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xposes U. S. Preparing
itervention in Sino-Jap War

T : .« o The Roosevelt administration, sponsor of the largest military and na-
F &Stem C“S'S Shower s val budget ever adopted by the United States, is actively preparing ior a
: " : new imperialist war. Already it has scrapped the fake “neutrality legisla-

: ; tion” and dumped it into the diplomatic wastebasket,
| Fﬁr New wnrld war The keynote was struck by Roo:evelt in his speech at Chicago when
he called for sanctions against the “agressor nations” and further demanded
that the “peace lovmg nations make a concerted effort in opposition to those
3 ers Rally to Defend Own Interests violations of treaties.”

In Sub]llgahng China The treaties that Roosevelt referred to are the Nine Power Treaty and
©the Kelloge Briand Pact

The .'pil’l' Of ‘37 . signed by the leading capit-

alist nations for the purpose
of keeping an “Open Door”
for the imperialist exploita-
tion of China.

For decades, Wall Street, to-
gether with other foreign “civil-
_ izers,” has robbed and plundered
S - RS & : . : the Chinese market. Roosevelt’s
e of China on . 3 2 ; - i il T ——" Chicago audience would have
in the brief-| § better understood his remarks

hadhesmdthnt.hpanwn
Wm’ ‘on “his territory. -
Roosevelt is only fearful lest the
Japanese robbers steal the en-
tire booty from the Chinese vic-
tim, and thereby cut out his own
gang of thieves.

Roosevelt, however, has sud-
denly become a friend of the Chin-
ese masses. In his speech he
cries out against “the bombing of
innocent women and children,”
the “reign of terror”, and the
“international lawlessness” of
4{Japan. He had to make such a
speech. American workers would
never act as cannon fodder in
the next war had he truthfully
said, “We must stop Japan to
make more profits for Wall St.”

The same stock phrases that
were used to rally support for
the last world war, were used by
Roosevelt in his Chicago address.
One need only substitute “China”
for “Belgium” and the story of
: : ; : ; e : 1917 could be retold word for
nt in Illinois. B SR Ha B ¥ F | word.

: thrown out A ! :

: Browder Hails Speech

For war, Roosevelt needs to
=il cement the “holy alliance” be-
, 4 SR 2 4 }| tween the working class and the
" Parke 3 AP 3 : = 3 = : \| bourgeoisie. - He needs “labor
"""" hen he onstration of , 3= ' i lieutenants” who can swing the
; 10 support of the workers in favor
of the war he is about to under-
take. He has long been sure of
Green, Lewis, and the social-de-
mocratic fakers. Today, however,
he has a new ally, the Commun-
ist Party.

tional who led the working class
to war .in 1914, has greeted
Roosevelt’s pro-war speech 'E:t:;
the heartiest applause. .
|Browder, in a statement to_the

: mla: AYC mavement, the YPSL has |miserable social-patriotic speech
C  assumes (Gut&ud on page 7) . (Continued on page 2)
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WAR PERIL ACUTE AS POWM

-

ARGUE OVER SPANISH SOLUTION,

—o-o P

A showdown between Mussolini
and London is expected in Europe
in the next few weeks, Only a
complete retreat of the fascists
frem Spain can temporarily stave
the imevitable imperialist war.
Italy intends to make no such
move! Her dilatory replay to
impatient British-French requests
for a 4 power diseussion of re-
moval of Faseist troops was un-
equivocal.

The next move was made by
Bgance. British imperialism di-
rected the course of the Popular
Fromt Gowernment. Last weeks
announcement of a special London
Cabinet meeting deglared that
Britain and France would accept
Italy’s proposal for a meeting of
the petrified Non-Intervention
Committee to discuss withdrawal
of foreign troops from Spain. The
puspices of this meeting is un-
imipertant. We may also assume
that its decisions will not refleet
the actual arrangements being
made for Spain. Britain is en-|
trrely concerned with safeguard-
ing its investments, It has no
time to ponder the consequences
of war for the workers.

“They key to unlocking the war
deers rests entirely in the hands
of England. At the beginning of
the Spanish civil war huge sums
of British capital weke placed

Early support of Franco was de-
signed to prepare a fat market
for English capitalism after
Franco crushed the workers.
w this idea the reactionary

nmsdad the self- ap-

for “French -
pmulism lnm and the Stalin-
ists, to sponsor the Non-Inter-

Fention scheme—avhich emhanced
copsiderably the prospect of a
faseist Spain. Britain, however,
did not anmclpate that the colony
hungry faseists in Germany and
Italy, who were independently
finanding Frapco, weuld be so
powerful a threat -to anglo-inte-’
rests. = Mussolini poured - not
mm'ely money into = Franco’s
campaign, but close to 100,000

squadrons of airplanes and
aviators, ships, guns, etc. Mus-
solini litrally conducts Franco's
WAr inst the workers! He is
of np mind to share his position
w;th the envious British.

Rum* Prepares
“China Intervention

(Continued from page 1)

will Browder make npext?

The fight agsinst war must be

arTie onxusptteofthebe-

- It is the young workers
vy - who' will pay with

ves to advance Roosevelt's

¥ mims. They must or-
my under the banner of

; Speeches

mination in Spain lies in the en-
Ltry it gives Mussolini into the
British colonial empire. Were
control of the Mediterranean to
be surrendered to Italy, Britain
would lose everyothmg The
Challenge of Italy is elear. There
will bhe no reversal of policy—
no ‘troops are to leave Spain—
more arve bemg added. The do-
mination' of Spain by Mussolini |

to the safety of Britain's life line
‘(the Mediterranean and Suez
Canal.)) To avoid this England
is anxious that the rebels shall
not: win a complete victory.
Even less, however, would she
like to see a victory of the Span-
ish werkers.

A most pleasant selution from
the British view, would be an
agreement of France and the
loyalists to cease the war and give
Fyranco threedfourths of Spain.
This is undoubtedly what London
His working for. But again there
is difficulty with Italy. Nobody
will really ascertain the strategy
of Britain by reading “official”
and pronouncements
by its diplomats. Under the sur-

jTace of newspaper rubbish, in se-

cret conferences and with its war
industry running full blast—the

iBntlsh bourgeoisie works in
at she disposal of the fascists.!eaimest.

British imperialists are great
lovers of peace. They desire peace

today. The “peaceful” mainten-
ance of the s y s t e m of class
of class exploitation. The “peace-.
ful” oppression of millions of
exploitation. The “peaceful”
prevention of proletarian revo-
lutions which would déstroy cap-
italism forever. The last consi-
deration is a direct and imme-
diate problem for the British war
department. No spokesman for
the Foreign Office fails to men-
tion it. Capitalism in France and
Britain prefer fascism a thous-
and times to a worker's govern-
ment.

Nevertheless, some measure
must be taken against Italy. The
dilemma grows constantly larger.
Will England make further con-
cessions to Spain -and risk two
Italian feet in the Mediterranean,
or will it risk war and the pos-
sible end of capitalism?

Oct. 16th. H. S.

The real danger of Italian dn‘

through Franco would put an end-

more than anything in the world |7}

Far East May Be Starting
Point of New World

Fastest.” ‘
. “The death rate of = Ame-
~ rieans with _incomes of less
than $1,000 a year from the
‘ten major diseases is twice
that of the rest of the papula-
tion.”

“For seven of the ten di-
seases... the death rates mount
: steadly as the income goes
down,”

“Ten diseases take this t.oll
“of three out of four of our
deaths. Where do they strike
hardest and most often? In
"+the home of the poor, of that
one third of our people.. ill-
fed, ill-housed, ill-clothed.”
*The death rate from all
causes is more than twice as
high for the unskilled workers
as for the professional.”
(Execerpts from the N. Y.
Times article on peport to the
American Public Health Asso-
eiation. 7No comment is need-
ed.)

