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THE NEGRO STRUGGLE AND THE CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP

Draft Resolution on Civil Rights

submitted by D. Konstan, A, Nelson and S. Stoute

tIn the politics of Marxlsm the tactics of the

day, as well as the strategy for the long run,

flow from a theory which, in turn, is a generaliza-
tion of previous experience in the evolution

of class soclety in general and of capitalism in
particular! --James P, Cannon, The Road to Peace,
p.15 (emphasis added),

'For the proletariat, however, (national) demands
are subordinate to the interests of the class
struggle,!'--V.I,Lenin, The Right of Nations to
Self Determination, p.23.

(1) The new level of militancy reached by the Negro people
in their struggle for equality sharpens the contradictions of
capitalist society, highlights the problem of the c¢crisis of lead-
ership, and furnishes the first significant breakthrough for the
participation of revolutionary socialists, especially youth, in
struggle since the post-war reaction. However, the peculiar
racilal distortions of American proletarian consciousness, in
addition to the oppressive lag of organized labor in the struggle,
pose the special problem of tactles and organizational forms which
can serve to unite the American working class to overthrow
capitalism,

(2) This difficulty is further compounded by the fact that
the NEC Majority has a baslcally false and disorienting theory on
the Negro movement, which essentially holds that integration is
a 'merely'! bourgeois demand, far suvrpassed by black nationalism
which is profoundly revoliutionary and inevitably drives, under its
own steam and without Marxist leadership, toward socialism;
we thus have a reliable, though non-Marxist, ally. A further
consequence of this !'theory' is that the struggle in the south
is of secondary importance; here again, moreover, objective
conditions are supposed to give birth to a revolutionary leader-
ship, and thus our presence in the south is entirely unnecessary.
It is 'sufficient!, we are told, for the ¥SA to endorse SNCC
without reserve, and with the assistance of the federal government
and a thoroughly confused misrepresentation of the permanent re-
volution, Troutskyist leadershlp becomes utterly dispensable,

(3) The labor bureaucrats well served their masters--the
American cepitelist class--when they failed to extend the organi-
zatlional drive of the CIO into the south, and when they divided
labor in organized areas by permitting and encouraging discrim-
inatory practices in the unions., The pattern of struggle for
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the American working class was in large measure determined by
these defeats, While the labor bureaucracy conservatively main-
tained its privileges by ignoring the needs of the most oppressed
layer or caste of the working class, the Negro people lost con-
fidence in their white allles and grew prepared to take independent
actlion to secure equality.

(4) The Korean War, like all wars, speeded up soclal pro-
cesses, lncreasing the mllltancy and consciousness of the Negroes
and leaving in its wake the palliative Supreme Court decision on
segregation in 1954, Legalistic tactlics were surpassed when the
Negro people in Montgomery discovered the weapon of the economic
boycott; 'they pushed the whole movement towards a higher stage
of development.! (The Class Struggle Road to Negro Egualitz, p.10)
Furthermore, the growing independence movemen n rilca lncreased
the confidence and consciousness of the Negro masses in America.

The next major tactical development In the Negro struggle was
the sit-ins, which spread throughout the country.

(5) However, in the bosom of this new militant movement
there erupted the same infection which had corrupted labor!'s
drive toward integration: a conservative bureaucracy which took
root in the absence of revolutionary leadership. Thus the
tactics of self-defenseagrst violent racist attack,of Robert F,
Williams, which are vitally necessary to furthering the struggle
in the south, and which have been dellberately hushed up by the
bourgeois press, were opposed and condemned by the conservative
leaders of the Negro movement.

(6) Mass pressures have resulted in the limited radicali-
zation of the older civil rights organizations, such as the
NAACP and CORE, despite the repressive efforts of the bureau-
cratic leaderships, while new militant organizations have been
formed in response to the needs and aspirations of sections of
the Negro people (SNCC, SCLC, RAM in Philadelphia, etc.).

Moreover, the recent period has seen the rapid growth
of the nationalist (separatist) movement., However, nationalism
must be seen as a product of the crisis of leadership in the
northern movement, (Note: nationalism is a popular term which
does not lend itself to sclentific or concrete definition. It
may refer generally to antli-white feelings or to strong sympathies
with the African independence movement (LCA)., In some circles
it has been generalized to mean simply militancy. Mos# specifl-
cally it refers to separatlist movements organized along racial
lines., Thls sense 1s the only one which has any meaning for
Marxists, The movement best representing nationalism today is
the Muslims.)

