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INTRODUCTION

The Founding Conference of the Young Socialist Alliance marks the
third stege of dovelopment of the revolutionary s ocialist youth movement
since the birth of the YOUNG SOCIALIST in Octobder, 1957.

The newly organized YOUNG SOCIALIST clubs first met at the Midwest
Conference of February, 1958, This meeting during the regroupment period
reflected the IBM (Independent, Broad, Militant) character of the movement
at that time., The next stage of development wes the consolidation of .the
revolutionary socialist youth movement at the close of the regroupment
periods At the Detroit Conference, in December, 1958, a unification of the
clubs toock place with the organization of the YOUNG SOCIALIST Suppor ters.
This second period lald the foundation.: for a national organization bduilt
around the Supporters. The Philadelphia Conference represented the formal
organization of a ®ocialist youth movement around a revolutionary socialist
program, 1t is from this program that we guide our present actions and
policies.

The conference occured at the high point of the northernsit-in
demonstrations. YSA groups in a number of cities played a leading role
in the formation of the ad-~hoc leadership committees. High school students,
college youth and young wrkers participated in the hundreds in every
picket-line organized against the dime~store!s segregationist policies. A
large conference attendance of new members and non-members resulted from
this activity. A renort and discussion took place et our conference around
both the Southern and Northern sit-in demonstrations, Thus the Young
Socialist Alliance was born ag an action as well as a propaganda organization

The Young Socialist Alliance was formally orgenized and a Constitution
was adopted. A resolution on war (YSF Bulletin #}, "Pight Against War")
was adopted. The political cheracter of the YSAaml its relation with all
other youth and adult political organizations wes established. The dise
cussions on orientation produced plans for participetion in campus work,
mass actions and the 1960 elections.

Barbara Doritty

Editor
Young Socialist Forum



GREETINGS TO THE FOUNDING CONFERENCE

GREAT BRITAIN

Keep Left

Keep Left sends across the Atlantic warm greetings and best wishes for
the success of your Convention. Though we are unable to send a fraternal
delegate to be present at your discussions we give complete support to your
endeavors to build a socialist youth movement.

In Britain also, an organization to be known as the Young Socialists is
to be set up in April. However, this is very different from its American
name-sake! This will be the new youth movement of the British Labour Party,
which will be-tied hand and foot to the right wing leadership of the Party.

Within this new organization Keep Left will continue to fight for the
sdoption of democratic procedure and socialist policies. And we have no
doubt, that before very long, the British Young Soclalists will prove a
1ittle too Socialist for the right wing leaders.

Keep Left has much in common with our American counterparts. Many of
the issues you will discuss at your Convention are of importance in Britain.

We have no government witech-hunt in Britain, but we faece a witeh-~hunt by
the right wing Labour leaders against the left. The real aim behind this
witch-hunt is to remove any vestige of 'socialism from the Labour Party, and
this has now come into the open with the Labour lenders planning to remove
from the Constitution the reference to taking over- 'the means of production,
distribution and exchange's Over the next few months we will see a tremendous
crisis in the Party.

Wie believe the Hebomb is n politieal gquestion, and the fight to get rid
of it is part of the fight for socialism. Just as the fight against war is
a politieal question, since war arises from the needs of a capitalist economy.
Ve believe in the self-determination of all coloninl peoples and campaign for
the unconditional withdrawal of all foreign troops, We believe that the
taking over of the basic industries ind running them under the control of the
workers in those industries within 2 planned economy is necessary for the
establishment of socialism,

Only by fighting on such principles e¢:xn socialism be created and a
large number of youth attracted to the movement,

Watering down of principles to suit the ruling class - 2as indulged in
by the right wing Lobour lenders ~ will never win young people. Neither will
the opportunism of the Communist Party which ndapts such principles to the
needs of the Soviet bureaucracy, Only 2 movement which makes a socialist
analysis of the world situation, npplies 1ts prineiples - learned from history -
to the situntion in its own country =nd ncts ~t 211 times in an honest way
politically, ean build ~ strong youth movement. Only such a movement, which
has complete internal demoeracy and goes 21l out to put its policies into
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practice can mnke a contribution to the building of a Soeialist Britain or
Socinlist america.

KEEP LEFT YELCOMES THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE!

Socinliat Labour League

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Socialist Labour League we
would like to send you our very best greetings ns well as congratulations for
the grent work you are doing under extremely difficult circumstances,

Yours Fratefnally,
G. Henly
Notionnl Secretary.

UNITED STATES

National Guardizn
Message for Philndelphia Conference

One of the most heartening signs on the politieal~socizl horizon today
is the spectacle of young america insisting on being respected for its youth.
Too often persons of middle-nge,like myself, or older people, shake their
heads over young people nand worder whnt has happened to that well-known
*“gense of values,® in guotes., Too rarely do we look bagck on our own youth
to note that we mnde the scme mistakes, had the snme hopes, nnd made ns much
progress as organization and the times permitted. Just ns we have no apology
to meke, neither should we ask young America to cpoligize for the mess we
helped get them into.

By the same token, if youth nsks for respect, it must learn to respect
itself and its aspirations. It menns that young people who have been per-
suaded of the validity of the socinlist way must respeet that philosophy
fully before they ean win ~dherents to their side, And they must also respect
the opinions of those who mny disngree with them, but who in the last analysis
will hold with them on the grent issues of our time.

Iders without humanity are as useless as humanity without ideas. This
is a plea for thinking and for feeling ~nd for macting. Your conference con-
tributes to all three together. Mdore power to you 2nd your future allies
on the glory rond to Socialism in Amerien.

James Aronson
Bditor, National Guardian
Vincent Hallinon
Accept my congratulntions and best wishes for your organization.

It is among the young people of the \/eatern Hemisphecre thnt we must look
for courage and hope. Witness the Cuban revolutionaries, the student demonstra-
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tions in South and Central America and the heroic resistanee of colored
students agrinst racial discrimination in our own country.

Our other young people must renounce zpathy and fear. It is time to
awaken to the slognn which Mazzini once addressed the Italian youth: *Slumber
not in the tents of your fathera! The World advances; advance with iti*

Sincerely
Vincent Hallinan

Conrad Lynn

&1l of us who believe that the socialist organization of our national
life is the only direction in which progress can be made and in which all
people may have an opportunity to fully develop their potential are happy
that you sre holding your national conference to estnablish The Young Socialist
alliance,

Yie know that wherever the youth are lending the struggle ogainst the
forces of reaction and fascism, the young socialists will be in the vanguard..

Fraternally yours,
Conrad J. Lynn

The Socialist Educationnl League
Greetings to the Young Socialist National Conference

Ye hove been following your splendid struggles ngainst race prejudice,
the witch=-hunt, the war preparations, and for = socinlist Ameriea, with
the warmest feclings of soclidarity.

The firm bond between your words and your deeds convinces us that you will
prove worthy of your great aspiration, to strike world capitalism at its
US control point 2nd thereby make possible a world of peace where man will be
able to develop to his fullest and zs yet undreamed of capazcities,

Your goneration is destined to bring to fruition the seeds that have been
developed 2and nutured by those who have gone before, In your movement we see
the promise of fulfilment of Leon Trotsky's prediction that Marxism will find
ita highest expression on North ameriean soil.

Soaeinlist clarity in your discussions?! Socialist unity and militancy in
your ranks! and great advances will be yours.

The Socialist Educational League
Ross Dowson
Secretary treasurer of
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AUSTRALIA

Australian Student Labor Federation

It is with gratitude that I look upon your Netional Convention, for
at last the greatest of the nations shows that her spirit has not been ex-
terminated even in the face of the most stifling conservetism and denials
of democracy. .at last America stirs and becomes ensciocus of her own self
through the constant agitation of her young people. Perhaps your nation will
realize its transgressions and turn to a finer society, a greater democracy,
and a Just economic system,

We outside America are powerless. We must turn to the consciences
of its citizens. However it seems our strivings were unnecessary for we have

observed a magnificent spontaneous surge of righteous indignation signified
by this Gonvention.

My friends and I apreal to providence for your success and I trust
that you will be imbued with the strength to resist the attaclite of fanatim
cism for fear that this light that flickers to us from America will be ex-
tinguished forever.

I greet you, I szlute you and may your cause prosper and flourish,

alvays yours fraternally,

John D, Fannan

International Secretery,

Austrelian Student Labor Federation

FrAYCE

Independent Socialist Youth

The Independent Socialist Youth address a warm greeting to the Americen
YSA on the occasion of its founding conference.

Today when the revolutionary forces are, throughout the world,
scattered, divided, torn betwesen ‘Jestern imperialism and the Stalinist counter-
revolution the tesk of the revolutionaries, vhatever be formally their label,
must be to prepare the national and international regroupment of all those

who have decided to lead, without compromise, the struggle for the proletarian
revolution.

It is in this spirit that we convey to our comrades of the YSi our
wigshes for success. Receive, dear comrades, - our fraternal greetings.

(Signed) Jean Jacques Marie
International Secretary,

Independent Sociazlist Youth
(Translated from the French)
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Proposed Conference Agenda

Votion by Tim &nd Jim R.: An egenda with time schedules and reporters is

recommended to the National Committee by the Editorial Board..passed.

FRIDAY, April 15, 1960

9:30-10:00

10:00-11:00

11:00-1:15

1:15-2:30
2:30~-3:30
3130-3:45

3:45.4:30
4:30~5:L5

5:45-6:00
8:30~ ¢t

Orgenization of Conference

1.

2e

YiTIONAL REPORT XD TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES

Report on national functioning and on plenum resoclution
on tasks and perspectives -~ Jim Lambrecht

Local Area Reports

A ten minute report from each supporter group snd a five
minute report from other areas represented,

Lunch

Discussion

Summery end vote on National Report and Tasks and Per-
spectives '

FLECTORAL POLICY

Report on "'emorandum on the 1960 Elections" —- Bert
Deck

Discussion

Summery and vote.

A perty -— locetion to be announced.

SATURDAY, April 16, 1960

10:00-~11:00

11:00~1:00
1:00-1:15
1:15-2:30

2:30-3:30
3:30-&:&5
b:45-5:00
5:30-63:30

8:00~-11:00

3.

WEZRE VE STAYD A¥D TH® FOUNDIUG OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST
ALLI:CE

Report on the draft founding decleration ~~ Tim Wohlforth
Discussion

Summary and vote,

Lunch

ITITRUATIONAL REPORT AYD RISOLUTION OFF WiR -~- Shane Mage
Discussion

Summary and vote,

Orgenization of the Mational Students for Dobbs and

Weiss Committee —— Nora Roberts, convener (location to be
announced.)

