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1. New York, N. Y. Sept. 17
Sept. 21

Readmg, Pa. .Sept. 24
“.Be Youngstovm, 0 Sept. 25
'@ Cléveland, Ohio Sept. 26-30

7.  Akvon; Ohio ..Oct. 1.3
" | 8 Chicago, HL. ..Oct. 4.-12
F o Minneapolis, St. Paul,
Austin, Minn
Fargo, N. D,
- Nebraska' . ....Oct, 13-20
- |.10. Denver, Col. ....Oct. 24-25
,,‘11‘ Salt Lake City, _
S e Utah iTaia.. Oct, 27°28(
12. San  Francisco,
" - Berkeley, Oak-

hn& €alif. Oct. 30-Nov. 5

q;l& Btocldm:, Fresne,
.. €CaBf ........Nov. 6-8
14. Los Angeles, San
Diego, Pasa-
‘dena, Calif... Nav. 9-14
15 Phoenix, Ariz. Nov. 16

Llﬁ. ‘St.' Louis, Mo... Nov. 20-21

f‘i',_luid Erber Leave On_g

Natlonal Tours

1 A huge mass meetmg- in New York Crty on Sept 17y
; "-§1nit1ated the national. orgamzatxon and speaking - tours ||

| of Ernest Erber, National Chairman and, Nathan GOuld, H
tional Oorganizer of the Y.P.S.L. - The tours will
k the -beégining of-a campaign to:
build the ¥ P.S.L. - The extensive itinerary arrangedﬂ B
b the Natlonal Bureau of the Y, P.S L WIH take at.

. 510 In&anapohs, Ind. Oct. 17
'11. Louisville, Ky: .

N

onso:hdate and

|-eaptioning -a United Press . dis~{,
B patch hfom Shanghm on. Septem-

| significant. news ftems that has-
| yet éome out ‘of the Far East

Amerlcan Marmes
Help in Crushing
Chmese Masses

ly “Lucxfer”

“U. S. Marines - Quell 1000
Rioting Chinese’ "—this headline,,

= Contmued on. page 3

o e ‘ged to “watch for further announeements of the || -
¥ _tou and to read the reports of the  progress of the ||
1 tours which' will appear -in- the Socialist - Appeal. and

% - Tﬁe Challenge of Youth.: The followmg is the 1tmeray

ERBER

t. Gardner, = Fitch-
burgh, Worces-

- ter,: Mass

2. Boston,

.. Sept. 20-26
Lyml, . .
CMass, ... ... Sept. 27‘30

3. Albany, N, Y. . .Od. 1
4. Syracuse, N. Y.: Oct. 2
lthaca, N Y. ﬁ-. .Oct, 3

Rnchester, N, Y Oct 4

7. Detrmt, Mich. Oct.
8. Toledo, Ohio ... Oct. 8
9, Cl\loago, lll ... Oct, 9 lb

.0ct. 18
2. Columbus, - Ohio. .Oct. 19

13. Washington, D.C. Oct. 20 |
[ preferably before October 15th,

14. Baltimor-e, Md... Oct. 21
15 Philadelphia, Pa. Oct. "22
16. New York, N.Y. Oct. 23

' STRIKE IN BROOKLYN CAN

FACTORY

fifth ‘week . of strike under the
leadershlp of - the -SWOC, “Four

iy o ‘ |to carry on” a ‘desperate fight.

. 'NEW Y,(Z)RK,ISept'. 16, — 'The:
“:atrikers of the Cordiano Can Co.
in’ Brooklyn are entering their

weeks of strike have passed,
mdlcatmg that the ‘boss intends

About - eighteen: - palice-escorted
plug-ughes are . turning out a
small . quota: of cans.

| comings .of this jssue, the first.
'|in the New Series. We have . in
Jtmind. a_picture of .the attractive,,
|| snappy _paper we:would like to

|| difficalt. We haven't the money.

| the - finances.

[ your literary help.
1 carry stories about.what.is hap-;

lers and student of America, youj
{will have to write. them for us.
| The more we get, the more select-|

f[to a poem. We make only one
[ condition—please try to-type. all.
- 'f Jetters and - articles intended: for
. ‘publication — double or triplef

.| paper, and they sheuld be short.

lare - considering it.
l'-

{workers most of whom are in’

Is Up To You |

We are well aware of the short-\

turn out. Given our poor tech-
nical facilities, ~that is- rather

for. color, for cuts (pictures), for
more pages.. But we’ll let the
Business Manager worry -about

-What. we want,. is your help-
If we’re to.

‘pening among the young work-|

‘ive can we be. Om columns_are
‘open #o anything from a panning’

"spade, and on one side of the}

| A1l material for the next issue
must be in .no later than, and

We have heard many ‘comrades
comment that they would prefer
to see a magazine, Very well, we
Meanwhile,
you may send us your algumentsf’

will print as;many as we can.-

i 102 delegates :

. {Ninth: National Convention of the |
‘| Young Peoples: Socinlist . League.
| They. came by :every route from

‘| proxies’

.} bany,

for one or the other—and’ 'Wef

e

ENTION ADOPTS
SOCIALIS

Meets in Spirited Sessions 4

The Ninth National Convention of the Young People’s.
Socialist League, convened in Philadelphia on Septeimber

{3rd, enthusiastically adopted

revolutionary principles and

, 1a1d ambxtlous plans to lmplement these principles.

e, —eliecoaadd Caes nafhiatibed MLAET Seron

The convention of 102 delegates represented 1000 of 2
the: most active rev olutxonaxy -elements. from coast to coasE :
‘and included seamen, - agrlcultmal WOrkers rubber work—. 3
‘ers, steel workers- and 1epresentat1ves of other ma.Jo e

|industries. . Several -who. attended were out on bail for'
‘lelass” struggle actlvrty These young. workers and students §
una.mmously passed a resoiutxon for:the- formatlon of the

a’cbended the

27 cities in 11 states. “Two came.
by sea . (from Galifornia);, some:

.|by car; some by -thunsh, box-car,

and bus. They came to Phﬂadel-

militants, and lent their prole-
‘tarian vigor to the wmost spiri-
ted. convention in the history of
the League,

Where did they come from"

- 'Eight trekked the long distance
from California (Pasadena, San

could not make the long journey

‘serve -as their proxies (Berkely,
Stockton, and one Los  Angeles
circle. "I‘hey - were " the
“seated “.as delegates.)
‘Four came from .Minneapolis; 23
from Chicago; 3 from Akron; 4
from Boston; 6 from Newalk

Lynn, Dorchester, New
‘Haven, - Beading, Philadelphia,
ville—each sent eme or two dele-
‘gates. A comrade from - Balti-
'more was sealed as a- fraternal
delegate; so was a comrade from

| Gardner, Mass:, and a comrade
from St. Paul, the regularly elec-
latter-

ted -delegates from the
having been unable to come,
though their -credentials came by
mail,

(Cont.inued on page 3)

away Cordlanos cans and ‘thus
unite in action with these young

|their first union and first fight

The strike could be ended in a

day if - the -teamsters, -under’ theagamqt the boss.

A. F. of L.; would refuse to haul gets tougher, the strikers are
{ numbers

tr}rnmg out in greater
for the daily mass -picket line

sung with the aid of Yipsels who

As. the fight

live in the vicinity.

phia representing 1000 young

Diego, Los . Angeles, Dominguez |-
1 Hill, San Franeisco). Nine others

and -elected eastern comrades to

~only |

Rochester, Syracuse, Ithaca, Al-

‘Youngstown, Cleveland, Louis- |

No delegate was seated unless:

|where militant workers songs are.

centrist “cont,rolled admlmstra-
‘tions. : i
‘When' it b@oame’-'bvxous to the

that

centrists and reformlsts

'thelr long anﬂ ﬂagrant campmgn e

of gerry-mander—inclading’ falsl-)
fication of dues records, fantastic

,apportlonment of. delegates, in- -
validation of legltlmate electxo Sy

and even attempted mass exp

into -a majority the Clarity con-.
tlo]led NEC attempted as a last:

convention.

NEC Acts as Crec!’entfal
Committee - - o

ing (for which the ¢onvention
was postponed) showed that the
intention of the NEC was. to. set.
iself up as a credentials: com-
mittee for the convention. Apphed
to the crucial situation in New.
York, the machine-vote of 5-2. of

contested Barshop District Exe-

presented by the Provisional
District Executive Comm]ttee

This decision, permitting one
of two contested delegations to
vote upon the validity of their

tory of the YPSL. Greater bodies:
have hesitated to take. steps of
such flagrant bureaucracy, but
for the desperate Clarity NFC
there was no choice,

This motion, passed late Thurs-
day afternoon, removed from the

in the League) .

committee and to vote upon con-
(Continued on page 2)

sions in New York Clty———would 8%
fail to tnn the centrist minarity, =

hysterical action to fmestall the'

The first session of the Natio-
nal Executive Committee meet- .

the Clarity NEC, recognized the -

cutive Committee. as legitimate’
and by that action, sliced off the .
‘950 members of the league re-

own and their opponent’s delega-
tion, is unprecedented.in the his-.

convention (as the highest body
its inalienable’
right to elect its own credentials
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Adopts Program

of Revolution|

(Contjnued from page 1)
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. 4ested delegations. By this action,
the-NEC and its meager follow-
ing-of centrists and. right wingers
sph;; .themselves from the over-
whelming. majority of the mem-
Pership.. It remained only a ques-’
“tion of time before the patience
of the left wingers would givey
out in the face of these maneuv-’
ers.

The next day, originally

. have ‘been the second day of the
_wconvention, Al Hamilton, Natio-
@l Secretary, refused to present
- 2-full credentials report. It was
apparent that the same procedure
witi¢h had been used in the case
-of the New York -City left wing
dﬁegatlon might very well be
pursued with regards. to other
left. wing . delegations throughout
the eountry.

This - Friday morning (ses%wn{
was held in the headquarters of
the Socialist Party. The hall was |
Jammeﬁ with delegates and visit-

. o Everyone was aware of the.
", Preat importance of the meeting.-
- Despite the great impatience dis- |
played at times by.the delegates’
!h demanding that further stall-i
_ing be ended and that the con-
ventlon be convened, it now being.
. & day and half overdue, the. aud-
. ienee listened intently to the
. Pregeedings which. they realized:
‘Were deeiding the fate . of Lhe

ue.

i

. tiom to investigate the California;
- 7 situation when ‘all possible facts:
- xegarding the crrmmal acts of:

) {Ward Rodgers ‘hailed onr - Cahi- |t

fornia comrades into a capitalist

gdourt when, .~ as 1epresentatw
of ‘the majority they refused. to’

. turn over Party property to him. |

H thus violated the ‘most aeie-

Wenary pr‘mclple _of ,
By ethics. See: Sodiatist Appeal,;
for Sept. 11, For photestat of

eourt summons.—E4. §

" %he Clarityites introduced a
Totion to -admit only those mem-
bexrs who adhered to the Barshop
- Gommittee in New ‘Yor‘k with the
Provisional . Committee allotted’
,time for a spokesman. Upon gues-
i;mxﬁng, the Clarityites declared

t the Barshop delegation would,
be seated with permission to vote’
pn the appeal against their being’
Seated, and on the seating of the
Teft wing delegates!

... JEwber Opens Convention

“Whith the NEC now clearly.
" ¢stgblished as an illegal body,.
exercizing powers. beyond its:
~Timits, and with the delegates
“gager to go on to the business,
of the gonvention, Ernest Erber,
.National Chairman of the League.
Apd ¢hairman of the NEC, de-
chr.ed the NEC meeting adjourn-
" e ‘and the convention opened with
‘the singing of the “International.”

.‘The response was ingpiring.
The emall hall in the Phila--
delphia- S.P, hea.dqum*ters ‘Tang
with the singing, and even -the
Barityites were impélled to. join
in. Hamilton, refusing to admit
democratlc .defeat,” called upon
the “loyal” members to leave the’
- hall .and to recopvene in the
Young Women’s Christian Asso-
diation. So small in numiber were |
ﬂw_ splitters. that there was no
vac&ncy in the ‘hall after the,m
shameﬂul walk-out. ..

" More than any . ofher aﬂt, t}le;
mikmg out of the gentrists 46~
wenstrated - beyond . refutation:
ﬂ:ﬂt the.. Young ,Peoplﬂ's Socaa&

to |

After passing a shameful mos

‘and trade umon ﬁeids Thls, and
|the problem of mncremzmg this. |

36 New: rk Subs Interrupt -

..

Bus i

i!ongry, hongry are we

Just as hongry as hongry can be,]
“We don’t get paid for our labor
So hongry, hongry are we.

In our opinion the abpve verse,’

one of the many written into a
song by a negro comrade from
the south, describes accurately]
the state of a business manager.
1 have always visioned him as|
something of an octupus who|
wraps his many arms around his ]
helpless vietitns .and squeezes:
them dry.
When money ‘is contributed or
subs sold, he chuckles with grim’
glee and reaches out for more |
constantly thirsty, he drinks:
selves and has a boekpeeper’s’
stomach made of brass\ I have
even heard of him eating dollals;
bills.

FLASH! The Newark comrades
have come across with 36 subs,
signed, sealed and delivered. They |
have shown the way and this
column is now rubbing its itching
palms,

: £ % ¥

But far be it from. a business
‘manager to say, “Comrades, you
have dome your share, sit baek
and rest.” Not when there are
things happening — strikes in
California, = Chieago, Akron,
Newark and New York, studemts
becoming more class econscious,
young workers caught in the
dilemma of capitalism. He be-’
dieves ‘that there are brothers,
who must’ 'b,e reached with a

| members of wyour circle.
|them get out and sell the Chal-

Managcr’ s Spiel

paper vital aﬁd Mmmmg wi«uh’

news from every front.
We want this paper to reach
out inte the great masses of |

{youth in America. We want them,
to know that the Young People’s:
1 Secialist League is fighting in

trade union struggles, on the

1 eampus, on picket lines, in shops,
offices, and faetories from New;

York to Frisco.

must do his share. A campaign

|kas already started. We want
| money to pat gut issue after issne
{'of The «Chaiienge of Yoath so

that you can tear off your ca-
lendar by it. In every section of

place, socla’ls ‘are being held,
subs seld. 'Activize the. other
Have

lenge outside the League. And do

own, and don’t wait for further
pleadings
start the Challenge drive. = .
Pledges, subs, eollections, eont-
ributions, donations, even plain
downright charity —we'll . take
anything. We pride ourselves on
having no pride, that is, pride in
raising cash {o put this paper
ngt vregularly. And we'll be
mighty proud to see The Chal-
Jenge out monthly and know we
have the most powerful weapon
of revolutionists at our command.
Everyone of us
that splendid acheivement.
' R*US’SEL CLOU. Di

;st League WS, mt w1th the |

splitters, . the bureancrats, and
the reformists in the Y
‘The gene1a1 orlentatlon ‘of the

-approach; - absorbed the  greatest
;amount of time on the conventlon
floor. -

n addition to the wnanimously
passed resolutions on the Fourth,
International amd Spain,

the |
|separated question of material
add to the Spanish govermment |

Makes Gums

Syracuse: and Adbany and signi-

throughout- the state.
It is a story of dramatlc high-
lights and persistent - day-to-day

cible ousting-ef up-state ezgani-
zer Eleanora Deren from the

| passed with seven recorded op-

posed. A resolution on the im-
mediate #4asks in the student
movement, calling for left-wing
oppositioh te the Stalinist-led-
Popular-Front tendency in the
ASU, had the almost cemplete
.endorsement of the convention.
The labor party- question, on
which a minority pro-L.P. reso-
lution was introduced, -received
full and thoreugh discussion and’
debate with the minerity reso-|

|Intion reeeiving four wetes.