(8) Nationalism is a bourgeois demand. Its economic base
lies in the need for subject nationalities to liberate and
organize themselves in order that commodity exchange (capitalism)
may develop more freely and rapidly, It can be supported, from
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an independent proletarian point of view which fosters no.illus-
ions of patriotism or national superiority, only when tlie oppress-
ed nation has a nascent economy which is kept from development

by oppression. In the oppressor nation, the right to self-deter-
mination may be advocated as a counter-measure to chauvinism.

. When the problem of nationalism is posed in its classical
Leninist form, 1t becomes apparent that separatism is not in
itself a revolutionary demand, requiring the unconditional support
of Marxists,

(9) The separatist demand of the Muslims, their advocacy
of the building of a separate black economy, and their dangerous
abstentionism with respect to the mass integration struggle are
utopian and petty-bourgeois, The class base of thelr ideology
is the petiy-bourgeoisie of the northern big-city ghettos
(especially New York and Chicago).

(10) The Muslim movement is fundamentally a religious or-
ganization. It is dominated by a tight bureaucratic structure,
This makes it virtually impossible to work within the movement.,
Nevertheless, the Muslims have a broad appeal to the black work-
ing class, which is perhaps the dominant element in their com-
position. This is due ultimately to the lag in consciousness
and lack of revolutionary leadership in the labor movement; to
the absence of an alternative Negro revolutionary leadership and
organization; and to the Muslims! vitriolic denuncilation of
'white society' plus thelr assertive self-confidence, which corres-
pond to the new mood of the Negro people, We can best reach the
workling class elements in the Muslims by working with them when
possible, defending them against the attacks of the capitalist
government; at the same time we must publish critical appraisals
of their ideology in our press, exposing its petty-bourgeols
content.

(11) Existing civil rights organizations are naturally
responding to the heightened consciousness of the Negro masses,
The NAACP, for example, has experienced a 'revolt of the youth!
at its last convention in Chicago, July 1-6. A new turn in the
northern movement has been marked by the fight against racism in
the unions and the mass plcketing of construction sites., Another
example of the turn to mass action is Philiadelphia CORE's current
fight against the slum-lords. CORE has also made efforts to
support SNCC's work in the south, and 1s the primary vehicle of
militancy in the 'united front! organization which has continued
to picket the Downstate Medical Center construction site in New
York City despite the withdrawal of support by the ministers
after Rockefeller!s token proposals.

(12) The rise in militancy of the masses and the changes
reflected in the leadership show many contradictions; thus while
a sectlion of the leadership of Philadelphia CORE still firmly
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upholds the doctrine of non-violence, and tends to eschew. mass
demonstrations, the leadership as a whole nevertheless busily
mobilizes an angry mass and leads it in militant actions. These
contradictions afford an incomparable opportunity for revolu-
tionary socialists.

(13) Our general task 1n the coming period must be to
recrult a black Trotskylst youth cadre to the ¥YSA. We do this
by participating in the civil rights organizations openly as
revolutionists fighting for militant mass actions., The basic
method of Trotskyists working within these organizations 1is clear-
ly to establish left-wing revolutionary caucuses by means of a
transitional approach embodying a successlon of concrete program-
matic slogans. The long-range perspective is of course to develop
an alternative leadershlp based on class struggle solutions in
these groups; this 1nevitably involves a polarization and con-
frontation of political tendencies, which 1is preparatory to a
split of revolutionary from conservative petty-bourgeois forces
in the organization,

(14) The specific programmatic slogans must be geared to
the particular cilrcumstarnces and organization. In the north,
general slogans may bpe:

A) A pre-arranged percentage of all newly hired appren-
tices or laborers rmust belong to minorities (Negroes and Puerto
Ricans or Mexicans)--cut the hours of work sufficiently to
provide Jjobs for all, with no cut in pay.

B) Workers themselves, ﬁhrough their weapons of mass action
(picketing, sit-downs, demonstrations) must reform their class
organizations; against decertification suits.

