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Introduction to Revised Draft Resolution Youtlh and ile

blac’: Revole”

The draft resolution contained in this bulletin (Vol. 7
No. 6) is a revision of the earlier WEC Draft (Vol., 7, No. 5).
The first draft was produced without adequate editing in the
haste to get it into the hands of the membership, and we feel
that certain formulations contained in the first draft are
subject to mis-interpretation.

The revised resolution follows the line of the original
draft, and the changes incorporated into it makes that line
more clear,

-~HEC Majority
August 27, 1963




YOUTL AMD THZ DIACYK REVOLT

(MEC Dralt Resolution)

The l'ewr ilood

The Dlacl: fmerican is taking the initive at a critical
nmoment in this country's history in demanding Freedcm Dere,
Freedom llow, and £ll Freedoms, He is tired, fed up, envaged
with the pradualism and tokenism which has characterized the
intepration battle for ilegro equality. Dxpressing themselves
in a growving mood of defiance, MNegroes are indicating
through their actions and by their demands that white Jim
Crow America must go. It has been over 30C years since
tiie enslavemenc of Airicans began in fmerica, and over 100
years since the Emancipation Proclamation was issued; that
is  long enouru to"™all: and sce.”

The 3lack DNevolt sveeping capitalist America and
threatening the ‘warlie pover structure' tales the form of
massive dizalfection snd a growving mood among llegroes for
independence “rom wilte society, for ‘blaclmess.” The
tenor of the 'erro neople today is that they are no longer
villing to leave the Zuture of interracial relatioms in the
hands of whites. They ave delermined to decide their own
destinies in an effort to satisiy thelr demands, The present
mood {or blacmess s being conditioned by the objective
situation of the mid~twentieth century, It is in part a
response to the celonial revoiutions and resuliant indepen-
dence of tlhe Afvo-Asian states, the urbanization of the
Fegro during the last Var uhich helped in the creation of
the present~day big city shetios, and the pressures of the
Cold tlar.

These situations and forces prompted a series of Supreme
Court decisions that marked the beginning of a new confronta-
tion betwcen black and vhite /merica.

11t the Zlack Revolt there is a general rejection of
“gradvealisn’ wilch is either an aplolgy foyx weak ‘action or
merz acceptance of che status quo in a slightly modified foxm.
The sradualists believe that cheir program can be carried eut
by the insiitutions of the present system if a little pres-
sure is apnlied in the risht places. Tollowing this false
assumption, they ash the Negro to let Jim Crow courts solve
racial conilicts, to permit a Congress dominated by Sixie§rats
propose c.vil rights legislation, to have faith that racist
cops will maintain lav and corder, This has brought tolkenism,
moderation and lhypoerisy; but not substantive change,
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On jobs, the llogro is still the last one hired and first
one fired. ie is expected do do the heaviest, dirtiest, least
skilled job at the lowest pay. In housing, urban renewal
means ilegro removal and slum vedevelopment projecits simply
redevelop slun conditions more intensely for the llegro ghetto.
In cducation, scuool drop-out means Negro drop-out, while
school construction builds more understafifed, inadequate -
secregated Zacilities. Emancipation is 2 hundred years of
brolien promises, democracy is hypocrisy, and intesration is
tokenisn. The Iederal govermment issues appeals for a
”caoliﬁg oIf period” or considers mass demonstrations ‘ill-
timed.’

Every institution in America -~ govermment, schools,
churchas, corporations, and even trade vnions -~ is imbued
with racisu.

The Freedom How mood indicates immatience with the slow
pace o0i desgerrenation, frvsitration over continued deprivation
and a ncaltny Jisdain for tokenism, Advances rewveal the
precise nature of the ruling class: naked and violent power
organized to maintain racial cuploitation and oppression.
Zuperience in the school of hard lmocls, in struggle, has
exposed the lies and myths about ‘'democratic capitalism.’

