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YOUNG SOCIALIST DRAMT RISOLUTION
ON TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES
General Orientation

l. Our goal is the building of a revolutionary socilalist
youth movement in the United States. The general political char-
acter of such a movement was defined by the Detroit National Con-
ference of Young Socialist Supporters. The conference also organ=-
ized the basic nucleus that will lead in the building of a revo=-

lutionary socialist youth movemant.

2, It is our task now to elaborate a general orientation for
our work in building such a youth movement in the current period,
The United States today is still marked by the existence of the
witchhunt and a relative degree of political conservatism among the
working class, Within this general framework, however, signs of
discontent on the part of the masses of people are beginning to be
noted, These stem from the impact of continued large-scale unenm-
ployment within the country and the "brink of war" approach of U,S,
foreign policye. It is under these conditions that we must today
strive to bulld a revolutionary socialist youth movement,

Our History & Regroupment

3e The forces that now constitute the basic cadre of revo=-
lutionary sociallist youth were assembled primarily through a pro=-
cess of regroupment, over the last two years, within the socialist
youth movement itselfs The concept of a revolutionary socialist
youth movement was first formulated by the left wing within the
now defunct Young Socialist League as an alternative to the right-
ward movement of that organizatlon towards the official social
democracye

o After it was forced out of tho ¥YSL in the fall of 1958,
the left wing joincd forces with the youth of the Socialist Workers
Party and a number of independents to launch the Young Socialist,
The Young Socizlist has consistently promulgated revolutionary
socialist views among young pcople and promoted the regroupment of
socialist youth on all levels.

5, This new youth cadrc joined with others more distant from
revolutionary socialist politics, primarily from the Stdl inist
milieu. Local discussion clubs werc formed on the basis of organi-
zational independence from any adult tendency, broadness in com-
position and common action wherever possible, Thesc new clubs pro-
vided a milieu within which revolutionary youth could reach others
with their idcas.

6. By the time of the Detroit Clonference of Young Socialist -
Supportcrs, these local formations of a broader political coloration
than the Young Socialist had, by and large, cither disappearcd or
changed their political complexion. Those clements within the
clubs, who did not agrec with the political outlook of the ¥S,
tonded to lcave and the uncommitted elements began more and noro
to idontify with the ¥S. Sincc the Detroit Confercnce the general
trend has been further in thce d rection of solidifying the former
broad clubs with the ¥S. In addition, ncw ¥S clubs have been form-
cd to replacc defunct broadcr clubs,
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7+ These developments mark a new stage in the building of a
revolutionary youth movement, However, they do not mark an end to
~ the regroupment process, The ¥YS now has the highly important polit-
ical advantagc of having activcly participated in this process and
establishing itself as the only tendeney among youth to further
regroupment in every way possible: through participation in the
Amcrican Forum for Socialist &ducation, through the formation of .
broad local youth clubs, through unitcd soccialist clectoral activi-
ty, and through its recadincss to work in a united way with all
socialist youth regardlcss of their difforencos with the policics
of the YS. Because of this policy and its continucd willingness to
rcmove any organizational barriers that might prevent leftward-

- moving forces Ifrom becoming a part of the futurc rcvolutionary so-
cialist youth wmovement, tho Young Socialist will, in the period
ahoad, continuc to attract young poople coming from other sociale-
ist backgrounds,

Campus Oricntation

8. As a youth organization it is our spccial task to reach
young people as they arc asscmbled by society into a separatc ore
ganized cntity. In the Unitcd Statcs today this mecans our oricntate
ion must be toward the campus youth. for it is on the campus that
young pcople arc organized scparately irom older poople, where thoy
have speccial problems and intcrests, and whero they arc able to
play a certain social and politlical rolece. A youth oricntation
thorofore is cqual to a campas oricntat lon,

9. The American campus is primarily pctty bourgcois in its
class composition., Political arathy is prevalont on all campuscs
and an orientation toward a carecr =- to gct ahcad in the old Hor-
atio Algcer sensc -- is the dominant idecology of the American cole
lego student. The American campus differs from thosc in other capi-
talist lands in that a much highcer perecentage of students in the
lower incomc brackct can be found. This will bo of cxtrome impor-
tance when theo class struggle begins to incrcasc in intensity.

10, Today signs ¢an be scen of the beginnings of an awakoning
among all social strata on tho campus. These signs take the form
of increased support to liberal activitics such as SANE, the Youth
March for Intcgratcd Schools, and now student partics like SLATE,
Also the more radical clcments on campus have particlpated in a
modest revival of socialist activity on some campuscs with the fore
mation of ncw socialist clubse There has been a growth of older
clubs, and an inteorcstcd responsc to socialist speakcrs on many
campuscse

11, Thc currcnt rcccssion has cngendered in the minds of
young pcople an incrcasing scnsc of insccuritye. They roalizce that
upon lcaving school they facoc a glutted labor markect, The constant
threat of war together with the continuation of the draft adds to
this fecling of insccurity. Howcver, thc insccurity has not recached
a point wherc any largce scction of Amcrican youth arc willing to
cngage in any significant action against the rocession or tho war
drivo,
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12, Our campus work must thercfore bc conductcd primarily on a
propangandistic level. We should utilize such insecurity as does
cxist to propagondize for a socialist solution to the problems
posecd by capitalism. furthor, we should not artificially linit our
propaganda on tho campus to so-callcd "youth qucstions." Young
people arc intcrcsted in all political questions that face the
working class and the whole world, Young pcoplec arc further at-
tracted by the socialist idcal itsclf and we, above all, should not
hide our sociolist ideontity or minimize the socialist contcent of
our propaganda for the sakc of "issucs" zs do the Communist Party
youth and to a lesscr extent the social-democratic youthe

13, The American student body is not homogencous, Its largest
section is made up of students whosc intcllectual intcercsts arc
very narrows such aa speeilalized cngincersy, busincss aduinistration
majors and tho likc, That scction of the student population which
is conccrncd primarily with idcas of a social, political or litc-
rary naturc, the intcllcctual clements, arc thc most likely to be
interecsted in socialism. It is important, thcreforec, to strive to
become the coenter of a rcvival of Harxist thought on the campus,
in addition to putting forward goncrcl socialist propagandaes Those
intellectual clcoments will find Marxist philosophical and histori-
cal methods attractive as woll as socialist politicse

