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The Nationcl Jomnittec of The Young
Sociclist .illicnce, sitting in plencxry session
over the Lcbor Doy weelzend of 1964 nassed tae
senerzl line of the Nutional Irecuuive Qomaittee
Droft Politicsl Resolution cnd is subnitting it,
along; with the Tasiis cnd Persyeciives lesolution
pussed ot the 1985 coaveniion, To lie discussion
Tor the conveation Lo be cld e Yeor's weeliend
1965 in Clhicazo,.



Political Resolution

NEC Draft

The nature of the period we are in has not changed signifi-
cantly since the last convention. The main outline of our docu-
ment on ‘'Tasks and Perspectives’” (Vol. 7, No. 2) that was passed
at that convention is still applicable, The present resolution
is not a substitute for, but an extension and amplification of
that document.,

Our fundamental task in this period is still to recruit and
educate new fresh forces in the theory, program, strategy, and
tactics of Marxism in preparation for the next wave of radicaliza-
tion. The propaganda character of our work is dictated by the
general conservatism of the period.

The Campus

The main orientation of the YSA is still toward the campus,
It has been our experience that locals with functioning campus
fractions have proven to be the most viable., The minds of many
young people are being opened to our politics and goals by the
growing inability of the ruling class to solve the crisis facing
it in the colonial lands, the repeated exposures of this society's
hypocrisy and corruption, and most imporiant, by the continued
struggles of the Negro masses against the state,

Unlike the past period when the bulk of the radicalized
students were attracted to national single-issue organizations
such as Fair Play for Cuba Committee (¥PCC) or Student Peace
Union (SPU), today they tend to join ad-hoc locally based com-
mittees or are recruited directly to one of the organized social~
ist youth tendencies. There is no single organization that is
the central pole of attraction for radical students,

Independent campus socialist groupings which appear are small
and their "independent” life is short as the members tend to join
one of the orsanized socialist tendencies or drop out of politics.

Organizations such as FPCC and SPU itended to be multi-tendency
regardless of the leadership. They were often our best arenas of
recruitment, Ve could join them, worlk Zor agreed-upon goals, and
present our program to the members, the majority of whom were not
yet affiliated to an organized socialist tendency. Despite the
attempts of the leaders of SPU to bureaucratically dominate it,
the very fact that a “pro-peace’ attitude was the only requirement
for membership meant that it attracted youth of all tendencies as
well as those not aifiliated to any tendency. On many campuses
civil rights organizations have this same characteristic.

We cannot predict when, 1f, or around what question another
national single~issue organization will become the dominant pole
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of attraction for radical students, Uhatever the organizational
forms may be, work in or around campus groups is geared to getting
to know, work with, and be in a position to recruit whatever radi-
calized students are there. As the ‘'Tasks and Perspectives'
document pointed out:

"The most important change on the campus is in
the ideological atmosphere which opens the door to seriows
consideration of our socialist ideas. This makes it ob-
jectively possible at all times, regardless of the ups
and downs of student organizations and activities, to
systematically seek out and recruit, through close and
personal contact work, by ones and twos, radicals on
the campus."

The Politicalization of the Struggle

Newly radicalized young pedple continue to engage in protest
actions that are of an essentially political character. That is,
the demands raised in these actions (unlike those of workers
directed to an employer) are addressed to the government ~- local,
state and national. LEven the demonstiration~-demands for increased
employment of Negroes have been aimed, directly or indirectly,
at the govermment., This has given these ‘‘direct actions'' the
essential character of political actions of a limited nature.

The leaders of various protest and civil rights movements =--
even some of the more militant =-- refuse to see direct action and
electoral action as different aspects of the same political
struggle. Under the pretense that their organizations are not
political (meaning that they don't run candidates) many end up
supporting candidates of the Democratic Party under some ''lesser
evil' rationalization. This results in the election of capitalist
representatives who on the morrow confront them as opponents,
holding the line against the most modest demands for reforms.

Even when direct actions result in partial gains they cannot
serve to bring about any fundamental solution to the basic social
problems involved, This can, and often does, lead to frustration
and demoralization of those involved in the struggle.

It is only through a political organization which has brolien
with the policy of subordination tec capitalist politics that
direct action and electoral action can be tied together in order
both to win immediate gains and lay the groundwork for a funda-
mental social change., This in turn revolves around political
consciousness, Uhen a significant section of leadership of the
working class, black or white, is convinced of the need for an
organization that will generalize the struggle, take on the ruling
powers everywhere from ithe streets to the ballot box, and offer a
class alternative to the Republican and¢ Democratic monopoly of
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political power; the next big step in the struggle for human
rights, peace and cconomic security will take place., This we
tlrelessly poxnt out in our propaganda, especially to the parti-
cipants in various struggles.

