade
Centre and the Pentagon out of
the blue, was launching a pre-
emptive strike in response to
what he saw were US threats”.

Yet it is the people of the
country who will suffer terribly.
Chris Buckley is the Christian
Aid programme officer for
Afghanistan. He recently made a
global appeal against this
immoral war.

“The real Afghanistan is one
where 85 per cent of the popula-
tion are subsistence farmers.
Most Afghans don’t have news-
papers, television sets or radios. 

“They will not have heard of
the World Trade Centre or the
Pentagon and most will have no
idea that a group of zealots
attacked these icons of western
civilisation. There isn’t even a
postal service.”

Half a million Afghans are
disabled because of previous
wars. Hospitals and schools have
been reduced to rubble. There
are millions of landmines lit-
tered over its landscape.

Afghanistan’s his-
tory is that of a
country des-

troyed by the system
and by outside inter-
vention.
Afghanistan escaped formal
colonial subjugation in the
19th century. But the country
was hemmed in by the
Russian Empire to the north
and the British Empire,
which controlled what are

today Pakistan and India, to
the south and east.
Afghanistan was on the fron-
tier of a struggle between
those two empires for control
of the vast Central Asian
region. 

Just before becoming viceroy
of India in 1898, Lord Curzon
wrote of Afghanistan and its
neighbours, “I confess they are
pieces on a chessboard upon
which is being played out a
game for the domination of the
world.” That struggle was called
the Great Game.

The end of the Second World
War brought a new struggle for
domination. The British Empire
crumbled. 

India achieved independence
in 1947, only to be partitioned
into India and Pakistan.
Afghanistan was one of the
countries ground between the
two superpower blocks, centred
on the US and Russia, during the
Cold War.

A royal family held power
through links with local leaders,
landlords and military figures
who had a power base in differ-
ent areas of the country. 

It was desperately poor, but
with a thin layer of big landown-
ers. A succession of govern-
ments made attempts at industri-
alisation and development.

But they never offered signif-
icant change for the vast majori-
ty of the population, and suc-
ceeded only in fuelling the ten-
sions between different groups
in the ruling class and across the
country. In 1979 a pro-Russian
government that had come to
power the year before began to
break up.

Various armed
Islamic groups
stepped up their

campaigns to seize
control of remote
parts of the country.
Afghanistan slid
towards civil war.
Then the superpowers
stepped in and poured petrol
on the flames. Russia sent
troops into Afghanistan in
December 1979 to prop up its
client government.

The US threw its weight
behind the assorted Afghan
forces ranged against Russia. 

Through its allies Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia, it poured $500
million of military aid behind the
rebels in 1980. Ronald Reagan
and Margaret Thatcher spoke of
the “brave Afghan struggle for
freedom”.

The war devastated the coun-
try and hundreds of thousands
fled. 

Many urban supporters of the
government grew to hate its
dependence on Russia, and went
over to the Mujahadeen rebels.
Russia was finally forced to
withdraw in 1988 and 1989. 

The loose Mujahadeen coali-
tion of Islamic groups seized the
capital, Kabul, in April 1992.

By then, with almost a quar-

ter of the population in refugee
camps and the country in ruins,
the US and the West had cut off
all aid.

The US had found $3 billion
to finance war, but not a penny to
rebuild the country. The
Mujahadeen split. 

A group backed by Iran took
control of Kabul. America and
Saudi Arabia backed a rival
group led by Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar. 

It bombarded Kabul, and
25,000 people died just as horrif-
ically as those in New York last
week. The group failed to take
Kabul and fell apart.

The Taliban
emerged in 1994.
It took its ideolo-

gy from the version of
Islam practised by the
Saudi ruling family. It
was austere and con-
centrated the most
oppressive features of
rural societies.
Within two years the Taliban
went from being a 30-strong
guerrilla movement based in one
area of southern Afghanistan to
seizing the capital. 

It won considerable support
from the mass of people who
were sickened by fighting and

warlordism, and who were des-
perate for stability.

The Taliban also got the
backing of the US and its allies
in the region. 

The Pakistani intelligence
services helped arm the Taliban.
A few months before the Taliban
entered Kabul, a US State
Department official said, “You
get to know them and you find
they really have a great sense of
humour.”

Hours after the Taliban took
Kabul in September 1996, acting
State Department spokesperson
Glyn Davies said the US could
see “nothing objectionable”. 

The coldest of calculations
lay behind the US policy. The
collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991 had created five indepen-
dent states in Central Asia. 

The early 1990s were awash
with speculation that these states
were sitting on huge reserves of
oil and gas.

A top US commentator wrote
that the Taliban’s “most impor-
tant function was to provide
security for roads and, potential-
ly, oil and gas pipelines that
would link the states of Central
Asia to the international market
through Pakistan rather than
through Iran.”

Then the US did a U-turn. It
feared the Taliban would encour-
age radical Islamist movements
in other countries which could

threaten US interests. 

