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— thedeathd
micuel enrnauez ¥

We are publishing belaw the communigué released Ccober 7
in Paris by Edgardo Enriquez, member of the Political Commis-
sion of the Chilean MIR, upon the ennouncement of the mur-
der of his brether, MR generol secretary Miguel Enriguez,

by Pinochet's butchers.

The next fuue of INPREC OR will discuss the present situa—
ticn in Chile ard the repercussions of the death af Enriguez.
Here, we limit ourselves fo saluting, all tos bricfly, the
mamory of the intrarsigent revelutionary Miguel Enciquez.
We will continue fo deve lop our tetal solidority with the
Chilean workers and milTtents hit by the ferocious repres-

. * ¥ *

The working claw, the appressed of Chile, and the militants
of the MR are in mauraing at ‘the some time that they ore reis-
ing the benner of unity against the dictotorthip. The general
seeratery of the MR, comrode Miguel Enriquez, hos fallen in
courassols strugale, after having rasisted the assoult of his
eremies for koo hours, rifle in hond.

At his side v his comrode Carmen Castillo, seven months
pregnent, <ho was wounded ‘and arrested by the dictatorship.
With the death of Miguel Enriquez the Chilean working class
l3eez Tts bravest and most Tndefotigable organizer of resistance
ta the dicrararzhip ;

The MR lates it seneral secratory, founder, ond incontestabla
chiaf. Bur Miguel Enriquez hesdeft bohind on example of strug-
gle and o perty that will confinte to fallow him ond will be

the nightmare of Pinochet dnd hizs henchmen. The work af the
genersl ecredary dogs not end with his death. The MIR comes
out af thiz difficel test strengthened and tempered, determined
niot to retrect o singlo step in Th struggle ooainst the dictater-
ship,

Another member of tha Political Commission of the MIR has
tokeen up the general tecretary’s rifle ond has token command
of the party. The party of Miguel Enriquez hes men who will
lersow b o toke aver for him ond will be tue to his exomple
einel his memory , The heroic death of #iguel Enfiquez will am-
plify =till mare the wark of this man, whowa hardly thirty
yeors eld ot the time of his death.

A physicion and fother of two childran, he v e gect of
the Chilean resistorce , Todey his name and his excmple o=
the bonners of these whe have taken his ploce. His imoge will
live on in the battles of the resistance, will strengthen the
ranks of the MR, will help thoss tortured to keep silent, ond
will inspire the great struggle of the warkers and peosards of
Chile.

From the coup right up to his daath, Miguel Enriguez remained
in Chile at the head of his party. Cn the very doy of the coup
he persanally participated in armad confrontations with the
gorillas . Later, he tock personal charge of the clondestine
rearganizetion of the porty and struggled cemelessly for the
unity of the Chilean left,

Migue| and the Paliticel Cammision believed and still believe
that the leadership of the porty should be in Chile, The MR
will ba abla to intramsigently apply the conceptions of ik follen
general secretary ond will be consistent with his combaliee

and unitary heritage. Miguel Enriquez fell o5 o consislent rev—
alutionary, wsing his machine gun ogainst the gorilloss He
knew no weakness ond he pardonied rione. Mo one ot e siaht
ta shed tears aver him,

His nome will henceforth be inscribed side by 1ide wifS Sat

of Che and the cther Latin American revolutionories '__'h_
Fallen struggling for the cause of the disinherited, SEEe ok -
en ond peasonts revolution: 4

We call an’all the world's progressive and revoluf forces
1o organize o brood campoign: of solidarity with his castie
camrode to prevent Pinochet and his henchmen from se——
maliig or rorturing ker. I

--GLORYAND HONCOR TO MIGLEL ENRIQUET, I'FEHL—
EN GEMERAL SECRETARY!

-=LET L5 MAKE THE MNAKE OF MIGUEL ERNRICLEE 758
BAMMER OF THE OPPRESSED! t

—-THE MIR WILL MOT GIVE LiPt

-~AMOTHER COMRADE HAS PICKED UP THE RIFLE OF T
FALLE M GEMERAL SECRETARYI

—THE PECPLE'S RESISTAMNCE WILL WIN!

—LOMNG LIVE THE CHILEAM WORKERS AND PEASANTE
REVCOLUTION|

| NIPREC O
ITERMATI OMNAL PRESS CORRESPONDEMNCE

English, French, Spanish, ond German.

Mew Zealand, ond lapon.

12714 rue e lo Buonderie

Fortnightly information argan of the United Secretariat of the Faurth Internctional published in

Signed articles do nat necessorily represent the views of INPRECOR.

SUBSCRIPTIOME: 1 year (25 isswes) - USS10; Can 510; £4; ¥ 3,000,
AR MAIL TO U5, & CARADA: 516,00, TO JAPAN: ¥ 5,000, TO AUSTRALIA & MNEW ZEALAND: USSTE.
SPECIAL S|%-155LE AIR MAIL INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION - 53,50 U.5: & Corado; 34,50 Australia,

- Brussels 1000 Belgium

TO SUBSCRIBE; TO PAY BY PERSOMAL CHECK O |MT'L. BAME MOMEY ORDER: Send name ond oddress
to MNPRECOR with check mode ko the order of GISELA SCHOLTZ.

TO PAY BY INT'L, POSTAL ORDER: Send name and address ta INPRECOR. Send postal order to GISELA,
SCHOLTZ, 127 rue losse Impens, Brosels 3, Account Me. CCP 000-1085001-54




BRITAIN

WL SON

STILE AT AN

by JOHN ROSS

At first glance, the October 10 elections in Britoin and the
campalan preceding them cppeared to hove a most extroomdi-
nary cheracter. Here is o country thab every commentator,
bourgesis and Marxist alike, ogrees i3 in the throes of the
worst economic and social erisis of any country in Western
Eurcpe, with the Pmii;[: exception af I'.\crt'lr . 1873 alim a ¢oun-
try whose last government was browght dewn essentially by
the threat of extroparliomentory working-cios action led by
the miners. Inspite of all this, the election of October 10
wos preceded by the least open show of enthumiasm or ogihe-
tion of ony election in years.

The pre-election lock of enthusiosm wom capped by on absten-
tien rate in the voting that shocked even the leadeship of

the victoricus Lebour party. The woting returns did indicate
a'shift of slightly mere than 3 percent in the most working=
elass areos toword Labour. But the abstention rate in the elec-
tion wes significantly up — by around &795, Mat significantly
of all, this abstention waos concentrated in the working class.
I same of the centrol working closs districk abstentions were
as much as 12-15 percent higher thon in February! The evening
vobe in the Cetober 10 & lections was the lowest in years, o
reflection of the high abstention rafe among workers, who gen-
erally vote affer workc. In fact, it was revealed after the vot-
ing thot o projection poll bosed on the number of votes that
hiod been cost up to 8:15 p.m. and assuming that the night-
time {lorgely Lebour) vote would oftain its usual levels pre-
dicted thaot Labour would carry the election by 100 seats!

Pleverthe less, Tt would be o mistake to be taken in by the op-
parent somnalence . Gigantic social forces closhed in the crl-
sis in Britgin lost winter. They hove nof ceased to operate
since then. The apparent tranquility of the electiors wos not
a product of an absence of underlying tersion, but rather of
a surfeit of it. The situation was like one of those wrestling
matches in which the two contestants strain every muscle, but

for a while they are simply straining ot each cther, neither
baing able to mave, neither finding a strategy to defeat the
ather. But os soan os one decisive shiff is mode, the apparent

equilibrium is explosively overtirned . What was proved by the
Cciober 10 elections is thot even when the ruling clas is in

re. o Bsarroy urx:l | crisis, the Labour mrl'y connct decisively

n||_-|;|'|¢n.1 l'.w runming on a right= =wing program that inevi-

tably fails to gufmm-e — or even cofch the imagination of ==

the wurlunq :[qs; |F& MEFTOW e :-F H"E elnl:ra'ul wcrl:}r:.r i

the ruling c|-:xss fo orgenize Tk own forces and the fact that
the leadership of the working class is projecting no clear orf-
entation which even in o distorted woy con provide g perspec-
tive for the rising struggle of the mosses.

Winter 1973 and its aftermath

When Heath called the election of lost Febroary both he and
the ruling clas believed they were taking an important deci-
sion obout the development of the strugale in Britain, But the
reality wos different. Confronted with the miners skrike, the

ruling class hod three tactical options, but no strotegic ones.

The first option was to hove gronted the wage claims. But with
the whole working class lined up behind the miners, this would
heve cpened up a breach in the [ncomes Policy through which
the rest of the uniors would have flooded.

The socond option was ho bove ottempted to break the miners
strike through repression. Given the relaticnship of forces be—
tween the closes, thiz would not have worked in the best of
coses. At worst, it could hove provoked a general strike

The third option, the one thot Heath chose, was te attempt
to use the political strength of the ruling closs to outmaneuver
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the trode-union buregucrats, The Torfes cerfainly did outma-
neuver the bureoucrats, but the ronk and file forced the miners
union to call the strike anyway. Once that occurred, and
given the ruling out of the second option, Heath's bluff had
emantially boen called,

Daspite the tittle-tattle Tn the press about "options, * the real-
iry of the elections was very clear, The fundamental fsues
were nat decided by the voting. Heath and the nuling closs
had alrecdy been defeated when fha election was called . In-
deed, zalling the election we merely the ackrowledgement
of defeal — and an attempt to gain a breathing space before
the outbreds of even more decisive struggles. Even Heath was
forced o odmit that he would give in fo the miners. Cnce that
wos done, it was inevitchle that the rest of the working closs
would begin to fry to p._rj.l‘\ Hﬂrﬁugh the gap that the mine wark -
erz had openod. OF course, it was still possible for Heath to
have wan a small majority in the election, -and that no doubt
would hove been tactically useful for the bowrgecisie, but the
main fact was that any govarnment that came out of such an
election, regordless of its palitical coleration, weould have
been'a weak government.

There it na doubt that the bourpeoizsie decided to eall the alec-
tion becouse they were frightenad that resorting 1o the option
of repressien might have led to on even mere doengerous devel-
oprmant == the open challenging of the power ond eutherity of
the bourgecis stote Tself. Almost certainly, the bourgecisie
calculated corractly in this. But, as always, what is important
is mot what the bourgeoizie would like fo do, but whaot it is
capatile of doing. The bourgeoisio succeeded Tn heoding off

a sutklen and explosive davelopment of the "French May® fype.
But given the relationship of forces, avaiding o French vorfant
could be aehisved anly ot the price of ending up with an "lfal-
ien" one, that is, a lenger and more drown out bul just as decp
warking closs upsurge , The bourgeoisie will see Th imtibutions
urdermined in o whole series of steadily rising sfruggles instead
af through o sudden, sharp conf-entation.

To be sure, the difference s of toctical importance; but it con
hardly be said that the ruling clms is going to enjoy -- or de-
liberately choose == aither. The decisive factors in Britain
today lie not in the will of the bourgesisie but in the economic
erizis and the working-closs upsurge. There i3 only one areg —
the Marth of lreland —- Tn which forces ebjectively alignad
with the ruling class have taken an important step forward.

In Britain, the best the ruling class can achieve ot the mament
is the alreody frayed fig leaf of the "Social Controct. " (3ee
INPRECOR, Ma.1, June .)

Since last winter

The conscquences of the outcame of last winter's erisis have
eontinued to develop since then. As prime minister of the
Lobour government, Heorald Wilion has attempted to carry

out the policy of the Social Contract, but it is quite clear
that the Social Confract fs steadily disintegrating == begin-
ning in those ssves ard sectors where the hold of the bureouo=
crocy s weakest. Almast immediately after the election lost
February, o fierce row broke out over Lobour's pelicy on Chile
This wes Fallowed by shrikes by nurses and health workers,
which eontinued throughout the summer. Alsc during the sum-
mer, an interse round of entifasclst struagles tack place, lead-
ing to four national demonstrations . An important wave of
struggles by wormen workers is beginning. In recent weeks,
sections of the "heavy bottalions” of the working cless have
started to jain in, with on important series of strikes emong
aute workers and growing discontent about the ogreements
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negotiated by the burecucrocy of the miners onicn. The a=—
ceptance by the Trades Union Council (TUC) of the Socisl
Cantrect is rapidly baing revealed as tenuous. Mot o single
Tmportant union hos put forwerd wage claims within fhe bounds
set by the Sacial Controct. A very big series of workess siug-
gles is on the ogenda for the winter and spring — althoogh the
bureaucracy will surely try very hord te heod them off. Perhans
even more important, unemployment is beginning to bite under
conditions in which the werking class is obviously nof going

to sitbock posively; already there have been a number of foc—
fory occupotions. Since ne gavernment could do anything to
avert the coming crisis, it is quite clear thot the new Laobour
aovernmant will engage in flarce closhas with tha warking
class during the winter and spring.

But while Lobour Ts uncble tosatisfy the waorking closs, itis
equally evident thot it cannot meet the needs of the ruling
class either. Mo significont section of the bourgeoisie hos
any confidence in the obility of the Secial Contract to keap
the werking closs under contral, Comsequently, there baos beer
a marked hardening of position wikthin the ruling clos since
the Februoryalaction, with, for example, o very obrupt shift
te the right in the policies of the Confederation of British In-
dustries.

But the ruling closs shift is not fully reflected on the field of
electoral politics. In Britain it is complately impossible o
win an election without securing a significant propartion of
working closs votes. Before 1974 the Tories bod never received
less than ene-third of the working-clas vote. MNaoterolly, wn-
less the workers hove been defected, such votes cannot be won
through violent ottacks on the unichs ond the orgonizotions of
the warking closs. The Tories learned this -~ to their regret —
in the Februony elections. For this resson, in the Octobes
electiors Heath retired to a much more low=key “Mofional
Unity™ opproach == which wos not very convincing in viss

of the Taries record on the quastion of the three=doy week .
Indeed, in his attempt to gat the message ocross, Heol sven
offared to establish o coalilion government, with his o res-
ignarion possibly paving the way for this.

The pro—election disorray in the ruling clos wos coused By

the disparity betwoen what the bourgeoisie considers econom-
ically necessary ond whot ifs main party comidered palitically
feasible. Some representotives of the fndustrial bourgeoisie,
the mogazine The Economist, for exomple, become enomouned
of the Liberal party. A section of finance copital in Scotiond
defected to the Scottish Motionalist party. Enoch Powell con—
tinued his Bonopartist cperction by stonding in the Maorth of
Ireland on an Ulster Loyalist ficket. Seme Tory politicions,

n an ohvious play for the leademship of the party if Heath iz
dumped, bagan urging o policy of ellowing unemployment to
rise fo 3 million and the satting up of cifizens anfistrilke mili-
Ha. Other sactions of the ruling clms, represented by certain
leading newspopers, oppeared fo hove obondoned any hope

of a porty of the bourgecisia winming the elechion ond task &
prapesing a concerted effort to change the electoral syates s
‘s to bar any passibility of Lebour ever winning o porlicsesiary
majority in the futire, L

Oie thing is clear. The new government crected by fhe h—
ber elections will not passibly be strang encugh fo meet #_
needs of the bourgeoisie. Mest Fundamentally, fhe working
elass i3 undefenred and has alreody demomstoted ifs cbilite =
destroy policies. or even governments, that offack it fronsslly.

But if the bourgeaisie is Tn disarmay, the Labour porty is ned
much better off. The porty's holding office and the crisia &f
the ruling clas have temporarily bolstered the partisam of
extreme right=-wing policies within the party. The foctors e
pushed the party o make a left turn -- the bourgecisic's =owes



tewerd o strong state ond the upsurge of the working closs --
continue to operate, but these foctors are held in check by
the weight the right wing is granted by the party’s being in
government and by the foct that the ruling class crisis is so
severn that Wilsan can merginally win an elestion even with
‘Ris line, which in the February election hod succeeded in re-
ducing the Labour party to it lowest total voke since 1935 ond
its lowest parcentage since 1931, MNew that Labour has wen fhe
alaction, the turn to the left is going fo toké the form of on
acirte crisis in the party —— either the igneminizus collopse of
the government in face of rising hastility of the ruling class
and rising indifference of the workers, the split from the party
of the extreme right, or the resignation of the "laft" from the
gevernment.

Ironically, it wes exactly this crisis in ell the parties that pre—
duesd the opparent calm and semnalence of the election cam-
paign. The bourgeois parties were too weak to come out with
an open attock on the working class movement: The Labour
party’s line was too right-wing to fill the working class with
any enthusiasm that the socialist goal was of Tast within reach.
The foseist movement was too weak to polarize the sifuation.
The revalutionary left wos not yet sirong encugh to come for-
ward os & viable olternative . Hence the apparently unruffled
surfoce.

But in spite of the opparent calm, the prospects are very cleor
and Far from tranguil. The new government will foce very big
workers siruggles in the winter and spring. From the standpoint
of the working closs 1t weas toctically important far the Lobour
party to have won the election. The Labour victory will in-
crease the confidence of the mawsas. In particulor T will ac=
celerate the process of peliticTzation. The task of the revelu-
Handries n the elecHons wes to prepare for the past-election
struggles. 1t was this priority that determined the ottitude
token during the elections by the Infernational Marxkist Group
(1MG}, British section of the Feurth International.

The IMG and the elections

The | MG raised four maoin themes in its Tntervention in the elec-
tions:

“The struggle egairst inflation; centering on the demand far

a sliding scale of wages, @ netional minimum woge of 30 oz o
first step to o £40 minimum, equal pay for women, rejection of
any form of Incomes Palicy under capitolism, nationalization

of the oil and food industries.

*The struggle ogoinst unemployment, centering on the demands
far a reduetion of the work weak to 35 hours with no less in
pay, occupation of factories infroducing layoffs, sharing of

all available work with no loss in pay, natienalizetion with-
out compersation and under workers contral of all firms creat-
ing redundancies, immediate nationalization of the motor and
congtruction indusfries.

*The struggle for self-deferminatien for lrelard, centering on
the demands for the immediote withdrawal of British troops
from Ireland, the ending of intemment, the releose of all lrish
political prisoners, solidarity with fhe IRA.,

*The struggle against the development of the strong state, cen-
tering on tha demands for the organization of workers self-de-
fense {especiolly of pickens}, the disbanding of the Special
Patrel Groups of the police, the ending of all joint ormy-po-
lice mopeuvers, the infreduction of full political and frode-
unien rights Tn the crmy, no plaform for faseists.

In oddition to these central themes, we were able in the period
preceding the elections to comy out significant work on the
questions of the oppression of women, solidarity with Chile,
and the struggles in the health services. We also have been
artampting to develop o compoign ogoinst Britain's membership
in the Common Market.

In addifion t2 these immediate compaigrs, the | MG alio od-
vanced three slogons thot sum up the general orientation 7t
odvoeates for the period aheod:

*A frode—union plan for the nationalization of the economy
under workers control. Thizs is the logical extension of all the
demands arcund foctory occupations and naticnalizaticns.

*& government responsible to the ergonizations af the working
class and not o parlioment. This demand assumes particular
importance with Lobour's victory in the elections. The strain
batween the government cnd the moss rode-union membership
of the Labour party will be tremendous, despite the foct that
the period of upsurge, with its possibility of developing new
forms of working-clas erganization, will break cut before

any credible alternative working-closs party to Lobour emerges.
Under these canditions, the essential erienterion revolution=
aries must give to the workers s to fight for o govemment that
—- whatever its formal palitical memberhip — will be respon-
sible to the organizations that will develop out of the mms
struggle. This pravides an excellant opportunity b explain

the nature of parlioment te the working-class vonguord and
to-point out the type of eltemative to porliament thot must

b created. This sort of compaign takes on special impartonce
in Scotlond, where cancrete conditicns allow us to put forword
the slogan of @ Workers Amembly counterposed o the boor-
geoisie's project of a pseuda—parliomentary esembly. We ax-
plain that any such Worsers Assembly waould have an overwhelm-
ing Labisur majarity at the cutset, but Tt would be o bady o
which the workers would hove o qualitatively different rela-
tionship than they do to o parliamentary-type bady . While
such a slogan remeing essentiolly propagondistic ot present,

it offars an orienfatien that con be concretized oround initio-
Hves such o5 conferences o orgenize struggles agoinst attemphs
to close key industries ond companies in Scotland and around
themes of workers control over and natisnalization of Marth
Sea oil and the fuel Tndustry, This has been @ crucial fssue

in Scotland.