C) Demonstrations must continue despite promises by
government officials until the specific terms agreed upon by the
membership have been met; against Cecil B. Moore-New York minis-
ters type of sell-out.

D) End all restrictions employed to soften demonstrations--
against strait-jacket approach of the bureaucrats (the March
on Washington).

E) End support to traditional capitalist parties.

F) Support independent Negro candidates and socialist
candidates who run on principled programs of civil rights.

G) For independent political action by minority peoples for
civil rights.
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(15) The southern region of the United States is a doubly
exploited area: the average wage is approximately half that of
the northern region, This 1s made possible by the absence or
weakness of unions, and by wldespread racial antagonisms, It is
only the super-exploitation of the Negroes which, in the era of
lmperialist decline, maintains a tense stabllity in the south,

(16) The contraction of the world market, and increasing
foreign competition are responsible for the drastic cuts in
American steel production: steel factories are currently operating,
it is well known, at less than 50 /o capacity. In Birmingham,
primarily a steel town with the highest concentration of proletar-
ians in the United States, the contractlon of steel output and
automation have resulted in a major unemployment crisis. Negroes
are the first to be laid off industrial jobs, when they have them
(atout half the union locals in Birmingham have no Negro members
at all--a fact which is not true of industrial unions in the
north). Worse than this, Negroes now face unfair competition in
local menial Jobs from unemployed whites--whites invariably get
preference, There is thus an army of frustrated and angry un-
employed Negroes in Birmingham.

(17) Against this background enter the petty-bourgeols
ministers, raising their petty-bourgeois demands (one sales clerk
position, etc.)., Committed to non-violence and fearful of pro-
letarian militancy, the King-Shuttleworth-Abernathy leadership
have only one weapon: to put pressure on the big bourgeoisie--
represented by the federal government--to intervene on theilr
behalf, The federal government (i,ea, Robert Kennedy and Roger
Blough) can act at the expense of the local bourgeoisie to head
off future demonstrations by granting the mildest, most meaning-
less concessions, Nevertheless, because racism is an essential
divisive factor in the working class which is propping up Ameri-
can capitalism in the epoch of its decay, it is impossible for the
big bourgeoisie to grant any significant demands. The only action
by the Kennedys in the Birmingham crisis was sending troops--
directed against the Negro community rather than to protect them,
The latest civil rights bill is such a farce as to have received
vehement criticism from the NAACP and the Urban lLeague,

(18) Utterly frustrated by the suffering endured for the
sake of King's utterly insignificant demands, and enraged to see
even these bargained away without a struggle, the unemployed
workers, who previously had stood on the sidelines, tcok the
incident of a bombed motel to vent their anger in violent resis-
tance, The responsibility for this undirected violence, and
for the subsequent campaign of terror against the Negroes which
has been waged and is being waged in Birmingham, must be laid to
King, While it is true that King's leadership has been largely
discredited, the price was very high--possibly widespread demoral-
ization. (See statement by James Forman, executive secretary of
SNCC, concerning Birmingham in National Guardian, May 30, 1963:
'The usual effect of long waiting periods after a few concessions
is to kill the Movement.!)
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(19) Even though SNCC, which is not homogeneous, has
maintained its mlilitancy and its attachment to the aspirations
of the masses, events like the Birmingham crisis are entirely
beyond the scope of the organization because of its formal
commitment to non-violence and 1ts self-imposed limltations on
1ts perspectives,

(20) SNCC is the most viable part of the southern civil
rights movement., Its cadre contlnually come into conflict with
NAACP, CORE and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(Kings. Its statement of purpose is a credo of non-violence,
but people of different ideologies are not excluded., SNCC does
not have a worked out program but their workers condemn the
'black bourgeoisie! and orient towards the poor masses. They
have very close ties with SDS, which is practically dominated by
YPSL,and with SCEF. SNCC is the left wing of the southern civil
rights movement, and it is a movement which we should be a part
of.