US Secretary of
State Madeleine
Albright sig-

nalled the shift in
November 1997 with a
typical display of
hypocrisy.
She got on her knees in front
of Afghan children in the
Nasir Bagh refugee camp in
Pakistan and said, “I’ll never
forget you—being here with
you. I will do everything to
help you and your country.”

The US’s only contribution
since 1997 has been to bomb
part of the country in 1998 in an
ongoing attempt to kill Osama
Bin Laden.

The US, Russia, European
powers, oil multinationals and
local rulers are playing a new
Great Game which stretches
from Turkey through Central
Asia and Afghanistan to the
western provinces of China. 

The men moving the chess
pieces are hurling millions of
people into poverty, with tens of
thousands forced to flee from
numerous civil wars. 

Violent intervention by the
US will only make matters
worse and create more people
ready to die to hit back at the
West.
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“The real
Afghanistan is
one where 85 per
cent of the popu-
lation are subsis-
tence farmers.
Most Afghans
don’t have news-
papers, televi-
sion sets or
radios. They will
not have heard
of the World
Trade Centre or
the Pentagon
and most will
have no idea that
a group of
zealots attacked
these icons of
western civilisa-
tion. There isn’t
even a postal
service.”
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Afghanistan has
suffered enough

Hospitals in Afghanistan said they had enough medical supplies for a week when the
country’s the borders were closed
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The first casualty
of war is truth

MORE THAN any
other filmmaker,
Steven Spielberg
has presented
childhood as an
almost sacred con-
cept, a province of
innocence and
imagination that
he has devoted his
considerable tech-
nological, narra-
tive and emotional
talent to celebrat-
ing.

The shock of A.I. is
that Spielberg, at least
for a while, has chosen
to make a film about the
dark side of childhood.

A.I. is set in a bleak
future.

The polar ice caps
have melted, flooding
coastal cities and killing
millions and everyone
looks as if the Gap run
the world. Pregnancy is
now licensed by the
government. To fill the
human void robots have
been designed to take
the place of everything
from servant to lover to
child.

Murder

It is the story of a
child-robot, David
(Haley Joel Osment),
programmed to love his
adoptive mother
(Frances O'Connor).
Abandoned by her, he
goes on the run with
Gigolo Joe (Jude Law)
a robo-rent-boy also on
the run after becoming
privy to the hotel-room
murder of one of his
clients.

Spielberg directs
the early scenes as a
black-humored parody
of child-rearing and of
the loving family life he
has always exalted.

The robot kid,
obsessed with finding
mommy and becoming
a "real boy", journeys
far along the yellow
brick road with Joe and
his own talking robo-
teddy. They come to the
submerged city of New
York, where the poor lit-
tle tousled android tyke
becomes frozen and
finds redemption.

Along the way,
there is a spectacle

that's part World
Wrestling Federation
match, part demolition
derby.

Cheering humans
assemble to watch cap-
tured robots tortured
and destroyed in all
sorts of flambouyant
ways. The sequence
makes a point —- by
knocking you over the
head.

The original plan
from the movie was
Stanley Kubrick's.
Speilberg tries to merge
that director's vision of
a technologically domi-
nated future with his
own vision about the

transformative power of
emotion.

So the film winds up
feeling less an emotion-
ally and intellectually
unified vision than a
series of — sometimes
spectacular -
sequences.

Instead of offering
enlightenment or
insight, the ending high-
lights a grossly simple
storyline, narrated with
a pandering tone as if
we were a bunch of four
year-olds — and artifi-
cial ones at that.

Speilberg`s false 
emotions

This is Japan.
The "nation" has
collapsed, millions
are unemployed and
hundreds of thou-
sands of defiant,
disillusioned school
students boycott
classes. Authority is
treated with con-
tempt.

The "high-ups"
devise an annual
event — one ordi-
nary class of school
kids is chosen at
random to fight to
the death on a
remote island until
one victor is left.

The film Battle
Royale was almost
banned in Japan.
But this film does
not glorify violence.

The real culprits
and enemies always

remain the "high-
ups". Most of the
kids try to resist the
compulsion to turn
on each other.

Suicide

Some try to pro-
tect one another.
Some commit sui-
cide. Some band
together against
their persecutors.

This is a signifi-
cant, albeit despair-
ing, film that
expresses deep
revulsion at the cor-
ruption and decay of
one of the world's
greatest powers.

“EVERY GOVERNMENT wants to con-
trol the media in wartime to ensure pub-
lic support for its war aims. If necessary
it will lie in order to achieve this control.
The media will usually go along with these lies
because it considers it is in its best commercial
interests in wartime to support the government
of the day." According to Philip Knightley the
author of the classic book on war and the
media, First Casualty.

The build up to the Bush's war has sent the media
into overdrive — there has been an onslaught of
rhetoric, lies and omissions.

