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The following interview with a member of the Central Committee of the Liga Comunista Reva-
lucionaria/Euzkadi ta Askatasuna=V| (LCR/ETA-V] — Revolutionary Communist League/Basque -
Mation and Freedom-5ixth Congress) was taken on April 22,

Qluestion. What are the most important changes that
the murders in Vitorio and the general strike of 500,000
workers of Euzkadi (the Bosque country] in response o
those murders?

Answer, The most important thing is that the masses
have become conscious of the failure of the palitical
project of reforming Franceism and not only of the fall=
ure of the Arias government. From this flows the under-
standing by the masses of the necessity not only of get-
ting rid of the dictatorship but also of destroying all its
boses. This is shown, for example, by the spreod of slo-
gars |ike "Dissolution of the repressive corps of Franco-
fsm, " "Trials of those retponsible for the crimes of the
dictatorship, " and so on. These have been raised both
during demonstrations and in the platforms of demands
of important workers strikes. 5o you ean say that from
this point on, the dominant political erientation within
the bourgeosie concedes that the short=term legaliza-
tion of the whole of the workers movement is inevitable.

As for o8 the conguest of democratic rights is concerned,
the mass movement feels its victory approaching with
giant steps, This iz giving an impetus not only te united
action by the mass movement, but alse to the outflank-
ing of the demobilizing actions of sectors of the opposi-
tion, as was recently the case with the attempts to con-
cel the April B demonstrations in Madrid for amnesty and
the demonstrations around Averri Eguna, the Bosgue ma-
tional heliday. In all, about 30,000 or 40,000 pecple
participated in the Madrid demonstrations and aboult
4,000 to 5,000 essembled for Averri Eguna in Pamplona,
despite the declared state of siege. 5o the political sit-
vation is more and more tending toward o decisive turn.

The general strike for the overthrow of the dictatorship
hos become an immediate objective for brood mosses,

a'\"‘-"hc:r is the function of the constitutional referendum

the government is preparing for June 1976, according
to the Spanish press?

AThe referendum is the instrument of the Froncoist mon=-
archy and the government for responding to the averal!
crisis of the regime and the state apparatus, Probably
there will be three questions in the referendum. The
First will relate to formal points about the succession

to the throne, Obvicusly, this implies an indirect pleb-
iscite for the monarchy. The second will relate to the
modification of the Cortes, the pseudo-parliament
created by the dictatorship. This institution will be di-
vided into two Assemblies: a Senate with a corporatist
composition, mode up of members directly designated
by the king, who has committed himself to including
the forty Francoist "lifetime ossessars”" who now sit in
the Cortes; and a "Congress of Deputies” elected by
universal suffrage, These two Assemblies will have an
approximately egual number of members and = this is
the catch = practically identical spheres of competence.
This is a good reflection of the political projects and
intentions of the present government. The Senate is the
"gift" to the old Francaists. The Congress of Deputies
is seen as a "gift" to the bourgecis and Social Democratic
opposition. The one should pretty much neutralize the
other,

The third question of the referéndum is the most surpris-
ing of all. It will solicit approval of the government's
right to issue simple decraes to alter the "fundamental



laws of the kingdom, ! which were always considered
immutable and eternal by traditional Francoist ideology.

So the meaning of the referendum is clear on two levels.
On the one hand; the point it to breck up the logjam
the Francoist far right hod established to black the pro]-
ects of reforming the regime. On the other hand, the
second point is fo skeich out a sort of agreement with
sectors of the "democratic” bourgeoisie, or, in any case,
to establish rules of the political gome that are as favor=
able as possible to the projects of the Francoist monarchy.
This implies that the monarchy is trying, particularly
through the vehicle of the third question of the referen-
dum, to ohitain the possibility of assuring a "legal" tran-
sition without any apperent discontinuity (once forced

to by the action of the masses) from governments of the
"raform of Francoism" variety to a government that
would legalize the whole workers movement, like, for
example, a government headed by the Christian Demo-
cratic chief Rufz Jiménaz, This shows to what extent

the bourgeoisie today comsiders its major political objec-
tive 1o be depriving the mas movement of its role as
protagonist of the overthrow of the dictatorship.

In this situation, the Francoist far right s deepening ifs
attitude of active resistance not only within the Franco-
ist institutions but also in the streets, preparing itself

to intervene politically as an independent force after

the overthrow of the dictatorship, while still pursuing

its palicy of radically obstructing any project of insti=
tutional change, no mafter how modest, |t appears likely
that this far right will coll for a "na" vote, at least on
the third question of the referendum.

The "demacratic” sectors of the bourgeoisie and the So-
cial Demacracy have expressed their opposition to the
referendum as a whole so long as the present political
conditions parsist, Even though the government may be
ohle to ebtain a formal success for the " yes" vote by
resorting to moneuvers and fraud, the political operation
represented by this referendum is condemned to failure
in odvance, as are all the other government projects,

The referendum Is nothing bul a new manifestation of

the “flight forward® that characterizes the Francoist
monarchy. Incopable of resolving the problems, it is
simply trying to postpone things. But every postponement
makes the solution to these problems more difficult from
the starmdpoint of the interests of the bourgecisie, be-
cause of the amplificotion of the mass mobilizations it
provokes,

°Whuf is the meaning of the fusion of the Junta Dema-
crdtica (Democratic Council) and the Plataforma de Con-
vergencia Democrdtica (Platform of Democratic Conver=
gence) inte the "Coordinacién Democrdtica” (Democratic
Coordination)? (Sea INPRECCR, No.49, April 15, for
the text of the Coordinacidn's founding communigué.)

RAThic wor the First of o series of similar events, such as
the joint communiqué of the Democratic Council of Ca=
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talonia and the president of the Generalidad of Catalonia
in exile, Josep Tarradellas, as well as the fusion into

o single body of the Junta Democrdtica and the Demo-
cratic Council of Valencia, As we have already painted
out in the communiqué of our orgonization on the con=
stitution of the Coordinacién Demoerdtica (see | NPRE=-
COR, No.49, April 15), the bosic abjective of this
fusion iz the "negotiated break" (ruptura pactada) with
the reformers of Froncoism. The point is to push the eri-
entation of peaceful transition from dictatorship to "de-
mocracy ' to its ultimate logic. Not only is the monarchy
not challenged, but the king appears as the principal
protagonist of the "democratization” of the country,
Thus, to give just one example, the most recent version
of this "peaceful transition, " os it was presented a few
dayt ago in a document of the Christian Democracy,
corsists of the convocation by the king of legislative
elections (not even o Comstituent Assembly!) within six
months. Since the creation of the Coordinocitn Demo-
crdtica, two imporfant events have occurred in this con=
text, The party of Gil Robles (butcher of the Asturias
insurrection of October 1934}, a Catholic bouwrgeois
politician, ultroconservative and Fiercely anticommu=-
nist, has joined the Coordinacién. At the some time,
Rufz liménez hos posed ox o condilion for his presence
in the Coordinacién the stipulation that the statutes
must require that all decisions have to be faken unani-
mously. He explained this demand in the follewing way:
"Under the conditions of social crisis the country is naw
living through, we must avoid any Imprudent attitude

in political declarations and above all in street demon-
strations." The meoning is clear, In proctice, the CP,
the PSOE, the MCE, and the PT* have occepted this
demand, hitching their "frant" to the wagon of the bour=-
geois conservatives, Gil Robles and Rufz liménez hove
thus acquired veto power aver all the activities of the
Coordinacidn Democrdtica.,

The function of the Coordinacidn Democrdtica as an in-
strument for creating o pact between the bourgeaitie
and refarmist opposition (supported by two important
Mao-centrist groups) and the Francoist monarchy has
been completely confirmed by these events, The func-
tion of the traditional workers parties within this body
is in foct limited to acting os watchdogs over the mass
movement, trying to hald this movement within bounds
compatible with the veto rights of Mssrs. Gil Robles and
Rufz liménez. It is thete two traditional workers parties
that must ales guarantee the future Social Pact, which
they have promised big copital as compensation for the
conversion to "democracy, "

Alss, we ought to stress the meaning of the accord be-
tween the Council of Catalonia and Tarradellas, as well
as the relaunching of the Euzkadi government-in-exile.
In both cases, it is o matter of utilizing "historic" bour=
geois nationalism os o means of channeling the aspira-
tions of the oppressed masses to obtain their right of self-

*PSOE: Partide Socialista Obrero Espaficl — Spanish
Socialist Workers party (the Social Democracy); MCE:
Movimiento Comunista de Espana — Communist Move=
ment of Spain; PT: Portido del Trabajo — Lebor party.
The latter twe are Mas=-centrist formations.
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determination for two nationalities for whom the prob-
lem of national oppression takes on special impertance,

We can conclude that everything is now being prepared
for the so-called constitutional peried. In the course

of this period, o "pravisional government of broad cca=
lition, " within which the hegemony of the bourgeois
forces will be absolute, is supposed to assure total con-
trel of the politicel situation in the nome of the "estab-
lishment of democracy, " that is, the reconstitution of
the Spanish bourgeois state. 1t is significant that some
mambers of the Junta Democrdtica, the entrepreneur
Laroque for example, have openly asserted that one of
the main objectives of this "constitutional period” would
consist of reassuring Tnvestors by guaranteeing social
peace in the country,

This shows how impartant it 1s to raise the slogan of
immediate elections to o Constituent Assembly in order
to reject the legitimacy of any provisional government
imposed on the pecoples of the Spanish state and as on
instrument for sweeping oway the whale Francaist polit-
ical and institutioral apparatus. Thisslogan must be
articulated along with that of the no less immediate con-
vocation of sovereign notional ossemblies of the oppressed
nationalities so that they may freely exercise their own
right to self-determination. To these two key demands

of the present stage we must add the entirety of demo=
cratic slogans, the totality of which expresses the neces-
sity, deeply felt by the mass movement, of completely
destroying the Francolst regime.

QHow should the "tolerated” congress of the UGT be
interpreted? (UGT: Unién General de Trobojodores —
General Warkers Union).

A authorization of the UGT congress and the holding
of this congress synthetically express the contradictions
of the paolitical situation in the Spanish state. (Some of
these contradictions reach the point of absurdity: The
government officially called the UGT congress "days

of trade-union studles, ) This authorization was inevi-
table even in the framework of the "reform of Franco=
ism, " because as we know, this reform implied the le-

galization of the historic Social Democracy. But the
congress, which was held over Easter week, immed tately
turned against the government, going beyond what was
desired by the UGT bureaucracy itself.

In fact, you have to take account of what forty years
of dichatorship means in order o understand the enor-
mous symbalic value acquired in the eyes of the workers
of the whole country by the fact that a congress of an
arganization linked to the very birth of the Spanish
warkers movement was able to be held, During the course
of this congrass hundreds of people sang the Interna-
tional, with their fists raised, and thera was no repres=
sion at all, The workers did not consider the holding of
this congress gs o concession from the government, but
as a victory of the working class itself, The foct that it
was o UGT congress was less important than the fact
that it was @ congress of a workers organization. The
holding of this congress not only gave new impetus fo
the big debate about the creation of a class trade union
that is new going on within the Spanish workers move-
ment . |t also stimulated preparation of other congresses
of ather workers currents, like those being prepored by
the USO, the CNT,* and the Viurkers Commissions.

Concretzly, the UGT congress ended in o victory for

the right wing of the UGT, which had already held con-
trol of the apparatus. The fundamental thesis of this sec-
tor is summed up in the slogan "Unity in liberty, " the
real meaning of which is to center on building the UGT
as swch rather than any project of a trade union based
on closs unity. It Is symptomatic that the congress re-
spanded with stony silence, 1f not murmurs of disapproval,
to the appeal of Julian Ariza, well-known leader of the
Workers Commissions, for a congress fo form a united
trade union.

But alongside this rightist majority, o significant leftist
minarity crystallized, represented essentially by the
Madrid and Segovia federations, which put ferward
mation caolling for inviting representatives of all the
working-class trade-union currents to the final session
of the congress. This motion was the only one presented
by the minority that received a majority of the votes.

The general positions foken by the UGT seem tough and
radical. They talk of "class trode unionism" and of "rav=-
elutionary unionism." This expresses the bureoucracy's
need to toke account of the impetuous rise of the mass
movemeant,

The official figure on UGT membership is barely 7,000.
Several far-left political erganizations in Spain already
have more members than that, And it is a figure that is
much lower than that of the Workers Commissions. But

it is incontestable that the UGT will go through o rapid
expansion now that it enjoys the tolerance of the author-
ities and can draw new and less paliticized layers into
action.

* USQO: Unidn Sindical Obrere—Workers Trade Union
Federation; CNT: Confederacién MNacional de los Tra-
bojodores— National Confederation of Warkers.,
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ﬂWhm is the mass movement at right now?