The Dlaclh: Devolt is a revolt against liberalism and the
‘middle clasg ethic.” There is a growing gap between the
middle~class liberals and the llegro middle-class on the one
hand and the liesvo masses on the otlhier, The liberals do not
encourage whites to hurry up and fuliill the promises of
enancinacion, Insvead they tell the Hegro to slow dowm, wait,
cet bacli, The all-or-nothing sentiment of the Birminghanm
struzale pinepointed the shift in attitude of the MNegroes;
“they ain't ponna wait no more,’’ vhiite is no longer right,
blacl: need not stay back,

The mass strupgles in Sirmingham, Albany and Jackson
have marked a new stage in the Southern struggle and in the
strugple nacionwzide. Thile the more sustained actions in
the South invelve a small cadre of militants, mainly around
SIICC, the increase in direct mass actions is noticable. Whaat
happens in .dssicsippi, Alabama and Geovgia has had immediate
repercussions vpon the moods of che movement in the MHorth.
This was (roatized by the struggle against the high un-
employmeni avong llegroes in the llorth which followed the
incidents in Dirmingnan.




There are distinct differences between the struggle for
civil rigits down South and “Up South,” While the struggle
in the South has been to gain the formal “equality'’ prevalent
in the llorth, the llorthemm movément has demanded the complete
and total elinination of all vestiges of racial discrimina-
tion, in housing political representation, employment, etc.

The nation-wide struggle is beginning to sense an
identity between colonial oppression abroad and racial
opression at home., Black pride and the world-wide ‘'revo~
lution of rising expectations’' have upped the ante in
Amreica. Hegro militants today are measuring their progress
not by the slavery of the past, nor by the 'progress of the
last 100 years," but by strides other non~white peoples are
maliing elsewhere now., The world revolutionary upsurge against
colonialism and capitalism is closely related to the
enancipation of the Afro-American.

For Blacl: Americans, the African revolution means a
rediscovered cultural heritage, a renewed pride in their
nistory and a new scnse of dignity as black men. Iany see
Africa's struggle for freedom as part of their own struggle
for equality. And now, in the Uestern hemisphere, Cuba has
taken the road of revolution against U.5. domination and
kindled nev hope and self-confidence among oppressed peoples
of the Americas, The failure of tokenism at home and the
success of the colonial revolution abroad has contributed to
the Negro's dissacisfaction in this country. The nationalism
of these revolutions has accelerated the growth of "black
nationalism' here.

Black lationalism

The mood of the Black Revolt, of militancy and boldness,
is being conditioned by a new sense of self~respect and self-
esteem, The lepro middle-class and some Negro leaders aspire
to be asgimilated into the society of whites. Among the Negro
nasses, hotvever, this is not so, particularly tﬂéﬂy* The
legro people are rejecting many of the white man s values,
codes of conduct, and forms of struggle.

There has not been a clearly defined territorial nor
lingual base for the creation of a homeland or national
economy for the Negro in the U.S. Hlevertheless, anti~
Hegro prejudice as a phenomenon of American capitalism has
fostered racial-national sentiments among American ke%xccs
for over 300 years. Segregation means that the Negro's
position in socliety is special as an oppressed national
minority. Jim Crow segregates tihe Negro into §ecsnd~rate “
neighborhoods, second-best schools, secondary jobs and secon
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class citizenship. Since there has been no social assimila~
tion of Hegroes in Jim Crow America the black ghetto has

banded together in a common resentment against racial injustice
hile confined to the ghetto the Negro is stripped of his
personal identity; he is denied his heritage and his rights --
he is simply available to be commercially exploited.

There is an unwillingness to accept the bankrupt values
of American class society and the dissolution of Negro .
heritage, character and culture into the 'broad" stream of
American life. This consciousness among Negroes to determine
their own destiny, to define it clearly, is commonly referred
to a "black nationalism, "

The growth of black nationalism is a reaction to racial
oppression, and its appearance on such a wide scale and to
such profound degree indicates a vote of “no confidence" in
gradualism. The wmilitants, suspicious of gradualist Negro
leaders influenced by white liberals, are now calling for
black leadership. They have asserted the independence of the
ghetto from white society and challenge the Negro middle class
seeking individual assimilation into Jim Crow America.
Nationalism expresses the feeling of Negroes that U,S.
capitalist society is degenerate and doomed by history.

Dlack nationalism has found expression in the Black Revolt
in different ways and in different degrees, In general, there
is racial pride in the Negro's resistance to centuries of
enslavement and in the vital, decisive role he has played in
his own emancipation., It is expressed in integrationist
as well as spepavratist tendencies within the civil rights move-~
ment.

