P.0O. Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

December 16, 1969

To All YSAers

Dear Comrades,

Enclosed are copies of articles which appearred in several
newspapers around the country after the press conference which
the national office staff held in Washington D.C. on December 10.
Reports on local press conferences and copies of articles which -
appear in local press should be sent to the national office.

Comradely, .  _

Susan LalMont
YSA National Office
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- Young Socialists Claim Gain

At Expense of Splintered SDS

By Paul W. Valentine
Washington Post Staff Writer

The Young Socialist Alli-
ance, a strict, disciplined
Marxist group, claimed yester-
day that large numbers of rad-
icals are defecting from the
splintered Students for a Dem-
¢ ocratic Society lo jion YSA as
ithe new standard bearer of
!“the revolution” among voung
Amerieans.

“YSA is now larger nation-
ally and more effective than
any of the SDS factions,” said
YSA national chairman Larry
Seigle at a press conference.

He distributed a list of 15
former SDS leaders — mostly
chapter and district chairmen
throughout the country —
who he said have now joined
YSA.

“These are the leaders,” he
said. “There are hundreds of
rank-and-file members, too.”

A  four-page statement
signed by the 15 leaders out-
lined their reasons for quit-
ting SDS.

“SDS has made a 180-degree
turn away from its early hu-
manist orientation and
headed down the road of Sta-
linist bureaucracy,” it said.

Seigle estimated YSA now
has 5,000 to 10,000 members.

‘bership is 29.

The upper age limit for mem-

He announced that the or-
ganization will hold the larg-
est convention of ils 10-year
existence in Minneapolis Dec.

27-30, with up to 1,000 persons
expected.

To Back Candidates

Besides  electing its own!
lcaders and drafting position|
papers on the Vietnam war, |
poverty and other issues, Sei-}
gle said, YSA plans to support
congressional and guberna-
torial candidates of the Social-
ist Workers Party in 22 to 25
states next year. Among them,
he said, will be California, 1li-

nois, Michigan, New York,
Massachusetts, Georgia and
Texas.

In contrast to the freewheel-
ing, often flamboyant and cha-
otic character of SDS, the
YSA appears to be a formal,
almost austere organization.

Seigle and other YSA fune-
tionaries at yesterday’s press
conference wore ‘“straight”
clothes and short haircuts.
Their public language was not
laced with the obscenities as-
sociated with the young radi-
cal left.

Economie Line

YSA opposes the use of
drugs because, as Seigle put it,

“We don't want to give the
ruling class a chance to attack
(arrest) us.”

But their differences with
SDS go deeper. YSA follows a
somewhat rigid Marxist-Lenin-
ist economic line, confident
that historical forces ulti-
mately Jead to public control
of basie industry.

But SDS is “hostile to Marx-
ism and saturated with prag-
matism,” savs the statement
signed by the 15 who defected.

“The internal contradictions
of SDS, its lack of a program
for social change and the falla-
cies of new left ideology
(have) resulted in the degener-
ation and collapse of the na-
tional organization and most
local chapters,” the statement
added.

The statement is especially
critical of the SDa practice of
“participatory democracy’—
the mass, free-form unstruc-
tured process of making deci-
sions and policies without con-
ventional parliamentary proce-
dures,

“When you don’t have a
chairman or an agenda or any
organizational forms,” said
Seigle, “the decisions are

really made by personality
cligues behind the scenes.
That's what's happened in
SDS.”
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Minnesota | Boyls Commg Home
—With 1,000 Revoluhonarles

By FRANK WRIGHT
Minneapolis Tribune
Staff Correspondent

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Larry Seigle looks the way
the Establishment is sup-
posed to look — conser-
vatively dressed, conser-
vatively maned.

He talks the way the
Establishment is supposed

to talk -— respectfuily,
with a lowered voice.

He does not stand out
in a crowd.

rom all appearances,
he is the kind of young

! man who would make a
i wonderful government

clerk.

Seigle was a clerk once,
working for the state of
Minnesota.

But he gave that up,
and now — at the age of
24 — he is a full-time
revolutionary
bent on overthrowing the
establishment and replac-
ing capitalism with social-
ism in the United States.

He is coming home to
Minnesota at the end of
this month, and he hopes
to bring 1,000 fellow ravo-
lutionaries with -him for a
four-day stay.

Seigle is national chair-
man of the Young Social-
ist Alliance (YSA). He will
be in charge when the
Alliance holds its annual
national convention Dec.
27 to 30 at Coffman Me-
morial Union on the Uni-
versity of Minnesota cam-
pus.