A mere vecitation of the faets.
of the conwvention could in ne
way eonvey the intemse enthu-
siasm - of the delegates, and the
| inspired mature of the sessjions.
After having strained at the bit’
of refonmist ideology for so long,.
‘the delegates were omby 09

lanxiows to retarn to their respec-
|tive localities amd begin building
|on the fine revelutienary Mhasis

whigh had been iaid dewn.

The ' eonvention was concluded |

wiih the electien of the National
Offigens -
eoutive Committee-and. its alter-
nates. -

" (Continued on page 8)

NEW YORK CONFERENCE TO
ELECT NEW DEC

On September 25th and 26th,
the New York district of the

| Young ‘Peeples Socialist  League

will' hold -2 special conwention fo!
‘veorganize the distriet upon 2
more efficient hasis, and 4o lay.
plans for revolutionary = work.

‘the

and the National Ex-

Syracuse University «campus for
distribution of anti-ROTC
leafeets. With neither a . party
organization or @ trade-union
tradition in the working-class to
help them, the young SBocialists
grew to the point -where they
could establish a regional orga-
nization. Later they opened a
bockstore in Syracuse, ran -am
instructive and inspiring Little
Red ®choel House on Cazenovia
Lake and attained prestige
th1oughout up-state fer their
work in the labor and student
movements,

Foday, under the leadership of .

the newly eclegted executive sec-
retary, Bert Randall, and the
Regional Executive <Committee
(Norman Gailor, Ben Alexander,
Marie Plassman and John Cara-
mia) the region is well ok its
way +to further growth .and
strength in up-gtate New ¥York.

among the New York wouth.

ficers of the League and the

| Party on ithe national situation
|and will be followed by a mepert

from the Provisional Distrie Ex- !
ecutive Committee. ‘The :Conven- |
tien will then proceed to its meain
point: reports and iseussion on
‘vanious aspects of worlk.
Sunday, by-laws will .be adopt-
ed and the New . York Bistrict/|
Execntive -Committee wil be

elected.

| they "didn’t centrol

the country meetings are taking, the National Convention......

YOUR part. Get started on your.

from this columan to

meenamm in Rechesber, Ithaea, !

ficant nucleis in indnstrial mtap_ with sotes meveriboloss A W

activity begining with the for-

Young

b National Executive Committee
1 members, and 22 from the.rest.of
the country at Philadelphia over.
the Lapor Day week-end at what
purperted 40 be a National Con-
vention -ef . Socialist Youth !

YPSL as its stronglhield. Pelhaps
the Party
NEC, perhaps they were a small-

Every cemrade in the League {mmorlty in New York,—but as.

or the yenth, ¢h, that was another |

; 'mtness New York, Phi-
i __veland “ete., ete.
and see all the Young
Clm‘ltyltes, from all over the
country, trooping into Philly for-
We
came, and saw and turned away.
disgusted.

After walking out of the Con-
vention when National Chairman
Erber opened -it, the Clarityites

their own three-day “conveéntion.”
Friday afternoon, after they split,
they spent listening to speeches
by ‘Al Hamilton & Co., and e]ect-
ing committees.

Saturday, Clarity Strips
The second day of the. Clarity-

by two highlights. First came]
comrade Al Hamilton with a re-’

|'port on the state of the. League, |

4 2k of the delegates,
shall share -~’m'Ul’l‘fj}m"uln ely £ ¥

‘however, comrade Hamilton has

ibad eyes, and so he must have]

Imissed. reading that seetion of |

{every mational secretary’s repert]

Upstate YPSL

{which gives the figures on the,
membership and growth or dec: |

Tetar. flung area o v stwte N;w%;.xsimmefui nakedness of‘ that re-
-Ym‘«k_ ‘Now' there is a thriving
membership - of 50, with circle;

port! 92 delegates were seated—,
53 from New. York! That. ‘leaves
|89 fox the west of the comnty. Five'
of -these ‘were NEC membex's, not
dlected us delegates, but seated
demoer&tae proeedure'g . That
Philadelphia,—leaving 22 from’
the. whele remainder of " 'the!
eountry

From the .entire country west
of the’ M)ssxssrppl there was not .
one delegate! There are only six
or eight young Clarityites, scat-
tered and inaetive, in Califernia,

Clarity has long" clalmed the1

story. The youth belonged to |

went over to the YWICA to hold

right wing confab was marked]

‘leaves B4. ‘Of these, 12 were from.

lto . the. split. .,

The Spamsh Question

-After passing :a resolution .
./memorializing . Andres Nin, a re- -
selution. ineidentally, - which uses

language that, were it in an” Ay~
pea1 resolu‘tmn, they: would- call-

stalmlst gangsters”) . thgy

pmtant -questipn “of Spain:

The Clarity leadershrp 1nt;.or
duced their customary ‘provisio-
|naily revolutionary”
while a few delegates'introduc’ed

his statement shows
leftward tendency which, if fol-
1lowed to its logical = conclusion,
should lead these
take their stand with- those who

Spain and’ througheut .the’wm:ld,»._
the  Fourth Internationgl. '~
As was. to be expected,

right. wingers combihed. with’

;Clarity leadership fo' carty- their: .-

resgplution ovenw}hei mingly; the.

{ minority getting.7 or 8 voteq

International Question -

The centrists also introduced
a “resolytion” on the Intermatio-’
draw the lessons of Spain. The-

{the 2nd Internatiopal as bank-.
rupt and calling for work with
all forces in:favor of a.“new In-.
I ternatienal”; declares for remain-:

nyman B-ookbmder' of New
op (who - made a speéch at a’
calling. for. -its . digsolution, singe:
and there are only - Clexityites

T

tskyites Liave been: gotten: rid |

Ieft to fight against). e

" Barshop’s -neminatien was. tao
much- for this pl_etty much hand
picked “convention.” .As soon as"
his name was read, booing: and

hissing broke out. fven thé: Clayr-

‘Milwaukee sent three delegates. Litytes couldn’t stomach Barshop's

Chicago had no dele ates——Just

Cleveland YPSL—once a Clarity.
stronghold-— -doesn’t have - 20.
Clarityites left. A handfml in
| Michigan, and a Tew in Balti-
more—which elected two. dele-
gates for the 6 Clarityites who
attend meetings and the greater
jrumber of dues stamps pwrchas-

has outside of New York and
Pennsylvania. '

In Penusylvania: 10 to 15 in
Pittsburgh (about 4 active), 44
in Philly {to. our 20) and 5 in.
Reading, from whlch Mark Brown
was seated despite ; the fact that
he and comrade
tied in the vote with 6 votes each,

|after the first delegate, comrade ||
; _ | Pettinato, a left winger, had been |}
‘The convention will .open <on. :
Seturday, September 25th, with |
| reports from the Natiomal Of-

elected with. a clear majority.

votes -in thg D.B.C.

‘¥ight wingers,

| give them ten mpre.for scattered
smpport here .and - there. .
icountry. The result—840 — pe-,
lveals the complete fbankmptcy of;

ed on credit. These are all Clarity|

Hannula were v

.In ,qu_)_(ork Clarity got 117
eledtions, |
‘but at lepst a .dozen .of thosel
have come over to the left wing, |,
_s0 that together. with the 60 odd;
and what. dead |
‘wood they can get to pay up,|]"
Clarity is lucky if- it can get 200.

-200, 5, 42, 15,,.6, 10, 20, 6, 18,,;-’
8,———3&d up these tep figures and;

in &he:

| lies :and:txicks, The -entire Clavity - o
4 %086 scattered Clarityites. The

slate was, of course, elected since

. position, ..
a dissenting statement. Although . '
hastjly written, and not too clear; -
a - definite -
comrades to.
stand for the Spanish rewelution -

and for a. revolutionary. Party in; .

Cthe .

nal question which neglects to: '

{resolution, after characterizing

line of the League. The reason dng, il Bie 2nd Intemaftaenar s

,ﬁor zthe ‘Jovers1ght

ifan- Altrhanite). and- Irving Bars-. S
lc]arity caucus. the night befoxe -

a caucus fis-a «ﬁghtmg instrument ; -
and Adtmanites deft, now that-the

of,. and therefore there is no: oner :

met wrth‘ 1‘2 from Ph)iwdeipiua, HBSO members af the- YBS pr 0 s

* for 45 minutes the-realty 'Jmﬂ.f-f* o

“seetarian. anti-stalinism?”,’ (eg w3

no one was’ even put -up against. - ..

Barshop.

Hamilton. uepgmed on - meet- bt

ing with the YCL .at which: the -
YCLers said that now that the.. .-

“trotskyites” were expelled the .
“YPSL"” and the Y.CL esuld. get,

together—on such th_ings as. the: . -

expulsion. of the “trotskyites™
from the trade unions?! Hamllto'l s
answer -was. that. they “wouldr’t
do anything of the sont,althougli, .
.of course, they would. not act as.
“defense 'atterneys for the Trot-.
skyites.” :
And then :they admmne;;i
DONALD BERGNER

Official Menthiy - (kgnn of .
“the Young Peoplels
Socialist - League -

.of America

116 Unwelslty P]ace,
New York City~ - S

‘Emmmel Garrett ’Ed}tor
ansell Claud Brusuiess ng

SUBSCRJPTION RATE
LMc per year, 25c for ﬁmfhs

i
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Marines Intervene

forU.S. lmpemhsm
In Sino-Jap War

(Contmued from page 1)

1,000, flour-miilt ‘workers. who- de- |

manded @& month’s salary in ad-
vance on agcount of theé Chinese-
“Japanese war—raging only a few
yards from their- wotk rooms....
The . Marines, British seldiers,

“miembéfs of the Shanghsai Volun-

“teer Corps and municipal police
.aided .in suppressing it. Twenty-
five -Chingse. were taken to hos-.
prtal suffering from the effects
‘of the - tear gas and scal‘p
-Wwounds,”

i Employment of Anm'ican arm-
" ed forees to bludgeon’ iearfully-
explmted Chinese workers into
‘subrinigsfon to thelr bosses hag
“culled forth 1ot o Brosth of pro-
kot “fromh - the - “Commumist”
party, nor from- Thomas- Altman-
yler combination whick controls
of the Socialist
Party,  Indeed, the Stalimists,
through' their Daily Worker and
New Masses, have been tireless
‘dvorates of armed intervention
1 the Far Bast strogele by
American -imperialisi in . concert
with the other maJm robber
Powers. )

" True, the Stalinists want the
intervention to take the form of
aid ‘t¢ -oppressed China against
rmperiahst Japan. -~ But, having |
“long sitice threwn @Verboard “the |-
* Marxist-Leninist ~ c(ﬁ_weption of
the character and role of impe-
rialism, they refuse to see that
any kind of inferventionr by an

i m\periahst power in a4 straggle
and  vialism, JI‘he ‘Happening at Shang—-‘ :
ade 2

Between: i ‘opprodved naﬁm
1ts ,xmmednato mpermh

L :,Impenaﬁs‘ts o

The ' new Stalinist -conception
of 1n1per1ahsm is that thele are
“good”;  “ipesiceloving” - Powers
and “bad 7 “gggressive” Powers..
American - imperialism, according |

- to this. thoroughly false dnd so-

elal-patrictic notion, falls in the
former category. Hence the si-
]ence of the Stalinists concerning
the’ slugging of Chinese workers

t Shanghai by American Mari-
ﬁes ‘Hence their. abandonment of |
revolutioriary  propagands . and
agitation among the.armed forces
of ‘American ~ imperialisid, the
vast majanty of whomy, drawn

" from the ranks of the werking}

“¢lass - youth;. have: cOMMON ¢alise,
ot “with thé imperialist govern-
ent “at 'Washington, but with

" the oppressed and expldtteti of

the entire world: - .

“The task of enhghtenmg the |
yoith i the Army (and this
" fhegns the Marinés afid the Navy,

« too) “as- to“their. true “class "alle- |

~giarice, of -instilling in thém an

undei*standmg of thefr h&hd with:
-the downtrodden ~and- explolted

7 vests rpx'imanlv ‘with -the  rewolus

¢+ tionary wocialist: youth. This work:

" ‘of: éduication and preparation for
the revolution has Feen -abmndon-
.. ed by - “sociglist” and  “cotmmnane |

e social: patriots. Use of U. 8.

"Mann;es “$0. suppress - i-the class

sfmggle &ctwitiw of - the Ch{nese

-wotkers -serves. to mp!msm xts
. prgeney. -l

“As: an xmmed:ate _step, Ylpsel
locals ‘and “district -organization
should ‘phss resalutions of protest.

-, against:the:action of the Marines

at Shanghai and forward  these-
~to-. the -Washington
.. governinent,; Similar - protes

Tt cant be Teft to-the Kuommta*g
government “and -its . ‘miserable’
- Stalinist ~servitors - to. ‘make -gro-
. velling ‘appeals to. the. Adnerioan.

e lmperialists and to- the: robben

. MOVES. should be: initigted wher--
'. ever possible in the trade uniens::

_(Continued from page 1)

he had been regularly elected by

required by pre-conventiornr rules.
-According to" these rules, circles
were allowed delegates in the
almost unbelevable ratio of 1 for
B thenibers, 2 for 8, 3 for 23, 4
for 38 and so on. In its opera-
tion, this worked against the left
‘wifig -(as the Clarityites - had
Horeseen it would) for the larger
cireles were -alinost exelusive by
left wing. (this was the smallest
“|obstacle put in the way of a full
delegahon from the left  wing.
 Add to this the movmg- of the eon~
vention fromwr the nrd-west to the
east, and the attemptéd gerry-
maﬁ&eﬁng’ of circle flgures and’
»ele@tlems) In the ecase of New
¥otk, wheére the organization had

Powers gathered at Genevs - to)
save Ching from Japan. The re-
volutlonary youth, treading the
path marked out by Lenin amd
Trotsky, will endeavor to inau-
gitrate a dampsign for working
class solidarity with the Chinese

only against the imperialist “ag-
gressors” but - against their own
native - exploiters as well, since
 these struggles are but two sec-
tors of a ¢ommon front, )

“The - campaign for werking
 class solidarity with' the straggle
of the Chinese masses 'against
‘Japanese imperialism necessarily
in¢ludes. agitation among the
-armied forees of American itape-

‘common csuse with the workers,
“with your own class,
socialist revelution.” Thls should
[be the keynote of our propaganda
among the troops. i

The action of Shanghm work-
ors. in striking -over a wage de-
mand at a time when the armies
of imperialist Japa,n are ravish-
ing the Iland gives a complete
and urnequivoeal lie to the Stalin-
ist claim that the elass struggle
has been submerged in & “national
united front” against the invad-
er. Chinése workers hate the im-
-perialist i’reebooters, ‘but : they
‘have nid ‘mere love for the native
explmter They are leéarning that
a successful struggle against tm-’
 perialighn; c¢arried to the peint of
‘China’s complete nationsl libera-
‘tion, canhot be waged under the
lésdership = and: contx"o]
chiinewe bourgeoisie and - its po-
htical rep“msenmwe the Kuotiin.’