*A genercl strike to win the basic working-closs demands on
inflation and unemployment. Thiz will be concretized in the
form of the demand for a general strike for the sliding scole
of wages counterpased fo the Incomes Palicy that the Labour
government is mest likely going te impose in the spring. This
compaign is linked to popularization of the themes of the for-
mation of strike committees ond oction commithees and of the
importance of workers self—deferse.

The agitational slogan that wos roisad by the | MG o5 o summary
5
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of ik general arientation wes "Vote Lobour —- But Against
the Social Confroct.” The MG also geve critical support to

the candidates af the Workers Revelutionory party in the Jis-
tricts in which they were standing.

The broad workers vanguard and the IMG's tasks

FE’ TOLLEY2 SMALE L2
= pom i |

The situation of the working claos struggles fo which the IMG
it oriented. is sharply contradictory at present. The combotivity
of the masses i1 extremely high, and the worsening economic
crisiz will undoubtedly be met with o big upsurge of struggle.
Chjectively, the workers reszistonce he continued to hlock
implementation of the srategy of the ruling closs and & now
beginning fo throw all bourgeois institutiens Tnte crisis. Sub-
jestively, however, the process of politicization is proceeding
slowly and unevenly. The organizing codres of the working
elozs will lead very bread work ing-class struggles in the com-
ing period. These struggles will breck the Social Confroct,
deepen the political crisis profoundly, ard plunge the country
inte something opproaching ecenomic choss. But despite the
objective pelitical impact of their octions, the vast majority
of thete cadres remain almost completely under the palifical
and ideclogieal domination of the Labour party, even though
thay are no longer under it orgonizaticnal control. The com-
bativity of this layer remains o corstant chstecle to all the
maneuvers of the ruling closs. But subjective understarding

of the palitical effects of their actions and the consegquences
that must be drown from them remain limited among these or-
ganizing codres of the class.

At a different level, it is clear thot there 75 now a layer of
workers — especiolly young ones, and probably ters of thou-
sands af them -- who have arrived at general political con-
cligions o o result of the sweeping sconomic and social eri-

2]

sis of the past five yeors. There is no doubt that the develop-
img erisis within the Lobour porty, coused by the forces lead-

. Tna it ko make o left turn, hes hod considerable Tmpact on all

sections of the vanguard, most notably arcund the themes of
Chile ond nofionalizetions. Mevertheless, although the naw
broad workers vanguord hes played o very imporfont role in
many working cless struggles, its octions have remained frog-
mented among hundreds of focuses. The vanguard a2 a whole
hes not played o role in nationagl politics on the scale seen In
Fromce or ltaly, to toke two exomples.

The recsons for this are bath ohjective and subjective . The
objective reason lies in the foct that although the economic
crisis in Britain between 1969 and 1973 weas the most serious
cne in copitalist Europe {(with the exception of taly], the
great histerie reserves of British imperialisn cushioned the
impact of the political crisis, making it less overt ond severs
than it was ina country like France, where the economic cri-
sis was much less savere. There weos nathing even opproeching
the political crises seen in Italy or Spain. The vanguard con—
sequently remained organized primarily around sectoral ond
trode-union struggles, irstead of crystellizing around elements
of the national end internaticnal political crisfs. Although
the consciousness of many young workers fnvolved in the frode-
union struggles went far beyond the Tmmediate issues of thess
firhts, the orgonized ocHvity of the vanguard remained con—
centrated on this more narrow field.



The chiective base for the relative absence of oction by the
mass vanguard as a foctor in the political arena was decisively
weakened by the collopse of the Heath government and ik
aftermath. The palitical crisis is now acute ond open. The
trade-union struggles will of course continue to be of enormous
importance and weight, since the economic impesse remains
the' main couse of the political erisis. But the ohjective con-
ditions for the vonguard octing on central palitical themes ara
now far more fovarable than previsusly.

The erisis of the subjective foctor, however, remains acube.
The pelicies of the International Secialists (15), the lorgest
group on the mvolutionery left, hove alrecdy decimated the
potential of the vanguard that emarged in 1966=58 out of the
mavement in selidarity with the Vietnomese revoluticn. The
sconcmist and sectoralist policies followed by the |5 and the
group's comeguent Tnability o offer o political arientation

to o brood political vanguard resulted in the reductien of the
vanguard == which ot T height Tnvalved some tens of thousands
of militants —- to o few hundred people whe joined revolution-
ary organizations and o few scatterad remnaonts that remained
cutside. If the |5 were ta retain hegemony over the emerging
workers vanguard, this new vanguard would suffer the some
fote: there is no doubt of that. A few thousand militants might
join 15, but the potentic| of tens of thousands of workers whao
are now becaming politicized would be dissipated .

In thiz sifunfion the resporsibility devalving on the still elo-
tively srmall forces of the IMG is very great. The development
of the objective situction is fowaord o heod=-on confrontaticn
hatwesn the closses. Since T973 the | MG's strategic [ine hes
been towdrd preparing the optimol conditions for such a con-
frontation through an crientaticn towards a general strike ond
the creation of orgons of dual power. However, turning such
a line Tnte o proctical and effective element Tn the cless strug-
gle invelves nat merely agitation on the political themes cie-
lined abave, but alie o concretization of aur factcs in light
of the porticulor development of the brood workers vanguord
in Brirain.

The central tactical preblem confranting the revalutisnory von-
guard is how fo overcome the extreme frogmentotion and dis-
persal of the brood workers vanguard. The mein medium-term
erganizational goal is the estoblishment of o revalutiznary
trade-union tandency. At present, however, naither the palit=
ical ner organizational preconditions for this development exisr,
The general acceptonce among fhe vanguard of certain key no-
tional demands and the increase in weight of the brood workers
vonguard omeng fhe working clos o a whole {as well as g mock
greater degree of natianal focus within the broad werkers van-
guord itself) are locking, Under these conditions, the simple
“proclomation” of such o fendency, or even ifs projection o
an immediate possibility, would lead only to the creation of

a sectarian "front group” grotesquely posturing os o moss orga-
nizotion but actually representing only the periphery of some
revolutionary organization. This is the errar that hes been com-
mitted by the International Secialisk, who refuse te distinguish

betwean the orgonizaotion of their own periphery ond the much

brooder orgonization of the vonguard, thus combining erganiza-
tional sectarianism with their toil-endist politics.

The |MG policy flows from on understanding thot in order to
ereate such o trade-union tendency, the political precondi-
tions must first be created within the brood workers vanguard.
{Primarily, this meens gaining the common ccceprance of cer=
tain key demaonds. } Comequently, while the [MG retaing the
trode=-union fendency a5 an intermediate orgonizational pro-
jection, ifs orientation is focused erund mere limited and
eonjunctural united fronts oble fo unite significant sections
of the broad workers vanguord ond the revelutionary left in

action areund common demands that both serve o fmmediate
resporises fo the needs of the class struggle and begin to lay
the political precorditions for the creation of o revolutionary
tendency within the unions at a loter point.

This orfenfation of the |MG is beginning to have some effect
in overcoming the sectoralist fragmentatien of the vanguerd,
During the outumn of 1973 the | MG wat able to play an im-
portant role Tn helping to lounch o compaign for the defense
of workers on trial in Shrewsbury for picketing. This spring
and summer the | MG wes instrumental Tn launching actions
and campaigns in solidority with the Chilean peonle and against
the British foscists. Both these campaigms drew in thousends of
militants and brought obout united oction by the rewvaluticnary
left For the first time Tna comsideroble peried. In oddition,
both compaiges, particularly the one ogoinst foscism, penc-
trated beyond the periphery of the revelufionary left into the
brooder workers vanguard ond the working-closs movement it=
self. |n the months aheod there is the possibility of developing
such compaigns arsund the oppression of women (in the fight
for o Working Women's Charter) and, mrtfn:ularly, arauned the
issve of Irelond . Intervention to gersrate comman action by
the vanguord cn fthe vital questions of unemployment and Tn-
flation remains far more difficult, n view af the vosk foroes
involved in these struggles aond the o pet relatively small fm-
plantaticn of the IMG in the working closs. There is nc doubt,
hawever, that during the past period the [MG hos cuentitatively,
though not quelitefively, strengtherned its position within the
vanguard ond even within rode-union strugales, inwhich the
crganization hos for the At time been able 1o play an aetive
rale. Our comrodes' leodership of an exemplory strugole of ail
pipeline construction workers in Scotlond -- invalving an
elected strike committes, daily mos meetings, and a strile
bullatin == and the role we were able to plaoy in creating an
oction commitee that led important struggles amcong London
teachers are the main goim mode on this front zo far.

The 1MG remaine owere of il relative weakness in face of the
gigantic tosks confranting it. But thare afe grownds far coutious
opfimism. The goins we Hove made in cur work ond the foct
that a period of crisis ond regroupment i3 underway within the
revolutionary left Indicate thot fovorohle cenditions ore amang-
ing for the deveiopment of o powerful section of the Fourth In-
rernational in Britain. Our tesk mow is to capitalize on the
guims of the post period and summon up all cur resources to
prepare far the working=-closs storms thot will come after the
elections. The return of the Lobour government creates the

hest posible canditions far the rapid peliticization of the werk-
g clags vanguard . W
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A SEFCOND
SETBACK

THE RICHT

by A. UDRY

Spinela's second attempt to modify the relotionship of forces

on the governmental level, ko set up institutions more capable
of confronting the workers movement, ond to hold back the da-
colonializatfen precess has Failed. But this round was different
than the earlier one lost June (1ee IMPRECOR, MNo.35-6, Au—
gust 31. Fist, the right ond tha far right made their first at-
templs to develop an aftack of brood seope. Second, the mo-
bilizotion of the mas movement wos an impertant element in
the respomse fo Spinola’s attempk and in halting the "attempted
coup. "

Far the moment, the Armed Forces Movement {especially is
"centrist” tendancies), the Communist party, ond the Trode
Linien Federatian have come sut of the confrantation Tn strangth-
encd positions. But none of the cruciol suestions hos bean set=
Hed. Instabiliey and palitical erisii can only infersify.

The steps in an offensive

Afler the rout of "Operation Palma Carles” — which wes an
attermat to call o plebiscite on Spimala, set up o presidential
regime, and postpone the elections -- and toking oceount of
the wocknesses of the instruments it cemmondad for going inke
the electicns seheduled for Mareh 15735, the right saught to
take the inftictive agoin, using Spinela os-a rallying banner.
His prestige was supposed to guarcntee the success of the ma-
neuwvar, The differences that had emerged on the aovernmental
level, espacially in reletion to decolonization, made o mare
ar less cameufloged asseult corried out under the pretext of
supporting Spinola seem all the mare credible.

spincla chere to moke his remorkable declarations at the mo-
mant when the “small whites” &F Lourengoe Marques were re-
spending to the occords cancluded in Lusaka between FRELI MO
ard the covernment by toking to the streals, cceupying the
radio station, ond “proclaiming independence. Thus, on Sap-
tember 10 Soinaly exploined that decelonization is a “process
that does nat comsist, os some people naively think, Tna pure
and simple transfer of power to the organizations that led the
armed struggle against the old regime. ™ Thot was for the "Afri-
can provinees, " espegially Angala. Then, for the situation in
Portugal itszlf, he made his sppeal to the silent majarity: “The
silent mojority of Portuguese people must woke up cnd octvely
defend themselves ogainst totalitarion extremists wha are werk-
ing in the shadows, utilizing well known methods to manipulate
the masses . . . {who are) plunged into confusion after half a
century of political ignoronce. " After this opening bid, Spi-
nola anncunced on September 22 that he wanted to toke total
and sela charge of all offairs relating te decalonization in An-
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gola. He wanted to recssure o port of Porfuguese (ond interno—
tional) finonce capital (which is sirongly interested in the rich
regions of Angala) ond to hold bock the process of decoloniza-
tion. After oll, on the same day he recaived o delegation of
"Angalan pescnalities” heoded by Fronciszo Lels, laader of
the "Argolon Demecratic party, " whao declared at the end of
the interview: "Onee ogain, the President hes Just saved An-
gola." He hod done the same thing in July, when he received
Mme. loona Siméca, who exploined the "dangers FRELI MO
represented for Mozambigue. " And he met with Mobuty to dis-
cuss the sebtlement of the Angalan affair.

Coneurrently, many far-right parties emerged cut of these ini-
tiatives, calling themselves things like Progress party, Liberal
party, MNatianal party. On September 19 posters storted ap-
pecring showing a square~jowed, bespectocled young execu-
tHve-type with the words "silent majarity" written ocross the
mouth. The pesters called for a demanstration ta support the
president of the republic.

A convergence wos established between the bourgesis sectars
that had taken part in the April 25 military coup (whether hap-
pily or not), like Chompalimaud, Galves de Mels, Spfrola,
chc ., and the far-right sectors linked fo the Legion, to the
mast determined calonialists, like Cosal Ribeiro, Fronco Mo-
guairo, Kaulza de Asrfogo, Within the *Junta of Matisnal
Salvation® itself, elements like Galvas de Mels and Sanches
Ozorio (the minister of information) dezlored themselves in
faver of the demonstration. Sanches Osorio wos fo issue a ro-
die communiqué asking that the "pickets™ ond "barricodes”

set up oround Lisbon on September 27 be taken down. Within
the army, Sprnola’s profect wos supparfed by not negligible
sectors, Tncluding, among others, the parotroopers of Toncos.
The right and the For right were mobilizing. Right-wing "kan-
guets" were flourishing. On Sepember 25 they tock place in
Camps Pequeno, the "plopa de tores” of Liskan. The onticom-
munist compoign wos developing. Thase sectors mast clasely
tied to American capital ond to sections of Brazilian capifel,

which are the sectorm mest attoeched to colonial exploftotion,

were supporting this affensive of the right and the far right.

Here it must be stressed that in foct the policy of the o
ment and the Armed Forces Movement (AFM) wes pereitine
these eurrents o acquire the room they meeded i mecrasae
themselves. The intervention of the armed forces cpsiet e
striking workers of the Jornal da Comercia, -hﬂfh—
ireg the removal of Carlos Machode, the Eschl Sectar e
ogaimst the workers of Lisnave, whnmw*
ing of the purge of faseist clements, comiined Sos e

the various maneuvars of the for right. This “Jm




true in that the gevernment proved to be vary understanding
towerd the demands of the ex- PIDE (secret police) agents —
Galvoo de Melo received o delegatien of them == and did not
hide the finonciol sypport that these varicus groups were enjoy-
ing. The far-right organizations, with the suppart of a good
part of tha church in the Morth of the country, sought a seeial
sbme amang cartain pety-bourgesis and paasont layers of the
Marth, of Alentejo, But thing hod chenged. Today, the peas-
antry no lenger represents o decisive cnd sfficiant support or
imoartont social bose bocking the meneuvers of reaction.

The response

Cenfronted with this vast far-right maneuver, the mobilization
of the workan and youth developed and intensified, beginning
an September 27, The counteroffensive really took hald on that
afternoon; boricodes were raised, the reads leading info Lis-
bon were controlled. The AFM did not infervene directly; the
imternal divisions restricted its possibilities of toking imme-
diate initiatives,

The resporse to reaction's assoult hod o twofold dimension.

O the one hond, the mobilization of the masses was for from
negligible; on the sther hand, during the second phase, the
sutcome of the canfrontation was determined by the interven-
tion of the Ammsd Forces Movement. There is no doubt that
Spinola and the varisus circles that were part of the cperation
drew bock of the moment whien the reletionship of forces within
the AF M and between the AFM and the whole army clearly ap-
pecred fo be fovoring the eentrist ond left-centrist wing of the
AFM., An open division in the army, with all that would imply
in Portugal under the present situation, was passible if the test
aof sirangth had been prolonged . That certainly mode the Spi-
nolisks think rwice. But while it It Tncontesteble that the rele-
tionship of forces within the AFM amd between the AFM and
the army and the eventual intervention of the AFMwere de-
cisive elements determining the result of the confrontation, it
is also quite clear that the mobilizations of the workers ond
youth and the agpeals of the Trade Union Federation, the CF,
and the for left ployed an important role in the decisions thot
wera mada by the AFM, Moreover, the experience ooguired
by @ saction of the working class in this test of strength must
not be underestimated . The refusal of hoographers te peint
advertisements far the “silent majority” demonstration and the
strike of the railwoy and sfreetcar workers remain impertant
element that can serve to concretize the for=left's prepogando
arcund the: therme of antifoscist struggle. It should alse be noted
that some soldlers particlpated in building the borricedes agairst
the orders of some afficars, thot is, before the afficial appeat
wes lounched by the AFM.

Mevertheles, a distinction hes o be mode betwean the me-
bilization an the one hond and the degree of politicization,
the reodiness Bf brood sectors of the Pertuguese working closs
to intervers in the battle a5 on independent political foctar,
on the other hand . This weokness exploing bath the obility of
the AF M to regain contrel of the situction ond the [Tmits of
the crisis thot followed the fall of Spingla. It is here thot one
con ses the differences between the development of conscious-
ness among the 1talion, Spanish, or French workers and the
Portuguese workers. In ftaly, Spain, or France such a canfron-
tation, the failure of o maneuver like Spinola’s, weuld have
touched off o crisis of great breodth. This facter must not be
overlooked . I+ allows for an understanding of the foct that de-
spite the extreme institutional weakness of the bourgeois re-
gime, the situotion stll remains what it is today; so much so
that the immediote results of the avents of September 27-29
appear fo be the establishrment of the “Sundaoys of national
effart, * the voluntary Sunday work programs. The weak level
of peliticization results from the weight of farty yoors of fas—
gism, the fragmentofion of the working closs, the nenexistence

of a mobilization on & national scale, and the persistence of
democratic illusions. It is exactly becouse of all this that the
Parfuguese Communist party is able to maintain the hegemony
it holds over the working closs. Af the same time, however,
that hegemony meinforces these filusioms. Thus, the CP wos o
nat unimportant fecter in the credibility Spincla hod acquired,
and in this sense, the CP coniributed to focilitating the Bono-
partist operations of the butcher of Guinea-Bissou.

In the some manner, the CP today is plocing o hale around the
heads of the AFM. Ever since September 2%, it has been rele-
gating the rale ployed by the workers mobilizotions in check-
ing Spinclo’s operation almast to parenthetical remarks; the
main light is shined an the function of the AFM as the only
"guarantor of democracy . " Censequently, the AFM hos eome
out of the crisis os one of the main winners. |n the present in-
stitutional crisiz of the Porfuguese beurgeoisie, the function
ot hinge of power for the bourgesisie that the AFM is playing
tends to be very much hidden by the pelicy of the reformist
parties and even by some of the centrist currents.

Aftermath of the crisis

While the fall of Spinalo did not leod to an explosion of great
scope, it s no less the cose that the crisis and the instability
caon only be prolonged . On the economic level, inflation is
rising rapidly. |t has now reached the rate of 32 percent o
year. Unemployment i3 growing ot an occelerated rate and s
being intersified stifl mare by the return to Partugal of immi-
grant workers driven cut of sther European countries by restric-
tive meosures and by the retum of the "small whites” and the
soldiers from the "African provinces. ™ The flight of capital is
still expanding. On this field, e savernment's concessions
can only be strictly limited. Gongalves hos already proven

this By roising the prices of bmsic necestities. In his Oetober

& speech in Parto he declored: "Today, te be impatient is fo
bs a foscist. We gre now working out democrotic lows, ond

the people must help vs to strengthen our democratic contguests .
. . . The task will not be sasy, for Portugal is of the fail end
of Europe., The people must be oware of our limitations. We
cennot have a guaranieed minimum woge [ike in France or
Germony. " (Le Figare, October 10,1974.]

The institutional vacuum is odded to this ebjectively narrow
maneuvering room on the economic field. And this is the sita-
tion during the approach of elections. Finally, the decaloniza-
tion process 75 not over in Angola. Becouse of the size of the
white colonial population, the divisions within the liberation
movemends, ard the riches of ifs subsoil, Angole poses more
compliceted problems for the provisional government than did
Guinea-Bissau ond Mozambigue .