1y, The goneral tactics of our forces on campus should be:
(a) To push thc salc of the Young Sccialist; (b) To work toward the
formation of campusg clubs affiliatcd to the Young Soclalist. Howe
cver, under many d rcumstanccs, it nmay bo advisable to work inside
cxisting clubs cven if thesce arc distant from the polities of the
YS, or to form with othcers broad clubs on 2 non~cxclusion basis,
Formal or informal support of the ¥S should bc our general goal
for work with such clubs; (c¢) In addition to functioning on campus
openly as socialists, our forccs should participate in and help
initiatec broader movcecments of students which have gencrally progres-
sive but non-socialist ailms, Thesc include anti-nuclear tests
movements and demonstrations, strugglcs against the witchhunt, op-
position to fraternity domination of campus politics, anti-scgre-

- gation strugglcs such as the Youth March for Intcgratcd Schools,

We should participate in such broadcer united student fronts as
socialists, as supportecrs of the ¥S, and not attcmpt to hide our
identity. Wc should favor in such movcuments a policy of nonecxclu-
sion, including toward youth idontiricd with the CP where such
youth oxiste

15, The work of our comrades on cuapus should be given first
priority by our local supportcrs. dvery 2id should be given to cam=
pus fractions aond the local youth lcadeorship should work closely
with these fractions, In thosc cases wherc we do not have any
forces on campus cvery offort should be made to gain acccess to the
campus through: (a) Sales and distributions of the ¥S at the cam=
pus; (b) Possible frco sprooch fights in comnection with our right
to distribute dircctly on campus; (c) Strect moctings in front of
campuscs; (d) Spceinl attention to cxisting contacts who arc stu-
dents; (c¢) Encouraging any tccnago comrades to go to a collego
where they con do meaningful politic:l work.
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16, The high school compus is of considorable importance and
will inercasc in impar tonce as the country moves to the left. In
a number of arcas very fine response has been gainced from distri-
butions and strccet mectings in front of high school campuscs and
a number of high school students have bocome ¥YS supporters. Special
attention should be paid to the possibility of organizing separate
groups for toonagers. it may very well be that tecnagers will find
the social atmosphere of such a group more conducive than the reg-
ular YS supporter group with its generally older age level,

Minority ond Working-Class Youth

17. While our main cricntation is toward campus youth, there
arc other arcas of work not strictly rclated to the campus to
which a socialist youth movement should pay closc attention. Forc-
most among thesc arc the minority youth such as the Negroes, Moxi-
cans and Pucrto Ricons, who becausc of their minority status have
spccial problcems and have to 2 certain cxtent organized themselves
to decal with theso probloms,

18, Thc best cxample of this process can be scen in the Negro
community whorc in many arcas separatc NAACP youth councils have
becen formcde The last two Youth Marches for Integration have of -
fered additional opportunitics to got in contact with Negro youth
in some orgomnizced forme The most typical form of Negro youth acti-
vity rcmains within the confines of Negro church youth groupse. No=-
gro campuscs as well as mixed campuses 2l so offer opportunities to
work with young Ncocgrocs.

, 19, In the past thc ¥YS has paid considerable attention to the
problems of Negro youth. We werc among the forcmost supporters of
the campaign to free the "Kiss Casc" boyse. We have been active in
the past two Youth Marches. It is hizhly important to continuc to
kcop in contact with Negro youth, to cxplain the socialist alterna-
tive to them and to lct them know that there is a placce for them
in the socialist youth movement in the fight for full intcegration
and for a socialist America. Our pross should continue its cduca-
tional campaign aimed at the problems frced by these young pcople
as wecll as thosc faccd by other minority groups.

20, As a rcvolutionary socialist youth movement our goal is
to build a working-class youth movcemeont in composition as wcll as
in politics, Whilc at the preoscnt timec we lay primary cmphasis on
campus youth, wec must be the type of youth movement that young
workers in thce shop will fccl at home in, not a Bohomian pscudo=-
intellectual movement such as the social-democratic youth, We must
pay cttention in our pross to the probloms faced by young workers.
We must realizcy howevery that many young tradc unionists will be
more intcerostcecd in an adult political party which docs active trade
union werk than in a spceifically youth movement. Our major task
today is to forge an organic link betwcoen the American student and
the Amcrican workor, This we must do by advocating working-class
politics and supporting working-class orginization among the stu-
donts, Wo must convincc the studenss that the future lies in an
alliance with labor, not with capital,
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Other Youth Tendencics

21, The Young Socialist is not the only radieal tendeney ox-
isting today among young pcoplce Thce social-democratic youth cxist
in the form of the Young Pcoples! Socialist Loaguc (SP-SDF), and
the Stalinist youth arc active, though at present unorganized on a
natiocnal lovel., In addition there arce a considoerable number of une
affiliatcd socialist youth, cspecially thosc organizcd into campus
clubs in thc Midwest areca, '

22, Our major rival for the allcglancce of young pcoplc on came
pus is the Young Pcoples! Socialisi Leaguce This group is basically
made up of the former right wing of the ¥YSL and a number of scmie
socialist clements it has becen able to attract since the YSL-YPSL
fusion, This tondoney has taken a hostile attitude towards the ¥S,
and has rcfuscd even to discuss any possible unificoation when woe
approachced them with the offcer of unity on the basis of our Editor-
ianl Policy statomcntes Thoy have gone so far as to say that cven if
the ¥YS supporters wished to join tho YPSL most of thoem would be
barrcd,

23, Politically this group must bc daractorized as a righte-
wing socialist group whosc politics consist almost wholly of op=-
portunism, It shows a high dogrec of disrcgard for thcory or soci-
alist principlce and makcs o speeiolty of rapidly turning idcalistic
young pcople into old ward-hcclerse Its mombers gonorally support
the policy of working within the Democratie Party, arc opposcd to
united clcctoral activity, and rcifuse to work with Communist Party
youthe Whilc many in tho ¥YPSL consider thomsclves to be "third
campers" the goncral drift of the organization is toward the State
Department and they cngage in virulent red-baiting. Thoir major
oricntation is onc of adaptation to the official liberals,

24, This pgroup, bccausc of its longor cxistcncc, has morc roots
on the campus thon we haves Its membership moy be slightly larger
than ours, though of a lcsg dedicated nmaturce It is cxtremely ime
portant for thce rcvolutlonary socinalist youth to cxplain in a po=
dagogic way to new young pcoplc on the campus the diffcecrences bo-
twecen oursclves and the reformists,

