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SCIENCE

' jon is a fig
% wolf Union election is a Tight

insheeps 'Thha TW(

WHEN DOLLY THE sheep was introduced to the
world she provoked some extreme reactions. To
some e Dolly — the world's first ever adult

clone — m{)ments a scientific advance with huge
potential. To others she represents the encroac
ment of science into the natural order of things.
deUs r::’ideq Bill Clinton ——
man an invest 1} .

ino the legal;'and clhi;cg:l i Cloning offers

1 . . I
Resd of the EU Commission.  UEE benefits in |
announced an inquiry into the the ﬁe‘d Of

whole issue of cloning.

The Vatican called for a medlcme.

worldwide ban on cloning.

The front cover of the Ger- b THE ELECTION for Gen- o
man current affairs magazine  behave the same. . eral President of the
Der Spiegel featured a line of Clones like Dolly are just like | SIPTU trade union has
Hitlers marching next tocol-  ‘later-bon’ identical twins. now become a straight
umns of Albert Einsteinsand ~ Another argument used |5 fight between left and
Claudia Schiffers. against Dolly by the right wing |I' right. This follows the

Five days afier Dolly had  is that cloning is unnatural, | T
become a household name  They say it is wrong Lo inter- ff»; thdrawal of the moder

the British government cut  fere with the natural reproduc- ate left-wing candidate
funding for the project. tive process in this way. - Norman Croke.

The scale of the achieve- Certainly cloning does inter- |1 The comtest is now between wn-
ment is immense, as reflected  fere with the so-called natural lon vice-peesident Jimumy Somers

in the comment of one Dub-  order of things, But what can and rank-and file activist Carolunn
lin researcher: ™A definite  possibly be wrong with using D"Bs:“f- A
barrier has been crossed and  science for the good of human. The candidates represent the un

1 ind? 0n’s two souls: Somees s part of
:ro,‘""m NIRRT 0 ot ‘ug;x\ing offers huge benefits the conscrvative burcaucracy

which russ SIPTU, while Carolann
stands for runk-and-Tile struggle
Jimmy Somers has been o ol

The process by which  in the field of medicine.
Dolly was produced is not as If someone was in need of a |

complex as people might  bone mamow transplant a cell I wnlon official sinde 1960 on
think i simply involvedtak-  could be taken from their body [l | i) il xince 1) amd
i"!‘?‘" froman adultsheep  and fused with an egg. ion's foundation in 1990, He s
conwning DNA or genetic Fresh bone marrow cells oud of his rode i negatiating the
information. could be taken from the result- Fmgmmmc for Competitivencss
ing embeyo. In such cases clon- and Work (PCW) and its sucoes-
Combined ing could save someone’s life. sor, Partnership 2000,

loned human embryos Somers is a long-standing nsem-

This was then combined : > ‘ -
; could also be of immense use ber of the Labour Party and once  Royal Dublin Hotel strikers won without much help from SIPT
with an C?ol' from amother in the study of miscamriages and stood as a Dail (‘andod.)nc in Dah- 4 Ip from SIPTU

sheep to form an embryo 1 1eal : ' victories, she argues, we need to
which was then implanted in the development of contra- in Central, gotiated behind the workers” backs  haikl a fighting wniion, indpendent 107 them, bt wor

i He is the burcaucracy’s favour-
into the surrogate sheep. And c?‘::rne is also the possibility | #e 1o take over f;om bd«}-: Browne and then ummad theough without — of the government and the hosses, e seclor o, whe
that's how Dolly was bom. s y in the presidential office. Indocd, any opportunaty for the NO <ide to which will stand up for the rights e sume rights,

the way Panpership 2000 was ne i a greo vichey |

: of growing new limbs or organs el - T make their case f it Blnaie erseni. “ s alerir
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cal history.
The story is one of
cover-up, les and li-
on the pan of the
glood Transfusion Serv.
ces Board (BTSB) and the
Department of Health, It is
also the of immensa
sutteri the
victims and their hes,
it Is now three years
snce the scandal was first
revealed. The vicsims are
<8l fighting to have thase
held account-

e,

The scandal back
10 1976 when lh%o”biood of
a woman, Patient X, who
was sullering from infec-
tve hepatitis, was used to
make the blood product
anli-D. This anti-D was
then given to women after
the birth of a child if they
t;pg a particular blood