Rhe state of the mass movement has been substantially
modified by the struggles that came after the Vitoria
murders. Big workers struggles have gone on, especially
in the metals sector of Barcelona and amang the tele-
phone workers of the whole country; a new rise of strug-
gle by the comstruction workers is also possible now.
Dozens of factories have seen important struggles. Some
very significant victories have been won. At the SEAT
automobile foctory in Barcelona a large number of work-
ers who had been laid off for going on strike were ra=
hired. The some thing happened at Hunosa (the coal
mines in Asturias). The workers are continuing to wage
their struggles in o combined manner, both through the
legal vehicle of the enlaces y jurados (the legally elected
delegates of the official vertical union, the CNS) and
through various types of representative bodies such as
workshop assemblies and foctory assemblies,

The paint that has been attained by the mass movement
implies the necessity for o batic qualitative |leap toward
centralization in order to broach the problem of the
final overthrow of the dictatorship, In this situation,
bath the varisus united Moy | initiatives now being pre=
pared [n dozens of cities around the country (in fact,
the majority of the important cities) and the capocity
te go beyond conciliatery and reformist positions
which wos manifested during Averri Eguna in Euzkodi
create good conditions for taking this qualitative leap
soon.

QWhot are the latest developments within the far |aft?

Ah's not easy to amswer this, becauvse the situation is
very fluid; continuous recomposition is gaing on. As

for the traditionol workers arganizations, the most sig-
nificant new fact is the development of internal tensions
in the CP, caused by the demobilizing attitude fo which
its policy of allisnce with the bourgeoisie leads, sspe-
ciolly during mass street demonstrations.

The two biggest Maoist organizations, PT and ORT (Or-
ganizacidn Revolucionoria de los Trabajadores — Revo-
lutionary Workers Organization), have initiated a uni-=
fication process, but it is running inte many difficulties.
For example, ORT did not agree to join the Coordina-
cién Democrdtica, Tn which both the CP and the PT par-
Heipate. But it did ask for observer status. The two or=
ganizations have been exhibiting greater independence
of the CP in the past few weeks, unlike their attitude
during preceding months.

The MCE fs now sketching out a right turn which sesms
to have no limits. For exomple, it asked to be incor-
porated into the Basque governmant=in-exile, which is
led by bourgecis nationalists,

On the other hand, Bandera Roja is now engaged ina
rather far-reaching left turn, which has enabled them

to reach important practical convergences with our or=
ganization in struggles like that of the construction
workers in Barcelona.

The OIC (Organizacién Internacionalista Comunista—
Internationalist Communist Organization,an ultraleft
group), which has been going through a big erisis since
the beginning of the year, recently held o congress dur-
ing which it worked out o turn oway from some of its
traditional positions, while maintaining both its sectarian
positions on the Workers Commissions and ifs lack of un-
derstanding of the essential problem of the workers trade
union in the Spanish state today. The politico-military
ETA (Euzkadi ta Askatusuna — Basque MNation and Free-
dom) s now going through one of the most serious crises
of its history, after the monumental error committed with
the killing of Berazadi and other erronecus military ac-
tions,

As for the LCR/ETA=VI, we are continuing to grow in
terms of clarity, political influence, and organizational
consistency, which has enabled us to double our strength
in the past four months, But we remain weaker than the
strengest Mooist organizations. It is therefore necessary
to occentuate our efforts to expand our implantation

in the working class and to prepare ourselves, the van-
guard, and the mass movement for the decisive tasks
they will confront in the stage immediately before us,

As for the Liga Comunista (Communist League), with
which the Central Committee of our organization has
decided to propose the opening of a fusion process, we
believe that it has initiated an important practical
evolution, which appears positive to us and which has
been manifested in its present intervention into the
metalworkers struggles in Barcelona,

'nSo; to sum up?

A'W'e ore already living through the process of the over-
throw of the dictatership. There have been sharp changes
in the sitvation, and we will see others. Repressive at-
tacks by the government, even bloody ones, remain pos-
sible and even inevitable. But the process is now under
woy and nothing will stop it. Within this process we
forcefully reaffirm our basic strategic line: to resolutely
drive forward the independent action of the mass move-
ment o5 the only force that can destroy Francoism defin-
itively. We reaffirm that the overthrow of the dictator-
ship, whatever concrete form it may take, will opena
prerevolutionary situation in our country, Our task is

to make this advance to o revelutionary situation. This
strategy supplies all the meaning of our present orienta-
tion toward the centrolization of mass oction for the
gereral sirike ogainst the dictatorship, This is also what
gives full meaning to our battle for o united trode-union
congress, to our slogan for immediate elections to o
Comstituent Assembly, to our propaganda for a workers
government, and to our constant struggle for the
workers united front against the dictatorship and capi-
talism, ]




Tien-an-men

An earlier article in INPRECOR (see MNo.46, March 18,
19768) dealt with the early phase of the recent political
campaign in Chino agoinst Teng Hsiao-ping. Since that
article oppeared, dramatic new events have taken place
in Peking, confirming our-earlier conclusions and in-
dicating important new developments in the struggle.
Before discussing the most recent turn in the Chinese
crisis, It is useful to give o short background account

of the course of the factionol struggle in the Chinese
Communist party (CCP) over the last decade,

At the most opparent level, the cultural revolution of

| 9446-68 was a confrontation at the pinnacle of power
between two rival cliques, one headed by Mao Tse-
tung and Lin Piaoc, defense minister and high priest of
the "Mao cult," and the other by Liv Shao-chi and
Teng Heloo-ping, both former general secretaries of the
party who, like Stalin in the Soviet Union, had built
up a strong political base in the party establishment.

The political program of the Liu-Tang clique broadly
reflected the dissatisfaction of the hard-headed "real-
ists" in the bureaucracy with the voluntoristic and egal-
itarion policies pursued by the "romanticist” Mao in the
late 19505, It is well known that these policies plunged
China into economic choos, Codres at all levels of the
party undoubted|y shared Liv ond Teng's concern that
these policies might be repeated. The Liu-Teng group
also opposed Moo on cerfain foreign policy issues.
While they shared Mac's basic criticisms of Soviet "re-
visionism, " unlike him, they fovored a cerfain measure
of cooperation with the Russians ogainst American im-
perialism.

Whereos the constituency of the Liv-Teng group was in
the bureaucratic elite, Moo and his faction (amang
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them his‘wife, Chiang Ching, up to then o palitical
outsider, and Chen Po-ta, his long=-time personal secre-
fary} set out to create a maw base among sectors of
Chinese society whose vaice hod long been silenced by
the bureaucracy, porticularly youth. By mobilizing
them in struggle, Mao hoped both to swamp his enemies
in the leodership and to "guarantee the succession" by
revalutionizing new levies of future codres, With char-
acteristic impetuousness, Moo was banking on the fact
that his immense authority among the masses would keep
the movement more or less within the guidelines he had
laid down for it. But the striking feature of the cultural
revolution wos the constant tendency of the forces mo-
bilized in the struggle to escope central contral, Mot
only did huge sirikes breok oot in Janvary 1967, but
many orgonizations edvanced independent political pro-
grams calling for socialist demecrocy in the spirit of

the Paris Commune.

With kit alliance erumbling at the base, Mao was forced
to call in the militery to restore order, This interven-
tion involved the eentral military leodership eround Lin
Pioo and the meore conservative regional commanders,
whose loyalties generally loy with their counterparts

in the party. At the same time,; Mao was forced to call
off his purge of the party cadres. The disintegration of
the Maooist base Tn the mass movement and the increased
army invalvement were to have far-reaching consegquences
far the future evolution of the factional struggle at the wop.

The ninth congress of the CCP in 194% institutionalized
the balance of forces that had emerged from the cultural
revolution, farmally drumming Liv Shao=chi out of the
leodership and ushering in the period of reconstruction
of the party organizations destroyed during the moss as-
sault,
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In 1970 Chan Po-ta was purged from the leadership to
prepare the way for a further rapprochement with the
representatives of the central bureaucracy. Later, Mao's
"close comrode~in-arms, " Lin Plao, died in an airplane
crash while fleeing to the Soviet Union after an alleged
coup attempt, The dekils of the "Lin Pioo aoffair” are
obscure and need not concemn us here, but objectively
this episode marked the first stage in the whittling down
of the newly-acquired power of the army in Chinese po-
litical life. Soon after Lin's death, other militory lead=
ers were olss purged in the course of a campaign fo re=
assert "party control over the gun." But rather than take
on the whole of tha army in one strake, Mao opplied

his usual "ealami tactics” to the problem,

Before 1966 the People's Liberation Army (PLA) wae
traditionally subordinate to a unified political leader-
ship: it ute in the factional struggle during the cultural
ravalution inevitably produced serious infernal factional
divisione, The relative speed with which the PLA |lead-
ership was forced o persuaded to back down from polit=
ical power ofter 196% demonstrated once agaln that the
role of the:grmy in Ching is in no woy onalogeus to that
in capitalist countriesor aven in the Soviet Union. But
it lzalsoclear that the identification of the military
with the goals of the central political leadership is no
langer alsclute or automatic. Although he ousted the
central Lin Piao clique, Mao was careful te do nothing
that might antagonize the conservative regional com-
manders and made o number of political concessions

o them.,

The «radicals» in retreat

The period batween 1970 and early 1973 represented

the nodir of "radical” influence in the leadership, The
downfall of "radicals" Che: ond Lin reflected and rein-
forced the trand set in motion by the collapse of Mag's
bose in the mass movement. The “Lin Pioo affair” also
serlously undermined the eredibility of the Maoists. In
an attempt to restore his reputation for “infallibility, "
Maso produced a letter to Chiang Ching, allegedly writ-
ten in 1986, which suogested that he hod distrusted Lin
all along. He then launched a "philosophical” compaign
stressing the fact that it is an iron law of the universe
that "one divides into two. "

With the "redical" forces in temporary decline, o mas-
sive rehobllitation (or "libemtion") of codres who had
been attacked during the cultural revolution got under
way,. This "liberation” was part of o gensral drift to=
ward o restoration of the bureducratic status que, which
was hostened by the shorfage of administrative talent
among Mac's "radical" entouroge and by the need g
convince the powerful regionol commanders that the
political power they had relinquished would past into
hands acceptable to them.

These "liberated" cadres provided the basis for recon-
stituting the "moderate” ar "conservative" faction in
the burecucracy. As recent events have revealed, Chou
En-lgi ond the mehobilitated "MNo.2 c::'pﬂalisr roader, "

Teng Hsioo-ping, were at the center of this regroup=
ment. Why was Mac prepared to "liberate" Teng? The
main reasans would oppear to be that Teng was considered
vital to the success of Chou's new "smiling face dip-
lomacy and economic comstruction and that his reha-
bilitation was intended os a gesture of good faith to the
rest of the bureaucrocy .

Even though the "radicals” were in retreat, thuy retained
the trump card of the political bocking of Mao himself.
At the same time they had a power base in sections of
the party {notably Shanghall, and they controlled the
press and the urban militia; which was intended as a
counterweight to the conservative military men.

The first major political test of strength after 1967 was
the tenth congress of the CCP in August 1973, It was
at this point that the "rodicals” vnexpectedly launched
the "eppese the tide" and "oppose Confucius" compaigns
in order to strengthen their position in the leadership
struggle. The two factiomns oppeared to emerge from the
tanth congress equal in strength, but since the "moder-
ates” were returning to posts they hod already occupied
befora the 1966 upheaval, they were fn fact in o bet-
ter position to consolidate their power, The "oppose
the tide" campaign was dropped shortly after the tenth
congress, and the "criticize Confucius" campalan was
given a sharp anti-cultural=revolution bios by the ad-
dition of the "criticize Lin Piog" aspect.

By the time Chou En~lai fell ill in May 1574, the
"moderates" were strangly enough entrenched to be
able to block the appointment of "radical" Wang Hung=
wen, nomingfed Mo, 3 in the hilerarchy al the knth
congress, os Chou's stand=in and o ensure that this
role went to Teng Hsiao=ping. |n an unsuccessful ar-
tempt to reverse this defeat, the "radicals" lounched
an offensive in mid=1974 cgaimt "suspect” plays and
operas, as well as a short=lived wall-poster compaign,
which Western journalists revealed wos suppressed,
often violently, by local bureoucrats.
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The Fourth MNational People's Congress (NPC) in Janu-
ary 1975 marked ancther important victory for the "mad-
erates, " increasing Teng's power and reducing "radical”
representation to a minimum. Mao was conspicuously
absent from the NPC, signaling his oppesition to ifs
decisions. In his speech ko the NPC Chou En-loi, who
made only the slightest reference to "economic develop-
ment” at the tenth congress in 1973, was able to spell
out economic targets for the next twenty-five yeors.