Conference Relly, open session ~- Annette Rubinstein,
Otto Mathen, i‘yra Tanner Veiss, Farrell Dobbs, Tim
Wohlforth

SUVDAY, April 17, 1960

10:00-11:00 Be TEE SIT-I" CAITAIGT == Fred liazelis

11:00-12:30 Discussion

12:30-~12:45 Summary snd vote,

12:45-2:00 Lunch

2:00—2:&5 6, CO¥STITUTION OF THF YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE -= Jim
Robertson

2:45-3:k5 Discussion ,

3:45-1300 Summary and vote,

4:00~5:00 Election of Wational Committee

5:00~6:00 Meeting of Wetional Committee



MINUTES FROM FOUNDING CONFERENCE OF YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE
Conference secretaries: Barbara D., New York and Rose J., New York

Friday, April 15, 1960:

10:00 am ~ Registration of Delegates.

10:45 an -'Organization of Conference:
Tim Viohlforth, iew York, opened the Conference with the following proposals
in behalf of the National Committee:

1, Peter Allan, Los Angeles, will be the chairmen for the morning session.
Barbara Doritty and Rose Jersawitz, New York, be Conference secretaries.
A roll.call will be taken at the beginning of each session. MOTION CARRIED

2. That a Steering Committee be set up composed of Tim V. and Jim L. from
the Editorial Board and one representative from each YS Supporter Group
represented at this Conference including New York. These representatives
are to be chosen by the delegates from each area meeting in caucus during
the noon recess on Friday. The Editorisl Board will function as the
Steering Committee for the Friday morning session. The dutieas of the
Steering Committee shall be to act as a presiding committee and as a
nominating committee for the new National Committee. MOTION CARRIED

3. That there be a three member Credentials and Resolutions Committee
compcsed of bherry I'iner, New York, Jim Robertson, iew York, and Art Phelps,
Philadelphia. This Committee will pass on all matters related to cred-
entials of delegates, alternates and visitors. It will also function as a
resolutions and constitution committee. Anyone seeking to get a resolution
or constitutional amendment on the floor of the Conference must first see
this ocommittee. MOTION CARRILD

4. On Conference Procedure:

a - The Conference is open to all YS Supporters end invited guests. 1In
order for a non-YS Supporter to attend the Conference this person must
either be invited by a local YS Supporter Group, by the Editorial
Board, or approved by the Credentials and Resolutions Committese.

b - Only regular delegates or seated alternates shall be allowed to vots.
Alternates can only be seated at the time the roll call is teken and is
seated for the entire session.

¢ - Delegates, seated alternates, fraternal delegates, National Cormittee
members and alternates, and dational Staff shall have voice. All
members at large and co-thinkers from other countries shall be seated
as fraternal delegates. Others can have voice only by vote of the
Steering Committeec.

d - After each report there will be a discussion period. It is proposed
that a speakers list be taken and that each speeker be given time
equal to two-thirds of the total available time divided by the number
of speakers. The remaining third cen be usec for a second round, or
procedural motions, etc.

e - If a dispute concerning procedure arises, we will have alternate
speakers (one "pro" followed by ome “con",). The speakers will be
allowed two minutes each.

f - Anyone wishing to amend any motion or proposal will do so in writing
and submit the amendment to the secretary in writing. MOTICN CARRIED
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5. Conference agendas

FRIDAY, April 15, 1960

9:30-10:00

1Q:00-11:00

11:00-1:15

1:15~2:30
2:30-3:30
3130-3345
3345-4:30

4:30~5:45
5:45-6:00

8:30- ?

Organization of Conference

1.

2.

NATIONAL REPORT AND TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES

Report on national functioning and on plenum

resolution on tasks and perspectives - Jim Lambrecht
Local Area Reports

A ten minute report from each supporter group and a five
minute redort from other areas represented

Lunch

Discussion

Summery andé vote on National Report and Tasks and
Perspectives

ELECTORIAL POLICY

Report on "Memorandum on the 1960 Elections
Discussion

Svmmery and 7ote

- Bert Deck

A party -- location to be announced.

SATURDAY, April 16, 1960

10:00-11:00

11:00-1:00

1:00-1:15
1:15-2:30

2:30-3:3V
3:30-4:456
4145-5:00
5:30-6:30

8:00-11:00

3.

WHERE WE STAND AND THE FOUNDING OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST
ALLTANCE

Report on the draft founding declaration - Tim Wohlforth
Discussion

Sumery ané¢ vote

lunch

INTEENATIONAL REFORT AND RLSOLUTION ON WAR -
Disoussion

Sumiary and vote

Crganization of the National Students for Dobbs and
Weiss Committee - Nora Roberts, convener (location to be
snnounced )

Conference Rally, open session - Annette Rubinstein,
Otto Nathan, Myre Tanner Weiss, Farrell Dobbs, Tim
Wohlforth

Shane Mage

SUNDAY, April 17, 1960

10:00-11:00
11:00-12:39
12:30-12:45

12:45-2:00
2:00-2:45

2:145-3:45
3:45-4:00
4:00-5:00
5:00-6:00

5.

6.

THE SIT-IN CAMPATGN - Fred Mazelis
Discission

Sunmery anc vote

Lunch

CONSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE =
Jim Robertson

Discussion

Summery and vote

Election of National Committee

Meeting of National Committee

With the addition that the morning session be exztended for 1 hour, with

lunch at 2:00 or 2:30 pm.

MOTION GA?RIED
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6. That the session in which the National Committee will be elected, be
open only to regular seated delegates, seated alternates and fraternal
delegates. Vote: 13 for; 9 opposed. MOTION CARRIED

11:15 am - Peter Allan took over as chairman.

A roll call was taken.

NATIONAL REPORT ON TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES

A report on national functioning and on the plenum resolution on Tasks
and Perspectives - James Lambrecht, New York, member of Editorial Board of
the YOUNG SOCIALIST, reporting.

12:15 pm - Local Area Reports:

2:15

.

3:30

3:35

3:50

6:00

Ten minutes for each supporter group - Baltimore, Bob K.; Berkeley, Jim P.;
Boston, Pete C.; Chicago, Jack H.; Denver, Norman P.; Detroit, Harriet T.;
Los Angeles, Peter A.; New York, Danny F.; Philadelphia, Art P.; San
Franeisco, Sue M.; Toronto, Jeff F.; Twin Cities, John C.

'Five linutes for other represented areas - Harper College, Pete S.;
Milwaukee, Mertle K.; Brown University (Rhode Island, Roger S.; Trinity
College, Ted (Bd) M.

pm -~ Adjourned for Lunch

pm - Conference reconvened.

Tim W. on behalf of the Steering Committee made the following procedural
motions:

1. That Arthur P. be the chairman for the afternoon session.

2. That Bert Deck's report on Electorial Policy be shortened by 15 minutes
and an additional 15 minutes be removed from the discussion time.

3. That as soon as this session begins, the Seattle area report be given
by Ted N., who has just arrived.

4. That a presiding committee be elected which consists of Jim L., New
Yorks Bob M., San Francisco; and Tim W., New York.

6. That Herb S., Chicago, be given voice at this conference.

6., That the Steering Committee will convene as the Nominations Committee
at 9 pm tonight.

Motion to approve the Steering Committee's proposals, CARRILD.

rm - Art P. took over as chairman.
A roll call was taken.

pm - Discussion on Tasks and Perspectives Report.

Motion by Pete C.: That the order of speakers be arbitrary; that is, after
the speakers list is taken, the list should be numbered arbitrarily and
that a third person calls out a number at random. MOTION CARRIED

Motion on Procedure: That all those who have already spoken be excluded
from the speakers list. Vote: 13 for, 12 opposed. MOTION CARRIED

pm - Summary by Jim L. :
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5:40

6

10

Motions made in summary:

1. To approve the report. MOTION CARRIED with 1 opposed.

2. To refer this document back to the incoming National Committee for
additions. MOTION CARRIED with 1 apposed.

3. That a subscription drive quota of 300 be accepted. MOTION CARRIED
with 3 opposed.

‘A motion to reconsider the last motion on the sub drive. CARRIED

Motion: To accept the sub drive and the quotas will be established with
each area individually. MOTION CARRIED

pm - Motion for a 5 minute break. CARRIED

pm - Meeting reconvened.
EDITORIAL POLICY report on “Memorandum on the 1960 Elections" - Bert Deck,
New York, member of the Editorial Board of the YOUNG SOCIALIST.

Motion by the Presiding Committee: That the report be 30 minutes, that the
discussion be 1 round or 40 minutes and the summary and vote be 5 minutes.
MOTION CARRIED

pm - Discussion on Electorial Policy.

Amendment by Peter A.: In the Electorial Memorandum, the 2nd to the last
paragraph, after the sentence reading "...against the candidates of
capital.", insert: All but lst sentence of 2nd to last paragraph on p. 29
YSF Bulletin, Vol III, #3. (Whole #9,. Bert accepted Peter's motion.

Motion to adopt memorandum as emended. MOTION CARRIED

Motion to endorse the Ed Board's proposal to launch the Committee for Dobbs
and Weiss. Vote: All for except for 5 abstentions, HOTION CARRIED,

6:50 pm - Afternoon session adjourned.

Saturday, April 16, 1960

10:35 am - Morning session started.

The following motions were made by the Presiding Committee by Tim W.:

1. That all motions be presented to the cheirman in writing.

2. That Jim R. be the parliamencerian for the rest of the conference.

3. That all makers of motions be given 10 minutes to present their motions.

4. That Bob H., of Detroit, be the chairman for the morning session.
MOTIONS CARRIED

Motion by Pete C. of Boston: We extend time on the Discussion by cutting
the time on the report of Where We Stand, and also the time of the Sit~In
Campaign. The motion was withdrawn.

Motion: To extend the agenda 45 migutes. MOTION CARRIED

Roll call was taken.
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10:45 em - Bob H. tool over as chairman.
WHERE WE STAND AND THE FOUNDING OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE.
Report on the draft founding declaration - Tim Wohlforth, New York, member
of the Editorial Board of YOUNG SOCIALIST, reporting. He was given one
hour for his report. ‘

11:45 am - Discussion of Where We Stand.
Motion: Speakers on amendments will speak first, original 2 will be
limited to 7 minutes each. Vote: 17 in favor; 7 opposed. MOTION CARRIED

Procedural motion by the Presiding Committee that a speakers list be teken;
we have a two hour discussion; lunch be from 2:30-3:30; and that the vote
on amendments be taken after lunch. MOTION CARRIED

2:25-3:30 pm - Adjourned for lunch.

3:50 pm ~ Afternoon session reconvened.
Proposals by the Steering Committee for the afternoon session are as
follows:?