For example, The New York Post, (headline: Bin
Laden Wanted Dead or Alive) has columnist Steve
Dunleavy, whose by line is "The Man They Call Mr
Blood and Guts," writing that the response "should
be as simple as it is swift...kill the bastards.... A gun-
shot between the eyes, blow them to smithereens,
poison them if you have to... As for cities or countries
that host these worms, bomb them into basketball
courts."  

He was not alone. The Washington Times called
for the dropping of nuclear weapons on Afghanistan
and the British and Irish tabloids haven't been that far
behind. The Independent group came close to incit-
ing racial hatred by blaming Dublin's Muslim commu-
nity for the bombing. The television studios have
charts and computer simulations of war planes, show
pictures of callous Arabs and crocodile tear-crying
politicians calling for murder.

Propaganda
From the Crimean War in 1854 to NATO's

attack on Yugoslavia, almost all war journalism
has been indistinguishable from propaganda.The
media has "marched to the drum beat of war",
shouldering aside truth.

During the First World War Lloyd George said, "If
people really knew, the war would be stopped tomor-
row. But of course they don't know and can't know.
The correspondents don't write, and the censorship
could not pass, the truth."  As one journalist conced-
ed, "there was no need of censorship of our dis-
patches.We were our own censors". Neither of these
things has changed.

The massacre of more than 100 Vietnamese civil-
ians in the village of My Lai in 1968 was not reported
at the time. It was left to Seymour Hersh, a rogue
investigative reporter, to break the story in the face of
media indifference and opposition. Even then, Time
magazine headlined it "An American Tragedy"! 

The corporate media did not fuel the growth of the
anti-war movement with honest reporting; rather it
was the growth of the mass anti-war movement that
forced the press to report US atrocities.

More correspondents than in any war ever before
were all set to cover the Kosovan war. 2,700 journal-
ists accompanied Nato forces when they entered the
province. But instead of more information we
received less.

"Kosovo . . . turned out to be the most secret cam-
paign in living memory," wrote war historian Alistair
Horne when it was over. British journalist Peter Dunn
wrote that it was "the first international conflict fought
by press officers." 

According to a fine war correspondent, Robert
Fisk, the vast majority of journalists are: "frothers
or sheep". Frothers had convinced themselves
of the justice of Nato's war and the wickedness of
President Milosovic and the Serbs. The sheep
stayed in Brussels, believed everything Nato told
them, and defended Nato when anyone dared to
suggest that Nato might be lying.

We are to be offered more of the same this time.
Armchair generals will revel in the sanitised, "surgi-
cal" war waged by "smart" bombs, undisturbed by the
charred bodies of civilian "collateral damage". Again
they will attempt to ignore the anti-war side.

Writing about the First World War the great revo-
lutionary journalist John Reed commented: "More
nauseating than the crack-brained bombast of the
Kaiser is the editorial chorus in America which pre-
tends to believe - would have us believe - that the
White and Spotless Knight of Modern Democracy is
marching against the Unspeakably Vile Monster of
Medieval Militarism…But we must not be
duped…this is not Our War."

Neither is Bush's coming war our war, and the
best way to find out the truth in the coming weeks will
be to read the anti-establishment press and Socialist
Worker in particular.

in my
view

by SIMON BASKETTER

Lessons in Death
Film

by ROB
FERGUSON

KALEIL AND Tom are best
friends from high school.
Together they decide to set up
an internet company to make
money out of local govern-
ment.

Although it doesn't sound the
most exciting story, Startup.com is a
fascinating and funny film.

This fly on the wall documentary
by Chris Hegedus and Jehane
Noujaim shows the reality behind
the madness of the internet econo-
my craze. They raise millions of dol-
lars from numerous investment
bankers.

Even before the website is
launched Kaleil is appearing in
newspapers and is interviewed on
TV as the next big internet entrepre-
neur. President Bill Clinton intro-

duces him in a White House discus-
sion on the "new economy".

To reciprocate Kaleil offers him a
place on the company's board! 

Kaleil and Tom are new age capi-
talists. They keep hugging and say-
ing they love one another.They med-
itate, take their employees to nature
camps and lead the company chant.

But as the company crashes
around them things get tense. Kaleil
sacks Tom, has him escorted from
the building and later leads a chant
in his honour.

Because Startup.com is a real life
documentary it draws you in, despite
the awfulness of both Tom and
Kaleil, and makes you unable to stop
watching.