Decisive sectors of the bourgeonisie have fried twice == in tuly
and in September -- to ovoid the coming electoral test by cor-
rying out presidentiol and plebiscitary operations . Both attempts
foiled . For the CP and the 5P, oll compromises ore permissible,
provided they allow for the ochieving of the objective that op—
pears os the justification for their whole palicy: the "free elec-
fions” to o constifuent assembly in March 1975, Any efforts by
importont sectors of the bourgeaisie to postpone thee elections
to en Indefinite date will be very difficulr for the CF and the
5P to accept.

But nathing wis seftled on fhis matter offer September 27-29.
The time the bourgeoisie hod to get recdy for the elections or
lounch an effensive te megain more solid contol prevented
either of the frwo projects from bearing any Fruit, The fight
seems dispersed offer the foll of Spincla. Given the current
ralationship of forces, ifs only olternative i3 to rolly areund
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o cenfer or feft-center formation like the PPD (Pecple’s Dem-
ocratic party, the party of 56 Comneiro). But this party does
not have a very breod influence; Tt presence in political life
is limited, even though it does participate in the provisional
government along with the AFM, the CF, and the SP. Ik obil-
ity to respond to the Tnflusnce of the CP on the electoral Field
is more than limited. According to many Porfuguese journalists,
the CF could receive 20 percent 'of the vote or more.

In this context, the function of the AFM oppaars more clear
than ever. To be sure, it is not o homogeneous mevement: var-
ious tendencies coexist within it, ‘although the center ond can=
ter=laft were strengthened by the September 27-2% avents.
Mareover, Costa Gomes represents a link with the sectors of
the army that are now coming info conflict with the AFM.
Mevertheless, substantially, this movement represents the key
prop of the regime of o bourgeoisia suffaring an extreme crisis
of pelitical leodarship and o crying lack of an Tnstrument to
work with in the traditional framewark of bourgeais democracy.

The inftiatives taken immediately after the night of September
28-29 and after 3pfnela’s resignation shed light on the fune-
tion of the AFM and its foremost governmental representative,
Vasco Gongalves. Thene were many calls for natiengl unity
and gven homage to Spihele, "this former comrade in arms
and vigilamee, "

In the course of several Tnterviews bafora and after the end

of September, Gongalves clearly indicated the choracter of
the program of the AFM. On this peint, there are many in the
most enlightened bourgesis circles who are nat kidding them-
selves . Thus, the prime minister declored: "The arogrom of
the Armed Forces Mavement involves no basic referms end no
substantial changes in the socioeconsmic syztem under which
we are living." {Le Mande, October 1,1974], The priority
tasks Tn Portugal taday ore: "o do o lot of work, and it i
essential that cooperation ameng all the workers be totmal. |
am speaking not only of the workers of the factories and fialds,
but alio thase of the offices, the managers, the fnvestors. . . .
There is na doubt thal we have to deal with the three probless
tunemoloyment, inflation, unutilized lond}, but we will have
to foce others too: econcmic developrment ond foreign Trvest-
ment, * (Mouve | Observateur, October 7.)

These choices by the AFM had already become claar whan i1
posted it antistrike legislotion, which bers oll paliticel strikes;
sccupations, solidarity strikes, ond isolated and sectional wark
stoppoges that black sreduction; it also requires seven doys'
notice before beginning a strike, which cannot begin any sooner
than thirty dovs after presentation of the list of demands. At
the Hime this legizlotion wes passed, a reporter from the Finan-
cial Times, the main organ of British copitallsm, wrote: “But
the presence in the government of officers of the Movement of
the Armed Forces undoubtedly gives the cabinet mare authority
They hove contributed to the successfisl promulootion of legis-
lation. " {Bugust 293

The army's infervantion against striles and the measures token
against the far left expose the esential function of the Armead
Forces Movement better thon o thousend speeches. Meverthe-
less, it remaing true that this movement is not o monalithie
one; variows political trends work in it, ond this enables it o
manifest attitudes on certain cccosions allowing it te coopt o
mes movement whose peliticization is meager,

On COctober 2, toclose the crisis, the Confederation of Por-
tuguese Industry affirmed in o telagrom senf to Gongalves and
then mede publie thet the confederation would back him; espe-
cially since the brigodier prime minister hod manifested “great
responsibility in various speeches given since the fall of Spr-
nala. That support it clear proof that in the present situation
the bourgesisic comsiders the AFM o= the bockbone, even if

a weak one, of ik rule,

The Portuguese Communist party was alio strangthened by this
first confrontation. The CP — aleng with the Trode Union
Federation, which now ¢ lafms some 2 million members — ap-
peared oz capable of mobilizing comiderchle forees and of
being o determining foctar in “blocking reaction. * This will
mast [tkely contribute to consolidating the CP's position among
broad sectors of the werking mosses and to covering vp ik pol-
icy of rotten compramise; Tt will ala probably strengthen the
CP's position relative ta the for left.

One of the CP leaders affirmed: "Whatever may be thaught
by the reactionarles, who are surprised at our strength, we
have no intentian of imposing o Papular Front gavernment. *
(Express, October 7-13.) In foct, the CP's policy of norional
union implies throwing the maximem weight ta the role of the
AFM. In the present situction, the bourgesisie, which still
faces the March 1975 deadline, might well ry same rew ma-
neuveri. In the event of a major crisls, one of the bourgeai-
sie's opticrs could be o presidantial speration this time launched
by the AFM ftself, by this "guarantor of democracy, * s the
CP calls it The CP would then hove some difficulties making
the furn.

In any cose, however, the fnstability will certainly persist,
witheut this imolying that sharp turrs are impossible . The
politicization of the warkers == through strikes and demorstra-
tions like those ot TAP (the Portuguase air lines), Lisnove
[shipyords), and the barricodes of the afternsen and evening
of September 27 = will continue to develap. It is more than
likely that the real confrontations, the mobilizations that will
epen the road to o pelitical intervention on o new level by
broad sectors of the working closs, will develop ina future
phase. In this sense, the intervention of revolutionary Marxists
in the counteroffersive ogainst reaction, in fhe frade uniens
and the workers strupgles, in systematically dencuncing the
CP's strategic project, and in the central palitical question
{the question of the government] will be on fmpartent elemant
in essuring the victory of the warking clos, M

“
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The increase in il prices since the Cetaber Wer of 1973 has
considerably incremsed the currency incomes of the oil-pro-
ducing countries, especially the Arob cil producers end Iran.
This enarmous income — estimated to reach $75 thousend mil-
lion during 1574 -- can ke wiilized in the following ways:

1. 1t con be hoarded, that Is, held by cenfral bonks in the
farm of bocking for national curmencies or fn the form of gold
or currency hoarded by private proprietors.

2. |t can be placed on o short=term basis Tn fereign banks or
Intermational institutiars or utilized to purchase public short-
term bonds in the imperialist countries (fressury bonds].

3. It can be spent unproductively on ;n'pf_'trﬁng materials
that do not enter info the process of reproduction of commodi-
ties: arms, luxury iterms, and so.on,

4. |t can be used to impert productive goods serving to occel-
erate the accumulation of capital and the production of com-
madities within the eil-producing counfries. {Imparts of food
and consumer commedities serving to reproduce the lobor force
alsa fall inte this.category.)

5. It con be put into long-term investments abroad. Here sev-
eral categeries must be distinguished:
*investments in liquid values {stocks and bonds)
“nonliquid investmants
*buying of shares in industrial, financial, commersial, or
transport compenies and the creation of new fims of this
type with participation in the manogement.

OF these Five forms of utilization of "petredallas, " only the
first has o deflationary effect on the economy of the imperial-
fat countries and may therefore be comidered a supplementary,
although extremely marginal, facter in the economic recession
now under way. Te speck, as do certain politicians in imperial-
ist countries, of "sixty thousand million dollars withdrown from
the Western econamy" because of the balonce of payments def-
icits of some imperialist couniries is to forget that the majority
of this $60 thousand million remains in the West or is returned

there in the form of payment for supplementory commedity pur-
chases or in the form of various investments.

In Fact, the opposite thesis has much greater foundation. By
being ploced on o short-term bagis in Americon or Eurup:!an
banks, petrodotiars feed the inflation of credit and theraby
the infletion of paper money rather than contributing to defla-
tion.

It is true thot part of these petrodollars hove served to "sock
up" American and English treasury certificates, which are thus
withdrawn from their usual buyers (the private banks), and this
has contributed to reducing these bonks' possibilities of extend-
ing credit. But the real couse of this restriction of credit lies
not in the buving of short=term public bonds by the ail expart=
ars, butrather in the foct that the Americon and British cen-
tral banks, engoged in o deliberate pelicy of deflation and
restriction of eredit, have not expanded the valume af their
operations on the world monetary market in proportien to the
growth of the purchese of these bonds by the "Arab sheilds. "

At present, it is difficult to estimate the proportien in which
the income of the oil praducers i3 divided among the five means
of utilization mentioned above. In general, howewver, it can
be estimated thet 830 thousand millicn will be used in 1574

to Tncrease Imperts of commodities ond to moke vorious Tnvest-
mants within the ofl-producing countries (categories 3 ond 4],
while $35 thousond millien will be invested abroad (categories
2 and 4), the rest most probobly being hoorded .

The investment progroms alreody planned by the oil-producing
countries for coming years ore extremely extensive. Soudi
Archia has developed a five-year plan whese budget 7s about
560 thowsand million {at the current valuel; Algerio hos a four-
year plan for 1574-77 calling for $22 thousond million of jn-
vestments. Kuwait plans to invest mare than 84 thousand mil-
lion in the 1974=735 fiscal yeor alone. It con thus be predicted
that the cumulative balonce of payments deficits of the impe—
rialist countries arizing from the high oil prices, all cther
things being equal, will diminish considerobly in coming years
because of the increase in the supplies of equipment, patents,
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and technical assistance they will send to the oil-producing
countries. This fs not true of the balance of payments deficit
of the semicolonial countrias that do nat export ofl; their def-
icits threaten to worsen.

A new finance capital emerges

At the Tenth Werld Cangress of the Fourth Imternational, many
delegates were surprised, and probably even o little shocked,
ot our assertion that the enermows and ropid accumulation of
capital in the hands of the owning closses of the oil-producing
countries due ta tha big rise in oil prices was giving rise fo
the emergence of & new, autonomous Arab and Iranian finance
capital.

Since that time, what had appeared as o potential tendency
hes fully flowered. The purchase by the shah of lron of 25 per-
cent of fhe steck of the West German Krupp trust was the gen—
erally pereeived signel of the oppearance of a new, indepen-
dent sector of international finance copital.

Finonce capital it banking copital [money capital) that f1 ia-
vested in the productive sector {industry, fromportation, ete.’
and participates in tha control of these secton, even monop—
alizing that contral. [n this sense, it is distinct from rentier
capiral, which i1 content fo hald stock portfolios ard clip
COUpOn .

The informatian that iz steodily flawing in about the bahovior
of the possessing clmses that ore collecting the income from
the export of petroleum leaves no roam far the slightest doubt
that the domingnt sectiond of thess clawes gre now going be-
yore the stens of rentier parcsitism (of the type of the old
Egyption pashos) and are beginning to behave as typical rep-
resentatives of finance copital.

The case of the Iranion bourgeoisie, which hencefarth will be
represented in the adrinistrative council of the Krupp st

5 in no way on Tsolated example. In the field of real esfate,
the Euwait |nvestment Comnany, founded in 1961, hos bought
the Hland of Eigwah in the United Stabes, where it intends

to create a big teurist center. |t hes taken a predominant shore
of o redevelopment project in the center of the city of Atlanta,
Georgia, also in the United Stotes. [t hos launched o gigantic
public offer (o total of 5260 million) far the 53t Mortin's Prop=
arty Corporation in London. It hos also acquired contral af
two maritime companies, one linking Cyprus and Britain, the
selves, Arab finance copital, ossocioted with big imperialist
manepalies fwith the Apabs aften holding finoncial and polit-
ical cantrol), s engaged in o whale series of big fndustrial
monopolias, j= engeged ina whole series of major Tndustrial
projects. The Saudi Argbion compony Petromin, together with
the Marcena inkernational eensartium (including American,
Jopanese, and West German groupe), 15 building o $500 mil-
lien metalurgical foctory in the Jubail regicn of Arcbia. The
Arab Maritime Petroleum Tronsport Company owns four ol
tankers with o tatal value of $240 million, The emirate of
Aby Dhabi i lounching a 5300 million project to build e
liquified gos fectory on Das Island in ossociotion with an Amer-
fcan ond o Japanase group, Soudi Arobio i: building a 5100
million nitro=groin foctory with the German trost Hoechst; it
is building o 5300 millicn methano!| gos foctory with the Hous-
ton Moetural Gas Company, and a petrochemizal complex in
Jubail with the lopanase Witsubishi trust. Dow Chemical is
associoted with lranion capital in building o 5500 millicn
petrachemical foctory in Iran, A Franea-Lebanese group
araund J. ). Carnoud ond Forges de Bosse=indre are ossociated
with o private Sauds group in monufocturing metal contoiners
{59 percent of the capital is Sauwdil. And lost week the news
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come through that the shah of lran wos insimumenial in bailing
out the bends of Grauman Aviation in the United States, which
is manufacturing the Phontom fighters.

Veritable banks and investment companies {in which Arab or
Iranion finance capital is genrerally dominant} hove been
ereated in msociation with the grectest names in imperialist
finance capital in order t& finence industriol and other pro-
jects. Some examples are: the Union des Bonques Arabes et
Frangaises (Crédit Lyonndis); the Bangue Arabe et Interna=
Hornale d'Investissements (with o comsartium of thirteen Euro-
pean banks); the Compoagnie Arabe ef Internationale d'inves-
Hssements; the Middle Eost international Fund; the Arab Bank
of Jordan; the El Ahfi Bank of Kuwait; the Bargue d'investis-
sements et de Financement | NF| (the Audi Lebarese bank,
plus private Arab stockholders, olus the Homoros Bank of Lon-
don, plus Mamure Securities of Tokyo, plus the Bongues Popu-
laires of Fronce): the Compagnie Financigre Asobe (34 percent
Arab shares and 44 percent divided among the Bank of Tekye,
Manufocturer's Hanover Trust, and the Bangue de |'Union
Européennel; the Kuwsit Investment Campary; and the Kuweil
Foreign Trading Centrocting and Investment Company.

The lost=mentioned outfit is feverishly working af creating
financial and indusirial enterprises in the Middle Eost and
Africa. It hos crected investrment societies in Egypf, the Su-
dan, and Senegal. It has parlicipared in launching enterprises
in Egypt (cement], Uganda {a tannery), the Sudan (o frarepart
company), Senegal and Migeria (o real estote firm].

The balonece sheet fs clear: We are dealing here with the ac-
tivity of enterprising finance copital and nol with o parssitic
rentier copital. The best table of the connaciions of Arab and
Irgrian finance copital was published in the September 26,
1974, issue of the French employers mogazine Entreprise.

Just stooges for the oil trusts?

Twa objectiors have genemlly been advanzed to our thesis
that o new outonomaus Arab ond lranion finonce capital ha:

emerged.,

Accoarding to the first group of crities, the Arob and Iranicn
governments and businessmen are nathing but stooges for the
oil companies, particularly of the Rockefeller group (Exxon,
formerly Essa). A number of factors have been variously cited
in suppart of this ebjection: the enormaus superprofils paked
in by these trusts since the Cctobar War; the fact thot o not
negligible part of the petrodeliars are deposited in the Rocke-
feller-contralled Chase Manhattan Bank; the sensatisnal re—
entry of the Reckefeller group Tnto the Egyption market; the
policy of Kissinger (a former edviser, very well paid, of Rocke-
faller} obligating lsrael to grodually withdrow from some of
the occupied Arch territories. Far the most porancid represso—
tatives af this version of things, even the Watergate offair ond
the accesion of Melion Rockefeller to the pest of vice-presi-

.dent af the United Starer were part of a vast cornspirocy of the

afl trushs.

It 15 incontestabibe that these trusts hove made fat profits Som
the oil price increoses decided on by the govers—eni of e
cartelof oil exporters. [t should be stresed thot this neledes
pot only American trusts; but Europesn ones cs weil, Eoesl
Dutch Shell ond British Petroleum, for exomple. Thess & ae
reason to deny that there is o cerfain conflusnce of Steret
between the Arab and lranian finance copital (o gewee—
ments) on the ane hand and the imperialist ofl et & e
other



But it is cne thing to affirm that there 78 a certain confluence
of interest between two separote ond outonomeus groups of cop-
italist proprietors and quite anather thing to offirm that there

is on idenlity of interésts between them or that one group is
chearly subordinate fo the other. |t is sufficient to examine

the dewvelopment of the "eil erfsis” during past months to see
that the thesiz of an identity of interest betwean the Arcb and
[ranian awning closses and the Trperialist oil trusts is unten-
abla.

During the lest meeting of the OPEC (Qrganization of Patro-
lewm Experting Countries), it was decided not to chonge the
zoles price of cil, but only to Tncrease the chorges ond texes
povoble by the trusts. The exparting countries worned the
Western concumers that ony new increme in the comumer price
would be the result not of an arbitrary decizion of the Arch
and Iranian aovemments but of the refusal of the st to pay
for tha toxes by reducing their superprofifs.

Meore Tmmartant than that decision, which nevertheless hod o
symbolic volue, is the foct thot the governments of the Arcb
countries are now transferring ownershin of the oil walls == fo
their own bencfit and at the expense of the imperialist trusts.
Exactly haw the nationalization of Aromeo correspends o the
Hinterasts" of the Rackefeller group is o mystery thet our critics
haove yet to shed light en.

A voriant of this shiection consists in stressing the exclusively
or principally political nature of the increasa in the price

of ail. According to this wiew, the aim of the Arab govern-
menks 15 nat to occumslate comital, but to oblige the imperial-
ist governments to abandon their cne-sided suoport to krol

in the Arob-lsroeli conflict,

That the Aroh gevernments are seeking ko use their new eco-
namic and financial power 1o modify the political ahd militery
relationship of forces Tn the Middle Eaost in no way contradicts
the thesis of the comtitution of & new Arch and Iranion finonee
capital. 1t would remain to be explained how tha bourgeois
governments of lran, Migeria, ond Venezuela —- all of which
are taking part in the policy of refing ail prices — happened
to have acquired on Tdentical primordial politicel interest, an
explanation thet is that moch mere difficul? to eome up with
when oceaunt T8 taken of the manifest ontogonism between fhe
regime of the shah of lron and that of the Ireal Boathists, an
artagenism that far and away transcends the large ly nonexis-
tent sympathy of the shoh for the Palestinian cowse, not to
mention his sympathy For Arab potionalism, which iz nil.

It s obviows that what unites oll these ewning classes is not o
common palTtizal inferest or project, but the posibility ot o
given mement in the histary of international eapitalism in de-
cline of prafiting fram o major redistribution of the surplus
value extracted on a world scale frem the prolefariot and semi-
groletariat. This redistribution i s toke place of the expense
of the imperiolist bourgesisie and to the profit of e bourgeni-
sie of certain semicolanial ceuniries.

Following the second world war, imperialism generally saved -
ik damination of the countries of Asia, Africa, ond Lotin
America (with the exception of China, Morth Korea, Marth
Vietnam, end Cuba) by tranzferring pelitical power to the
local ruling chesses, ransforming its direct rule into indirect
rule, ond elevating the colonial bourgeoisis to the ronk of
Junior partner in its exploitative enferprise. But it succesded
in earrying out this tronsfermation without ony major transfer
of surplus value, of profits. MNew the cclonial bourgecisie 13
cashing in on twenby=five years of colonial revalution, pre-
senting its bill == and o spicy Bill it is! It Is demanding a mo-
jor part of the surplus value extrosted from the producers of
the semieclonial countries. In the ofl-exporting countries, it

2o done this, at least temperarify, by taking odvantage of
an emminently favorable conjuncture.