"For the ,Ghmese bourgeoisie re-.
véals' at every step its owh com-
‘nection with imperialism. It fights
Japan, but unwrﬂingly, and fear-

-American: 1mgerm,hsm,
realize that vigtory is. 1mpos§1ble
withe fte own iadequate- :Eorces
'The Stalinist -traibors in Ching

+4are helping -in the inevitable sell-1 -

ont, - having surrendMed ~uneon-

of the flunkeys. = -

‘between - Ching’s ‘sttuggle; for
|nationa} independence and. their
‘own” struggle for economic and
sogisd--liberation; - - the: exploited-
imasses of China. ‘(in¢luding: the
sqldxers, who “are -giving - such
couragesiis- battle to: the Japar-

the namber of Yipsel members |

masses who wmust sfruggle not]

gwemment at Washmgton Make |

for the |

| bulletin”:

of ‘the | Within the Komsomol”.”

t:ang government- ‘at “Nanking. |

qng to. dfaw the’ masses’into the |
stiuggle - (they might” want. to go |
‘[*too fart”)y prepares toeffest d|-
eoniptomise with-the aid of Anglo-j-
singe it|.-

ditionally . t6 the Kuﬁmmtang
agammm. “They: are. fow- thef
:most  gevile ﬂunkeyMlunkeys s

Coming more tnd mre to real— 3
¢ the -insgparable. cmﬁeeﬁm :

“been split prior to the conven-

tiort, no delegate was seatéd vin
less he had been elected on the
ratio listed above. By general

agreement the Convention assig- |
ned the padding of delegations |

to the Claiity éauens.

. The delegates represented cir-
eles with a tetal membership of
985, among whe are.849 known
and registered left wingers. Add-

“ingr those cireles (St. Paul; Col-

wmbug, Quakertown, etc.) whick
sent. letters of solidarity, or cre-

dentials for delegates who could |

not come, the total of feft-wing-
ers, not genmeral membership, is
raised to well ever a3 thousand.
Roughly there are 200 'in .Cali-
fornig, 256 in- New York City, 50 ;
ih Minnesota, 54 i Massuchusetts |
(the book membership of 100
was ignored by our comlades),

187 in Chicago (a figure set by

Judalt Dol, the Clarityite ex-.

national adniristrative seetretary,|

though the real membership is

gver 200%, 70 in Chio, 60 ih New- |

ark, 50 i upstate New York and

 saller sums it the other loewlis|

ties. Significantly, the New
Yorkers constituted Iess than
80% of the entire delegation.

" Many delegates were unable to
come. 'Circles that were entitled
to 2 or 3 delegates sent only one.
Others were unable to- send any
delegates; Thus, circles fn Colum-
bus, Okie, Quakeéirtown, Pa., 8t.
Paul, Minn., Fresno, Calif., were

 not represented by delegates but

definitely indicated their loyalty
-to the convention and the Lengue.,

kweII as the strong minoritie§ in
rthe few localities where Clarity
Was able to muster a. majority.

Wﬁat Wel’e They Like?

feature of the cornvention was |
the composition of the delegates.
The earty, non-YWCA type of
delegates coming from Leagues
across the ecommtry, gave thel,
stamp of reality to the miss ac~
tivity orfentation of the comven-
thon, especially the. decisions on
trade wmion work. 66% of the
delegates were workers in indus- |
try—ranging from agriculture to-
atito . and - airveraft. They were
members of the National Manti‘me
'Union, Sailors Usoti of the Pa~
ific, Food Werkers' Bnion, United
Shoe Workers, United Automobile
' Wiorkers, Workers Allfrice of

+ America, and many others too

| numerous to list,

| How Dees This Contpare with
Chﬁty Caircnn? :

E}sewhe‘te in The - Chailenge,
the meeting of the Clarity-Hight
‘wing caucus is covered in great-
er detail. The simplest compari-
son here suffices. “Of the 93 dele-
gates at theflr meeting, 53, or
close to 66% came from New
York City., At the NEC meeting
which mets before the convention,
they had ‘the effrontery to in-
sist that these B8, representing
|hardly more than themselves . in
members, be seated as the New
York delegatlon with the right

_ The: Moscow Pravds for August
29 and -Komsemolskaya Pravda
for the:same date printed the
sensatiofial “Déciston - of - the
Fourth Plenunt of the Cewtrak
Committee of - the V.LK.S.M.
(Komsomol) On the Report ofs
Comrade Kosarev.”

This “deelston” on the state of
affairs i the Soviet youth orga-
nization is apparently the sole
result of the Plenum which was
in session for one
Atigust 21 to August 28, In the
words of the terse “imformation
“The Plenum heard
-and discussed the report of com-
rade Kossarev; “On the Work
of the Enemies.  of the People

- The. openting paragraphs of the
decmon adopted by the Plemam
provide an adequate sutmmary of |
the topi¢ undér discussion. They
read as follows:

During the récenit period facts
" have . been - aneovered velating
to eriminal subversive . sectivis
txes in the KXonisomol which
,testlfy to the fact that the
'ljroéskyﬁsﬁﬂukhaﬂﬂm sples,
térrorists, snd traiters to the
" Socialist. Fatherlmd have. been
operating for a long time in
the orgamzaﬁons of the V. L

KM, =

_The gang of Tretukymbank
harinist. fascists and spies has
jpe?ietrsted info the leadershib |
of a nomber of provineial dis-
 frict’ and’ - regional organiza~
~’t10ns ‘and even managed to in--
B ﬁltrate ﬁhe Central Committee

-ese mvaders} will ﬂm:ge a weapott
‘with which to'sweep all the ex-
ploiters, -foreign and native, .out
of their emtty; They -will build:
a4 nheéw .party; a revolutionary

party of the mert:h Irntematwnal

B2

week, from |

Executioner’s Axe Levels Youth: Heads

of the V.L.K.S.M.

As was already stated the re-
port concerning this diseovery
was made the General Seeretary
.01 the Komsomiol, Kossarev.

According to the decision -of
the Plenum the guilt fell on the
“Central Committee, the Bureau
of the C.C., the secretaries of
the C. €. and. IN  THE FIRST
PLAEE comrade Kossarev”. (Our
emphasis).

Among those singled out for
attack and condemried a5 “ene-
'fires of the people” (and no doubt
arrested i not already. shot). are
a number of secretaries of the,
C.C.: Saltanov, Lukianov, Fein-
berg, Andreyev, “and others”

|somolskaya, Pravda, Bubekin. -

. They are charged with work-
ing for the restoration of eapi-
talism. In the words of the plen~
um-deécision: “...they set as.their
goal the defeat of workers and
peasants, thelr enslavetsent, and}
the restoration. of the rulé of
andlords. and - eapitalists in eur”
country., .. They sought to -de-

‘youth of the merry, life, conquer~
ted. by the toilers . undes the. lead-.
ership of the party. of Lenin and;
Stalin. ‘Maving.no base or sup-
port among the nisses, the. gang
‘of servitors of Japanesg-Germun
Fageisin  in the - Komsomol, hid
their despicable = traitor’s faces,
'and by deceit penetrated into the:
Teading organs ‘of the VIE.8.Ma]w
and in  every . way wparried.on.
{wrecking “work within the ‘youth
and the Leninist Komsemof. They
recruited among . the . pnstable |is
elements ih the Komsemel cadies |
of -spies, dwersmmsts, terrorists,

and scouts. ete, etc.” .
{Coﬁtmued on page 7) o

Probably the most drstmcti\{e '

and the editor-in~chief of Kom- |g

prive the Soviet people. and our |

peal delegates had already been-

vention - deleghfes I’eﬁr'esenﬂng
‘Appeal cireles and memibers,
New York had 350 ddd: dw
.paying members. - Add 100 for-
more or less active peopfe ‘who-

Of these 4t least 250 supportetd
the left wing. THowever; court-
ing only. 200 for the left winge -
the most conscienceless €larityite
rwill - grafit. that—a. masimon: of
250 members is left for Clarity
land its caucus comrades of - the:
nght—mdependent aind, * not#so~-

v Bven using a Tower

tions, - Mfore many Teft witigers-

58 delegates seht by Gkri&y -
its- caucns is- still an. amazhng
joke. -
.largest"sﬁrgfe ‘Bloc “of vetes cast,.
and eonstituted Tully 41% of the:
-whiole. That three months. ago!)

convention) came two. delegates:
from €ity  College - (1€)—repre~

82 members which had in regular-
election desigtiated 3 left wing--
ers das its sp\?ketmIeﬁ So Wﬂfl’:
many’ othél' cirelkes. )

“Every precsution was taken ab
the League convention.- agamsﬂ
the padding of delegntes: T con--

left wing). Compare this- with
the 'six delegates allowed at the:

 [Leage cofiverttinen” for the 80 i

(resly Newatrle members, = -
Somewheré In an artidle writ-

the Clarity-Right caucus, apyears:
the whole show away. . Without
Hamilton, the Appeal might (1)

That, - i Hatailton's
tantemount: to- conceding, the ma--
jority of  the fational: Leagne
membership -to-the left wing, for

merely a characteristic of his:
literary, style when  his  distor-
tions  approach the trath. This-
admission culled from .a petty,
niping; childish . (so: -very, very-
chﬂdmhi effort -at belittiing | the
Leagte convention stands
pie wm to the cosrupt Cla
ity strmgy ~peforé the: comvens
| tion .and during . the. sessions. of

- mony.

and spmt' :
ence. is- s0 va:t ﬁ\at b Y

comparison.  remains, . ITn Pt
$mé Sistie ot the. Socialitt G‘ﬁly
.- cormpanion axtiele . te-Hamik
ton’s reveals.the -half. acamd,;be- 3

drscouraged _‘

w:ldered

Drime. Jus smnt* to '-.bellfw
is o fiat ehirp,

no‘need of; mp&y rhetoric.  The

~Hacts . of . guality -and- quam:ty
Ispeak for tﬁemsefves

 elected.. After the split, Clarity -
| sends to its pretense. of a com-- -

don’t pay dues. The total s 466,

foined in- solidarfty - with. it, “the

(The 13% votes were the-

To this Clarity .cauveus (called a. -

genting themselves in a eivele of

ten for the Socialist Call by AY
Hamilton, national secrétary o&F -

the New York dslegatmn, sayk-

the“burenesy ke refars too s -

588‘1!5-,

Further c&mpar:ison mfg'hb ﬁe S
made with: the Clarity- csum

=

Convéntwn Figures Show League' :
Delegates from all Fields of Work

21 people had cast votes m the i

a solemn sdwission that gives:

have had @ bare (M} mafority..
words; 1sw

*.@ur. League  convention peodm

figure, the 10F votés-pelied By <
the Appeal inthelwtemye%: :

trast, the CRifity caucus hadito-
pad -its - yesgions  with. wads of -
‘bluff te bolster their own morsle..

Five of theit delegates were:
m'ﬁ, membets of~ehe Natwmﬂ Exeeds

the  NEC. . Hamiltons fLaitare to- .
‘include “emy ﬂgumm :
:in hig mﬁn&egrqahed Tepdrt: df

& year's-activity, is. MW :

enthusfasim—all -that . wmos M i

- .h.
[.233




~ and “Social Science Study Club”, they became:

increasingly Socialist in Character and drew

~ ever closer to the activities of the local Party
- group..

movement was itself sufficient proof of the need’

- ation. Elrst olvmg the problem of youth organ-

_ tional Office, and then, when the demands prov-
+ &d too great, constituting a special youth depart-

% Partv prepared the ground for the orgamza-;

: %‘;':constltutlon by referendum vote that named the:
y orframzat}on the

. tion of 10,000 and some 350,000 pieces of liter-
“ature were distributed.

- ‘ing. comrades, both nationally and locally, were
" developing - politically and were slowly raising:
- the level of the movement as a whole. -

the war to the finish, even though the ‘finisk’}

" be better in the extreme test to die for peace in

AR ]

THE CHALLENGE OF: YOUTH

By Ernest Erber

-(The following was written by Comrade Erber
for publication in the Convention Journal by
the Clarity -editors. Despite the care exercised.
to avoid a factional treatment of the history of.
‘the YPSL, the artitle was still unacceptable to
‘the petty factlonahsts of the old National Office.
They. used instead an article by Al Hamilton
“that is worth noting for only one thing—Hamil-
ton’s use of material and quotations from a
previous article by Erber without showing
"enough decency to quote the source.—Ed.) -

The Young People’s Socialist League had-its
‘beginnings in the young people’s groups organ-
-ized on a local scale by members of the Socialist
Party interested in special activities to attract
young people to the Socialist movement. Often
starting with names as obscure as the “Athenian
‘Literary Society”’, “Young People’s Alliance”,

.

In 1912 the Natlonal Convention of the Party,
‘recognizing the fact that the spontaneous and
‘uncoordinated growth of the Socialist youth

of such a movement, took steps to give the youth
?movement an official status and national coordin- ;

ization to the women’s department of the Na-
»’ment with a full time director in charge the

ls orgamzataonz
-=1915 When the circles adopted 2

“Young Peoples SOClalISt
Leagu

"7 Two years ‘after the - national- orgamzatlon
‘Was estabhshed the'national secretary, William
Kruse, was able 'to report a membership of 5,000-
in 149 citiés.  The League organ, “The Young
‘Socialists” Magazine”, had achieved a circula—

Despite this valuable
propaganda work, however, the League mem-]
bership and activities were still closer to the

- early discussion groups than to a politicalized |

youth movement. *But the active core of lead-:

ground apparatus in the last minute by advis-
ing all secretaries to conceal duplicate lists of
their membership and to “list all the depend-
able Socialist members of your League and form
them into an unofficial executive committee and
pledge .them to work for our movement and be
true no matter what happens.” The trials of
leading Party and Y.P.S.L. members later re-

|vealed that the membership did not have the

training necessary to effectively carry out un-
derground work and such errors. as keeping. il-
legal literature in the homes of prominent mem-,

"{bers. and carrymg prmterss receipts for such
{literature about on their persons led to a large.

number of arrest and convictions. Kruse him-
self was sentenced to twenty years along with

Iseveral prominent leaders of the Party. The

case was several times appealed. and finally

quashed in 1920.
The war resulted in a rapid politicalization |
of the Y.P.S.L. This development received an.

even greater impetus with the advent of the
Russian Revolution and the heated controversy

{it engendéred in the ranks of the Party. The

overwhelming membership of the Y.P.S.L. in
America, as all over the world, declared its
agreement with the program of the Communist

International and in solidarity - with the left
wing of the Party demanded affiliation to the
1nternat10nal of Lenin and Trotsky.