Chants, crashes
and a dot.com

Film

by MATTHEW COOKSON

LOOKING INTO the future

A SCHOOLGIRL collapses backwards
to the floor, a knife embedded in her
skull. Her terrified classmates cling to
the walls. Their former teacher, now
murderous overseer, announces "And
today's lesson is...you kill each other!"

by JAMES
READ
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Workers create all the
wealth in capitalist soci-
ety. A new society can
only be constructed when
they collectively seize
control of that wealth and
plan its production and
distribution.
FOR REVOLUTION,
NOT REFORM
The present system can-
not be reformed out of
existence. Parliament
cannot be used to end the
system.
The cour ts army and
police are there to defend
the interests of the capi-
talist class not to run
society in a neutral fash-
ion.
To destroy capitalism,
workers need to smash
the state and create a
workers’ state based on
workers’ councils.
FOR REAL
SOCIALISM, EAST
AND WEST
The S W P welcomed the
break-up of the USSR and
the end of the East Euro-
pean dictatorships. These
states were not socialist
but were run by a state-
capitalist class.
We are against the domi-
nation of the globe by
imperialist powers and we
oppose their wars. We are
for the right of all
nations, East and West, to
self-determination.
FOR AN END TO
ALL OPPRESSION
We oppose all forms of
oppression which divide
and weaken the working
class. We are for full
social, economic and
political equality for
women.
We stand for: free contra-
ception and free, legalised
abor tion and the right to
divorce; the complete
separation of church and
state, an end to church
control over schools and
hospitals; an end to dis-
crimination against gays
and lesbians; an end to
racism and anti-traveller
bigotry.
We argue for working
class unity in the fight
against oppression.
FOR WORKERS’
UNITY IN THE
NORTH
N or thern Ireland is a sec-
tarian state, propped up
by the British A rmy.
Catholic workers are sys-
tematically discriminated
against by the state. The
division between Catholic
and Protestant workers
weakens the whole work-
ing class.
Workers’ unity can only
be won and maintained in
a fight to smash both the
N or thern and Southern
states.
We stand for the im medi-
ate withdrawal of British
troops. Violence will only
end when workers unite
in the fight for a workers’
republic.
FOR A FIGHTING
TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT
Trade unions exist to
defend workers’ interests.
But the union leaders’
role is to negotiate with
capitalism—not to end it.
We suppor t the leaders
when they fight but
oppose them when they
betray workers. We stand
for independent rank and
file action.

FOR A
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY
To win socialism socialists
need to organise in a rev-
olutionary par ty. This
par ty needs to argue
against right-wing ideas
and for over throwing the
system. The S W P aims to
build such a par ty here.

where  
we 

stand

● SATURDAY 29TH SEP-
TEMBER GLOBALISE
RESISTANCE: Video on
Genoa Protests Ti F ili
McCurtin St Cork

● SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEM-
BER: MASS TRESPASS OLD
HEAD OF KINSALE. Bus
leave Cork Public Library at
12pm  contact Michae l on
086 3125465

● SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEM-
BER WORLD VEGETARIAN
DAY St Andrew's Resource
Centre , Pearse St., Dublin
contact Graham on 086
3037467

● SATURDAY 6TH OCTO-
BER: NATIONAL HUNGER
STRIKE RALLY 2pm Garden
of Remembrance .

● 10-11TH OCTOBER 2-
DAY SEMINAR TAKING
CRITICAL LOOK AT GLOBAL-
ISATION & THE IRISH
ECONOMY - NORTH &
SOUTH - organized by Insti-
tute for Popular Economics
contact Clare on 028
90247940

● TUESDAY 16TH OCTO-
BER  PROTEST WORLD
ANTI-MCDONALDS DAY con-
tact Aoife on 087
9509571

● 20TH OCTOBER BELFAST
RALLY IN SOLIDARITY WITH
TURKISH HUNGER STRIK-
ERS

● 30TH OCTOBER ANNUAL
FEASTA LECTURE BY DAVID
FLEMING Trinity College
Dublin contact 01
4912733 31st October
same in UCC

Upcoming event? 
Te ll us: 01 8722682
swp@clubi.ie

Globa lise Resistance

Wed 10th Sept 5:30pm
Burlington Hote l

Stop the PPP / PFI
Global Summit 

DEMONSTRATION

There is huge opposition to Bush's war in Ireland. On a recent
Late, Late Show the majority of the audience voted against
allowing US warplanes to re-fuel at Shannon.

But this opposition needs to be organized and focused. Belfast
shows what can be done.

The city has suffered from many bomb attacks. And that is why,
maybe, they have given a great lead on what can be done.

On Saturday September 22nd 250 people joined a hastily orga-
nized anti-war protest in the city. They came from all sorts of
backgrounds, Protestant and Catholic, young and old. A few
days before 80 people turned up to an  SWP meeting against the
war.

In Derry, anti-war activists carried a banner calling for 'No Retal-
iation' on the Day of Mourning. They got huge support and fur-
ther protests are planned.

The Socialist Workers Party wants a broad based, united anti-
war movement that puts huge pressure on the Irish government
to stop US bombers using our airports.

Over the next few weeks we will be on the streets carrying the
anti-war message and appeal to readers to join us.

But more than that we need to form anti-war activist groups in
each area. These groups can encourage individuals to resist the
propaganda for war and bring home the reality of suffering.
They can provide a regular public focus of opposition .

We have entered a new period where our rulers tell us 'all  has
changed'. For them it means an era of war and repression. We
have to rise to the challenge and organise for a better alterna-
tive.