To get on jdeo of the enormous haul that is Tnvolved here,
ama must toke account of the fact that the average cast of
extrocting one barrel of oil in the Middle East does not ex-
ceed 10-12 U5, eents. Two yeors ogo, the oil compaonies
were gsking $2-3 for thot barrel! Today, they are selling it
For §11.45 {to which, obviously, must be added the profits
they make in tronsportation, refining, wholesale reselling,
etc. ). But of that §11.45, the omount of surplug value going
to the swning closses of the exporfing countries wos §9.23
before Octoher 1,1774, and hos been 57.74 since that date.
Before Octoher 10, 1974, $2.42 remained in Fhe hands of the
oil companies (51,99 since that date). That still represents

more Hhan ten fimes the cost of extroction!

Once upoen g Hme, the surplus value wes divided 9056 for the
il trusks and 10% for the local ewning closses. Later, the
propertion movad to 7506-25%, then to &755-33%%, then o
509%-30%. It hes now been turmed around to 2095-80%, Tf
ore comsiders only the price of the oil exported by the pro-
ducing countries. Taking account af all the profits mede by
the trusts in transport, refining, diskibution, and so forth,
tha division is sl not very for from 4005-&0%;,

The revenge of the Third
World ?

The second chiection to our thesis of the emergence of un au-
tanomous Arck ard Irenicn finance capitol comes from o dia-
matrically opposite direction from the first. It offirms that it

is not a guestion of & re-division of profits among possessing
classes, but rather of o gereral revenge by the "Third World, ©
a counterattack of the "poor countries" ageinst the "rich coun—
tries." There are countries, this thesis runs, who have based
the whole of their "prosperity”™ on "cheap energy.” This era
has now been turmed oround. The peoples of the “Third Warld "
are now going to Tmprove their livieg stondards ot the expense
of the rich peoples. Furthermare, fs it not true that mast of
Hhe petrﬂdo%grs ore held by state or public institutions? Hew
con one talk of "finance capital” when one s dealing with
public property? Won't the inceme in dollars benefit all the
inhabitants of the exporting countries?

Let us state right off the bat that the elaim that the Arak and
|ranian barks and investment eompanies are all er nearly oll
public institutions is vostly exaggerated. The Kuwaif Foreign
Trading Controcting and [avestment Company hos 25%: of Tts
stock in private honds. In the Kuwait Investment Company,
the private shares ascount for o mueh as 5096, In mest of the
joint banking ventures referred fo abeve, the private stack-
holders are not all fareigners; some are Arabs. Their share of
the stock opproaches or surpesses 50%.

Measxt, let us recall that in the semicolonial countries the sep=-
aration between "public” ond “private’ is often largely ficti-
Fous, justos it was during the ena of primitive accumulation
of copital in Europe during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and
eighteanth centuries. The sheikhs, emirs, and kings treot the
public budget as their own private domain. Comuption, theft,
and extortlon ore the closie sources of private oceumulation
of capital by the kigh dignitaries ond funchionaries of all these
countries.

And that, we might say in passing, is the qualitative difference,
which reveals o difference in clas structure, between these
countries ond the bureoucratizen workers stobes, despite the
apparent similarity in the matter of the natioralization of the
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large—scale means of production. The Soviet and Chinese bu-
reaucrats endow themsalves with considerable materiel advan-
teres in consumer goods. But they are unable to aceumulare
private capital in the manner of a Trujille, o Houphouet-Bolgny,
an emir of Kuwait, a president of the Philippines, or even o
simple, comupt Hong Kong police chief, who hos just been
accuzed of having occumuloted the equivalent of T millicn
American dallars in the spoce of a few years in the form of
bribes paid by gongsters.

The essertion that the “Arab masses" o a whole will benefit
from the oil price increase is frue only in the exceptional and
marginal coses of very sparsely populated countries like Kuwair.
The per copita income Tn lrog, which is a lorge ofl expocter,
presently stands ot chout 3370 per year. |n Egypt it is 3220,
In spite of all the projects of “Arab selidarity, " in spite of the
Kuwait Fund for Ardh Economic Development, in spite of the
Arab Bonk for Economic ond Social Devalopment, the Arob
lrvestment Company, ond the Soudi Arabic Development Fund
-- whizh taken together command several thowsand million
dellars — these figures will not Tncrease substantially in com-

ing yoors.

The netion of "Arab salidarity” is scarcely appropriate os far
as distribution of Tnvestment of surplus value is concerned. In
this regard, let us cite the British daily The Guardion of Octo-
bar 7, 1974: "The fact is that immense question morks hang
over the security end prafitability of laorge—scale investment

in the Third Warld. And in this respect, the Guif cil rulers

or the shah of lran operates on o foultless a copitalist basis

a3 any cerporation or bank in London or Mew York . ™

If that's where “firoh solidorify™ stonds, even more of the tame
goes for "solidarity of the peoples of the Third World. " OFf an
eipected net cil income for 1974 of 575 thousand million, the
oil=exporting countries will accord only obout 33 thousand mil-
lion to the semicolaniel non-oll~exporting countries in the farm
of aid. Thet is but a frection of the odditional expenses that
will be imposed on these countries by the rise in ofl prices.

To be sure, the Investment of a part of the growing income of
patrodollars in some Arab countries and fran will occelerate
the sconomic development of these countries. They will thus
end up having an infrastrecture, including an infrostructure
for heavy industry, which will favor their industrializetion.
Thet, after all, T whot copital, finonce capital included,
accomplished in other counfries, Tn other-epochs, and under
ather circumstances. But here it is o matter of o copitalist de-
velopment, which in no way will guarantee o rapid, not to
mention gutomatic, rise in the living stondards of the mases
[except, we repeat, in half-empty countries like Kuwcit and
Libyel .

Capital investments will be mode on a priority basis Tn sectors
with a very high arganic composition of capital, secters that
emplay a small labar farce (petrochemicals, organic chemicals
steel), The rovages wreoked on the pessantry and artisons by
inflotion ond the extension of the meney economy threaten fo
eliminate many more jobs than the new, ultromedem Tndustry
will create. Endemic unemployment and underemplayment will
continue to rack lran, Egypt, Algeria, Irag, and 3yria, not
to mention the even less developed Arab countries. Under the
pressure of this unemployment and the general consequences
of a social structure dominoted by the aceumulation of capital
(including, more and more, of private copital), the gop ba-
tween rich ond poor, copitel and lober, will widen rather
than disappeor. The Brazilion model of growth is there to con-
Fiem this. Thus, it is not o question of a "victory of the poor
countries aver the rich countries, " but very clearly a redistri-
bution of world surplus volue among different groups of awning
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closes, even if some of the inhabitants of the countries in-
volved may obtain o few crumbs left over from this rich ban-

guet.

Law of uneven and combined
development

For this same reason, it would be pramature (ko say the least)
to conclude from the emergence of o new autonomous Arab
end Iranian finance copital that the sacial character of the
Arob countries and fron hos changed, that they have been
tromsformed from semicalonial countries into new imperialist
powers. Financial ownership of the principal induskrial com-
panies of a country is anly ona of the criteria determining its
character & a semicolonial or imperialist country. The social
structure, the degree of underdevelopment, the weight of pre-
capitalist survivals Tn Tts relations of production, its place in
the world market, the mature of its politicol regime, and the
nature and composition of Tt ruling closs are some of the fac-
tors that must be combined with the first in determining the
choracter of the country.

The sections of the Arab ard Iranion ewning cleses that em-
boey and direct the new autonomous finance capital of these
countries ore compased nefther of managers nar of engineers,
but of proprietars who maintain their grip on the lond, the
state, and the ultra=-parositic forms of rule, This not only
means thet technological know-how must be imported from
the imperialist countries, which demorstrates the dependence
of these countries ond imposes the form of joint ventures on
the imporfant Tndustrial enterprises. |t also mears that the
new finence eapital (ke Rustian fincnce copitel befare 1517)
has no interest in a real agrarian revelution, which would de-
prive Tt of an impertant fraetan of ik haldings. But without
such amagrarion revelufion, ne decisive break with underde-
velogment is possible,

The appedrance of on outanomeus Arch and Ironian finonce
capital — like the emergence of an autonomous Brazilion fi-
napce capitel -- marks the beginning of a process of change,
and not ity end, Should the Tmperialist powers unleash a mili-
tary aggression ogainst the Arob countries-to recover control
of oil resources, it would clearly net be on interimperialist
conflict in which the world prolerariat should not toke sides,
Cn the contrary, it would be on imperialist attempt fo main-
toin ond reinforce the depandent semicelonial status of the
#rab countries fhreatened with collepse. Ir would be o war

of plunder by the imperialists and their ogents to get thejr
hands on the il of others, On the part of the Arab countriss,
it would be & legitimate wor egainst foreign plundersrs for de-
fense of the right and pessibility of Freedem ond indepandence
Uinder these conditions, the sympathy and support of the world
proletariat would ba on the side of the Arab countries,

But approaching the problem from o clos point of view, in na
woy con the conflicts between Tmperialist contral and the at-
tempts of the Arab countries to establish independence, even
if under the leadership of their owning clesses, be given pri-
ority over the conflicts between the Aroh meses and their own
ruling closses. To keep guiet about these conflicts or o &y fo
push them to the background under the pretext of "Arch anfi-
imperialist sclidarity, " not to mentien "Third World solidarity
agoinst the rich countries" would be to poss fo the othes side
of the barricades, that 7s, to support the exploifers ogoimst the
exploited.

Pracisely to the extent that petrodolilar stimulote the e
tion of an autenamsys Arab and Iranian finonce casitel, Say



will stimulate the development of copitalism, of capitalist in-
dustry, of copitalist exploitation, of the capitalist decomposi-
tion of the ancestral village. The development of capitalism
is inevitably producing the development of class struggle be-
tween |ronian and Arab capital on the one hond and the |ran-
ian and Aroh woerkers on the other, just os it did in Russia at
the end of the nineteenth century. The mére this clos struggle
develops, the maore the cutonomy of Arob finonciol capital
will run up ageinst a political, social, ond milifry limit: 76
depandance on Imperialist support in holding back the threar-
ening secial revolution.

In the Western press, much emphasis hes been placed on the
terrible political risks of an fmperialist military Intervention

in the Middle Eest aimed af reestoblishing imperialist control
of the oil wells: o new rise of Arab nationalism, the smergence
af new palitical leaderships even mere strengly anbi-imperial-
ist than the Masserists and Boothisfs of the pest, o considerable
increase in the Tnfluence of the Soviet bureaucracy in the Mid-
dle East, etc.

This is all incontestable. But the other side of the coin is often
forgotten: the risks courted by the Arak owning clases Tn the
avent of a new rise of a mass movement that s not only anti-
imperialist and antifeudalist, but more and mare clearly anti-
copitalist.

IF Sadat hos eliminated the Sovief presence in Egypt and if the
Arab bourgesisie today Is trying to eliminate this presenca
throughout the Middle East, it s not simply o matter of o dip=
lamatic moneuver offered In exchange for a softening of the
pro—lsreeli policy of American Tmperializm. |t i3 also because
the Arab ruling closs, progressively tramsferming ihelf info o
bourgecis clos, fears all ankicapitalist forces. That is why o
civil war roged for yeors in Yemen, why it is still mging in
Dhufar, amd why it could break out in the future in Jordan
end even in Soudi Arabio or fron. The Arob and lronian ruling
classes know very well that they have no other effective source
of aid against their own exploited masses than that which they
can get from the imperialist powers.

Under these conditions, the blockmail that is being used by
both sidas in fhe sordid bargaining over the redistribution of
surplus value is o blackmail thot is limited by o clear con-
selogness of commen interest, which the international bour-
geoisie con put in danger only by threatening it own very
existence, Thers ore times in the history of imperialism, and

of the bourgecisie in general, when it is driven to risk every-
thing in en attempt to win everything. But it hos not been
demonstreted that thing have almady come to that paint, not
in Washingten, nor in Riodh, and certainly not In Teheran.

The totality of the transformations that ore expressed in the
amergence of an outonomous Arob and lranion finence capital
built essenticlly through the occumulation of petrodolicrs can
bast be summed up o o new illustration of the low of uneven
and combined development. After the second warld war, the
delay of the socialist revalution permitted o temperary new
expansion of the productive forces. This ocourred under impe=
rialist domination, but under corditions of the occentuated
decline of the international capitalist system as a whole, with
aggravated conflicts and more and more explosive confrodic-
tions, nat only between Copital and Lebor, but also betwvesn
the imperialist metropelises and the colonies. The systematic
policy of the Seviet and Chinese bureoucrocies In seeking ol-
liances with the colenial bourgeoisie ond the weakness of the
altemnative revolutionary leaderships of the workers ond poor
peasants of the colonial and semicelenial esuniries allowed
the colonial bourgecisie to come farword twenty years later
and eash Tn on the formal political independence that Tmpe-
rialism had eorlier been forced 16 gront so o1 to avoid the
worsf.

Suddenly commanding considerable copital resources in several
countries, the colonial bourgeoisie is ecoumulating and invest=
ing thiz capital occording to the mode| it learned from the im—
perialist countries. But it is doing so within o socioeconomic
context that has not been fundomentally medified, o contexr
that combines the middle ages (or aarlier!] with contemporary
technology, in which slaves who are not yet emencipated live
side by side with modern fimanciers, in which the colonial
bourgeoisie counts on making the maximum impesitions on the
imperialist frusts while nevertheless maintaining their depen-
dence on imperialism.

The Arob owning classes hove not yet broken with the Middle
Ages of a time when they are nevertheless leoving the paloces
af Balrut and the casinos of the Céte d'Azur in faver of indus—
tricl workshops and shipyards. Even with expenditures of thou-
sands of millions of dollars, they are not able to shed this deu-
ble skin, just as they are not able to eliminate underdevelop-
ment frem their seciety. Thot requires o social revolution.

And neither the shah of Iran, ner the king of Saudi Arcbia,
nor the emir of Bohrein, nor the Egyption bourgesisie con
preside over that social revolution. Instead, they will be
averthrown by it. ll
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by PIERRE ROUSSET

The rainy seoson, which fends to reduce the level of military
activity, will soon come to an end in Indoching. Three manths
from now, Vietnom will mark the second anniversary of the
signing of the Pariz Accords, The next dry segson == winfer-
spring, 1974=75 - will probohly witness significont devalop=
ments in the relatiorship of forces in the three countries of
Indechina, It is thus Tmpertent teday to toke o closer look al
the situation.

Cambedia, the "wedk link" of the puppet regimes in the re-
gion; could hove been able to move fo the fore Tn the current
seene. But this hes not happened during the past several months
Cnee ogain it i South Vietnam that most directly reflects the
pragress of the Indochinese revalution. The summer months in
South Viatnam hove seen the establishment of a rew military
sibuotion (despite the momsaont), the permaonent oggrovation

of the social and econamic crisis of the zones under Salgon's
contral, and the rapid extension of action by urban eppesi-
Hors to Thisu, This is the first feature that must be examined.

A new military situation

As the debate in the Americon Congress en the question of eco-
namic and military aid to Saigon hes appreached, both Thieu
and many .5 officiols have brondished the specter of a com-
ing "general affensive" by the Metanal Liberation Front. The
deceptive charocter of the mameuver i obvisus. The Provisional

Revolutionary Gavernment (PRG) 1s following o grodual policy

that C'ﬁl'l-fl-!'r'..lf.‘is to tall within ﬁ;;:"rﬁ:'l:rnworf-c of the sTtuation born
of the sianing of the Foris Accords. But it would be fole bo
conclude fram this thot the PFRG is confent simply to more or
Tess reestchlish the status qua ante, or fhat fhe opporent ten-
sian of post menths is essentially a result of an attempl ko arii-
ficiolly create on atmasphere fovorable to obtaining increcsed
aid. To be sure, o good part of the PRG'S recen| militory ac-
tivity hos been aimed of recovering territory that it hod con-
tralled at the time of the ceose-fire and thot hod since been
eaten away by Saigon or at the destruction of Saigon pests Tl
legally established in these zones after Joruary 1973,

In foct, the puppet army enlarged it maneuvering reom during
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tha first months ofter the signing of the Paris Accords. Tha mil-
itery power of the revalutionary war waged by the MLF lay in
Tts ability to "pin down" the enemy on the whole fiald of bat-
tle. thus denying it any mobility, With the cease-Ffire, Saigoen
was partially relleved of this pressure. Thiew could then con-
centrate froops and makericl at o few select points in order ta
aHaock the liberated zones (not, however, without suffering
heovy fosses]. That was one of the difficulties the PRG agreed
to foce as part of the price o pay for the ending of the direct
imperialist intervention ond the initiation of the palitical pro-
cess that wad infended to lecd to the recomposition of the ur-
ban oppesition and the disorgenization of the puppet apparatus.

It wos in October 1973 that the Peonles Armed Forces of MNa-
tionaol Liberation (PAFRL) and the PRG decided to reoct. In
a saries of communigués they osserted their will no longer o
be content with resistance, buf rother to try mo recover lost
ground and to carry the counteroffensive behind enemy lines
wheérver necessary. During the first few manths, this effort
wos concentrated along the Combadian border end in the can-
tral highlands. This was a matter of comsolidating the “rear”
and of assuring the development of the Infrastructure of the
liberoted zones. The essential and principal puppet boses im=
planted in these regions, from which the continual nibbling
eperations hod been lounched, were liquidated ot that time.
Since then, however, ot the end of the dry seasen and during
this summer, new factars have appecred:

"The essenticl part of the PRG's effort wos directed at the very
populous regions in the Mekong Delfo and the coostal provinees
of the cenlers first north of Soigon oround Ben Cat and Lai Khe,
where battles of exceptional scope have been gaing on since
Moy and where Thisu tried Tn vain for manths to re—tcke hwa

of the three posts taken aver by the PRG, (Mere generally,
more than 800 of the 3, 500 posts in the Mekong Delta -- ac-
cording to Soigon statistics —— bave been "valuntarily™ chan-
doned this yeor in face of the threot weighing on them.) Mext,
in the provinces of Thua Tien (Hue), Cluang MNam (Do Mang),
CGluong Mgai, and Binh Dinh, where the PAFML registered
their most importent successes of the past summer. It was pre-
cizely there thet Soigon hod probably done its deepest nibbling
into the liberated zones, herding o part of the population into
camps., |t oppears that more than 100, 000 people retumed o




zones eontrolled by the PRG during the months of August and
Sephember.

*The ceunteraffersive (or "strategic ottacks") took on greater
breadth. Since Ocraber 1973, the PAFNL hove operoted be-
hind the Saigon lines (rocket attocks on the Bien Hoao cirpert,
destruction of ail depots as ot Mha Ba, etc.] ond have destroyved
the bases thet were implanted into their zones before Jaonuary
1973 (in the central highlands).

But In August the Morth Vietnamese press stressed that it iz
no longer o matter of simply re-toking rerritory seized by the
puppets during nibbling operctions, " but rether “of camrying
the response to the heart of the eremy baoses.” An exomple
that was mentioned was the liberstion of the capital of the
Mink Lang district south of Da MNang, which hos since been
followed by the liberation of & second district capifal, Thoung
Duz. (See the August 30 Le Monde, which guoted Mhon Dan,
the CP newspaper, and Guan Dal MNanh Dan, the ormy's po-
per.)

*The war matérial and the infrastructure of the FRG bove
clearly improved. The battle of Ben Cat was significant in
this respect. It was the first time thar sueh fighting hod taken
plaee o close ta Sajgon {about thirty miles oway). Thieu
threw considerable material inte his ecunteroffensive. He
brought the fist paratroop brigade back from Quang Tri; the
rote ot which heavy artillery, air power, ond tonks were uti-
lized by the puppet army went beyond that of any battle waged
since the sioning of the occords. Buf the puppet army was con-
fronted by the Seventh Morth Vietnamese division (ot Loi Khe
it wos the Minth division), which wos eguipped with high
quality material. To be sure, the best Soviet weapons are not
always at hand In Vietnom, the sort of ultramodern equipment
like the SAM-S and SAM-F missiles used by the Egyptians.
But in the Mekong Delta today, there are weopons that for

a leng time hod been used only in the Morth (porticularly
during the defense of Hanai and Haipheng). The puppet air
force ron up egainst an effective anti-gircraft deferse: sur-
face to air missiles like the SAM-7, which con be used by
individuo! soldiers, the Adb system (rodor-controlled anti-
aircraft artillery), cnd cannon up te 85-100 mm. caliber.
Saigon's heavy tanks hod to foce the Soviet PT74 (light am-

shibious tanks), the T54 (medium weight tank), and the T34
{heavwy tank). The PAFNL also hod the vse of heavy mertar
(120 mm.}, 107 and 122 mm. rockets, 85 and 105 mm. can-
non {captured fram the puppets), and 122 and 130 mm. artil-
lery (For the first time in the Soigon region).