25, Tho Communist Party youths whilc at prcsont unorganized
nationally, will in the ncar futurc probably takc on an organizat-
ional form, Their major oricntation is similar to that of YPSL we
adaptation to the official liberals. Tholr tactics ore similar and
their opportunism as pronounccd. They distinguish thomsclves from
the YPSL primarily in their adhercncc to the Sovict bloc, which
makes any attempts of theirs for fusion with tho libcrals illusory.
It is also very important to combat the influcnce of this group on
the campus, but in such a3 way as to oxhibit no tracec of the rede-
baiting charactcristic of the YPSL's approach,

26. A significant body of young poople arc today organizod in
campus clubs indcpendent of dircct domination by the social domnio-
crats or the Stalinistse, Tho hcocavic st concentration of such young
pcople is in the Midwest arca. An .importwnt aspecct of our campus
work should bc to counteract YPSL ond CP influcncc to the cxtent
that it cxists among thosc youth and to build links betwecen these

o
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Our Forccs

27. Our two yoars of political activity have produccd a.most e
vital product: a revolutionary socialist youth cadre. This'cadre, o
coming from diversc political backgrounds, has a high degrec of
political and orgmizational cohesivencsse Our task in the coming
pcriod is to strengthen this c~drc and to coxpand our influcnce
nationalily. Succcss in this task will zo a long way in making pos-
gible the successful developriont of o rovolutionary socialist
movement as a whole,

R 28, This cadrc has as its organ thoe Young Socialist. By ma-
et king thc building of this papor ocur primary orgn izotional work
L over the past two years we have becen able to achieve -n influcnee
far beyond our small immcdiatc forccse. The ¥S has the largest cire
culation among young pcople of any socialist publication, Its o=
bility to prescent a revolutionary socialist progran in a way thot
i other socialists -« and most important of all, non-socinlists -
RO can understnd is a koy to this succosse The IS is also read and
e rospected widely by socialist youth of mny differing vicws, This
§ rospect is larzcely duc to the reputation of the ¥S as a consistcent
promotcer of regroupment omong socialists, An intogral part of our
future perspcctives is the continucd sales, distribution and ox-
pansion of the Young Socinlist, our cducator and organizor.

We have succcceded, in most arcas where we arc active, in
forming functioning Young Socialist clubs around the paper, Thoso
clubs carry on varicd activity with primary cuphasis on cducation
and promotion of our presss In tho coming period we must cxpwnd the
work of thc cexisting local formations and rcgularize the function-
ing of our forces in thoso arc.s as yot to develop stable organi-
zationse Without such stable active local groups in the major con-
ters of this country wc will bo unable to build a revolutionary
socialist youth movoment.

30, We have a functioning national centor which mokes possible
the regular publication of the ¥S, the internal communicotions and
political leadership of our forcces, This was not casy to achicve,
Its continuation and c¢xpnsion is esscntial to the building of o
revolutionary socialist youth movement. Its w rk is supplemontcd by
the publication of discussion and educational bulletins in the Bay
Arca, This work also is vital to the intern2l 1ife of our forces
ag well 28 to the cducational work we rmust do to build ncw forces,

.31. Through the past period of rcgroupment we hove asscmbled
procious cadresg which can beconmc the fororunncr of a future youth
moverents We must now expond our influcnce on the caxmpus and by so
doing incrcase our forces, straagtiicn our press, our national cenw
tor and our loc:l orgmnizations. This 1s a period of promising
opportunities, Through a correct politicil program, as claborated
at the Detroit conference, a2 proper nersgpective for our work and a
stable level of la al and national @ ganization, we can make the
most of these oprortunities,

¥S National Committce Mecting, July 29, 1959., Tim reporting.
In reporting on tho Tasks and Pershbectives Resolution Tim empha-
sized two major points; 1) that we must increase our activitics on
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the Amcricaon College campus and 2) that we have lagzed in paying
cnough attention to the YPSL's, e rmust launch a vigorous ideologi-
cal compaign against reformist views among American radical youth,

Discussion:

Proposal made by Carl F, of Twin Citics; That tho ¥S and its
Supporters orient toward the establishment of a formal national
organization of revclutionary socialist youth at t he next conven-
tion of ¥S Supporters, #

Bob He of Detroit proposed the following amcndments;
Paragraph 18 -- delete the word campuse
Paragranh 22 -- first scntence in paragraph be dcloted.

#Motion bytTom L, of Twin Citics -- withdrawn after discussione (Ho
mad Carl's proposal in the form of a motion.)

Surmiary by Tim: Tim urgod that the Feingold proposal be vi thdrawn
not becausc of opposition to it but in order to givc more time for
di scussion of this nccessary step among ¥S Supporters., He also pro-
poscd to ndopt the Himmel amcendmer tse However, he favored the
striking of thoe first scntence in paragraph 22 not out of disagreec-
ment with it but rathcr that therc could be more time to discuss

it beforc adopting a policy on it. Motion to approve Resolution
inciuding Bob H's, amdndments. Motion crrricd unanimously,.
Consultative unan,




Toronto Young Socialist Alliance
January -1959

Dcar Conirados:

Lot mc wish you best grectings of the season from the come
rades in Torontos I regret that no delegntes will be able to rep-
rcsent our group at this conforcnces, partly boecausce of social oblie-
gations that ocrisc at this time of ycar, and larzely becausc of
finaneial obligations that confront the individual at this time in
the capitalist crisis.

Sincce it is impossible for us to be representcd personally, I
would 1like to take up on mysclf the responsibility of giving a rc-
port for our district by mnil,

Pcrhops some of you will romcmber that last year I gave a
rather cnthusiastic report concerning Toronto, We had held thesc
large public forums, and werc beginning to attract o number of soce
ially inclincd but as yet politically uncducated youth to thome

However, a sories of rather damaging cvents shortly after-
wards caused the activities of the group to docline sharply. First,
tho city burcaucracy decided thaty, because we had invited an cx~
LPP (that is C,Ps in tho U.S,) member of parliamcnt to spoak, weo
could no longcr usc the rospectable hall we had avtiled oursclvos
of until thecne This event in itsclf would have becn negligible, _
but shortly aftorwards the federal clections drew most .of tho polit-
icals in the group into cmpaign work, rathcr than continuing to
work in the youth organization. Thon, within 2 rclatively short
period of time we lawst several leading comrades - onc to Australia,
a ccuple to Vancouver, where thoyare now active - and a couple to
Britain. The cditor of the paper left a short whilc later on o
cross-Canada rcgroupmcent, tour, which whilc being immeasurcably
beneficial to the regroupment process now beginning in Canada, was
immediately detrimental to the youth zgroupe.