1. That Arlene B., Philadelphia, be the chairman for the afternoon session
which will start after the voting on the Where We Stand document.

2. That the agenda be moved ahead 1 hour.
3. That 15 minutes be taken from the discussion on the War Resolution.

4. That Judy Mage be granted voice for this session.
Motions CARRIED

The voting on the following amendments and motions to the Where We Stand
document took place and Bob H. continued as chairmen through this
procedure.

Amendments to the Wihere We Stand report as voted on:

l. Norman P., Denver; Section 1. Leave out Marxian in the first paragraph
of Carol's amendment and minus last sentence of her's. Lost. 5 in favor;
maj. against.

2. Norman; Section l. Eighth line. The struggle culminating in the
creation of a new type of state based on workers power eliminating the
profit system and introducing a planned economy based on human need. Lost.
11 in favor; 14 against.

3. Carol L., New York; presented by Allen T. Section 1. The YSA bases
itself on the traditions of marxiesn socialism developed by Lenin, Trotsky,
Luxemburg and Leibknecht, and upon the best traditions of American
revolutionists such Bugene V. Debs. We base ourselves on the American
tradition of struggle against its ruling class. Lost. 10U in favor; 15
against.

4. Jim R., New York; Section 1. Replace 3rd sentence with “the YSA bases
itself on the traditions of marxian socielism as developed by Lenin,
Trotsky, Luxemburg and Liebknecht." Carried. 17 in favor; 6 against.

5. Boston; Section 1. Cross out "can lead...socialism" and substitute
“can support the struggle of the working class for socialism.” Lost.
Unenimously against.
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6. Cross out the words "Marxian socialism" and substitute "revolutionary
economic and political thinking." Lost. 3 in favor.

7. Insert after "capitalist class" and before the dash "and its allies.”
Carried. 17 in favor; 7 against. :

8. Cross out the sentence "Socialism means...by it" and substitute
"Socialism means that for the first time in history the vast majority of the
population, the working class, will control society in its interests.”

Lost. Unanimously against.

9. Cross out the last sentence up to the colon and substitute: “Therefore
the struggle of the working cless for socialism is the struggle for the
continual expansion of humen freedom in all spheres." Lost. 8 in favor;

19 against.

10.. Bob K., Baltimore; Section 4. replace “have bsen" by "have a
tendency to be." 2nd paragraph, 3rd lipe. His motion was withdrawn.

11. Peter A., Los Angeles; Section 4. 2nd paragraéh, 3rd line:
substitute "were" for “have been." Vote: ocarried; 20 in favor; 4 against.

12. Boston; Section 4. . 2nd'paragraph, 3rd line, replace the word
Yeverywhere" with "in the West." Vote: 1lost; 1 in favor.

13. Boston; Section 5. Cross out "both groups" and substitute “The
Social Democracy end the Communist International." Vote: CARRIED; 22 in
favor; 2 against.

l4. Change “capitalist state" to “capitalist states" and "its" to
"theirs." Vote: CARRIED; 21 in favor; 6 against.

15. Add at end of 5, "We also give our full support to the revolutionary
struggle of the workers in the Soviet bloc for worker's democracy and for

worker's control over the economy.” Vote: LOST; 8 in favor; 13 against;
4 abstentions.

16. Bob K., Baltimore; Section 7. Take out “even more than the YPSL."
Substitute "like the YPSL." Withdrawn.

17. Bob K., Baltimore; Section 7. Replace "are apologists for the" for
“subordinate the class struggle to the."™ Withdrawn.

18. Ted N., Seattle; Section 7. Replace whole section with: Although
the young supporters of the CP do not support several of the contemporary
programmatic norms of a revolutionary Merxist group, we feel that the
situation is still fluid and will be willing to work co-operatively with
them in joint projects whenever possible.

In stating this, we make a careful distinction between the sometimes
vacillating role of the CP youth and the right wing, often counter-
revolutionary role of the YPSL cadre. Vote: LOST; 1 in favor; majority
against; 1 abstention. '

19. Jim R., New York; Section 7. Last sentence, replace “"workers'
states" with "soviet bloc countries." Vote: CARRIED Unanimously

4
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20. Boston; Section 7. Cross out “"other workers' states" and
substitute “other countries with nationalized property." Vote: LOST
Unaenimously against.

2l. Allen T., New York; Section 10.

The regroupment process did not result in any new parties being formed,
on the contrary, older politicael formations such as the Independent
Socialist League end its youth organization, the Young Socialist League,
and the American Socialist magezine disappeared. Most of the individuals
who supported the CP left politics rather than try to discover a new but
difficult path.

The right-wing socialist groups, the SP, SDF, and ISL, conducted their
own regroupment into the SP-SUF, with its reformist, pro-State Depertment,
anti-class struggle views. The Communist Party suffered a precipitous
decline through the regroupment process. Having lost all its influence
in working class politics it remains simply an apologist for the Kremlin.
The Socialist Labor Party simply ignored the regroupment process and

was ignored by it. The Socialist Workers Party conducted a campaign

for a regroupment of revolutionary socialists, attracting to itself from
all groupings individuals who still wished to struggle for revolutionary
socialism.

YSF, Vol III #3 Whole #9 p. 8.
Vote: CARRIED; 18 in favor; 3 against; 3 abstentions.

22. Jim R., New York and Bob K.. Baltimore; Section lu. First sentence
replaced with "The regroupment process did not result in the formation
of a new, united revolutionary party."

Vote: CARRIED; unanimously.

23. Boston; Section 10. Omit from ninth line “which ...individuals"
and change "who" to “which." Vote: LOST; 2 for; mejority egainst.

24. Ted N., Seattle: Section 11. Delete whole section. Vote: LOST; 2
for; majority against.

25. Boston; Section 1l. Délete entire section; substitute:
“"Therefore the YSA considers. the SWP as the only party of all existing
political parties that bases its program on the struggle of the working
class against its exploiters and rulers; and offers revolutionary
leadership.” Vote: LOST; 1 in favor; majority against.

26. Bob M., Sen Francisco; Section 11. Replace section with:

"The Young Socialist Allience and the Socialist Workers Party are the
only revolutionary socialist groups in the United States today. The
YSA recognizes that only the SWP of all existing political parties is
capable of providing the working class with political leadership on
class struggle principles. As a result of its three-year development
the supporters of the Young Socielist have come into basic political
solidarity, on the principles of revolutionary socialism, with the SWP".
Vote:s CARRIED: Unanimously; 1 abstention.

27. Boston; Section 13. "Marxian socialism" change to “socialism."
Vote: LOST unanimously.
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Motion to acoept: the document as passed. Motion CARRIED. 3 against.

4115 pm - Arlene B. took over as chairman.
Roll Call was taken.

4:30 pm - INTERNATIONAL REPORT AND RESOLUTION ON WAR -~ Shane Mage, New York,
member of the Editorial Boerd of the YOUNG SOCIALIST, reporting. He was
given one hour.

Three motions for extension of time: one 10 minutes; one 15 minutes; one
5 minutes. PASSED unanimously

6:15 pm - Session adjourned.

Sunday, April 17, 1960

10:50 am - Morning session started.
Procedural motions made by the Steering Committee were as follows:
1. That the chairman for the morning session be Martha C., Hew York.

2. That the discussion be one-half hour and there be a 3 minute time
limit for each speaker.
Motions Carrised.

Roll call was taken.

11:00 am - Discussion on the War Resclution.
Motion by chairman to extend the discussion for additional speakers.
Motion Carried.

Countermotion made by Bob H. that we proceed to the summary and vote.
Motion Lost.

11:45 am - Summary and vote.
Amendments to the Viar desolution as voted on.

l. Shane M., New York; Page 16, lst paragraph, second to last line to
read - (insert is underlined) - “-sistance with repressions in all forms
renging up to murderous violence. In no Senses...
Vote: 19 in favor, CARRIED

2. Gaylord, Philadelphia; Page 21, fifth paragraph, last sentence, replace
with -"This will give the Soviet bloc a breathing spell during which it
can develop its productive forces to the pcint of surpassing that of the
capitalist countries. The inherent superiority of a socialist economy

thus demonstrated, the American working class would then have a desire to
work for socialism, presumably through reformist meens." Vote: 2 for;
majority against; 1 abstention. LOST ‘

B. 1lst paragraph, p. 16, 2nd sentence -- change "well" to "somewhat".
Wwithdrawn.

3. Bob K., Baltimore; A. page 16, 2nd paragraph, line 7, include
“scientists" between “engineers" and “generals.® Vote: 3 for; 14
against. LOST. s
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B. P. 16, 1lst paragraph, third line from bottom - eliminate last
sentence and replace with, “This explains a great lack of political and
economic democracy in the Soviet Union." Vote: & for; 13 against; LOST

C. Eliminate 2nd sentence, p. 16, lst paragraph. Vote: 1 for; majority
against; LOST

4, Dave W., Boston; The War Resolution should be adopted. Discussion
on the Soviet Union should be initiated at the local level. Withdrawn
in favor of motion 6.

5. Carol L., New York; MIove to table resolution for further discussion
to be brought before next conference. Vote: unanimously against. LOST

6. Ed Finer, New York; presented by Allen T., New York; The passage of
this resolution on war is not intended to prejudice a continuing discussion
on the YSA's position on the Soviet Union. This convention instructs

the N. C. to initiate a discussion, prior to the next convention, on the
nature of the Soviet Union. Vote: unanimously in favor; CARRIED

Motion to adopt the War Resolution. Motion CARRIED. 20 for; 1 against;
1 abstention.

Procedural motions made by the Presiding Committee were as follows:
1. The report on the Sit-in Campaigns be 45 minutes.

2. The discussion of the report be 1 hour.

3. That 15 minutes be taken from the lunch period.
Motions Carried.

12:00 pm - THE SIT-IN CAMPAIGN - Fred Mazelis, New York, alternate member of
the National Committee, reporting.

12:45 pm - Discussion on Sit-in Campaign.
Motion be Pete C., Boston: To have a first round of 30 minutes limited
to one speaker from each area. CARKIED

Counter motion: To have a first round of one hour limiting speekers to
4 or 5 minutes. LOST

Motion: Each speaker be givean 4 minutes. CARRIED.

2:10 pm - Summary by Fred Mezelis. Fred made the following motions at the
conclusion of his summary:

l. We organize, wherever possible, permanent independent committees to
work for integration on the Southern and Northern front.

2. WVie establish as much contact as possible between the different

independent committees in the North and the Northern and Southern
movements.

3. WVie plan for mass picketing and demonstrations on May 17, and spark
petition drives, the petitions to be returned to the New York Youth
Committee for Integration before May 17, for presentation to Woolworths.