Formed in 1960, the al-

LARRY SEIGLE
Socialist group’s chairman

liance attracted liitle at-
tention and few members
until recently, when it
emerged as one of the
leaders in organizing this
fall’s October and No-
vember demonstrations
against the Vietnam War.

It now claims 35,000 to
10,000 members and says
it has chapters on all
major college campuses
and in all Jarge cities in
38 states and the District
of Columbia,

It is challenging Stu-
dents for a Democratic So-
ciety (SDS) for prominence
among New Left youth
groups. A number of mid-
die-echelon officers from
SDS, which is riddled with
factionalism and splinter-
ing badly, haye defected al-

ready and swung over to
the Alliance.

It says in its brochures
that it hopes to attract
more members by working
in the forefront of causes
that appeal to masses of
young people—ending the

war and the draft, ending’

“racial oppression,” ending
“meaningless  education”
and promoting ‘‘women’s
liberation.”

The purpo:w of the con-

vention is to decide on -

strategy and tactics for

achieving these goals.
Seigle expresses

mism about the future,
At a press conference

opti- -



Socialist
Continued From Page One

held here last week to dis-
cuss the convention he
said, “The opportunities
facing a whole generation
of young revolutionaries in
the United States are great-
er than they have ever
been. ‘

“A new generation of
revolutionary militants has
emerged, and it has proven
to be a dynamic, enthus-
iastic and determined force
on the American political
scene. ’

_ “Increasing numbers of
. our generation are coming

i.to understand that it is -

capitalism itself — not its
spokesmen such as Nixon
—that is at the root of
the problems in this so-
ciety.

“They have come to un-
derstand. that the war in
Vietnam and the oppres:
sion of black people in the
United State$ are not mere
‘mistakes’ that—once point-
ed out and clearly labeled
- —can be corrected, but
that they are conscious
policies and inevitable re-
sults of capitalism as a
system,” Seigle said.

He issued an appeal for
all young people who
“recognize the need for a
‘revolutionary transforma-
tion of capitalist society”
- to converge -on Minneapo-
lis for the convention.

Asked if YSA believes in’

a violent overthrow, Seigel
__replied, “The responsibility

for violence in the black
communities and on the
campuses lies with the
ruling class- and the gov-
ernment, not with the
black people or with the
students.

“l would like to see a
peaceful  transformation,
but that is just about im-
possible. The ruling class
will use every weapon at
its command, as it has
done, for example, against
the Black Panthers.”

Asked in YSA has any
connection with the Com-
munist Party, Seigle re-

- plied that it does not.

“The founders of the al-
liance, he said, included
people from the Com-
munist Party. In addition,
he said, the alliance con-
siders itself communistic
in nature and lists Lenin
and Trotsky among its
revolutionary heroes.

.. But, he added YSA con-

siders itself *far” to the
left of today’s Commu-
nists. The Communist Par-
ty, he said, has become
“reformist” rather than
revolutionary. As evidence
of that, he said, the Com-
munists have taken to
supporting t h e candidates
of capitalism’s Democratic
Party at election time.
YSA on the other hand, he
said, supports the. candi-
dates of the Socialist

~ Workers Party.

‘Seigle’s first contact
with YSA was in 1265,
when he was a student at
Minnesola and - chairman

“of the campus-centered

Yinnesota Committee to
~a:l the War in Vietnam.

He was impressed with
T 3A’s ability to organize

¢ sposition to' the war, he °
- rzid, and joined up.

After graduating in June

' 1786 with a bachelor’s de-

s-2e. in psychology, he
-znt -to work for the
. .ate.

That lasted until Janu-
ary 1967, when Seigle be-
came the fulltime Minne-
sota organizer for YSA. A
year later, in January 1968,
he went to the national
office in New York, N.Y,,
to edit. “Young Socialist,”
YSA’s monthly magazine.

At the end of 1968 he
was elected naticnal or-
ganizing secretary. His
election a3 national chair-
man followed in Septem-
ber of this year.

Although he has been
out of school for more
than three years and has
been clasified 1A through-
cut that time, he has not
come close to being draft-
ed into the armed services.

This is the case with
many other YSA members,
ke said.

“They do not seem to
want anybody who seems
¥ be subversive,” he said.

A few YSA members
w1ve been drafted and have
»one into the service will-
1gly» in keeping with al-
i;ance policy.

“We think: you can be
:niore effective by going.in
snd erganizing soldiers
»rainst the war. than you
<an by refusing induction

and going to jafl,” Selgfe
said.