A message to our readers ❏ ATHLONE: Contact  01-
872 2682 for details
❏ BRAY: Meets every Thurs-
day at the Mayfair Hotel at
8.30pm 
❏ BELFAST CENTRAL:
Meets every Tuesday at
8.30pm in Kitchen Bar, 16
Victoria Square, near Corn-
market
❏ BELFAST SOUTH: Meets
every Wednesday at 8.30pm
in Queens Students Union  
❏ BELFAST WEST ring for
details 
❏ BELFAST QUEENS UNI-
VERSITY Wednesdays 1pm,
Peter Froggatt Centre
❏ CORK: Meets every
Wednesday at 8.00pm in
O’Donoghue’s, Drawbridge St
❏ DERRY: Meets every
Wednesday at 8.15pm in
Badgers Bar upstairs, Orchard
St.  
❏ DROGHEDA: Meets
Wednesdays 8:30pm in
McHugh’s Pub St, Lawerences
Gate 
❏ DUNDALK Meets Wednes-
days 8pm phone 01-
8722682 for details
❏ DUN LAOGHAIRE: Meets
every Thursday at 8.30pm in
the Christian Institute    
❏ DUBLIN ARTANE /
COOLOCK: Meets every Tues-
day at 8.30pm in Artane /
Beaumont Recreational Cen-
tre (opp. Artane Castle) 
❏ DUBLIN NORTH CEN-
TRAL: Meets every Wednes-
day at 8.30pm in Conways
Pub, Parnell St 
❏ DUBLIN BALLYFERMOTT:
Meets Tues 8:30pm in Ruby
Finigans Pub
❏ DUBLIN CABRA: Meets
every Thursday at 8.30pm in
Aughrim St Parish Hall, 13
Prussia St

❏ DUBLIN BALLYMUN:
Meets every Wednesday at
6.30pm in Balcurris Road
Phone Kevin on
for details
❏ DUBLIN DUNDRUM:
Meets every Wednesday at
8.30pm in Dundrum Family
Recreation Centre 
❏ DUBLIN RIALTO: Meets
every Wednesday at 8:30pm
St. Andrews Community Cen-
tre, SCR 
❏ DUBLIN RATHMINES:
Meets every Thursday at
8.30pm downstairs J O’Con-
nells (Pub) Sth. Richmond
Street Dublin 2.
❏ DUBLIN SOUTH CEN-
TRAL: Meets at 8.30pm
every Tuesday upstairs Bowes
(pub) Fleet Street Dublin 2
❏ DUBLIN TALLAGHT: Meets
every Tuesday at 8pm in Job-
stown Community Centre 
❏ ENNISKILLEN: Phone 01 -
872 2682 for details 
❏ GALWAY: Meets every
Wednesday in Currans Hotel,
Eyre Square (beside Cuba)
8.30pm 
❏ LIMERICK: Phone 01 -
872 2682 for details
❏ MAYNOOTH meets Thus-
day lunchtime ring
(01)8722682 for details 
❏ SLIGO Phone 
 for details
❏ SWORDS Meets Tuesdays
8pm Semior Citizens Hall 
❏ TRALEE: Phone 
 for details 
❏ TRINITY COLLEGE: Meets
Thursdays 7pm see posters
for details
❏ UCD meets Wednesdays
1pm see posters for details
❏ WATERFORD: Meets every
Thursday at 8pm in the
ATGWU Hall, Keizer St. 

SWP activist meetings — all welcome

Anti War 
events
● VIGIL AT DÁIL Thurs-
day 27th   September
6 .30pm contact 087
2225742

● GLOBALISE RESIS-
TANCE RALLY FOR
PEACE - Saturday Sep-
tember 29th 3pm Cen-
tra l Bank Dublin  contact
086 4098186  (GR
meeting after ra lly)

● CORK ANTI WAR
RALLY September 29th
2pm Bishop Lucy Park
086 3125465

● DERRY ANTI WAR
RALLY September 29th
3pm Guildha ll 

A weekend conference of radical politics
Highlights:
● Intifada: Can Palestine be liberated? ● No Logo - Naomi Klein and the 
tyranny of brands ● Green and Red: Do they mix? ● Columbia, FARC and the US ●
After Genoa and Washington: Direct action and the Anti Capitalist movement ● Cuba:
The last island of socialism? ● The revolt last time: Forum on the sixties ● Islamic Fun-
damentalism: The new enemy? ● Antonio Negri and the rise of Autonomism ● Anar-
chism: An alternative to Marxism? ● Picasso, art and revolution ● Bush, Kyoto and Glob-
al warming

Tickets £12 waged /  £8 unwaged (£15 /  £10 on door) available from 
Marxism 2001, PO Box 1648, Dublin 8 or from (01) 872 2682.