All three motions passed unanimously.
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Motion by Jim R., New York and Leroy, Phila.: As part of the draft,
revised Tasks and Perspectives Resolution referred to the N. C., the
N. C. shall include an evaluation of the "respectable" organizations of
progress, for example, NAACP, NSA, CORE - as they relate to the needs
and aims of the movements they claim to lead; and the forms and contents
indicated for the YSA in relation to these groups and to the needs of the
mass movements themselves. CARRIED unanimously.

pm - Recess for one-half hour lunch.
pm ~ Afternoon session convenes.

Motions from presiding committee:

1. The chairman for this session be Bert D. of New York.

2. The time allotted for report and discussion be kept as originally
planned. Motions Carried.

A credentials committee report was given by Sherry F.

pm - CONSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCEL - James Robertson of
the Editorial Board, reported.

pm - Discussion.

pm - Summary and vote.
The following amendments to the Constitution are listed in the order that
they were voted upon:

1. Dave W., Boston: Article III, Section 1 - add to end of section;
“regardless of their membership or non-membership in any adult party."
CARRIED 13 for; 12 against; 2 abstentions.

2. Herb S., Chicago: Article III, Section 6 ~ insert after second
sentence; "In pursuing their work, they may not take direct action which
causes the organization itself to question its own self-survivel."

LOST. 1 for; majority against.

Motion: That we have & 1 hour discussion including summary and vote.
Carried

Motion: To give Judy M. voice in this discussion. Carried

3. Shane M., New York: (Bulletin #3, page 7,

"The ¥YSA shall publish, at intervals of three months or less, an open
discussion bulletin entitled 'Young Socialist Forum.' All material on
any topic submitted by YSA members for publication in the Young Socialist
Forum is to be published in its entirety and in order of reeceipt."

LOST 8 for; lu against; 7 abstentions.

4. Lucky F., New York:

Article III
a - Section 3 -~ after “by the NEC" insert “with the approval of the
local unit.” LOST 2 for; 17 against; 4 abstentions.

b - Section 4 - change "50¢ a month" to ".1.00 a month"; omit “and
all of this minimum" and substitute "a 50¢ minimum.* LOST 1 for;
2 abstentions.

L
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Article IV
¢ - Section 4 - insert at end "except where programmatic differences
exist over the reason for which the convention is called." LOST
10 for; 12 against; 3 abstentions. :

d - Section 6 ~ insert following "in the conference call™ "i.e.,
ratio of members to delegates." LOST 3 for; 15 egainst; 3
sbstentions.

Article V
e - Section 2 - omit "majority", substitute "minority"; omit "minimum"
substitute "maximum"; omit "3/5", substitute "2/5." LOST. 7 for;
10 against; 5 abstentions.

Artiocle III
f - Section 3 - delete "exceptions to this policy may be made by
the NEC." LOST 2 for.

5. Don R., San Francisco:s Article III, Section 5§ - change "1 month" to
"3 months," and change "3 months" to "5 months." LOST 11 for; 14 against.

6. Normen H., Uenver; Article IV, Section 5 - emendment to Lucky's
smendment "in which case a one month discussion will be allowed.” Not
voted on because Lucky's amendment lost.

7. Jim R., New York: Strike Article II and substitute paragraph 1 of the
Where We Stand document. CARKIED 1 abstention.

8. Peter A., Los Angeles: Article III, Section 5. Change “warning" to
“notification." CARRIED

Motion to adopt the Constitution as emended. Motion CARRIED unanimously.
/Stormy applause and cheering/

$:30 pm - ELLCTION OF NATIONAL COmMITTEE Report by Tim on recommendations of
Steering Committee as to size of N. C. and alternate list and nominees.

Motion: We thank comrades Bert Deck, Allen Taplin, Bob Himmel, George
Mylend, and Carl Feingold who are leaving the youth movement at this
convention for their indespensible contribution to building our movement.
CARRIED unanimously.

Motion: 1 fraternal delegate from Canada be chosen by the Toronto YSA.
CAKRIED unanimously.

liotion: That the N. C. be composed of 20 regular members and 18 alternates.
CARRIED 14 for. '

Motion: by Bob M.: That the Ne C. be composed of 21 regular members.
LOST 9 for.

Conference adjourned at 7:15 pm with the singing of The Internationale.
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Summary of the Report by Jim Lambrecht on the National Report
and Tasks and Perspectives

At this founding conference of the Young Socialist Alliance, we must call
for a change in line - though that may seem ominous to some of us. But we
mst immediately attempt to adapt our new organization to a changed reality «-
and that means a change in line. TForwe did have a netiomal policy, which was
never really spelled out; to the extent that this policy was unclear, our ne-
tional organizational structure suffered. Now, at our formal founding confer-
ence, we must make that old policy clear in order to liquidate it properly —-
by clear contrast with the new tasks —- and in that way lay the proper policy
foundations for our new national organization.

The American students are developing a movement. Though not yet analagous
to the 30's, we do see now — in addition to the Challenge Forums (found on
Bastern and ilid~-West colle ge campuses) and the discussion groups —=- the sit-in
campaigns among the students. One thing that contributed to $his development
was the dying down of the witchhunt. Granting even our optiminism, we can de-
finitely say that the growth of the H50's is at an end.

But before this end was in sight -~ as clearly as now -- our rate of re-
cruitment was slowand therefore the work indicated for us was heavly propagan-
distic in c haracter., Not thatwe always did what was indicated =~ much energy
was wasted on agitational activity, and there was demoralization because there
were f ew results, But even during the worst of the H50's radicals were fond of
saying that underneath it all there was a molecular process going on -— and this
was true. The 60's didn't fall from the blue. Just as we were growing aware
of the one-by~one recruitment s ituation and the tasks posed by it, that situa-
tion was changing,.

Putting tactical questions aside for the moment, let's consider something
from this just-ended period that is worth preserving for the future. At all
times, and therefore, during the 50's as well, we held that our ideas were ever
everything. Our ideas of today, we said, will determine ocur existence a year
from now -- more than our present numbers or political influence. YPSL, on the
contrary, debunked ideas; they sz2id that precise ideas were divisive, and that
vhat was needed wss the broadest common ideological denominator for the great-
est number of radicals. In this belief the CP was not essentially different
from YPSL. Both organizations expresced a petty-bourgeois attitude tcward
ideas -~ a contempt for them.

The fact that we are here in this founding conference today -- with our
YOUNG SOCIALIST, with an increasingly stable financial structure — this is
pro6f of the correctness of our respect for ideas. Throughout the drouth of
the witchhunt we have kept our politics. We have put a serious emphasis on
ideas and this provided our present existence and our vitality for future growth.
Socialism comes through struggle, and this struggle -- expressed within the
socialist movement itself ~- takes the form of a struggle to train the revolu~-
tionary cadre. Those "socialist" organizations that betray this struggle, that
spread contempt for revolutionary science, betray the revolution itself.

Because of our past tradition of ideological training, we enter the new
period of action with the incomparable advantage of a ¢ adre who can think}
That is vhy we intervene in the mass sit-in struggle, arndl why the CP and YPSL
cannot. This 1s a tradition from the past period that we will definitely not
liquidate.

k]
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I do not think we have yet had sufficient experience with the new period
to draft an adequate Tasks and Perspectives document. The section on capus or-
ientation in the 0ld Tesks end Perspectives document is correct. That is, it
sends us to the right area and does not call for tactics that would contravene
the tasks of the new period. But simply building socialist discussion clubs on
campus -- and this is, I believe, the only on~campus tactic suggested by the olkd
Tasks and Perspectives document -~ while still a major task, does not emcompass
by any means the problem we now face, Now there is a new student mood axd a
new generation coming in from the high schools, The silent and beat generations
are gradvating, The students who were willing to discuss but not act —— are
graduating or changing. There is a pro-action a tmosphere developing, This is
where the old Tasks and Perspectives document falls short. Left out of it are
the general strategy and tactics of YSA cadre participation in sociel struggles —
in united fronts of all sorts with other orgenizations, within other organize~
tions, and so on.,

I would like to suggest one general strategic point for an eventual Tasks
and Perspectives document that deals with this new problem. That is, that in
all our future relations-in-action with other organizations, our general strategy
be to function openly as socialists, This will be essential not only for our
own independent recruitmenty, but for the ultimate victory of the social struggdes
themselves. Every mass action tends to throw up fresh layers of leaders ——
new young militants without training or tradition. For these leaders to lead,
i,e. to win the s truggle, it is necessary that they make contact with all the
science of struggle that is embodied in the historic venguard —-- us, In this
sense, our ability to function freely and openly within these movements will
determine their success,

Is this true? Others, Stalinists for instence, say that socialism is at
this point an e xtraneous and divisive issue in the mass movement, But we lknow
thet all progress is linked tightly to the destruction of capitalism. There~
fore we must legitimize socialism within the mass actions at the very start,
as an acceptable psrticipant, Without this, the most advanced elements of the
movement will be confused and demoralized; and it is upon these most advanced
elements, the new vanguard, that the fate of the new period of progressive
action depends, They are the forus of our attention in the future, our chief
regponsibility,



22,

Summary of Report by Tim Wohlforth on the Founding Declaration of the
*Young Sociglist Allignce®

This declaration 1s the central most important document before this
convention. With the passing of this document the Young Socialist Alliance
will be officially formed. The declaration attempts to explain just what
we are founding, why we are founding it, and what is the relationship of what
we are founding to the rest of the radical movement., This approach is a sign
of the respcnsible way we go about building a movement and contrasts sharply
with the pattern followed by others,

let us take a brief look at the way others go about building organizations
and possibly this will clarify our own approach all the more.

The american Sociglist shows us how not to build a movement. It started
out by hiding its origins as if it were ashamed of them. It did not feel it
was important to explain to the radiecal public why it had split from the
Sociallst Workers Party and bhad set up an independent organization.

The &3 never clearly stated its political views. #.ile a certain general
approach could be discerned in the pages of its magazine it nowhere atiempted,
in the Marxist tradition, to work ocut its viewa in the form of resoluiions,
argue them out within its organization and then defend them against other
views before the public at large.