The 1964 Elections

The 1964 elections offer us the best immediate opportunity
to propagandize for socialism to American youth, They enable
us to expose, to any wavering members of the ranks of our opronents
the class cdlaborationist character of Stalinism and Social Demo-
cracy. The election campaign will heighten interest in the cclonial
revolution, the Negro struggle, and the meaning of Goldwaterism.

Our central efforts for the duration of the election campaign
must be to build Students for Deberry and Shaw and committees
for independent political action. Through them we can hammer home
the lesson that the various partial crises facing the American
people from Vietnam to Harlem are part of a general crisis of the
system of capitalism, Ve can pcint out that the next step toward
resolving these crises is tite formation of a political party which
offers an alternative to capitalist rule.

The existence of the Freedom How Party and independent Negro
candidates gives us e:x:itra openings for our propaganda,..So does the
criticism of the two parties by such people as llalcolm X, The
very existence of the Freedom Now Party and tle SWP on the ballot
takes the question of independent political action out of the
realm of an abstract suggestion to one of concrete example for
support and emulation.

Propaganda
ig propa anclz“n§ .

Our central task /for socialism. We explain that a revolu~
tionary program and organization is needed for its attaimment., Ue
are trying to get many ideas across to the very small layer of
American yough who are rebeling against this society,

The great need among both the campus youth and the Negro
youth involved in struggle is the development of socialist
consciousness, that is, understanding the forces they are opposed
to and how to deifeat them., llany are angry; they are fighting;
they are open-minded -~ but they tend to adopt the level of under-
standing of current leaderships.

Ve are not a civil rights, civil liberties, or peace organ-~
ization, although we support all these struggles, participate in
them, and try to learn from them., We are a socialist political
organization which generalizes and ties together in its propaganda
all those partial struggles which, objectively, are aimed against
the ruling class.



iy

It is socialist politics that we have ito offer students and
young activists who are willing to listen to us., Our success in
this period depends on our ability to convince young peogle to
join us and dedicate themselves to socialist politics which are
indispensible to the successful struggle for a decent world,

The YSA can operate effectively under its own name, Ve can
establish ourselves as the socialists, by defending and explaining
the colonial revolution and the Freedom MNow struggle, and opposing
the drift to the right in American politics.

In this work we should keep in mind several major advantages
we have relative to our opponents.

1. We are a nationa. socialist youth organization with many
viable locals. This is oir major accomplishment and puts us far
ahead of our opponents wiyo have come nowhere close to building
a viable and effective national organization. This was best re-
flected in our ability t¢ wage a victorious national campaign in
defense of our Bloomington comraces, Ve have a national voice,
The Young Socialist.

2, In The llilitant we have a weekly propaganda newspaper
which is more attractive to radical youth than the press of our
opponents. The regulay ¢distribution of The Militant gets our
ideas to a broad layer o youth., This includes those we are not
in immediate contact with, for instance, southern youth. The
simple rule has been that a person who becomes a regular llilitant
reader can be recruited to the YSA,

3. Ve are the heixs of the traditions and lessons drawn
from the maintenance and enrichment of socialist thought and
action by the American Trotskyist movement. Books and pamphlets
embodying this traditior. are powerful weapons in the education
and recruitment of the vebels of our generation. One of the best
examples of that is the reception we get to the Trotskyist analysis
of the Freedom Now strupgle and black nationalism, The publication
of the first llarxist history of the rise of the CIO by Art Preis,
the first inexpensive anthology of Trotsky's writings, The Age
of Permanent Revolufion, and V,F, Vardes Logic of Marxzism, are
valuable weapons., The llarnist program ie the rmosc importeat asset
we have,

Qur Opnonents

To understand ¢ou:: opponents clearly we must place them in
the context of the recent history of the American lefi. The post
Wl II decline and Dbireak=-up of American Stalinism left a vacuum
among radicals, bui did so in the conte:t, not of a mass upsurge
and shake-up, buit oI a deadening conservatism and quiescence of the
labor movement., The new formations that developed, except the YSA,
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were marked by the heritage of revisionism that they received from
either Stalinism or the Social Democratic left,

Unlike Bolshevism's development in struggle against the Dern-
stein revision of larxism or the Left Oppositions d&velopment in
struggle against the Stalinist revision of Leninism, the recent
American offspring of the decay of Stalinism and Social Democracy
did not hammer out a revolutionary critique and program and defend
it before a large radical working class membership.

e have seen off-shoots and splits from the CP USA that remain
Stalinist; we have seen off-shoots and splits from the SP and
Shachtmanite ISL that remain Social Democratic. Our current
opponents, the Young Peoples Socialist League(YPSL), Students fer
a Democratic Society(SDS), W.E,B, DuBois Club(W/EBD) and the Pro~-
gressive Labor liovement (PLM), are heirs of this programmatic
poverty. The youth recruited by them do not understand that it is
only around the correct program that a revolutionary cadre capable
of leading the overturn of capitalism can be built.