It is difficult to rell in what quantities modern weapone have
boen sent o the South. But their presence in the delta is new.
It is all the more impartant a novelty in that the PRG hos con-
siderably developed 7is logistical system. Accerding to Peter
Collins, writing in the August 30 Far Eostern Economic Review,
1,000 miles of communication roads have besn constructed,
reutes that come down from the Morth extending as for as the
southern part of the central highlands. A pos pipeline has been
laid to the Pleiku region. The mears of tronspert commanded
by the revalutionary forces todoy are infinibely superior to
thase of 1945 and even, It oppears, fo those of 1572,

While the battles in Seuth Vietnam have often remained local-
zed, they have taken on considerchle breadth, According o
still partial figures anncunced by the PRG, 115,000 Saigen
soldiers were knocked cut of action during the First six months
of 1974, Mot all the zones that were liberated territory in
January 1973 and were subsequently aftocked by Soigon have
been recovered (such e the port of 5a Huynh in Quang Moai,
which remaine under the control of the puppet army), but large-
scole battles have resulted Tn the liberation of ot lecst bwe
district copitals. The PRG hos demonstrated thot it is capable
of responding on the militory level to the Americon-puppet
palicy. This foct is brought even mare sharply into relief in
the cities under Saigon's control. There, the puppet regime
hos experienced an sggravation of its crisis.

The urban opposition

The orticle published in INPRECOR MNo.0 (May 9, enalyzed
the features of the economic ond social crisis of the Thieu
regime and the recompesition of the urbon opposition. Saigen
hos not suceeeded in moving beyond the orfificial “war econ-
omy” generoted by the American presence fo an industrializa-
tion of a neocolenial type. But that is Thieu's only chance of

17



INDOCHINA

consolidating the features of o regime that i condemned o
transform itself profourndly or disappear.

Since then, the grovity of the crisis hes only been confirmed.
It is of course difficult to get o precise idea of the real amoun:
of aid that the puppet regime has received from the American
government, although it has certoinly been comsiderable. |-
legal aid, which comes through various channels, in any case
goes far beyond the aid officially voted by the American Con-
gress. The Pentogon, for example, is free to set its own price
for "surplus" war matériel that it reselks to other governments.
Thus, the official cest of aid to Saigon con be reduced [some—
times to less than 10 percent of it real cost) simply by ship-
ping modemn equipment to one of the Amarican bases abrood
ond then "reselling” it to Soigon at "surplus” prices. The FRG
estimates the real value of the militory aid raceived from the
United States by Saigon at more than 54 thausand millicn!
fevertheless, it i3 now certoin that the expected Tnvestors
have not materialized (and it is probable that the secret maet-
ing the World Bank i supposed to hold in Pariz on October

17 will not change this state of offairs. 1t is equally cer-

fain that financial aid properly so-called {coming from the
United States, Jopan, France, and West Germany) is not keep-
ing up with grawing needs and in fact I declining in real val-
ve {because of world inflation) and that Washingtan is meeting
greater and greater difficulties in "carrying” it decisions in
a Congress thot hos just reduced the amount of aid for the next
fiscal year from 1.4 thouwsand millian te S700 million.

Consequently, the inflction rate from Jonuary 1973 to July
1574 wem 83 percent, sccording to the government's figure.
Unemployment i now growing at an accelerared rate; the
Saigon econamy i in the midst of o depression. Even accord-
ing to the US Agency for Intermetional Development, thera

are 800,000 to 1 million unemployed out of an octive popule-
tion of ¥ million. Hunger bas struck not only in Saigon, but
alse in Hoe, Da MNong, Gluang Mgai, Gui Mhen, and Mha
Reng. More and more experts in the United Stotes are express-
ing their pessimism. An exomple is Somuel Adams, o CIA agent
[one of the mast "competent, " It oppears), who told en Amer-
icon Senate committee in July 1973 that the PRG wos expe-
riencing a "resurgence” and that "under the surface, the

South Viememese gevernment is in the course of disintegra-
tion. " (See Gobriel Kolka's article in the September 1974

Le Monde Diplomatique.) This is what explains the fect that
today, even o section of the Soigonese right wing is eppesing
Thigu,

We are now seeing on extension of the open movements of op-
pesition in all the cities under pupper contrel as well @& o
multiplication of committees of oppositionists. The new rise

of these movemeants was launched in a cerfain serse by an
April 21 meeting of 400 religious personalities. Previcusly,
the opposition religious movements, espacially the Buddhists
of the An Quang pagodo (see | NPRECOR Me.0, May 71, had
been Tn erisis. Since then, the werkers movement, which is
not well known in the internaticnal press, has been continuing
its struggle, which is based especially on a "committee against
wnemployment, " a group including dozens of frode-union or-
ganizations, and the "committees of struggle for the right to
live, " which were initicted by the union of the Lombretta and
Tilburys drivers. Some success has been won in struggles for
economic demands. The workers of the Soigon gloss works won
30 percent wage increases; those of the Esso corporaficn in
saigon, MNho Be, ond Tan Son Mhut won woge increases and
the rehiring of their fired comrodes like Nguyen Thuo Nghieg,
the president of the oil workers union. On Moy 1 some 3,000
workers delegates put forward on eleven—point program of de-
mands, while 500 workers of the Lambretta drivers union and
those of small commercial establishments marched through the
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streats for several hours. Finally, forty unions ore coordinating
their actions ogoinst inflation, unemployment, dnd layoffs and
agalinst the company unions of Tran Gluec Buw (see INPRECCR
P 0] -

But it is the politico-religious opposition thaf is presently
going throwgh the broadest extersion. A whole series of op-
position organizations hove been founded recently: the Popu-
lor Front of Struggle for Peace (with Madam Mge Ba Than),
the Committee to Dafend the Rights of the Workers, the Popu-
lar Movement of Struggle Against Corruption and for MNational
Salvation and the Establishment of Peace {under Catholic lead-
ership), the Committee of Streggle for Freedom of fhe Press
and Publishing, the Popelar Front Against Femine (members
of the so-called Third Force, Catholics, Buddhists, Coodai,
Hoa Hoo, whose president is the monk Thich Thien}, the Pop-
wlar Organization for the Application of the Paris Accords
(intellectuals, professors, journalists, religlous figures), ard
the Forces of Mational Reconciliotion (Buddhists, led by Wu
Yan Man)., During this fime, the political refugses of the
Third Force [notably the lawyer Mauyen Long) held o press
conference ond the Free Forces of Vietnam, previcusly based
in Frence, recracnized Trelf in Saigon.

These new oppositions have been very ochive . Demorstrations
called an Catholic initiotive fook place in Hue on Septrember
B, 15, and 17; they attrocted 5,000 people. There were ather
demonstrations in Mha Trang, Da MNang, ond Saigen. (The
latest one in the capitel, colled by the "beggar journalisks, "
attracted several thousond persens.) The press hes entered the
struggle agairst cormuption. Three newspopers took the spac-
tazular initiative of publishing o decument directly ottocking
Thieu, the "Act of Accusation Mo, 1." (The three popers were
Dai Dan Toc, Dien Tin, ond Song Thanh; three cther popers
backed out ot the lost minute.)

When the police come to seize the papens, the issues were
massive ly distributed in Saigon or symbolically burned in pra-
test. The “Act of Accusation™ wes then reod out in mony
churches ond meetings. |t accuses Thiew of being invalved in
real estate scondals, and speculation, trafficking in fertilizer,
blocking comstruction of the *Hospital for the People, " drug
smuggling, and the deliberafe erganization of the rice shart-
age . Concurrently, the number of pemonalities, deputies,
senators, and religious leoden demanding Thieu's immediote
resignotion is growing ropidly.

Today, even more than in the past, these oppositions are polir-
ically and soelally heterogeneous. The Reverend Hoang Quynk,
who is stipmatizing Thieu, is o refugee from the Maorth, o
trenchantly anticommunist Cathalic who reproaches the pres-
ent gavernment for being incopable of effectively fighting
ogainst "the other side"] "There is no question of peaceful
coexistence with the Communists, " Father Tinh meld J.-C.
Pomonti (Le Monde, Octobar 11). Mevartheless, in June he
offered his church to religlous leaders who had signed the
nanifesto cgainskcorruption. The rodical priests (like Father
Chan Tin) are probably a small mingrity. The Cathelic hier-
archy that is now in motion is tightly linked fo the Vatican,
The Buddhist movement An Guong (United Buddhist Associo-
fion) remains deeply divided. But the crisis of confidence that
15 sheking Salgon bourgecis circles reflech the degree of the
erosion of suppert that s undermining the puppet regime and
and is fercing Thiou o ease the repression somewhat, thus
opening a breach through which the revolutionary and popular
opposition can flow. The 5, 000 demonstrators in Hue wers
certainly rot all good Catholics loyal to the recctionary hi-
erarchy!




The PRG

Ihe September 17 Tssue of the Parls daily Le Monde reported
that Honei and the FRG were convinced that Washington hod
decided to dump Thieu and replace him. The reality -- and
the analyses of the FRG — is probably more complex. It s
tertain that the problem of replacing Thieu hos been discussed
in Woshington; DEMEH the Cathelic right would not be
stirring the way it is now. But South Vietnom.is not Thailand!
Bacouse of the very existence of the PRG, Washington could
not hope for such an easy switch in regimes in Saigon. "They™
are certainly leoking ground for @ new homse to bock should

it become clear that Thicu con ne longer hold on. But the
changeover in regimes threotens fo be so delicate that iF is
very probable that Washington will continue to suppert Thieu
for some tHime.

For a long time the PRG hos mode the departure of Thieu a
precendition for unblocking the situaticn. Mguyen Van Hieu,
Paris negotiater for the PRG in 1973, told the Far Eastern
Economic Review {July 8 issue): "Thieu and the Americans
want & military confrontation because Thieu con stay in power
only by using force and by represiing all eppesition. The eeon-
clusion is thus obvicus. The enforcement of the Poris Agree—
ments implies the fall of Thieu. The main chstacle fo peace,
however, is in Washington. ® Conseguently, the Victnomese
revalutionaries cannot but follow the evelution of the current
situation with great interest. Maoreowver, the FRG has recently
called on the opposition to “overthrow Thieu and his men."
The PRG armd Honoi have issued unequivocal wamings. On
Soturdoy, September 14, Colonel Giang, FRG spokesman in
Soigon, dencunced ClA-financed "palitical saboteurs” for
“diverting the movement of mass anger ogaimt Thieu ina
direction fovoroble to the Linited States. " He recolled the
precedent of the overthrow of Diem in 1983, The Morth Viet-
namese daily Mhan Dan made the same chorge on the some
day. (See Le Monde, September 17.) For Honoi and the PRG,
the opposition leaders are not port of the "Third Force, " which
must be a people's force; rather, they reflect the crisis of the
“First Foree" {Saigon).

This situation once ogoin sheds light on the noture of the pol-

icy of "national concord" advanced by the Vietmormese fighters.

This formulatian s dangerous and should be condemned, for

it tends fo cover up the irreconcilable elas opposition that
bors any “reconciliotion” between maticnal capital, tied or-
ganically to imperialism, ond the Vietnamese proletariot. In
the final analysis, this alse accounts for the contradictory
noture of the opposition to Thieu. But this policy has not pre-
vented the PRG from streggling since the Paris Accords fo be
recognized o3 the sole and unique representative of the Viet-
nomese people end far the reve lutionary sverthrow of any
puppet regime, whoever may stand at its heod.*

This reality is expressed not cnly in the intensity of the srug-
gle on the ground and in the social choracter of the [iberated
zones, but also in the diplomatic ectivity conducted by the
PRG. During the preparction for the meeting that wos sched-
uled to take place in Algiers on September 5-8, 1973, South
YWietnam in Shuggle (Mo, 210}, the organ of the MNLF, pub-
lished & two-poge article enfitled "The PRG, sole authentic
representative of the South Vietnamese population.” In the
article, the editors wrote, "The Poris Accords recognized the
foct that in reality two administrotions, two armies, and fwo
zones exist in our country. " The Thieu regime, "far from being
supported by the populer mosses, rests solely on U.5. dollars

*See the Dacember 1572 resolution of the Internctonal Execu=
tive Committes of the Fourth International, published in the
re iew Cluatrizgme Intemationale, Mo &, March-April 1973

and orme. That i why Saigen is one of the less independent
neacolonies of the United States. "

“The PRG, " the orticle noted, “was born of the rize of o vic-
torious patriotic struggle. . . . Iis ereation followed the for-
mation of peoples self-manogement committees that reploced
the local commirtess of the Thieu administration. . . . It de-
fends the higher intarests of the Seuth Vietnomese population,
its fundamental national rights o well a3 it self-detemine-
tion. "

It is this same policy that hos led the PRG to request recogni-
tion from governments (the latest ones 1o do so being Malogasy
and Mouritivs) and by international organizations. It has also
lad it to declars, on August 20 at La Celle Saint Cloud (Paris)
that all oil praspecting accords concluded by Saigon with mul-
tinaticnal firms ore null ard void.

The whole of Indochina

The signing of the Paris Accords marked a break in the situo-
tian in Vietnam. |tz esential comsequence wos fo raise fo the
first renk the problem of revolutionary struggle in the cities

os the final phose of the revolutionary overthrow of the puppet
regimes. |n effect, the signing of the occords capped the stro-
tegic foilure of the direct imperialist military escelation in
Indochina.

The only serious chance for the Thicu regime would have been
to erganize a multinational cid program able to transform the
ecgnomic and social bese of the regime. This did not happen.
The U.3. government eannct fill this breach by itself. Gabriel
Kolke understood this very well when he wrote in the Septem-
ber Le Monde Diplematique (on the occasion of Mixon's resig-
nation} that “the crisis in Woshingten i now cdded to the cri-
sis In Seigon. The war in the Middle Eost, the vagories of the
world economy, ‘and the sericus deterioration of the 'défente’
hove imposed new priorities on fthe foreign policy of the United
States,. Howewver much it may want to, Woshington cannot sac-
rifice its fundomental Tnterests in other areas of the world in
order to try to reverse the balonce of forces in South Vietnam,
which in the relatively neor future must leod to o PRG victery
in this conflict that has lested for thirty years."

Spring, 1974, Students demonstrate in Phnom=Benh
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But the task of the Viemamese revolutionaries i3 not so simole .
Far fram it. The situotion in Vietnam after the Paris Accords
was in fact morked by the controdictory results of the earlier
accalation and the palicy of "Vietnamization. " The resistance
af the population and of the NLF and PRG hot exhausted the
imperialist interventionist resources and policy. The strategic
praspects were clearly favorable. But this did not prevent
Washington from succeeding — thanks to an immeasurable
esealation of aid -= in creating a regime in Saigon that wauld
not quiemeticelly collapse 5o long o it wos artificially bol-
stered by the influx of dollor. Too many social and political
tnterast and too mony fies of dependency on the United Stotes
had been crestad for the puppet regime to lose all root affer
the departure of the |t Gl. Too lorgs on ammy and police
hed been buill for the pepulation to be able to rise up before
the decompesition of the repressive forces hed become well
odvenced. The destruction of Saigon scciety hod been fod
prefound for it not to give rize politically heterogeneous
soeial currents and for o profound recompesition of clondestine
revelutionary werk not to be necessary for preparing the insur-
rection. The liberoted zones were too strongly under atteck
not to reguire o good deal of time fo reconstruct themae|ves .-

That is why the situetion Tn South Vietnom wos chorocterized
and continues fo be characterized by a favordble, but only
arodual, shiff in the relationship of forces in the course of

o struggle that remains a protrocted cne. And this situation
rebounded on the deve leement of the situation throughout
Indoching. =

The FLIME i indubitabily in o pesition of strength in Cambodia.
Len Mol's greet claim to fame fs that he atill existz. The [ib-
eratad zones have ottained urprecedented breadth ond the
urban opposition came to the fore more than anywhere else
during the student, high=school, and popular demonstrations

of May-June (which sow the amcsination, parheps the work

af Lan Mol himself, of the minizter of national educakion and

his deputy, wha had been sequestered by high-scheol students).

The GRUNE may even enter the United Mations during its
current session after having cbtained what moy be a mejority
of vabes against the puppet govemnment. But all this hess not
srevented the postponement of the final uprisings and offen=
SIvet.

In Leos, the real relotionship of forces betwesn the right wing
and the Pothet Loo was illustrated after the departure of Sou-
vanna Phoumes, orime minister of the gavernment of national
unity, whe left far France to underge hreatment for heart dis-
ease. |t wa Phoumi Vongvichit, o Pather Leo leader, who
took aver as head of the gevernment. Souphanouvong, another
Pathet Loo leader, remoins oz head of the Metional Council.
But this has not prevented the revolution in this small Indochi-
nese kingdom frem teking o "roundabout” route .

In each case, specific factors (such as the weight of Sihanouk=
izm ond the youth of the FUNK in Combedia and the waokness
of the notional and soejal dynamic in Loos) hod their effeck,
as did the oriantation of the Communist party, which was
troined in the Stalinist school of the 1930s and effected only
o very empirical breck with the Seviet bureoucracy.” But the

*Oin Cambodia, see Quotridme Internationale, Ma.7-B, May-
August 1973 (La Révelution Cembodge et le Sihanoukisme).
On Loos, see INPRECOR, No.4.
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Indechinese mvelution forms @ whele, fhe key to which is
South Viemam. The South Viemamese revelution has partially
imposed its thythme on this whale.

Thie iz even true of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The
difficulfies of reconstruction after the terrible destruction
wreaked by the American escolation have been profoundly ag-
gravoted by the necesity of participating in the continuation
of the revalutionary struggle in South Viemam cnd the rest of
Irdoching. This i reflected in the politicol tension that has
bean menifested since the signing of the accerds. On March
12 thon Dan publiched a reselution adepted ane manth earlier
by the Palitical Burcaw of the Vietnomese Warkers party (the
CP), which dealt with the problem of technical troining ond
phenemena of bureaucratizafion; it waos cccompanied by three
articles by Le Duan, gensrl secretary of the VWP.* This
guestion ha: been treated in weveral arficles since then. Very
impartant economic reformd, ezpecially in agriculture, have
hasn urdertaken and seem to have been contested by some.
The Octeber 4 Le Monde reported that, according fo Henai's
theoretical journal, Hoc Tap, "fwo cumrents are counterposed
in the Demoeratic Republic of Vietnom, and the effects of this
phenomenan, preduced "By imoerialist and petty-bourgecis
opportunist theught, ' ane rraking themselves felt." Further,

a resistonce hes been “raised by some to the nofion of class
strugale in the Narth ard to the theory that the battles in the
South are the reflection of a war of liberation and a class strug-
gle ot the same Hme. "

L

The Vietnomess fighters stond at the heod of a struggle that
hae been mode auite ardusus by o series of Facters: the results
of "Vietnamization, " the uneven thythms of the Indochinese
revolution, the relafive international fsolation of Indoching,
and the particuler fsolation of the Viemamese CP within the
world Communist movement since the turn of Chinese diplomacy.
But @ new furn is now approaching. 11 may be merked by the
sl of the Len Mol regime, the opening of an acute crisis of
the Thieu regime, or @ majer defeat for the Saigon ormy, per-
heps during the next dry season, that of winter-spring 1974-
74,

It is incumbent upen anti-imperialist and revolutionary mili-
tants throughsut the world to reaffirm their solidarity with the
Irdachinesa peoples in their struggle for the recognition of the
CRUNE and the PRG, for the liberation of political prisoners,
fur fhe holting of oll U.5. and multilaterel gid to the puppet
regimes and fo oct with them for the final victery of the Indo-
chinese socialist Favalution. M
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*Oin this question, see Rouge, June 15, 1972 (Le Danger Bu-
reaueratigue) and Guatrigme |nternationale, Me. 14, April 15-
May 15, 1973 iLe Porti Communiste et I'UP au Chili).
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The article below ariginally oppeared in o Chinese-ilanguage
youth journal in Hong Kong and was tronslated for INFRECOR
by Greg Benten. It deals with a feature of Maoist rule

in China that is often everlocked in analyses of political
;;ulcp—n&n:s in the Fcnpl{:'s Republic of China.