So muech for why what we expccted to happen did not happen =
now for what has happened.

Throughout the summer and early f2l1l1, whorc in Canada it is
almost traditional for jyouth groups to take to the grcat outdoors,
some contact wo rk was doney and potential activistas werc listed.

By the bozinning of Novombor, we were again of sufficicnt
gize to hold a public forum. Sinec theny wo have continucd to hold
them on a bi-woekly basis, The numbor cf pcople ~ttending has
grown regularly, and our last mecting saw twenty pooplo prescnte
In the immediate futurc we will be trying out the possibilitices
of co=sponsoring socialist spcckers with othor loft-wing organ-
izations, such ‘as left Zionists, left social-democrat, dissident
LPP youth, or even the LPP youth crganizaticn itself (LPP is the
parallol to the CP in tho U.S,)

We have distributed the loc'l high schools and the Univer-
aity of Toronto campus to advortise mcectings, in addition to pald
ads in thoir papers, We aro beginning to find somc support on the
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campus, in spitc of a largc CCF (social-democrat) organization
alrcady established therc,

This is the only CCF youth group in Ontario at present, but
consists of about fifty momberss. The whole group is far left of
the parent orgmnization and in a recent convention supportcd such
rcsolutions as, withdrawl from NATO, cbolition of aparthoid in-
flucnecs in Conada and throughout the world, frec university cdu-
cation, free health plan, etc; = Scveral of the loft wing membors
have exprecsscd sympathy with us,

So far we have given relatively little attention to the
papcer, placing it sccond in importonce to building the forums and
getting established, Now that we have to some degrce established
ourselves, it is quite likely that this situation will soon be rece
tifiod.

At thoe time of last Fobruary'!s confercnce, our attitude was
optimistic almcst to the point of smugnesse At this onc we are
just reporting what has happened nd continuce to work. The future
is much more likely to hold bigger gains for thosc who work than
for those who just hopc, and sit idly by predicting rich harvests,

Hoping for a successful confercnce,
Cliff Cotton, on

bechalf of the Toronto Young
Socinlist Alliance




The article in the¢ October 20th issue of The National Guare
dian, cntitlcd, = "Docsn't Anybody Like John Foster Dullos?" and
describing the difficulties of the Cincinnati Council on World
Affairs, in its cffort to find somecone to support the Dulles po-
sition in a debatc on U.S, foreign policy in the Far East, brought
to mind 2 similar problem we had in Baltimorec a little whilc back
wvhon news carie that the Unamerican Committes was cbout to hit town
with a thrce day locol TV hearing, the Socialist Study Group of
Baltimore thought it would bo 2 good ideo to sponsor a debatc on
the subjocts, "Are Congressional Investigations and the Sccurity
Progrm a Safeguard or a Threat to Democracy?" We had no trouble
sceuring George Mcyers, o C, Po momber and Snith Act victim, and
Joc Atkins, the head of the state A.C,L.U, to takc a position op-
poscd to the Security Program and the Investigations, Thon the
scarch startced to sccurc a speaker for the point of view of the
ruling class, We dececided to start 2t the "top" and wrote to the
House Cormittce on Un-American Activitios, After all, we figurecd,
their performers would be in town at that time for their own show,
Just to make sire, we sent 2 similar invitation to the Senate Sube
Committcee Hoving received no answor from d ther of thesc groups,
wc spent the three woecks beforce the scheduled debate in o frongied
ceffort to find somgonc in these United States to defend Congress
and the Justice Depts The brave F.B.I. roplied that t hey would
be glad to supply us with a speaker «= but not if somcone was gow
ing to prescnt the cther point of view at the samc nceting. We
folt cortain that our Sen, John Marshall Sutler, who owes his
clection largely to the assistance of Joc MeCarthy, would be anw
xious to uphold the grand tradition. He replicd with a letter
asking us morc about our groupe When we oblidge -- he discovercd
another cngagcment., The Ameoricn Legion simply deeided against
participation. Onc of the sugzested speakers copped out on the
cxcusc that one of our spcnkers was a Communist -- oncther refused
because he didn't quitc approve of the color of our modcrator -

a Negro College Professors The Republican Party somchow just
couldn't be rcacheds On the other hand -~ the Democratic Party,
"the party of the masses,” likewise couldn't bc reached. The Ine
ternal Security Police of the State of Maryland must have felt
themselves in a real dither, Therc thoy werc «- rushing speakers
to cvery little lady's club and Rotary type organization in the
state == warning of the d-ngcrs of "Communist subversion" and at
the same time sending plain clothcsmen to our meetings; and they
wore ~-- asked to comec cut in the open and defend their point of
viow and att~ck their opponcnts views, That's right, Thgy declincd.
The Jre Chomber of Commcrec assurcd us that they didn't have any-
one qualified to discuss thc issuc -~ which is a zood thing to re-
momber next time they discuss it.

Well, Tucsdays tho first day of the hoearings, arrived, Our
debatc was scheduled for the following Friday night. The local
prcss splashed the proceedings all over the front paze but main-
tained their blackout of news of our pending debatc and its re-
latcd pm bleme During the stotion brezk 1 approached Congressman
Walter and asked him why he didn't answer our invitation, He
clrimed that he hadn't received ite That night we typed another
invitation to Rep. Wolter, which early Wed. morning was handed to
an usher at the hearing, together with a leaflet of our impendl ng




debate, to be in turn, given to Reps Walter, That morning, George
Meycrss one of our debators, was called beforec the Committee, As

a major piecc of "eivdence" of The Communist Conspiracy, outr lecaf-
let was rcad into the record and conscquently scen and hecard by
hundrecds of thousands at the other c¢nd of the radio microphone and
TV ‘cameras, Now the press had to acknowledge our existence with
the implied paradox that through all the wild charges that the
Walter Committce made under the Congressional immunity of the
hearings; hcre was a still small voice challenging the Committee
members and 21l their clk, to make the same accusations in free
and open debates Pross, roadio and telcvision throughout the fole-
lowing day announced and commented on the impending debate, That
day, Thursday, was the last day of the hearings. The debatc com-
mittee of the Socizlist Study Group held a mecting that night and
it was docided that sincc we had advertised it as a "debate" - the
proper thing was to either have a rc2l debatc or announce to the
public why o dcbatc was not possible, Circumstances dictated that
we do the lattere Due to the fact that (through a month of scarche
ing, and after a proaching over twenty groups and individunls)

no onc could be found to defond Congrcssional Investigations on
the Sccurity Program, the decbate had to be cancelled, The
announccment of the death of the debatc reccived more publicity
than its birth, It scrved as o fitting, (although all too under-
publicizod) anti-climax to accusaticns and smcars of the Congrcs-
sional Committec Hoarings.