Reformist Activism

All of our opponeni:s on the youth arena have been built by
the recruitment of student youth., With no experience in the mass
movement they embody all the wealknesses of the middle class, Under

he pressures of imperialism they are susceptible to reformist
traps and liberal prejudices. As they come to socialism they
usually adopt the consciousness of well linown reformist leaders.
They tend to see the day to day work for reforms as ends in
themselves., Unlimited activism of any kind becomes ‘'socialist’
activity, Preparation of a solid revolutionary cadre able to
intervene in the mass struggles to come is totally subordinated
to gaining the leadership of partial struggles.

Socialist minded youth become especially susceptible to re-
formism in a period in which the labor bureaucracy, bourgeois
educational foundations, and the federal government pour money
into social work at the ‘'grass roots' level in order to head
discontent into safe channels. This opens up a double temptation
to petty bourgeois youth -=- they can ‘help the masses' at the
‘nrass roots'' and often find a subsistence wage to spend full time
doing it. OSocial woxl: is called political work and political work
becomes pure and simple, good, middle class, social worlk -~ some-
times with pay.

This orientation is always marked by the desire to ‘'keep
politics out” of actions ‘'we all agree on'. Youth attracted to
this sort of reformist “activism social worlk' have it systemized
for them in a program by the SDS, YPSL, and the newly~formed VEDD,
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Ultra-Leftist Activisom

Some middle class newly radicalized youth react sharply
against this reformism, Some of these find their way to revolu~
tionary socialism, DBut others can be led into adventures in which
the attempt is made to leap over the adverse objective situation
and substitute the action of a handful for the mass. This ultra-
left "activism'' is merely the other side of the reformist coin.
Long the trade mark of 3rd period Stalinism this adventurism can
only lead to victimizations which are gleeiully taken advantaze
of by the ruling class, Ultra-leftism can be used as an eicuse
to crack-down not only on the entire left, but on the militants
involved in daily stiuggle as well,

orst of all, adventurism wears out and hardens into cynies
young rebels, some of whom could have been made inte revolutionary
cadres., Instead of developing llarxist- cadre, ultra-leit organiza-
tions instead eventually breed victims, demoralized youth and
cynical front-group politicians, This tendency can be seen most
clearly in the Stalinist Progressive Labor itovement, (PLil).

\)
b v

The source of both these reformist and ultra-leftist devia-
tions lie in the frustrations of the objective situation, the
pressures and temptations of an undisciplined petty-~bourgeois
enviromment, and Social-Democratic and Stalinist miseducation.
None of these elements should be underestimated., The search for
either a respectable or quick road to socialism is doomed; there
is no get=-rich-quicl: gimmicl: to build a revolutionary movement°
history has spoken decisively on this question,

Nevertheless, thne middle class inexperienced character of
young radicals, the programmatic and organizational heritage from
Stalinism and Social Democracy, and the isolation of the socialist
movement from a significant section of the working class, will
continue to breed these dead-ends,

It is clear that there is no realistic perspective of fusion
with any of these ovponenu formations, uite the con-rary in the
coning period we will be competﬁno with them head on for the

Eogr )

a11e01ance oif the radical youth in this country.

o
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~
~,
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The absurdities and bestialities of capitalism in its decline
will continue to produce rebels and opponents of the system. Ve
have to teach them the perspective of the American working class
revolution, They uave to be taught that the central task of
Mnerican socialists is the bulld:ng oL a conscious larxist cadre
capable of educating and, someday, leading the mass of American
vorlers to take state power., They have to be taught that there
is no short-cut to socialism,
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The precipitous decline of the Young Peopleb Socialist
League following the Cuban missile crisis has continued., The
report of their llational Secretary at the SP convention indicated
that this is true of even their traditional strongholds such as:
the University of Chicago. Not only has recruiting dropped off,
but they have been losing members as miseducation and inactivity
take their toll., They are split up into a minimum of 13 tendendcs
and factions., Continual discussion and factional cannibalism
runs rampant and leaves little time for consistent, outward-turned
propaganda, recruitment or education., To add insult to injury,
the SP has threatened to put the YPSL into receivership.