16, 17, 18 November Trinity College Dublin

Marxism2001
Global crisis

Global resistance
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Waterford Stanley

DIRECT ACTION by
workers at Water-
ford Stanley forced
the company to
honour an agree-
ment to make per-
manent 18 tempo-
rary workers.

The company has an
agreement that any worker
who has twelve months
unbroken service will be
taken on full-time.

But they tried to wriggle
out of this by wrongly claim-
ing that 18 workers whose
year was up had broken ser-
vice and did not qualify.

The 200 general opera-
tives, members of the TEEU,
decided to stand by their
workmates.

As one shop steward told
Socialist Worker, "The work-
ers decided to organise a sit-

in. This was against the
advice of the union official
but the workers themselves
were determined not to let
the company away with
breaking the agreement.

"They understood if they
got away with letting these
workers go, the position of
all the rest us would be weak-
ened.

"We got great support as
well from other sections
including fitters and crafts-
men.

"After three days of sit-in
the company gave in and the
men were taken on.

"This is a great victory
and it has given all the work-
ers in Stanleys more confi-
dence to stand up for our
rights.

"It proves that you can
win if you stand up to the
boss and stick together."

SIPTU Conference ... SIPTU Conference ... SIPTU Conference ... SIPTU Conference ... SIPTU Conference ... SIPTU  

Victory for
Direct Action

IRELAND'S LARGEST
union SIPTU meets for
its biennial conference
amidst a growing crisis
over its strategy.

The union has pinned
everything on social partner-
ship during the boom but now
has been caught unexpectedly
by a mounting employers'
offensive developing as the
first signs of recession looms.

Slashed
Not only have jobs been

slashed in Aer Lingus but there is
now discussion about the compa-
ny pleading inability to pay the
PPF pay rises. 

A revised agreement on the
PPF - accepted by SIPTU leaders

without a vote - has made it easi-
er for employers to use this opt-
out.

On top of that the government
has warned that there will be "no
give-away" budget this year. 

This means that the tax con-
cessions promised under the PPF
deal - principally the removal of
low paid workers from the tax net
and the placing of 80 per cent of
PAYE workers on the standard
rate of tax - may be removed.

Public sector workers were
also persuaded to give up their
traditional "relativity" claims in
favour on an elaborate process of
benchmarking, which was sup-
posed to be organised around
"performance indicators".

Many of the rank and file
accepted this because they were
told that benchmarking would
lead to large pay rises. 

Yet there is little prospect of

these pay rises now.
The union's problems

stemmed from the fact that its
leadership is totally committed to
the running of Irish capitalism. 

Like the rest of the establish-
ment they assumed that the Celtic
Tiger would last another decade.
They saw the employers as their
"partners" and did not seek to
build up strong shop organisation
against them.

Restrain
But capitalists do not change

their spots. They used social part-
nership arrangements to restrain
workers during the boom - they
will use the whip of unemploy-
ment to attack workers in a reces-
sion.

The union leaders' main
response so far has been to call

for a "high level" group to discuss
the economic slowdown.

But what is really needed is a
policy of encouraging resistance
to the employers. 

The occupation by SIPTU
members at Peerless Rugs should
have been turned into a national
campaign. This would have given
a signal to employers that they
could not walk away from plants
without severe costs to them-
selves.

Instead the Peerless Rugs
workers have been left to fight
virtually alone.

Similarly, instead of conduct-
ing a war against dissidents in the
union, the resources of the union
should have been devoted to
encouraging democratic partici-
pation.

Liberty Hall, the union head-
quarters, has been instrumental in
fomenting a near civil war in

three key branches of the union.
● In Aer Lingus, two

trustees have been dismissed
after they sought transparen-
cy on expense accounts.

● In Dublin Bus, workers
have been stopped from
standing in a branch election
on the most spurious of
grounds. 

● In the Civil Aviation
branch a High Court injunc-
tion was taken out over the
conduct of a ballot.

The union hierarchy will
undoubtedly use the conference
to try to increase their bureaucrat-
ic hold. 

They want to abolish direct
elections for the National Execu-
tive Committee to prevent dissi-
dents like Carolann Duggan tap-
ping into membership discontent.

They have produced no report

to justify why they called on
workers to vote Yes in the Nice
Treaty referendum. 

They are using a Rules Revi-
sion session to push for more cen-
tralisation to ensure the core
structures are controlled by few
loyalists who are unresponsive to
the rank and file.

Yet there is considerable dis-
content in the union. 

Attacking
This is expressed in resolu-

tions attacking the continued
inequality in Irish society, against
privatisation and for more open
and democratic debates on part-
nership. 

The hope is that the real con-
cerns of the membership make
themselves heard at the SIPTU
conference.

RECENTLY A num-
ber of deaths and
injuries in acci-
dents on building
sites has raised in
sharp focus the
issue of safety on
the industry.

One of the main caus-
es of this appalling safety
record is that too many
building workers are not
directly employed by the
main contractor. 

Instead they work for
sub-contractors or are
recruited by agencies.