- Breaking

The Blood Bank was
breaking all the rules in
1976 by taking the biood
fective hepatitis a

had had multiple transty-
sions. Patient X's blood
was without her con-
sent and without the
of her consul-

If the Blood Bank had
its own rules this
scandal would never have

the appalling negli-
genca didn't nt?me.
In 1977 the BTSB was
1old that there were cases
of women inected with
hepatitis C who had re-
ceived anti-D injections,
The Blood Bank did noth-
%0 establish if there was
a ink between the two,
Fourteen rs later, in
December 1994, the
Blood Bank’s chiel again
received a warning aboul
the use of anti-D in a letier
from a consultant in Mid-

clesex.

This letter made a clear
link between anti-0 and
hepatitis C. But no ackon
was taken until 1994.
Niamh rave is one
of the women who was in-
fecled by the s C
virus between 1991 and
1994. The mm:;lnow-
rus this lime was
oen “Patient Y", taken in
1991 and used before
tests for hepatitis B and
HIV were done.

In October 1991 the
blood of Patient Y tested
pesitive for the hepatitis C

virue. , products
Mmodoon-
tinved to be used until
summer 1994,

Fatigue
1 the
Niamh “v::s one o Whis
ans-D after the birth of a

baby. She suffered ex-
and depres-

treme faligue

shon for a couple of 8";‘
no e
was ning 10

why
m:t ot until 1694
was n
when the BYSB an-
screening

fo men gr?'o
roceived ant-D that
she realised what was

wrong.
When she
the Blood aolfd for

Blood%gﬁk’s

barrier to truth

HEPATITIS C - NIAMH’S ST

of Niamh Cosgrave, one o?tﬁg t1elI
who were been infected b
result of the biggest scandal

s the story
,600 women

hepatitis C as a
ever in Irish medi-

all
wet malona that theen

relating to
the contaminat
Bl ed 1991

Like all other women
who went for screening
Ncan'hvmsaskadawics
of questions about sexual
activity, drug use, body
prerangs and tatoos. Al-
Mough they knew that
were responsible, the
by o

shift the
eugwlherca blame
eing diagnosed a
havin, hepagills C vn:
onlz e stant of Niamh's

. n from the
Rness and the oo

reatment that werst with |
she wlms also faced with
Ing tréatment by the
auoritas, oY
The BTSB and the De-
partment of Health con-
?wler;::z refused —right
rom the top —to accept
that the situation had been
created by their failure 10
rovide a sale, reliable
service, Time and
time again they placed
barriers n the way of those
who were irying to get
some justice ior those al-
fected

_This was most stun-
ni shown in the case
ol McCole, a woman
who has since died as a
result of hepatitis C,

In 15995 a compensation
tribunal had been set up
for the victms. For many
however this was not
enough. The tribunal
would not involve any ac:
mission of responsibilit
on the pan of the BTS
and the Depariment of

of thgu who decded o
pursue the State through
the courts to Iry 1o get 1o
the truth,

10 @nocrymity. .
Despite all this Brigid
McCole won a im-
t victory In

§996. The Blood Board
was foecad 10 admit that it
was rgspcnmﬁ 5"3:

s i
stroying the e and had 15
for its negli-

prejudice

DISCRIMINATION against the travelling
community has always been Ireland's ver-

sion of aparthied.

Rasie anfsaramm'x isa
new play which tackles
Tacism against travellers.
The play was written by
Charlie O'Neill and pro-
duced by Calypso Prodac-
Lioas,

Calypso has produced
other political plays deal-
ing with such issues as El
Salvador and Indomesia,

Central

The play's central char-
acter of Rosic is based on
tree accounts of a travel-
ling woman whom
O'Neill imerviewed for
the play. Reosie and
Starwars is a brilliant
piece of drama, showing
the constant discrimina-
tion that travedlers have o
endure.