The black nationalists want to build an independent move-
ment as a vehicle to realize their goal of human equality --
whether through integration or separation. Both integration-
ists and separatists wish to unite the Negro masses, both hope
to force the ruling class to concede to their demands,

Many cannot understand how integrationists can also be
black nationalists. The two are not necessarily contradictory.
Integration, when viewed as a social process consciously
directed, is a strategy toward achieving racial equality. If
integration were more than strategy, that is,a goal, tgenAwe
would have to say that "token integration' is progressive
-~but tokenism is an obstacle to real human progress. The
cbjective goal is not integration per se, but human freedom.



£

Rl ® o

All nationalists are not separatists. The separatists
advocate the creation of a separate nation and a complete
break with Amewican society. Black nationalism implies a
desire by llegroes to decide their own destiny, including
attitudes toward a separate nation, and an incisive rejection
of the existing society.

There is no major contradiction between the organization
of the black masses along independent lines and the necessity
of achieving alliances with other sections of the population,
namely the white working class. It is just as true that
vhite workers cannot win their rights vwhile Megroes are
oppressed. Negroes are doubly exploited, as blacks, and
as workers. Their struggle for equality has an impact upon
the social and political life of Jim Crow America out of pro-
portion to their numbers; their special demands inject
progressive class elements into the consciousness of the
general working class, and their independent action incites
other, even larger forces into motion.

Yhile the labor movement and the Megro movement are
traveling along different roads of struggle and at a different
pace, they nevertheless move toward a common objective. Both
can achieve their viciory against a common foe through a
concerted struggle against capitalism., This does not mean
that the Hegro movemsnt must wait for labor. WNo! The Negro,
movement should and will push ahead, initiate a new course,
and spur other sections into action, This is essential today
vhere Hegroes are gaining momentum and becoming radicalized
while Labor remaine relatively inactive and conservative.

Uhite liberals, labor bureaucrats, and Hegro gradualists
are insisting that the Negroes must slow down, wait for whites
toc "have a change of heart.” Some radicals do the same when
they exaggerate the dangers of Negroes ‘going it alone' and
polemicize against the growing sentiment of black nationalism.
The Y54, on the other hand, supports all movements expressing
the desire of Hegroes to lead their own struggles and assert
their right to independent organization. Ve do this becauwse
we recognize the Hegro struggle as separate from, though
connected to the class strugple. This movement must therefore
have independent organization. Black nationalism is pro-
gressive since it contributes to the creation of such an
independent movement for the unification and mobilization
of the black masses. We welcome the growth of black natiom~
alism as a vehicle of struggle against racial oppression. Ve
assert that revolutionary socidists and black nationalists
are complementary forces which should seek to unite in action
and to collaborate in thought.
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The Hation of Islam, popularly knowm as the Black Huslims,
has become a significant sector of the Dlack Revolt. The Mus-
lim movement has gained in prominence due to the growing
impatience of American Negroes who adwire the aggressiveness
and boldness of iluslims in telling off whites and “putting
down white America.” The Muslims articulate the feelings and
aspirations of legroes in the Worthern ghettoes more incisivel
than any other tendency. According to a hostile NEWSWEER
opinion poll (July 29, 1963), one out of eight Negroes in the
U.S5. (i.e. over two million) are overtly sympathetic to the
luslims. '

The uslims are a well disciplined cadre organization
deeply rooted in the slums of the Horthern cities, potentialZ,
revolutionary in both leadership and rank-and~file. Their
religion is more political and blacli nationalist than obscuran-
tist. They are not primarily oriented towards nor rooted in
the Southern lepro struggle,

The fierce and intransigent rejection of American society
and values, the urpe to separate, geographically or otherwise,
from that society, and the orientation toward building a
black power base independent of white (capitalist) society
spell serious trouble ahead for the status quo in America,
and cast a revolutionary shadow on Iuture events,

The Muslims have been instrumental in forcing other
organizations to take & more determined stand against tokenism
and gradualism and are forcing the entire Wegro struggle in
the direction of greater militancy at this stage. The iuslims
themselves are grappling with, and have not yet solved, the
problem of combining their long-range view of breaking free
from U.3. domination and contributing to the downfall of
U.S$. power with the immediate struggles which more closely
occupy the attention of the black masses.

In the coming pericd, we are likely to confront any :
number of young militants who are 'iuslims minus the religion.
e must learn how to work with these individuals or small
groups, and learn from them. The kuslims must be de?ended
against repressive attacks by the govermment and police.