5till unwilling to concede defeat, the Maoists ralsed
more and more explosive issues in the course of their
1975 campaign to "restrict bourgeois rights, " attacking
bureaucratic privilege and corruption and urging work-
ers to oust "bourgeois power=holders" from the leader-
ship, But the strike wave in the summer of 1975 alarmed
all sections of the bureoucracy, giving Teng a chance
to raise slogons more in keeping with his own conserva-
tive style of government,

The «anti-Teng» campaign

Since the issues involved in the anti-Teng campaign
were dealt with extensively in the earlier INPRECOR
article, it is necessary only to briefly summarize them
here,

In the context of the struogles of the 1980y, thare js
little new in Teng's political program, which strasses
the need for stability, professionalism, and a slight
widening of differentials to cushion buresucratic rule
through the creation of a narrow privileged social stra-
tum. In foreign policy Teng appedrs to favor the normal-
ization of relations with the Soviet Union, although the
evidence for this is flimsy. He olse fovers o certain lib-
eralization of political and cultural life, and was re-
cently accused (Hsinkua, April 8) of "wanting bourgeois
libertarianism" and of dencuncing Chiang Ching's the-
atrical works as "letting a single flower bloom ., "

While the "rodicals” share Teng's basic aim of modern-
izing China's economy before the end of the century,
they insist on the need to reduce inequality to a mini-
mum through a downward compression of wage scales
and favor permanent political mobilization to stamp out
symptoms of bureaucratic degeneration. Their proposals
for "all-round dictatorship" amount in practice fo the
extinction of all elemants of proletarian democracy .

Even though the issues at stake in the recent dispute are
similar in essence to those that arose in 1968; the dif-
ferences between the two perieds are crucial to an un-
derstanding of how the crisis has developed:

1. In 1946 the army, steeped for seven years in the
spirit of "Mao thought"” by Lin Piao, was firmly on the
side of the Chairman. In 1976 the military hierorchy
wupports the "moderates” in the leodership, if only be-
cauvse of the traumatic memories of the cultural reveolu=-
tion, and resents the palitically=motivated reshuffling
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of their commands, Meedless to say, the lack of posi-
tive support from the military severely reduces the op-
tions open to the "rodicals,”

2, In 1964 the Liv=-Teng clique was united by no more
than an ill-defined opposition to Mao's more "extreme"
policies and could not yet be said to constitute an al-
ternative pole in the leadership. On the contrary, they
collapsed almost os soon as pressure was brought to bear
on them. In 1976, with the experience of the last ten
veors behind them, the "moderates" are opparently bet-
ter organized, more united, and more prépared to od-
vance an alternative program than ever before, as evi-
denced by Teng's obstinate refusal to make the slightest
gesture of "repentance” for his "crimes, "

3. The sheer numerical weight of "liberated" cadres in
the administration gives "modemte" leaders o measure

of immunity, since threatening moves against them would
run the ritk of alienating an entire layer of the burecu-
cracy. For example, it has been estimated that twelve
of the vice-premiers ond ministers, eighty-one officials
of the state council, and over 500 central figures at the
top level belong to the category of "liberated” cadres,

4, Another new and erucial feature of the recent period
is thefact that although the social tensions dramatically
highlighted by the cultumal revolution are continuing

to multiply, the masses are turning less and less to any
section of the bureaucratic leadership for solutions and
are relying more and more on their own independent ac-
Hons. This is demonstrated, amang ather things, by the
Hangchow strike wave of 1975 and by the fact that those
Red Guords mobilized and then suppressed by the "radi-
cal" leaders in 1966, together with large numbers of
johless youth in the towns ond villages, are now ready
to fight agoinst the Mao-Chiang Ching group. The emer-
gence of powerful underground revolutionary currents
among Chinese youth is best exemplified by the fomous
"Li I=che wall-poster" put up in Canton in late 1974,
the importance of which will be discussed in a future
article.



These importont changes are the main reason why the
Magists insisted on the strict regulation of the anti-Teng
campaign, and absolutely forbode the formation of mass
arpanizations,

Behind the Tien-an-men events

Mow let us consider the most recent phase in the prezent
political crisiz, particularly the riots in Tien-an=men
Square in Peking, when more than 100 militiomen were
wounded, Fwelve of them seriously, by o crowd incensed
e removal of wreaths loid in memory of Chou

aver
En-lai. Did the Tien-an-man events represent o demon-
stration of moss support for Teng's political program?
Was the “counterrevalutionary" violence that flared up
in the square stoged by Teng and his backers, a3 the
Maoists claimed? The arswer to both question:s would
appear to be no. The Peking correspondent of the Far
Eastern Economic Review, who spent several hours in
the square; "did not hear or see Teng's name once, "
Ohn the contrary, all reports indicate that if any one
name wos resporsible for drawing the crowds, it was
Chou En=lai's, Far Teng to have stage-managed the in=
cident that gave his enemies precisely the excuse thay
neaded to strip him of all his powers would, In fact,
have been an uncharocteristically Inept move on the
part of this master of the bureaucratic maneuver. In this
context, it should be ramembered that it was the voice
of Teng's ally Wu Teh that boomed out from the public
address system during the riofs, warning ogainst "class

enemiet and counterrevelutionaries, ™

The evidence awailoble both in the remarkably full and
frank People's Daily report of the incidents and in ac=
counts provided by Western -!CI_-IrI{_'rIEEH presant lJ-_,-ril'.g

evants shows clearly that the theory of an "organized,

premeditoted counterrevalutionary plot" has ubs:’--_p"el:,-

no substance. A main theme of the demonstrators — whe
sang the International, gave the clenched-fist salute,
and repeatedly stressed their allegionce to Marxism —
was-the call for democratic rights and oppaosition o the
totalitarion implications of the "rodical"~irspired cam-

paign ta deepan the “all-round dictatorship. " [(As the
Li l-che wu”-pc:-s.’-'_-r in Cantan pn:n!r;-d out, the main

victim of this "dichtorship” is not the

ileged class’
but the "newly-emerged moss mavement.") This is seen
clearly in the "decadent and reactionary” poem pasted
up by "counterrevelutionaries” in the square and later
reprinted in People's Daily:

Devils howl as we pour out our grief,

we weep but the wolves laugh,

we 5pill our bload in memory of the hero,

raising our brows we unsheathe our swords.

China is no longer the China of the past,

and the pecple are no longer wrapped in
thear ignorance,

gane for good is Chin Shih Huang's feudal
society,

We believe in Mamxism-Leninism!

To hell with those scholars who emasculate it!

For the sake of genuine Marxism-Leninism

we do not fear to lay down our lives or shed
our blood,

and the day that China's modemization is
realized

we will retum to offer libations and sacrifices.

The reference ta Chin Shik Huang, despatic first unifier

of the Chinese Empire, is in foct an attock on the "dic-

tatorship” compaign, since Chin Shih Huang and his

totalitarian legalist philosophy were recently the object

of "radical" glorification. It is interesting to note thal

after the poem was first published in the national press,

an official directive was issued by Hsinhua Fforbidding



editors to print it "on separate lines, " presumably to
make it less striking ond attroctive to reoders.

The demonstrators also set up a "committee of the people
of the capital to commemorate the premier." They raised
a number of demands not specified in the People's Daily
report and when the PLA soldiers morched into the
square they shouted slogans such os "the people’s army
should stand on the side of the people” and "those be=
fuddled by others are innocent. In this context the clashes
that took ploce with the police, army, and militia toke
ona diffirant significance from the one given to them
in the Magist press, although it-obviously connot be
ruled out that heoligans and "bad elements” also hod a
hand in the Iiufirll_l. 1"‘!"'1'1”‘!:'{.-‘5’2& were also seen in the
square attacking Chieng ':l.ih:] as the modern "dowager

ey
emprcss,

The Fact that the ou r sring in tens of thou=

sands of security forge any of ; om outside the

's Daily. The significance of the

mentioned In Peaple
Tien-an=-men svents was that supporters-of the Chou=-
Lla .

cklessness or miscaleula=

tensions fo

Teng faction, either through re

tion, hod creoted the openin rise and

EXprass thamselves in what the Maooists were auick to

call o "Hungarian-typa" inci t. B is important to add

in Honan

that : unrest wos not co

an official was killed by a "count lutionary” crowd,

and in Mankir wera reported|y

Cfficial references to "altempts to nominate Teng lo

play the mle of MNagy, chieftain of the counterrevalu-

tionary incident in Hungary, " may unintentionally be

a not altogether unfair representation of the Peking
“spring, " since the recent history of East Europe shows
that insuch antibureaucratic upsurges it is not uncom-
man for sections of the masses to develop illusions ina
“libearalizing” wing of the bureaucracy. But it is just
as likely that genuinely antibursauvcratic forces used
the split in the leadership as o cover 1o advance their
awn demands for democratic rights.



Factional struggle will intensify

Teng's downfall connot be said to represent a decisive
turning point to the left in the factional struggle at the
top. Today, with the Maoist mass base eroded and the
impossibility of an operation of the sort by which Liu
Shao=chi was toppled, the anti-Teng campaign would
probably have bogged down like every other "radical”
campaign in recent months if it had not been for the ap-
parent recklessness of a group of Teng's own supporters,
Even oftar the Tien-an-men events, the Maoists' fear
of the mass movement prevanied them from driving home
their temporory advantoge against the "moderates,
The April & People’s Daily warned rank-and-file sup-
porters against "establishing inter-unit ties, organizing
fighting groups, or gonging up in factions. " As if to
underline the impotence of the "rodical" offensive, the
same day that Teng was stripped of his posts (but not,

it should be noted, of his party membership) the "mod-
erate” leader Li Hsien-nien, himself attacked during
recent weeks, reappeared in public for the first time
since Chou's fuperal .

The main beneficiary of the crisis was, in foct, a nebu-
lous "centrist" grouping represented by the newly-con-
firmed premier Hua Kuo-feng, a provincial buresucrat
whose main gqualifications for power appear ta be his
independence of the two main factions and his links
with Mao's nativa county of Hsiangtan. The speed with
which Hua's appointment was confirmed suggests panic
and shock in the leadership at the recent upsurge of un-
rest, Subsequent attempts to lend the appointment an air
of legitimacy by marshaling well-orgonized and totally
unspontanecus mass demonstrations can hardly disguise
Hua's complete lack of genuine rank-ond-Ffile support.
As the Times correspondent reported: “The masses of
Peking people on the pavements showed o marked indif-
ference to the parades of lorries and schoolehildren wav-
ing banners and posters. "

There are numerous indications that the factional strug-
gle is still far from resalved, The most recent of these
is the April 18 People's Daily editorial calling for the
elimination of other "bourgeois bigwigs" like Teng who
are still active in the party and claiming that "class
enemies” defeated at Tien-an=men are now staging o
"frenzied" counterattack.

But the absence of o new generation of popular leaders
of the stature of Mao and Chou will make it extremaly
difficult for either faction to create o stable base of sup-
port in the country. As Mao's death draws near, the
pressures for o quick resolution of the leadership strug-
gle are bound to multiply, especially since the "rodicals”
are oware that Mao's powerful backing for their faction
cdn last only as long as Mao does, This opens up the
possibility of a power struggle confined exclusively fo
the bureaucratic apparatus, one that could increas-
ingly ossume the classical Stalinist form of police purges
and show trials. In this light, the Shanghai calls for
Teng's execution may be more than just a ritual obser-
vance,
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Revolutionaries in China will support neither of the bu-
resucratic factions in the struggles that break out in
future years, but will take the side of the independent
warkers movement. They will fight for an independent
program that embodies the aspirations and demands of
all sections of the revolutionary masses and that incor=-
porates those rodical cspects expressed in o frogmentary
and distorted form in the rival programs of the two foc-
tions — the egolitarianism of the Maoists, the timid lib=
eralization calls of the "moderotes, ™ Such a program
would be axised around the following points (tentatively
formulated by same Chinese Trotekyists at the height
of the cultural revelution in February 19467):

1. Opposition to the cult of the personality,

2, Opposition to bureaucratic privileges, corrup=
tien, and degeneration.

3. Support for the principles of the Paris Commune,
i.e., elections by secret ballot to factory committees,
committees of peasants, and communes at all levels,

4. The guaranteeing in action as well os words of
the constitutional rights Inscribed in the third chapter
of the comtitution of the People's Republic of China:
freedom of speech, publication, association, demonstra-
tion, ond strike; freedom of religion; freedom from vio=
lation of one's person or ona's msidence.

5. Opposition to cuts in the welfare or living stan=
dards of the workems and peosants,

&. The guaranteeing to one's opponents of freedom
of palitical debate.

7. Support for o thoroughgoing astessment of the
internal and external policies of the regime since 1949,

8. Freedom of artistic, literary, and cultural expres-
sion, but with the application of a clear-cut political
standard ,

9. Recognition that opposition to Russian "revision-
ism" should not stand in the way of a united front with
Russio against the main enemy, U.5. imperialfsm,

10. Subordination in both theory and practice of
the interests of the constructon of socialism in China
to the interests of the world revelution.