In spite of all their 'revolutionary' tendencies the politics
of YPSL are the politics of the Social Democracy and the organ-
izational losses they have been having are the price they pay
for that program. The oppose the colonial liberation movement as
"Stalinist''; they oppose black nationalism as ''racist’; they refuse
support to DeDerry and Shaw while the SP supports Johnson to
stop Goldwater at all costs,

The lack of a large reformist student movement organized
around either peace or civil rights to feed off ~ has been
especially damaging to YPSL. They have concentrated on woxl: i
CORE in several places, but seem to have gained little more tHan
some posts,

SDS

The Students for a Democratic Society whicih has growvn as
we predicted, harebeen very successful in involving themselves
in foundation, ifederal grant, and laboxr financed social worlk
projects in the South, in Appalacia, and in several Northern
urban areas. They worlk within the capitalist power structure in
order to pressure ‘'good’ Democrats and Republicans into realigmment
vhich they believe has started with the passage of the civil
rights bill, This class collaboration is likely to become even
more blatant if SDSers continue to get positions in the various
poverty and delinquency projects that are appearing on the scene.
They openly support the labor bureaucracy wing of the Democratic
Party and they do not spend time on socialist education, propa-
ganda, or cadre building, At the same time their ability to get
money to finance an apparatus and members in projects gives them
an element of permanency.

WED DubDois Club

A nationwide Ihrudchevite youth organization called the WED
DuBois Clubs has been set up to replace the stillborn Progressive
Youth Organizing Committee (PYOC), In the Zast and ifidwest, the
VEDD Clubs are merely PYOC by another name and offer little new
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phenomena for our consideration, The Vest Coast DuBois Clubs
were able to attract a number of non=-Stalinist youth and represent
an advance for the proponents of peaceful coexistence over the
last few years.

Our intervention at their founding convention helped clear
the minds of the youth not committed to any tendency of-the idea
that the DuDois Clubs were a broad, independent, action-oriented,
socialist youth organization not tainted by unpleasant things such
as program and line, The activities of the WEBD Clubs will have
some variation regionally, but their political line is clear. It
is support to Jobnson behind a stop Goldwater campaign; support
for local and state liberal Democrats; work in 'mass' neighborhocod
organizations; and on the campus, concentration on civil rights
action, and education in the subtleties of popular frontism, They
plan to put out a magazine whose projected content is similar to
New ilorizons for Youth.

PL1

The Progressive Labor llovement is a 1901 lMaoist split from
the CP which has most of its membersiip in New York city. Its
original core came from N.Y. state CP circles and Advance members.

PL's outspolizen opposition to the opportunism of the CP and
the organization of trips to Cuba have been the main factors in
attracting a number of youth, They now project the formation of
a party at a Thanksgiving weelkend conference in New York City,
Their recruits have been mainly white students, many from CP
bacl:grounds and periphery.

They are marlked ideologically and organizationally by theix
Stalinist origins which they have refused to deal with and over=-
come, Thelr only public statements of program are contained
in several articles in the llarxist-Leninist Cuarterly. These
articles place PL in the Chines camp on the major international
questions dividing the world Stalinist movement (including the -
question of Stalin) and call for a return to the ‘militant pragma-
tism'' Stalinism of the Drowder-Foster third period,

Up to now, PL's ‘militant pragmatic’ birand of lar:ism-Leninism
has manifested itself in a series of whirling-dervish adventures,
undertaken under the explicit theory that daring acts of defiance
by a handful will somehow spark a mass movement. Theyloek at the
hit and run adventures which always involve innocent non-members
as sources of sensational Iront-page news coverage, another PLil
imagined short-cut to building a socialisi movement,

Their get=-rich-quic’t school of political adventurism has a
deadly internal logic of its ownr. As each unwinable confrontation
with the state apparatus ends, a more eixtreme adventure must be
projected to recoup and revenge the previous defeat., This in
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turn attracts more ultra-left elements which reinforces the turn
to the next round of adventures, Spurning all attempts by the
YSA at a united £front approacih to common projects around the Viet-
nam war, the Cuba travel-ban, etc., PL has set up front-group
apparatuses to run events, spealking in the name of all those
involved.

PL has consistently presented itself as the vanguard of and
spokesman for sections of the population when just the opposite
was true. In lonroe, N.C,, in Hazard, and in llarlem this has
led to victimization, and distrust of radicals generally. The
police and press have gratefully seized PL's statements and actions
to rationalize further attacks not only on the entire left but also
on the local militants directly involved.

tthile voicing opposition to both Johnson and Goldwater and
blasting the CP for their support to the Democratic Party, PL
thus far refuses to support Delerry. They present abstention fiom
voting and cempaigning as the correct 'llarxist-Leninist' position.

Far from leading to state power, such an ultra-left Stalinist
line can only lead to the division of the working class in a period
of radicalization, t offers a smokescreen behind which capital-
ist reaction protects itself, Under the conditions prevailing |
today it gives a covering excuse to the reaction against the small
socialist movement and the Negro wvanguard, It breeds victinms,
and event1ally demoralizzs and mis~-educates youth who cculd have
become revolutionary socialists,

Approved by the NEC
August 235, 1964



TASKS AND PERSPLITIVES
((JES Draft Resolution)

l., The decline and isolation of the socialist movement
that characterized the 1950's has coue to an end., At the
same Uime the revitalization of the nass woriking class
movement, and a general opening into it, is yel to occur,
The beginnings of a radicalization among a thin but growing
layer of students and the rapidly deepening radicalization
of the Negro peonle in their drive for Freedon Now are fore-
runners of and a spur to the next general upsurge of the
American working class,

2. The deepening of the Nesro struggle and the stirrings

of radical activity anong studants is occurring within the
context of increasing economic and woliticcl contradictions
of the capitalist system. The post-war imperialist expan-
sion, with its concomittant prosverity, is slowing down.