Finally it bhad no real organization. There was no democratic mechanism
for the determining of the organization's policy. This made it possiblie for
the two or tihree "leaders* who edited their magazine in New York to determine
the organization's policy and expell those it disagreed with,

The result of this approach to building a movement was =-- distinction.
The recent collapse of the A4S is proof of the futility of building an organi-
zation which is afraid to discuss its past, makes no attempt to justify its
own existence, never works out its political views in the Marxist tradition,
and has no real democratic¢ organizational structure,

There is a second school of organization building, a numerically more
important cne. It is what I call the Front Group School of Socialist Organi-
zation (of should I say *Progressive Organization®?)., This is the method of
the Communist Party. It forms a ®broad" youth organization. Members of this
organization don't even have to be interested in polities. It asks only one
thing of its youth ~- that the leaders be allowed to run the show, On the
aurface the organization is broad -~ broader than ours. But in reality it is
held under very tight control.

This control 1s maintained primarily because there is no internal life
in the organizatio.,-- conventions are just national rallies, minorities do
not exist in the sense that we know them with minority resolutions etc. The
real policy issues of the organization are never really discussed and decided
on in a democratic fashion.

Such an organization cannot train and develop youth. Their membership
is made up primarily of the remnants of a "great* past, that is, it is made
up of the children of those who were recruited to the CP in the thirties.
The mass (and this is a relative term, of course) of their membership 1s not
trained in politics, They are trained-:in manipulation, in adopting the
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coloration of the liberal, the "progresrive". The end product of this pro-
cess is symbolized by an event that occured recently in Few York. A young
Communist got up at a meeting of the Woolworth picketters, taking on the
pose of a liberal, stated that, "We don't want any Communists and Trotskylites
here," This is an extreme example, of course, but it is symbolic of the de=-
basing effect of the Front Group School of Socialist Organization.

The third trsining school for youth that I wish to dezl with is the
YPSL. Its approach I call The Training School in Opportunism for Future
Union Bureaucrats., Iembership in this school is often confused with member—
ghip in the ILGWU training school.

The main characteristic of this school is extreme distain for the past,
for history, for tradition, for serious marxist Politics. They ridicule
those who study the Russian Revolution, the history of the American larxist
movement, the Spanish Civil YWar, etc., in order to assimulate the past ex-
perience of the working class sosthat we do not make the same mistakes over
and over again. Their distain for the past has a rational basis to it, they
cemnot explein their own past as history has so clearly refuted them, Their
brilliant "new ideas" such as working within the Democratic party were re-
futed by Marx himself in the 1810's when he split from the petty bourgeois
radical parties. Any movement which cannot face up to its past cannot traln
the new generatione.

These great "democratic socialists" who devote themselves to mouthing
pleasant sounding democratic phraseology do not believe in encumbering their
membership with democracy. The YPSL is the least democratic of all the
radical organizations for it undermines internal democracy in a simple but
devastating way -~ it never votes on resolutions}! ZEvery resolution before
the l=est YPSL convention was tabled to the incoming Fetional Committee —-
no other radical group has this bad a record. The only political power in
YPSL is the small cliche of ex~Shachtmanites who run the organization in New
York for the right wing of the adult SP.

The YPSL trains its members, not in marxist politics, but the allied
arts of Bootlickmenship; how far to bernd over, how to become the lackey of
the Kandolpha, the Reuthere, the Dutinskys, There is no treining so dee=-
tructive to young people than forcing them to look upon politics as simply
a currying of favors from the bigwigs.

I ran into an old acquaintance of mine the other day *ho is presently
a union functionary and a member of the SP's "®rade Union Branch", This he
informs me is a gathering place for tired union functionaries to discuss
how to deal with the rank znd file. He tells me the ILGWU forced him to run
for office in a local even though he is on the staff and has never worked
in the industry. Such is the way the social democrats train young people.

e, on the other hand, have a different ap»roach to the building of
a movement. Ve are havpy to describe our past because we are proud of it
(para. 3). Ve openly proclaim our political views esnd staunchly defend
these in pubdlé:(para. 1 and 2). e clearly state our relationship with
the rest of the radical movement and explain why we felt it was necessary
to build an independent revolutionary youth movement (parae 4—8).

We are not a front group. e openly declare that we are in basic
political solidarity with the Socialisf “lorker's Party with vhom we share
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the heritage of revolutionary :arxism. ‘le do not attempt to hide our re-
lations with the SWP, But we are an independent youth organization. Ve
give the SWP no blanket endorsement of every resolution it may have passed
over the years., The only views we hold are those that are presented before
this organization in the form of resolutions for this organization to adopt.
Ve are organizationally an independent movement and we mean it,

Our orgenization has rich internal democratic discussions and at this
Convention there are amendments galore and full discussions and votes on
every one of them. Not one resolution will be handed over to the incoming
NC without a vote from this body for or against it. Ve believe that only
through a rich internal life can young marxists be educated; marxists vho
can assimulate the lessons of the past, understand the problems of the present,
and prepare to assist in the coming to power of the working class in the
future. Only our method can produce such a movement and this conference
shows we have made great strides towards this goal.
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Report by Fred Mazelis on the Sit—In Movement

The sit-in protest movement represents a tremendous breakthrough in the
Negro struggle in the United States towards full equality. The movement in the
South arose from a deepening disgust with the present two - party system. The
southern Negroes, especially the Negro youth, want no more of the gradual approach
which has so far brought them almost no advances. The southern sit-in movement
involves many tens of thousands of Negro students. The impetus of their struggle
has inspired thousands of Northern students to demonstrate their sympathy in
the biggest student movement in this country since the 1940's.

&nd so, we find ourselves in the middle of a very important mass movement,
the sort of movement for which we have been busily preparing for the last 3
years.

The movement is not samething initiated from above, by CORE, or the NAACP.
On the contrary, it is a movement that was initiated by the Southern students on
their own; only after they had begun the action, had stepped over the accepted
boundaries of legal attémpisiiand court cases in the struggle for c¢ivil rights,
and shown that thousnds in the South were ready to take action, did the NAACP
conclude that it was forced to give the movement 2 measure of support. The NAACP
is ready to slacken their support of the movement as soon as it showa signs of
slowing downe The criterion of the NAACP leadership for msking policy is: how
far are they forced to go, not the need of building a mass movement for racial
equality.

The radical pacifist Congress of Racial Equality moved gquickly on the sit-
ins in comparison with the NiaCP. CORE was contacted very soon after the sit-ins
began by some southern students. It has received most of the credit for the sit-

ins and probaably has the support of significant numbers 6f Seutheyn Negro
students who have become pelitically active for the first time. However, many

Southern students have shown disagreements with CORE's principled pacifism, with
its coneept of love and understanding for your enemies, be they Woolworth's, the
Scuthern authorities, and possibly even the Ku Klmx Klan,

The tactic of non-viclent mass action is implicit in the picketing and sit-
ins; it is wholly justifiable as a tactiec (when those in struggle are greatly out-
numbered in numbers and armed might), and the Southern sit-ins are the best posse
ible means at present of pursuing the struggle. It is however the transformation
of the non-violent methed into a principle which leads the struggle for equality
astray and opens the way for mass slaughter, such as is now occurring in South
Africa. :

The big area of disagreement with the pacifists and those who follow their
lead in the sit-in movement bhas not been on the level of self-defence, but on the
related questions of militant picketing as opposed to pacifist discipline. CORE's
dbscipline asserts that Northern sit-ins, not wearing a suit or tie, or using 100
pickets instead of 10, are somehow violent tactics.

Our attitude toward the sit-in movement is different from and opposed to the
attitudes of other groups, ranging from the NAACP to N&A te CORE to YPSL to the
CP youth. Ve want to see a truly IBM movement--~ broad, #hat is, involving as many
youth as possible with different political ideas-— militant, with as little
compromise toward reformism and ineffective tactics as possible~- and independent
of the conservative leaders of sections of the present mass movement on order
that it may pursue a militant policys.
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In the South the students began on their own and pushed other organizations
into action. The movement i{s now being contained to the extent that CORE and the
national leadership of the NAAGP have domination, In the North, too, the students
started on their own, In most areas our amall movement initiated action., Within
several weeks Prea. Gallagher of CCONY and A, Phillip Randolph both sar the neces=
8ity of viciously red baiting the YS and the NY Youth Committee for Intergrationy
although it happened that the YSA itself was at that time a relatively small part
of the Youth Committees The redbaiting was the direct result of the organization
of anstudent committee independent of Randolph, a committee which might disagree
with his taetics. If the movement is independent, the redbaiting is inevitable,

In New York it was possible $o move around the conservative respectable leader
-ship of CORE and A.Phillip Rendolph and organize an independent student committee
only after working with CORB, with the CP youth, and with representatives of the
Marin Luther King leadership. We has to demonstrate to the high school and college
students who were participating in the picketing just wbmt ths ppilctea of 4he
Stalinists and the reformists are, just how these policies operated to contain the
movement.,

The New York experience is very important and deserves a full reporte The -
comrades at CCNY started things rolling. An ad hoc conmittee was set up in which
the Stalinists, operating as undercover 2s possible, had a fairly comfortable
majority. From the very first week we saw the other tendencies (CP, YPSIL, liberals)
in the committee moeving cautiously away from the concept of an independent committee.
The NSA used various reekless tactics ta sabotage our action: they claimed our p
picket line as theirs, they then scheduled a rally for a different place at the
same time, and then scheduled a rally for z different place at the same time, and
they f£inally mobilized 10 people to our 400 when we had a joint rally in Washinge
ton Square, They have had an ambivalent attitude on picketing, for the most part
refusing to support setual Northern picketing.

By the time we hsd the second picket line in New York City, Bayard Rustin and
A.,Phillip Randolph had org=anized a group, oomposed mainly of YPSLs and inecluding
some campus leaders, which was moving against the Youth Committee behind the scenes,
and, of eourse, hoving the desired effeot upon the Stalinists, who began mumbling
about broadness and the ®"indispensability® of NAACP support. Their argument was
that they had "confidential" information that various groups (NAACP, CORE) were
withdrawing support and that we had no choice but to dissolve in the face of growing
attack, in the interest of the movement. We meintained that we welcomed the support
of all civil rights organizations and would strive for cooperation on points of
agreement, but that the Youth Committee mobilized hundreds of students independently,
and should continue to do so 2nd to come to its own decisions. The differences in
the committee were set forward in the following way at a rally of over 100 picketers
after the 2nd picket line: the Stalinists proposed that we discontinue picketing
the next Saturday in order to show our support to Randolph's big rally in Harlem.

We proposed that we picket in the morning and early afternoon and then go to the
Harlem rally. This was the firast step in the direction of the dissolution of the
committee, and the Stalinists used every trick they knew to win support. They
claimed that the picket lines were decreasing anyway, and that Randolph was ready to «
do anything necessary. One person got up and started red-baiting himself as well

as the YPSL and the YSA, When the vote was finally taken, the proposal to continue
picketing won with only three votes against it (a half dozen or so Stalinists ab-
atained quietly rather than expose themselves).