- -

AN ACNOWLEDGEMENT

We wish to express the thanks
of the entire League to PEONEER
PUBLISHERS for its splendid
cooperation in building the Chal-
lenge. The offer which we make
of a free cloth-botnd copy of
Behind the Moscow Trials, is
made possibie only by the fra-
ternal generosity of comrade
Wasserman and the other com-
rades of Pioneer Publishers.

‘Health Data Show Poor Die|

Left wing Soecialists of New

¥ork City have given an answen

to the disgraceful Peoples’s Front
hysteria which has drawn the
support of all “radical” and
“labor” -organizations behind the
Republican candidate for mayper,
LaGuardia. That answer lies in
the nomination of James P. Can-
non for mayor of New York.
"The wide-spread capitulation
to People’s Frontism and the ne-
cessity “of a write-in vote( due
to Thomas’s last minute with-
drawal) present tremendous ob-

paign. The committee in chaxge;
headed by Alex Retzkin, has,
however, already made extensive
plans to educate the workers to
the meaning of the political is-
sues involved.

Republicdins Embarrassed

Thé platform maps out a cam-
paign based on immediate class
struggle issues; an analysis of
the natore of “Father” LaGuar-
dia and all his " Angels”; the un-
named People’s Front which has
been formed and its consequences;
and stresses the necessity of solv-
ing these problems in the only
possible way—the independent
class struggle of the workers for
socialism.

Without exception, all the other
existing political and labor or-
ganizations have exposed thier
essential character in the en-
dorsement of La Guardia who in

turn has endorsed the entire Re-

stacles to the left-wing cam-|

publican slate, incluGs
baiter; . Harvey (B ou;
in Queens), The Comin
ty’s back door support ¢
ist candidates in the p
elections last year
becoxne so straight.

it is a source of
rassment to the

find themselves in.
the Communists. Th
rassment is hardly
however, and the line-up
the Stalinists not in

Anti-labor “friend of ;u )

All this i spite of the §fact
that the antiflabor pesition of
“the friend of labor” is already
flaglantly demonstrated m the
suppression of militaney in' the
recent painters strike, the Auto-
mat strike and in the de ate
efforts heing made fo p¥event
othe1 strikes. The dirty work of
“pacifying” the militant warkem
now falls inte the hands of the
“radicals” and tzgdp ists
who are desperately in nee of
justifying their support of La
Guardia by preventing M bases
in which his role is pre-@uded
and inevitable. g

It might be noted "
that in order mot to -
La Guardia when ke 3
the Fascist meeting {
day, the "radicals”
first time in many
neglected to have sheir
cist committee ecall a @

ntly
ass

demonstration.

(Continued from page 1) ;

of China” like the fascist ‘educa-
tors of Ethiopia” are fiercely im-
patient. Words cannot describe
the vast suffering and horror
which shrieking bombs have
brought to Chinese workers and
peasants . Japan in its furious
drive, display all the savage and
inhuman traits common to every
bourgeoisie-—Great Britain,
France and the United States,
The imperative heeds” of the
ambitious and greedy militarists
are centers for money invest-
ments, territory and human sla-
ves for exploitation. :China of-
fers the best opportunity for the
solution of all these problems.

vﬂmoftmior 50c! Get

: | revolutionary movement is

nothmg!

THE CH,ALIENGE
- Will_give away GRATIS one
' Cloth-Bound Copy

% of '

Wxth every one year subs;rxptxon to the Challenge. A taotal 1

ym now!

. |0nly a lizited number of copies! The only t.m'g;mt the |

|Street the control of China by

{their expansionist dreams in the

Two gigantic. obstacles, however,
stand in the road of Japan’s en-
terprise; the U. S. and Great
Britain. Capitalism, which dri-
ves England and America to
“save” China, impells Japan to
take it from them. A war bet-
ween these powers is inevitable.

The world crisis of capitalism
created innumerable internal de-
fections in the economy  of
British and American imperial-
ism. A flourishing foreign mar-
ket is indispensable to continued
“peace’” at home, and for the
satisfaction of the bosses.
China has been the leading pene-
tration point of anglo and A-
merican capital for many years.
To Morgan, Rockfeller and Wall

Japan ‘would signify an end to

far east; a loss of an important
trade souree today; and the saeri-
fice of a vital military pesition in
the Pacific. Roosevelt,“the pro-
tector of Wall Street dollars in
China, has dramatically inform-

. xﬁllitary directors

mit no ‘open door” to |
face so simply.

The October 30th B
ference of 9 powers in:
Britain is intended to
two aims, To move Js
China and to prevent wi
undoubtedly fail in

w success of )
counter more de
vention by Lendon
Street!- War is an
but the stakes in
great for absiraet

Britain will not cons
until it - has exh
other means of ck
An old hand at
she is trying to pus
Union into more at
gainst Japan. In
it is safer to sup

army than to sum
army in China. “, :
is successful, B ‘

in the background t
However, Japan

ed Japan thnt the U. S. will per--
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plungin
same oé

.,a m:a will

. hdve been working

‘The plan is com:
s the notorious and
 (Industridl Mobil-

. It is the plan for
brutal military die-
he * pfoment “M-Day”
does it cail for?
i+ All . mgle
18 and 5 are

‘sm is .in toe
itary ecourt
\ - who “fails
to perform ‘any

. |day.

|cially declar

¢ land

;& national mobiliza= |
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It was a day like any other
Perhaps the sun was shin-
ing, however it mattered very
little. The Sergeants shouted to
the Corporals, the Corporals to
the Privates, and up on top the

- {Captains bellowed at the Lieute-

nants. Otherwise thére was a
state of peace; the war was offi-
ed over and the peo-
ple were officially declared happy.
Everybody was happy eéxcept
the dead. But since they had died
[ Tor a just cause, it was presumed

. by thé speechm&kers, the peace-

body shoubed and tinkered with
colored balloons, horns, bagpipes,
drums and falsetto voices. They
‘ the military formalities
celebrated PEACE'

The

Navy |

—_—

“ALL 'ms WORLD I8 I!APPY
—  EXCEPT THE DEAD”

newspdpers and the editorial
writers summed up the war,
summed up the peace, added
praisés and literary wreathes
to the dead, and with steamlike

Ylpsels Join Party
Left mCalhng

#... an emeérgency Party con-
vention for the purpose of throw-
ing out the traitors; determining
the will of the party membership
on all the important Party Prob-
lems, and re-estabhshmg the
the Party on the foundation of
revolutionary socialism” (frem

, | the Convention Call, Socialist Ap-

peal, Oct. 2) is being called for
Thanksgiving weekend, Nov. 25-
8 inclusive, and wxll be held in
Chicago.

vention of the membmh»p has
as its signators the representa-
tives of the most aetive and vi-

Mmmmawomh.om
ta and Indiana; the City

B Executive Committee 0f Local e

This eall for a demoeratic con-|

| tal seetions of the Socialist move-|
.| ment in America. They intlude
~{the State Bxeeutive Committees

preeision they baked in hot lan-
[gn’age——a sum total of achieve-
ments. = The ‘imperial Germans,
the Turks, the Austrians and the
B'ulgatlans had been defeated, by
the Democratic Frenchmen, Am-
ericans and the Englishman—
and of course by the Italians.

The generals now gave way to
the bankers, who hid of course
for the last four years conducted
a very successful exchdnge; they
got the money—the army got the
men afid together the demoeratic
principal of “live and let live”
achieved = remarkable coopera-
-ition. The bankers radiant with
cash and 100 per cent ‘pa-
triotism signed the peace and
organized the payment of repara-
Ltiotts and war debts.

Now there was peace all over.
Where there had formerly heen
death, were now: many c¢rosses,
flags, headstones, orations; the

marble statues, Where Mr. Pria-
pus—the Greek showoff—had
been stationed in his toga, there
stood instead the Doughboy, in
very white ancient marble. Put
up entirely by subseription—it
was indeed an edifice that radi-
ated a long established capitalist
principal of Percent!