The imperialists face ot only steady ecouounic growth and
compevition from she Soviet bloc, and the threat of expro-
priatvion from the colonial revolution, but also an increased
competition among themselves, Today Zurope's econonic
gsrowth has made her primcrily o coupetitor seelking profit-
able areas to which canital can be ermporied, Internal econ-
omic contradictions such zs The threat of an over-production
crisis, the stagnation of the growth rcte, the growth of
pernanently depressed industriecs and regions, and high unen-
ployment are sharpened by and sharnen the growing stagnotion
of the imperialist world merket. We see increasing attacls
on the working class through automation, wage pressures, and
anti~labor legislation, designed to meet stiffening inter-
national conpetition. All this poinis to a more precinitous
decline and increased class soruggle in vhe future., Although
we are at a decisive turning point and the trends are clear,
the pace and form of the decline of the Ane ican economy
cannot yet be predicted cnd mecsured with precision,

2. In this tronsitional period the revolutionary socialist
youth have a crucial role to play as a link between older
revolutionary socialists who hove been through the class
struggles of the past and the as yet unradicalized young
workers who will be the vanguard of the class struggles to
come, Our ability to intervene as part of the leadership
of the nass upsurge tonorrow depends to a large degree on
our recruitment today of the Thin layer of nostly pet
bourgeois youth wiiose minds are being opened to our ideas.,
Our fundamental taslk in this period is to recruilt and Train
new, fresh forces in the theory, program, strategy, and
tactics of ilarxism in preparction for the next wave of
radicalization,

4, In this period the campus is the main souvrce of re-
cruitnent and thus should redeive primery emphasis.



Historical experience has shown that the Marxist van-.
guard is built by the fusion of workers trained in the
class struggle with young revolutionaries from other
classes who come over completely to the working class
cause, We are recruiting mainly petty bourgeois youth,
and we are not yet able to reach many young workers., At
present, the fusion we seek can be only partially realized
through the consciousness of its necessity for the future
when it will become possible to recruit young workers
from the mass movement, through the absorbtion by our
members of the working class outlook of Marxism, and
through close fraternal relations with older revolution-
ary socialists,

5. The YSA developned as a result of a regroupment pro-
cess within the radical movenent in the last half of the
fifties. During this decade the major arena of radical
activity was the campus, but not in the same sense as it
is today. The fifties were characterized by general a-
pathy and fear of dissent on campus. Isolated individ-
uals were recruited to socialism, and here and there
small socialist discussion clubs grew up. But with the
exception of isolated local denmonstravions and issues,
and the two marches on Washington for integration, there
was no political action by the students. Radicals formed
the}major zudience for lMarxists end their prime arena of
WOoI<X,

6, A new phase opened in 1960, coinciding with the
establishment of the national YSA. The Sit-Ins marked

a new stage for the Negro movement and the beginning of
political activity by a nminority on campus. During the
spring of 1960, while the Sit-Ins were still going on
with strong student support in the North, the famous stu-
dent anti-HUAC demonstrations took place in San Fran-
cisco, The new YSA was in the forefront of the Northern
supporting movement to the Sit-Ins, gaining sone re-
cruits and its first real experience in dealing with a
broad campus movenment, The YSA, a product of regroupment
among radicals, began a turn toward o broader stratum of
students cnd the recruitment of fresh activists.

7. The fundamental charactcristic of politics on the
canpus is that the world wide class strusgle reflects it~
self there as a struggle of ideas, producing o growing
ideological polarization., The thin layer of radicalized
scudents 1s a reflection of and is responding to national
and international manifestvations of the death agony of
capitalism., The upsurse and victories of the colonizal
workers and vpeasants, especiclly the mighty Cuban revolu-
tion, the repeated unmosking of imerican imperialism as
the center of world reaction, and the ominous aond omni-
present threat of nuclear destruction have been the major
international factors cutting through student politiccl
apathy and blind confidence in the ruling class, At home



the instability and inadequacy of capitalism even in a
period of prosperity, bthe decadence of iAmerican bourgeois
culture, and the radicalization of the Ilegro movement

have further alienabted these students from the rational-
izations of the ruling class and have opened their minds
to the working class (socialist) solution. These students
originated at &ll points on the political spectrum before
they beccme radicalized.