In the Soviet Union, the basis of the material privileges of the
bureaueracy lies in the managoment of the large enterprises,
especially the industrial enterprises. The wide range of wags
differences, the complicated system of bomuses, the right of
free disposition of “management funds” or "funds of the enter-
prise, " the considerak:le advantoges ctrached to the " commancd—
ing posts” of the economy (outemabiles, houses in the country-
side, wvocotion villes, permission to trovel abrood, ete.} all
give the Soviet bureaucrat o standerd of living completely de-
tached from fhot of the brood moses.

In the People's Republic of China, still an essentially agricul-
tural country, the industrial boses of bureaueratic privilege
are much nerrower. Further, the breadth of wage differences
was reduced during the "Culiiral Revalution. " Under these
sonditions, it is above all the abuse of pc|Et[cq| ardd adminis=
trative power -- that is, coruphion — which provides the
besis of the malerial privileges of the bureavcracy.

There is no lack of festimony in this regord . Lat us cite just
two pieces of evidence that would be occeptred os outhorife-
tive even by the most cbdurate Maoists in the copitalist coun-
fries:

The late Edgar Snew, a personal friend of Moo Tse-tung, had
the Follewing to repert in his book Red China Today -- The
Onther Side of the River, first published Tn 1261 and re-issued
with many additions in 1970;

“After land distribution, many cadres were found fo hove
become rich peasants, exploited hired lebor ‘under the
pretext of mutual aid, * refused fo join mutual oid or coop-
erative groups themselves, worked solely for personal gain,
ysed their position fo seize contrel of cooperatives and
meke money, ond even engaged in usury.” (p.32 of the
Pelicen adition.)

Inr his "speoch on philesaphic questions, " delivered on August
18,1984, during the Culroral Revelution, Moo Tse-tung him-
self aoffirmed:

“We hove been going for fifteen years and we now control
two-thirds of the realm. At present, you can buy a (party)
branch secretary for o few pocks of cigareites, no! to men-
tion merrying a daughter to him." [Mae Tse-tung Unre-
hearsed -- Talks and Letters 1¥548-1971, edited and infre—
duced by Stuort Schramm, Penguin Books, T%74.)

Lest year Red Flog, the thesretical review of the Chinese Com-
munist party, published an orticle entitled "Stop corruption;
Don't let it conteminate you." This orticle Blamed the expre—
pricted “rempants” of the bourgecisic for frying to spread cor—
ruption in China, Mevertheless, the article odmitted that some
of the codres in power were guilty of the some proctices. The™
September &, 1974, issue of the For Eastern Economic Review
reported many examples of corruption that have been revealed
during the “anti-Lin, anti-Confucius” campaign, particularly
buying and selling of clothes en the black marker, falsifica-
tion of food rotion coupons, trafficking in construction mate—
rials, falsification of harvest stotistics, cbuses of power and
gxtortion by functionaries, and so.on.

Phaverthe less, the extent of the phenomencn should be viewed
in light of the enormous historical aodvance that the third Chi=
nese revolution, which has just celebrared its rwenby=fiffh on=-
niversary, represents. The crealien of the dictatorship of the
proletariat in Chino woe burcoucratically deformed from the
beginning, with the obsance of the direct exercise of power

by the working mosses in this immense country. The goins have
nat been definitively consolidated, and the road toward so-
cialist construction has not been definitively token -- that is
what is confirmed by the Cultural Revalution ond fhe "compaign
eoainst Lin Fioo and Confucius; for that power must be exer=-
cised by the workers and poor peasants through crgens of power
of the soviet type (workers councils ond democratically elected
and managed peoples communes).
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Why hove the movements to “criticize Lin” ond "eriticize
Confugius” been linked together? Lat us deal with this ques-
tion first.

Lin Pige was a "simple ssldier. " According te the most recent
Maaist description of thiz cne=time “close comrade-in-arm:"
of Mao, we are informed that "he didn't read books or news-
papers, waos completely fgnorant of Marxism-Leninism end of
China's ancient culture. ™ In our opinion this criticism iz o
fairly saund ene . But then why suddenly dress up a military
man like Lin in the sorb of o Confucion scholar? How come
Lin suddanly netanly reveres Confucious, but wank to oppose
Moo's thought with the teechings of Confusivg and Mencius
as part of a plot to “restere capitaliam™? It is abvious from
the self-controdictory stotemerits of the Moaoisk themselves
that the reason Lin and Confucius have been linked together
is elearly not because Lin wos o "disciple of Confucivs and
Mencius. " 5o whot is the explonation?

The real explanation iz to be found in the Lin Pioo faction's
anti-Meoist program, the so-called "571 Cutline Project. "(1)
The second port of this document contains the following pas-

8t "He (.0, Mag} is ot present abusing the trust and stotus

iven him by the Chinese pecple to go agaimt the fde of his-
tory. In fact be has already become o modern Ch'in Shih-
hoang=ti. (20 . . . He i nat & genuine Marxist. He js the
biggest tyrant in Chinese history. He follows the teachings of
tencius ond Confucius ond uses the methods of Ch'in Shili-
kugng=1i."

It 75 quite obviows after reading this pessage why the Maoisrs
wanted ta turn the Lin cligue into followers of Confucivs, why
they "followed the Legalists ond opposed Confucianism®{3]
and why they re—apenad the “guestian of Ch'in Shih-huang-

Their campaign b link Linand Confueivy was ﬁrnpl}-' a mod=
arn adeptetion of the old Chinese trick of henging o man with
hiz own rope. Or, toput it more crudely, A tells B: "You're
a whora!" and B repliss:” "Me |'r. not, you arel” The "Ching-
watchers, " however, hove manoged ocnce again to get the
wrong end of the stick . As soon o they heard "Confucius"

they started thinking of Duke Chou.(4) From Duke Chou they
moved on te Chou En-Lai, who is supposed to be a descen-
dant of the Cheu dynesty. They thersfore concluded that the
"eriticize Confucius” compaign was really aimed ot Chou En-
lai, o really for-fetched explanotion,

In reality it is pot ot all difficult fa see which of the two

men == Mao ar Lin Plaa —- is best sufted for the apithet "a
Fallower of Mercius and Cenfucius, ™ From whatever point of
view we consider the question {(whether from the depth of
their acquaintance with Cenfucionist teachings or from the
point of wiew of their practical adoption of fhese teachings)
there is obsalutely no comparison between the rwo), 'We have
already pointed sut in o shudy of Mas's theught and his acriv-
itias after he became o revolutionary(5) thet one of the three
main components in Magist Tdealogy is in foct "Confucienism. ™
This is not simply an attempt 1o disparage Mao. |1 i o foct
and o strikingly cbvious one ot that. As for Lin Piaa, he
might well have guated one or two well-known phrases from
Canfucius to show off what a leorned fellow he wes, but this
was just foelish parrating —- in point of fect, he wos a com-
plete ignoramus.

The crificism of Moo eontained in the Lin faction's anti-Mao-
ist program waos an extroordinarily goed summing up of Mao's
character and behaviar. It {s very unlikely that it wos the
wark of Lin Pise. |t was probobly drown up by Ch'en Fo-to,
who was for many decodes Mao's private secretary .

The attack wos certoinly effective and, not surprisingly, Jeit
Mao gquivering, He immediately counter-ottacked cn three
fronts . First, he declared that Lin Pioo; and net Moz, was
the real Confucionist. Second, he insisted that his Marxism
wes deep-rooted and nat skin deep. And third, he declared
that Ch'in Shih-hugng-ti's activities, inclyding his buening
of the books and his burying alive of Confucion scholars were
net anly not reactionary, but were pasitively progressive

This is the starting paint for the "criticize Lin, criticize Con—
forius” campaian and the “overthrow Canfucius, suppert Ch'in
Shih-huang-ti" slagen.

Mao, Lin Piao . .

. Before the Fall.




The campaign in a broader
context

Is this, then, the whole story behind the "criticize Lin, crit-
icize Confucius" campaign? Does this exhoust it signiflcance?
Certainly not. To soy that this was all the campaign amounted
to would be o very superficial judgment and a very mistaken
ohe

What we outlined obave was simply the immedidte couse of
the linking together of Lin and Cenfucivs. MNow, however,
the Moaists have seized on the compaign to have ancther
crack ot the so-cdlled Confucian family shop (1 say "another”
crock because 7t wes already ottacked ence durfng the May
4th Movement Tn 1917} . The reascns for this move are much
mere prefound and are rooted in the sacial end palitical con-
troadictions that charocterize present-day China.

These contradictions — infernational ond domestic —- are
extremely complex, ond we do nol intend anclyzing them
in detail in the course of this orticle, We will simply con-
centrofe on one mpect: the confradiction between the new
system and the old ideclogy.

China is o backward country, even though the revelution
hes bean victorious for twenty-five years and even though
the new political system has achieved considerable progress
on the road ta medernization. Despite oll this, from a pelit-
ical, economic, social, ond cultural paint of view, China
s5still backwerd . And, what is more, all the menifestations
of bockwardress are without exception linked direetly or in=
directly ta Chine's traditional Confucian ideclogy . In shart,
the tendency to "put salf bafore the comman inferest, " to
oot relotives before strangers, " the whole guestion of blocd
relations, reletions threugh marrioge, lecal connections, amd
goon, and on the faveritism and comruption they give rise to
-= all these defacts, at least inscfor as their ideclogical
source is concerned, can be troced back to the Confucian
|:|¢n Thanr}r. Any rcvnl‘uﬁanc.rr government that intends to
carry out fundamentel changes in the social or economic
spheres musk therefore simultensgusly struggle to "overthrow
the Confucian fomily shop." Otherwise it will nat only mest
messive difficulties in the voriows fields of socialist construc-
Fien, but fts efforts to begin the medemization of the state
will encaunter grave obstocles ond obably get complerely
bogged down.,

The mast seriocus of China's numerous ailments is comuption .
As g result of the protrocted stognation of the productive
foreas in Ching, cerruption long age hod become a deadly
tumor on the Chinese body politic. To ke o recent example:
One important reason for the astonishingly ropid collopse of
the Kuomintong ofter the victorious conclusien of the anfi-
Jopanese war wasy amang ather things, the foct that it wes
ricddled with corruption from beed to foot. And one of the
mejer problems confronting the Chinese Communist party in
the course of achiaving victary was how to prevent the emer-
gence of corruption in the new edministration,

Although the various movements launched since the establish-
ment of the aew Chino == from the San Fon, the Wu Fan,

ond the 57 Qinglél down to the Cultursl Revelution iself —
were not exclusively concerned with the wor on corruption,

it was nevertheless o theme common to them oll, The ohjec-
tive rooks of Mao Tse-tung's thearcy of "uninterrupted revalu-
tion™ and “permanent revolutien” and his insistence on the
need for a new culiural revolution every few years are to ba
fourd fn China's chronic and troditiorul disecse of corruption.
Even if Maa is only acting in his own interesks and those of
asmall clique in the party rather thon in the interests of the
Chinese revolution, he is still forced to fight continuausly

against comuption in the party end the cdministrative appa-
ratus. Otherwise, looking at the precedent of the Kusmin-
tang, Communist rule could collopse within a decade.

Ag for the struggle egeinst corruption and the eultural revolu-
tion, we do not intend to odd up the pluses and minuses or
drow up a belonce—sheet of it successes and failures in the
space of this article . We would simply point cut the follow-
ing: During the counse of this powerful compeign, some bla=-
tantly corrispt elemants were forced fo retreat a little and
certain gloring buresucratic privileges faok o tumble, with
reductions in woge differentials, efe. Butsince then, the
ganuine moss movemenfs that crese during the Cultural Revolu=-
tion have been suppressed and zo-called wltraleft and onarchist
elements subjected o o severe witch-hunt. A grodual “narmal=-
ization” hos token place in domestic ond foreign palicy and
there have been two or three years of "peaoca. " As o result,
the disease of E-D!‘I'Lrptil.‘.;n, which was tempararily brought
under control but not rodically cured, hes ance again taken

a general turn for the worse . Obviously we have no exact
mears of telling just how gquickly the phenomencn of corrup-
tion has succeeded in re-establishing ik presence, how gen-
enally the old slip-shod and cormupt psycholagy has reasserted
itzelf or to whar extent the dissase of bureaueratism has wors—
enad in the party and state organs in China.

The Chinese Communist party does not provide authentic date
on this sort of theme. But even in reports cellated from offi-
eiel confidential investigations it is possible to find the follow-
ing sort of development: the large-scale reinstatement of old
bureaucrats in party and stabe organs; the return to acfivity

in government and ather eircles of "enlightenad"” bouraeais
element; numensus exemples of “gaing in through the back
door™ in educational institutians {though obviously not con-
fined to these); the widening of differentials in the mining
industry; the re-cppecrance of old habiks ard custors (espe-
cially with regard to marricgel Tn the villoges, etc. All thesa
symptarms inevitably peint te the foct that the rradifional men-
ace of Chinese sociely —- cormuplion — i5 once again busy

at warls.

If only from on instinct for self-preservation, Mao and his
cligue were forced fo bring into being anather movement to
oppose these tendencies. This abjective need tied in rather
neatly with Moo Tse-fung's cwn eoperness fo slop the "Con-
fucian hat" firmly back on the heods of Lin Pioc ond friends.
The "criticize Confucius” tog was therefore odded on to the
"Oppose the Four Olds"(7) movement which developed oub of
the "criticize Lin" campaign-

A half-genuine and half-phoney
campaign

Does all this mean that the "criticize Confucius! movement

is entirely phoney? Mot ot all, To be precise, 7t is half-
genuine ard half-phoney . The genuime half stems from the
fauct that Moo s forced to recognize the glering controdic-
ticn between Confucion idealogy and China's modern needs,
nat fo mention the needs of @ Communist revelution, As o
revolutionary, Moo is obvigusly o sincere anti-Confucianist.
The phaney half of the campaign hos i source in the follow-
ing two facts: {a) Mao's ideclogical “first love" wos Confu-
cianism. This particulor "ism" ilipped infe his subconicious,
e it were, and sunk firm roots. As we have pointed out in
cur book on the subject, although Maa's early Confucianism
was consciously negated ond rejected, it still maintains o
firm and pervasive grip an his thought and confinuss to play
an impartant role in it. (B) Maa's grasp of Marxism 75 nat only
shallow, but beors the ballmark of Stalinist revisienism, It hos
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rejectad the revelutionary spirit of Merxism and the substonce
of workers demasreey and replacad them with e totalitarian
and bureaucratic-hierarchical content, which is in some
semses even counterreve lutianary .

For these two remsons Mao's anti-Confueianism will end up

in a completely phoney compaign. Becouse Mao has constantly
propased and enferced such a despotic and bureaucratic sys-
temn, his sham Marxist words and actions comespond in reality
te the reactionary hierarchical theories of Confucius, in real-
ity they preserve ond give free scope to one of the most recc-
tionary mspects of Confucion theory.

The fact that Mao extols the "Legalist School" and Ch'in Shih-
huang=ti ot the same time as "criticizing Confucius" indicates
that he is really a supperter of Confucianism. If is not possible
to discuss the struggle berween Confucianism and Legalism in
this article, or to discuss our differances with the Maoists on
the quastion of the evalution of Chinese histery. For the suke
of arpument let us concade that the Maoists are correct in
their assumation that Cenfucion ond Legalist schools once
played a reactionary ond progressive role respechively.(8)

But the whaole of Chinese history shows that in reality the
distinef origins of the bwe schools hove been of absolutely

no sionificance . It is camman knowledge that ever since he
reign of Han Wu=ti (140-84 BC), the formula whereby aach
dynasty hos "shepherded the people” was, os o fomous Ch'ing
dymasty thinker {Wang Ching) pointed cut, "Confucianism on
the cutside, Lagalism an the inside.” On the surfoce they
paraded their Confucian "humanity in government.” In reality
they rigorously enforced the despatic methads of Ch'in Shih—
hisang=ti, The twa schools gravitated fewards each other and
nio longer stood af oppasite poles. From the paint of view of
the people underneath, the only difference between Caonfu=
cianism and Legalism was that ane claimed to be benevalent
and the other did nat. In reality they were egually despotic.
Admittedly, one was open obout its pature and the other hypo=
critical, but it is still impessible to divide them into o "pra-
gressive” and @ "reactionary” schaal, The mare Mao "eriti-
cizes Confucius” in this way the more credible Lin Piea's
charge of "Confucianism” becomes.

Climbing trees to catch fish?

If Mao hopes to desiroy the "Four Olds® and prevent the total
bureaucratic degeneratiosn and corruption of the party and
state organs by this type of “criticize Confucius” compaign,
then he will be sorely diseppointed. Becowse this is rather

like <limbing trees to cateh fish. Mot only will such o com-
paign not destroy the "Four Olds, " but it will almost eermainly
tend o become counter-praductive.

In present-day China all shades of populer epinion, ot all
levels of secisty, are for the most port fed up with the con-
tinuous churning out of campaign after campaign in the course
of Mac's so-called "sermanent revolution." It is not only
“bee elements” or the right wing who blanch when they hear
the word “campoign” er bagin fo polpitote os soon as they

see @ "struggle” on the way. Even the toiling masses of work-
ers ond peosants, whe are thoroughly dissatisfied with bureau—
cratie rule inall ftaforms, live in fear of compaigms of this
sort. Twenty or more yoars of exparience hos tought them

that compaigns should never be token at foce value, and thet
they always turn out differently in practice from what they
are proclaimed fo be. They might well swat dead a few house
flies, or even everthrow one or fwo small tigers, but the end
result is that the swatters end up in the same fix os the flies
and sometimes in an even worse onel As for beating the small
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tigers, this invariobly turns cut to be in the inferests of the
biguest tigers, The compaign: are nat entirely without advan-
tage for the worker cnd peasant moses. But after it is all
ower, nathing has really changed -- they still suffer the same
hardships. The "Great Proletarian Cultural Revelution™ was
especially disoppointing. It aroused the hopes of the mosses,
cnly to dash them fo the ground again, It ended up in the
persecution of the true revelutionaries, From now an the
masses heve every reason to look upon Mao's movaments and
campaigns o3 potential mon—trops.

In itelf, of course, the "Oppeose the Four Qlds" compaign is
very necassary. Any cormupt ideclogy or out-of-date habits
that use Confucius os o sereen to hide behind should be purged
and eliminoted. But in order to do just that and to do it effec-
tively, Moo should of the very leost follow his own precepts
and be "apen and above beard” instead of "platting and schem-
ing behind closed doors. ™ He should certoinly stop freating
the workers and pessants as "idiofs” or as "simple fools" in

the hands of on “emniscient and emnipotent supreme leoder, "
& pawns to be used in power struggles inside the walls of the
Forbidden City in Peking.

Therefare, if Mao and the CF leaders wera sincere in their
desira to cure the traditionol gilments of Chinese society, the
first step they would take would be to trarsfer polifical power
dewnwerds to the worker and peasont mosses. They would set
up a broadly-based system of socialist democracy, under the
genuine palitical contral end supervision of the masses in the
tawrs and villoges. In sther words, they would esteblish o
aystem of workers, peasants, and soldiers soviets of the sort

to be found in the USSR during Lenin's era. They would allow
the masses to exercise leadeship from the botom up. This
would be the best woy o sweep cide old thinking and old
irsfifutions in every sphere vig the corseious ond callective
efforts of the moses and in fhe process to establish new weoys
of thinking erd new institufions.

Thui, o true victory Tn the "Criticize Lin, criticize Confu-
cius" campaign would be inseparoble from the struggle to op-
pote Mao's un=herxist tendency towords Confucianism and
Legalism and from the strugale of the Chinese workers and
peasants against bureaucratism.