The Labor Uovenent

Today the gap between organized labor and the Negro
movement is overvhelmingly apparent. The tie between th?
labor bureaucracy and Jim Crow society and the blafant dlst
criminatory policies of many unions has made kabor‘g ?elatlon
with the black masses strained. These Jim Crow,gnlmcxes
adopted by the labor leadership indicate that this taop
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bureaucracy is not merely a drag on the struggle for equality
in the labor movement -~ it is a bitter opponent of the
struggle., 1L this vere not the case then there would be Bo
need to Jorm separate Hegro caucuses dedicated to the fight
for equal rights for all union members. It is obvious that
this bureaucracy must be replaced if vorkers are to gain
real cconomic security. Such a change is necessary if Negroes
are to change their attitudes toward labor.

The Hegro movement has preceeded and outpaced labor in
its stiugple against capitalist domination and oppression.
The fact that the tempos of development of these two movementr
are uncven is understandable since their origins and history
are different. ‘lhile the legro ghetto is predominately
working class, its consciousness is influenced by racial as
well as class factors. Though the majority of the black pop-
ulation is a part of the general working class, its position
in society is special. The legro movement is a distinct and
independent movement having particular origins and special
characteristics, including special methods of action. These
independent tralts also determine the independent nature of the
legro struggle. Though independent, the ilegro movement remains
related to the labor movement due to its class content and
interests,

Unlile labor, the legro movement is becoming radicalized,
Negroes are beginning to realize that the “democratic process’
ignore his right to equal opportunity, especially the right to
cconomic security. Since the ruling class is unwilling to
grant the demand for simple democratic rights, the struggle
tends to merge with the broader struggle to abolish Jim Crow
capitalism. Through their oun experience in fighting for
democvacy, llegroes learn to reject myths about ‘'share the
wealth”, “free world” imerican society. In the Black Revolt
the blacl: masses reach deeply radical conclusions, ahead of the
gencral labor force. As the othexr sectors merely drag their
heels in the civil rights issue the llegrc movement declares
its independence and attempts to go it alone.

This process of independence and radicalization will
bring about common action with organized labor eventually but
on a new basis. The independent organization of the Negro
people is a step toward a future alliance with labor as an
equal partner in the fight against working class oppression.
Such independence sets the working class into motion -~ the
more the llegroes move and the more independently they move,
the more they shake up the status quo, and the faster will whit
vhite workers be forced to move.
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The Negro movement must ally itself with the labor move-
ment to compensate for it being a numerical minority and to
insure the most elfective strugpgle against the ruling class.
This aliiance must be achieved as a partnership of equals so
that the demands and needs of the Hegro movement are not
neglected ox betrayed by their allies., HNegroes must insist
that priority be given to supporting the Black Revolt, and
that the alliance cannot be based on subordination or
gradualism. The independence of the llegro movement is primar-
and if a choice must be made betwveen an immediate alliance
at the cost of independence, or a postponement until conditio:
permit better terms, the alliance must be postponed.

Our propaganda tasks are seriously affected by the gap
between the labor movement and the legro movement.

Impact of Cuba

The Cuban Revolution successfully eliminated racial
discrimination and has accomplished more in several years
through revolutionary action than has been achieved by 100
yvears of graduvalism in the U,S5. The main feature of the
revolution iw the area of race relations is that it confrontedl
economic discrimination, the basic source of racism in the
Americas. In tachling problems of poverty, slums and
unemployment as well as illiteracy and social discrimination
the revolution changed the attitudes ol whites and Negroes
alike., Cuba's victory demonstrates that a minority -- a racial
minority such as the Afro-Cuban ~-- can win freedom through
a victorious socialist revolution made in unison with the vast
majority of the Cuban people.