P, 8¢ Thc facts of the situation, and thousands of other
similar situations, warront wider readership,than they will ro-
ceive at this juncturec of history in the U,S, Therc arc vestod
intorests which control the overwhelming majority of our, most
effective moans of communication yet devised by man. Thosc vested
intercsts, ncedless to say, are opposed to the frecdom of the pube-
lic to lean both sides of such issues as the Cold War, thc Witch
Hunt and Socia2lisme. It is however very much to the intercsts of a
democratic people, to rcad and know 2ll sides of all such issues,
Indeedy if therc is any rock upon which democracy is fouml ed, it
is the rock of frecdom of informatiocn, discussicn and debatc, Ve
must now depend on the few pericdicals which arc frce from class
vosted intercsts if we arce to read the facts which the kept press
kecp from uses That is why it is so importont for the hopc of de-
moecracy itsclf, to support such peridicals as The Young Socialiste
As such voices of truth beconc strongcr, it will bocome more dif-
ficult for the capitalist class ro ignorc the challenges of the
little people,
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THE TASKS OF OUR 1960 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
By Tim Wohlforth

We are a very new movement and to the extent that we
have "traditions" they are only two or so years old, Ird an
older organization most steps such as plenums or national
conventions are taken for granted. These events occur regu-
larly every year or two and do not need any special motiva-
tion. They are looked upon as inherent in the functioning of
a national body. .

In our youth movement this is not necessarily the case.
It is important for us to motivate each step we take to be
sure that every YS Supporter, who will be called upon to
make sacrifices, has a full understanding of why the step
is necessary. While this does tend to make national function-
ing more difficult it adds a richness to the experiences of
those in the youth movement, Rather than functioning in a
routine way they have a higher consciousness of why they are
functioning. This is one of the educational values of a
youth movement--all that is taken for granted by adults is
questioned anew by youth., _

At our Detroit Conference we put into the "Interim Mo=-
tion on Organization" a provision that the YS Supporters
would hold national conferences once a year. This was estab-
lished for good reasons., Ve felt that such national gather-
ings were essential to the democratic functioning of the
youth movement. Further, they added to the national cohesive-
ness of the organization. The youth organization is distin-
guished from an adult party by its relatively high rate of
turnover. Young people experiment with radical politics and
a sifting process goes on selecting individuals capable of
dedicating their lives to socialism. Such turnover can have
a disintegrating effect if it is not countered by such cen-
tripetal events as national gatherings and national tours.
Finally, such conferences allow for the movement to annually
take stock of where it is and where it is going and to work
out in comron its tactics and its political program for the
coming period.

The National Conference we are projecting for this com-
Spring is a good example of the way in which national gath-
erings in general help the development of the youth movement
as a whole, What is the basic task before this coming con-
ference? To further develop a national revolutionary social-
ist youth movement both organizationally and politically and
to apply the energies of this movement to0 its tasks of re-
gTacing the YPSL as the socialist vouth organization and

eveloping firmer roots on the American Campus, In other
words we are to take what we have, develop it into a more
effective instrument, and then apply that instrument with
greater precision to our tasks,

I, A National Young Socialist Alliance:

The first point that must be on the agenda of this con-
ference is an organizational one--the establishing of a na-
tional Young Socialist Alliance. While we already have what
is in effect a national organizZation, due to its recent
transition from a more amorphous form, its flormal structure
is somewhat confusing at best and could be downright harmful
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at worst. Generally in politics organizational form must
correspond to the political reality. On the one hand, if

one forces a highly developed organizational form on a new,
amorphous grouping~one will fail. On the other hand, if one
insists on keeping an amorphous form for a politically high-
ly cohesive organigation, such as our YS Supporters Group,
one will likewise get into trouble, Our task at this confer-
ence is to recognize in our formal structure the reality of
our development., We must form a full-fledged national organ-
ization~-The Young Socialist Alliance--with a formal consti-
tution and rules of functioning.

Such an organization will give us greater cohesiveness,
Further-it will establish regular rules of procedure for us,
such as are in any democratic organization. For instance, at
present the actual relationship between our local groups and
the national center is dubious at best. This step will also
undercut any demagogic arguments from YPSL that it is the
only socialist youth organization. Our step in forming a
national organization will look to the YP3L and those influ-
enced by the YPSL, as well as to our own periphery on campus,
as a forward step of strength on our part andi as the first
step in a drive to build a real national movement which can
have an impact on American youth, We must not lose sight of
the international role we are beginning to play. We already
have considerable prestige with socialist youth in other
countries. However, 1t is difficult for us to deal with them
as we are not flormally an organization., The YPSL is planning
to reorganize a North American bureau of the IUSY and our
existence as a national organization could be of considerable
embarrassment to them in this project.

II. Towards a Revolutionary Program:

The formalizing of our national organization is only
part of the process of building a national revolutionary
youth movement, Just as important is the development of a
revolutionary program for this movement. It is true that the
youth do not have to initiate a program--create it out of
thin air. Their exists a body of revolutionary socialist
thought worked out in liarx's time and carried forward by
Lenin and Trotsky. But it is not enough for the youth simply
te adopt this program,

In order for the youth to really comprehend the program
they must think it out for themselves., The educational pro-
cess of working on a political reselution is a necessary one
if young pecplie are to really understand political guestions.
Even for these youth to be members of the SWP and thus adhere
to a worked out political program is not enough. The major
portions of the program they support were adopted long before
they ever joined the organization, and they may have diffi-
culty plowing through the musty old bulletins to find the
actual resolutions that were adopted., Even if they take the
trouble to find these resolutions the study of them, while
fruitful, is no substitute for working out the ideas for one=-
self. Our youth movement is composed both of young people who
are members of the SWP and thode who are not, The program for
the Y5 movement must be a joint product of all the members of
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the organization, )