(21) The SNCC leadership is every day formulating concepts
of struggle for the movement. The empirical changes in orienta-
tion stem from thelr experience in the day to day struggle alone,
While this cadre is militant and is tied to the aspirations of
the black masses, 1t harbors many illusions as to the nature of
the oppressor, the nature of capitalist soclety, and therefore
the nature of the struggle itself, From this flows an incorrect
conception of the methods necessary to effectively combat racism,

(22) The masses of black workers and the SNCC leadership
and ranks will not pragmatically come to understand and adopt
the science of Marxism simply by virtue of their militancy and
readiness to grasp any methods within their reach that they find
may be necessary to the forward surge of the fight., They are
groping for arswers, and some of the more conscious of them have
picked up pieces of phraseology without fully comprehending
their signifinance which seem on the surface to indicate the
necessity to change the system; but this must not be mistaken
for a true revolutionary class consclousness,

(23) The rising upsurge and militancy of the black revolt
and the contradictory and confused, groping nature of what is
now the left wing in the movemant provide the revoluilonary
vanguard with Jertile soil ard many opportunities to plant the
seeds of revoiutioraey sccialism. Our task is to create a
Trotskyist tendency in tne broad left wing of the movement,
while bviiding cthe®% left wing, Our ldess will help the
movement, no. buarc 1t. We must consldex non-intervention in the
crisis cT lesisrsrip a crime of the worst sort.

(2%) Ti is our duty to send 2 smelil fraction of YSAers to
work cornsistzriiy in the south in &NCC, The “ask of this
fraction snou'’d be to establish itcelf as a part of the movement
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by proving its dedicatlon and devotion through hard work. - We
should seek to recruit individuals through extensive discussion
with militants while projecting to the movement as a whole certain
immediate programmatic demands, as well as transitional demands,
to be adopted. Ve work in these movements because we want to
fight racism in practice as well as in theory, because we know
that it is only through the socialist revolution that racism
can be wiped out., To build the revolutionary vanguard is to
participate in and build a revolutionary leadership of the
current struggles of the working class--of the fight for Negro
Tiveration. In the course of these struggles the cadres of the
world revolution will be buillt.

(25) General demands in the south must be:

A) For organi7ed self-defense movements in southern cities--
for the tactics of Robert F, Williams; against federal military
intervention, which always supports the status quo.

B) Against discrimination in unions and industries--especially
companies with government contracts or subsidies.

C) PFor drives for union organization.

D) For independent political organization-~-make voter
registration meaningful.

(26) The most oppressed stratum of the working class is in
motion. It struggles bravely but blindly to remove the unbearable
burden of capitalist exploitation from its shoulders. There is
only one program which can point the way to the Negro masses
north and south: Trotskyism, the vanguard consciousness of the
proletarians of all the world. The American working class still
idles in a false and quickly dissipating security; the doubly
exploited Negro caste has special demands corresponding to its
peculiar needs and the pervading crisis of leadership. These
circumstances dictate speclal organizational forms which reflect
the independent activity of the Negroes, It 1s essential that
Trotskyists help crystallize and gulde these transitional forms,
preserving the independence of the black proletariat from bourgeois
influences, and preparing the Negro people for the task which they
will share with the white sector of the working class--the
revolutionary transformation of society.

New York
August 18, 1963

WK% X%
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STATEMENT ON THE CUBAN QUESTION

by Shirley Stoute and Lynne Harper

The attached minority document 'Draft Resolution on the
Cuban Revolution,! dated December 21 1061, was presented for
vote at the last YSA Conference in December, 1961. This final
draft is hardly known in the YSA even though it was the document
which then defined the minority tendency in the organization.
The reason for this lapse 1s that an earlier, preliminary version,
dated November 20, 1961, was the one printed in the Young Socialist
Forum (Vol. V, No., 2) and given general circulation.

Although other questions, especlally the Negro struggle, are
in the forefront before the YSA today, there are two substantial
reasons to submlt this document to the YSA Disgcussion Bulletin
for the information of the YSA membership generaliy and for the
delegates to the coming National Conference The first of these
reasons is that very clearly, in our opinion, the prognoses set
forth in our Cuban resolution--e.g., on the counter-revolutlonary
aims in Cuba of the Russian Stalinist bureaucracy--have met the
test of later events such as the missile crisis; the viewpoint
adopted by the majority has not stood up.