8. BSince 1960 student political consciousness has in-
creased witn the deepening of the economic and political
crisis of world copitalism, The nore conservative anti-
nuclear student SANE was eclipsed and replaced by the
anti-war Student Peace Union., The Sit-In movement in the
South, going through many experiences, has developed into
the independent Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee.
Interest in civil liberties (activities against TULS,
speaker bans, etc.) is reflected in numerous.but short-
lived ad hoc organizations.

9. Because students ars concerned primerily with ideas
they react to world happenings whiclh do nov directly in-~
volve them, The colonial revolution, the successes and
failures of the worliers statves, cnd cbove all The Cuban
revolution have had a profound inmpact upon The campus.,
The YSA as the only organizetion on campus which both de-
fends and explains the Juban revolution recruited a whole
wave of students on that basis, larzely through our work
in support of the Pair Play for Cuba Committee. It is
impossible to concretely pinnoint /hat international strug-
gles and victories will be important issues in rallying
support to revolutionary ideas, but ve nust be preparcd
for the emergence of such issues while we continue %o
carry out our taslt of the defense of The first socialist
revolution in the Americas, and of all anti-imperialist
struggles.

10, While student orgenizations have nultiplied and
interest in specific issues hos increased, both have been
characterized by instebility and sharp ups and dovms.,
This is attributable to the petty bourgeois nature of the
campus and pexrtly to the lack of a sustained w rking
class novement to back up the students. The issue. which
has broughl the wost susvained activity and interest is
Hegro freedon, and this is because of the growing mass
character of this struggle. The temporary lag in the
radicalization of The working class novenent creates a
problem of consciousness for the students, who tend to
view social struggles apart from the class struggle. Our
task 1s to draw these radicalized students into consis-
tent and susvained struggle agcinst the system through
identification with the worliing class and the goal of
sociclism, ‘



4

11. The most important change on the campus is in the
ideological atmostphere wiich opens the door to serious
consideration of our socialist ideas. This makes it
objectively possible at all times, regardless of the ups
and downs of student organizations aond activities, to
systematically seek out and recrult, throush close per-
sonal c¢ontact work, by ones and twos, radicals on the
campus,

12, The Student Peace Union developed into a national
movement during the 1961-62 school year. The high point
of its activity was the Washington demonsitration, (even
hough the SPU capitulated to the right wing TTP, which
demoralized militants) and it had a substantial growth-
in the spring of 1962 just after the Washingbton project.
The failure of the SPU leadership to follow up Washing-
ton with further action further demoralized their member-—
shin and laid the ground work for the fiasco around the
Cuban crisis, BIU declined in the past school year main-
ly due to the Cuvan crisis znd SPU's reaction to it.
During the crisis the YPSL lecdership of SPU wavered and
came oubt wealkly apainst the crisis with pronounced anti-
Soviet sentiment and progranm. 852U could have talken the
leadership of the student pdrovest against the crisis with
an aggressive united front »nolicy ageinst Kennedy's war
moves, but it was paralyzed by its YP3L leadership, and
in many areas the denonstrations were orgaonized.in spite
of SPU. Wherever YPSL had control, SPU demonstrations
becane anti-Soviet., There wos a general lull in the stu-
dent movement following the crisis, and the fact that the
Peace movenent was so obviously impotent at the tine of
the crisis discouraged students. YPSL reacted to the lull
by intensifying its campeign to restrict SPU To the YPSL
"third camp® viewpoint, which further aggravated the de-
cline of the SPU.

132, The YSA nmissed the development of SPU in 1961-62,
with the exception of the Detroit local vwhich made valu-
2ble gains from SPU work there. As a result of fruit-
ful work in some loccls we now have a functioning nation-
al fraction able to intervene openly with our prograonm,
In sone areas work in SPU has been tried and because of
bureaucratic impediments and lack of student intercst has
been found unfruitful. The peace issue will be with us
until there is socialism, however, ond will flare up
around specific issues. As long cs SPU remains the cen-
ter of the student peace novement, we have to lieep our
contact with it, while at the scme time avolding over-
xtension in Tthis area when the objective situation does
not warrant it, Our nost importont immediate taslz in SPU
is to develop our national froction as a recognized pro-
grammatic tendency in SPU., This will prepare us for
differentiating ourselves from the YPSL leadership if the
SPU continues its present decline or breaks up, while at
the same time will prepare us for a nossible revivication



of SPU, or for an important international wer crisis.