A revolutionary program must be adapted so as to fit the
actual needs of the living movement., In this case any revolu-
tionary socialist program must be so worked out as to be:ap~
plicable to the tasks of the youth movement in this period.
Such a program must consist not only of fundamental program-
matic points but also of transitional formulations which re-
late the revclutionary program to the problems and thinking
of the youth we are trying to reach., Thus an SWP resolution ,
on the nature of war directed toward workers during World War
IT will not ma%e much sense to a student at Columbia Univer-,
sity in 1960, The fundamental conceptions may be identical
witr those of a war resolution the YS would work out today,
tut the way in which these conceptions were applied to the
problems of today would be entirely different,

This is precisely what we had in mind when we put: on the
agenda the question of the "Fight Against Imperialist War,"
We wanted to develop a resolution which would apply the fun-
damental revolutionary class struggle approach to the War
question inm such a way that we could take advantage of the
anti-war sentiment to be found among students today. We felt
there was no reason why the pacifists should be allowed to
pose as the only ones who sincerely favor peace, It is impor-
tant for us to combat thésillusions fostered by Stalinists
and liberals as to the road to peace, Finally, the struggle
for socialism in thié country is a struggle against the re-
actionary role.U, S. imperialism plays in the world. This is
a political fight we must wage day in and day out. We need to
equip ourselves for this fight by having the utmost clarity
in our ideas on this question as well as working out the most
effective way to bring these ideas to our audience.

Such a war resolution would link the healthy resistance
among students to ROTC, the draft, and the witchhunt, to a
struggle against the real source of all these-- the capita-~
list system. It would explain that the cold war is not the
result of "misunderstandings" but of the inherent drive to-
ward war in the capitalist economy. The only realistic way to
achieve peace is to overthrow the capitalist system.

The resolution should be written in such a fashion that
it not only formulates clearly our programmatic views but
does so in such a way that our views are comprehensibie to
new people. Immediately following the conference we should
publish the resolution and utilize it as an adjunct to our
propaganda work on campus.

Do we need such a resolution? Well, all of you who have
had some contact with the American campus-what would you give
to someone interested in our ideas to explain to them our
thinking on the question of war? Lenin on Imperialism? All
well and good, but your contact will ask is this still rele-
vant to modern capitalism. "War and the 4th International"?
Even better as this is undoubtedly the finest work ever writ-
ten on the question of war. But it was written before World
War II and while still correct in essence it could not deal
with a world such as we have today., Further, both pamphlets
are aimed at an audience already familiar with Marxist metho-
dology and terminoly-~this is certainly not true of our cur-
rent audience.
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But does anyone really care? Of course there is no
large scale sustained anti-war movement among the youth to-
day as there was in the thirties. Therefore obviously our
anti-war propaganda should not be of an agitational variety
in most cases(there are exceptions such as when dealing with
an anti-ROTC movement or a case ofAmerican intervention such
as Lebanon). Will anyone deny that there exists a stratum of
youth in this country which sincerely opposes the American
war drive and seeks soge way out of the present world situ-
ation? Was not the reaction of youth to the student SANE
movenent (with all its limitations)last year a sign of this?
I have heard two recent examples of such sentiments. During
the curreat trailblazers' tour our comrades attended a debate
between Norman Thomas and William Buckley at Yale., Before a
large audience(1l,500 or so0)Buckley defended a sabre-rattling
policy including cecntinuation of nuclear testing, The audie
ence reacted ‘,;trongly against each pro-war statement of Buck-
ley and warmly applauded any even half-heartzd anti-war sen-
timent of Thomas, Even more recently two pacifists at Cal
(see December YS)opposed compulsory ROTC and received a large
measure of support from other students. Even our correspond-
ent way down at the University of Alabama, no citadel of rad-
calism, reported grumbling about ROTC,

Such. a resolution would be followed by a campaign not
of an agitational but of a propagandistic nature to reach
Amer#ican students with our views on the question of war and
to utilize any sentiment against the immediate effects of
the cold war on the campus in order to imterpose transition-
al concepts to bring these students to our full views on the
strugegle against war,

IIT, A Transitional FProgram for American Students:

- Equally important to formalizing our organizational
structure and the further development of our revolutionary
program is the deepening of our work on the American campus,
True, we adopted a resdolution at our last plenum sketching
out our work on the campus. Further, since that time we have
made real headway in campus work, Eowever, we still have a
long way to go to develop anything approaching real roots on
the campus and in this the YPSL is still way ahead of us.,

There are two major ways that we should &pproach our
campus work at the conference, The first, which is the most
obvious, is through area reports, campus fraction reports,
and discussion which follows such reports. There was a feel=-
ing at our Detroit Conference that the tabling of such reports
was a serious flaw in the whole conference. Such a move was
necessary due to the amount of time consumed by factional
struggle with the now long-gone lLarcyites. But such should
not be a problem at our Spring Confermsnce. Plans tentatively
call for a three day conference so that we should have plen-
ty of time for detailed area reports and thorough discussion.

There is another way to approach our campus work which
we have been thinking about. That is tke developing of a
transitional program which will relate the interests of the
American student to the historic struggle of the working
class for socialism, At present the American student faces
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a growing pressure toward soxformity on the sampus, The adminiatraticn has,
sinee Werld War ¥I, been expanding and usurping more and mere power both
from the students and the fasulty. It is utilizing this power to make A-
merisan edusation subservient to the sold war nseAs of American husiness,
Thus it institutes the witehhunt egainst radicals and in ene way or a-
nothor tries to prevent the demosratisc organization of the students. It is
helped in this process by the militarization of sampus life through ROTO
end Roserve systems and the thought polising of students not only by the
administration but by govermment and military thought cops as tho esmpus
besomes just another compartment of some defense smtrast,

Our resolution against war becomes, in this context, a more detalled
exposition of part of the transitional program wo can formulate fer 4morican
students, Jim Bobertssn has promised to give some Yhought to this when he -
somes back fram the lrailblazers tour and possibly work up a resolution em
it. Oontrivutions in the meentime from ocur supporters threughtut the ecountry
to a discussion on a transitionel program for the students would be excelw
lent, Thore is no doudbt that such a program would get quite a respomse on
the sampus end would ‘e another exampls of how we caz Gsepen our lceal work
2 esmpuses through A national conferences.