Cuba's method of abolishing Jim Crow was by striking
directly at the economic and social roots of Jim Crow, not by
futile appeals to the hearts and good will of those who
profit from racism, The pacifist-minded youth who insist
Hegroes fight their struggle with hearts, bellies and by
turning the ocher cheek should be reminded that Cuba was able
to accomplish the destruction of discrimination much faster,
much surer, and with far less bloodshed through direct
strugple. Revolutionary Cuba destroys the concept that Negroes
can never win freedom vhere they are a minority of the popula-~
tion. The Afro-Cubans fought as part of their class, as
black peasants or black workers, united with the whole of
the Cuban workers and peasants, Through class struggle they
achieved race [reedon.
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With the victory of the proletarian revolution, Cuban
liegroes simultaneously with the white people of Cuba won
their economic, social and political freedom. Without one,
there never would have been the other. Revolutionary methods
of example, re-education and strict law enforcement demonstrafe
how socialism can do away with racism., It did not take
"another 100 years” nor ‘“another generation of progress' to
get human freedom. It took a socialist revolution, To those
who maintain the Negro is going too fast in his demands for
equality, we can point to Cuba -- the Cubans didn't wait., The.
fought a revolution and by doing so won respect and an end to
racial oppression,

Independent Political Action

The Dlack Revolt is characterized by increasing self-
reliance of the Negro people on their own ability to destroy
the power of the white supremacists. ilany militants are
confronting the issue of whether political power is to remain
in the hands of the racists and gradualists who have demon-
strated time and time again their unwillingness to alleviate
the humiliating and oppressive conditions of the black masses.
Dlack Freedom Fighters have seen the consistent hypocrisy,
filibustering and lip service by both Republicans and
Democrats and are beginning to expose the vise~like grip of
the Dixicrats in Céngress. UWith the Black Revolt upsetting
the national political equilibrium and advancing the political
education of the worlking class, now is the time for the mili-
tants to develop independent political organization and action.

Under the banner of Freedom Now the present is the time
to break the political power of the racists by entering the
political arena as an independent force. Yet, it is precisely
in this area of struggle that the developing independent
Megro movement is still tied to the status quo. Some
militants favor the ASTOOT policy of “All Sitting This One
Out Together' which amounts to little more than maintaining
the present political power structure., Others support a
policy which usually means vote for an Uncle Tom Democrat
or Republican. There is no effective alternative offered by
the two major parties who either expound racism or give support
to the racists by their political abstention.

There is no adequate llegro representation in Congress.

The few Negroes there represent their own self-interest

and/or bourgeois party interest. HNegroes want representatives
who represent the masses, who are imbued with the impatience
of the Negro of ‘waiting for more progress' and who will mnot
accept tokenism., They are out for power, The achievements of
blaclk Americans should be acknowledged NOU, They are fed up
with promises of legislation, they have lost faith in the abil-
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ity of courts to enforce legislation on the books, and they
are tired of waiting.

The racists have been able to force an actual decline
in llegro voting registration in the South in spite of the
voter registration drives, They use intimidation, economic
reprisals, illegal purpges from the registration rolls and out-
rigat violence to keep MNegroes from the polls, The federal
government has proved it is unwilling to make good the
guarancees of the Constitution. Voting lawva are obviously
useless to Southern Hegroes who fear for their lives and fox
the safety of their families if they register to vote.

The voter registration drive in the South represents an
initial thrust by the independent Hegro movement pitted againci
the Southern regime, Though they have no hope of getting
immediate benefits from voting, the Southern movement is
conscious that it must strive for political power. It is not
surprising that many are willing to face threats to their jobs
and credit, their homes and even their lives in an attempt
to get the vote. This was evident too at a.recent SNCC
conference wvhere the youth leadership called for the formation
of a “second partw’' For the present however, election pros-
pects for Southern legroes are : "It isn't whom you vote for;
its vhether you vote at all.” MHorthern llegro leaders are
constantly criticizing the ghetto for not exercising its
voting rights, Yet, these same leaders do not think in
terms of providing lNegroes with & meaningful choice at the
polling booth, !ith independent candidates of their own
choice instead of major party ''lesser evils™ there would be
no problem of turning out the Negro vote. Today individuals
around the country are probing the possibilities of develoning
a Freedom Now Party. The sentiment for such a party has a
base in the ghetto. The concentration of Negroes in
segregated neighborhoods provides a base for initiating an
independent party to act as political spokesman of the
Black Revolt.

The implication of forming an independent Negro party
should not be underestimated, It is obvious that in a number
of big cities the Negro vote is decisive.

he first steps in this direction are now being ﬁake? in
local campaigns in llew liaven, Wewark, on the test Coast, in
Drooklyn, and elsevhere. The appearance of such a party on a
national scale will shake up the political scene and deal a
mortal blow to the two-party shell game., It will open up many
new opportunities for youth, black and white, both 1n*polxt1ca1
activity as such and in year-round neighborhood activities.
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