##rostscripTill

The new datziboe (big wall-posters] campaign, which started
in Peking on June 13,1974, after comrode W._F.H. had
written this erticle, fully confirms his analysis. This compaign
had started earlier in the orovinces, e.g. in Kunming {Yunnan
province] where British correspondents accompanying the Tary
leader Heath during his visit to China found many inscriptions
denouncing locaol bureaucrats (see The Economist, June 22,
1974). |t seems that a directive jssued by the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese CP on May 18 again authorized public
criticism of butpouerats, which had been stopped after Moo's
obrupt halting of the Cultural Revalution.

Significantly enough, one of the points raised in mony datzi-
bam was precisely the gbrupt repression of radical represente-
tives of the Red Guard movement at the end of the "cultural
revalution.® The wall-pasters charge not Mao himself or Chou
En-lai, but the late Lin Piao with respensibility for tha repres-
sion. Datzribao appearing in Peking on Juns 13 occused mem-
bers of the "municipal mvolutionary committee™ of having
purged all but one of its twenty-four working-cles represen-



tatives, and of having torn down eighty-nine earlier poster
protesis that hod been pasted inside buildings.

Accarding to the London Times correspondent in Peking (The
Times, June 20, 1974), mest of the Peking posters appearing
during succeeding days took up the same paint of the supres-
sion and ousting of the "werking cless activists" of the Cul-
tural Revolution from all posts of resporsibility.

Anather point raised by the dotziboo wos the increse in ma—
terial privileges for leading bureaucrots, somatimes in the
form of excessive standard of living, oz attempls to circum—
vant directives supposedly applying ro all Chinese citizens.
High party officials were accused of having bad their sons
and doughters exempted from the general rule to leave the
towns ond go te the countryside for several years,

These occusations mede by the wall-paster campeign confirms
what revolutionary Mardists have been saying for years: that
many of the more redical demonds roised by the Red Guards
(radicalized youth) and "revolutionary rebels” {rodicalized
warkers) during the Culiural Revolution and partially granted
by the Mao faction under the pressure of the mosses had been
revoked of the end of the Cultural Revelution. This was fol-
lowed by a new increase in the weight and power of the bu-
regucrocy. The new poalitical strife in China reflects both
rising dissatisfaction among the mosses with thot state of af-
foirs ond new foctional menevvers and alignments within the
bursoucracy

One of the main targets of the anti-Lin, enti-Confutive cam-
paign is obviously the former chief of stoff of the People's
Liberation Armmy, Huong Yong—sheng, whe is olleged to have
been Lin Fios’s main ally in his 1571 plot. [n Canten, the
anti=Lin, anti-Confucius compoign hos token the form of an
anti-Huang campaign. {Le Monde, August 146,1574.) Some
commentators have concluded, rother hastily, that the whole
compaign it actuelly directed ogairat "hidden" Lin Pias sup-
porters for other opponents of Moa) within the army who. may
wont fo. fake their revenge far the radical reduction ot the
array command s influence since 1971 ond the general re-
shufiling of regional military commanders at the beginning
of 1974,

However, such an interpretation is contrecicted by the sen-
sational reappearonce of many old army cemmandzrs in the
center of the political scene, among them Yang Cheng—wu,
former octing chief of staff of the PLA, who wos sacked in
1968 at the height of the Cultural Revolution. During the
1974 gnniversery celebrotion of the PLA, occording to the
August 12 Mewaweek, nineteen gensrak purged during the
Cultural Revolution made their first public appearances in
Peking in yeors. This move could be interpreted in o double
sanse: hirst, ot on extension of the rehaobilitotion of former
"rightist codres” which hgs gained mementum since Teng
Hsigo-ping, former secretory general of the CF and main
"lieutenant™ of arch-eramy Liv Shao-shi, was elevated to
the post of vice—premier and main architect of Chinese for-
eign policy: and second, oy o reminder to the rodicalized
elements that this fime, contrary fo 1946-58, Moo ond the
top streta of the Chinese bureaucrocy have firmiy decided
not to allow any mass mokilization to get out of hond .

\rdeed, reports that important closhes emeng demorstrators
and between demonstretors and the mepressive forces had taken
place in Kiong-si provinee, in Honan province, in the town
of Wu=-hon {one of the main centers of the Tultura] Revelu-
tion} and in the Manchurian ety of Horbin (200 people were
killed in Kiangsi, cccording to wall posters reporfed in The
Guardian of June 25, 1974) were followed almost immediately
by a stern editerial in People's Daily on July 1 reminding

all those concerned that criticism should be confined to meet-
ings orgonized by porty committees and should remain under
control of the party. The workers were also reminded of the
need to leave preduction undisturbed by such erificism. Re-
minders of that sert hod oppeored during the Cultural Revalu-
tion after years of moss mobilizations. They now appear hardly
six months after the stort of the anti-Lin; enti-Confucius cam=
paign, ard hardly two weeks affer the beginning of a new
datzibae campaign.

All this indicates thet the Mao foction's margin for maneuver
has narrowed considerahly. But the contradictory needs with
which Mae is confronted remain these Indicated by comrode
W.F.H. ond reflect themsebves in the shifls in emphasis of
the CP's "general line" during the lost weeks and months. [t
remaims o be seen whether these shifts alsa reflect new deep
¢ifts in the top leadership of the CP. Besides top pravincial
bureaucrats, of et one Political Bureau member, Hua Kue-
feng, hos so far come under public attack . (But the dotzibos
ghacking Huo wes almost immediately rermoved.) And in Eost
Eurspeen CF dircles, the vemion that what iz behind the anti-
Lin, anti-Confucius campaign is o struggle for supremocy be-
tween the Peking group ond the Shanghai group irside the top
leadership continues to be generally cccepted.

#

1. Read with different tanes, the Chinese word for 571 can
be token to mean "armed wprising "

2. Emperor of Ch'in (255-209 BC) whao uniffed China. His
shoet reign was marked by extreme ruthlessnes

3. Legalists represented an anti-Cenfucionist school of thought
which accepted no suthority except that of the leader.

4, Cne of Confusius's "marally superior men". ond faunder of
the Chou dynosty.

5. An Anolysis of Maa Tse-tung's Thought, Hong Keng, 1573,
&. San Fan: Compaign ogoinst carruption, waste, and bu-
requcracy .

Wu Fan: Compoign cgoinst bribery, tox-evosion, theft of
state properfy, skimping on work and checting on materials,
and theft of state ecanomic information.

%i Quing: “Four Cleons” compaign in which masses ond low=
level codres were asked to give clean sccounts on palitical
and ideclogical stands, family bockground, and financial
sTruation.

7. Old thought, old culture, old customs, ond ald habits.

g. The present theary of "support Legalism, oppose Confu-
cianism” is boased enlil'ﬁl:{ o Pwo pms-..-ppes.'u tioms: (1) That

the passage from the Spring and Autumn period (722-481 BC)
to the Warring Stabes period (403-221 8C) represents the pas-
sage in Chinese history from osloveswning to o feudal system,
{2} That the Confucianists represented the old slovecwners,
while the Legalists represented the mewly emerging feudal
lordowrers. But both these presuppositions would be very dif-
ficult to argue and ore, at the very least, debaorable. First,

it is nat Marxist o force Chinese history into the same stoges
af d:vv:l.ﬁpm:n'r a5 Western Eur&petm |1i5fm.‘y. Marx recognized
that Asian stotes hod their own historical peculiarities. What
iz more, to comsider the cutocrotic, centralized, and unifice-
fory system of the Ch'in dynasty as a model Feudal state {Iike
the Middle Ages in Western Europe) is obviously both fochually
incorect and un-fMarxist . But this question is toe complex o
discuss in the short spoce of this arficle. We hope 1o devote

a spociel shudy to it ot some future dake.

INPRECOR

Footnotes:
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POLAND

by OLAF KLARNAT.

In the grect porss on the Baltic S2o —— scene of the warkers
irsumrection of December 1970 — several thoutand dockers

and shipyard workers initioted o strike movement at the end

of August to protest ogainst opplication of o new wage system.
After a week of work stoppages ond slowdowns, the Polish
leaders provisionally suspended these measures, which by tight-
ening up work rules ond linking wopes to productivity had
challenged the woge gains thot hod been won previously .

Since 1971 the Giersk tecm has been frying fo oveid o new
opan confrontation with the working closs by developing an
economic policy that would sacrifice improvements of the
standard of living less than in the post. Without being able
to do away with any of the foctors underlying the precorious-
ness of ik power, the Giersk teom sought to give the Polish
economy o secand wind through introducing coutiows changes
fnthe system of management ond planning. But ot the same
Hime, social pressure persisted, oo the August strilies, among
ather things, testify to. The exoct nature of the solutions put
forward by the gevernment can be seen more clearly if they
are compared to the demands the waorkers rofsed in December
1970, demonds that still retain all their currency.,

Gierek and the 1970 demands

Immediately ofter the 1970 workers revolt, the new govern=
ment team fried for some time to defuse the movament of mili-
tancy os quickly os possible. The measure calling for o 30 per=-
cent incremse in basic foodstuffs was lifted; the crisis was blamed
on Gomulka's autseratie individualism: sanctions ogainstieod-
ers of the strike were cleverly postponed (the heod of a strike
commikiee wos o delegate to the congress of 1972; later he wos
removed from his job on charges of "drunkenness" ond forced
into exilal.

The first of the fundamerntal damands of the Polish workers dur=
ing the T970 strikes dealt with wage increases and jmprove-
ments inthe standard of lHving. In foct, concurmently with a
new upturn in industrial production (which rose 2.4% in 1971
and 1972 and 12% in 1973, real woges {and certain social
services) went up 24% in three yeaors; that s, ol o rate greaber
than the 18%% called For during the entire five-yeor plon. But
the real meaning of this progress Ts limited by the low wage
levels that prevailed to bagin with in 1970 ond is further [im-
ited if compzred to cerfain other official figures relecsed at
the fourteenth plenum of the Centrol Commitiee in 1974 (fig-
ures that must be regorded with some suspicion): the incregse
in productivity for 1973 wos 100 256; salary increoses stood ot
L

The price freeze on basic foodstuffs, continued from year to
year ofter the strikes in Lodz in 1571 ond Rybnik in 1972, wos
nevertheléss accompanied by partial price increcses carried
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Szcrecin, December 1970: Tonks move against workers.

aut by substifuting one product for another ueder the pretext
of improving quality. And the very high prices of oppliances
like wmshing mochines, refrigerotors, rodias, efc. should not
ke forgokten. Furthermore, although official price increqses
emounted to only 2 percent a year, food consumption, which
sF 1l accounts for 50 percent of the budget of the average work-
ing=class household, wos satisfied only thonks to supplies pro=-
vided by the private market at "free prices. " This wes a resolt
of shortoges in the state commercial netwark, especially of
meat, doiry produchs, and fruit. The persistent housing short-
oge is another Tndex of the difficult material and cultural sft-
watien of the majarity of the oopulation.

Conscious of all thess problems, the Polish buregucrocy proved
onxicus e hasten b impreve living stondords, which would
pravide o safery valve that the regime locked during the last
days of the Gomulka period. The bureaucrocy is seeking to
link that improvement to the growth of the productivity of la-
bor, which s necessary for exponding the economy. Hence,
alang with the intreduction of technical innovations, there

has been an extension of plecework wages. Individual comump-
tion is favered at the experse of social consumption, which

is less easily adapted to direct material incantives. This woge
policy of "socialist emulatien” has been eccompanied by prop-
aganda boosting an ideal of consumption that points people’s
aspirations in the direction of acquiring durable goods as sym=
bols of "werk well done.™ A "new lock” idealogical educa-
ticn drive has been lounched aimed ot gaining ecceprance of
the resultont social inequalities and justifying the establish-
ment of a hierarchy of needs based on the varying skilk and
contributions to the growth of the national income made by
different social layers. (In bureoucratic languoge this 7s called
“the social utility of labor.")



“For independent and representa-
tive unions”

The bureoucrocy i= counting on the afomizing effects these
measures will hove on the werking clos and on the develop-
mant of anfagenisms between the workers and the other social
loyers. Since 1570 there hos been no change in the ridievlous
functioning of the trode unions and the “councils of workers
salf-manogement.” While the 1970 strike committee demanded
representative and independent workers bedies, the Frode unicns,
with their reorganized leoderships {compesed of pemonalifies
less discredited and more odapted te the new Giersk styla),
hald privileged contral ever preductivity and labor discipline.
Ay For the "workers councils, " while the new lobor code evo-
siveely refers to their "conerete rights, * their role hos in foct
been reduced to overseeing security and sobriehy in the fac-
tories.

On the other hand, in order fo solidify ik social bose, the
burecucracy s seeking bo attract technocratic loyers and the
intelligentsio by consistently paying them off for more rational
managing by supervisory personnel and factory manogers ond
for improvements in econamic output. (The poyoff comas in
the form of bonuses, housing pricrity, possibility of making
frips obrood, efc.] Anxious to divide ond rule, the bureou-
crafic coste i3 Frowing averboord the egalitarion principles
proclaimed by the shipyard workers,whe Tn 1970 demanded
woges for indusitial workers equal to those of supervisers and
personnel of the party and state apparatus.

“For regular and honest news”

The bureoucracy has interprated this demand of 1970 in ik own
peculior way. Euphoria is obligatory in the press, which re-
ports (and exagoerates) only the positive aspects of events

fhat occur. Downright prolix when i comes to some succes

in ship=building or o football victory, the press clomps o-block-
out on strike movements. At best, it registers embomrossment
when the foch monoge to break threugh. Tryvbuna Ludu, for
example, reported after the August sirikes that the “fleeting
difficulties" in the ports were o resulf of bod weather! The
elimination of centralized cemorship hos only condemmed jour-
nalists and editors to an even more effective self-cemtorship.
The only notable change under Gierelk has besn thar sirfking
workers dre no longer referred to o “hooligans, " although

they are soid fo be offlicted with absentesism, * "lack of la-
bor diseipline,  or "drunkennesz"! Real news ond authentic
freedom of expression ore banned. Hostile propoganda will
net be tolercted under the guise of free circulation of ideos,
Gierek asserted at the Central Commitiee plenum on youth
hald in 1973, The writers, o political sector somewhat Tn-
sensitive to the charms of bureaucratie realism are current|y
paving the price.

“The right to struggle for our
just demands”

In 1970 the strike committes of the shipyard workers denounced
the bloody infervention of the army and militia and demanded
the right of the Folish worleers to struggle for their demands .
The bureaucracy, howewer, counterposes ifs conception of
"socialist lobor discipline” to the right to strike, which is rec-
oonized by the consfitution. The latest of the meosures of dis-
suasion (the law of June 1973) calls for suppression of bonuses
—— that is, a significant reduction in wages —— in coses of por-
ticipation in “unjustified work stoppoges . "

Since they directly attoek the central power of the buregucrocy,
the strikes of the workers have never hod a purely "economic®
character. The August 1574 strikes in the shipyords, where

the workers' wages are higher thon the Folish notional averoga,
testify to the high level of combativity that hos been attained.
The opposition fo the new woge policy intended to incite werk-
ers to greater productivity, which was applied withaut any
reaction: from the trade uniors or the "workers councils, " is
indicative of the skepticism of the working class in foce of

the ambiguities and enlightenad progmetism of the Giersk
team. These sirikes came shortly affer the movements emang

the 5ilesian raibwoy workers ond the student youth (leunched
after the bureaucraey regained ik contral of the youth orgo-
nizations); they came at g conjuncture during which the ston-
derd of living wos going up and the economy wos developing.
The scenomic concesions the bureoucracy cccorded 1o the
students {significont increoses in educotione! gronts) and o a
part of the intelligentsia testify o s fear of o fusion of the
discontent of the various social loyers. Such a fusion, coming
after the iscloted struggles of the youth and intelligentsia in
1948 and of the working class during the post four yeers, could
increcse the breadth of the antiburesucratic opposition tenfold Bl




The fallowing pelitical platform was approved on August 14,
1574, by tha eightesnth national plenum of the mineworkers
federation of Balivia. Articles dealing with the political situa-
tien in Balivia, parficularly the rebellion in Cochabamba and
the divisions amang the officer corps hove appeared in previcus
issues of |NPRECOR. See MNo.0, May 9, “Toward Inevitable
Confrontafions" and "Declaration of the Bolivian Section of
the Fourth Internotional”; Me 4, July 18, "Collapse of the
"Unity of the Armed Forces'™; and Mo %, October 3, "Trouble
Among the Gorillas.”

* ¥

The mine workers of Bolivia hove the dbsolute duty to explain
their closs political position on the latest political events ond
the saries of threats now weighing on their future. At the some
Fime, they must address themsalves to their class brothers and,
in general, te all the explaited of the country.

1. The declarations of General Banzer, who claims fo head
the strangest government in the past several decades in our
country, have been smashed fo bits by the reality of the foch.
In a little less then three years, the dictatorship has disinte-
grated in on obvious monner, tormentad by ifs internal crisis
and suffering the pressure of the revelutionary resistance of
the proletoriat and the Belivion people. The regime's repeated
efforts bo maintain ikelf in power have been uncble to atfain
their objectives fully, because the working cless and the peo-
ple have not let themselves be fooled; on the contrary, they
hove firmly rejected all these maneuvers. That s what hap-
pened, for example, during the compaign te get Belivia an
cutlet to the sec, a campoign launched in erder to gather the
masses behind a chauvinist banner that, in the final analysis,
would have appeared os representing populer suppert for the
regime. We know the fate of this compeign: the working closs
responded by counterpasing its own class pesition, which wes
none ather then the revolutionary struggle for an outlet to the
seqa in the fremewark of the allience of peoples on the basis
of their socialist orientotion. Further, the clearest proof of
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the profound crisis that is recking the government was the lof-
est coup an June 5. Thus, the so-often proclaimed unity of
the army, the sole support of the regime, was totally belied.

While crisis ond decompeositien are eroding the positions of

the government ond imperialism, the working closs and the
peopleare pressing their revelutionary struggle forward skep

by step and battle after battle, reconquering the rights that
were swept away by the bloody coup of 1771, They have
strengthened their unity and organization in the fight for their
own immediate ond histeric objectives, opposing the antipop-
wlor memsures of femine and poverty with tenacious resistance.
Mew and Tmpartant secters have thrown themse lves info the
antifascist, anti-imperialist resistence lad by the proletariat:
the pecsants and, more recently, the university students, mem-
bers of the liberal professions, and sther pepulor sectors. In
sum, we affirm that while the government comp is experiencing
erisis and decemposition, our positions in the pepular camp

are becoming stronger oround the struggle for the building of
on anti-imperialist united frant aimed at giving the country

a popular government led by the working class that represents
the interests of the majority of our people.

2. The latest crisis suffered by the present dictatoriol regime
was femporarily overcome by setfing up an essentially military
government in order to demonstrate that there wos o new unity
among the officers, which is for from being the reality. On
the confrary, the fermation of the militory cabinet does nof
represent o solufion to the crisis, for everyone knows that
putschist attempts remain on the order of the doy so for o3 the
various nationalist currents ore concerned. We workers must
not fool curselves, The exploited have o clear pasitian on
coups, whether eivil or military: we must always maintain

our class independence, which iz expressed in all cur basic
documents and whose real demecraotic and revelutionary con-
tent excludes na civilion ar military force that identifies with
the immediate and historic positions of the working clms.