The brown sugar of wartime
turned fo the white sugar of
peace, bat no matter what sugar
sweetened your tea and coffee,
there was to be had-—the tart,
sour rations of poverty. Poverty
has no pefice timie, it is perma-
nent, indivisible, visible—but not
democratie} it is om the contrary
entirely autocratic—and is inflie-
ted on four-fifths of the nation.
All éver Europe stood the long
lines of poverty and disease,
wrapped in army blankets and
leggings.  Demobilization - had
had taken place, but the seldier
was still the soldier; the way he
walked! was nervous and jumped
‘when he heard a whistle! the gas
that he was always smelling the
scar on his face, the missing arm

By Edmund Ross  —=

Petcent genitlemen covered the|
|universe with pacts, facts, and

t Never Ended

and leg, and unmentionables.
Everybody' knew they were the
soldiers that had made the su-
prime sacrifice, but had made the
mistake of coming back alive to
an empty world from the dead
ones of the trenches,

The Big Parade to employment
agencies took placé and with
blueprint exacthess—a  head
nodded, said NO! “come back in
a week”. Or when they were
asked by a getitleman who also
went by the non de plume of
boss what their trades were, they
never said they Kkilled another
workingman, for they were set-
retely not proud of it. They could
not bear to say such things,
thotgh they had—killed, jabbed,
shot, gassed and been organized

“PARADE OF THE UNEM-
PLOYED”

murdetrers—which scienee they
had beeome a master of-——because
the man up there asking quaint
questions -about their past—had
it in his science to make them do
the things he wanted and they
did not have the demoeracy to
say NO! to mean NO! and do

something about there being a|/

NO MORE WAR WIORLD!
The war that never ended be-
gan in this fashion, from the top
with the industrialists,
President, to the Cabinet, to Con-
gress, to the ward heelers, the
police, the patriotic societies,
and at the last—the labor betray-
ers and the idealists, who only
wanted a war on eertain condi-
tions, certain democratic formu-
las and appendages, not CLASS
WAR,; not Marxism! but pure,
spiritual, white, unadulterated,
make the world safer war—of

. Amoua.s ‘masses want peace>
Mr. ‘Reosevelt, but does Amer-

y lican capitalism? The distinction
- iﬁ necessary.

W. S. BOWMER

| control.

to thej ¥

.|| BOLSHEVISM

e

the democratic apostles of Im-
perialism.

The sequence of the past still
exists; the sacrosanet podliticos
of peace, with their ornate lan-
guage, their objections, their dif-
ferent approaches, their virtues
and verities—all lumped togethet
are not apostles of class struggle
—but praétical peace, -which is
of course nothing but a new kind
of way to enter into a war ,yet
differing little from Mr. Wilson’s
“Make the world safe for demoe-
racy”. They are not only not
aposties, but they are apostates.
and the sequence of their apos:
tacy is the following. From
Roosevelt, to the ALP, to La
Guardia, La Guardia te Hairvey,
Harvey to Justice Black, Justice
Black to the Klan, the Klan to
100 per cent Americanism, 100
per cent Americanism— to the
Communist Party. The ALP is
the Armistice party, the percent
party, the career people, the
peace with capitalism... with
the praetiéal people... the office
holders for the contract at the
round table at which they square
the impossible with their statis-
tics of reform. Their mathematics
of struggle is the bold speech—
and the palsied act; the main
enemy—and then compromise;
democracy—but they practice
autocrady within the Uniong they
What is progressive
about them is their gradual pro-

“PEACE WITH CAPITALISM®

gress away, to the popular af-
front—against the needs of the

workingelass.  They are legion
to this, loyal to the bourgeois
needs of the moment and thé
hour. They do not struggle, they
only skirmish and them give up

iwcs | the ground, not in a refreat—but

in an organized rout.
It will be a day like any other
on. Eleetion day, fusing the ALP

'{with Harvey is more than one

days work, or two or thfee—or
the time is: not isfpertant,

dress for formal oecasioms, the
top coat ahd thé sikew hat of

> e
&

: | by
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Intermewed on Sp anish
Movement by Challenge

By Donald Bergner

Expressing his conviction that
“the youth will take an active
part in the fight for a ‘Workers’
Spain”, Harry Milton, recently
‘freed from a G.P.U. prison in
Barcelona, told of the growth of
the revolutionary movement in
Spain, spreading even into the
ranks of the Stalinist controlled
Juventud Socialistas Unificadas
(Unified “Socialist” Youth).
Comrade Milton, smoking one
cigarette after another, told of
being sent by the Debs column
to fight in Spain. Arriving in
Barcelona, and finding that they
had made no provision for him,
‘Milton enlisted in the Lenin divi-
sion organized by the POUM
(Workers Party of Marxist
Unity). He was sent to the
Huesca sector of the Aragon
front. There he was wounded
during a fight with the Fascists.
“I was in Barcelona during my
leave of absence”, said Milton,
“during the celebrated ‘May
Days’, and took part in the at-
tempt of the workers to stop the
Stalinists-led drive of the Peo-
ples Front Government to des-
troy all movements toward Social-
{sm. It was soon after this that
I was arrested and placed in a
prison run by the Spanish sec-
tion of Stalin’s G.P.U. and only
freed after vigorous protests
were heard all over the world”.
During his stay in Spain, Harry
Milton had the opportunity to
observe at first hand the develop-
ments in the Spanish labor move-
ment. “Unfortunately,” he said,
‘there is in Spain no consistent
revolutionary party or youth
movement although there are
gigns of their development.”
Spanish youth are not, as a
whole, as active politically as the
adults, according to Comrade
Milton, but those who are, are
usually further left and more
militant than their elders. Milton
also observed that the youth
movement is almost entirely made
up of working class elements,
with students and peasant youth
playing a minor role.

of the reformxst line and sup-
pression of the POUM ordered
by Moscow. “The Stalinist youth
troops at Alcubiri, for example”,
observes Comrade Milton, “had
to be removed to another front
after joint discussions had been
held between them and the POUM
youth.”

The other Loyalist youth or-
ganization was the J.CI. “This

lorganization supported the left

wing of the POUM and had de-
finite leanings toward the Bol-
shevik-Leninists. They passed
resolutions attacking the POUM’s
participation in the People Front
Government and its weak-kneed
role in the May events, attack-
ing the POUM’s reformist Ger-
man brother-party, the S.A.P.,
and calling for the the launch-
ing of a new International”, said
Milton, “and although it is now
illegal, many units of the J. C. L.
are still functioning.

“Large numbers of these JClers
and Anarchist youth, as well as
JSUers went to the front at the
beginning of the Fascist revolt
and they suffered heavy casunal-
ties. This was true especially
of the Anarchists, for the Anar-
chist militia were a majority of
the anti-fascist troops untii the
May events. The Anarchist and

NN

POUM troops were continuously
hampered by the government.
They were sent reactionary of-
ficers who often deserted to the
Fascists.. They weren’t given
ammunition. They received no
military or airplane support. And
finally, after the May events, they
were liquidated.”

Towards a Workers’
Spain

“The May events, resulting in
the crushing of the Workers’
Patrol Guards, were the turning
point in Spain”, Comrade Milton
said, “They were followed by the
smashing of the Wiorkers’ Militias
and the POUM. They resulted in
a considerable demoralization .in
the ranks of the POUM and the
Anarchists. However, at the same
time, many of the POUM and
Anarchist Militantes, who spat
upon the editions of La Batalla
and Solidaridad Obrera which
called upon them to surrender
the Barcelona baricades, are be-
ginning to turn towards the re-
volutionary Marxists, the Bol-
shevik-Leninists, for leadership.
The proletarian revolution in
Spain has been given a severe
blow, but it is not dead!.”

BOOK

Reviewed By Mthon S. Mlller

"

The library of Marxism finds
itself’ enriched by the addition
of three new books.* Each book
is an entity in itself but taken
together, they form an invalu-
able compilation of material on
the Russian situation and the In-
ternational events connected with
it.

