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RATION'S LARGEST S’UDLNW Aﬁm ’AR GROJP ASSALLS J -EUGAR HOOVER's
TOPEN LETTER 10 COLLEGE STUDENTS",

The Student Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam con-
demns J. Edgar Hoover's “Opﬂr Letter vo bOlTege Students" as a blatant
attemp+ to stifle frec .speechh and opgosition to the wer in Southeast
Asia, Alinough~coucavd" the right to "legiti-

in cu*‘posari rﬁcﬂgnlilon o ]
mate’ dissent, Hoovér's letter is élearly aimed at“ihp mllllons of

‘Americans who have united i massive, peaceful ‘O ddeqts 1n the streets

against Nixon's crimin=l "CUJd“tﬂun'" ‘n Indoehinai '

In response o Foover's attack on our constitutional rights, we
declarzs our intention to redecuble our =2fforts to mobilize millions
in the streets to force the Administration to =2nd tie war in Indochina
NOW .

Hoover claims to be directing his remarks only against "extremists."
But the American people know from bitter experience that such McCarthyn
ite red-baiting attacks are really nothing but a smokescreen for attacks
on the democratic rights of all citizens--of unicne; of Blacks, Chi-
cancs and other oppressed minorities, of women, and ci all groups who
need to utilize their constitutional rights to fignt Zor their rightful
place in American society. And the American epcple are &lso painfully
ayare that the 'extremists® in this society are not those who fight
to have our men brought home frcm Southeast Asia now, but those like
Mr, Hoover, who force hundreds of thousends of men, ageinst their will,
to kill and die in a war which is in the interests of neither the Viet-
namese people nor the American people; thiose who senction the Mylais
and the tiger cages; thnse who would turn millions of Vietnamese into
refugees in order to "save them from communism." The simple truth is
that the American people know all too well, without J. Edgar Hoover's
advice, who the "extremists’ in America are--and that is exactly why
they, and we, have taksn to the streets in the first place and will be
in the streets in ever-increasing numbers until every last G.I. is
withdrawn from Indochina,

In his rcmarts Mr, #oover expresees concern about the widespread
"disrespect? for ua:vcrsit.e', '1aW enforcement agencies," and other
institutions. Wo weild noint out that if students are disillusioned
with the universities i{ is because the universities have too long
sanctioned nCTC, war ref2arch cnd <iscrimination against minority
students. If Americans lavb lost “ospecc for <cthe police and National
Guard it is becnruze Chesk arenﬁ*of Qave heen used to murder students
at Kent State and Jqquon Stuotes they have been used to break strikes
and occupy ghettoes in city afver v1+v



The violence and repression perpetrated by Hoover and the forces
he represents is the real "extremism® in America -- and if Hoover is
really concerned with "disrespect" for authority, he should realize
that the ‘problem® will not go away until he and Nixon and 2gnew put
an end to their attacks on the rights of the American people and
until ALL the troops are brought home from Indochina.
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IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT IN ALL DISCUSSIONS WITH THE
PRESS, AND VITH OTHER ACTIVISTS, THAT BUILDING THE
OCTOBER 31 DEMONSTRATIONS IS THE BEST WAY TO ANSVER
ATTACKS LIKE THIS ONE!
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NO SECOND VIETNAMS -- NO U.S. TROOPS TO THE MIDEAST'

The SMC has been in the forefront of the fight to put an end to
U.S. aggression in Vietnam. Ve were among the first to fight for the
demand of immediate withdrawal, to emphasize the importance of work-
ing with GIs, to come up with a consistent and coherent projection
of the antiwar university. We have been ‘the most persistent and con-
sistent in insisting on continued mass actions in the streets. In
short, the SMC has played a key leadershlp role in helping make the
antlwar movement. theopowerful force it is today and in helping it
successfully meet the various tests 1t has confronted