Party Seeks to Stem Left Wing Tide
' The NEC of the Party, seeing that a split

was inevitable, tried to keep the Y.P.S.L. intact =

by keeping it from getting involved. in the_fac-
tional fight. They naively thought that this ob-
Ject could be achieved by granting the Y.P. S. L.
greater autonomy and removing it further from
the Party machinery. In order to establish.the

autonomy of the Y.P.S.L. a national conven-

tion was called in 1919. This convention stood
in solidarity with the left wing of the Party and
since Kruse was still under sentence elected a

a prominent left winger, OQliver Carlson, as na- .

tional secretary. When the NEC of the Party

lexpelled the left wing states and foreign federa-~

tions and secured an artificial majority for the
right wing at the Party convention, the left

wing left the convention and organized the Com-

munist Party. In order to keep the left wing
from officially taking over the 'YPSL the

Party NEC removed Carlson as natlonal secret- -

ary. The left wing replied by calllng a. conven-

Dear Comrades,
Your congress, * in splte of the modest Size of |

your orgamzatlon, has an enormous political’
| imiportance.

The parhamentary fakers, the
*tbureaucratic. careerlsts, and the phlhstmes ca

ot Understanid this—for you, and you alone,,_._
{represent the revolutronary f uture of the French_;

workers movement.

A political organization which is in. co,nstant'
dlsagreement with lts ‘youth is doomed to fall-
ure. Such is the outlook for the French Social-
ist Party, It is comipletely impregnated «with
lies. Marceau Pivert [leader of a “left” wing in
the French S. P, “equivalent to the Clarityites’
here.] can ounly be distinguished from Zyromski
and from Leon Blum by a different way of ly-
ing. In 1934, these gentlemen elaborated a pro-
gram in which they proclaimed that their task
was “to shatter the apparatus of the bourgeois
state”. In reality, they are forced to shatter
the spinal column of the proletariat, with the
aim of strengthening the bourgeois state. There

is nothing astonishing in these conditions, nor|

in the fact that the Socialist Party, which
boasts of a regime of internal democracy, is

' War ’Politicalizes the League

'I‘he entry of the Ameriean government into|
the war in 1917 found the Y.P.S.L. far from

ready to carry out the tasks of a revolutionary|

‘movement in time of war. Ifs political reactions]
‘were more pacifist than Marxist and its organ-
izational attempts to combat the war fell through|
for lack of a stable machinery and a trained
‘membership.  Yet it showed a willingness to
struggle against the patriotic tide that compares
favorably with the best sections of the socialist
youth movement of the world and that estab-
Tished a traditional that the League today may
well be proud of. In a circular letter to all local|
groups, Kruse asked the Leag'ue to prepare for:
the war time persecutlons in the following;
‘words:

“This is our opportunity and our test. Fighty
‘may mean your face to the firing squad.. It will]

America than to be sleughtered in the further-
-anee: of war- in Europe...”

forced to cut off from it systematically the revo-
lutionary elements of the youth, who reflect

the hopes, the aspirations and the impatience
of the new generation of the workmg class.
Things present themselves in no,better light
in regard to the so-called “Comunist” Party. It
is difficult to find in the history of the workers’
movement another example of such a rapld and
frightful degeneration.
attained its maturity”, declared Mr. Thorez
[leader of the French Communist Party] not
so long ago, a worthy representative of that
political maturity, which resembles putrefac-
tl_on like two drops of water. The “Communist”

Rolland, Malraux, etc. These gentlemen want

[* Thira Congxess of the Revolutlonary Soc1allst Youth

Kruse even attempted to- form an under-

(J $. R.) of France (Fourth Internatxonahsts)

“Our Party. has noew

Party represents an edifice of several stories.;
On top, the “hard” bureaucracy—i.e., completely |
tcorrupted, without principles, without honor:
1and without concience. Below it, the layer of]
intellectuals, of petty-bourgeoisie, the function--
aries, semi-idealists, semi-careerists, like Romain',

A Letterfrom Leon Trosky to J.S. R.

"‘bonus

are, assuredly, a number of sincere and cour-

in thls direction!

The “Commumst” Party has extraordmary
resources at its disposal in order to deceive its
members and keep them in harness.

found and burnmg a craracter for these gentle-

men—the Thorezes, the Vaillant-Courturiers, . -
the Duclos’ and the other charlatans— to be -
able to maintain for a long time the equilibrium
of the Party, with its edifice of.three stories. -
LOne can predict in advance that the disintegra-

tion will commence with the ﬁiouth It is hereﬁ

that a rich harvest awalts you.

The zdea if it corresponds to the ex1genc1es-.',

of historical development is more powerful than
the most powerful organization. These gent1e7

men—the pseudo-socialists like the pseudo:com-. . - '
inherited -

‘munists—have great organizations
from the past, but they have no ideas. “Their
program is a fiction; they live through. d1plo-

macy and equivocation; they sow lies and il- .

lusions. A _

Your organization is weak, but you have an
idea. Your program corresponds to the charac-
ter of the present epoch. It expresses correctly

letariat. Every great event will confirm your

League. se w ’
~to split and: group: after group went over to the
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tion of the League in Rochester in December of

.1919 which voted to disaffiliate from-the Social-

ist Party and join the Communist Party.
While it is difficult to ascertain the exact

number of members of the Y.P.S.L. who re-

mained with-the Secialist Party controlled youth

‘movement, it is certain that the overwhelming
‘magjority of ‘the 10,000 reported at the 1919 con-
" .vention -jeined:.the youth section of the Com-

munist Party, organized as the Young Workers
Even those who remained continued

YWL between 1919 and 1924. One section split
from the Y.P.S.L. and for a period of time
carried on an independent existence as the In-
dependent Y.P.S.L. before finally joining the

In 1921, William Kruse, having been reelected -
secretary-of the Y.P.S.L., also went over to the
YWL. A convention of the remaining member-
ship in 1922 set out to reorganize the League.
It elected Albert Weisbord as National secret-

ary. ‘For a period of time he succeeded in rally-
ing*"'the jremaining active elements to rebuild |>
" sections of the League but in 1924, he too, left

to join the YWL.
By 1924 the membershlp of the Y.P.S. L

was greatly reduced and composed only of the

politically backward sections' who were not
touched by the factional fight and the small
group- who stood in principled agreement with
the Party leadership of Hillquit and Oneal. The
League became active in the La Follette cam-

paign but found that its efforts were both fruit-;

less and thankless and its membership did not

grow. It now entered its worst period of poli-|

tical and orgamzatlonal decline. Politically it
offered no resistance to the open reformism of
the Old Guard leadership of the Party. Organ-
izationally it declined to a small New York or-
ganization and half a dozen circles scattered
through the rest of the country. Attempts to

start a Y.P.S.L. publication, “Free Youth”, |:

failed. No money was available for work. The

membership was almost completely divorced

from class struggle activities. It had neither

1the political approach or organizational activity

that could win young workers or students to its
ranks in the face of the revolutionary appeal of
the YWL and its class struggle activities.

Crisis and Comintern Line Revitalize
League

Beginning with 1929 two important changes

to have the tlle of revolutlonarles without break- .
ing with their bourge01s1e they want to be con~. ..
sidered as internationalists. while- keeping faith. ..
w1th therr national imperialism. - The Comin+. .
ern assures all that tp them, often enough with ...
' ‘Then come the working masses, who: #
contmue to. group themselves aronnd the- Com— _
| munist Party by vlrtue of historie inertia. There:

‘the road of the revolutionary movement.

ageous fighters among them, espec1ally among -
the youth. You must exert your main energles. ,k

However, -
these rescources will not last a long time. : The .-
contradiction between the program.and the -
practical activity, the contradiction between the.
orders of the Soviet bureaucracy and the inter-
ests of the French proletariat, have too pro-: .~

The Power of the Revolutionary Idea

* hidden in the -proletariat.
" of revolutien, ‘the Spanish workers could have
. assured not one, but ten V1ctor1es

the fundamental historical interests of the pro- =
. centrrsm ' practice, in action.
program. With the help of pitiless eriticism, of -
|constant propagenda, of bold agitation you will
destroy the old organizations, internally rotten, . -
which have become the principle obstacles. on

“admits of ho intermediate position,.
_tragic and pitiful -end of the POUM. By its

That
is' why, dear comrades, your small congress has
a great importance: You must -become fully]

5 ‘coneious of the great ‘mission which hlstory hasf
. ¢ placed ‘On:: your young shoulders

The* pseudo-soc hsts expel you, the pseudo—_t
commumsts sub,nnt you to a dishonest repres-.

" sion, the Bonapartist clique of Moscow organ-|

izes perseoutlons ‘without precedent in history |
against’ your- ldeologlcal companions, heapmg"
apon them: monstrous judicial falsifications. At

~first glance, there.is an obvious disproportion be-

tween the modeést size of your organization, as

"« in general with' 4]l the sections of the Fourth
- International, and the gigantic scope of the

persecutions, the repressions and calumny.
However, this ¢ontradiction is only apparent.

 The parasitic. bureaucracy posseses a strong in-

stinct of: self-preservatmn and it takes clearly
into account the- danger which your small van-
guard, -umted by a . scientific program, welded
by an mternal. solidarity :and- capable of the
highest sacrifices, represents for it: You pro-

ject your shadow ‘before you, into 'the future,
-and this shadow from today on is ten times, one

hundred times: taller than- your organization.
The persecutrons and calumnies of enemies give
you the neecessary . strength and prepare you for

‘the great tasks ‘and. battles which lie ahead

-~ The example of Spam shows ‘'what an .inex-
haustrble reservoir. of- herorsm_ and devotion is
-Through six years

‘They lacked
a Party whieh. could utilize their heroism and
respond-to the. obJectlve demands of history.
From defeat to defeat. .But it is necessary to
ldarn the lessons of “these defeats. We see in
Spain how. the - Anarchist leaders, who do not

~ understand the concept: of ‘the: dictatorship of

the proletarxa:t capltalate -at the critical mo-
ment—be.mg nothmg else than exalted liberals.
We see on the other hand in the POUM-— left
Centrism is an
mtermed1ate tendency between' reform and
revolut_lon A‘revol.utlonary situation, however,

‘fevolutionary passion of the masses.

of France

words, its formulas, its artlcles it kmdled the
By its in-.
decision, its equivocation, -its hesltatlons its Iack

‘of clear program; it deprlved itself of the pos-
‘ slbjlrty of giving to the | masses ‘that firm revolu—'

tionary leaderslup, _Wlthout which “victory is im-
possible. :

ber of hesitent or sentimental revolutionaries,
who by their sympathy for the Spanish revolu-
t1_on_ were ready to close their eyes to the tragic
and criminal mistakes of the leadership. Let
us make it clear, comrades, that is not our po-
licy. We are bound to say openly that which is,
and to call a spade—a spade. The working class
needs the full truth, however dlstressmg it

‘may be.

With the Fourth International,
‘ Towards Victory

I trust that the congress of your organization
will be held under the banner of faith in your
future, while at the same time criticizing with-
out pity all the faults and weaknesses of your
present condition. What the revolutionary or-
ganizations in France have most often lacked,
is attention to details, system, a well-regulated
organization—which must be begun by -exact
financial accounts and by careful serutiny of pub-
lications. The great quality of the French work-
ing class is its spirit of initiative and improvis-
ation, which has more than once left its mark
on history. The proletariat- must -be given a
scientific program and a strict and all-conquer-

mg flghtmg orgamzatlon
The weak will perhaps say ‘that it is difficult.

| Obviously, it is difficult! The socialist-emancipa-

tion of the proletariat is, in general, a difficult
thing.  But there is not amongst us, I hope,

Fourth International. Follow in this direction
without hesitation. Victory is assured you.

- Thus, the

Coyocan Mex1co, D. F. May 2, 1937.
o ‘L. TROTSKY

In our own ranks were found a certam num-
‘ary orgamzatlon

took place to again turn the face of the Y. P. §
L. toward revolutionary struggles and a new,
era of growth and influence. The first of these
was the severe economic crisis that threw thous
sands and millions of young people out of work,

their thoughts away from the carefree life of the
economic problems.that confronted them. They;

planation and a way out. The task of a.radical
youth movement in reaching masses of young
people was now easier than at any time since
the war.

The second change in the situation was the
fact that the YWL; now the Young Communist
League, was no longer the healthy revolutienary
force that could attract the best elements of the
working and student youth. The period of the
stalinization of the Communist movement ha@

munist organizations, including the YCL, were
turned into bureaucratically dominant move-
ments where the membership was obliged to
hue to the monolithic line or feel the heavy ax
of expulsion. In adition to its inner. corruptlon,
the Communist movement was in the throes of
its “third period” insanity. Its shrieking de-
nunciations of other labor groups as social fas-

|and falsehoods of its press, all combined to re-

and students.

meiit, on ‘the othér, theuSands. of y oung -

permitted ‘them to freely -present their own
point of view and transform it into a revelution-
The influx of new nrembers
between 1929 and 1932 permitted the Y.P.S.L.

tional movement. The Cleveland eonvention, in

rather than the reorganization of the -sterile;
reformist,
1924- 29. T

Already starting at Cleveland a new -note of

weak ones. Through this letter, I address my-
|self to courageous and audacious revolution-
aries, ready to see this struggle through to the
end. There is no other way outside of the]

confronting the League.- _
rejected the red-baiting, anti-Soviet-wviews of
the Party leadership. It served noticé that the

era of quiet servilence to the political %eadershlp

of the Old Guard had ended. It marked the
opening of the struggle to: ,transform the Y.P,
S.L. and eventually, the Socialist Party, inte
revoiutlonary organizations. Every new histor-

ical experience served to.give -impetus to thi§ -
development. The MacDonald betrayals-in Eng- -

land, the German catastrophe, - the -‘Austrian

events, all had their lessons for-the-membership - -

of the Y.P.S.L. The League, together, ‘with the

Militant group in the party broke with the re-
formist concepts on the road te power-held by

the Old Guard. A period of -discussion set in, -
following the German events, to formulate a -

Marxist answer to the lessons of  the German

debacle. 3

Mass . Activities Coincide with Remiu

tionary Swing 3

The political development of the Y P.SL. was :
laccompanied by a growing understanding-that o -
it is. not enough to- write - re’volutmnary pro- .

grams, but that the League must learn. to funes - -

- |tion like a revolutionary organization in.its-daily -« :

activities.

The .membership  began: to involve

(Continued on page 6) FE

Increasing numbers of them were forced to turn -
jazz age and think about the serious social and

began to look to the radical movement for an ex- -

set in. From active and vital forces, the £om= - |

|cist, its splitting tactics, the blatamt dlstortlons ;

peel the most intelligent of the young workers .

Driven by the sharpened class struggle of the It
crisis pPrIOCl to seek some revqutlonary organi-
zation, on the one ‘hand, and repelled. by the
Stalinist degerieration of the Commiunist move-

entered the Y. P.S.L., -an organization- wlnch %

to again meet in a ‘national eonvention in the
latter year in Cleveland to rebuild a stable na-

reality, marked the birth of a new organization,
inactive League of the period of

militancy was heard on.the political:questions -
The 1932 eonvention .
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THE CHALLENGE OF. YOUTH

October, 1937

By Ernest Erber

(The following was written by Comrade Erber
“for. publication in the Conmvention Journal by
the Clarity -editors. Despite the care exercised
to avoid a factional treatment of the history of
‘the YPSL, the article was still unacceptable to

~ the petty factionalists of the old National Office.