Secondly, we stated then that !'Taken as a whole, the process
going on today in Cuba is that of the formation of a deformed
workers state--that is, the creation of a society like that which
exists in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and China.'! In the
opinion today of the overwhelming bulk of the minority comrades
in the YSA, this process has reached a point of consolidation
such that Cuba has become a deformed workers state,

August 18, 1963

KXXX¥

DRAFT RESCLUTION ON THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

1) The Cuban revolution constitutes the highest point of
revolutionary development hitherto attained in the Western Hemis-
phere; it 1s potentially the commencement of the American socialist
revolution, Realization of this potential is possible only if
the Cuban revolution once more surges forward, internally and
externally, to the establishment ¢f workers! democracy in Cuba
and the spread c¢f the revolution to at least the decisive countries
of Latin America,.

2) Despite enormous accomplishments, Cuba remains economi-
cally backward and isolated in a Western Hemisphere under the
domination of U.S. imperialism., This situation is the direct
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cause not only of the obstacles to the further progress of the
Cuban revolution but also of powerful tendencies toward. degenera-
tion,

3) For the masses of Cuba the most significant economic
achlevement of the revolution has been a substantial increase in
living standards, This has been accomplished through a radically
egalitarian redistribution of income and wealth, and a reorien-
tation of the pattern of investment to give priority to the
construction of schools, homes, and cultural and recreational
facilities. At the same time, a start has been made toward diver-
sification of Cuban agriculture, The direct action of the work-
ing class in seizing industry and, in many cases, in exerting
democratic control over this industry; the organization of the
peasantry into democratically run cooperatives; the arming of
the masses with the formation of the militias--all this, while
1t was not consumated in the actual control over the state by
the working class, did give the masses a very real welght in
the political life of the country. This was an important ac-
quisition of the Cuban masses and marked the Revolution as a
profound social upheaval yhich brought the Cuban masses for the
first time in history into partial control of their own destiny.

4) The revolution has basically overturned the previous
Cuban property forms., The U,S, and Cuban owned latifundia have
become the property either of the working peasantry or of the
state. All U.S, owned industry has been confiscated and the
properties of a considerable portion of the Cuban bourgeoisle
have likewise been expropriated. Since Cuba remains free from
the burden of meaningful compensation and indemnification pay-
ments, these measures can provide the structural basis for a non-
capitallist type of planned economy. :

5) The speed and depth of the property overturn has been
essentially a response to the actions of U,S., imperialism, Al-
though the Cuban revolution began with purely bourgeois-democratic
aims (agrarian reform, overthrow of the Batista dictatorship,
national independence5 these could not be achieved without a
fierce struggle against U.S., imperialism and its Cuban bourgeols
retainers. The refusal of the Castro regime to back down before
U.S. blackmail and economic aggression led it to mobilize the
Cuban masses and strike against the economic bases of imperlalist
and bourgeois rule, Its very survival compelled 1t to destroy
the old army and police which had been the bulwark of the
tdemocracy! of CGrau and Prio as well as of the dictatorships of
Batista, and replace them with a new revolutionary army and a
vast popular militia,

6) The main concern of U,S. imperialism in its vicious
hostility to the Cuban revolution has been to safeguard U.S,
economlc positions throughout Latin America. The U,S. has been
held back from a military invasion of Cuba only by the probability
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that such actlion would spread the revolution instead of suppress-
ing it, and the certainty that a U,S. attempt to occupy Cuba
would be met by the Cuban people with resistance of the utmost
ferocity. U.S. policy toward Cuba therefore has attempted to
strangle and distort the Cuban economy through a combination of
military and diplomatic pressure with naked economic aggression,

7) The Cuban economy has been able to continue functioning
under these blows only because the Soviet Union came to 1ts aid
by taking Cuban sugar in return for oil, munitions, and essential
industrial products, Far from being altruistlic, this action is
entirely to the economic and political advantage of the counter-
revolutlonary Stalinist bureaucracy which rules in the Soviet
Union and the other countries of the 'Socialist Camp.' It is
aimed at bringing the Cuban revolution under control and using it
to put pressure on the U.S. in order to gain more concessions in
an eventual !'peaceful co-existence' deal.,

8) The political development of the Culan revolution has
throughout been marked by the absence of a sizeable revolutionary-
Marxist political party and the total lack of democratic struc-
tures whereby the government would be responsible to and controlled
by the workers and peasants. For a considerable period these
factors were overshadowed by the revolutionary actions of the
Castro regime and its responsiveness to mass pressure. Never-
theless, the fact remained that the Cuban state and economy were
in the hands of a separate administrative apparatus independent
of the workers and peasants because not subject to election and
recall by them. Even that most democratic of institutions, the
popular militia, was deprived of the essential democratic right
to elect its own officers,