The Case of Leon Trotsky is |in

the verbatim report of the hear-
ings of the preliminary Commis-
sion’ of Inqulry into the Moscow
Trials held in Mexico some time
ago, It is a comprehensive
evaluation of the testimony pre-
sented in the Moscow Trials as
well as a correlation of all the
material that Trotsky had to of-
fer in his defense.

The Case consists of more than
just a recital of facts in refuta-
tion of alleged incidents that the
Trials  brought out. The testi-
mony given and recorded in this
book consists also of maerial con-
cerning the real attitude of the

*THE CASE OF LEON TROT-

SKY. By the Preliminary Com-
mission of Inquiry. 616 p. Har-
per and Brothers, $3.00 .cloth,
$2.00 paper.

WORLD REVOLUTION. By
C. L. R, James. 429 p. Pioneer
Publishers $8.00.

RUSSIA 20 YEARS AFRTER.
By Victor Serge. 298 p. Hillman-

Curl. © $2.° 50

WORKERS SALUTE OCTOBER

BY FIGHTING STALINISM

NSNS AN

-

By Reva Craine

Twenty years ago, the working
class of Russia, under the leader-
ship of the Bolsheviks, over-
‘threw the ruling elass, and for
the fir§t time, established its own
government. What before No-
vember, 1917, had been the dream
of the oppressed everywhere, now
suddenly became a bold, living
reahty, when the workers ,organ-

The largest youth organiza-
tion is the Anarchist Libertarian
Youth. “These youth are large-
ly under the influence of the
Friends of Durutti, a left wing!
A.narchnst group which displays
toward the

ainst the anti-Socialist|and

ized in their soviets, established
(the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat.

In the midst of the World War,
while the workers - everywhere
had been beaten mto submmnon

; 5. _ ’ revolntions in almost every Eu-
of it are beginning to|ment of revolutionary groups
: _parties culminated in 1919

ole|in the formation of the Com-.
% 0 : Mm'.

N

became the ruling party in Rus-
sia. As the vanguard of the work-
ing class, its task was to guard
the congquests of the proletariat,
to defend its best interests, and
to educate the workers to greater
participation in the management
of the country’s affairs. Prior to
1917, there was no separate re-
volutionary mass youth organi-
zation in Russia, primarly be-
cause of the illegal conditions
under which the Bolsheviks had
to function. The revolutionary
young workers, when they wanted
[ to join an organmgt:on, were ad-
mitted directly into the Bolshevik
Party. After the Revolution, how-

ever, the Young Communist

League of Russia was organized,
having as its main duty the edu-
cation and training of youth for
membership in the Communist
Party'l'hismtobe

of even the most advanced capi-
talist country lacked. They re-
epwad the opportunity to create

_mew life for themselves and
eir. children. By eliminating

3 1%86 ‘profit system, and the con-

CELEBRATE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
/‘WHILE BUREAUCRACY UNDERMINES U.S.S.R.’S FOUNDATIONS

commitant waste of -capitalist
competition, the Soviet Union
laid the foundations for a planned
economy.

While it accomplxshed many
things for the Russian proletariat
and youth, the Russian Revolu-
tion is in constant difficulty and
danger: from the imperialist ring
around the USSR, and from the
Stalinist bureaucracy which is
destroying the foundations of the
revolution.. The Stalinist have
tried to solve the contradiction
of a workers’ state surrounded by
‘hostile capitalism on all sides, by
the nationalist doctrine of “bmld-
ing socialism in one country,”
the application of which has re-
sulted in the most disastrous de-
igats for the workers in uErope
and Asia. On the basis of these
defeats, and because Russia still
remains ‘a backward country
which canngf adequately satisfy
the wants of the people (in spite
of all the progress which it has
mtde and which we do not belittle

. 'or deny), the ruling clique in the

Communist Party, eliminated the
true proponents of international
revolution, the Bolshevik-Lenin-
ist “Trotskyists.” In the course
of time it has been transformed
into a caste whose interests stand
apart from the interests of the

toiling poPulation as whole. Under |

its direction economic disparity

{between workers and non-worker-

ers, or skilled workers, is becom-
ing greater each day.

YCL Deprived of
Political Life

The bureaucratic course pnri‘ i

sued in Russia, the erushing of
all revolutionists, first by expul-
sion and exile, and latterly by
outright execution and murder,
the destruction of the Bolshevik

. (Continued on page 7)

Left Opposition towards '
burning problems of war; faSmm
the Russian revolution etc. At
the same time it contains a de-
tailed account of the circumstan.¥
ces surrounding several disputed
stages of the Russian revolution,
pre-Hitler Germany and so on,
This book in its scope takes

much, That it refutes! and
shows the Moscow Trials for the
farce they are is beyond dispute,
Its value is far more than that
however. It is a lesson in Marx-
ism and its application to So-
ciety.

i

World Revolution is a well
written text of the Marist inter-
pretation of World Politics since
the ' Russian Revolution. Al-
though it tends to emphasize the
role of the individual in politics
a bit too much, it is a fine ob-
jective history .

The book treats such subjects
as the German Events 932,
the Anglo-Russian Coriig il -
1926, the Chinese Re
|1925-7, Hitler’s rise
France of the sit-down
1936, and Spain at t
time.

C. Lo R, James, a
Trotskyist, does a fine
simple direct and s
ward style he presents
His documentation is
and helps to make for ail
study of all these eveM

Pioneer Publishers
congratulated for y
this work. It is to be 4’ ‘
in the near future it will
available a history
movement which
treated in small ¢
Revolution.

Russia 20 Years :
ten by a men whose '- -
alone would make an i
volume. A devoted 1
ist, a founder of the Gon
International, a s
ter of the Russian R
Victor Serge stands w';
of revolutionary de _,
secution by the capi a

AUNCH

as well as the Stalinid
cracy has not dimmed i

the revolutnonary ardo:
sesses. - Better still,
trencha‘ht ability
thoughts down on

dapable style Tof _&
‘writer,
- The title of this bo

mation of the conte
tire book deals with'
in all of its aspects: ax
tion, politics internal at
nal, economies, youth,
of the component part
life are discussed with




THE CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

¢ dingthe fate pf the organized American
‘movement. Will it turn its back upon the
w m’;ti-war and anti-imperialist struggle,

| it become a machine for mobilizing

for the war which up to now we have
g?

Is the ASU Against War?

ogram of the ASU, on paper at the

‘time, faces in an anti-war direction. It

d on the following ideas:

nalysis of war: The cause of American-

tension is over economic (imperialist)

as in the case of all wars fought by im-

nations.”

e agencies: No reliance on the League

tions and Kellogg Pact, but only on “inde-

“ organization and action” by the ant-
S, “per-eminent among which is the

d labor movement.”

"ASU attitude: It will organize students

* war to the war itself.” Tt therefore
“without reservation” the Oxford Pledge
se to support any war conducted by the
erament.”

to be sure, is not a complete program.
‘unanswered questions (such as the
or socialism, turning imperialist war
war) which can be answered only by

ary organization. It does, however,
y questlons of orientation, and has
iited-front platform for conducting
,'f “the enemy at home,” American

today, the spokesman for the Young
League in the ASU, Strack and
ropose to throw it overboard—Ilock,
‘barrel. They propose that the conven-
te the Oxford Pledge and substitute
upon the government to line it up
live security”, based on reliance on
>act and the League of Nations.

. “collective security” which the
to inscribe on its banner? It is
f American imperialism, as an-
‘Roosevelt in his recent speech on
and which was hailed by Knox,
r mate; Stimson, Hoover's see-
'Democrats,
Guard Social-Democrats AND
,‘"ﬂle Staﬁmsts——the people s

Republicans, Wil-|

“ %i‘ixtant Student Movement”, as follows:

By Hal Draper

‘National Secretary of the YPSL
Member of ASU National Committee

old spirit of militant struggle that animated the
National Student League and Student L. I. D.
has been progressively dissipated, to make way
for the new cloak of “respectability”; anxiety
for collaboration with the administration; “le-
gality” at all costs; care not to offend the pre-
judices of the most backward elements; aver-
sion fo fighting on the campus as a mllltant
minority, if need be.