April 18, 1976



THAILAND
after the

april4 elections

by PAUL PETITOEAN

One year dfter the elections of January 1975 the Thal
iNational Assembly wos dissolved. Social and political
tensions had gotten the better of an unstable parliament
lacking real power. A coretaker government wos formed
to organize new elections. On April 4, 1974, these
elections were held, the Demccratic party (the only op=-
position party under the former dictatorship, whose lead-
er, Senl Pramoj, had long enjoyed @ reputation for hon-
esty) winning 115 of the 279 seats; the Democratic

party had held only 72 seats in the old parliament.
While the Social Action party advanced from 18 to 45
seats, its leader, Kukrit Pramoj, the prime minister,

was defeated in his own district, As a whaole, the par-
ties of the traditional military right stagnated: The party
of the Thai Motion (Chart Thai) deubled its number of
seats (from 28 to 58); but the Social Justice party fell
from 45 to 25 seats and the Social Mationalist party re-
mains o negligible force,

The left, even the moderate left, is now practically
sxcluded from parliament, The Thai Socialist party de-
clined from 15 seats 1o 2, the Sociallst United Front
fram 10 ta 1, and the MNew Force party fram 12 to 3.

A real compaign of terror had been unleashed against
these parties,

Bartering of influence and corruption remain the stock
in trade of "civil and democratic” Thailand. Meore than
2,000 candidates presented by several dozen "parties”
contested the 279 seats in the Assembly. According to
Morman Peogan, votes were bought for anywhere be-
tween 50 and 100 baths, that is, about US$2.50-5.00,
{Far Eostern Economic Review, Apcil 2, 1976.) The

Democratic party, with the support of the military of-
ficers, issaid to have mobilized the soldiers in Kukrit
Pramoj's district to vote as a bloc in order to guarantee
the defeat of the former prime minister. In his border
district, Air Marshall Dowee Chullassapya, new leader
of the Social Justice party, was said to have granted

the right ta vote to a number of Chinese from the Kuomin=
tang army as well as to members of the Montagnard fribes
who hod fled Laos.

So the elections were rigged, but significant neverthe-
less, The elimination of the legal l&ft from parliamentary
life in the woke of the terrorist campaign can have deep
long~term effects, For the immediate future, the palit-
ical center of gravity in the National Assembly is shifted
clearly to the right. The new government coalition,
built around the Democratic party (o pro-American bour-
geois party), includes the three porties of the traditional
military right, linked to the londed proprietors (Chart
Thai, Soctal Justice, and Sccial MNationalist). Bu: the
meoning of the Seni Promoj victory is nonetheless am-
biguous. It tends to indicate that the population rejects
the still present perspective of a military coup. In itself
this is @ very deformed reflection of the ongoing strug=-
agles in Thailand, which were not interrupted by the
electoral campalgn,

The far-right offensive, unleashed about a year ago,
was sharply intensified as o section of the military hier-
archy continued to apply o "policy of tension.” In 1975
a series of murders were committed agairst the Federa-
tion of Farmers of Thailand, while foscistic formations
sought to gain o base In the countryside { Navapol) and
amaong the high-school students (Red Buffaloes). (See
INPRECOR, MNo.38, MNovember 20, 1975.) This time,
the individual murders toock on new scope in Bangkok it-
self. The ottacks were more murderous and the legal

and moderate left was directly hit; inseveral provinces
the affort to establish o base in the rural areas wos more
pronounced,

There were more than thirty people killed, among them
three candidates, and dozens wounded during the elec-
taral campaign. On February 17 the heodquarters of the
Mew Force party (Palong Mai), a technocratic liberal
party, was plastic=bombed, On February 18 a student
leader, Amares Chai=5aard, was killed, along with
three other students. On February 27 Boonsanong Boon-
yothayan, secretary general of the Thai Socialist party,
was murdered, as was one of the SP's mass leaders. On
March 2 a TNT charge was planted in the foundations

of a technical school where the left had hegemony. Five
bodies were dug out of the ruins. On March 25 a gre-
nade was thrown into an electoral rally of the New Force
party, killing ten, Five days later, o bomb was thrown
at an anti=American mass demonstration, Result: three
dead and about eighty wounded.

Many candidates had coffins delivered to their homes
— as warnings. Since the overthrow of the military re=-
gime in October 1973 at least thirty=five leftist |eoders
and personalities have been murdered, including mass
lecders, journalists, ond a translater of Mexim Gorky.
This "white terror" has not gone without effects. Fund
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rafsers for the Thai Socialist party ceased operating;
the left virtually gove up campaigning; the Federation
of Farmers of Thailand seems to be having trouble in
some districhs; some student or worker codres have pre-
ferred to leave the capital.

The killers have gene unpunished. But the respansibility
of the Red Buffaloes ond MNavapel in the attacks and
murders is knawn, Their links with the upper reaches of
the military kierarchy have been advertised publicly
{see INPRECOR, MNo.38, Movember 20, 1975). The
far=right is continuing to organize openly. MNavapsl
has just founded a pelitical party, Dhammat Patai (Moral
Soverstgnty). Iis secretary general, Watana Keovimal,
has support omong the Buddhist hierarchy, This party
puts forward o mystical, plebeian, fascistic program,
An Antl Communist |mp-e;iulisrr: United From (ACIUR
hoi arisen, The existence of o seriex of porallel para-
military formations is now o permanent feature of Thai
political life.

The defeat of the legal left, its eviction from the par-
|iamentary gome, makes its initial democratic liberal
project less and less cradible. Power remains in the
hands of the army in Thailand. After the murder of the
secretary general of the Thai Socialist party, adivision
appeared within the 5P as to the utility and epportunity
of participation in the electoral campaign. The results
of the election should bolster the solutions colled for
by the Thai CP or the mest radical currents In Bangkok:
continuation or preparation of armed struggle. The vice
secretary general of the SP has revealed that Boonsanong
had been on a blocklist of the Internal Security Opera-
tienal Command (1SOC), the "countersubversion cen-
ter. " Workers leaders (like Prasit Chayo of the textile
unions), student leaders (notably Thirayuth Boonmee,
present adviser of the National Student Center of Thai-
land), the new secretary gene:al of the 5P {Somkid
Srisangkom), and others also figure on this list, Under
fthese conditions, the "parliomentory solution” seems

houkeit Praoj

empty of meaning, especially since deep popular dis-
satisfaction with the electoral gome wos manifested
throughout the campaign and the rate of abstention was
high.

Continuation of social
struggles

The shift to the right of the political center of gravity
in the National Assembly does not reflect a subsiding
of the social struggles thot have been going on since
1973, The conditions under which the Assembly was
dissolved In January confirm this,

The palitical class in Bangkok knows that it has to put
forward some remedies for the ogrorian crisis, which is
hitting the Thai peasantry severely, increosingly ousting
the peasants from the land. The Sanya and Kukrit gov-
arnments attemplted some very timid reforms, But their
application = when there was any application — was
carried out in such o way os to benefit the middlemen

or the landed proprietors, In December 1975 Kukrit
Pramaj, whe was then prime minister, decided on o big
increase in the price of rice, especially imporfant for
the prices in the state stores, whare rice hod been sold
much more cheaply than on the free market, Officially,
the point was fo halp the farmers, whose income s ex-
tremely low compored to that of the urban warkers, The
left replied thot this meosure would essentially serve

the millers {who process paddy rice into white rice),

the middlemen, and the big landlords and that on the
other hand it would strike hard at @ poor urban popula-
tion for whom rice purchases cften account for more
than 50 percent of menthly income, On Januvary 2 the
Fedemtion of Labor Unicns of Thalland, supported by
the NSCT (MNational Student Center of Thailand), called
for a general strike to demand that the previous prices
be maintained and for financial aid to the formers, Some
10,000 people demonstrated on Januvary 5. The porlia-
mentary opposition then threatened to censure the gov-
ernment; Kukrit reshuftled the government and then,

on January 12, disolved the Assémbly, after accepting
the demands of the general strike.

The Federation of Labor Unions of Thailond (FLUT) is

a union that has broken with eollaboration with the State
Department for Social Affairs. Its base is in the public
sector, which has been ultro=collaborotionist, This time,
the workers of the public enterprises ook 1o the streets,
Joint social pressure, urban and rural, is now olso o
permanant Feature of Thai political life,

Mew experiences in workers struggles, sometimes very
advanced, ore being agcumulated, This is particularly
the cose in textiles, where the "reformist" and "rodi-
cal" trade uniors are cantesting for influence among a
young proletariat composed essentially of women. As
far back as May 1575 there was a very tough sirike at
Standard Garment, witha factory occupation ond the
fermation of self-defense pickets against the attocks of
the official and employers' police, This strike ended in
vietory.




This time it was the women workers of the Haro foctory
who engaged in a long struggle with an occupation.
After fruitless negotiations, they rechristened the foc-
tory and restarted production for their own benafir, As
a sign of solidarity, their initial production was sent to
the peasants of the Morth and MNortheast, who were vic=
tims of a cold wave. Then they organized sales on the
market, at very low prices: jeans that had been waorth
190 baths were now sold for 50 baths, |n spite of this,
the workers earned much more than before, This experi-
ment was quite educational in regard to the superexploi-
tation to which the Thai proletariat is subject,

Other mobilizatiors have token place this year: three
tin mines owned by the Angle=-Oriental Company which
account for 27 percent of Thai mineral preduction, wers
paralyzed; two gunny sack factories; one in Bangkok,
the ather In the provinces, went on strike, drawing
5,000 workers into struggle around woges and werking
conditions and ogainst the privatization of a fectory in
the capital; the Bangkok dacks were also completely
paralyzed, The electoral campaign did not halt social
struggles,

But while the strike of the women workers at the Haro
factary indicated the extraordinary progress that has
been made in sociol strupgles in two years, it also con-
firmed the weakness of the movement as o whole, There
was difficulty in organizing central responses, Of course,
student solidarity was osserted on a regular basis; com-
mon meeting and educational courses were held with

the aid of militants of the MNSCT. But when the impend-
ing police intervention was onnounced, the demonstra-
tion organized in front of the peime minister's house was
not sufficient, The factory was resccupied by the police,
In 1975 one of Bangkok 's longest strikes, that of the
Dusit Thani Hotel, hod also been broken becowse of dif-
fieulties in broadening the response (see |NPRECOR,
Mo, 38, MNovember 20, 1975,)

Rumal and urban social fension goes hand in hand with
the struggles of the ethnic ond religious minerities. In
the southern provinces of the country the situation has
deteriorated sharply. The population thera is B0 percent
Musglim, But the Buddhist minority has the upper hand

in the administration, the police, and the army. In No-
vember 1975 "marines” murdered Five villagers ina
"eountersubversion" operation. For o period of forty-
five doys several thousond Muslims occupied the central
mosque in Pattoni before winning their demands: arrest
of the guilty parties; removal of the governor, a visit
by Kukrit. Tension between the twe communities remains
high and the Buddhist right, linked to the administration,
is becaming more active,

The offensive of the military right comes above oll as a
response to this rise of class struggles and of the struggles
of minorities. But the military right does not presently
command the means by which to suddenly break this so-
cial mobilization. It has to try to gather these means,
especially since the weight of the victorious Indechinese
revolution remains very great.

=eni Pramof

“U.S. Go Home”

Thailond's geapolitical situation continues to dominate
both Thai political life and American choices. Thailand
is both o forward aost in western positions ogainst the
development of the Asian revalution and the country

in which the social and political repercussions of the
Indochinese victory are most immediate,

Although ¢loss struggles take priority cver any other
consideration durlng pericds of warkers or peasanh con=
flicts; on the eve of the April 4 alections the presence
of American forces once apain became the guestion of
the hour. According to the accords reached with the
Kukrit government just after it came to power, the lost
Gls were supposed to leave Thafland on March 20. Bur
slightly before that deadline 4,000 troops were still

left and the Thai milimary high command indicated that
a contingent of 3,500 soldiers would remain indefinitely,
A test of strength was then engoged . The government
made its.conditions known: effective withdrawal of the
troops-and control of all Americon military imstallations,
The American Embassy refuted and demanded diplomatic
status for the American pertonnel of the variows bases,
Kukrit replied: "We have to decide. Do we want 4,000
Americon ambassadars in Thailand 7" (Far Eastern Eco-
nomic Review, April 2, 1978.) An agreement was reac hed
with the student movement and demanstrations were an-
nounced for April 20, The Anti Communist Imperialism
United Front threatened o counterdemonstration, The
army was placed on alert, The U.5. Embassy obligingly
transloted @ communiqué by a "People's Action Center
of Thailand, " which "exposed" o supposed plot of the
Thai Communist party aimed ot seizing power. A mili=
tary coup seemed to be in the works when Washington
suddenly backed down: between now and July 20 the
troops will leave the country; 270 "advisers" will re-
main-and the Americon military installations will come
under the government's jurisdiction.
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The abandoning of the complex of Thai military bases

is irritating for U.S, imperialism on more than one
count, but Washington has very probably already planned
on a regional redeployment: the military and air bases
will be shifted to South Korea, Japan, the Philippines
(Clark Airfield ond Subic Base), Guam, and the Mariana
lslands; the Utapao radic communications center {(which
links Diege Garcia and the-Philippines) and the Sattohip
naval base will be shifted to Singapore or |ndonesia,
The Ramasum alectronics base (a listening station), the
air force sysmological station at Chiang Mai, and the
Kuh Hua satellite siotion will also have to be replaced,
The "nuclear umbrella" of the region will be maintained
by the Seventh Fleet, or even Australia, as well as by
the various island bases.