They. - used instead an article by Al Hamilton:
‘that is worth noting for only one thing—Hamil-
ton’s use of material and quotations from a
previous article by Erber without showing
enough decency to quote the source.—Ed.)

The Young People’s Socialist League had-its
‘beginnings in the young people’s groups organ-
ized on a local scale by members of the Socialist
Party interested in special activities to attract
young people to the Socialist movement, Often
starting with names as obscure as the “Athenian
‘Literary Society”, “Young People’s Alliance”,
and “Social Science Study Club”, they became
increasingly Socialist in Character and drew
ever close1 to the activities of the local Party

“group. *

In 1912 the National Convention of the Party,
-recognizing the fact that the spontaneous and
uneooldinated growth of the Socialist youth
movement was itself sufficient proof of the need
of such a movement, took steps to give the yonth
movement an official status and national coordin-

: ,atlon Flrst giving the problem of  youth organ-

ization to the women’s department of the Na-

_ tional Office, and then, when the demands prov-

= ed too gxeat constituting a special youth depart-

“ment with ‘afull : time director, in charge, the

';, Paltv prepared the ground for the organlza-:
“nati

v,_ﬂ,w Eorn in
3 ‘constitution: by referendum vote that named,
e »orvanlzataon the “Young Peoples Somahstg
Leag'ue
0 Two years after the natlonal orgamzatlon-‘
Wwas establlshed thé national secretary, William
Krusé, was able to report a membership of 5,000
- 4n 1497 cities. - The L’eag'ue_ organ, “The Young|
Socialists” Magazine”, had achieved a circula-
tion of "10,000 and some 350,000 pieces of liter-
ature were distributed. Despite this valuable]
‘propaganda work, however, the League mems-;
bership. and activities were still closer to the

- early discussion groups than to a politicalized |

youth movement. But the active core of lead-
* ing.comrades, both nationally and locally, were
" ‘developing - politically and were slowly raising-
‘the .level- of the movement as a whole. -

War Pohtlcahzes the Deague

The entry of the American government into{
the war in 1917 found the Y.P.S.L. far from
ready to carry out the tasks of a revolutionary
‘movement in time of war. Its political reactions’
‘were more pacifist than Marxist and its organ-}
izational attempts.to combat the war fell through |
for dack of a. stable machinery .and a trained
‘membership.- Yet it showed a willingness to
struggle against the patriotic tide that compares
favorably with the best sections of the socialist
youth movement of the world and that estab-
lished a traditional that the League today may
well be proud of. In a circular letter to all local.
groups, Kruse asked the League to prepare for|
4he dwar time persecutions in the followmg
words:

“This is our opportunity and our test. Fight;
the war to the finish, even though the ‘finisk’]
.may mean your fuce to the firing squad. 1t will
- be better in the extreme test to die for peace in
- Ameriea; than to be sloughtered in the further-
ance of war in Europe..”

|importance.
% bl_li ealcy, atlc eareer;gts
3 Mﬁ ers
';represent the revolutlonary ftxture of the French
{workers’ movement, '

ground apparatus in the last minute by advis-
ing all secretaries to congeal duplicate lists of
their membership and to “list all the.depend-
able Socialist members of your League and form

them into an unofficial executive committee and | .

pledge them to work for our movement and. be
ftrue no matter what happens.” The trials of

leading Party and Y.P.S.L. members later re-

vealed that the membership did not have the
training necessary to effectively carry out un-
derground work and such errors as keepmg il-

legal literature in the homes of prominent mem-
.7 {bers. and carrying printers’s receipts for such
{literature about on their persons led to a large

number of arrest and convictions. Kruse him-
self was sentenced to twenty years along with
several prominent leaders of the Party.
case ‘was several times appealed and finally
guashed in 1920.

The war resulted in a rapid politicalization |

of the Y.P.S.L. This development received an;

even greater impetus with the advent of _ the
Russian Revolution and the heated controversy
it engendéred in the ranks of the Party. The
overwhelming membership of the Y.P.S.L. in
America, as all over the world, declared its
agreement with the program of the Communist

The

International and in solidarity - with the left
wing of the Party demanded affiliation to the
international of Lenin and Trotsky. :

Party Seeks to Stem Left Wing Tide

The NEC of the Party, seeing that a split
was inevitable, tried to keep the Y.P.S.L’.-_intact
by keeping it from getting involved in the fac-
tional fight. They naively thought that this ob-
Ject could be achieved by granting the Y.P.S.L.
greater autonomy and removing: it further from
the Party. machmery In order to establish the
autonomy of the Y.P.S.L. a national conven-
tion was called in 1919, ThlS convention stood
in solidarity with the left wing of the Party and
since Kruse was still under sentence elected a
a prominent left winger, Oliver Carlson, as na-
tional secretary. When the NEC of the Party

|expelled the left wing states and foreign federa-

tions and secured an artificial majority for the
rlght wing at the Party convention, the left
wing left the convention and organized the Com-
munist Party. In order to keep the left wing
from officially taking over the Y.P.S.L., the
Party NEC removed Carlson as national secret-
ary. The left wing replied by calling a- conven=

A Letter from Leon Trol

Dea1 Comxades,

Your congress, * in: spite- o:f the modest size of
your orgamzatlon, has an enormous polltlcal
The . parliamentary. . fakers, the

5 a_ndaﬁsoeﬁhélléﬁ;f CARLe

Is—for you, and you aldne,'

1

A pohtlca‘l orgamzatlon which. is in. constant
dlsagreement with its youth s doomed to fail-
ure. Such is the outlook for the French Social-
ist Party. It is completely impregnated .with
lies. Marceau Pivert [leader of a “left” wing in
the French S. P., equivalent to the Clarityites
here.] can only be distinguished from Zyromski
and from Leon Blum by a different way of ly-
ing. In 1934, these gentlemen elaborated a pro-
gram in which they proclaimed that their task
was ‘“to shatter the apparatus of the bourgeois
state”. In reality, they are forced to shatter
the spinal column of the proletariat, with the
aim of strengthening the bourgeois state. There
is nothing astonishing in these conditions, nor
in the fact that the Socialist Party, which
boasts of a regime of internal democracy, is

Hforced to cut off from it systematically the revo-}

Jutionary elements of the youth, who reflect]

the hopes, the aspirations and the impatience

of the new generation of the workmg class.
Things present themselves in no better llght

in regard to- the so-called “Comunist” Party 1t

is difficult to find in the history of the workers’
movement another example of such:a rapid and
frightful degeneration. “Qur Party has now
attained its maturity”, declared Mr. Thorez
fleader of the French Communist Party] not
so long ago, a worthy representative of that
political maturity, which resembles putrefac-
tion like two drops of water. The “Communist”
Party represents an edifice of several stories.i

On top, the “hard” bureaucracy—i.e., completely’
without honor:
and without concience. Below it, the layer of’

tcorrupted, witheut principles,

intellectuals, of .petty-bourgeoisie, the function-
laries, semi-idealists, semi-careerists, like Romain

Rolland Malraux, ete. These gentlemen want |

i * Third Congresso_f the Revolutionary _Socialist Youth

Kruse even attempted to form an under-

(J. S. R.) of France (Fourth Internationalists).

to have the t11e of revolutlonarles w1thout break— L

ing: with their bourge01s1e they -want to be con~ .;
s1dered as internationalists while keeping faith. .;
with _their national imperialism, The Comm
Ltern assuresiall thm&ﬁhmrg often enoug

a Toonus Then come t;
‘continue to group the

munist Party by v1rtue of hJstorlc mertla There N

are, assuredly, a number of sincere and cour-
ageous fighters among them, espec1ally among.
the youth. You must ‘exert your main energies.
in. this direction! , ’
The “Communist” Party has extraordmary
resources at its disposal in order to deceive itsg
members and keep them in harness. However, -
these rescources will not last a long time. . The .
contradiction between the program and the -
practical activity, the contradiction between the.
orders of the Soviet bureaucracy and the inter-.
ests of the French proletariat, have too pro-
found and burning a craracter for these gentle-

men—the Thorezes, the Vaillant-Courturiers, . -

the Duclos’ and the other charlatans— to be -
able to maintain for a long time the equilibrium

of the Party, with its edifice of .three stories. -
LOne can predict in advance that the disintegra-- -
tion will commence with the $outh. It is here
that a rich harvest awaits you. z

The Power of the Revolutionary Idea

The zdea, if it corresponds to the emgenclesf k

of historical development, is more powerful than ;
the most powerful organization. These gentle-'
men—the pseudo-gocialists like the pseudo-com—
‘munists—have great organizations = inherited -
‘from the past, but they have no ideas. ‘Their
program is a fiction; they live through diplo-
macy and equwocatlon they sow lies and il-
lusions. _

Your organization is weak, but yeu have an
idea. Your program corresponds to the charac-
ter of the present epoch. It expresses correctly

the fundamental historical interests of the pro-

letariat. Every great event will confirm your
program. With the help of pitiless criticism, of
constant propaganda, of bold agitation you will
destroy the old organizations-, internally rotten, .

which have become the principle obstacles on




tion of the League in Rochester in December of
.1919 which voted to disaffiliate from-the Social-
ist Party and join the Communist Party.
While it is difficult to ascertain the exact
number of embers of the Y.P.S:L. who re-
‘mained with-the Socialist Party controlled youth
‘movement, it ig certain that the overwhelming
‘majority of the 10,000 reported at the 1919 con-
-vention  joined the youth section of the Com-
munist Party, organized as the Young Workers
League. Even those who remained continued
_to split and group. after group went oveér to the
YWL between 1919 and 1924. One section split
from the Y.P.8.L. and for a period of time
carried on an independent existence as the In-
. dependent Y.P.S.L. before finally joining the

In 1921, William Kruse, having been reelected .
secretary of the Y.P.8.L., also went over to the

" YWL. A convention of the remaining member-
ship in 1922 set out to reorganize the League.
It elected Albert Weisbord as National secret-

~ary. For a period of time he succeeded in rally-

ing the remaining active elements to rebuild |

sections of the League but in 1924, he too, left
to join the YWL.
By 1924 the -membership of the Y.P.S. L

‘the political approach or organizational activity
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eoples Soci

was greatly reduced and composed only of the
politically backward ~sections: who were not
touched by the factional fight and the small
group who stood in principled agreement with
the Party leadership of Hillquit and Oneal. The
League became active in the La Follette cam-
paign but found that its efforts were both fruit-
less and thankless and its membership did not
grow. It now entered its worst period of poli-
tical and organizational decliné. Politically it
offered no resistance to the open reformism of
the Old Guard leadership of the Party. Organ-
izationally it declined to a small New York or-
ganization and half a dozen circles scattered

through the rest of the country. Attempts to _

start a Y.P.S.L. publication, “Free Youth”,
failed. No money was available for work. The
membership was almost completely divorced
from class struggle activities. It had neither

that could win young workers or students to its
ranks in the face of the revolutionary appeal of

alis|

-

took place to again turn the face of the Y. P. S,
L. toward revolutionary struggles and a new,
era of growth and influence. The first of these
was the severe economic crisis that threw thous
sands and millions of young people out of work.
Increasing numbers of them were forced to turn

their thoughts away from the carefree life of the
jazz age and think about the serious social and

economic problems that confronted them. They,
began to look to the radical movement for an ex-
planation and a way out. The task of .a radical
youth movement in reaching. masses-of young
people was now easier than at any time smce
the war.

. The second change in the situation was the
fact that the YWL, now the Young Communish

|League, was no longer the healthy revolutionary

force that could attract the best elements of the
working and student youth. The period of the
stalinization of the Communist movement hall
set in. From active and vital forces, the Lom-
munist organizations, including the YCL, were

the YWL and its class struggle activities.

Crisis and Comintern Line Revitalize
League

‘Beginning with 1929 two important changes

‘sky to

the road.of the revolutlonary movement That
2 1s why; dea.r (*omrades, your. smali congress has

B »rcommunlsfs submlt you to a dlshonest repres-:

izes perseoutlons ‘without precedent in. history:
against- your ideologieal companions, heaping’
upon them monstrous judicial falsifications. At
_first glance, there is-an obvious disproportion be-
" tween the modest size of ‘your organization, as
in general with. all the ‘sections of the Fourth|
Irrternatlonal and the gigantic scope of the
persecutions, the - repressions and calumny.
‘However, this contradiction is only apparent.
The parasitic bureaucracy posseses a strong in-
stinet ‘of: self-preservation, and it takes clearly
into account the: d'a'n'g'er which your small van-
guard; -unlted by a scientific ‘program, welded
by an internal: ‘solidarity :and capable of the
highest ‘saerifices, represents for it.” You pro-
ject your -shadow ‘before you,-into ‘the future,
‘and this:shadow-from today on is ten times, one
hundred times taller- than your . organization.
The persecutrons and ‘calumnies of enemies give
you the necessary strength and prepare you for
the great tasks and battles which lie ahead.

The ‘examiple .of ‘Spain shows what an inex-

_ haustible reservoir of- heroism -and devotion is
‘ h1dden in . the proletariat. Through six years
~ of revolution, ‘the. Spanish ‘workers could have
_ assured not one, but ten victories. They lacked
© a Party ‘which. could utilize their heroism and
respond- to-the obJectlve demands of history.
From defeat to defeat. But it is necessary to
ldarn the lessons of these defeats. We see in
Spain how the -Anarchist. leaders, who do not/

' understand the concept: of the: dictatorship of
the proletariat , capitulate at the critical mo-
ment—-béing nothing else than exalted liberals.
We see on the other hand, in the POUM-— left

2 centrrsm in practace, in action. Centrism is an’
mtermedlate tendency between reform and

' revolutlon. ‘A revolutionary situation; however,
admits of no intermediate position. ' Thus, the
tragic and pitiful end of -the POUM. By its

S.R.

' decision; its equwocatlon, its hesitations; its lack\ zation, on the one hand, ard repelled by the 3

Stahnlst degeneratmn of the _Comm mst move-

poss1ble §
- gion, ‘the - Bonapar‘tlst ¢lique of Moscow organ- |

|self to courageous and audacious revelution-

words, its formulas, its articles, it kindled the
fevolutlonary passion of the masses. By its in-.

of clear program, 1t deprlvedfj ‘elf of the pos-

Tn our own ranks were found 3 certam num-
ber of hesitent or sentimental revolutionaries,
who by their sympathy for the Spamsh revolu-
tion were ready to close their eyes to the tragic
and criminal mistakes of the leadership. Let
us make it clear, comrades, that is not our po-
licy. We are bound to say openly that which is,
and to call a spade—a spade. The working class
needs the full truth, however distressing it
may be. '

turned into bureaucratically dominant move-
ments where the membership  was obliged - to
hue to the monolithic line or feel the heavy ax.
of expulsion. In adition to its inner corruptlon,
the Communist movement was in the throes of
its “third period” insanity. Its shrieking de-
nunciations of other labor groups as social fas-

|eist, its splitting tactics, the blatant dlstortions :
|and falsehoods of its press, all combined to re-

peel the most 1nte111gent of the young Workers
and students

- Driven by the sharpened class struggle of the

crisis’ period to seek some revo]utlonary organi-

permltted them to freely present thmr own
point of view-and transform it into-a revolution-
ary organization. The influx of new members
between 1929 and 1932 permitted the Y.P.S.L.

to again meet in a ‘national eonvention in the. °

latter year in Cleveland to rebuild a:stable na-

tional movement. The Cleveland. convention, i

reality, marked the birth of a new organization,

rather than the reorganization of - the. sterile, -

reformist, inactive League of the period of.
1924-29, !