The third picket line was built, of course, only by us.  In the middle of that
week, however, a meeting of the Youth Committee was called. This meeting ignored
the mandate from the picketers to publicizé a third picket line. Instead, it took
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up a proposal to éisclve ¥he cammittee. This group of ®*leaders", at this point
completag unrepresentative, passed a motion to dissolve the Youth Committee
against the obvious wishes of the picketers. Only the YSAers on the cammittee
voted against the proposal, which was earried by the leaders of Advance and a.
amall group of liberals and social-democrats..

After this "dissolution” meeting, we decided to disregard the move to dis-
solve the aetion as illegal, 2nd we Issued a leaflet calling for a faourth picket
line. We distributed this leaflet, which explained that =211 statements to the

effect that the committee has been dissolved were untrue, to the hundred picket-
ers whieh came on Saturday. In the rext month we did our most important wark in
the Youth Committee, reorganizing il around the hogh school students, 2nd recru-
ting three high school students to the YSA in the course of the action.

Meanwhile, A. Phillip Randolph hi:d reorganized a new committese, the res-
pectable-sounding Metropolitan Students for Non-Vielent Civil Rights Aetion. This
committee, which several Stalinists have been =2ble to join while posing as liberals
h:s orgznized at most one ar two picket lines of =bout 10 people. They have Been
entirely ignored by the high school sSudents, while the more ®conservative®
college students have in large part withdrawn from the movement, Advance had found
itself completely isolated, and now has small picket lines in its own name in
neighborhood zreas. It should be adde& that the Youth Committee involves many
students from the CP periphery.

Red~baiting has been the important issue which has tended to differsntiate
the student movement. Our position i{s8 that red-baiting is the number one tzectic
of the Southern raeists, who use it for the two-fold purpose of evading 3 ratio-
nzl defence of segregation :nd of frightendng the petty bourgeois leadership of
the civil rights movement into condueting their own witch hunt and thus splitting
the movement. The only =answer to red-eaiting, whether it comes from Eastland or
Randolph, is to stand firm,to reject it in the same way fighting unionism re jected
it Submitting te the red-baiting serves not the intergration struggle, but the
enemjies of the Negroes and the working people as = whole,

Our a2im is to organize around the present lesdership, the adult betrayers of
the civil rights struggle. Vie have learned that we must organize around them in
order to build a rezlly effective, militant movement., The way to organize around
them, however, is first to approach and wark with if possible the dther tendencies
and the mass organizations, so 28 to educate the ranks of the movement in the pro-
cesse The majority of the students would not have come with us in New York if we
had not demonatrated through the tactic of the united front that the policies of
the reformists and those who are tail ending them are incorrect.

In many areas, it is necessary to use the tactic used in New York in launch-
ing and ad hoc committee truly independent of the conservative eledmnis; That
means pushing for a militant poliey in 2 very broad committee dominated by reform-
ist elements, and then leading z broad militant ad hoc committee not pledged to
respectability or reformism, when this becomes possible., This was done in New York
after a struggle with the reformists. In some cases it is possible to immediately
organize an ad hoc committee in which we have the leading influence. IN either
case the end result ahould be 2 committee which involves significant numbers of
non-YSaers in its policy making, and which uses the tactic of 2dvocating as full
cooperation as possible with the éther eivil rights organizations on the points
upon which there is agreement.

OQur specific plans for the immidiate future in the sit-in movement should
be to go ahead with plans for mass picketing and demonstration on May 17, to
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organize a nationwide petition drive for a boycott pledge to be prbsented to
Woolworth'se on May 17th, to organize permanent student intergration committees,
and to participate in local intergration activities where possidle,

Note: To bring the movement up to date: Between 8,000 and 9,000 signa-
tures were accumilated within a month, most from NYC but some from LA, Twin
‘ities, Philadelphia, Boston, and Detroit.,

Randolphts Metropoliten Students Committee disbanded quickly. The I'YYCFI
.ontimied picketing until the end of liay. In other areas picketing continued
scnewhat longer, although the general pattern was one of a decline in the
tsSudent movement as the summer approached. The sl t~ins have already won s ome
v'.gnificant victories in Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, and Texas. A
Ligh level of activity is antiecipated in the fell,
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Summery of Report by Jim Robertson on the Constitution

The main point to this discussion on the constitution is that of the
education of our membership in the purposes and implications of the or
ganizational model presented here as against alternatives.

We need an organizational form for a youth movement which is Bolshevist
in spirit and purpose. We want to overthrow the existing social order.
This is a large task and for it special requirements are raised such as are
not found in those conventional groups and backgrounds from which most youth
coming into the movement draw sich organizational experience as they possess,
Two written materials are recommended to amplify on the present remarks. The
current issue of Labour Review, published by our British Trotskylst comrades,
is principally devoted to a really beautiful presentation of the "organiza-~
tional question," treated topically, historically and philesophically. Second,
the "General Considerations® (Pg. 20 of the Detroit Conference Bulle tin)
introducing our Interim Organizational lMotion is worthy of note since it is
with the present Constitution that the sims there expressed are realiged.

The Young Soclalist Alliance is not the vanguard party. Thus our
constitutional rules are not Democratic=Centralist in the formal sense; how-
ever, they are democratic and centralizeds Our proposed procedures are not
Just a2 "softened™ version of the constitution of the vanguard, combat party
of the working class. For exsmple, in some ways "tougher® rules are needed
because of the well-known instability of youth locals and the rapid turnover
of national committee members through migration and "graduation.® But at
bottom it is not a matter of Yharder® or "softer®, rather the fact is that
vhile a revolutionary youth movement is very eimilar to, it is not identical
with, a revolutionary partys The essense of our democracy is that the membere
ship has and practices the supreme right to decide YSA program and leadership
in full debate and conflict. An essential point of our centraliem is that
such struggles are not carried on outside the organization,.

There is another kind of youth organization we c ould have sought 1f we
had made the wrong turn sometime back: a federated organization of autonomous
local groups, But in practice such a varient could only mean discussion
groups of young people functioning as transient appendages to local party
branches. This hypothetical varient suffers not a few flaws: (1) in ell
likelihood i1t would not have been viable pest the end of the regroupment
period; (2) in any case it would be totally insufficient to win and lead
youth for the revolutionary tendency and in competition with the Stalinist
and Social-Democratic youth formations; (3) thus at bottom it is a trivial
substitution for & youth movement in the abstract end concretely would have
been its dissolution.

Let us take a quick look at the Young People's Socialist League., They
have as a fundamental axis of structure, a form that is outside the frame-
work of revolutionary socialism: that is -~ a basic division between the .
rank-and-file members and the leaders. In YPSL, the members have many
"rights" -~ referenda, no co-option to the Natl onal Committee, a continous
discussion, adopted resolutions are not binding on individuals, etc., etc.
The leaders bave no rights over the members (except to throw them out occa-
sionally). But the members have no rights over the leaders, either}

For us the main thing is the matter of our political program. This is
the unifying agent between members and ieaders. The leaders are selected
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on the basis of their political 2im as are the leaders of any minority. Our
alternative to bureaucracy is the right to factionalism. Thus, for us, the
1lines of possible difference are more-or-less vertical, ie. members and
leaders versus members and leaders, not the horizontal division of members
vs., leaders, Indeed it is & sign of the degeneration of en organization when
the line of divisions start to bend over, to become horizontal,

Our constitution is a plece of paper. By itself it camnot make of us
more genuine revolutionaries. We cammot find in eny document a "fourth di-
mension” to guarantee our purity.

As a concluding point, note that with one difference the present draft
constitution is but an expansion upon the Interim Motion adopted at our last
Jational Conference in Detroit. The change comes from the magnitude of the
sxpansion 1tself. The YSA tokes upon itself its own discipline instead of
informally using the disciplinary backbone of the party (as in dealingwith
the late Marcyites). But with this step comes responsibility which has per-
haps made some comrades uneasy. We have the capacity to damage our youth
novement through the abuse of the powers proposed for the local units inre-
sation to members and for the leading committees t oward the YSA as a whole.
This is not en argument against such powers being used by our locals and
~ommittees. But there must be recognition that such authority is a two edged

#ord with which we can cut ourselves, too.

Not the only, but the decisive considerati on which guides us is that
e ars agroup of struggle. We must have the power to act, and quickly and
.atl oritatively when need be, ‘



Minutes of the Conference for the Organization of the Nationmal
Students for Dobbs and Weigs Committee

Saturday, April 16, 1960

6:00 pm - Conference convened by Nora Roberts.
Chairmen, Nora Roberts,

The opening remarks addressed to the conference were made by
Nora, "We have vast opportunities for making an appeal on campus
to both liberal and radical students. We feel we can best teke .
advantage of these opportunities through the medium of a campus
group organized as a Committee for Dobbs and Weiss,

"The main concept is to build up a protest vote against both of
the capitalist parties, the Democrats and Republicans...”

Discussion followed:

Pete Camejo, Boston; ilotion to set up a Students for Dobbs and
Weiss Committee nationally and to elect a co-ordinator. MOTION
CARRIED

Eve Chertov, Philadelphia; tlotion that Nora Roberts be the
National Co-ordinator. MOTION CARRIED

7:00 pm - Meeting adjourned.
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Memorandum on the 1960 Elections

American experience, past and present, has confirmed that, as in
all other countries, political parties are organizations of economic classes
and in fact are totally incomprehensible unless viewed primarily from this
standpoint. Our principled opposition to the Republican and Democratic
parties is based on their character as class parties of capitelism, This is
demonstrated by the historic origins of these parties, the unfailing consis-
tency of their policies in defense of the interests of the capitalist class,
and the composition of their leading cdrcles.

The pattern of history has shown that at one stage or another the
working class feels impelled to organize itself into its own party. That
this has not yet been the case in America only indicates that this step is
still on the agends of unfinished tasks. Digillusionment in the capitalist
parties is already evident in significant sectors of the working class who
see the "politicians® as the opponent on the picket line and in the government
bodies. This growing disaffection plus the now accepted theory that labor must
be in politics indicates that the historical t rend in America likewise is to-
vard an independent party of labdor,

The first national conference of the supvorters of the YCING SOCIALIST
translated these general conceptions into the proposition that the duty of
socialists 1s to help the labor movement meke its inevitable break with the
Democratic Party by propagandizing for a Labor Party. Therefore the confer-
ence rejected the policy of the Communist Party and the Socialist Party-Social
Democratic Federation of supporting the Democratic Party. The conference saw
as one of the most effective means for such education the support of inde~
pendent socialist candidates in the elections against the capitalist poli-
ticians. The founding conference of the “Young Socialist Alliance’ re-
endorses this point of view,

Apart from these general considerations the 1960 elections have a
special import to us.