Recruit
The building workers'

union BATU held a meeting
for carpenters in Dublin in
September to recruit to the
union and forty carpenters
turned out to discuss these
issues. 

One carpenter told
Socialist Worker, "We need
stronger, more powerful
unions. The marches organ-
ised about safety by the
building unions were all
well and good, but this
needs to be sorted out on the
sites.

"We have got to have
shop stewards on the site
fighting to implement safety
and pushing for decent con-
ditions.

"If someone is killed like
in the John-Paul site a few
weeks ago, we need to
march in big numbers onto
the site and occupy it."

Another carpenter told
Socialist Worker, "The gov-
ernment and the SIPTU
union are bringing in a new
'Fail Safe' scheme where
each worker spends a day
training on safety before
they go on a site.

"I can tell you that it will
be ignored by the companies
on the sites unless it is
policed by union people
actually on the sites.

"Look at the provision
that there should be 25 per
cent social housing in any
building scheme. That has
collapsed. The builders

won't build the houses if
they don't see a big enough
profit. Only strong unions at
site level can make a differ-
ence."

SIPTU: WHERE TO AFTER PARTNERSHIP?

Building Industry

BATU organises 
for site safety

IN THEIR most
direct and effective
action to date
around 150 cyclists
joined pedestrians
in creating their
own car-free zone
in Dublin's O'Con-
nell Street to mark
this year's Euro-
pean Car-Free Day.

Following an hour
long mass cycle around
the city-centre cyclists
blocked off one lane of
O'Connell Street and pro-
ceeded to play ball

games on an area usually
grid-locked with cars. 

This followed the failure
of Dublin Corporation to
offer any substantial car-
free zone to Dubliners for
this one day of the year. 

The Corporation has
also failed to tackle the
ongoing traffic chaos which
car-dependency and lack of
an integrated, properly
funded public transport sys-
tem has produced. 

When cyclists held a sit-
down protest, Gardai used
heavy-handed tactics
against cyclists, pulling
bikes and people from the
road. 

Several arrests were
made and bicycles were
impounded. 

O'Connell Street north-
bound was traffic-free for
nearly an hour and activists

are determined to escalate
the campaign into the New
Year.  To join the e-mail list
for future activities send a
short message to <nedlud-
dtc@yahoo.com>.

Car free day

SEVENTY ANTI-
BINS tax activists
from across Dublin
met up in late Sep-
tember to plan the
ongoing action.

The campaign has
more than 25 local action
groups and many of them
were represented at the
meeting.

Activists reported that
local meetings had attracted a
lively interest and more and
more people were signing up
to the campaign. Latest esti-
mates are that more than 80
per cent of householder are
refusing to pay  their bins
charges.

Planning
The meeting put the cam-

paign on a sound footing by
electing officers and planning
out activities for the next few
weeks.

Independent Councillor
Finian McGrath agreed to

place a motion down for the
next City Council meeting
calling for the cancellation of
the Bins Charges. 

The campaign is calling a
picket on the next City Coun-
cil meeting on Monday 1st
October.

Support
The Campaign also decid-

ed to urge utmost support for
the protest to Defend Public
Services; October 10th
Burlington Hotel at 5.30pm
at the Burlington Hotel called
by Globalise Resistance.

One activist told the meet-
ing, "We need to organise
throughout the city in all the
localities. Most people do not
want to pay the bins tax and
they are more like to continue
to refuse to pay if they are in
contact with a local group of
the campaign."

*Contact the campaign:
For details of your local anti-
bins tax action group contact
the campaign phone Brid
Smith 087-9090166 

AER LINGUS plans
to axe 1,000 per-
manent jobs and to
sack a further 700
temporary staff
before the winter
season starts in
October.

Aer Lingus manage-
ment is demanding reduc-
tions of 25 percent in
operating costs. Seven of
its 40 aircraft will be dis-
posed of and cutbacks are
planned on routes to the
US, Britain and Europe. 

Estimated operating
losses for this year have
soared from £30 million to

£70 million after the attacks
in America.

Aer Lingus is terminat-
ing two of its US routes
from October, and the ser-
vice between Dublin and
Stockholm is being axed. 

Flights between Dublin
and London City, Glasgow,
Amsterdam and Paris are
being slashed. 

Trainee pilots are also
expected to be laid off.

One Aer Lingus told
Socialist Worker, "We have
made sacrifices before for
the company. Now we
should be getting aid from
the government. The situa-
tion where losses have
grown form £30 million to
£70 million are not of our

making."
Another worker com-

mented, "US airlines
demanded $24 billion from
American federal funds to
stave off bankruptcy. The
US government is now bail-
ing them out.

"But Mary Harney is
insisting that there is no
government money for the
Irish national airline."

The Government and the
EU insists that there is no
question of cash injections
from the EU to European
airlines, despite the US gov-
ernment's decision to give
US airlines up to $15 billion
in emergency aid. 