Meverthelsss, in view of the strategic importance of
Thailand and the example it hos set, which may be
echoed tomorrow in the Philippines or Japon, U.5. im-
perialism is not happy about dismantling its Thai mili-
tary network. 17 i1 is being dane, Tt s only becouse it
hes been forced, Washington cannot allow itself to be-
come mired in a new confrontation on the continent,
and Indochinese pressure, as well os that of the mass
movement, is too strong fo be ignored, OF course, the
new gavernment can overturn the decitions of the pre-
vious government, but it would then immediately aoppear
as a fool of the United States. |n order to remain in
Theiland (through the “advisers" and the links berween
the Tha! military hierarchy and the Pentagon), Washing-

tan will probobly have toaccept this limited withdrawal.

But under this same hypothesis, Thailand will remaoino
base of aggression against Indoching. It is from Banglkok
that the Malinak (a so-called Khmer Liberation Move-
ment) asserts its existence, It is In the North and MNorth=
east of Thailand that commandos have been formed to
organize ottacks ond tobotoge in Laos, |t is in Thailand
that the essential part of the Indochinese refugees are
gssembled, and it is from there that the international
anticommunist slander campaign has been lounched,

The Vietnamese are making no mistake when they reit-
erate their warnings, The anti-imperialist guestion will
remain one of the keys to the mass struggles in Thailand.,

Preparing a «constitutional
Coup»

The latest legislative glections can give the Thai bour-
geoisie grounds to hope for o minimum of temporary po-
litical stability. The prospect of a possible military
coup is thus postponed. But a policy of deep social re-
form, whether by e "sivilian" government or by a group
of officers, seems very difficult, because of the weight
of the landed bourgeoisie, the direct interests of the
military hierarchy in the imperialist enterprises, the
links between the military high command and the Pento-
gon, the importance of smuggling (drugs and other items},
and the Communist pressure. Consequently, the possi-
bility of o coup continues to hang over the country, es-
pecially since the social movements are slowly ripening
ond the Thai CP is grodually gaining in strength.
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Severa| armed clashes occurred during the electoral
campaign, The guerrilla forces have expanded at a rate
of about 15-20 percent o year. Absolute Figures on the
number of CP portisars vary considerably acconding to
the source. In the February 27, 1976, Far Bostern Eco-
nomic Review Anders Tandrup attempted an estimate
based on the three categories of villages defined by the
CP (combat villages controlled BO percent by the CP,
expansion villages in which between 50 and &0 percent
are partisans of the CP, contact villages in which CP
influence affects less than half the inhobitants) and the
figures advanced by government agencies ond special
services. Tondrop puts forward the figure of 10,000
guerrillos and o million organized portisans (out of a
total population of 42 million), The CP's base clearly
remains extremely uneven sccording to region, the
Mortheast being the zone of greatest influence and the
Center the weakest area. But it is precisely in the North-
east that the American withdrawal threatens ta have
the most immediate social comsequences (unemployment),
and the CP's oudience hos undeniably grown among the
most radical inhabitants of Bangkok.

Imperialism has not overcome its dilemma: wait and al-
low new revolutionary forces to orgonize or precipitate

a "coup" and throw many militants now far from the CP
into the arms of the CP. In this context it is probable
that the American services and the Thai military com=-
mand are now trying to assemble the conditions for a
"constitutional military coup; " which, without challeng-
ing the foreign policy of détente with Ching, would al-
low far government by decree and the strengthening of
the repressive opparatus,

The threat of @  coup has been offirmed on various oc-
casions, When Kukrit left the conference of ASEAN
[Assaciation of Southeast Asian MNations), there was a
reparted attempt by some young officers, General Boon=
chai Bamrungphong, commander=in~chief of the army,
"admitted” that there is a group of officers "discontented
with the indecision of the government who feel they
should do something about it." (For Eastern Economic
Review, February 27, 1976.) In March o special "cock-
tail party" was held in Bongkok. The military high com=-
mand had invited Admiral Sa~MNgad Chalawyoo, head
of the three branches of the ormed forces. At this party,
he is reported to have stated that the officers "will play
their role if the leftiss stort moving, " and that they
were able to wait: "I'll tell you when the time comes, "
(Voice of the Nation, March 14, 1974.)

The dissolution of the MNational Assembly in January
had been desired by the officers. The crisis of the Kukrit
government was raising the possibility of the formation
of o coalition "toward the left." They can hope that

the new team will have better means by which to govern
"toward the right." Under these conditions, the coup
could take the form of o decree of maortial law, with

the moral support of the king (who has already accused
Vietnam of committing "direct aggression against the
country” — Far Eastern Economic Review, January 2,
1576), the corsent of the Democratic party and Seni
Pramoj, and American support. [
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The year 1976 began in a tense palitical atmosphere.

In 1975 the economic and social problems facing the
masses had intensified, Although the masses mode im=
porfant steps forward in their concrete struggle ogainst
the MNovember ¥ decrees, which hod ordered a wage
fresze and the dissalution of the trade unions, they still
lacked a leadership to centralize their forces and strug-
gles. The general consciousness of the workers expressed
an oppasition, a revolt, but without rational or even
sectoral cohesion. Hence, the explosions of protest that
broke out remained fragmented and isalated and were
thus unable to achieve their objectives, Nevertheless,
at the end of 1975 @ strong tendency emerged omong
the masses: fo breathe new life into the trade-union
bodies that had besn dissalved by the government, to
defend the purchasing power of the wage-earners, un=
der attack by inflation, and to contain the repression
and demand the release of political prisoners and the
return of those exiled, Two factors intensified the polit-
tcal tenstan: the government's contemptuous rejection
af the demand for amnesty and Banzer's atitude of ca=
pitulation during negotiations with Chile over the open-
ing of a carridor to the Pacific Oceon.

Under these conditions, two conflicts unfolded thot mo=
bilized important seciors of the masses and became trans-
formad into real tests of strength on a national scale:

the canflict n the Manaco factory ard the conflict in
the uriversities, For the first time, the dictatorship was
faced with a real mabilization of the masses which con-
stantly spread and deepened, Snoken by Yhe scope of
the conflicts, it was compelled to give in, In both cases
the test of shength resulted in victory for the masses.

The Manaco conflict

The Manaco factory it a shoe foctory, o subsidiary of o
British trust that operatet 1n Latin Americo under the
nome Bata, It was set up in Bolivia thirty=five years aga
and since then has canstantly exponded its Investments,
cousing the bankruptey of small companies (Plus Ultra,
Zameora, Tardia, etc.). During the MINR government™
Manaco bought inta the nationolized mines, benefiting
from a sort of monopoly, Apart from ifs virtually absolute
control of the domestic morket, this company hos spe-
cialized in the manufacture of deluxe shoes for export,
especially to Europe, taking odvantage of the low prices
for raw materials and the cheap labor supply.

Concurrently with the expansion of this company and
with the power it ocquired within the country, a com=
bative proletariat developed within it. Althaugh not
vary numerous (slightly more than a thousand workers),
this proletariat nevertheless had a clear revolutionary
consciousness. The role of these workers within the in-
dustrial proletariat as o whole may be compared to that
of the Siglo XX-Catavi workers among the miners. When
the dictatorship began destroying the werkers ergoniza-

*The Mavimiento Mocionalista Revelucionaria (MMNR —
Revalutionary Mationalist Movement), wheose best-known
leader was Victor Paz Estenssoro, governed the country
from 1952 o 1964,

tions in August 15971, the Manoco workers become an
advanced bostion of deferse of the interests and rights
of the proletoriat. With exemplary tenacity ard courage,
they opposed the measures of the government and the
smployers, which were breaking the demands of the in-
dustrial workers. The facfory management complained
that the Manaco workers engaged in seventeen strikes
during this period. It was thus that Manaco acquired o
vanguard position among the industrial proletariat.
While the Manaco workers were winning the sympathy
of the toiling masses, they were also attracting the
hatred of the fascist officars, the exploiting bourgeoi-
sie, and imperialism. When o problem come up in ane
of the departments of the factory, this coalition decided
that the time had come to subdue, defeat, ond destroy
this advanced nucleus of the industrial proletoriat.

The employers had resclved to introduce "refarms" in
the factory aimed ot increasing production and thus ag=
gravating working conditions, Resistance to these changes
began in the cutters workshop, in Circle 423, Sixty
machines were functioning there and the management
eliminated ten of them; thus, the work poce was stepped
up in consonance with the reduction in the number of
machines, an attempt to achieve the some production

as before. The workers said: "In this way we do not
evan have the lime to wipe our brows and we are more
exhausted than before," They demanded the return to
the previous work system, but mamgement refused. The
inrention of Yhe employers was clear: increase produc-
tion with the same number of workers and the same
wages, but with a reduetion in technical faeilities,

The workers did not accept these measures of superex-
plaitation, and that is how the conflict began,

On Januvary 13, Circle 423 went on strike, Four days
later the whole factary walked out in solidarity. Events
then moved ot an extroordinary poce. The speed with
which the struggle deepened was a product of the policy
of repression implemented by the company and the gov-
ernment, A few hours ofter it began, the labor authori-
ties declared the strike illegal and ordered the workers
to go bock to work within twenty=four hours. When the
dead|ine ran out, the company laid off B20 workers,
denying them all the soclal compensation pravided for
by law in coses of indefinite layoff.

The company intended to crush the workers, depriving
them of any material passibility of survival. It wanted
to toke odvantage of the conflict to carry out an BO per-
cent turnover in personnel, for the workers were con-
sidered too militant, In the history of Bolivian trade
unionism, this procedure is comparable fo that decreed
in 1947 by the Enrique Hertzog government, whose cob-
inet of "MNational Unity" authorized the layoff of 5,000
miners of Siglo XX-Catavi, These workers had had the
audacity to form their own unions and te confrant the
power of the Patifio Mining Company. This cobinet of
National Unity wos composed of representatives of the
oligarchy and of the Stalinist party of the time, the
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PIR.* This party, which developed o line of class col-
labaration and upheld the theory of revalution by stages
according to the Stalinist concept, is today cooperating
with the gorilla dictatorship of Banzer,

But times have changed, and in spite of the presence

of the foscist gorillas in power, resisfonce to partial
measures has a snowball effect, Around the Manaco con-
flict, the couses of which appeared simple and routine,
the country began to vibrate and the social forces polar-
ized. The federations of private employers supported the
company management and waged o compaign of propa-
ganda and intimidation in the press and on the radio.
Then the political police and the Seventh Division of
the army mobilized to bring the Manaco workers to rea=
son, But the workers resisted the atteck, basing them=
selyes on the solidarity of the peasants, the workers,
and the university students,

The proletarian response was ropid and decisive, The
miners of Siglo XX and Catavi stopped work and asked
the Miners Federation to decree a twenty=four=hour
strike. This took ploce on Monday, January 24, and
affected 45,000 minems in the nationalized, private,
and cooperative mines, Motions of salidarity from the
clandestine peosant movement were sent to the Manaco
warkers. During vigorous and violent demonstrations,
the miners of Catavi=Sigle XX decided to sent 10 Baliv-
ian pesos per heod to support the Manaco workers, The
FSTMB (Federacidn Sindical de Trabajodores Mineros

de Bolivia — Trade Unjon Federation of Minewgrkers

of Balivia) decided to Intervene and close all Manaco
sales outlets in the mines, decloring o boyeott, At the
some time, 20,000 students of La Poz and Cochobamba
jioined the rwenty=four=hour strike. |t must also be added
that the Manaco conflict had an impact en the sectors
mast tightly controlled by the dictatorship, such as the
manufacturing industry of Lo Paz. The union delegates
appointed by the government were ousted and rank-and-
file committees arose in factories larger than Manaco,
such os Soligno, Said, Fateja, Plasmar, Inmetal, and
Plastic. The construction workers and graphic arts work-
ers took the initlative inerganizing a work assembly of
the three sectors (workers, peasants, students) to analyze
the Manoco strike and launch o compaian of solidority,

The workers, peasants, and students understood that the
conflict went beyond the limits of Marnaco and had be=
come o test of strength between the masses on the one
hand and the employers and the government on the other
hand . Hoving understood this, they commitied themselves
to-struggle. Manaco tried to intersify the repression by
calling on the army. But the government was ofrald and
hesitoted. Then the Manaco employen played their last
card, ordering o total leckout, On the night of January
26 the employers made krown their intention fo close
down the foctery and transfer it to another location.
Rather than intimidating the workers, this moneuver ex-

*The Partido de lzquierda Revolucionaria (Revelutionary
Left party) is a petty-bourgeois formation that arcse dur=-
ing the 1940s ond was dominated by Stalinist elements.

acerbated the conflict and entailed new comseguences.
The Federation of Private Enferprise of the city of Santa
Cruz asked Manaco to set itself up in that city; it of-
fared the company political guorantees and assurances

in addition to economic benefits. Thus, a new regiomal
problem was stirred up going beyond the relations of
capital and labor and invelving other tectors of the popu=
lation as well . The response of the workers was not long
in coming: "Let the bosses get out of the foctory; the
installations shall remain; not one screw will ba moved!"