The s1tuat10n in the Middle East, especially as it took form
between September-17 and September 27 with the threat of direct U.S.
intervention in Jordan, poses another sericus test for th: antiwar
movement. Those who fight for an end to U.S. aggression in the Far
East must respond to the threat of more of the same in the !Mid East.
"hile there may be deep differences among us about the broader issues
involved in the Mid East conflict, we must be able to agree--and
act on that agreement--that the U.S. has no more business sending
troops to Jordan (or Kuwait, or Lebanon, etc.) than to Vietnam. Vhen
Kixon sent trooos jnto Cambodla, we knew that the GIs didn't want
to die there any more than in Vietnam--and we protested the blatant
American interference in Cambodian affairs. Similarly, we know today
that American GIs don't want to be brought home from the Far East
to die intervening in somebody else s business in the Mid East. And
we know that the American people, sick of years of costly adventures
in SE Asia are not prepared to accept another aggressive and costly
involvement in the Mid East.

Ve therefore have a. responSLblllty to moblllze the antlwar
sentiments of the masses of Americans. to ensure that the Mid East
does not become America's second Vietnam.

We in the SMC are in an excellent position to take the lead 1n
the antiwar movement's response to any attempt by Nixon to invade:
the Mid East. Our experience in the anti-Vietnam war movement has
taught us that the govermment lies, ‘that the Administration plans
its interventions without any regard for the interests of either
the American people or the supposed "beneficiaries" of our "help",
that the whole history of U.S. intervention abroad has been one
of attempting to impose social, political and economic forms which
control rather than liberate the peoples involved. We must draw the
lessons from the Indochina war. and make clear to the American people
that the U.S. has no more business sending troops to the Mid East
than it does to Vietnam.
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Of course, our opposition to U.S. intervention in the Mid East
does not solve the larger questions involved there. These larger
guestions are ones on which those of us in the antiwar movement may
differ, even while agreeing on our opposition to the U.,S. landing
troops there. Despite our differences, however, the SMC and the antiwar
movement in general have an obligation to the American people arid
the people of the Mid East in relation to these larger questions.
Specifically, we have an obligation to continue to uncover the truth.
The American press' coverage of the Middle Fast crisis has been no -
more candid than its coverage of the Vietnam war--and that goes
double for the government's “explanations" to the American people.
As with the beginning of the anti-Vietnam war movement a central
task now is to bring the facts to light.

The SMC should take the initiative to brlng together broad
coalitions to hold teach-ins on the 1Mid East, teach-ins in which
all points of view, from Zionist to Palestinian,”can be represented
and have an unrestricted platform to make their case. Such an open
discussion, where all the facts can be brought to public attention,
is an absolute necessity if the American people are to fully under-
stand and make decisions, 1ndependent of government prooaganda,‘l
about the larger questions involved in the I1id East. ‘

We should be particularly clear on the importance of the anti~
Vietnam war movement as such to the prospects of U.S. intervention
in the Mid East. October 31 is coming up. Ye're already deeply in-
volved in building those actions. The potential of U.S. intervention
in the Mid East makes a massive protest against the Indochina war
on Oct. 31 more important than ever--and not only in the sense thet
the SMC should have a portion of its banners on the 31st read '"No
2nd Vietnams--llo U.S, troops to the Middle East'--although we .
certainly should do that. More importantly, we must understand that
one important factor that Nixon and his warhawks must take into .
account when they contemplate an invasion of the Mid East--or any—
where else--is the state of the ’merican antiwar movement. :

If the antiwar leadership makes it clear that it.will meet
threats of a new foreign adventure with a united all- out effort to
mobilize the American people to say "hell no!?, then that is a
significant factor for Nixon to consider. In other words, every
blow against the SE Asian war helps to stay the hand of- Mixonian
intervention in the rest of the world. Therefore we must redouble
our efforts to make October 31st and the continued mass actions®
against the Indochina war which are sure to follow it as massive and
successful as possible. '

Don Gurevltz
Hational Executive: Secretary
SHC