14, Our intervention on ‘the canmpus is a twofold one
of direct socialist activity combined with work in
broader student organizations. We will not recruit
and hold people on the basis of our activity alone,
nor will we be considered militant or serious if we
abstain from the student struggles. We must intervene
in campus organizations and activities to deepen our
ties with activists, to gain a hearing for our own
program, and to seek out recruitable studenis. Work
in campus organizations also gives YSAers valuable
experience in organizing and prevents us fron missing
upsurges such as occured around SPU. There are many
different campus organizations in which YSAers are
working and can work: socialist clubs, SPU, CORE,
SHCZ2, forums, ad hoc committees for special issues,
etc, Our nmain emphasis in cempus work, whether in oth-
er organizations or directly as the ¥ISA, is on social-
ist education, propaganda, and recruitment., Although
activities which do not lead directly to recruitment
may be an important part of every local's activity, it
is important to see that recruiitment remains the pri-
nmary aim of each local's work.

15. The student movement is volatile and reacts sharp-
ly to changing events, While we can continue to look
forward to a growing nolitical consciousness among
students, tThe novement itself has sharp ups and dovns,
and shifts in organizational forms. We have to be
flexible both in our approach to which organizations we
. work in, and how much effort is put into a particuler or-

ganlzatlcn‘ basing our intervention upon objective needs and
possibilities, Iocal work must be carried out accord-
ing to the general line laid down by the national con-
ference., Practical activity in each instance will have
to be determined on the basis of concrete locel condi-
tions, in consultation with the national office. In
the past a number of locals have become so tied up with
work in other organizations that they have not had time
for the nost important and time consuming task of sys—
tematic contact work and recruitment.

16, The radicalization and growing mass character of
the Negro movement is the most important development on
the national scene., Militant youth organizations, both
on and off campus, have developed in the North and South.
We should seek to become allies of these groups, winning
white students to the Negro cause as supporters, and
recruiting a young revolutionary Negro cadre. Work with
civil rights organizations and Negro organizations of

a more revolutionary, nationalist orientation whether

on campus or off, should be considered our primery na-
tional fraction work,
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17. In the past we have been able to intervene in cer-
tain strike situations by bringing svudent supnort to
worker'!s picket lines. This has been possible in two
types of strusgle. In one case the union was attempting te
establish itself among Negro and Puerto Rican hospital
workers, and recuested student "Sit-~In" help. In the
other, the capitalists were using students to scab, and
the YSA was able to organize anti-scab students. We are
the working class tendency on campus, and such work, wien
realistic, serves both to educate ourselves and the stu-
dents, and bYegins to prepare the points of support in

the working class moveument from which we can intervene

in the future.

18. The rise of unemployment is hitting youth, especially
young Negroes, hard. Unemployment among young worlkers

is very high, steadily over 15% (officially), and we ex-
pect it to grow., As of yet there have been no develop-
ments toward organized actions among unenployed youth
except those importint »rotests on lack of Jobs which
have growvn out of tThe civil rights struggle. We should
support and participate in these struggles which are go-
ing on, wherever possible, and eep alert for any signs
of organized activity or interest in orgenization cmong
the mass of unemrloyed youth. There is as yet no practi-
cal perspective for us 10 intervene as the initiators of
unemployed orgenizations.

19. Those young workers whom we do nmeet and recruit

at the present time are held to the organization on an
intellectual basis. They may join or become attracted
to the YSA because it is active and because they sce its
working class perspective, but they svick in This period
because they absorb the program, not because the YSA is
leading their class battles.

20, A major activity will be support of the SWP 1964
election campaign. Elections give us a chance to speak
to the masses about our socialist program, and to get a
recction from the workers which will by and large re-
flect their thinking and mood. The question of political
action is on the agenda in the Negro struggle, and the
SWP campaign will be one way we can intervene in that
struggle., Our nmajor task during the campaign will be to
organize campus support to the socialist ticket, stress-
ing the need for anti-cepitalist political action, and
impell a section of the students larger than ourselves
into active work for the compaign. The elections open
valuable propaganda opportunities for our ideas on camp-
us, and will mean a growth both in our numbers and in-
flucence,

2l. The Young Peoples Socialist League, still larger
than us in boolk unembership (but with fewer active mem-
bers), had o period of growbth in the spring of 1962, in
great mecsure due to Their,intervention in the SPU.
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In the past school year however, they have taken a sharp
decline, especially after the pressures of the Cuban cri-
sis which threw them into a rightist swing. The lull in
student activity after the crisis Toolz a big tell on the
YPSL, as a result of their unclear vacillating "third
camp® (impericlist camp when the chips cre down) political
line, and their lack of orgenizcotion, educ_tion, comnmuni-
cation, and general propajzandc. They do not yet hove a
newspaper —-— a cleor reflection of their lack of serious
organization., Thelr central Schacihatmonite leadership,
while opportunist in charazver, has a sectorian streak,
They propound, especially when they feel nressured by us,
"Trotskyist® (Schachtmanite version) positions such as the
labor porty. These concepts totolly foreign to vheir pol-
iticolly uneducated cnd unprepcred ronic .nd file, further
alienates these ranks from the leadership and adds to the
instability and high turnover rate of the organization.