The two lines are distinct. Celeste Strack
proposes to gain the majority of the students
by watering down ASU action and program,
policies and militancy, to the level of the back-
ward majority. We propose to struggle for the
adherence of the majority of the students by
educating them up to the level of the militant
vanguard—NO wateringdown of program, NO
avoidance of militant manifestations in order
not to “antagonize the liberals”. No movement,
certainly no meaningful movement, can be built
up in this way. The “liberals” outside the or-
ganization will be won to the ASU program,
not by catering to their backwardness, but by
involving them in action for specific objectives.
When this brings them up against the adminis-
tration, they will learn what the administration
represents, just as in the event of war, they will
learn that the administrations will be the agents
of the war machine.

This question of militancy becomes most im-
portant in connection with the Student Strike.
The strike in the high schools has already been
killed; “peace assemblies” have been accepted
in their place. Even in the colleges, wherever.
administrations learned that the best way to
kill the strike was with kindness, peace assemb-
lies have been substituted where once there were
militant demonstrations. This is the path of the
degeneration of the student strike movement.

Once the student strike was a ‘“dress re-
hearsal” for the event of war, with the Oxford
Pledge as the content and the strike action as
the form. With the new line of “collective se-
curity” and “collective imperialist war”, a peace
assembly under the wing of the administration
is the fittest dress rehearsal for planned inac-
tion in the event of war.

'The student strike meant a wave of fighting
enthusiasm through the strikers. Its effect on
the participants ‘was often its meost valuable
feaure. The peace asemb!y is just another antl-
war meeting.

The student strike made the headlines every-'
where. It brought home vividly to the masses’
of people that a militant anti-war movement.
existed. The peace assemblies bring editorials |
in the school papers noting (sadly, ironically
or triumphantly) that the “strike fever” is over.

This is the second task“be!;me the ASU: For.
militant action on the camnus! No substitute

for the strike!

Is the ASU onﬂlesnleoiﬁe
Working Chﬁ?

~ This question is not at all answered by the
ASU decision to “go into bolities”’ on the side
»f “progressive’”’ candidates, some of whom may

: be supported by, or nge-lip-aervme to labor.

Support LaGuardia and his ilk, whose reem'd is
one of pro-labor phrases and anﬁnm mhnu.
serves only to line the ASU wmm side of

.. |old-line politicians and bring splitting issues
? ' nto an organization which is a united front of

ditferent political tendencies.
' The real answer was ‘indicated m the.?‘ro—

gram of the National Stndent Leagqe Dbefore
mation, in the pamplet 4

EFT WI‘G IN THE ASU!

dents find themselves confronted by the domi-
nant economic groups and their subservient
political machinery...

..In this clash the students have a powerful
ally in the working class which is engaged in
the constant struggle against the identical
economic interests...

After graduation students will find them-
selves bound to the workers with ever cl-zer
ties.

The students therefore ally themselves with
the working class which bears the brunt of
these conditions, and join its fight for se-
curity and a decent living.

This we can do by joining in the demands
for social imsurance for unemployed workers
and graduates, and by giving active support
to the militant organizations of the workers
and farmers.

This is the third task before the ASU:
direct participation in the struggle of organized
labor! It is our belief that students can play a
progressive role in society only as an ally of
the working-class movement; this alliance must
be consummated in common day-by-day experi-
ences.

Will the ASU Pass the Test?

This about-face in the student movement is
no mystery. It is well known that it is due to

ilding a |organized by
g ~fomesandthe ‘Iiberels under

the about-face of the YCL leadership. And it
has been no secret that the leaders of the student
movement have been Young Socialists and
Young Communists.

About 1935, the policies and program of the
Stalinists, on a world scale, began to swing
around rapidly in a sharp turn. From the old
days of rabid sectarianism when they denounced
all non-Stalinists as “social-fascists”, they swung
around to the ultra-opportunist “new line” of
peoples-frontism and social-patriotism. And, as
in every other field, the apparatus went into
action for the “coordination” of the student
movement in accordance with the latest turn.

The clash between our policies for the student
movement and the new policies of the YCL is
now coming to a head. That i§ the significance
of the coming convention.

But while the old program still remains on
»aper, the practices of the ASU have béecome
increasingly in line with the desires of the Stal-
inist leaders. The Oxford Pledge has been
.gradually showed out the back door into virtual
oblivion. The ASU National Committee has
taken the first step toward collective security
(before a convention!) by calling for an ems-
barge by the U. S. Government against Germany
iand Italy. Such government steps are incipient
belligerent-acts. - _

““We, for our part, stand for action against
Germany, Italy and Japan by “independent or-
ganization and action against war by the anti-
war forces of the world”"—independent of our
gavernment's xmpermhstxc war in China, by
I OURSELVES, and not for the intervention of
American 1mpenahsm in these imbroglios.
~ We are not pacifists who object to supporting
vielence, but revolutionary socialists who re-
fuse‘to support or “sic on” our own imperialist
| zovernment. We are not isolationists who want
to have nothing to do with European troubles,
Jut revolutionary internationalists who believe
in the international collaboration of the workers
f ‘the world independently of the imperialists
Jtmeworlddemocraﬁcorfasmst,Amerimor

Enmpeun. &
e Great Change
ThesihnhonmtheASUtodayxsthefm
testfortheorganimﬁon. On the one hand is
the right wing of the ASU, led,mspn'edmd
the Young Communist
itsmﬂuence.ﬂn. ;

};.In co'miuctmg thetr ompﬂc stﬂwgle stu-

(Commwd on me 6)

-



THE CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

: ('Qllov'ing the examples of ovetlis why, when asked embarassing

. dozen leadimg afid experienced
nembers of the Young Commun-
ist League of the City-Gollege
of New York, 2 more well-known
fCL'ets resigned in the last 2
weeks and joined the--Young
Peoples Socialist League.

“The first resignation comes
ffom & member of - the¥YCL
oranch exécutive commiciee; Ir-
7ing Wechsler. In his resi ion,
opies of which were given to
M the radicalized students at the
Toltege, eomrade Wechslér-says
dn. part) I know @ from ‘my
gfhy' association with. . the

that the overwhelming mass
>f members are today ' -going
hrough a period of doubt, ‘offen
esulting in disillusionments It is
w0t for nothihg that the CONY
fCL has sdffered such & sharp

queéstions by the revolutionists,
they don't answer...”

Soon after Weshsler's resigna-
tion came that of the Sports
Bditor of the school paper, a
well-known and well-liked YCLer,
-Mortie' Clurman. In his vesigna-
tion, copies of which weie also
distribated, Comrade Clurman,
speaking of the Popular Front
line, sdys:
the CP defendin'g ‘bourgeois
demd 7, i. e. a state entirely
; by the bourgeoisie #nd
which the bourgeoisie is perfect-
ly willing to tolerate as long as
it works and does not encroach
on their interests, is emough to
keep tomrade Lemn whirling i
his tomb...

“ .. The spectacle of |

mass purges in Russia, comrade
Culrman says: “Briefly then, the
‘¢hoice before me is this: I can
éither abandon all faith in Social-
um as a vice-ridden, corrupt,
'eriminal-producing, fear main-
tained =nd unwotkable night-
mare, or abandon the idea that
Stalinism can be synonymous
with Socialism. I prefer to do the
latter.

“To fight for Socialist, to com-
bine sincerity; singleness of pur-
pose, theoretical and praetical
correctness of polidy, and inter-
nal demoeraey, all the necessary

After ngmg his opinion of the'

prerequisites of a truly revolu-
tionary party, I have decided to
it:: the Young Peoples Socialist

guk, the Pourth Iitevhational-
isve.”