9) Even in the period of revolutionary upsurge there were
strong tendencies towards the imposition of bureaucratic structures
upon the revolution, This was most clearly evident in the case
of the Cuban Trade Unions whose democratically elected leadership,
whatever its vices, was composed of Fildelistas who had ousted
the o0ld pro-Batista bureaucrats in 1959, During 1960 this leader-
shlp was arbitrarily and undemocratically removed and replaced
by a new leadershlp, largely Stalinlst in origin, subservient to
the government, Subsaguently the structure of the union movement
was revised to eliminate the autonomy of individual unions,
placing centralized control in the hands of a small bureaucratic
group,

10) Since the April 17 invasion there has been a real
intensification and acceleration of the trend toward bureaucrati-
zation and authoritarianism. Most agrarian co-operatives, theore-
tically controlled by their peasant members, have been trans-
formed into 'Peoplets Farms! under centralized state adminls-
tration. Tentatlve forms of workers control in industry, the
'Technical Advisory Councils', have been allowed to lapse 1nto
inactivity. Government pollcy-as represented by Che Guevara, 1is
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specifically opposed to workers! control and assigns to Cuban
Trade Unions the exclusive role of increasing production, not
defending the specific class interests of the workers,

11) As the Cuban regime develops political structures
these likewise tend to be bureaucratic and authoritarian. After
April 17, under cover of phrases about the !'socialist revolution,' .
a single-party system has been developed through the amalgamation
of all remaining political groups into the !'Integrated Revolution-
ary Organization.' The Stalinist{ apparatus of the former !'Peoples
Socialist Party'! plays a major role in the ORI which was represent-
ed at the recent 'National Production Congress! by the veteran
Stalinist leader Carlos Rafael Rodriguez.

12) Far from guaranteeing freedom of speech to all tendencies
supporting the revolution, the Cuban government since April 17 has
begun major repressions, Most important has been the suppression
of the Trotskyist paper !'Voz Proletaria'! and the book !Permanent
Revolution' by Leon Trotsky., Politlical censorship has been im-
posed on films, and the independent cultural publication !'Lunes!
forced out of existence. The arbitrary arrests and long deten-
tions without charges of North American revolutionary soclalists
strikingly indicate the existence of a well developed secret
police apparatus free from legal or democratic restraints,

13) Taken as a whole, the process going on today in Cuba
is that of the formation of a deformed workers state--that is,
the creation of a society like that which exists in the Soviet
Union, Egstern Europe and China., By minimizing the influence of
the working class in the revolution, by limiting the appeal of
the revolution to workers in other lands, by tending to give
power to an uncontrolled bureaucracy, and by subjecting the
future of Cuba to the counter-revolutionary diplomacy of the Krem-
lin, this process raises the danger of capitalist restoration
in Cuba, However, this does not signify that in Cuba today
the bureaucratic apparatus is as consolidated or dominant as in
the countries of the Soviet Bloc, The democratic mass mobilization
and participation in the revolution of the workers and peasants
has been so powerful and far-reaching that at all levels signifi-
cant resistance to the process of bureaucratization occurs,

14) The Cuban workers and peasants are today confronted with
a twofold task: to defend their revolution from the attacks of
the U.S., and native counter-revolutionaries, and to defeat and
reverse the tendencies toward bureaucratic degeneration of the
revolution, To confront thls task they cruclally need the estab-
ment of workers deriocracy.

15) Workers democracy, for us, signifies that all state and
administrative officials are elected by and responsible to the
working people of c¢ity and country through representative institu-
tions of democratic rule., The best hlstorical models for such



12

institutions were the Soviets of the Russian Revolution of 1917

and the Worke rs Councils of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956,

The Cuban workers and peasant can, no doubt, develop their own
original variants of these forms, There is only one essential
attribute without which any democratic form ls but pretense and
mockery: there must be full freedom of organization and expression
for all political groups and tendencies that support the revolu-
tion, without any concesslon to the Stalinist monolithism of the
one-party system,