The nationalization of Manoco and the creation of o co~
operative was demanded, with the support of brood pop=
ular layers. The management of the factory had gone
too far! The bourgeoisie and its dictatorship were afraid,
They saw the danger of the situation getting completely
out of contrel, Thus, the anti-warker offensive began

to crumble. On January 27 the employers gave in and
conceled the massive loyoffs, The workers went back

to work without any sanctions being foken against them,
with the exception of thirteen of them who were gc-
cused by the Manaco management of being extremist
agitators. A mixed commission (emplovers, workens, and
the government) was named to study the situation. Fi-
nally, on Jonuary 29 a definitive agreement was reached
favorably resolving the case of the thirteen weorkers,

who in reality represented the de facto leodenhip of the
Manoco workers, The company thus failed in it last at-
tempt to destroy this central nucleus.

The struggle was tough. The dictatorship used all the
weapons at its command: It arrested militants, persecuted
the workers, denounced on olleged “subversive plot, "
ordered the intervention of the Seventh Division of the
army . The minister of lober even come to Cochabomba
and joined the military-police-employer "tosk force
that was meeting on o permanent basis, following the
development of the conflict. Inspite of all thesa ma-
neuvars, the strike of neorly 70, 000 workers and studenss
was decisive. The threat of even greater mobilizations,
with the participation of other workers and people’s
forces, led the dictatorship and the employers to copit-
ulate in order to avoid an even more violent political
ond social explesion,

The warkers are halding their position in the Manoca
factory, But something has changed both at Manace and
on a national scole, The combative spirit of the masses
has advanced; the consciousness that it is possible fo
win a battle against the dictatorship now exists, Even
though the COB (Central Obrara Baliviona — Bolivian
Workers Federation) is not functioning as a centralizing
national leadership, the mobilizations eround Mamaco
were united. This shows that strength, spirit of struggle,
and desire for unity exist among the rank=-and-file work=-
ers. The will to take haold of the unions and make them
function despite the decrees of November 9, 1974, like=
wis? exist. Future strugales will integrate this rich ex-
perience,
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The struggle in the universities

The dictatorship hos been unable to subdue the univer-
sities of the country, even though the student body and
teaching corps hod been purged after the triumph of the
gorillas in 1971, After baing closed for o year, the uni-
versities were reopened under a new structure. Univer-
sity autonomy wos eliminated; the administrative authar-
ities, the teaching corps, and the student leadership
were directly appointed by the government, Buf once
the new university system was enacted, it was not long
before resistance was expressed and the struggle to re-
cover lost galns was lounched. But this process was
naither automatic nor gereral. It began little by little
in one department, then in another, then ina single
university. The first struggles were isclated; logically,
they posed the problem of the right of the students to
directly slect their own |eadership, These objectives
sometimes appeored confused, lacking in orders of pri-
ority. It was not until the end of 1975 that the student
movement engaged in more important mobilizations,
comprehensive actions against the University Law, Nev-
ertheless, there was no national coordination. Political
maturity reached its highest point in La Poz and Cocha-
bamba.

The Manaco conflict hod extraordinary repercussions
among the students, They were struck by the strength

of the mass movement and they considered themselves
an active participant in the struggle. With the triumph
of the Manaco proletariat the students gained confidence
and launched a frontal battle, coordinated on o na-
tional scale. The student struggle thus asserted inself as
a continuation of the workers struggle. Two days after
the definitive accord of the Manaco struggle, 1,700
students of the architecture school of the University of
La Paz (UMSA) went on strike. They denounced the or-
rests and decided fo recognize the "Interdepartmental
Committee” os a central student leadership for the whole
university. They demanded the resignation of professors
and assistants who had nat passed through the "merit
exomination” and the "test of competence.” The uni-
versity authorities and the minister of the interior called
the student agitation subversive; they claimed that a
plot to overthrow the government had begun at Manaca.
They seized upon this pretext to imprison six student
leaders. Colonel Manuel Ayoroa Mentafio was likewise
accused of conspiracy. On February 5 all were deported
to Paraguay. Finally, the autherities threatened o close
the university if the climate of ogitation persisted. From
this point on, the situation became aggrovated. On the
night of February 5 the University of La Paz was sur-
rounded and an assembly was dissolved by police com~-
mandos. One hundred shudents were orrested, then re-
leased "after careful consideration, " according fo the
words of the minister of the interior himself. In foct,
this meant after having been dentified and booked.

The next day there were new closhes; the students opted
for staggered strikes by department; the movement de-
veloped a cohesion and provided itself with a platform.
On February 7 the Interdepartmental Committee called
upon the authorities of the UMSA fo discuss the follow=
ing demonds:
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*release of all student prisoners;

*raturn of the exiles;

* guarantees that the student orgars would function;

*assurdnce of an effective professional system
{against favoritism);

* price reductions in the university cofeteria.

The students tock to the streets around these slogans.
On February 9 the students of the medical school de-
¢lared a twenty=four-hour strike and erected two bar-
ricades, blocking Saavedra Avenue, which runs right
past the headquarters of the armed forces general staff,
The civil enginearing department and the sociology de=
partment joined the sirike. The conflict spread from La
Paz to Cochabamba and then to Sucre, where protest
strikes took place against repression and Tnsolidority
with La Paz. The Bolivian Cathelic University joined
the strike. Its leadar was arrested on February 10,

The CMNES (Consejo MNacional de Educacién Superior —
Mational Council of Higher Education), whose president
is-the PIR Stalinist Maric Rolén Anala, tried to maneuver,
It declared that it would agree to a dialogue, but claimed
the right to select the university representatives, The
Interdepartmental Committee rejected this fraud and
agreed to "an honest dialogue with its representatives.”

In Cochabomba the conflict hod interesting consequences,
The student center of the law school carrled out an in-
quiry among the students of the school. The results were
as follows:
*92.85% of the students rejected the present educa-
tional system imposed by the dicmtorship through
the CMES;
*4 65% ogreed with this system;
*2.48%: did not respond.

The law professors responded to this inquiry with an un-
limited strike und demanded trials and disciplinary mea=
sures against the student leaders. On February 12 in

La Paz, ofter an assembly, the students took to the
streets, On the "Avenue July 16" they were attacked
by the police, who used dogs, clubs, and armored cars.
A forty-eight-hour strike was called, In foce of a situa-
tion that was becoming increasingly tense, the author-
ities declared that they were prepared fo engoge in o
dialogue with the Interdepartmental Committee, but
would regard the Committes's members as rank-and-file
students and not as the leadership of the struggle. On
Tuesday, February 17, violence mounted. There were
new confrantations around the University of La Paz; at
12:30 in the afterncon the students built barricades block-
ing Villozén Avenue; they were violently repressed,
The police were not sufficiently numerous, so special-
ized army froops were called out (dressed in civilian
clothes), who attacked the students with chains, clubs,
and blackjocks, At 7:00 the students assembled again
and even more vielent clashes with the police eccurred.
On Wednesday, February 18, there were new bloody
clashes and mebilizations. The police opened fire, and
the students responded with Molotov cocktails. The Uni-
versity of La Poz was closed,



Two hundred thirty students, forty of whom remain in
prison as of this writing, were arrested. During this time,
a national assembly of student leaderships met in Cocha-
bamba, This assembly tried to unify the struggle ona
national scale, It put forward o forty-elght-hour deod-
line for opening a dialogue with the CNES. The discus-
sions would no longer occur on o regional level, but
would henceforth take place with the national author=
ities. When the forty-eight-hour deadline ran out, the
eountry's nine universities want on unlimited sirike.

The students asked for the mediation of the church, the
press, and the radio. Banzer denounced the existence

of a plot led by ex-president 1.1, Torres and Major
Rubén Sdnchez; he asserted that the government would
accept no mediation. The closing of the UMSA brought
on forty-eight-hour protest strikes In the universities of
Oruro, Potost, and Sucre, After aon assembly, the Boliv=
ian Catholic University "invited the students of the LUMSA
to attend classes in its compus while their university is
closed. " It then issued o deadline for the recpening of
the UMSA;: if this was not done, it would decide on
other measures to fake.

In the meantime, the miners federation called for o gen=
eral strike to support the students ond occused the gov=
arnment of being incopable of resolving the problems

of the students, since it relied on repressive viclence.
The miners' resclution concluded os follows:

"1, Decree a twenty=four=hour protest strike in all the
mining districts of the country beginning at seven
o'clock in the morning February 21.

2, Firmly condemn tha closing of the UIMSA,

3. Support the initiative of the press and the radio
aimed at reestablishing talks to resolve the problem.
4, Demond the immediate release of all students ar=
rested,

The peosants also supported the students. The peasant
federations of the provinces of Omasuyos, Los Andes,
Ingavi, and Camache condemned the government and
proclaimed in a special document: "The living and rep~
resentative forces of the couniry must be prepared to
give their support to the students, who are struggling
for the defense of rights and liberty in the educational
systern and in professional work, " They denied the au-
thotity of the peasant federation controlled by the gov-
ernment, for this body did not include the peasants.
Finally, they attocked the single agricultural tax. The
Mational Confederation of Liberal Professions and the
Episcopal Conference also condemned the cles ing of

the UMSA, The government responded to all this with
increased repression. The University of Potosi was shut
down, Several students and military officers opposed to
the regime (Colonel Radl Lépez Leyton and José Patifo
Ayoron, former minister of urban affairs under Bonzer)
were occused of conspiracy and depoerted to Chile. The
right and the left were accused of conspiring together.
They were urable to arrest Generol Juan Ayoroo Ayoroa,
but he was publicly threatened with deporiation, The
canflict had reached its most critical point. Three thou=
sand students of Cochabamba went on hunger strike; the
army intervened and dispersed them. Some of them then

occupied the cothedral and continued the strike. The
students of the Catholic University also started a hunger
strike and installed thamselves in the headquarters of
the archibishop of La Poz. The Manaco foctory declared
a twenty=four=hour strike. The miners federation brought
outa pew document and anmnounced new measures of
solidarity with the students. That was on February 25,
The next day the government began to give in. The
CMES tock to the airwaves to comsult the authorities of
the nine universities about a dialogue and was author=
ized to begin that dialogue, The Ministry of the |nterior
and the CNES began to give in at the Catholie Univer-
sity and come fo on ogreement fo terminate the strike

at the orchbishop's headquarters. The proposals were as
follows:

1. The students of the Balivian Catholic University
would be released immediately,

2. Rapidly, by March 1, the Ministry of the Interior
would examine, case by case, the status of the orrested
students and would commit itself to releasing those not
invelved in incidents of viclence,

3. The Ministry of the Interior would hand the dossiers
on those students not released over to the regular courts,
4, The CMNES would guarantee the opening of a dialogue,
which would begin on Monday, March 1,
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The government was beginning to capitulate; it did so
before the church ond not the students, but it omounted
to the same thing. The official front dissalved., On the
night of February 27 fifty-three studenh were released.
There remained only seven, accused of "extremism, "
who would be handed over to the regular courts. But al-
though the dialogue began on March 1, the final accord
was not yet reached. The government resisted, opposing
the accord. The student representatives and the members
of the CMNES held extremely heated discussions, The
critical point related to the releose of the students. On
March 4 the negatiotions were broken off and the con-
flict bepan again,

A large group of students from the University of Lo Poz
came to the archbishop's headquarters and began o hun-
ger strike again, The miners of Catavi-Sigle XX went
on strike for three days and the miners federation reaf-
firmed fts unconditional support far the students. [t
threatened to launch a nationa! mobilization, The firm
attitude of the mineworkers swept away the last resis—
tance of the government, The dialogue began again the
following day and finally, on March &, the university
conflict came 1o an end, The agreement that was reached
was a5 follows:

. The CINES committed itself to undertaking initiatives
ta abtain the releose of the students within two weeks.
It also promised to negatiate with the minister of the in-
terjor about the return of the exiled students,

2, The process of democratization of the student lead-
erships in all the universities of the country would begin
with the election and renewal of the Professional and
Departmental Student Centers beginning in June of this
year, This included recpening of their officers, restitu=
tion of their property, and release of the funds of the
student organizations without imposing retroactive taxes
on them,

3. The outhorities (the Ministry uf Education and the
CNES) would guarontee the functioning of the represen-
tative bodies of the students.