Weleome, Comrades!

leeline in membership: from 225 |~
20 110. I think you should honest-
y ask vourself: why have so
nany YCL'ers quit and joined
‘he Young Peoples - -Sogialist
TLeague? Why have some -of the
sading and most expeériénced
Fmrades dehe sa? . Yot know
ome of them; ‘they waere Hard-;
vorking; active YCL’ers. (They |
were not Fascists, .werezthey?)
Wr years the YCOL gained mem-
bers from thé YPSE, today the
‘everse is true. Why has.the tide.
arned? The answer is simple:
Fhe conclusion ¥ came to {(dnd it
REc not easy to ‘break old- ties
ind.-swrender old _prejudices in
T ,er to do so) is that j;he Com-
X hsve abandoned | revolu-
fotiary. ‘Marxism, are ndw ph‘vu
g the role of Monhmn
"“Need I go into_d - You
ybm-selves have - been— puzz]mg
#%er these things, asking gues-
#oms. Not, of cotirse, the punnt
solitician leaders. They . never
‘ﬁestmn, never wonder about any-
:hink they -are hardened.. That

Draper for -the YPSL and
adepted by the first national con-
vention of the ASU, December
1935, was subsequently buried in
oblivion. = Mention of it was
earéfully avoided by all published
ASU  literature-~the Advocat,
the ASU Handbook, Chapter
Guides, etc. It gains additional
 significance in view of the in-
tensified YCL drive today and
&éan well Be ufilized against it.
L Parts 1 and 2 were unanimously
adopted by the convention; part
3 is the Strack (YCL) substitute

original.)

The world picture which con-
4fronts the studefit at this very
moment peints more insistent-
Iy to the threat of war with Ja-
pan. This makes it necessary
for the Américan Stiadent Union
to take the Oxford Pledge off
paper and to apply it in the light
of the specific problems raised
by this mendée,

The same forces that led to
{the first world watr are leading
%2 |to a second, and the same fair-

v | Seeming slogans are being raised
in order to mobilize the senti-
ment ‘of the mass of people be-
hind war,

Harvard has an andowment of
ﬁ28 million, Yale of $95 ”ﬂ'on

thd Columbia of $69 and
:hey are the three t
endowed by the indhs-
ts and baliers of Ame-

ed $1,000,000 for th obh L Ahaces is e - wilSEpEE
ing up 100 b conception that we should sup-| 28
mathly in the tm war by the United States

.. jgovernment i ot borders are
; rmvaded by Jgaan 1f in general

vigh | the ates fights a “de-

N Ametican
mmﬂuscon-
5 @ snare and a delusion,

.aﬂ!i tomies not froim a fouin ag-
- W but from

wha'e. The ASU rajem this re-

A SU Resolution On The
OxFord Pledge

e ke

(This resotution ifitroduced hymemhm of a
| worlé safe for Demoeraéy” mnor

which earried against the Draper

{forces, the militart p
vho ulk
ity ﬁﬁnt.

“war to maké the

does such a war beéome a whit
better if it is undertaken at the
behest of, or under the déefis of
the League of Natiofis. .. .....
8. A grave threat. éxists to
world peace today. Each out-
break of a local war threatens
to involve the entire world in eon-
flict, the war of Italian fascism
‘against Ethiopia  threatens to
develop into world war, In the
interests of world peéace and ih
the interest of keeping the Amer-
iean people out of war, we eall
upon the students of America to
support the Ethiopian people and
the Chinese people in their fight
for freedom. We éall upon the
students of America to combat
the Hearst and Liberty League
campaign of encourdgemeént of
the war plans of Japan anfl Gér-
thany against the USSR whose
peace influence has strengthened
all the forces for world peace.
At the same time We Féjéet the
use of such support ¢f the pedple
of Ethiopia and Clliu as a
text for war or any s £
6 War 6n the paft te Uhited |
States government. f!ﬁa con-
ention states further that what-
ever other form the

we Will 6picse the

-l'cur governntent we will
se against wtin:m

dits M of _other '

0 B b

Fmal.cﬁ

o

jéeted to a series of maneuvers

of isiternational fm&% tion
patticipation |

mmples recently.

‘ Gl

(Ed .noteé: The followihg ar-
ticle is a translation from RE-
VOLUTION, issue of Sept.
1987, organ of the Belgian J.
S:R. (Fomth Intefnational-
ists). It is neeessary to add
that little more than a year
ago, Andre Gide was the reci-
pient of the lavish praises of
the Stalinists. He was their
hero; they idolized him. But
Andre Gide went to Russia in
1936 and recorded his experi-
ences there in his little book;
RETURN FROM THE USSR.

Overnight, Gide became an
“enemy,” a “pervert” and a
“counter-revolutionary  Trots-[f
kyite,” for Gide has always
been an honest man of letters
and he described what he saw.
The book was a sensation—over
300,000 copies sold in France
alone. As a result of the critie-
ism (of all types) that he re-
ceived, Gide spent the better
part of the next year in stud-
ing much of the available mate-
ial on Russia. In the summer
of 1937 there appeared his COR-
RECTIONS TO MY RETURN
FROM THE USSR. While still
lacking much, from a Marxist
point of view, for Gide is essen-

l

\the most. abhorred enemy,

necessary to refer agan td é@
quasi-antomatic reactions ¢
groused on the part of this

“Stalinist youth"? All this I8
known: the man whose well-
served prestige they tried tuv ¢
ploit for their own profit beeo

the “youth” immediately trampl
apon him, The passion with
which they mamfested their 1
miration was ipmeaiaizly de
ed to opposité purpose. But what
lies behind that “passion”? = =
Before Gide's trip to tbe m
SR, a section of the ¥
Paris, following the ‘establi
fashion, had made the :
their honorary president.’ Af
Gide’s trip to the USSR ie, ai
the proof that he was really *
real honest writer” whoSé e :
they pretended to tpp‘redim m
YCL =section of Paris wrete
him solemnly that he was 1
longer worthy of this honor.
The *book in guestion
to be understood as a *
deal” and the YGE s
as one who has sold hin
seek and find the most i
terms in order to comn
their decision to Gide. #
Gide replies to them in a diffe

tially a literary figure and not
a politician, the book represernts
a vast improvement ove his
first effort and is a crushing
refutation of the Stalinist myth
that paradise has been estab-
lished in Stalinland. The new
book should appear in English
goon and should be read by
every militant, for there is much
to be learned from it. Mean-
while, the following will be of
spécial interest to the youth.)

“When I see you espouse
so lightly such absurd ac-
cusationts; I am less aston-
ished &t your laughing at
everything else.”

(Andre Gide to the YCL)

The misfortune is real and ob-
vious: there exists today a “Stal-
ihist” youth. A very important
sectioni of the orgitiized workifig

class youth is domindted by &he|®

Stalinist spirit, impregnated with
the Stalinist mentality. ~This
youth, called upon to fill the role

of a vanpuird whiéh must|

necessarily be bold has béen sub-

Zgn the Held of thot;
as in aetion.
acteristic of -this has been thdir
tary submission to a prohﬂn-
of all thought.
There have been thousands of
Is it neces#
to cite apgain the case of |
, Or, more precigely; is it

 in the AS UL

aswell

(Continued from page 5)‘
the other hand—the ~leitl

They are ﬁhded *
wjnch involve the very e
f the militant

“This situation

fullest apglication !

that pre-convention.
be eonsclonsiy

eir opem- members of the ASU o rallybs-
ﬁon) be elected by proportional | hind t}us program, and to see

'epresentdtim‘”to instire the col- |

‘| laboration of all. tcndemxes; and

d\kcusmon

tone, and here is his letter'
Paris, Jamuuy 5,
Gentlemen:
The collective letter
sent me hardly suIM
it contains a serious l .
cannot ignore. ,
Is it possible that
you dreamed of ¢
“great busihess d
you speak, with
advantages, the g
the ‘USSR offered
the glory possible?.
Is it postible, when
me the presidency of
that you kn&w me so
you did not krow that.

the others, then you v
h&d the rxgbt to s|

sincerity. - When
pouse so li
cusations,




 anti-capitalist

pti0] by the pre-
‘the AYC, neyer
‘being as fulsomely
e AYC has become,
the wildest of what
Communist League
“her "‘“fascist” mo-