Y. Inpsrds the '60 Eleotions

1967 is an election yesr and as sush opens up itrzmendous possibili-
t¥ies for the expanaion of the revolulionary movement as & whols thr
proper utilization of ths electoral process for propagarde pUrpcsese
Y5 san play an importan’ rola in this and can leck ferward to a real in-
sraese of 1ta influsnce on tho cempus this ceming fall through vigoraus in-
tervention in the elestions. It is possible to lcok upen the whols above
prosoes of strengthening our national revolutionary youth mevement es pro-
peratory for our work in the'60 electionse "e will te the only soecislist
youth group whish will appoal to the “merican youth to vote socialist and
against the two cepitalist candidatess e muat lay the basis at this Spring
conference for & roal campaign to rally youth support for a socialist-ticket
in 1960,

here may be some who still wonder of what use a national cemference
will be. Shere is a different problem that bothers me—how in hell are we
going to find time to treat adequatsly the many importent taskacwhich we
have before this confersnce® The fac® that the agenda is ao packed 1s a sign
of the life and vitality of our movement. Cur Spring Nationel Conference
will be snother important atep in the growth of %hat movement.
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(The article below-is written by a former alternate
on the NEC of YPSL. He has since resigned frop YPSL,
The follgwing was Interded sSolely as a first drart.)

Organization For Socialists
by Barry Shepard

1, The YPSL:

The YPSL has been operating on a conception of organization which
I believe to be precisely out of phase with what a scelalist
organization ought to bee We have all been concerned with lack
of political and the low political level of the discussion in
the YPSL. This lack of polities 1s a reflection of our conception
of organization which in turn is a refleotion of our eonception
of socialism and of how to achieve socialism.

Mike Harrington has said that he wants an organization whieh
both Baptist and Deutscherites ean belong to. The YPSL has had
this conception of broadness, and has had some success at being
broad. By necessity, such a eonception implies that a common
low level of agreement be reached, that a minimum program dbe
developede In a strict senss every organization adopts &
minimum program::we are concerned with e matter of degree,
Mike's oriteria for merbership, his minimum platform, is “"democracy
and socialism,” Anyons who is "for" socialism and demoecracy is
to be maintained, no political eurrent within it can dominate,
Therefore, all analysis, all resolutions, all YPSL positions

and statements must be kept at the level of common egreement,

At the level of being “for®™ socialism, the level is low indeed.
This is why Mike opposed the analysis contained in Landy's
foreign policy resolutions Analysis presupposes a viewpoint
about the world, a philosophical and empiricel positione
Baptists and Deutscherites and beatniks and what not cannot
agree on an analysis. Landy introduced his resolution hoping
for a political discussion about the analysise Given Mike's
conception, which has perrecated the YPSL, such a hope was utopian,
Analyses cen not be discussed in an atmosphere where analysis
itself opposes the conception of the organization. Politics
without analysis is nothing. Politicel discussion is analysis.
Therefore there /i no political discussion in the YPSl.

A general, powerful analysis is required to develop a conception
of socialism. Baptists and beatniks, if they have any conception
at all, do not agree on a general analysis or on the nature of
socialiam, In order to maintain the cormon level, Mike's ideas
have us never say one word about socialism. We do not discuss
socialism, We never make inquiry into the possibilities of
socialism, except to mouth the slogan “socialism is economic
demoorecy, where the rieens of production are in the hands of the
people and are derocratically managed." This is so profound
that it can be found in Webster. This is the content of our
thought and discussion of what Socialism meeans. In the YPSL
there 18 no discussion of Socialism.
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Again, the juestion of how to rcach our 1ll-coneeived goal is not
discussed, except that we all are "ror" a Labor Partys. Socialist
ideas have evaporated into the thin air of Blogans. nroadnesa

is nothingness.

The YPSL is a party with no platforme It stands for nothing but

the word "socialism." As such, it can attract alienated types

and real socialists. Of course it has attitudes and political
positions, but these are not discuased. What is such an organizatiomn?
It is a party without content. The only leading it can do is estray.
Its only purpose is to perpetuate itself and meke itself larger.

If it was in a position to lead a revolution, it would betray that
revolution because it haes no conception of where it is going or.
where the revolution is goings. I doubt if it will ever be in such

a position: the YPSL is Social Democresy without a mass base.

In such a position, however, its only course of activity would be
for it to take power, end that is the graveyard of -socialism.

The preaent YPSL olearly reflects this trend, as. it must, since it is
nothing but an organizetion with some socielistic attitudes.

YPSL's are conserned with contacts, not ideas; with recruitment,

not politics. Build the organization! For What?

11, Towards A Revolutionary Party

In an optimistic frame of mind I look at the YPSL as something that
can transcend itself, The present condition of nothingness.presents
the opportunity to attempt to begin discussion of & real socialist

party.

A socielist party haa a conception of socialiam. It hes a goal.

It has an analysis of how to reach that goale. Therefore a real perty
has a position and & platforme. It advocates a basic transformation
of soelety: it is revolutionary. ’ ‘ :

The Marxist position is the only position upon which to build a
socialist party. Anyone for whom this is a question should go home.
Marxiam offers the only coherent theory of cepitalism and of the
history of societies. It is the llarxist anslyvsis which gives
validity to the unsuceessful socialist movements of the paste.

Marxists orient towards ths working c¢lass. Why? Because the
workers are aanehow nicer then other people? DBecause they are
supposed to have big rmeclea? Because they are more free from
ain than others? 1t is becsuse the working cless and only the
working class cen smash capitlism and establish a new economic
order based upon themselves, because this new order would contain
no classes since the workers have no property, because the working
class has been educated and orgenized by the capitalist system,
because socialism is in the interests of the working class.

This ¥oSL furbling with campus clubs, with literaries and beatniks,
is for nothing but the seke of organizaetion. The campus is not
the place to orient toward.
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What is socialism? Is it economic plenning? Social security?

Public health? Socialism is the dominetion of society of no classes.
How can the workers dominate society? By and through their own
organizations. By and through their own coucils and whatever

forms they create. By and through a party®? A party in direct control
or in a parliament? Never. Can socialism be legislated?

Can freedom be decreed? Of course not. Freedom in history is the
seizure of power by the workers through their own forms of organization
as was witnessed in the Paris Cormune, Russia in 1905 and 1917,

and the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. Any other conception of
socialism except that of the direct and eoncrete seizure of power

by the workers through their own organization is a lie, is fraud

and deceptj_on and can only lead to a perpe‘buation of clsss society.
Any "other"™ conception of socialism is therefore anti-socialist.

That ia why Baptists and beatniks are useless trash. Thaet is why

a broad organization cannot be socialist.

What is the function of a socialist party? To lead the workers

to power. To stand as the conscious section of the working class,

the political defenders of the working classe To educate the workers
and maks clear their interests. To have as its only eim the seizure
of power by the workers through their own orgenizations, and therefore
to have no existence after this event.