Already starting at Cleveland,.a new-note of

With the Fourth International,
' Towards Victory

T trust that the congress of your organization
will be held under the banner of faith in your
future, while at the same time criticizing with-
out pity all the faults and weaknesses of your
present condition. What the revelutionary or-
ganizations in France have most often lacked,
is attention to details, system, a well-regulated
organization—which must be begun by exact
financial accounts and by careful scrutiny of pub-
lications. The great quality of the French work-
ing class is its spirit of initiative and improvis-
ation, which has more than once left its mark
on history. The proletariat must be given a
seientific program and a strict and all-conquer-
ing fighting organization.

The weak will perhaps say that it is difficult.
|Obviously, it is difficult! The socialist emancipa-
tion of the proletariat is, in general, a difficult
thing. - But there is not amongst us, I hope,
weak ones., Through this letter, I address my-

aries, ready to see this struggle through to the
end. There is no other way outside of the
|Fourth International. Follow in this direction
without hesitation. Victory is assured you.

militaney was heard on.the political questiong -
confronting the League. The 1932:convention
rejected the red-baiting, anti-Soviet-views of
the Party leadership. It served notice that the

of the Old Guard had ended. - 1t .marked the
opening of the struggle to transferm the Y.P.
S.L. and eventually, the Socialist Party; mto
revoiutlonary orgamzatmns Every Rew- ]nstor-
ical experience served to. give-impetus o this

land, the German -catastrophe, - the ‘Austrian
events, all had their lessons: for-the-membership -

formist concepts on the road to power-held by
the Old Guard. A period of discussion set in; -
following the German events, to:formulate a

debacle. |

. Mass - Activities  Coincide- w:xth Remlu
tienary Swing )

i

The political development of the Y.P.S.L. was

it is- not enough to write - revolutionary--pro-

activities.

Coyocan, Mexlco D. F. May 2, 1937.
' L. TROTSKY

The .membership: began: to ‘involve
(Continued on page 6) b

era of quiet servilence to the political leadership -

development. The MacDonald betrayals-in Eng- -

of the Y.P.S.L. The League, together, with the -
Militant group in- the party broke with the re-

Marxist ‘answer to the lessons ‘of the €erman

accompanied by a growing understanding-that . -

grams, but that the League must learn.to:func- -
- [tion like a revolutionary organization in.its.daily -~ .
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GROWTH OF CALIFORNIA LEAGUE
" BETOKENS FUTURE SUCCESSES _

W
P. with

Venice to the orange groves of| waxd in the ﬁeld of mdustry

terror-ridden Orange County, in

& : - SR " ythe. left wing in the S.

(Contmued fmm Page 5)

1tse}" in i;he mass: struggle of the
aworkers. ‘Hardly a- majer - stiike
HHS f@ughe 61 - utietnployed. dé-{
 smobstzation called; whieh did #ét

T b : o © - l¢he revelutionaries of the fornmier

- By Bill Menroe

- The YPBL in €alifornia start-
ed its-development with. & League
‘that had been: -woefully unable to

were facing youth i the crisis.

‘cope with the sharp. issues that |

Workers’ Party, found its courit-
erpart in California with the en-
trahée of the Sp{ntacus Youith
Leﬁgﬁe '
Almost peréeptibly, the politiesi
back bone of  the California

its vanguard _str‘ode represents-
tives of a growing YPSL full of
life and enthusmsnr,

the brumt of arrests:
relief,

The Los Angeéles Lesgue bore
erganiZed

The
is the

devised-- strategy.

STUBENT WORK

‘Again in the field o{ student
agtivity,-a League with a. clea].n
cut policy made. notable strides
forward. On the campus at Berk-
eley, the YPSL - wiade & nanr

‘Dominguez Hills ciicle
direct outcomme of the League
patticipation in the Los Angeles
stfikes. ‘As the strike movement
swept north to the lettuce sheds
Fronts rejected. Atid now it was |of Salinas, northern young Social-
the YCL who guivered undeff the sty lént their aid to the beseiged
drive of the YPSL, - .| strikers. . Stocktonr and its me-

And—results  were . fcrthwma ‘morable. strike found the YPSL
ing. In almost every circle of the again in contsct. The Party and
League in California, are to be the League was rapidly gaining
found recétit reériits from the | the respect of the advanced work-
YCL who heéded the revoltitiors | €rs. And it is now generally con-
ary call of the Youag Peoples’ ceded that the boss-class of Ca-
Socialist League. A special ses: l_xfm‘ma l:xas & new factor to
sion was hurriedly ealled by the reckon with in - agrieulture.
trembling buresucrats of the ' Maritime

League stiffened, and no longer
weére ‘offers for  United Frotits
‘miéekly filed. Instead -eommittees
‘went to the YCL, United Fronts
of @etion were proposed Peoples

Lfor itself by virtue of. its 1evolu-
tionary line and militancy. The
membership of the LeagUe ‘tripled
as students wefe wol to § ¢S
struggle program, Part’icalm-lsf, :
when the strike. agmnst_wm. was
pushed info 'a "Peace Aétion did
'the mereiless ctitiels he
YPBL; redeive -sttention. On. s}

the campuses the League - mt!de. :
a, name for .itself.- And thele is
every reasori to believe that the . .
coming - yeir will be even meie
productive of results. A

MAY 30th . - o _
Nationial Youth Day’ 1937 saw

llnable'—ﬂrstly—*becauée it lack-
"éd . a. -Tevolutionary program, a
fack that was the heritage of a
parvenitsl Old- Gudrd Reform
Party. Una{;le—secondly—a-uhecause
of -an-absence of -contact with the |
|working elass  in_ itg struggles.
- LUtable niedlytsbecsuse. of &l
Lidi- Thgek of turmbets; siet fatal it it-|
] _ a-welf, but awhen ‘$aken-ds the logie-
COnEN : sl by-product of & hon-Marxist
: m ‘plater- for: Gohtol progesns, sind N6 6FBRAIE conhec-
o Papty Phe proved: fior with-the workifg youth; was
4 Nitil;e 08 1;333‘1 ’ ‘:g-u;:s meﬂ;y seriousy .

1 \-Wlﬁ theé a

- e ET‘;W Mmﬁ m ¥CL. BEFQRE 1636
iepz‘ér:erk}ed ‘the sblew of | fige Yeung' ‘Comintnist Leaeue

. find- the “¥oug- Socialists in the
“fronit ranks. These ackivities be-
sgan to- teach the Léague mé
By o TevelutiGnary , céticept- of
dads worrk, paerheulat@ the idea
“of ﬁ*aetlons in- mass. Drga'mzza-
: tion . .

. the @ :Guard: leadership;: “parti- w VUL, Special . “purifiation lee- , .

~ 3 ® Yed mth thé puny YPSL Of thé ) 80116 o-f t/h Le‘a ’S ﬁﬁt ctm

: “etilarly. Neéw  Vork,-wheie ‘the years 1982-1986, Appearing more tures” ‘against Tiotskyism were| As the year 1936 moved toward ity In S:.n' - vg::ie'» lc’)‘, "‘.]?‘03000 s
Teague:: . foreed. to- vheate . its t¥evolutionaty, it worr meiibers } speedily held, But ‘the growing |its close, the question of the miari- printed leaflets splendidly <writ-

cutrént from the ranks of the

time strike arose. I 1984, the
YCL will not be halted b}, these

YPSL knew of the strike only
‘| by consulting the daily press.-In
1936, the turn to: industrial con-
eentration bore fruit in maritime. ;
| The YPSL had sent in certain
members, others were recrtited;
cooperation with the militants,

headmzaﬂers -ih thé Parcy ﬁmld-
! mg upon:. two oeea‘smns :

41686, Ahe year that’ marked the
eali. between the reVolﬁﬁﬂnm‘y
Mopialist, Youth ~and. - the " Ok
Eua*d Party in -New- Yorlq alse
: saried the ofﬁmal surn- of the:

- Apmmutist . movement  inte. at

ten with a yevolutionary messagé
against war-was given wholesdlé
distribution - alegig' the Ppatridtic
line-of march; Soldiers and work- =~ -
jers. allke read what youfig revos
dutionaries have to say -as.an -
answer to the coniing impertalist
war. Two gomrades Were arrésts

from the YPSL. Later, as the full
}4nipact. of the WUnlty period of
1035-6 hit - Ganformu, the YCL: pumtwe measures. :

calls fot “Umted Fi‘ont . Harried ! WORK A :
and back-stepiing, that was the|
vay thie pre<1936 YPSL met the
anshught of the dahghted a5y

It was, howeve1 on the all
important field of industry, that

% vﬂﬁbz";éledﬁfd@g@hemﬁoh ko’ the ] gresstve YCL. the transformation of the -YPSL|the Sailors’ Uniox of the- Bacific. ed, and & defense -is bemg #re
Hps; o ‘swia} pathahsm and : was ritost . marked, was secured.  And the ¥YPSL and ranged. ,
THE TRANSFORMATION o " |the progressives fought side by

In Los Angeles, a recmd turn- ¢
fout of 400: youth: hesrd. the reps
resentatives of the Youhg Peoples -
Socialist League, ~ the . Young - ' |
Citele League, -and: the Young

. :, Agnculture 7 .| side - against the sel-out taetics.
The. outrbveak of snother® of of the Brldgestommumst Party
those titanic waves of agricul:) ieadership. The attempt to stall

d the eallitig of the stiike -until’
S stl’ikias o4 Aﬁm fggﬁ Boh after Roosevelt was. velected :in-

’ Bm; mighty - force« Wete sl
And the i revolutionary
he YPSE recoiling

fith. th < &
the‘ Léﬁgﬁl‘f t;};x: umé v?' £ e: or &) li{lbm}: }fj::m Zmn, caﬂ fer actwn againg
- s v ¢ Fank %%

Bill Busmk «CIO. }eademgwa ¢
.. | meeting - that farced ‘the calling | ?f .th? mm s"e“*m 'ﬂus
: 1| of the strike. The attem to ; g
It gavg’z‘_ g0 ‘| handle “perishables” -was-gxtatly morsle - ahd” enthusiasm
Lof itself in i8S polemics - with knoeked. under by the alert pro- Los Angeles comrades
both, Stalinists. and Old Guard | oqsives, The comradely effort of INTBRN AL LIFE
reformists in the  election cam- Bridges to have the sailors accept |
patgn of 1986, carryifig of 8h |y, Copeland Fink Book twas | Wfithm the Léague 4 Teadjusts
intransigesnit  stiuggle = against | poiied and hurled back by the meht was takiig place. Political
every form of class collaboration: | sauors who wore buttons with |discussion hardéned: the sinews -
1t continued - to develop in its|yy, inscription “I refuse the |and raised the level of the Leagué. .
uniderstanding of the- 8panish. Copeland Fink Book.” Organizational form was discusss
eventts . and  the overwltelming) L th o g Ly of the |ed snd experimtented with: i an
majority of membership’ support- | Galifornia Party, Libor Acti on, |etfort to find the best: tourse of
ed the political line laid down in that in its denunciation and ex.| action. In ‘the past period. twé -
the report of the national chair- posure of class-collaboration | PlANs of action on a District wide .
Jlomaniiiist moévement, . who had man after his visit to Sp;;;n Wh;)Ch policies earned-the confidetice of | Scale were tried with signal sue- ~
{refiused to- ’tnlet&ﬁé the stalinist [ W85 secepted by the Vember | ihe Pacific Cosst Progressive|cess. Above, all, there was and -
apet ' ' : session of the NEC who themselyes distributed hund-| developing a ‘certain tone,

" ‘The -membership ~has shown|reds of copies until the right-|esPrit- de-corps, aleptne%, ‘that
the results of its training in the | wing, centrist bloc in the Social- marks the Young Socialists from
influenve it has . exerted. in the [ist Party, sabotaged and gave it]all other competitors in the youth
gtrikes comdugted . by the CIO.|a premature buiial. If the desires|field. And this is a godd "meﬁ‘“ '
‘The - steel Strl}';?(; mt Noztheﬁn ‘of -the advanced workers on the for the future, . . . ¢ . i
Indiana, - and usigstown, the [Paeific mean anything, they mean v :
fiibber - strikes - in - Aktoft, the |that the day is net far off when| THE FUF U R.E e
maritime and agricultural strikes | Labor Aetion will again . express| Despite mistakes and shorteoim
ofi_the. west eondt,: have all. seen. their . desirés. - |ings (and they are not a-few) the -
Y.P.S.L. membérs in active and|’ The maritimie strike endéd. with | Califorria- section - of: the YPSL o
tesponsubte posts: Of léaﬂei'ehlp a smashmg vietory., The YPSL- has . glown300 per cent.-in rnema -
In can be said, with the preutest’ vecruited into its raiiks a humber|bership and & thousand-times in . -
ajoertainty  that the National OT- )¢ the most active sections of the |Dolitical clatity. New leaders.are
Agnaiization Conference, meeting: in- maritiine workers. And plans are |growing up. A successful. SummMes.

Chlcag‘o in. Jahualy Of rgg‘? as- be]_ng laid f()l strengthenlng gf -sehool that SW 18 . additlonﬁ! A
|sembled the best group of reve- that first basis of strength reeruits of the ages of 16-18 and - ..
Tutionaty mass.workers &ver as- 50 ‘in attendatice helped tO- LRI

Anrcraft - t;mt new up and commg leader- PG
ship.

Jsémbled. in - & national - Soc;ahst S 7
gathermg. : The wave .of CIO strikes and 5=
,mgamza,tlon was_ experienced in- “The Natiom-l Co‘hVentloh "e" =
: [California. T Los.“Argeles, the| by
| YPSL was the miotér thut Helpéd}
{to. build the aircraft unions. Thosze
- i membei's who partlclpated in the’
.| [ Dovglas. strike “are . recruiting
. fimoxe mieinbers frots ranks of the
s young .air«craft workers. There’
are’ now members of the YPSI,
“Hlin steel, in textiles, in"the Culins
‘;a}ry Umon in-San’ memseo, amd
in"a host of ‘other fiélds. N
| A look at the members of the|
YPSL reweals a change in com-]
osition ‘and calibre. Deﬁmtely
' wqumgaclass ehargeter, and.
ith leadefs developitig ~ in ‘the’
Iitest of  the class struggle, the
Califoriia YPSL {s moving for:

e | file  upsurge -8k, a- huge :mass.