4, The prolongation of the second semester of 1973-76
at the Universities of La Paz, Cochabamba, and Potos?
would last until April 19,

5. The beginning of the Ffirst semester of 1976 was set
for May 3-in these universities.

&. All the instructors provisionally appointed must sub-
mit to the "merit examination” and “test of competence”;
the participation of the students in verifying the holding
of these tests was granted, The reform of the educational
system would be formulated by o commissian composed
of instructors, students, and the CNES; the reforms will
have to be approved by the CONLE {Mational Congress
of Balivian Universities).

7. The maintenance of the polytechnical schaols and
the departments of humanities and education in the Bo-
livian university structure was guaranteed; the number
of technical institutes will be increased,

8. Student participation in the student welfare depart-
ments-of universities was ogreed to,

5, The decision mode by the CNES and the Conference
of Deons in December 1975 to allot 2 percent of the
university budget to the Catholic University will have

to be ratified by the students,

This agreement was signed by twenty-one student dele=
gates, as well as by the president of the CNES and six
of it voting members,

The seven arrested students came before the regular
courts and were released soon affer by the judge. The
question of the exiled students has not yet baen answered.,
The struggle for their return continues and will probably
be launched again, on the basis of the experiences re-

cently accumulated, when the new school year starts
in the fall.

Government counteroffensive

Although these conflicts ended with the defeat of the
state, the diclatorship is now regrganizing its ferces.

It is intensifying repression ogainst the revolutionary
orgonizations, especially the POR-Combate (Partide
Obrero Revolucionario — Revolutionary Workers porty,
Bolivian section of the Fourth International), the ELMN
{Ejército de Liberacidn Mecional — National Liberation
Army) and the MIR (Movimiento de lzquierda Revolu-
clonario — Revalutonary Left Movement), Several mili-
tants of these parties have been arrested, their houses
and apartments hove been rapsacked and turned into po-
lice centers of repression, Warnings have besn published
in the press banning the renting of houses to leftist np-
porients of the regime under pain of prosecution. The
compoign ogaingt the ravolutionary lesders being woged
on the radic, in the press, and through posters has been
intansified . Rewards hove been offered to informers,

The dictatorship has to put its own ranks in order, for
the canflicts ot Mangco and with the students hove had
o big impaet, During these confrontations the "institu-
tionalist" sectar of the amy and some high officers were
imprisoned, In order to cut down on the influence of
this sector, o "Command Asembly" of the large and
small military units throughout the country was convoked,
On this cccasian, the High Command, Banzer, and his
ministers tried to explain their projects and political
arientation, After three days of secret deliberations,
they obtained the suppert of the armed forces for the
government, MNevertheless, signs of disogreement are
already being manifested on the question of sccess to
the Pacific Ocean, The military chiefs recognize that

o definitive agreement with Chile will not be reached
without popular consultation. It is obvious that there
are controdictions within the armed forces and that op-
positions are arising constantly. The mobilization of

the masses and the defeat of the government hoave un-
doubted ly exacerbated these tensions.

Fipally, in order to tey to limit the expression of its so=
cial isolation, the dictatorship has organized "sponta-
necus popular concentrations. " They began in the re=
gime's bastion, Santa Cruz; later they were held in
Ucurena {Cochabombal, the peasant center where the
agrarian reform was signed in 1953, and then in Lo Paz.
They have been held in all the provinciol capitals. The
employess of the public sector, the merchants of the



marketploces, and the whale civilion bureoucracy of

the armed forces have been compelled to mobilize. The
"masses" are transported to one place or another by train,
truck, and bus. These demonstrations of "sponfanecus
support" have cost very dearly. But the government needs
to hold these demonstrations in order to maintain its
image cbroad. To calm the impatience of discontented
elements in the army, the government has to make o
demonstration of i "strength, " But these demonstrations
are so artificial and fragile that they cannot even stond
up under a light rainl In La Paz, for example, Banzer
had to moke his speeches to an oudience composed of

his own bodyguards because the "people" he had ossem~
bled did not want to gt wet|

This does not mean that the dictatorship-is on the paint
of collapse; 1t still commands rather brood room to ma-
neuver, It receives much money from imperialism and

its institutions in the form of loans and gifts, which en-
able it to finance many public investments, particularly
in roods and construction of housing. But above all, it
can maintajin its enormous repressive opparatus, The
wealkness of the revolutionary leadership, which needs
time to recover from the blows it has suffered, is another
factor prolonging the life of the dictatorship,

Balance-sheet and perspectives

The conflicts of Manoca and the universities express a

new stage in the political maturity of the Bolivian masses,

The defeat of the dictatorship during these mobilizations

builds the confidence of the masses in their own strength.
Mevertheless, there is still a long way to go. The level
of political maturity is very uneven; some sectors are

in the vanguard, while others have not yet broken with
the contrel of the government, The former must address
themselves to the latter in order to stimulate their com-
bativity. A struggle has already been launched to assure
the functioning of a trade-union movement, with demo-
cratically elected leaderships, in order to breathe new
life into the COB and the other national trode-union
federations, This mobilization to force the dictatorship
to respect the democratic rights of the mosses constitutes
the primordial task, Mevertheless, this struggle is linked
to the fight for other social and economic goins, espe-
cially the elimination of the wage freeze and the de-
fense of the living standard of the masses, In reality,
these two demonds are part of the struggle for the over-
throw of the dictatorship.

The weakest point, apart from the unevenness of polit=
icol maturity, remains the problem of the unity of the
workers movement, the left parties and organizations,
Only this would be able to avert the development of
fraogmentary struggles having varying objectives, The
reanimation of the movement of mineworkers, which has
recently avercome the obstocles of lack of national co-
ordination, must be seized upan as the palnt of departure
for overcoming these weoknesses,

It is in this direction that revolutionary Marxists must
work. The next miners congress, which will be held in
Comocoro at the beginning of May, must attempt o go
beyond the limits of the mining sector itself and pose
the totality of the problems of the masses of the country.
IF it does this it can offer an cutlet, o perspective, and
arm all the people politically in such o way as to unify
their forces to overthrow the dictatorship ond lead them
on the rood te socialism. It Is-for this reason that it must
be a "little national congress" of the Bolivian mosses.

Throughout the two mobilizations, that of Mamace ond
that of the students, victory appecred possible becouse
the conflicts were broadened and new forces were drawn
into struggle. It is necessary to ossimilate the methods
used to extend o conflict that is Initially local and fo
popularize it in order fo win the support of other sectors
of workers ond students. Likewise, the primary objec-
tive of the students must be to make their university
problems known 1o that they may be discusied by the
worker masses in order to obtain their support, That is
the current stage of the strugale, Further stages will pro-
duce o more centralized mass movement with o single
leaderhip and @ commoan pregram that assembles all the
partial conflicts and offers them a perspective of polit-
ical power. Revolutionary Marxisks must prepare them-
selves for this by integrating thamselves into the mass
mavement and by octing os its vanguard.

March 31, 1974



March 1976: four dead in the cccupied West Bank; six
dend in the territories under lsroell rule since 1948,

For the first time since 1959, the lsraeli cccupation
forces in the West Bank were confronted with mass dem-
onstrations and hod to open fire; for the first time since
1948, the Palestinian-Arab population under lsraeli
rule rose up massively against government policy and
was confronted by the "forces of order, " who hod to
open fire. Officially, ten people were killed on both
sides of the "green line" [the pre-1947 borders); in
reality, it wos cerminly more. The blood spilled by the
Zionist forces once again sealed the unity of the strug-
gle of the Palestinian people, beyond the borders drawn
through this people by the Zionist colonization and ex-
pulsion. March 1976 marks o turning point bath in the
relations between the Zionist state and the Palestinian
population under its rule and in the relations among

the various components of the Palestinion-Arob pecple.

New situation in the «newly
occupied territories»

The October War of 1973 opened o new situation in the
territories occupied by lsroel Tn June 19687, The First
resistance, which had immediately followed the 1947
occupation, was able to be dissipated by the arrest and
expulsion of all the major political leaders of the West
Bank Palestinions ond by o policy of fierce repression
ogainst all forms of civilion resistance and opposition

to the Israeli occupation. Becouse of the repression, o
certain degree of economic integration, and the exis-
tence of a layer of notables prepared to colloborate
mare or less openly with the occupation forces, the
West Bank was able to be “integrated, " unlike the Goza
Strip, where the first wave of resistance lasted until
1971, |In o general sense, calm has prevailed in this part
of the occupied territories since 15969, despite the fact
that many West Bank Polestinions continued to be active
in the ranks of the resistance orgonizations, This situao-
tion began to chonge with the cutbreak of the Cctober
War,

The formation of the Palestine MNational Front (PINF),
led and staffed by members of the Palestinian Commu-
nist party but actually a civilion organization of tha
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in the West
Bank, marked @ turning point: for the first time, the
Palestinian population of the West Bank provided ifself
with o political leadership that took charge of civilian
resistance fo the lsraeli occupation. The CP hes always
been the only ferce sufficiently organized, despite the
blows of repression, to be able to organize and speak
for the occupied population, But this CP, which was
the Jordanian CP until 1972, completely discredited
itself by refusing to support and participate in the armed
Palestinian resistance and by supporting King Hussein

as against any Palestinian salution. But the codres of
the CP preserved some influence in the clandestine mass
organizations, and the CP's journal, el-Watan, con-
tinued to oppear regularly. The change in the attitude
of the Soviet Union toward the Palestinian Resistance

allowed the Jordanian CP, which in the meantime had
split and become the Palestinian CP, to change its line,
replocing support for King Hussein with support to the
project of a Palestinion state and to the leadership of
the PLO, notably its most capitulationist elements.

The PLO had an interest in supporting the Palestine MNa-
tianal Front and its impoct among the population of the
occupied West Bank; this was sasier than setting up its
own civilian mass organization. In effect, the PNF to-
day is the non-armed wing of the PLO in the West Bank,
The exisfence of the PMF was to anable the PLO to leod
o mass civillan movement in the oecupied territories,
especially ofter the October War. The diplomatic vic-
tories of the PLO and the placing on the agenda of the
scheme of o Polestinian state on the West Bank gave o
new impetus to the struggles of the masses in the terri-
taries occupled by lsrael Tn 1967, These struggles were
often conducted and led by o new generation of mili-
tants, frequently students, who have grown up under
lsraeli oceupation and who came of apge pnl'lﬁcl:ﬂlr
ground the Hime of the October War. This generation
did not experience the fierce wave of repression that
followed the cccupation of 1967; on the controry, it

is mobilizing in o period marked by the political vic-
tories won against lsrael by the Arab states and the PLO.

It is in the framework of these pos=October 1973 mobi-
lizations that the recent wave of demonstrations in the
occupied West Bank must be located.,

The fact that the demanstrations began while the UN
Security Council was meeting on the Palestinian ques-
tian demonstrates the degree to which the mobilizations
in the occupied territories are linked to the diplomatic
offersives of the LO. But it was the decision of o judge
in Jerusalem allowing Jews to pray on the promenade

of the el-Agsa mosque that immediately provoked an
uprising in all the cities of the West Bonk . Besides this
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provocation, there was the added ingredient of the mu-
nicipal elections the Zionist cccupiers hod scheduled
for mid=Agril . For the first time, political forces linked
to the PLO, primarily the PNF, called for participation
in the elections ard presented their own candidates,
many of wham were former palitical prisoners recently
released by the cceupying forces,

What was unusual about the March demonstrations was
both the prolonged character of the mobilizations (vir=
tually comstant for more than o month) and the viclenca
of the confrontations with the palice and the army, The
latest demomstrotions, unlike the-previcus waves, did
not disperse as soon as the leraell troops oppeared; the
demorstrators: held their ground, often counterattocking
with great determination, burning military vehicles,
satting up barricades, etc. More than ance lsraeli sol-
diers took flight before o half dozen high-school stu-
dents armed with rocks and sticks!