These job losses should
be resisted. Aer Lingus

workers have a perfect right
to demand state aid to face
this crisis.

When Fianna Fail's
buddy Larry Goodman's
rotten beef empire faced
bankruptcy a few years ago,
the government brought the
Dail back from holiday to
effectively nationalise the
bust concern. Two years
later and Goodman was
back in charge of the res-
cued company. 

One worker told Social-
ist Worker "There is talk of
us giving up the 5.5 per
cent due under the PPF. The
company pleaded inability
to pay under the Cahill
Plan, I don't think we'd
wear that again."

A CAMPAIGN to
bring home three
Irishmen currently
held in Columbia
was launched by
Christy Moore
recently

He highlighted the
media witch-hunt that
was mounted against the
three, which has put their
lives in danger.

The Colombian govern-

ment, which is strongly
backed by the US, employs
a policy of assassinating
opponents.

The campaign is broad
based and is led by the fam-
ilies. 

A public meeting is due
to be held in late October.

For more information
contact the Bring Them
Home campaign 087
9018147 or e mail colom-
bia3@eircom.net.

Free the Colombia three

Cycle Protest Recla ims the Streets

RESIST JOB CUTS AT AER LINGUS

Dublin Bin Tax campaign

Aer Lingus
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SAY 
NO TO  
PRIVATISATION
PUT PEOPLE BEFORE PROFIT

A GROUP of global
fat cats and politi-
cians are coming
to Dublin to dis-
cuss the sell off
our public ser-
vices.

The second global con-
ference on Public Private
Partnerships takes place in
the Burlington Hotel from
the 10-12th October. Access
is restricted to those willing
to pay £1,200. 

Countries attending
include Argentina, Chile,
Australia, South Africa, and
Romania—all of which
have gone through massive
privatisation drives. 

Global multinationals
will be given advice on how
they can take over vital pub-
lic services such as water
supply, schools and health,
in order to run them for
profit.

Government ministers
are going to explain how
they can help the private
sector in the takeover.

The conference is fully
backed by the Irish govern-
ment. 

The invitation to the
conference includes a letter
from Finance Minister
Charlie McCreevy in which
he states, “The Irish Gov-
ernment’s commitment to
Public Private Partnerships
is clear” and boasts that the
conference will help the
“private sector to share in
the risks and rewards of
public service provision”. 

Public Private Partner-
ship projects involve the
“give-away” of public ser-
vices. The government pro-
vides significant capital
investment (i.e. taxpayers’
money) for these projects,
but it is the private sector
that makes all of the profit.

Research conducted by
Unison, the British public
sector union, has found that
wages and conditions for
newly employed workers in
PFI (which is what PPPs are
called in Britain and North-
ern Ireland) schools and
hospitals are much worse

than the public sector. 
In London one group of

workers was paid only 50
per cent of what they would
have got in the public sector.
The working week was on
average 20 per cent longer. 

The vast majority of new
PFI workers could not
become members of a gov-
ernment approved pension
scheme and were offered no
pension scheme at all.
Maternity leave, sick pay,
paid holidays, were all
worse or non-existent.

PPP schemes are
shrouded in secrecy. “Com-
mercial confidentiality” is
the excuse used to keep
trade unions and the public-
patient organisations at
arms length. 

Already the Irish gov-
ernment has handed over
the building of six schools
to the building company,
Jarvis. The schools are
expected to produce a prof-
it.

New road projects under
PPP involve a total estimat-
ed investment of about £1.2

billion.  
The National Roads

Authority will provide £500
million. But the private
companies who invest will
be allowed to collect tolls
and will control the finished
roads.  

This means that tax-pay-
ers provide the seed capital
for big business to set up
profitable enterprises.

National Toll Roads has
pioneered the concept. Over
the last three years they
have made £12 million in
profit. 

They were also involved
in making donations to the
corrupt Dublin County
manager, John Redmond. 

Around the world people
are fighting back against
privatisation, from the peo-
ple of Bolivia who just
defeated water privatisation
to workers in South Africa
on strike against the sell off
of State assets.  

That is why it is impor-
tant to protest at the priva-
teers summit in Dublin. 
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PROTEST AT
THE FAT CATS’
CONFERENCE

Public Private Partnerships mean:
■ Service charges 
■ Incinerators
■ Safety and the future of the environment

left in the hands of big business.
■ Hospitals and schools run for profit.

Defend Public Services; 
October 10th Burlington Hotel

The main demonstration will take place
at 5.30pm at the Burlington. 

Other protests will be taking place throughout the day. 
Supported by: Globalise Resistance, Green Party, Socialist Party, Socialist Work-
ers Party, WSM, Derry Trades Council, Waterford Trades Council, President Cork
Trades Council, SIPTU Dublin Bus, Dublin Campaign Against the Bin Tax, Dun
Laoghaire-Rathdown Anti-Service Charge Campaign, Sensible Transport Group.
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