Recent events (the steel strike, Griffin-ILandrum, Kennedy bill) have
disclosed that e significant break in class relations has taken place in this
country. TFor over a decade the American capitalist class has been in &
position to offer sufficlent concessions to the American workers to forstall
the independent political development of labor. The post war period, in the
main has been characterized by the spirit of class collaboration between the
capitalists and the official leaders of the labor movement, It is now evident
that the capitalist class feels that this situation cannot be maintained in the
1960's, The capitalists correctly surmise that they are facing such economic
ills that there is no alternative except to attempt to cut their labor costs,
i.es the standard of living, This break in policy will undoubtedly result in
a rising curve of class struggle in the decade to come.

While this new situation in American politics has not yet produced
a mass bresk with the Democratic party it has already prepared a more re-
ceptive audience for socialist education especially among the youth,

The 1960 elections thus provide a megnificent opportunity for social-
ists to reach, educate and prepare militant youth to play an indispensable
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role in the coming decade of class s truggle. The Young Socialist Alliance
is determined to participate in the 1960 elections to the full.

Ye commend the Socialist Workers Party for all of its efforts to
encourage the broadest socialist intervention in the coming elections, Ve
appreciate the boldness of their venture to field a presidential ticket against
the candidates of capitals, The SWP will be the only party in the election to
advocate the formation of a labor party bdased on the trade unions, and the
only party vhich has fought for a united electorel slate of &ll socialists
against the two capitalist parties, It will also campaign for a class-struggle
progrem at home and against the policy of American imperiallism abroad, For
these reasons the SWP will be the only practical rallying point for sociall sts
vho went to oppose capitalism in the 1960 election period. Theirs will be
the only ticket to call for a Labor Party. ‘e recognize that their campeign
will provide us with an attractive mechanism to increase our influence on the
American campus.

Therefore we offer our support to t ke candidates of the SWP and
pledge ourselves to work actively for the largest possidle vote for socialism
this November,
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VHERE VE STAND; Founding Declaration
of The "Young Socialist Alliance"

1. The *Young Socialist Alliance is founded in response to the need
Ffor a natien-wide youth organization capable of bringing revolutionary
soclalist ideas to & new generation. This is necessary for building a re-
rolutionary movemmnt which can lead the working class to socialism. The YSA
bases itself on the traditions of marxian socialism as developed by Lenin,
Trotsky, lLuxemburg and Liebknecht. 'e believe that socialiem can be initiated
only as the result of struggle, international in scope, of the working class
ageinst the capitalist class and ite allies -- the struggle culminating in
she creaticn. of a new type of state, a workers! state. Socialism means thur
for the first time in history man will control his own creation —- society --
rather than be controlled by it The dynamic of socialism is of a continual
expension of human freedom in all spheres: in politice, economics, culture =
and in every asnect of nmersonal life.

2. In December, 1958, the Yational Conference of Young Socialist
Supporters, which is now superceded by the “Ycung Socialist Alliance", issue?
an eight point political statement:

(1) TFor a labor marty by the union movement, 48 -an immediate goal,
for independent political action through united and independent social-
ist electoral opposition to the two capitalist parties.

(2) Unconditional backing of the fight for full equality by the
Negro people and other minorities,

(3) i'ilitent opnosition to the entire witchhunt with special focus
on the witchhunt on the campus and the ﬂol1tlca1 screening of youth
in connection with military service,

(4) Support to the colonial peoples! struggles for freedom and in-
devendence. For the withdrawal of all imperialist troops from foreign
' soil,

(5§ ~Advocacy of workers power as the only nrogressive alternative

to the capitzalist drive fowar@lmilitaryrdictatorship and fascism,
atdrive recently illustrated by General deGaulle's placement in power
in France,

(6) Support to strugsles for workerd democracy in the Soviet Union -
and Peoples Republics such as the Polish and Fungsrian workers! re-
volutions. Opposition to attemmts of immerialism to reestablish dom—
ination over this section of the world.

(7) Ageinst further nuclear tests and the build~up of the U.S. war
machine, the success of the struggle agalnsf the capitalist war danger
and for world peace denends upon the success of the struggle for inter-
naticnal socialiem,

€) TFor the regrourment of revolutionery sociclist ycuth into an in-
deperdont, bdrozd and militani national v uth srganizstion based on e
edltoria]_ p\,llﬁ'v’ cf the YUITF JVCI~ ‘31':‘

£
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This earlier statement, which is based upon the principles outlined
jn this declaration, illustrates the general political views upon which the
Young Socialist Alliance is founded. In other resolutions at this confer-
ence and at'later conferences a fuller political program will be elaborated.

Origin of YSA

3. The "Young Socialist Alliance" is the result of a political pro=-
cess which began in 1956 with a crisis which rocked the then exigting rad-
icel youth groups.s A left wing was formed in the -Young Socialist League-
‘n oppositicn to the dissolution of that organization and its entrance into
the Socialiy Party~-Social Democratic Federation cn the basis of the refor-
rist views o7 the SP=SDF., Under the impaci of the crisis of Stalinism the
Comrunist Party was forced to dissolve its youth organization, the Labor
Youth League., Some young people from the LYL and other organizations peri-
pheral to the CP joined with the YSL left wing, young members of the Social-
ist Yorkers I'arty and independents to publish the YOUNG SOCIALIST., In Decem—
ber, 1958, in Detroit, the Young Socialist Sunporters organized themselves
into the Fai’onal Committee of Young Socialist Supvorters as a sten toward
the formatiocn of a national "Young Socialist alliznce®, Since thet time the
YS Supporters have grown in strength to the point where they cen accomplish
the national orgenization of a revolutionary youth movement,

4, The present policies of the Young People's Socialist League, youth
affiliate of the SP-SDF, and the Comrunist Party youth flow historically
from the rejection by their parent movements internationally of a socialist
perspective. Since 1914 the parties of the Second International have be-
come allies and defenders of the capitalist system. In theory they have re-
Jected the concept of socialist revolution and put in its place the improve-
ment of capitelism by social reform. In practice the Social-Democrats have
consistently taken government posts to aid the capitalists in surviving re-
volutionary upheavals., After the first World War the Social~Democratic :.%
parties were the main props under the collapsing capitalist system and after
the Second World Var performed the same function with the aid of the Communist
parties,

Similarly the Comminist International since the rise of Stalin has
abandoned its heritage of revolutionary socialism, Under the theory of
"Socialism in One Country", the Communist parties everyvhere were transformed
into servile tools of the Russian buresucracy. In practice the Stalinists
have played a role fundamentally identical to that of the Social-Democracys
On orders from the Kremlin Stalinist parties in country after country have
helped to sizve off revoluticn, to help capitalism to survive.

5. T.c Social Democracy and the Communist International suport in
one fashion or another the continued existence of the capitalist system and
fear a frontal conflict between the contending class forces. lle, as revo=
lutionary socialists, reject completely the concept that socialism can be
brought into existence piece~meal. Socialism can only come through the
complete overturn of the present canitalist states and their replacement
with a workers'! state. Such a revolutionary development is the end result
of a irrepressible struggle between the capitalist class and the working
class., ‘e give our full support to the working class in this struggle.
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6. The Young Peoples Socialist League is not a Marxian sociclist or-
ganigation, It and its parent affiliate are not only incapable of 1leading
a socialist transformation of society, they are not even capable of promot—
ing basic socialist education. Today, for example, they favor workizng with-
in the capitalist Democratic Party rather than supporting independent sociel -
i3t political action. The leadership of the SP-SDF lines up with the Amer—
ican State Dcpartment and the YPSL refuses to disavow this policy. B8earch-
ing for "respectability" the YPSL hes forfeited any claim to represent
socialism before American youth.

CP Youth Incapable

7. The young sunporters of the Commmunist Party (as yet not nation-
=11y organized) are likewise incapable of bringing a revolutionary program
to american vouth, Theyv, even more than the YPSL, are engaged in the class
collaborationist nolicies of support to the Democratic Party. The Commnist
Party youth cre apologists for the buresucratic dictatorship that rules the
USSR and othar Soviet bloc countries and as such are compromised before in-
~airing youtil.

2« In addition to the Communist Party youth, the YPSL and the YSA,
there exists a numerically significant grouving of young so¢ialists who have
no national affilietion. Any number of these belong to campus socialist
clubs and carry on organized socialist activity on a local basis. Politically,
these people may be new to socialism, having not yet made up their minds as
to which of the national youth groups they support, or they mzy be g mpathe-
tic in one way or another with one of these three nationsl bodies. Yhile
these campus groups are immortant and should be supoorted as a way of reach-
ing larzer mumbers of youth with socislist ideas they can be no sulstitute
for national organization. It is only through national organiza tion that it
is possible to publish a paper, send ovt speakers on tour, really educate
socialist youth through organizational responsibility and participation in
working out the political views of a national group, and cerry out concerted
national activity for socialisme In fact, one of the functions of a nation-
wide youth organization is to zid in the establishment, s tebilization and
extension of broad socialist campus clubs,

9+ The revolutionary socialist youth are well avare“that by themselves

youth cannot lead the working class to vower. Thet is the historic task of

a wvorking class revolutionzry narty. The revolutionary youth played a very
active role in the regrovpment process in the hope that a pegrouped and en-
larged revolutionary perty with vhich the YS could establish close relation-
ship would cmerge. The YS participated in the american Forum-for Sccilallist
Education, leocal forum grouns, end the Independent~Socialist Party inFew
York State.

Regroupment Tally

10. The regrounment nrocess did not result in the formation of a
new united revolutionary party. On the contrary, older political formations
such s the Tndependent Socialist League and its vouth organization, the
Young Socielist Lecgue, e nd the American Socialist magazine disappeared.
ilost of the indivicdusls who supported the CP left politics rather than try
to discover a2 new but difficult path. '
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The right-wing socielist groups, the SP, SDF, and ISL, conducted their
own regroupment into the SP~SDF, with its reformist, pro-State Department,
anti-class struggle views. The Communist Party suffered a precipitous decline
through the rezrovment process. Having lost all its influence in working
class poli*’-‘:é 5t remains simply an apologlist for the Kremlin. The Socizlist
Labor Per-. .imply ignored the regroupment process and was ignored by it.

e & .ialist Workers Party conducted a campaign for a regrounment of revo~
.- cionayy sccialists, attracting to itself from all groupings individucls
whe s%ill wished to strugile for revolutionary socialism,

11. The Young Socialist Alliance and the Socialist Workers Party z.re
the only revolutionary socialist groups in the United States today. The
YSA recognizes that only the SWP of al 1 existing political parties is capabls
of providing the working class with political leadership on class struggle
rrincipless 4s a result of its threeyear development the suporters of the
YOUNG SOCIALIST heve come into basic politital solidarity, on the principlec
of revolutionary socialism, with the SWP.