" revolution,

Partansis
soansdof its’ Strmgﬂtens Politieal hlfe
ozf ciauty»m«bhe*«bam? quastwm' o andActivities o
: the Strupgle. againsty. 1986;° t‘he yesr “iw which 'the|
ke road to. pmvezl'; the | goginlist - movement . officially
: ‘hé e 'S L‘ brekd - w:th tfassgst reptesenta-
? W ives oF réformist i the form of
*1the OM Quard: leadershlp, marked
It B4 the -entry. . of several hundred
'~¢£Yfmséve indts’ xdeal:egmal strug mmrégzrs iﬁ:k:ﬁ?p;’r%agui Y?i,‘ge-
; gle wgamst Stalinism. The Y.P:S Y1, youth seetion of the Works

begsc:f:ﬁa;onglihztﬁfj ers Party, représented. the best|
 the £ the:
obement; ifi the Tevolutionary . elements of the

N fusitm -of“the. young revolu:
U deionists -of the R PSL. with the:
T young révolitionists of the: sYL

; mﬂmd the oty of the revolu-
AL Hignary -elenténts. that had been}
i | repelfed By Stallnism with the:
Bee Lalunbnits Ehat had Boan. expeiled_
' -‘th Stalinist The' adqiisition of
ﬁhe SYL mem«betshm strengthens |
the ¥, P i itse efforts to
m*garéibtion mto a

ineréwiﬂg Mganizatxonal
ce: Thv membérship hag

For Cahforma, it will mean that, -

for the first time,.a real national -
leaadetshxp which - has emﬁdeme
- itselfy: - which . esszisely LT
1mtrate activity,: and ~above all, -
which s -its eyey set on 'y mass.-_' 8
youth League -educated 1 Marxw T
1Sm and fested in action. ; i A
© Fogether with the laft Wind’ in, S
bhe ~Party, feeed of ‘the stifting
‘embrace . of ‘the ‘centrists, - .the - °
League it~ California will fornt = -
an integral’ p&rt of a malutwno -
ary movement in America that
foresees and prepares the vlctm{

of the Workiﬂg ‘lassf
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- AR

e to the war plans of French ™ jm-

l" £ lztsed
L Vinoes: whigh puts .out the feeler,

st- FRANK L. DEMBY

- Communist Party lJaunched the
; slogan for a
This had es ‘its purpose the ex-| -
. tion "that wopld

-~_‘Stahmsts undoubtedly ‘had many
) calculatlon in mind when they un-

: Fance
" French imperialist army in the
(‘;Dmli’l"’ war, .

,reaueracy demanded of its par-
fzm, ;ylth whom Stahn concluded
'_lgy and,vworl‘c to strengthen the
' geoisie: for the- conclusion of the

E proletanat

 pprtance. is . the

- thought of maintaining. hin

: agreemxnts that it still had with
vthe Seine. Fedelatlon of Young |

: tmty The Young Stalinists be- |

_ "French Front” was a bit too,
Dremature. Tt.was turned down

; .t eall jtself “Communist Youth.”

~t;lms to - stampede  the  French'

; .reproduetion of an. artide ap-
R pearmg' in the Angust 27th, 193’7 i
« - itisue of TA LYTTE OUVRIE'KE

| ARE ‘THE ““ALLIE’S” OF DO-

~In ‘August 1936 the French
“French Front.”

tensum of the. Peoples Frent in-
o ‘2 Cspoper-patriotic  .combina-
include “all
henest and sincere faseists.” The

forled this despicable; anti-Marx- |
ist slogan of betrayal, but up-
permost was. their desire to dra-
goon the young workers of
inte fighting in the

They felt the war;
Was very near. The Moscow hu-

tisans in France (following the|
demands .of Mx. Laval, the rep-
resentatlves of French imperial-|

French army. This was the price
demanded by the French bour-

Franco- -Soviet” Pact. The “great
and gemal leader of the world
did not hesitate a.
After all, of what im- |
revolutionary |
leadershlp of the class, st/auggle,
in France,. the conguest of power |
by the | French pl'mlﬂtamat as)

momeft.

com;pared with . a nice piece of |
paper jointly sxgned ~by Shalm,_

and Lavgl?’
In 1e,ahty, of course,

and his lackeys in power, come
what may! The French Stalinist]
movement was already far ipo0
corrupt. and burepucratized: tod
pffer any régistance to the. conrse
of .open betrayal imposed upon;,
it from. Moseow. The YCL im-
medlately ~broke united front

Socrahsts for anti-militarist ac-

eame the most ardent supporters.
of the two-year com;wlsory wil- |
itary service for the French youth.
They vied Fwith the police in re-
pressjng any and all -opposition |

perlahsm
i However, the concept of the |

by the Secialists and ignored by
the fascists. The CP.retreated
and quietly dropped the slogan]
-rnaturally, without a word of
ekplanation. But the inextin-
ghishable ﬂame of patriotism |
still burned in the soul of the
orgamzatlon that has the nerve’

Apparently, the Stalinists new
think that the time is r&pe again |
1:9 Yaunch a “meneh Front” meve-’
ment The s!ngan jtself fs not
Tis a group in the pre:

and not:the eentral commltbee of
ﬁw CP, bat this is unnﬁs'bas(eably
arrenewal the Stalinst attempt
'bO‘ ‘wnite with the fascists and |

masses ‘inte the coming 1mpemal-
ist wm-ld war; -

“The following is a verbatim

{ ench “ Fourth . Anternational-
igts) under the title:. WHERE ]

umsts” Exchaﬂgﬁ ?otes Wiﬂl.

'RIOT" (Domot is the chief fasc-

ist leader in France today,  spe-

cifically attacked as such by the{

Stalinist press—F. L. D.).

How many times have you;

.read that the partisans of the
Fourth International are the

friends . of Doriet? Inevitably, ]

the facts demonstrate  tha
those who launch this calum-
ny are themselves the friends
of Doriot. We publish below
the text .of a letter. of  the

Communist. Youth of  Vencej.

to the Doriotists, and .their
reply. It is an edifying pic-
ture.
published by . Deriot's paper
and. reproduced by the social-
ist .paper of Var.
authentic.

and Guyot (leaders of the CP
and YCL respectlvely»-—F L.
D).

Young. communists, _break
this infamous pact with: fase-
ism! It.is with the. yeung rev-
olationists, with . the
Reyolutionary Socialist. Youth,
Fourth Internatiomalists—(F.
L.D.), -that .you -must organ-
ize common. action, - against
I'Union Sacree. (the most pa-
triotic form of class coflabor-
ation—F.L.D.), against  Stal-

inism, for the program’ of the

secialist revolution!
The Section of the Popular
Unitm of French Youth of

The jetters have been:|

They are | .
This is the result |
of the directives of Thovez |

JSR.|

Venee -(Alpes-Marit,) (Youth/

Party—IF:L.D:) - -has'
the -following letter:::

COMMUNIST YOUTH
(Group of Vence}
Vence, June 12, 1937.

“To the secretary of "the U.
BJ.F. section,

“8ir,

‘The Communist Youth has-

‘received

fense. of all the. French yeuth.
“We. have demongtrated . by,

collaporate
all .youth, -whatever

fraternally with
be their

cies.

“I¢ -suffices for us only to
obtain your loyal and complete
-.collaboration, for we are not
maneuaverers, Strong, with the

without any . political maneuv-

and. .moral interests of all

Youth.

ask you to want to collaborate
with .us for the triumph of
this. ideal, which is als¢ yours.
“We would be happy if you
wonld grant us a preliminary
. aneeting, in:the course of which
we will decide. the .. possibili-
ties of future-discussions. -

- the condgtlon of youth Letv

been struggling for a Jong| -
time for the union and the de- | -

- our acts that we are partisans |
of this union and that we are} .
more dispesed than ever to|

political and religious tenden- |

power of our idea, we serve, |

. er, the material, intellectual |

“It is in this spirit that we ‘

‘I is not by hate, by dis-” ‘
_putes, that we shall amelioratey

“in order to: weork: hen- for the

of the French-:youth.
“Hopmg that.. .our’ .letter.
accept’ our greetings. -

Copmmumist Youth of

. Vence,

_ _A_‘,lhe'rt Belleudy.

. The U:PJ.P. Section re-
" plied: ' ’

.. French Youth

Poriot

Gragse,

‘Vence). -

Vence, June 28, 1937,
“Ml Secretexry,

- "Since. its foundation,.
Popular . Union -

" Youth has struggled. 1o defend
the material. and. inteHectual
interests of ail tfhe youth - of
France. -

. “By. our paec;se acts, we

- have demonstrated. that we.
do not want the enthusiasm. of

service of -any political or phi-.
lospphical . ideal whatsoever; -
‘We do not reject.any loyal]
“and  disinterested eoMabora-{
tion, provided that. it be es-
- sentially French and . that -its

'us dls.cuss ona.l‘ly, fraternaliy, 1

- amelingition - of - the: conditioni -

. will havea: favorable respénse,{-
Fer the group of thel

The Secretary: _i

'.?DPuiai-~'Uhieh -Qf_"t'hef-_" ;
President of Honor: J
Federation of the Alps:

' . ¢Arrondissement of |
Section of |-

‘I .agkngowledge the -receipt |
of your tetter of June 12, 1937,
the
‘of ~ Freneh]

the youth to be placed:in the.

trys L.
" “Weane happy ta see, by
. your: letter, that- you. recognize
- the purity -of our-ideal,

- “Heowever, we.do not con-’
~. sider . the :Vence . section- as
qualified to make-:a decision -
which concerns, all .the. youth:
of France. Gon=equqntiy, we
- ‘hope -that ':3~the “Cential“Com-"
. mittee - of < the : Comxranist,
- Youth, « 1mplessed w:th yowr”
-initiatiye, - will .get ; in * touch
with" the . Central- Com mttee
of - the .Popular - Umon of the
Prench Youth,

of ‘the .youth. of - our <:0Lmtry,_
we shall.suppress the fratri-’
cidal hatred of all Freaclmen,
please -aceept-qur - gmemngs..
For the > Secretary: -

The Assistant.. Secxetary,

. George Sea»@a\x .

- Comment- on:. this. : - seandalous -
example of - Stalinist: »dég*enela-
tion' would' be superﬂuous - Does
one need fuither proof " of: the..
perfidious- and- treacherous role-
of Stalinism - teday?: : ¢ MWthout .
batting. an’ eyelash,  the. young:
Stalinists adlmt that ‘their nre- -
gram is’the same as ‘the Joun,g
fascists? ‘In:-such -a  demapogic
competition,- it  is the fascisis, of

{-course,whe. will : swin out jin the:

‘end——unless, ' the  “youth can be
rallied to the -only” banner: ‘#hich -
ean .save humamty~the ‘banner
of- revolutionary - Marxism—the -
Fou:th Intemat;lonal :

1 .of . Doriot’s Freneh Popular]
Stalm:;_ﬂ- — L 2

msplratlon be A the tradu--

; Laadmg’ Statf n».Aeem:« :

“The ofﬁc1a1 expianatlon for
"the: abihty of these- “scoundrels”
to permeate the appamtus and |

cany -on this work i ofa- ‘piece ]
with. - the - charges ' “themselves.
The entire leading staff of - the:
| youth, with Kossarev at the head,
is aecused of fostering moral
degeneration, engaging . in -drink-.
mg bouts “instead - of exmaﬁmg
v1g11ance This enabled the
‘scum” to carry on its destruc- |
tive work unhiindered.

Who are - the le.adens in -the!

Central  Committee of the . Kem-.

somol. whose heads are now inij
the noose of. the G.P.U. -exeeu-
tioners? First, there is Kossa-.
rev' himself whose fate -is -still
unkhown. His post of General
Secretary denotes the extent of .
confidence placed in him by the |
ruling cliqgge. He has held that
post fer years. - Thus we find
him not only directing the des-:
truetion of Komsomel as a poli-

tical .orgamization at the Tenth

Congress in 1936 but alse obedi-

Congress in 1931, and for several |
iyears before that. We find him |
not only writing extensive ar-
ticles on the “Soviet Yeuth and
the Stalin Constitution™
weeks - before he himself came
under. five but: tegether with other |
members  of- the Central Com-’
mittee directing the greatest]
purge in Komsomol histery. It

should be-borne in mind that for

months now hundreds of youth
editors, organizers, functionaries,

{in short the entire youth . appara-

tus in the country was

|purged from top to bottom.
As for the other names inen-
tioned, pach gne of them has von—

being

siderable standing in the Stalin-|
ist - bureamncracy.  They were all|

Ithe obedient and -mnwav@;iﬁg

“thas been transformed
ently executing the divectives of |
{the bureaucracy . at the Ninth |

| movement.

he: Cmmai Committee i ;»1931.
(Ninth Qongress); ‘he had previ-
ouslp occupied the key post of}
secretary of the Moscow Kom--
‘somol;  Saltanov: was not onlyl
fone of the heads of the Lenin-!
grad organization but o1 the Cen-}

Komosomelskya Pravda = shertly.
.after the Ninth -Congress, hay-
ing. been on.the editorial staff.

tral Committee in' 1931, Bubekm{':’
assumed ‘the post of - editor -of7.

Tenth (‘Amgess (1936) How
great must be the: dlscontent; in
the: country, among the: youth in-
paltlcular, and” how. frantic. the
fear of the bureauuacy, if the.|
ruling chque feels
trust ‘even such people'“

Purg«e To Comtmue

The. decision ..of -the : Pieﬂum
and ‘the ~stress it . la'ys R PUEG-
ing"‘the “youth, on “rooting. ont

|for years before that. In gther
{words these “enemies of the peo- |

1ple” .belong to the generation of |that the purge has by no mesns!
youth that followed the Stalinist |reached :its.climax put will rather:

Jeade;rshlp unquestioningly not
only in the stmtgg“le against the '

‘the ‘Bukharvinists,

3]l remnants of the agentry-of!
lenemy classes” clearly indicates

be intensified  in . the
'weeks -and - ‘months,

coming |

In a speech he dehvered at the;

%hat At cannot] ‘_,-

tions of. hbelty of 011‘Pw~oan-

‘Heping -that, by . the mm)n .

ﬁghters ‘of-‘the young g‘eneramn
"and those of - the’ ol oenelabmn” :
(Pl:a’vds, Jﬂly 2,-1930).

The vise’ “of -steel i n)ch
Stalm strangled the - old - om"zela-

| youth... T the. fact thit th;-’bu-"‘
{reaucracy now finds one o7 xts

:staunchest props’ unveli a‘bie
s -compelled- to:xenovate i
paratus. of repression at:serera
al a juncture is one of the most

unmistakable: signs of the  be 1
-ginning - of' the ‘'end of  Stalimism.