] . took but one
(a pilgrimage to

| “National Proclamation.”
ey mrybody in the AYC might be
s agreed on that!

on to the Raoose—'

‘| Every vestige of

7

Pr@ar.ng for these May 30th

y mcnics the National Council re-
9 fused point hlank to so much as
linclude a line in support of the

in the
Not

Spamsh working class

The full mean-
ing of this was made fully mani-
{fest at the Milwaukee congress
‘when the YCL railed against any
dgclantxon except one for impa-
tial aid to the contesting forces
in Spain, and followed that by
inviting an avowed fascist to sit
with them on the National Coun-
cil. Greater treachery than that
can no organization conceive! At
the peace session, the Yipsel de-
legates did succeed in defeating
the proposal for impartial aid,
with the help of rank and file
YCLers who broke their organi-
zation's  descipline; the reporter
for this peace session largely vi-

wtwted the stand taken by the

waa eas:ly iorseen in ad-
ithe Milwaukee congress
marked thé' culmination of the
rightward trend of. the AYC.
independent
militancy was oliberated. Class-
collaborationism reached its frui-
‘that—so baldly; so unequivocally
that- failure to make public con-
demmation of it would itself he
treason. The YPSL has repeat-
edly declared its willingness to
,|work with other organizations
towards common and limited ob-

{to do that under

Imnartlal Aid to Spain

no political collaboration with the
class enemy. The very organiza-
iton of the Milwaukee congress
foretokened its completely reac-
Jdonary character. As an earnest
of their allegiance to capitalism
and its institutions, the®leaders
of the AYC prepared the congress
in imitation of the United States
Congress. A close imitaiton it
was too. Just as the U. S. Con-
gress was devised in large mea-
sure to forestall the pressure of
mass opinion, so was this feeble
schoo} boy duplication-of it oiled
to put the skids under rank and
file militancy. All “bills” had
to go before “congressional” com-
mittees before being reported
out. The delegates had no voice
in determination of the Congress
proceedings.  Considerable time
was wasted in religious invoca-
tions, and patriotic addresses.
Very little tiime was given the
delegates to speak before the
entire assemblage.

The congress decreed its sym-
pathy toward labor. It did. in-
deed do that. The remarkable
thing would have been to find
any kind of body tha t would fai!
the circuvm-
stances. Being in sympathy with
labor is gquite the fashion cur-

some of the richest bankers, are
all for it. Ku Klux Black is an
outstanding "friend of labor.” At
that, Yipsel delegates who rose
at the labor session to make

jectives, so long as these objec-
tives do not violate any tenet of
socxahsm—-—of which the first is.

§ il

The Congress best reveals the
dangers it conceals on that touch-
stone of 'polxcy—war Already,
the AYC'has pledged its fealty
to imperialist war plans in de-
fense of boss democracy. To be
sure, the AYC has not in so many
words urged the militarization
of youth has not declared itself
for the increase of the war bud-
get, has not publicly announced
that American youth® must give
its « life to -~ maintain capitalist
profits—not yet, though in some
instances its propaganda has heen
hardl,v short of this. More im-

| portant is what the AYC will do

M the day that war is declared—

'rmmmmami
m.  These

that‘ snforecast arriyed at by

arxian analysis is exact—we
Mwﬂnnc if it his

not crumbled. before thin of its
{own inner contradictions, will be

the most adroit, deceptive,
‘chauvinistic of recruiting

.are . plain

class-conscious suggestions were
rudely and summarily handled.

Recrultmg Sergeants for JImperialism

the londest defenders of peace.
No doubt they were sincere—be-
fore the war. Many more people
demonstrated for Wilson and
peace in 1916, than the AYC at-
tracted at its May 30th picnics.

ficult to rationalize their “repug-
nance” to the horrors of war into
righteous justification. Here and
there a bold spirit stood out, re-
fused to be swayed by the patri-
otic hysteria. In Germany, a
Liebknecht and a Luxemburg; in
Russia, a'Lenin and a Trotsky;
in the United States, a Eugene
V. Debs. .Indeed, it is Lenin,
Debs and Liebknecht who make

" jon the basis of what it has al¥ the foreeast for us. They taught

—_|ready stated. We forecast—and
_o!ithe sequence of history will prove

us that the horrer of war lies
not so much in the misery of
warfare as in the horror that is
the system which breeds war.
1914 had its own slogans, con-
ooctad by the advertising men of
eapitalist - propaganda. Defend
German culture. Or; make the

world safe for democracy—that’

‘masterpiece of K{lﬂompn decep-

, some alread devxsed free
f charge by the s, and
Roosevelts: ~defend demoeracy,

| | protect the status quo “quaran-

‘ tipe the aggressors;” neutp&hty,
- | collective security. Next

ﬁshe Yellow Psxﬂ‘ ~and whatever

: war, 'l‘hose :

picmee (as t

rently; the best people, including.

Most of these did not find it dif-
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a jig saw puzzle with the r_un"nt
strategy of the Communist In-
ternational. In France, the young
communists have  invited the
young fascists to join with them
in a front of all the French peo-
ple—a super-saper-popular-front.
Elsewhere the Comintern sec-
tions have acted similarly. The
AYC introduces ‘this particular

no matter what the policies of
the AYC, we could not abide th's
one act. No ‘common plane ex-
ists between the fascists and our-
selves. We are for organizing
united fronts against the fascists,
not with them. Let the AYC
leaders sit in conclave with fas-
cists if they will. In the eyes of
young workers and students this
alone must.damn the AYC

YCL Domineers
Congress

For the whole of the past year,
the YPSL has experimented with
the possibility of making its
voice heard in the AYC, of
changing the structure and poli-
cies of the AYC. The experience
proved fruitless. The YCL has
translated to the Congress that
same devastating bureaucracy
with which it rules its own ranks,
and which must needs character-
ize every appendage it comtrols.

Up to the present the YCL has
been the dominant factor in the
AYC. It has been able to deter-
mine policy and structure. Every
kink in YCL line had its reflec-
tion in the AYC. Largely, the
fate of the AYC has rested in its

of it the New Deal machine that
it now is. Recently however
something of a change has oc-
curred which may betoken a
shift in organizational control,
though not at all in policy. If
anything, it will mean a shift to
a_ more ‘avowedly nghtward
course. The YPSL takes note of
the increasing influence of the
Catholic  youth ' organizations.
In Canada, the ecatholic youth
groups were finally able to dic-
tate terms to the entire Congress.
This change would not mean any
substantial change in the AYC,
but its possibility does indicate
the direction of the Congress.
It may be that before long the
AYC will disintegrate. Certain-
ly, there is no inherent unity be-
tween the organizations in this
euper-org'anization for the ~alie-
viation” of all socials ills—

‘from crime among youth to war.

The further right it goes, the more
gharply must it contradict the
progressive and militant aspira-

tion, 1937 will have its own slo-

will come

ey - of the

‘ For United

tions of many young workers and
students who may be affiliated
with it.” Perhaps Roosevelt will
see a stronger need for the AYC,
and step in to organize it more
solidly. Perhape not. Eventual-
ly, as it spins to dizzier heights
of social-patriotism it must cen-
trifugally hurl off the class-con-
scions proletarians who have heen
deceived into it. - Whether or not
the AYC disintegrates in the fu-
ture, we speak out to condemn
it for what it is.