The Army has discov-
ered .. how effective YSA
members can be. They have
been so effective that the
Army is trying to get rid
of some of the more active
ones, YSA is fighting back |
because the government .
wants to give them less-
than-honorable discharges,
even though they suppos-
edly have been dutiful
soldiers and have limited
their antiwar activities to
their off hours.

Seigle's draft board is in
Philadelphia, Pa., where his
parents still live. They do
not agree with his current
activities, he said. “but we
still get along all right.” "

Seigle said he will be
happy to return to Minne-
apolis because “Trotsky-
ism” has “deep roots”
there, and the city has an
“impressive history of class
struggle going back to the
truck strikes in the 1930s.”

This year is the 35th an-
niversary of those bloody
strikes, which gave impe-
tus to the Teamsters Union
and all of organized labor
in Minneapolis. The cily
has been iriown as a
strong union town ever
since. B :

Seigle wants to organize
a convention demonstra-
tion in commemoration’ of
the strike, and he intends
to -invite a number of the
strike leadeé}rls.

“It is their children’s
children that we are trying
to organize now,” Seigle
said. y 9

-
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Yoﬂ_ng Socialists
Expect 1,000
At Convention

WASHINGTON (AP) -— The Young
Socialist Alliance, described as a revolu-
tionary Communist youth group, an-
nounced yesterday that a convention of as
many as 1,000 “young radicals from every
state” will be held Dec, 27-30 in Minne-
apolis,

Larry Seigle, national chairman of the
group, said the convention “will mark
& new stage in the U. S. student move-
ment in that the Young Socialist Alliance
has been projected into the leadership
of the left wing of t{he nation’s student
movément, replacing the badly split and
weakened Students for a Democratic So-
mety ”

Seigle said the alliance is “a nation-
wide Communist revolutionary youth or-
ganization that has played a leading role
in the anti-war movement.”

The alliance, he said, plans to set up
a national chain of “action committees’
at high schools and colleges “to inmitiate,
lead and support struggles for student
control of the campuses to fight against
the war, to fight for black liberation and
to mount a fight to change the basie struc-
ture of the nation's school system.” °

The alliance, he said, also plans “mass
intervention” in the 1970 election cam-
paigns.

. paigns.

TheAlowiaBowrw ~ Thursday, Dec. 11, 1962

Socialists
Seek to Fill
SDS Spot

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Young Sociglist AHiarice, de-
scribing itself as a revolution-
ary Communist yeuth group, an-
nounced today a convention of
up to 1,000 “young radicals from
every state” will be held Dec
27-30 in Minneapolis.

Larry Seigle, national chahf-
man of the group, said the con-
vention “will. mark a new sta;
in the U.S. student movement in’
that the Young Socialist All-
ance has been projected into the-
leadership of the left wing of the
nation’s student movement, re-
placing -the -badiy split and
weakened Students for a Demo- |
cratic Society.” '

Seigle said the alliance is “a
nationwide Communist revolu-
tionary youth organization that
has played a leading role in the
antiwar movement.”’

The alliance, he said, plans to
set up a natignal chain of ‘‘ac-J

commiltees” at highl
schools and celleges “to initiate, !
lead and support struggles forv
student contrel of the campuses
to fight against the war, to ﬁght
for black liberation, and
munﬁafigmwchangétheb&
sic structure of the netion’s
~sehool system,” The siliance, he|
said, also plass “mass’ interv
tion” in the 1970 election cam-




TEWARK NEWS

REVOLUTIONARY—Larry
Seigle, 24, national chair-
man of the Young Socialist
Alliance announced yester-
day a national convention
will be held at the end of
the month at the University
of Minnesota to plan revolu-
tienary attack against U.S.
capitalism.

12/11/69

NEW YORK TIMES 12/11/69

Radical Youths Plan Parley

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 (AP)
—The Young Sacialist Alliance,
describing itself as a revolu-
tionary  Communist  youth
group, announced today that a
convention of up to 1,000
young Americans wilt be held
Dec. 27 to 30 in Minneapolis.

NEW BRUNSWICK HOME NEWS 12/11/69

A LEADER OF THE LEFT—Larry Seigle, 24, nationsal
chairman of the Young Socialist Alliance, is pictured in
his Mew Yeork office Wednesday after announcing the alli-
ance will hold a national convention in Minneapolis ai the
end of this month to plan a revelutionary attack on U.L.
capitalism, (AP Wirephoto)