The lsraeli response was commensurate with the radical-
ization of the young Palestinians, For the first time
since 1949, the oceupying forces opened fire on demon=-
strators, killing several, There were hundreds of arrests,
fines as high os 8,000 lsreell pounds, and unprecedented
brutal treatment of anyane who fell inta the hands of

the police or the army. But the brutolity of the repres-
sion had no real effect on the mobilizations; on the con=
trary, itstrengthened militancy, extended the revolt

to villages that had hitherto remained calm, and forced
most of the municipal cauncils of the West Bank to re=
sign, which has now placed a question mark over the
efficacy, doubtful in any cose, of the previous elections,

It is obvious that if the government decides to hald the
coming elections on schedule, they will unfold under
the sign of the latest mobilizations,and the oppesition
condidates (if they are not deported, as were two can=

didates known for their sympathy with the FINF) threaten
to sweep oway the moderates = in spite of the tricks,
the repression, and the permanent intervention of the
occupation authorities in the electoral campaign {ban-
ning of "political" pragroms, intimidation of all sorts,
and so on).{1) It is no exaggeration t define what has
hoppened in the sccupled territories during post weeks
as a generalized revolt, aven though this cannat lead
to a withdrawal of Israeli forces, even o partial one,
in the near future, The mobilization of the Palestinion
masses of the West Bank remains closely linked to the
political, military, and diplomatic victories of the
Palestinfan Resistance beyond the borders of the Zion-
ist occupation and hos no independent prospects of ifs
own. But even within these limits, the civil resistance
movement hos reoched g point of no return: |n the ter-
ritaries occupied since June 1967 the Palestinion popu=
lation has proven that it will nat remain passive in foce
of the perpetuation of the occupation and that, on the
contrary, it has succeeded in pumping new ttrength Into
the diplomatic victories of the PLO,

Palestinian population in the
territories conquered hefore 1967

Those who escaped the process of expulsion corried aut
by the Zionist colonial movement, that small part of
the Palestinian-Arab pepulation that remained under
Zionist rule after 1948, have been camplefely isslated
fram the Arab rationol movement ard the fiving forcas
of the Palestinian-Arab peaple for more than twenty
years, Even though their economic situation is superior
to that of the refugees, the Palestinians who remained
under {sraell rule have heen those on whom the defaats
of 1937 and 1948 have had the mest lasting impact,
This was due above all ta their isclation from the active
centers of the Arab revalution and to the vialent repres=
sion exercised by the Zionist regime againgt the Pales-
tintan minority under it rule,

The situation was to change with the 1987 war and the
cccupation of the rest of Palestine by the Zionist siate.,
The isolation was broken, just at the moment when the
Palestinion national liberation mavement experienced
o new upsurge with the emergence of the armed Pales-
tinian Resistance. Concurrently, a new generation of
militants emerged within the Palestinian papulation of
lsrael, o generation born after 1948, which had nat di-
rectly suffered the blows of Zionist repression during
the 1950s and 19605, and reached political maturity
during a period when, for the first time in decodes, an
independent Palestinian liberation mavement existed .

Many indications were to confirm this profound change
among the Palestinion population of lsrael, especially
among the young generation: the movement of Druze
youth agalnst their mobilization in the lsraeli army;
the emergence of local lists in some villages indepen-
dent of the familial clans and diffusing a militant na-
tionalist political ideclogy; the emergence of Arob stu-
=
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dent unions in all the universities, thelr national coor-
dination, and their taking of increasingly radical posi-
tions; the electoral results, ever more favorable to the

CP, the only force in opposition to the government por=
ties,

But It was above all after the October War of 1973 that
what the Zionist press has called “Palestinianization”
was intensified among the Arabs of lsrael. This time,
the Palestinians of lsrael massively defined themselves
as an Integral part of the Palestinian question and the
Palestinian national movement, Sympathy for the Pales-
tinian Resistance became increasingly openly declared,
as did understanding by the Palestinians in lsroel that
their problems amounted to o national problem and not
simply a problem of diserimination wﬂiin Israeli society.
Also Far the first time, the debates within the Resistance
hod an impact, albeit deformed, within the Palestinian
population of lsrael,

This March, for more than forty=eight hours tens of
thousands of young Palestinians were confronted by the
Zionist forces of order. They organized demonstrations,
built barricedes; and ceoselessly assaulted the police
forces that were massively sent into the Arab cities and
villages. The thraats of the lsroeli authorities and the
Arch collaborators were unable to prevent the strike;
on the contrary, they redoubled the combativity of the
Palestinions. Villoges that had been comsidered calm
were the scenes of bloody confrontaticns, and the mur-
ders perpetrated by the Zionist forces only egged the
demonstrators on.

The massive and militant resporse to this latest plunder-
ing of land can be understood only on the basis of the
evolution of the national consciousness of the Palestinian
population os we have just described it, Granted, the
very dimensions of the new plan to "Judaize Galilee"
were alone sufficient cause for o massive mobilization.
Such massive quantities of land had not been seized ot

a single stroke since the 1948-51 period; practically

no villoge in Galilee was spored, even those known for
their good relations with the Zionfst state. The reason
for this sharp atlack must be sought in the political situa=-
tion lsrael Js facing: the possibility of @ division of
Palestine into o Palestinian state and a Jewish state re-
quires the "de-Palestinianization” of certain territories
in which a high Arab cencentration would threaten to
legitimize attachment to the new Palestinian state. In
this sense, the latest expropriations are closely linked

to the plan for the Palestinion state. The struggle of the
Palestinians living west of the green line is also a new
component of the solution of the Palestinian state, o

new obstacle fo the realization of the imperiolist plan.
Through their massive ond militant mobilization the Poles-
tinians of Israel have reintegrated themselves into the
camp of the Palestinian struggle for national liberation.
For them, the situation will never again be as before.
Those who have seen lsraeli policemen surrender with
their honds up befere o “commando” of four young high=
school students armed with stones will never again be
intimidated by agents of the Shin Beth (the lsraeli se-
cret palice) or by house arrest.

Role of the Communist party

To believe the lsraeli press, the mobilizations of the

doy of struggle for deferse of Arab land were maraly a
vast monipulation organized by the Israeli Communist
party, which is alleged to have called, under the im=
petus of the PLO, for an insurrection of the Palestinian
masses. Such an explanation is not astonishing coming
from bourgeois commentators for whom history Is nothing
but manipulations and acts stage-managed by apparatuses,
But it remains to answer the question, What was the role
of the CP in these mobilizations?

Since the creation of the state of lsrael, the Communist
party (Rakah) hos been the only political party whose
non-Zionist positions have enabled it to present itself
before the Palestinian masses as o party of oppesition fo
the Zionist regime. Because of this, the CP has become
the party through which the national consciousness of
the Palestinian population of lsrael has been expressed,
Mo one can deny the fact that for more than twenty=Ffive
yeors Rakah hos been the spokesman for and defender of
the immediate interests of the Palestinian population of
Israel. It wos thus predictoble and natural that the CP
would find iself at the head of the protest campaign
agoinst the new expropriations of Arab land.

The CP tried to wage this campaign in celloboration
with left Zionist parties and personalities, as well as
with Arab notables whose links to the Zionist authorities
are well known by everyone. It likewise tried to limit
the campaign to restricied meetings and the sending of
delegotions of notables o the authorities, But itsorig-
inol plan failed: Under the pressure of the government,
the right=wing notables quit the compsign in which they
hod been forced to participate by the pressure of the
voters, Then, under the pressure of its own ranks, the
CP wos compelled to undertoke increasingly massive ac-
tions. Of course, after the desertion of the notables,
the CP tried to justify certain retreats (cancelation of
the central demonstration in Jerusalem) and to do every-
thing to reduce the "day of struggle" to simple work
stoppages. But once the process was launched, the CP
hod no choice but to sanction actions that often unfolded
without it and without its agreement.,
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Real problems will be posed for the CP affer the general
strike. Mot because there is any risk of the CP's being
outlawed, as certain far-right parliament members want,
for the government is quite carscious of the moderating
role played by the CP among the Palestinian population.
The prablem for the CP is a political one: For the im-
mense majority of the Palestinian population, Rakah is
seen a3 the force that led the general strike of March 30;
this majority thus expects the CP o initiate new radical
actions. But there is no question of this as far as the CP
ts concerned. |t palitical project remains that of o
"peoce front" with the moderate Zionist forces and 1t

s stil] seeking to win "legitimacy" in the eyes of the
Zionist Jewish masses. That is why Rakah will do all it
can to demonstrate its resporsibility and its {sraeli po=-
triotism. The CP will thus be confronted with contradic-
tory pressures, the classic phenomenon of the Stalinist
movement in Palestine, which has divided in two on
numerous occasions, precisely over the national ques-
tion. These tensions are especially inevitable in that
the mobilization of the Palestiniars of lsroel has pro-
voked an unprecedented wave of solidarity in the terri-
tories occupied since 1967 and in the Arab countries,
which will compel the leaders of the PLO fo take the
rights of the Palestinians of lsrael inte consideration in
any compromise with lsrael, making such a compromise
all the less probable. As for the CP, it remains the most
resolute advocate of the selution of the Palestinian state,
within which thers is no place for the Palestinians of
lsrael, whom the CP considers citizens of the Jewish
state who have to struggle for racial equality. This con-
stitutes a Flagrant contradiction between the political
line of the CP, which recognizes the existence of the
state of Israel, and the growing conscicusness on the
part of the CP ranks that they belong fo the Palestinian
people and are struggling for the restitution of their
rights along with the whole of the Palestinian people.
We must thus expect important breaks within the CF,
especially inasmuch as a revalutionary alfernative is
taking shape among the Palestinian population of lsrael.

The far left

For the first time in many years the CP did not have ab-
solute hegemony in the mabilization of the Palestinian
masses within the state of lsrael. In the villages of Tiran,
Um el-Fa'hem, and in many others the CP leaders were
rapidly outflanked by young militants often influenced
by the Revolutionary Communist League, lsraeli sup=~
porters of the Fourth International .(2) |n Shfar'am and
Kfar Yassif the leaders of the National Committee for
the Defarse of Arab Land were forced to read messages
from the RCL; in Tiro and Taibe many inhabitants re-
jected the leaflet of the National Committee and pre-
farred to distribute the RCL's leaflet, But it was obove
all within the Union of Arab Students that the presence
of the revalutionary Marxists was most heavily felt.
After many harsh discussions with CP members, who are
dominant at the University of Haifa, the majority de-
cided to put out a leaflet recommending that the demon~-
stration in Jerusalem not be canceled. The CP delegates
withdrew, after accusing Matzpen-Marxist, along with

all those who refused to bow down before CP blackmail,
of criminal adventurism.

Along with militonts of the RCL, the Arab students were
the anly ones to organize in the big cities with Jewish
papulations on the day of strugale; this included o dem-
onstration in front of parliament which was harshly re-
pressed. It was often these Arab students who stoed in
the front lines during confrontations with the Zionist
forces of order. Through their real influence amang the
Arab students and through systematic agitation in most
of the Arab villages, the revolutionary communists of
Matzpen-Marxist were the only organized force detive
during the preparation and unfolding of the general
strike, apart from the CP of course. The response to
the RCL's activity, amplified by o press campaign after
the arrest of some of its militants, has strongly increased
the estesm for and audience of the revelutionary Marx-
ists among the Polestinian population. For the first time,
the RCL appeared not as an organization of anti-Zionist
Jews in solidarity with the struggle of the Palestinians,
but as an organization that is an integral part of the
struggle of this Palestinian population and is implanted
among it.

Today this is more important than ever in view of the
fissures that will appear in the Communist party, for the
existence of an alternative pole having at least some
base among the Arab population of lsrael can be a place
of regroupment of the broad vanguard now detaching it=
self empirically from the CP. The opportunist line of

the CP prevents it from offering an acceptable outlet

for the national struggle of the Palestinians living with-
in the borders of lsrael, Only the revolutionary Marxists,
with their total rejection of the Zionist state, have a
coherent resporse fo offer the Palestinian population.
For the first time, they also have a possibility of putting
this respanse info proctice and organizing the best ele-
ments of this population, those who have been in the
vanguard of the mobilization to defend Arab land. For
the revolutionary Marxists also, the situation has chonged
radically, and they will do everything they can to mea-
sure up to the new tasks required of them,

FOOTNOTES:

1. The elections tock place on schedule, ofter this
article was written, Oppositionists won 148 of the 188
seats being contested in twenty-two town councils, A
total of sixty=three pro-Hussein incumbents withdrew
from the elections before the voting because of the in-
tensity of nationalist feeling among the population,
The shift to the left was especially significant in that
the elections are held under Jordanian law, which still
maintains property qualifications for voting.

2. The Revolutionary Communist League (RCL)
emerged from a split in the lsroeli Sociolist Organiza-
tion (150}, an enti=Zionist group founded in the 19805,
The 150 was more commonly knewn by the name of its
newspaper, Matzpen (Compass), and the RCL is often
referred to as "Matzpen-Marxist, " the name of its news=
paper today.
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