22. The youth who follow the CP line have managed to

set up organizations in MNew York, Philadelphia, the Bay
Area, and Los ingeles, but do not have a functioning
national organization. Although Stalinist deceptions in
their presentation of an actual pro-Democratic party
line serves to delude some young nmilitants, the continued
crisis of world Stalinism has put them on the ideological
defensive, But Stalinism in all its various forms still
poses a danger. Stalinism is used by some radically in-
clined students {0 rationalize a soft job nerspective,
especially in the University. talinisn allows students
to have "anti-imperiolist™ ideology while not committing
them 1o acting on it in any serious waoy. Informal groups
such as those which exist around Studies on the Left at
Madison have broken with Stalinism To a large degree.
However, they substitute radical commentary for committ-
ment and hide thelr default behind petty bourgeois acaden-
ic snobbery. While maintaining friendly versonal rela-
tions we should meet such Deople head on in ideological
debate azainst their anti-Marxist, anti-working class
substitute for joining the YSA.

25, There have been a anumber of splinter groups from the
CP, generally »nro-llac, who have some youth. Most of then
do not brealk with capitolist politics. Bven those who do
have proven themselves to be confused politically, and
tend to substitute the action of a handful for a mess
action, attennting adventuristicelly to overleap the ad-
verse objective situation and speed up the class struggle.
We have to be ceareful, therefore, in common worl: wit

thenm, while at the same time natiently explaining our pro-
gram to them, .

24, The Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) is be-
coming important in some arezs. They have a genersl out-~
look of working within the Democratic Party, altaough
many of their specific stands, such as defense of Advance



are superior to those of YPSL., They are not homogeneous
and contain pro~Labor Party members, "progressives",
self-styled Marxists, social democrats and liberals.,

If the YPSL remains under the present sectarian
Schactmanite leadership there is a chance tThat SDS nay
recruit potential social democrats faster than YPSL

and become our most serious organized reformist oppon-
ent. Their open desire to work in the existing capital-
ist class power structure in order to realign the "good"
Democrats and their mildly pro-Soviet position on the
peace question give them an attractive program for re-
formist youth coming from eilther the Stalinist or Social
Democratic direction., Some youth who follow the CP line
in several places have decided to concentrate Their work
on the 8DS and its »otential strength can already be
seen on severcl mid-west campuses, The Stalinists and
Social Democrats can co-operate together within SDS in
fighting revolutionary tendencies in civil richts,
election campaigns, etc., The SDS's lack of real »oli-
tical cadre aond loose organizational concepts give us

an oprortunity to cut the sround from them belfore they
gain strengt

25, The YPSL, the youth followers of the CP line, and the
SDS all engage in one or another form of class collabor-
ation. In competing with these groups for members the
YSA nust wage a deternined struzgle against their class
collaborationist prosroms wihile pushing for united
fronts in action. That is the best way To expose their
inadequacies, Keening potentially revolutionary youth
from these refornmist groups during {this period is the
key to smashing reformism durin; the mass upsurge to
come, Our ultimate advantage over these groups can be
seen nost clearly in civil-righus where Uhey do not

have the patience and seriousness to work well with nost
revolutionary Negro nilitants,

26, The past school year w:s marked by o lull in campus
political activity which affectied the YSA. ilthough

some of our members cult under the nressure, we continued
to recruit. The net result, controry to the sharp de-
cline of YPSL, was a moderate increuse in membership.

The upsurge in che Hegro strussle hed its effect upon

the campus cnd by the end of The school year our re-
cruitment quickened, IZcually important, many of our

new menbers have raised their political consciousness

and dedicaiion through svudy and activity.

27. Our woriz in defense of our Bloomington comrades

hcs given our novement and program a hezring that we
would not have otherwise attained. So long as this case
is before us, and our comruades are in danger, a major un-
neglectidble task will be Bloomington delense,
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28, While we will still be swimming against the stream

in American society as a whole, important work is oven to
us, We are the best organized radical youth group, but

we could stand improvement in our finances, communications,
and propaganda material. We should work on both improving
the YOUNG SOCIALIST and improving our sales, get out a
number of pamphlels stating our views on the important
problems confronting the student activists, and take fuller
advantage of Pioneer literature and the MILITiNT., Inter-
nal education should be the regulor activity of each local,
to raise the level of every member and bring each member

o full consciousness of our program, and to teach the
history of the class struggles in the United States., The
YSA nust educate itself through links with the older revolu—
tionary socialists who are the only living bearers of the
class struggle lessons of our country. To the degree we

do this we will ve imbued with the class struggle tradi-
tions of our country -- traditions we are a part of and
continuator of -- and will thereby be preparing ourselves
for the great class battles to cone.