16) The full victory of every modern revolution, the Cuban
revolution included, requires the emergence in a leading role of
a mass revolutionary-Marxist party. The small Trotskylst groups,
in Cuba and elsewhere, have a vital role as the nucleus of such
parties, They can fi1ll this role only if they continually pre-
serve their political Independence and abllity to act, and if they
avoid the peril of yielding to non-Marxist and non—proletarian
leaderships their own ildeologlcal responsibilities and the his-
toric mission of the working class,

17) In its relation to the Cuban revolution the YSA, like
every revolutionary group, has two principal tasks:

a) To exert the utmost effort to defend the Cuban Revolution
not only against the military and other attacks of U.,S, imperialism,
but also against the political attacks of the social-democratic
agents of imperiglism,

b) To struggle for the development and extensien of the
Cuban revolution and agalinst the attempts of counter-revolutionary
Stalinism to corrupt the revolution from within. We seek to further
this development and extension both by supporting revolutionary
actions of the existing leadership and by constructively criticiz-
ing, openly and frankly, the mistakes and inadequacies of that
leadership. Both to develop the Cuban revolution and to extend
it throughout the Hemisphere, we base ourselves on the imperative
necessity for the establishment of workers democracy and the
formation of the mass party of revolutionary lMarxism,

--submitted by Shane Mage
to the YSA Convention
December 21, 1961,
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A REPLY TO COMRADE SHEPPARD

by Roger Abrams

Comrade Barry Sheppard's latest llterary production, Our
Sectarian Minority, throws little light on the political
character of the m minority—-but quite an abundance of illumination
on the character of our National Chairman, Faced with a criticism
of one point in his Draft revision of the Where We Stand declara-
tion, he comes out shooting--and not only at his critic, Comrade
Peter Friedlander, but at the 'Marxist-Leninist-Robertsonite!
minority for which Comrade Friedlander allegedly speaks!

According to Comrade Sheppard, !The favorite method of these
sectarians is to quote.! Comrade Sheppard's own article serves
to confirm that the favorite method of Vulgar Marxists is to dis-
tort. And to point out Comrade Sheppard's distortions, I shall
be obliged to quote him,

1) 'We defend the Bill of Rights and every other !'bourgeois
right!' that Friedlander scoffs at which were the gains of the
First American Revolution.' (pg.18)

Sheppard is obviously referring here to Comrade Fried-
landert's parenthetical labelling of Women's rights as !'bourgeois
rights,! From the context (Ideology and Tradition, pg. 12), it
is clear to anyone not looking for factional ammunition that
Comrade Friedlander put in this phrase not to downgrade the
struggle for bourgeois rights but to show that the proletariat,
even when fighting for bourgeols rights, must maintain its class
independence,

2) 'Friedlander didn't mention the 'allen' slave class,
and its struggle against the slave holders, but we must assume
that we cannot side with the slaves either, for he is against
lncluding Frederick Douglassand Wendell Phillips in the tradition
we identify with.! (pg.l7)

I gather that Comrade Sheppard doesn't consider the
bourgeoislie and the feudal aristocracy, to which Comrade Fried-
lander really did apply the term, alien classes} How else
explain his sarcastic use of the term? And it 1s not a question
of Frederick Dougliass or Wendell Phillips. The question is, are
we in the traditions of the American people--which include,
among other traditions, the best revolutionary traditions of a
section of the wor klng class, especially of the descendents
of the slaves--or are we in the revolutionary tradition of the
most conscious members of the international working class, includ-
ing such Americans as Wendell Phillips and Bill Haywood? Our
task 1s not to complacently rejoice in our ability to find heroes
in American history; but to bring the latter tradition in its
highest expression--Trotskylsm--to the American workers, 'It 1s
necessary to teach the American beasts.! (Trotsky)
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It is hard to discover which of these two (over-lapping)
sets of traditions Comrade Sheppard wishes to place us in. For
Prosecutor Hoadley, it is evidently 'Indlana's own Eugene V.
Debs,.! But for Sheppard!s Marxist opponents, 'We stand proudly
in the great struggle traditions of our working class--with every
manifestation of their struggle,! Not a perfect formulation, but
it i1s better to have Comrade Sheppard play the American proletar-
ian revolutionist than piay the American hero-worshipger.