But the uniqueness of
this play is that it docs mot
sct out 10 be in any way
patronisang. What you sec
15 what you get: a humor-
ous but serious look at the

relationship between trav-
cllers and the setthed com-
munity.

The play conmtains the
wsual arguments which
travellers encounter like
“I"ve no prohiem as long
as they're not in my
hackyard™ and “Violence
is im their genes: that's the
way they are.”

The play challenges all
of these argumcents in s~
cicty through s portrayal
of the relationship be-
twoen Roske and Starwars.

Bias

We sce the bias of the
media and the local busi-
nessmen using violence o
remonve the travellers fom
their unofficial site, The
local councillor whips up
the hysteria by making
damaing remarks about
the Jocal travellers

In i fow woeds, s play
is unmissable: has 10 be
W
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A challenge to
anti-traveller

by Gino Kenny

Travellers face constant discrimination

Rosic and Starwars
plays at the Mecting
Houxe Squeare, Temple
Rar., Dublin wndil 13
March, followed by a
nationwide tour.

Singer’s sick
views on Nazis

KULA SHAKER, known for their swirli

melodies and crashing guitars are a well-
respected band. They recently won ‘Best
new band'at the Brit awards. They are also
well known for shooting their mouths off.

Lead singer Crispiun
Mills, son of actress
Hayley Mills and grand
son of Sir John Mills, fan-
cies himsclf as a bit of a
guru. He scems 1o have
taken it upon himsell o
spread his ideas of Indian
spirituality and mysticism
among his pop fans.

Which is all very well
until you realise what's ac-
tually involved im his proc-
lamations.

Realise

See, Kula Shaker don't
just talk about the Arma-
geddon that's just a bit
down the road, theee's also
some fairly nasty politics
involved.

A recent interview in the
New Musical Express
showed exactly where
they stand.

Let's start  with
Crispian’s views on ani-
mal rights, He reckons that
killing a cow is casily as
bad as killing 2 baby. It's
when he expands on this
view that the problems re-

Crispilan Mills

ally stan,

Crispian actually seems
o think that the cow is
more valuable 1o society
because it is, “supplying
you wirh milt and acting as
a maternal symbel™,

So while in his woeld
andmals are worth less than
humans, women defindtely
come at the very bottom of
his scale: a) h they do
come in very handy for

ing children.
WM‘;‘M course have an
impertant role to play in
protecting women. But
Crispian worries about
men in the nineties:

“Where have all the

Anights gouse.™ he asks wn
[L ST

AN o this i< bad cnoegh
bt s whon he gets sotalk.
ing about Lscism tha ths
former public schoolbay
moes from the ndiculous
%0 the dasperous.

“Hitker knew a lor move
thes e munde ont. Hitler
anel his whole gang weren's
Juest e hwanels of ficking psve
chos. they were also o
magic and all that.” he
says.

"1 love the xwastika! If's
a brilliant image, it symbol-
irex peace and the sun and
illwwmination.,. ) d love ro
kave great big flaming
swagtiba onstage just for
the fick of it.”

It's difficule 1o co -
hend how someone m
completely fail to see what
the swastika has come to
mean. Mills shows a total
disre; for the saffering
of millsons of people at the
hands of the Nazis.

Coming # a time when
an{ decent person is re-

sed 10 see the likes of Le

and his National Front
gaining ground in France,
it shows how far removed
the likes of Mills are from
reality. And no amoum of
sixties psychedelia can
hide tha,

have always stres-
sed organising
within the working
class.

But how?

These essays
(show why we
need some-
thing very dif-
ferent from re-
formist or-

change.

soclalist

e
The Two Souls

of Socialism

Hal Draper
This brilliant

ram hlet which

BOOKS FOR SOCIALISTS

Party and Class

Cliff. Hallas, Harman, Trotsky
Socialists aim to
“ change the world and

ganisations like the La-
bour parly if we are to get real

They also dispel the myths about
democratic centralism and explain the
arty that Lenin built and the
Sullnggt lespotism that replaced it.
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