3. The well known formules of "institutienalization” and “con-
stitutionalization" take on @ clear meaning for the mine work—



BOLIVIA

ers, becouse these formulas hove been defined by their own
authors Tn such g woy that there is no need for guessworl in
discovering their reol aims. "Institutionalizotion, o it s
colled, refers to the stoge in which the government's objec-
tive iz “rastoring order in the country” by creating so-called
social peace. Insum, it amounts to nothing other than an at-
tempt o impose the will of the regime on the exploited of the
country one way or the other; that is, fo exercise verystrict
contrel over the workars and their crganizations. On this basis,
once this stage has been achieved, the next step is "constitu=
tionalization, " which would emount to nothing but the legal-
ization of the previcus shage — namely, the legalizotion of
the regime of famine and exploitation threugh a reorganized
epparafus which many would call the “new state. " To aftoin
this goal, they have created the Consejo Mocional de Refor-
mas Estructurales {Mational Council of Stuctural Reforms);
composed of representotives of the oligarchy and the military
caste, o bedy that will only fallow the directives of the mili-
tary. The idea of carrying out o constitutionalizotion under
conditions of harsh repression of the mosses, bors on leftist
political porties, the exiling of political and trode-union lead-
ers, the imprisonment of many political leaders — amang them
v |l known workers leoders and frode unionists — corresponds
o' strategy designed to aveid real demacratization of the
country ond instecd o set up an electoral system that weuld
allow for the continuity of the counterrevelutionary system in—
ougurcted Tn August 1971,

Under these conditions, the duty of the working clms is to
conquer and defend the application of democratic liberties,
which medrs respect for the democratic rights of all citizens,
freedom of frode-union organizofion, respect for frode-union
freedoms, the pessibility of free expression for all revolution-
ary politicol parties, and the declaration of o general and un-
restricted amnesty.

Confronted with this sifuation, the workers must build up their
awn methods of siruggle: the conguest of their rights willbe
pessible only through their own efforts ond socrifices Tn strug-
gle.

4. ‘When the government indicates that it is Tnclined to outh-
orize the functioning of the Central Obrera Baliviana (COB --
Bolivian Warkers Confederation), it is trying to chonnel the
workers arganizatiors into s proposed institutionalization,
that is, to domesticate them and subject them to its designs

as simple oppendoges of the government's awn palitical orien-
tation. The declaraticns the government hos made on this sub-
ject have been cleor and decisve; it hes explained theat it
wants to reorpanize the COB by utilizing elements foreian

te the warking closs. There is no doubt that this represents

an attempt to reploce the reol COB by a tatally different and

foke organization. In foce of such an chsurdity, the mine work-
ers have the duty to struggle ko win the right of the COF -
function from the rank-ond-file level up, to win the i

it fo be run on the basis of ifs troditional revolutionar,  .oss
principles. 1t is only on this basis that our maln ergenizaticn
hos been built in the fong and difficult process of struggles

that we hove waged ogoinst the enemies of the workers.

5. The August 1971 coup directed its full barbarism foward the
students and the universities, not only because the regime hod
to confrant them physically, but clso because it hod to dis—
mantle the main bases of resistance Tn the cities. This fact
determined the virtuol destruction of university outoncmy and
was followed by efforfs to reconstruct the universities os bodies
complately dependent on the state. The foct thet the univesity
students, afer three years of humiliotion ond silence, hove
again entered into active struggle for their rights thot have
bearn trompled underfoot is decisive proof that omong the pop-
ular masses there iz grect discontent about and resistance to

the pro-imperialist palicy of the government. The incorpora—
tion of the students into the struggle being led by the warkers
has a very great revolutionary significance . That is why in
endorsing the unity of the mimers and the students, we must
suppart the demands of our student comrades by repeating that
their struggle con go forward and attaln meaningful success
only if it is linked ro the couse of the praletariat; that is, it
cannct attain ity cbjectives outside the framewark of tha onti-
imperialist positions of the workers and the people.

After many years of pn|iric|:|f submission, the workers of the
countryside are entering inte the national pelitical owalkening
and are jeining in the general struggle of the Bolivion people.
This has been true ever since the fragic events at Cochabamba,
which clearly showed that the peasonts constitute a sectar that
suffers infensely from the conseguences of the eccnomic mea-
sures that are striking the pecple. The process that hes been
Tnitiated can culminate only in the overthrew of the govern-
ment demination that is new appressing the peasants. This iz

o task in which the mine workers express their solidority with
this impartant sectar, a naturol ally of the warling closs.

&, Frem all that we have soid, it follows that the problem that
presently confronts the mine workers and the rest of the ax-
ploited is located primarily in the arena of palitical struggle.
To fail to understand the sifuation Tn this woy would be o real
histaric fresponsibility that would fundamentally set back our
present trode-union and revelutionary leadership. Thet is why
it is importent to arjent the activity of the Federotion of Minerm
toward strengthening and broodening the unify of all the work-
ers ond exploited of the country, beginning with an effective
struggle for the functioning of the COB as the unired leadar-
ship of the workers mevement. ll
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CHILE

INTELVIEW

WITE A

DEVOLUTIONALY

We p!..lbhsh below an interview with o Chilean comrade of the
Faurth Intermational wha was orrested hwo weeks offer the Sap-
tember 1973 coup ond manoged to get out of Chile after aleven
months' Tmorfsonment, The inkerview deals primarily with two
questions: the relationship between the workers mobilizations
end the palicy of the Unidod Popular, and the sort of prepara-
tion that was mode before the coup, which everyone expected
after the June 29, 1973, ctfermpied coup.

* Ak ¥

Cluestion. Could you tell us chout the relatonship between

the workars mobilizations and the Unided Popular perties dur—
ing the three years of the Allends povernment?

warkers, both industrial and agriculturel, were permitted cer-
fain initiatives; they began ot varying rofes o make experi-
ments in workers administration and contral, MNevertheless,
the leading group of the Unidad Popular hod no clear wision
of what the state or the reletionship of forces would be. The
control af the party and trade-urion opparohuzes could pot
have bedn manifested more clearly. During this first period,
everyone, in all sectors, was frying fo go through new expe-
riences. Given the paralysiz of the country, emergency mea-
suras hod to be foken, This was o pericd of initiatives during
which the workerns were left alone. The workers upsurge weos
o strang that the political and trade-union bureaueracy could
net contrel it ond did not want to contol it, or, Tnony cose,
sow no way to do ik

But during the second year, the stote apporatus (penetrated by
the Unidod Popular) and the party bureoucrocies bagan to make
their domination falt. The Socialist party, for exomple, was
turmed inte o veritoble employment agency. The so-ceiled
"Clecupotion Commission” of the 5F Central Committee col=
lected dossiars and the chiafs of the eivil service wers abligad
fo amploy the people who were recommended . This procedure
spread info oll sectors of industry, comstruction, and 1o on.
Later, when the sectors of the economy were being divided

up, the politicol parties distributed the posts amang their mem-
bers. A bureaucratic layer violently imposed Tself against the
Tnitiatives of the masses during the second year.

In the textile industry, for example, the leoders who hod first
token over this social sector were removed. They were reploced
by a Textile Committescomposed of representatives of all the
UP porties. Little by little they mancged te paralyze the fex-
tile industry. Tha some thing hoppened in the constructien in-
dustry. The weorkers heoding the fndustry were reploced by un—
conditional supperters of the 5P, ond that led o o grodual po-
ralysis of the construetion industry as well; nothing wos baing
bauilt,
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In the textile industry, the benefiks thot were granted the work—
ars == in the form of yords of cloth given to eoch werker eoch
week -~ diverted the offention of pecple who thus did not seek
te win other benefits. The CP and tha SP basically limited
themselves o presenting demands similar fo the anes they hod
put forward befora (high economic demands, so that they could
get what they wanted ot the end of the negotiations), They
presented g series of demands to their own government. The
leaders of the LIP parties vigorously enccurcged the werkers

te roise only sconomic demands; nevertheless, in the construc-
tion industry, the Mueva Habena and Puente Alte work sites
reected ogainst this, understanding the folly of the trode-union
leaders ond their tendency to try to buy off the warkers. A

left opposition developed among the construction workers at
those two sites in arder to aveid snce ogain being turned to-
ward exclusively econemic problems ond obandoning fhe palit-
ical problems, which were mere impartant. The majerity of

the workers were directed toward economic proklems and not
toward the problem that everyane sow, the problem of the in-
cessant intensification of basic controdictions.

This layer of bursaucrats thot was sent into every industry did
ity bast-to impose ifs own rules. Thus, the well known low an
participation wos in practice a form of compromise of the wark-
ers with management, which was imposed from the top and

wos generolly a bod management. But the warkers were begin-
ning to replace this monogement with their own contral. They
hod leamed and understood that they could menage the fndus-
tries themselves ond soive their own prablems. In certain in-
dustries there was o rather clear will to'get rid of the political
and trade-unjen bureaucrats . This phenomenon developed mare
slowly in eariculture. The agricultural workers alse suffared
the Intervention of asessors and coordinators, but not at the
same rate o the other workers, In the construction industry,
for example, in the secand year of the UP government thars
was alreedy o general paralysis an the werk sites. In tha last
few months, joblessness reached 70 percent; the number of
warkers whe had nothing to do but come and pick up their
wages was very high, and these woriers were ashaomed.

Also, whan these some bureoucrals wha hoad paralyzed the in-
dustries called for deferse of the government (when parliamen-
tary chorges ware browght ageinst government ministers, for
example), the workers mobilized less and less sach time, be-
caouse they didn't see why they should defend these buregucrats
who they had been boost their ecanamic level very sharply.

In just a few manths they hod been oble to get hold of good
cars, buy houses in the "good neighberhoods, " and ostento-
tisusly live "la dolce vita," Such were the representatives of
the parties. Mot all of them were like that. Some really worked
vary honestly ond developed fias with the weorkers; but these
were very few ond, fn reality, the workers and pecsants sow
the growth of a bureaueratic layer that wes paralyzing them.



The phenomena of burequcratization and degeneration cropped
up in the sector of preduction and the public administration .
Given the l=3al regulotions (the low on the irremevability of
governmen: unctionories, passed during the Frei government),
the LIP could not appoint more than 2 percent of the function=
aries without dismantling the wheole opparotus. |t would simply
appaint functionaries close ro the president, people whe held
his confidence, elemants that hod integroted themsalves into

the previzus bureausratic apparatus and were already entrenched
ond would create new difficulties.

The bureaucrecy, which was alreody lorge numerieally, in-
cremad still more during the second year of the UPF govern-
ment. Mothing could ke done without prior consultation with
the political commissions of the various porties; o directer of
same public institution could not resclve onything without

first going to Merande (the street of the Moneda paloce, the
presidantial residence) or ta Son Martin or Teatinos {locatiors
of the headguarters of the Central Committee of the Commu—
nist gnd Socialist parties, respectivelyl, During the first pe-
riod, yeu could gat owoy with violoting the rules of the old
buresueracy, but later the new buresucrats deecided everything
and thus poralyzed procricol ly every sacial sector. The rela-
Hons between the workers, the poblodores [inhabitants of the
poblociones, the poor neighborhosds) and the governments be-
came mare difficult. Several Hmes the Ministry of Labor was
occupied by the workers fo make the government pay atten-
fion to their demands, something that never hepperned during
the first year. There wes a shorp change in the relations be-
rween the warkers, the parties, ond the stobe. Thers was the
development of o phase of decomposition that wes very obvicus
ta the workers in all industries and which led to their demobili-
zeition. The number of fimes the workers were caolled upon fo
march o the center of the city in pilorimoges —- that's what
they were called — to parode before "San Chico (Allende)
and chont "Wiva el Chice" and then immediately turn around
and go home eventuc|ly led to o certain wearinas

*

Gi. Aftes the chortive fancazo ot the end of June 1973 every-
o wos tolking chout the possibility of o coup. What did the
LIP porties and the other left organizations do to prepare the
masses for this possibllity?

A Ajfrer the foncozo, it was clear to everyone thot o coup
wos on fhe woy and the problem was to prepare for it. But dur—
ing this perfed there wo on even greater division babween the
parties’ Ssoden ond the rark and file. There were discussions
at the top Between the government and the Christian Demac-
racy e sey be find o solution. There were also discussions with
the cemesols, ot lecst during this period. The MIR did this oo,
The worksrs were conscious of the need to do something:

they formesl wigilence committees in the factories and on the
work siies, but because of the weapons-control law, the best
they could do wat to try to get organized. They succeeded,
for cxmmmlbs, in repelling some assaults by the Rolonde Matud
Commonds, which was acting with complete Tmpunity . The
laoders of the parties and the trede unions were continually
repecting B8 e workers that there wos no reasen to be con=
cerned, Bt “the generals are asleep, the officers are demo-
croty; see, fhere are some foscisi-like sectors, but they are
under conteals the porty will erganize defense when the time
comes.”

For the morken, this wos o period of interse agitation. The
cordones Industriales pressed for o certain mobilization, but
ot = very one, becouse they were already headed by

a bureoucratic layer of the parties and the CUT (Confedera=
eién Unica de [os Trobojodores — Lnited Workers Confedera-
tion}. Mewvertheless, the cordones tried.

¥*

Q. How did the workers ond the vaoricus paliticol orgoniza-
tiars react when the coup broke out on September 117 A lot
of contradictory things hove been writfen about the resistonce
to the coup. Could you teil us concrerely what was the reality
and the strength of the resistance?

A, According to the information frem those who porticipoted
in them, it wes in the cordones (in particular Carrillos and
Wicufia Mackenna) ond in the agricultural zones around San-
tiogo that the main resisfonce occurred. The waorkers organized
reslstonce wherever they could. Thus, in Cordon Cerrillos. they
blocked the streets, distributed arms, ond confronted the mili=
tary . But the worken octed by therselves, withaut any coor-
dination or leadership. For the most part it was young workem,
members of al| the parties ond those thot were in no porty ot
all, not just, the militants of the MIR and the revelutionary or-
gonizations. In the cenfer of the city the resisfonce davelopad
only arcund the Ministryof Public Works; the hecdquarters of
the parties. were destroyed early in the morning.

The workers did nat abandon their work ploces, despite the
order for o "strategie retreat” thiat come dewn on the night of
September 11. Many of them could not believe that order and
woited two ar three doys for their leoders to call tem fo oc-
tion. Then the military tock over the factories and tronsferred
the people they found there fo concenfration comps. Wherever
the workers resisted, they were massocred. Among those hald
in the Motional Stadium, nearly 90 percent were young work-
ers, less than thirky years old. The constant question every
time o new group of prisoners amrived was, What factory: are
wou from?

As for the participation of the MR in the resistonce, one can
say that these militants participated in the bextile industry and
in Cordon Cerrillos, but more through individual initiative
than by centralized leodeship. Apporently, no system of liai-
son had boen developed. According to the information of the
MIR militants wha were foken prisoner, there waos po rel plan-
ning, nor defense, nor counferoffensive. |t wos the rank and
file militonts that acted. The IR leadership did net come far-
ward and there wos no concerted action: The MIR militants
also participated in the resistonce in the agricultural zene
around Santiago, but in the some woy as in the ciby.

In Santiage, the encampments and poblaciones that could be
soid to be contrelled by the MIR did not react either. This was
not o portial phenomenon; it eccurred inall sectors. 1t did
naot affect only certain parties; it was general . Everywhere
there wos a cerbain fatalism; i was proctically a surrender.

The city of Santiage, that is, grecter Santogs, hes'a popule-
tian of around 3 million. lh the construction industry alene,
there were 40,000 warkers. Mevertheless, o totol of not mare
than 20,000 troops were oble to fake contral of the city Tn o
few hours.

The workers ware in their wors pleces, where they went when
they héard the news of the military wprising in Valparaise.
They were ail prepared to reipond fo the call of the leaders
af their unions and parties. But they woited in vain.

The conditions for resistance fe the coup existed. Firstof all,
the workers had the will to deferd themselvas, os they did in
fact an their gwn initictive in the rore ploces where they hed
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the means with which to confrent the milifary. And up to g
rather late hour of the moming of September 11 there were

also means of communication; proof of this is that Allende him-
self pwice spoke to the counfry on the radic, but not to isue
the orders that the workers and pecsants of Sonticge were wait-
ing for. lrstead, he oppecled for colm and told the workers
net to leunch any action that weuld lead to o massocre; o mas-
sacre thot wos not averked on ony come. Mo leoder of the UP
or the other movements used these means of communication fo
call on the workers to struggle. MNor did the ormed apparotuses
of the partias and movements give the workers the arms they
hod, except in very rapre coses.

The irability of the leoderhip to aceomplish its fask must be
traced b the old refarmist tredition, o decodes-old trodition
of entrenched distrust of the working class and distrust of the
initiotive of the workers on the part of these leaders, who for
a long Hime had managed the proletariat in their cwn interests.

In face of o coup that everyone had predicted would come
soon, they poralyzed the initiatives of the working closs,
called on the workers ta have "confidence in the professional
army, " which would respect “the constitution and the low, ”
amd refised on mony occasions te give the workers the arms
they were asking for. They obstinately sought insteed to form
cless alliences with the Christian Pemocracv

But the Chilean workers and peasants saw hew they octed; ond
not anly on September 11, alss during the three years of the
Unidad Popular gevernment. Among the “prisoners of war® the
"Declaration of Rome" fssued by the UP porties wes very badly
received. {The declaration mode cerfain criticisms of the way
the UP policy was carried out, but reaffirmed the general strat-
gy of class collaboration and the “peoceful road to secfalism.
See |NPRECCR Mo.4, luly 18, for on analysis of the declara-
tion.) The cammon reaction was: "They are still repeating the
same thing, but they don't say o word o explain that socialism
iz not dead in Chife." Hl

FRANCE

psu divided on_sp

The last mesting of the Mational Council of the PSU (Parti
Socialiste Unifié==LUnited Socialist party, ocenfrist ferma-
tion) led fo o cherge in the leadership of the parfy. The de-
bate at the meeting was exclusively about whether or not fo
fuse with the new Secialist party led by Frangois Mitterrand
after the Assembly for Socialism called by the SP for October
12-13. Tha 5P is moking use of its success in the presidential
election compaign te try to draw into its ranks both a section
of the CFDT {Canfédération Frangaise Démocratique du Tra-
vail-=French Democratic Confederation of Lobor) and the PSU.
For saveral months, the eld leadership of the PSU hod alrecdy
besn working with the leadership of the 5P, especially the
Maursy majerity tendency, behind the bock of the parfy.

Three tendencies clashed of the Maotional Council. There was the
old majarity, led by Rocard and Chapuis, which accepted

the entry intoe the 5P and got about 35% of the votes; the left
tendency, led by the federations of Paris {Mousel) and Besan-
con (Fiaget), which rejected entry into the SP an the basis of
a perspective of self-managed socialism fo be achieved
through the destructian of bourgeois institutions. Their inter-
ventian was rather confused on various points, notobly on the
rale and nature of the revelutionary porty. This left tendency,
miare and mere influenced by former Communist militants who
have rollied to the PSU, got about 409 of the vates, which
represents a goin of about 109 compared o the vobe it got
during fhe fight around the question of whether to un Pioget
as o candidate in the presidential elections last May.

Finally, there wos a third tendency, much more heterogene=
sus politically, which wos closer fo the general fines of the

Common: Progrom (of the CP-5P electoral bloc, the Unfon de
la Gouche} but oppesed adherence to the SP essentiolly by
plaving on Sparty patriotism™ and the repulsion against the
5P that s4ill exists, sspecially omong the very powerfis! radi-
calized Christion sectors in the PSLL

This-switch Tn the majerity of the PSLU is an jndex of the grow-
ing distrust among on impartant layer of rodicalized workers
teward the aperotions the 5P is trying to carry out affer Mit-
terrand ‘s electaral bredkthrough. The some sort of reticence

is oppearing more and more among the rank ond file of the
CFDT, and it is clear that the pcu.Tﬁnn of the PSU will coal
off the ordor of those who were prepared to rejoindhe 5P on
the bosiz thot the presence of the PSU woold represent o guar-
antee in the cperation. MNevertheles, the broadening of the
SP will not be fundamentally-set back by the pesition token
by the PSLL. Mirterrand himself did not wont to eccept Rocard
gnd the ond the right wing of the P5U and he did not want to
have "ultroleftiss" entering his party. It con be expected
thot Rocord and the whole old leadarship of the FSLU will go
inta the 5P, taking 2,000 to 3,000 militonts with them.

But it is mow that the real prablems will be posed for the PSL,
an organizotion. thot will remain with chout 5, 000 members .
It will ne longer be “recognized™ by the CF and the 5P and
will howe o hard time playing ik fraditional role of courrier
between the revalutionary for-left and the reformist porties.
The process of palitical clarification and achieving unity in
action with revolutienaries—notebly the FCR {(Front Cdmmu-
niste Révolutionnaire--Revalutionary Communist Front), the
French Trotskyist arganization--will be the two key problems
that the PSU will hove to debote. Il
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