Fronts of
Actum
We are mmst the AYC be-

e ;%itmmd%?m
on, a or peop ront.. i
. Bmph with the AYC!

feature of the Comintern-line to | Party -as. a revolutionary
the United States. Given all else, |

hands: to destroy it, or to make|

lls for Bmak

Celebrate 20th
Anniversary of
Raussian Sowet

(Continued from page

ion.e
and its converstition into an ap-
paratus- of the ruling caste, has
had -its.effect on the youth move-
ment as.well. Whereas directly
after the revolution, the Young
Communist League took a most
i active .interest in the affaire of
{the Soviet, and was encouraged
iby Lenin.and Trotsky to speak
out amd..present their problems
i to the.Party, today the youth are
{told that politics is hone of their
| business,.that they should devote
'themselves merely to “building
ésocialism" and not to give consi-
| deration as to how and what kind
| of socialism is to be bu’lt. The
Young; Communist League has
ben deprived of all.its political
I‘duties;«and to-day fulfills the
irole of yes-men to the bureauc-
racy. -

Right after the Revolution, the
Young - Communist League of
Russia. was thoroughly interna-
tionalist. in outlook. Its slogans
were addressed to the workers of
'thﬂ world; in 1922 for example
lits bannex\ celebrated the Russian
Revolution with: “Working Youth
of All-Lands, We are Ready for
vour .Call!” To-day it has become
reduced to a nationalistic and
patriotic ;- organization in the
worst_sense of the term, and has
to pay. homage and sing the
praises. of the “beloved leader,
comrade . Stalin.” The initiative
of the youth has been des-
troyed. Their greatest treasure,
freedony of thought and criticism,
has -been_taken from them.

Youth Will Rally to
_A Bevolutionists

" It is little wonder that the axe
of Stalinism falls heaviest on the
heads of the "youth. Every revo-
lutionary movement finds its chief
support in the youth of the re-
volufionary class. So it is with
the Bolshevik-Leninists in Russia
today, where most of the follow-
ers of the Trotskyist Left Oppo-
sition  are young people. The
Stalinists fear the youth—that is
why “they have had te deprive
them of ail political rights—that
is. whyr they seek to divert the
attentmn of the youth to prob-
lems of a non- political character.

But in the struggle against this
bureaucrati¢: suppression, for a
return to the theory and proc-
tices of Bolshevism ,for the vie-
tory of the revolution, the Rus-
sian yogth will be found in the
fordroht The * revolutionary
youth of Russia will find their
way tq vietory under the banner
of th%'ﬁurth International.

s

paigns. for . mutually agreed upon
obhcar&. In our struggle for so-
eialisiy<we are ever rcady to
join Wwith ‘others in supporting
any draly, progressive struggle
trulypregressivegthec”, bz z
of the working class youth or
students. This aim, the ful-
fillment _of which we once saw
in the AYC, will now have to be
‘carried oug despite the AYC. It
remains’ owr-positive program.

gomm im nhs Im-
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sice Day, 1937

Armistice Day: 1917-1937. Twenty years of “peace’”!
The silk-hat entlemen will probably make speeches to
commemorate that peace. They will explain their devo-
tion to peace by denouncing “aggressor nations”, by urg-
ing bigger armies and bigger navies—for self defense, of
course: or, better, to defend some noble institution like
democracy. The Justice from the Ku Klux Klan may even
make the longest speech for democracy. (Who knows?
He may have a “Japanese friend” to match his Jewish
friend.)

Twenty years of Armistice—without a single vear of
peace: the sacking of Nicaraugua, China, Ethiopia; the
civil wars in Italy, the German, now Spain. As each year
passes, the war machine chugs louder. Capitalism is
choked with rivalries between imperialists seeking to
maintain and augment their profit booty, and with the
more fundamental rivalry between worker and boss. Those
imperialists who are “well set” prime their military en-
gines in order to protect their position. Those who have
been eating the table scraps of capitalist pillage are set
for a leap at the table itseif."That accounts for peace-lov-
ing defenders and war-like aggressors. F. D. Roosevelt,
for example, as even Earl Browder will testify, loves
peace; if necessary, therefore, he will order his navy to
sail 3000 miles to defend American independence, and to
guarantine the persecutors of China. (He defended Amer-
ican independence so well in Haiti, some twenty years
ago!) The Japanese war-lords on the other hand, make
no bones about their plans; they will teach China good
manners (and how to make good profits for Japanese busi-
ness) if they have to kill every Chinese worker and pea-
sant to do it. In its own way, this difference between
robber nations is a struggle between the haves and the

have-nots.
There is no mistaking the war that Japan is waging in

semi-colonial China. However, no oné can tell when war |

on a larger scale will start, when for this, or other reason,

Britain, France, the United States will fire their cannon |,

in defense of their menaced interests (and, maybe, even
expand them a little.) No one can tell when war will break
out . President Roosevelt, astute politician that he is,
seems to think that it will be soon. Consequently, he steps
forward to make his most momentous speech of the year
—to announce that American business is ready to lay
down the lives of 10,000,000 youths to protect its own right
o exploit China. No doubt on Armistice Day he will
deliver a peace speech on how to make war.

Can we be less vigilant than Roosevelt? Can we fail to
see clearly that war is on its bloody way? That when war
eomes young workers, farmers, students, will be stampeded
into the trenches—not for democracy, comrades, but for
the gutted coffers of Wall Street, and its “right” to ex-
ploit the Chinese masses, to keep fellow brigands from
“museling in” on its “swag.” It is time that we young
workers and students issued our own declaration—quar-
antine the defenders of capitalism! Let us be the aggres-
sors in a war against the bosses, and jackals who pipe
their tune. Let us stop war by challenging the masters
who order it. By an allegiance to ourselves—the working
elass. For a world without war—for a world without
eapitalism!

Against the American Youth Congress, to the
Masses of Youth

The break with the AYC which is recorded elsewhere
in the Challenge does not come a day too soon. If any-
thing, we have been remiss in not speeding the rupture..

~ We cannot afford to temporize and “experiment”—especi-
ally when events are moving swiftly. Besides, all- “experi-
~ mentatior” (for which the time has indeed passed) was
- excluded by the admission of a fascist organization— not
 only into the organization, but to the very top councils.
~ That one act revealed more than could a thousand political
- arguments how roften rank had become the patriotism of
the AYC. So rank that young militants and revolutionists
ne of our erstwhile friends who did not have the
- courage to denounce the AYC for the reactionary body
~ that it is, feebly gasped that “we must not separate our-

A
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selves from the youth in the AYC.” What nonsence! Such
an argument proves only one thing—that those who ad-
vance it lack the revolutignary will and ability to approach
the masses of youth directly,sbut must instead sneak up
on them from behind. That way they get only one view
of the Youth. i

There is no doubt that nominally, through member or-
ganizations, huge numbers of youth are affiliated to the
AYC. However, these masses of youth play no active part
in the life of the Congress. In fact, for the most part,
the Congress does not exist for them. They are represented
in the Councils of the AYC by various local and national
leaders who play a more or less influential role depending
upon their individual interest. Membership in the AYC,
does indeed allow contact with “Y” secretary’s and the
like who in most instances are far removed from their
“constituents”. Membership in the AYC does not estab-
lish contact with the rank and file. We desire such con-
tact, and we will get it.. but not through the back-door.

thg s.ettlegient houses, unions and “Y’s”, and there; by
)vor-kmg side by side with young workers and students,
influence them, teach them Socialism.

Further, as concrete issues arise, we will be ready par-

yielding what little vestige of militancy it had we will
be the initi.ator.s' of such activities—not by cr’eating a
::p:r—orgaqlzaht;n for deception, but by uniting in mili-
nt campaign those organizations that e im-
mediate objectives. Gy il e
War is in the air. Already the AYC is leadin ‘
. e air. A g the youth
into the barracks of imperialist “democracy”. Thosz who
take responsibility for the AYC today, must also be res.

ponsible for it tomorrow when it sheds i i
stands naked in all its treachery. i, .

‘ - For
out. We do not mince words. The

We have absolute faith in our ability to go directly into|

ticipants in united fronts of action. Indeed, with the AYC |}

A\

That the October (Russian)

Revolution took place in |
ser? -~ g
__That Lenin’s sealed car through
Germany was not sealed

That the characteriz:
‘eformist leaders as ‘1
nants of the capitalist

Bvem-

our part, we speak || T
AYC is a lever ofl

reaction. We call upon all youth to break with the AYC! |{ °
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