12, The Young Socialist Allience is an independent organization which
olect. its m officers and works out its own political views. The YSAi bases
iteself on the principles of the organizational independence of the revolu-
tionary youth orgenizztion and opens its doors to 2ll young people--regardless
of other affiliation-- who agree with its socialist principles and acocept its
progran,

13. The Young Socialist Allience will, to tle best of its ability,
bring liarxian sociclism to American youth, But this is not enough. The
only socialism which deserves the name is international socialism, The YSA
declares its political solidarity with revolutionary youth in 211 countries. '
The present Social-Democratic "International Union of Socialist Youth" and
the non-socialist . successor to the Young Communist International, the Vorld
Federation of Democratic Youth, are travesties on the concept of socialist
internationalism. The YS& will wor with others towerd the creation of a new
revolutionary sociallist youth international which will represent organiza-
tionally the political solidarity of socialist youth,
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‘CORSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIAYCE
Artiole I. INE

The neme of this organization shall be the YOUNG SOCIALIST ALT-IANCE, here-~
after referred to as the YSA,

Article II. STATE E'T OF PURPOSE

. WPhe Young Socialist Alllance is founded in response to the need for a
nztion-wide youth organization capeble of bringing revolutionary socialist ideas
to & new generation., This is necessary for building a revolutionary movement
which can lead the working class to socialism, The YSA bases iteself on the tra-
ditions of Marxien socialism as developed by Lenin, Trotsky, Luxemburg end Lieb-
knecht. We believe that socialism can be initiated only as the result of struge -
gle, international in scope, of the working clase against the capitaliet class
end its allies - the struggle culminsting in the creation of & new type of s tate,
a workerg' state, Socialism means that for the first time in history man will
control his own creation '~ society - rather than be controlled by it, The dy-
namic of socialiem is of a continual expansion of humen freedom in all spheres:
in polities, economics, culture and in every aspect of personal 1life,"

from the Founding Declaration of the YSA
Articte III. }EIBZRSEIP

Section 1. kiembe‘?'éhi? in the YSA is open to those young people vho agres
with the Statement of Purpose and who. eaccept the programe nd policies of the
YSA_, ‘regerdless of nembership or non-membership _in any adult socialist party.

Section 2. Applicants for membership shall be voted on by the local unit
in their Pocale., - In those sreas vhere no unit exists, applicants shall be
passed on by the National Executive Committee (NEC) and if accepted, be given the
status of member-at-large. - . _

Section 3. . Every member ghall belong to a local uriit if s:uch exists in the
area, Exceptions to this policy may be made only by the FEC. Members-at-large .
shall be directly responsible to the NEC for the conduct of their political work,

Section ¥, Fach new member shall pey one dollar initiation fee which shall
be forwerded to the Fational Office, liembership dues are a minimum of fifty
cents a month and all of this minimum amount shell be forwarded to the National
Offices

Section 5, Any member more then one month in arrears in dues ceases to be
in good standing, Only members in good standing may vote or hold office in the
IS4, Any member more than three months in arrears in dues shall be d.ropped
from YSA membership after notification.

Section 6. liembers shall be guided in their pont"ical work by the program
and policies of the YSA. In pursuing thelrwork they mey not take action which
is in contradiction with YSA program or policies,

Section 7. TYSA programand policies in all areas, institutions and organi-
xations shall be carried out by the members in that situationacting as an o
ganized body and subject to the decisions of higher bodies of the YSA.
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Article IV, NATIOVAL CONFZREICE

Section 1. The YSA shall meet snnually in a delegated National Conference.
The National Gonference is the highest body of the YSA,

Section 2. The National Conference shall be called by the MVational Commit-
tee (I ES which.slall provide for a pre-conference discussion period of at least
ninety days in issuing the conference call. The ninety day period s hall begin
only vhen the principel majority resolutions have been published,

Section 3. The pre~conference d iscussion shall include the publication by
the NEC of national membership bulletins containing all resolutions and dis-
cussion material submitted by members and bodles of the YSA, Local units have
the responsibility of providing adequate time in meetings for dlscussion on all
material submitted for wnference dpcision,

Section 1& In the event a special, emergency Fational Conference is called,
the length of the pre-conference d iscussion period may be reduced.

Section 5. The election of conference delegates s hall take place in local
units, The ratio of delegates to members sheall be set by the NC in the confer-
ence call, Only those vho were YSA members before t he conference call and who
are in good standing at the time of delegates! election may vote for or run as

"delegates, Units mey elect alternate delegates.

Section 6. Vhere there is a political division in electing delegetes,
election shall teke plcce on the basis of & proportional representation system
as set by the 1'C in the conference czll. A political d ivision shall be consid-
ered esteblished and defined by the nresentatiion for vote of a written document
as the basis for representation.

Section 7, NC members and alternates not elected as conference delegetes
shall be fraternal delegates with voice but only a consultative vote.

Article V. JATIOJAL COrMITTEE

Section 1, The National Committee shall be the highest body of the YSA
between Wational Conferences, The NC shall have final authority between Vation-
al Conferences over all YSA publications, publie or internal, local or natlonal,
and over all YSA bodies, local, district, regional mud netionel.

Section 2. The ™C shall consist in e ize of such members and numbered al-
tezntes as is set by the Pational Conference. In electing the ¥C, if political
divieions are present, the Nationel Conference shzll use a proportional system
with the limitation that a conference majority is entitled to a minimum of three
fifths of the NC seats.

Section 3. The NC mey co-opt members to itself in the event its list of
alternates is exhausted, or if it is so required in order to maintain the pro-
portional politicel eepresentation established at the preceeding National Con-
ference, or in order to maintain the size of the NEC,

Section }_%_. During its annuel regular term of office, the NC shall meet at
least three times, including immediately after and before National Conferemces.

Afticle VI, FATIOVAL EXECUTIVE CO!" ITTER
Section 1. The NC shall elect from among its mewmbers a Natlonal Executive
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Committee to serve es its resident executive committee,

Section 2. The NEC s hall act on behalf of the NC between its deliberati ons
and shall be responsible for such workae is delegated to it by the NC. The NC
has the right of review of all NEC actions and decisions, Among the normal
functions of the NEC will be the supervision of the National Office and natiomel
publications, amd the appointment of t he nationel s taff.

Section 3. Minority tendencies shall be entitled to the same proportion of
seats on the NEC as on the NC,

Section h The NEC shall meet at least twice monthly snd shall s end minutes
Jf its meetings to all members and alterna.tes of the NC,

Article V1I. NATIONAL OFFICERS

Section l. The National Officers of the YSA shall be directly responsible
for t helr woPk to the NECand ahall be elected by the NC from among its members
on the NEC. The NC shall elect & Nationa) Chairmen, Wational Secretary and
such other National Officers as it deems necessary,

Section 2. The National Chairmen shall be the political spokeeman of the
YSA and shall be the convener of the NEC,

Section 3. The National Secretary s hall be responsible for the administra~
tion of the National Office.

Article VIII. LOC4L, DISTRICT AI'D REGIONAL ORGANIZATION

Section 1. Five or more members in a locality upon aprlication to the
YEC may be chartered and known as & local unit. The maximum size of a local
shall be fifty members,

Section 2. B local unit shall be administered in a regular fashion. Each
local shall elect a chairmen and such other officers and working committees as
are required to carry out the local'e responsibilities including financial,
secretarial and educational functions and the circulation of the YSA press.
Normally a unit will elect an executive committee to act on the local's behalf
between the latter's meetings and undertake such other worka s assigned by the
locals local elections shall take place no less often than twice a year,

Section 3. Vhere more then one unit exists in a locale or wvhere a single
unit has grown unwieldy, a2 district organization may be set up, subject to the
approval of the NEC. A district organization shall include a dlstrict executive
committee, elected by the entire district membership meeting in conference, and
such officers as the district executive committee may select, Between district
conferences, the district executive committee shall be the highest body wit hin
the district organization. District conferences shall take place no less of ten
than once a year,

Section f%_. In geographically larger arees regional c ommittees may be s et
up, subject to the approval of the NEC, Between delegated regional conferences,
thé regional committee shall be the highest body within the regional organiza-
tion. Reglonal conferences shall take place no less often than a nnually.

Y
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Article IX. TRIAL PROCEDURE

Section 1. Any member or body of the YSA may bring charges egainst any
member for violation of the constitutional articles, program or policies of the
YSA. The charges must be initially presented in writing to the highest body of
which the accused is a member. That body may constitute itself as the trial
committee or may refer the charges to a lower body of which the accused isa —- " .
member, Charges may be d ismessed at any time by the body having jurisdictiona t
that time.

Sectian 2. No body shall meet as a trial committee unless all members
have been informed in advance of the business at hand, The accused must be give:
notice of the trial date and a copy of the charges at least 15 days preceedinyz
she trial. ZFailure to gppear or tosend & letter of defense in the absense of
cxcuse for such failure shall be grounds for conducting the trial in absentia,

Section 3. The disciplinary measures vhich are available in the event the
accused is found guilty are, in increasing order of severity: censure, private
or public, suspension and expulsion. These measures may be applied only as a
result of the trial proceedures outlined in this article. To censure or suspend
asimple majority vote is needed, to expell a two thirds vote majority is required

Section 4, The accused or accuser may appeal the decision (dismdssal of
charges, guilt or innocence, or the severity of discipline) of any body %o the
next higher one, up to and including the National Conference whose decision shall
be final, An appeal must be filed within 15 days after the action being appealed.

Article X. I!ISCEILANEQUS PROVISIONS

Section 1. Amendments to this constitution may be made only by the National
Conference. All members of the YSA shall be provided with a copy of the consti-
tution.

Section 2. All decisions in the YSA shall be by simple majority vote e xcept
when otherwise specified by this constitution. No second shall be required for
motions in any body of the YSA, The chairman of all meetings and committees has
a right to voice and vote. The nay vote hall be taken first in calling the
question.

Section 3. Al all meetings of the YSA Roberts! Bules of Order (Revised)
shall govern the proceedings, except where theyare in conflict with this consti~
tution.

Section 4. Members of a higher body of the YSA shall have the right to
attend and speak at all meetings of lower bodies within the jurisdiction of the
higher body,.

Section 5. Local units and other bodies may adopt such bye-laws supplemental
to this constitution as they deem desirable, providing such bye-laws are not in
conflict with this constitution or the decisions of higher bodies.

adopted by Founding Conference
April 17, 1960