3) ‘'We take sides wilth the American revolutionaries against
the British...We Ltake sides with the Abolitionists and slaves...
against the slave masters,' (pg.18)

Comrade Sheppard seems to get vicarious pleasure from
taking sides in struggles which took place long before he was
around to participate in them, We don't want to deny Sheppard
his pleasure, but Marx1e%s study the past not to take sides in the
past struggles but to more effectively take sides with the workers
in thelr struggles in the present and the future.

L) PFriedlander's argument gets even worse., He tells us
even if we concede to him that Marx shouldn!t have taken sides
in the American Civil War, and if we place ourselves only in the
tradition of the American workers (I assume we could then leave
in Debs' name), we are still filthy bourgeois! The American
workers, you see, are noft Marxist-Leninist-Robertsonites--and
anything less than such simon pure people must be avoided like
the plague lest one become bourgeoisified,! (pg.l18)

A masterpiece of demogogy and distortion concentrated
into one concise paragraph! Nobody says, comrade Sheppard, that
Marx shouldn'!t have taken sides in the Civil War. He was alive
while it was being fought, not 100 years later. Such a distinc-
tion means little, of course, to our Austro-Marxists. The
contemporary struggles of the international proletariat, including
the American Negro workers, could just as well take place in
another century without apprecilably decressing our Majority's
involvenent 1n them,

The last half of Sheppard's masterpiece-paragraph
turns reality on its head, inside out, and fthrough the fourth
dimension, If the AmeW¢can workers were, or would spontaneously
become, Marxist-Leninist-Trotskyists we could sit back and ! take
sides! with them while watching them on TV making the revolution.
Unlike the Majority, however, we believe in the Q;ed for a
revolutionary pafuy to fight against bourgeois infiuences on
the proletariat in order to lead the sociglist revolution, It
is these influences that 'must be avoided like the plague.!

Sheppard makes a bilg point of defections from the minority.
Is 1t any wonder, when we realize that a mlld criticism by a new
comrade is met by a dalshonest, almost psychotic, response from



15

our National Chairman, that a number of young people have been
driven out of the organization? Moreover, many of those who
supported the Minority at the last Natlonal Conference have
left the YSA on account of age and are now devoting their time
to work in the adult Trotskyist movement.

Sorry to disappoint you, Comrade Sheppard, but most of the
present Minority supporters, and many still to come, will be
around a long time to haunt you.

New York
August 18, 1963
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COMRMENTS Ol THUE 'WHERE WE STAND'' DOCUMENT

by Douglas Jesse \ilinn.)

The new 'Where Ue Stand" document is clearly an
improvement over the 'VWhere Ve Stand' position adopted
at the founding convention. It identifies YSA more
clearly with a Trotskyist program by explicitly stating
our positions on the Soviet Union, Cuba, and the other
worker$' states. Turthermore, it attempts to link our
movement to past American struggles by including American
revolutionary leaders as part of our tradition.

However, as Darry Sheppard writes, ‘'Any short statement
of principles, as the “Where Ve Stand" necessarily is, is
insufficient in itself for general propaganda purposes.'
The 'WThere We Stand’' document is so brief and so stripped
of explanation that it cannot effectively represent YSA
to the general public or to potential recruits. Vhen
a student aslis a Y54 member what our political position
is, he is asling not only for a nalied statement of that
position, but why we hold it and how we arrived at it.
Tithout this explanation, the potential recruit will brush
off our statemeni of principles as a collection of lifeless
rhetorical statements. One of the advantages that a
IHarxist politician has over all other political pecople
is that his method enables him to cxplain how he arrived
at his program. Since we have this advantage we should
reflect it in our propaganda to other students. If our
"There e Stand" document were to be filed away in some
dusty closet, it is totally adequate but if it is to be
circulated in public then it is insufficient.

Barry thinks, 'we need a pamphlet explaining the
program of the YSA, with the 'Where We Stand’ added as
an appendix, as onc of our propaganda weapons." If the
pamphlet is a truly comprehensive explanation of our program,
attaching the 'here Ve Stand" to it serves no function.
Another suggestion is to approve the proposed 'There Ve
Stand’' at this convention with the understanding that it
will be used only as an outline for a more comprchensive
and better written statement., This comprehensive statement
should be ocur official '"Where We Stand' position and should
be published in pamphlet form for widespread distribution.