From :.omt ~of the -cadres of the .
Seviet ;youth-must come the ead- .

extending, ers” of vesmrgent Bolshevisz in -
|Left Opposition but -also against. deeper. and: deeper. mto the ra:lsﬂ{sJ1

It was they of the youth, . . i
who were left in charge of the |

Youth in the 5 year period- be- Slxteenth Palty Conn-less, Kos-»

‘the  Sowviet--MInicn. ~That s ~why -
the repression is so ruﬂﬂe ‘and .
dee}hgomo s
. G;'W, o

Newark Ylpseis Comen-
trate on Industnai Work

In hvo years the YPSL of
Newark has. tripled in size and
from a
eonfused centrist debating society
to a revolutionary organization:
with roets in the working class

The finest, Newark -industrial

a few|

{won most of the . uynion offices, j
into. the |

work has been ‘in the Mergétt]
‘strike of {BWQGC, and in the Perth
Amboy Sme&ter& Refinery Union.|
The Mevgett. strike involved. 600
workers, lakgely . oung and -un-|
'skilled. In the course of 2 ten,

weeks strike the Yipsels in charge |

gave the workers a thor oug'h

is: develomng, this-situation is -

education in class struggle union-|
ism,  organized - ‘a progressive

group, which-smashed -a group iare ready to join-the: party. At

of red. balters in the umon, and

and began recruiting
party. The possibilities for' re-|
ergiting in this Jocal are Jimitless.

is slightly. different.

th-:-m_gh _there is a good wnion
leadership, the rank and file is!
ngt as develpped.” At American,
Smelting dand: Refining," with: 1500
workers, & sit down -strike was:
won in- twe weeks, At no'-thne,s
however, were more than 1000/
workers pro CIQ, and at one peoint | -
there were only 25 men sitting in’
the :plant. As a.strong leader: hip

proving, The leading:figure in the-
strike has beem recruited, - and
other militant wmkem are 1eadyz
to join. © - - 3

In both -of these plants, union-
paper are being -put out with’
a class struggle editorial policy.}

Other indistrial work has alse
been fruitfid: In the Wiorthington:
Gammon Meter lodge of SWOE:
rwith 200 members, four officers-

Irvington - Smei&mg & Reéfining;

ers are -mifitant negroes!
The Yipsel growp in the Reta;l
Clerks Union' includes two leader:

‘triniphed - after a six ‘month- ﬁght
with the president and-orga: wzer
‘an 01 Guard Secialist. v

Thea'e ~are: 22+ Yipsels :in vthe-_,\
WAA. Their work has resutted
in the Lénin Branch of the ovarty-
consisting of people mcxuwe"l out
of the Alliance units.

- Our main’ source of 1ecx\lr‘tmg
inte the YPSL itself has-been the ©

-pendents were vécwuited -into. the
YPSL. -At the- present tinge thert
is- every plospect for eon» \d:&ix
recru,ttmg in ‘the colle,bee, "

“Work in the ¥CL: is+ 'beg"mn@ '
0 . preducee results: - One : :
¥ €Ler: has heen veeruted;

.ami

with ~-150. members* there: are
many, anti-fascist Spaniards -and:
a Jdesder of the Yseal -is: joining?

{the -party. At present theie.axe’
The situation in Perth Aniboy.ipossibilities in .a-strike at. Essm;’.ma,ss revolutionary 30\1t'
Here, al- iCounty, where -most .of the work- :in this* country

jtw;o more are-almost mad,y tiy foin:

With the: fivst ‘steps cor ﬂted
the. Newark YPSL looks ferward
“confidently to- the . .buﬂdm,w of g
‘ague

of 'the Iocal, whose policies naw .‘ )

PASU,  Ewery.’-chapter in - Ssses .-
‘Gountty i Y PSL ded.. . In-Hgsey .

Junfor: G¢llege-all bt two  ‘nde-

e o
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_THE CHALLENGE _
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OF YOUTH

- We March Ahead

The drum beat and rifle crack of imperialist war
sounds louder than the tramp of our thousand. young mili-
tants. Louder too is the echo of boss patriotism sounded
by Stalinism and its stooges. The noise, the clatter made

- by -every agent of deception and treason within or near
the working class is ever more blatant and tinny. The
cackle of these traitors is more persistent as the moment

. nears when they will have to shoo the young workers and

- gtudents of this country into the goose step of military
diseipline.

.Compared with the»> migthy colossus of capjtalism,

. compared even with the puffed up “titans” of the Com-
munist Party, Young Communist League, American Youth
«Congress, our. force of 1000 appears small. Small, yes—
for the present. But.a FORCE nevertheless. - We are not

- simply Davids challenging a Goliath. Truly, the advan-

fage is with us. - Like soldiers firing a machine gun, we
- have in our hands a weapon that gives each of us the
- strength of one hundred. Our fists carry a’ dynamo. of
power—the revolutionary idea. That power with which
Marx and Engels cast a spectre of communism- over the
" whole of Europe, which, wielded by Lenin.and Trotsky,

i - made.the walls of old Russia crumble, is ours.

~I¥o.force on earth can stand. up against a revolutionary.

- program; and-the will and courage to.fight for it. Armed
. with..such -a program,-our.band- of thinking, courageous
Jmhtants is. more than a-match for the overgrown: cretins
_ which Stalinism and Pagifism;. like: capitalismitgelf; are.

One thousand: today, two-thousand ‘tomorrow,: three thou-
_..+ sand. the next day-this same program,: backed by inten=:
swe activrty m the class struggle, wa nurture us, andi

i a mlghty League of. revelutmnary‘_ y{mth :

~For:a Party of Revoh:tlon

.. The work we do-as a Young: P.eoples’- ' Soeiaiist League

“does not have as its only aim.the building of a youth or-

- . gapization. . Recruiting-into our ranks-young workers and
students who are willing to join us in the day:to day fight
agaist capitalism, we seek to-educate them, train them. to
the end that: they will become u~nderstanding--ﬁghters for.
Socialism. .

“Time and. time. .again history has demonstlated ‘that
wlthout ‘2 PARTY of the working class, of which the youth
- League is but a section, the proletariat cannot make any.
- decisive-and lasting gains. - In Germany, the absence of
a revolutionary party meant-Hitler; in Spain it means-a
Negrin regime instead of a proletarian-rule which would
. sweep Franco and his allies into the sea. Circumstances.

have led to the organization of a revolutionary youth
- Ireague prior to the constitution of a revelutionary party.

But the forces for such a party are not lacking. Having

- triumphed with our left wing principles in the YPSL,
largely with the aid of our comrades. in. the: Socialist. Par-

ty, it is.now our duty to lock:arms more:closely- with these |

comrades -and pull together. for the creation of a REVQ-
LUTIONARY PARTY.

When  the centrist, (the neither-here—nor-—theres) and,
the right-wingers unleashed a furious drive against us in
the League, it was only the reflection af a:general drive
&gainst the Left in the Socialist Party. . At its last meet-
- ing, the N.E.C. of the Party capped its campaign of terror

. against the Left with a decision -to expelwilly-milly all

supporters: of- the: Socialist Appeal, the left wing publica-
tion. At the same time, it endorsed the political program
of the Right. Just as in the YPSL a majority of the mem-
bers stood behind the left wing, so in the Party do the

active-,"nﬁ'litant members stand with-the Appeal..

. The Party revolutionaries have. called a rank and file
conventlon In advance of its meeting, the Young Peoples

- Socialist. League. sends comradely greetings; and pledges-
. its:support.. - From the ranks:of the ¥PSL will come mem-:

bera-for-the PARTY, members ste¢led in revolutionary
_ education; members ready to sacrlﬁce for Socialism.

One’ .ousand Strong,

- as easily- as broken bodies.

i 'murder‘

cally to conceal his betrayal of Socialist principles, ‘his:

restoration of & true working class govemmenta

'men. The new

:IEI]'?'lﬂ_ c&.ADFemng)y, l"{jli";r Gnalfrieti’ 'League have been established at
et ¥ . 116 University Place,- New Y01k
Anne Kracik, = Oscar Shoenfeld, 4

The Purge of the Komsomol

count of the purge in the Komsomol.
tion to root out all real and possible elements of dissent,
having struck down the old Bolshevik leaders, now reaches
down to the youth. Consider the enormity, and the sig-
nificance, of it. Those against whom Stalin now points
his murderer’s finger, were all of them brought up under.|
Stalinism. Their minds were never “adulterated” with
the teachings of Lenin and Trotsky. Some:of them, the
leaders, were specially trained in the corruption of the
Stalinist bureaucracy. .

Notwithstanding, Stalin senses the restless spark of
dissatisfaction, the desire for freedom that smolders with-
in the youth. . It does not suffice-to persecute the leaders|
who were responsible for guaranteeing the loyalty of the
youth, but it is necessary to repress, in the mad and ruth:
less manner that Stalin’s, every youth who may date to
think for himself.

To think for yourself—that is the greatest of crimes!
Stalin demands unquestioning obedience. Not long ago;
the Komsomol were deprived of all political functions.
The Komsomol were completely divorced from “politics”;
their “communist” job—to become experts in sports and~
parachute jumping.

How different from the sp1r1t of communlsm' One

avenues of education were opened. Their minds were en-|" " Th

couraged to investigate everything. They were 1mpressede

with the obhgatlon of becommg thinking comrades:in a|,

Socialist society. In that scheme of things, the. Komsomol-
were to play an important role.

Not so with Stalin.
Precisely. = But-the processes of thought cannot be: stlfled
Restless, curious,.anxious. 0;
‘seek freedom, thousands of young Russians: begm to" eon

plain, secretely- ponder - about the meaning. of Socxallsm";.;
'..questlon, look for channe]s of expression.. .Some,; per'hapsl,:

mlsdlrected under the reglme of repressmn, fa}l i

Zmovxev, I :

But in them had hved the spark of’ Revo-
lution.

By unleashing terror and fear, Stalin’s trles frantl-

treason. committed against the workers of the world; as-
also. the deficiencies. and inequalities of the Soviet’s eco-
nomic life. . There remain, however, stalwarts who ca-fmot.
be frightened or terrorized. Some may be in jail; some in:
prison—others: murdered. Yet they will find .the means
to organize against the dictatorship of Stalin, and for the
Stalin’s.
living fear is that! e

Delegates Hold
Spitited Session

(Continued from page 2)

Les - Reid: (Youngstown,: Qhig). -
The national officers: will. be,
in addition to National Chariman’
Erber: National Secretary—Hal|
Draper; National - Organizer— [,
Nate Gould, Editor of the official:
organ of the League—Mannyj;:
Garrett; National Student:Direc-
tor—.Anne Kracik; Educational |
Director—Frank Demhy ‘A Na-
tional_Buro of seven was set up
in New York City, the new na-
tional . headquarters, . consisting
of: Erber, Draper, Gould,.Gar-
rett, Kracik, Dewby, plus a rep-
resentative of the party.

The National Office

By unanimous vote of the con-
vention, Ernest Eiber of Chicago
was re-elected National Chair-
National Execu-
tive: Committee was voted by -ac-

clamation to sfand as follow: :
‘of the

(New York; Yetta Barsh, Irving City.

Bern, Nathan Gould (Chicago);.
Paula Aragon, Frank Ricco,
Howard Rosen, Ray Spatrow
(Calif.); Tarmo Hannula (Mass.);
Al Lowenthal (Newark); = Bob
Stiler  (Ohio); Alex Wollod
(Phila.) The alternates are: Ben
Alexander (Upstate N, Y.); Bill
Brody. - (Minn.); Irving  Howe
(New. York); Fred: Martinez

ELEANORA DERBN

Youth Page in “Secialist Appeal”

" By agrement with the editorial
board of the Socialist .Appeal, it
has been decided to devote a.page
to youths news, Comlades are
mvxted té submit articles’ and

news stories for the Appeal youth

In this issue of The Challenge, we print a news ac-|{:
Stalin’s determina- |}

‘Dear comrades: - ": .. s

The" glowth of: the Massachu-
setts Y:PS:L: in° the. Past yea1
although-it. 'does  not ‘show an-

does -however .represent -a most’
encouraging and stimulating ori--

entation to the masses of youth :
Coming. out . of the last state;
convemon with a cxymg need:.
f01 a" mass base, we expended-
our forees upon the Y’s, the set-:
tlement’ housed Al Y C.; and. othe1

youth -clubs" and ‘groups in acé-
cordance with our national policy.’

Not minimizing the 1mp-mtance'
of reachl‘ng young people by these”
nieans, we”did nevertheless reals’

ize -the . shortcomings . involved.”
‘The need of a. healthy revolution-

'ary movement based upon and”
fostered - by-the" Atnencan labor-

. [movenient- as représented. by the’
_restless mdustnal strength of the’

of the first victories of the Revolution was to liberate Rus-|¥9
sian youth from the restrictions of the Czarist. world. New [5,1: v

To think might be to dlsagree 8L

occurred .

feld.’

i of mdustnal orza-'
mzatmn and strxkes that broke
glar

an 'orga‘mzer N
fahe G.1.0, Move' .
wiged eagerly - -

-+ amenev—-the scores of mur- eak and,

dered revolutionary leaders—-—-were not in: actlvee _ pposy
| tion to Stalin. .

Destroyed. in these men, it may. take fire.in. the -

‘hearts of workers who fought on Russia’s barmcade% i P

_the enquiring minds of youth Russians too young to fight-| e

in. 1917.

the bosses i
perlogl of  time
New  York’
Yffice” and '
;" ‘the " dplit '
Bobkkeepers, j

in’ the
Stenographexs and. Accountants )
Union in’ Massabhﬂsetts with our
comrades leadmg the fight-for.a
stronger. umion, }

The food f Lynn were =
ili omrades and
are now ‘preparmg the ground for
recogn)tmn by thie bosses.. Again
in Lynn, young, .workels, rebell-
ing at sweatshop onditions- in a

§pring plant- ‘wete" organized” by

our .comrades and are iow nego- -

tioting for-a contract with- the .,
| boss. . The steel organizing drive

of theé CI.O. diew many of our
comrades intosactive work. in that |
Aftel strikes' mvolvmgk
hundreds of young. steel workers
in the Wprcester alea we find
our ‘comradés’ solidly entvenched .
in the responslble ranks of these
young' industrial workers; - A
Industry after mdustry, strike

after. strike; found:our ideas and R

interpretations . gaining  in infla=-

ence, laying a-firtn basis for. re- -
cruitment. . The ,-A.Y.C., with- alf-
its liberal. ga;b an Lofty Syiu~
pathy for labor only. proved: to. us
its utter. servahty -anddestitution-
by .passing. a2 notion ‘once to aid: .
a pxcket\hne, only- Yipsels: ang-.
wered .the call.on" the line! And
the - Stalinists,” with - their peace
policy took: -part:-in-:all this- by
leading the A.Y.C. (with its nine-

real members) “and. the ‘Emer-

picnies™ or “moonlight. sails.” :

The, growth -of- the:: Massachu--
setts Y.P.S.L; i guaranteed but;
‘guaranteed “only “beéguse of the.

- |application.’. of wa’: class—struggle'.

policy.:

(Calif.); Saul -Mendelson ' (New-
ark); Paul Picquet (Chicago);

-page as well as for the Challange. | . --

: Comradely‘ ,yours
CAUGUST: MASON

-aniazing increase in’ ‘membership; .

he meat- and' P

gency Peace ‘Gouneil” on “peace. v
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