Only a party of vigorous discussion within the above framework

can be realistic enough to succeed in the aim of esteblishing

socialisme. Only a Merxist party cen be realistic enough. Only »
intelligent discussion aimed at understanding our present reality emd -7
aimed at establishing such a party can in fact establish it

A socialist party does not exist, The opportunity for such a party

to begin does existe
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Sept. 21, 1959
Carl Feingold
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Carl,

I have Just read your letter to Tim concernihg the conference agendas ssese

My opinion on how we should proceed in organizing the conference is for the ed-
itorial board to propose a time and place, and begin discussion on the pelitical
and orgenizational questions to be ralsed there. It should orgenize a national
discussion through the YS Forum dulletin. At the plenum vhich will immediately
precede the conference it should propose a conference agenda to the National
Committee. It's the plemum's job to discuss and propose the egenda to the Con-
ference.

1 don't think a conference agends is something which should be decided solely by
the editerial board, nor by an NC poll vhich precedes rather than follows a die-
cussion. In fact it shouldn't be decided by any kind of poll; nor should eny
other political question if it's avoidable. Such questions should be determined
through a discussion and voted on at a neeting ~~ especially if there are dif-
ferences. The proper subjects for a poll are technical questions, such as de-
termining vhether or not people can come to a meeting at a particuler time end
plece.

That's vhat vas intended in the poll recently sent out. In addition the ques~
tionnaire adds "...that the two main points on the agenda be..." This is not
yot an agenda, to my mind at any rate. Aud from your letter I don't gather that
you feel they shouldn't be the two mein points. You have a point of emphasis in
mind, and a particular point on the Tasks and Perspectives resolution. You mast
either think that the editorial board has overlooked these points or that it has
a different emphaeis then you. Actually, this point has not yet been discussed
by the board.

The error of course is ours. The questionnaire does not clearly indicate how
the agenda should be prepared; it appears as though this 1s it, It does though
refer to "two main points®, not to "the agenda® nor "the sole political points"
nor enything similar. So that there will be clarity on how the agenda will be
determined I intend to propose the above procedure at the next board meeting
this coming Sunday.

1 think that your opinions on the importance of our organisational form, your
opinion that the Tasks and Perspectives document should be rewritten and dise

- cussed, efc., all properly belong in the pre~convention discussion bulletin, or
as comments attached to the editorial board minutes., They don't belong in a
letter attached to a poll which shouldn't be held at all.

I would be surprised to hear that you would disegree very much with vhat I have
said, Most likely our action wes unclear end so you jumped to a wrong conclus—
ion, If you agree, I hope you will ensver, withdraw your request for a poll,
and publish your opinions in another way. In any case I am going to proposs to
the board that it present a conference agenda to the NC plenum, mot to an NC
poll, and that it clarify the present poll with a statement in the minutes,

Comradely,
Allen Taplin
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Carl Feingold - 2] - October 26, 1959
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Carl,

The correspondence between the editorial board and the supporters clubs that be-
gen with the EB proposal for a late December conference now raises for us a num-
ber of questions besides that of date. Some very good comments and propesals on
our work have come in and I hope the writers will have this material printed in

the discussion bulletin, However the bulk of the recent correspondence has been
on the question of date: winter vs. spring or summer., The sharpness of some of

the letters is surprising since on its face the problem is a technical one,

The difficulties of winter travel from the West Coast are appreciated here and in
order to solve this problem the EB began further consultation on the date., Aiter
what appeared to be substantial agreement on a mid-semester date was achieved,
this propoeal was formally made through the second poll., The agreement proved
illusory however and this problem i1s now sharper than before. Something new

hes begun to appear in some of the correspondence: a certein resistance to the
idea of any national conference at this time, & posing of conflict between locel
and na-ional work, vhat appears to be a feeling that the demands of a ngtional
confersnce will injure rather than help local work,

It epp=ars to me now that something more important is involved than a disagreement
over difficulties of winter travel. The problem I believe is that of the orgen-
1zation of our work and the central problem here is that of forces., This is not
a prcblem that we alone are confronted with and 1 would like to cemment on it.

The period has remained one of widespread aspathy and political conservatism, The
workiaz class movement has suffered new setbacks recently, in France and Engl-nud
notatly, as well as in this country. The radicel movement has continued its :ver~
@ll d«:line; witness the rightward swing of all the mass social-democratic pa.ties
in Europe -~ and all the reforminst parties here.

With the sharpening of class conflicts and the opportunities offered dy the re—
grovniront period, the revolutionary socialist movement has made some distinct -
geirs. Outside of the British Socialist Labor League, the most notalle gain has
been our own youth movement, While youth work here remains the most lively aad
activa field of work it has not at all been free from the pressures that are dam-
aging all the sociglist groups.

The disintegration of the YPSL was speeded because their conservative program and
loose crganization are not viable in a reactionary period. Our own revolutionary
program and cadre orgenisation on the other hand are suited to protecting the move-
ment in such & period. We can't escape the pressures however, we'rs just able to
cope with them more effectively than is the YPSL.

With all our accomplishments since the Detroit Conference, we bhaven't been adle to
grov in membership to any significant degree. We have gained some new people, bdut
we've lost others, and excepting the notable growth in Philadelphia and Minnecepo-
lis, most of our clubs have not changed much in sise. Some of them have declined
in membership, and no newv ones have grown up. Of course there are promieing areas,
as Boston appears to be right now.

But more important, we have qualitatively increased our membership in this senses
we now have more and better trained cedres in the local clubs and in the center.
Thie is so important an achievement that.we can say we have grown significantly
in the past year, While the YPSL has been racked by a crisis of leadership we
have been bduilding our own,
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The political and organisational base that was established last Xmas has proven
to be quite solid, No basic change in our organigational structure seems indic-
ated. Rather the work of the next conference should be to expand on this base.
The local clubs have become much more homogenous jn the recent period and now fit
the pattern of a formal national organization quite well.

The adoption of a new name and ¢constitution at the coming conference will be in
the main a formal statement of this situation. It will help our work, particu-
larly in affiliating new clubs and campus groups. But there is little indication
that it will cause any rapid increase in membership or that it will effect any
major change in our methods of work.

The Question of our movement, the job of building a national revolutionary social-
ist youth organization, will however be the most lmportant task of the conference.
Or, a8 you put it, it should be the only task of the conference. A change in form
to a national organization is not identical with this task; it 1s only part of 1t.
The other points of the agenda: program, campus work, etd., are also part of this
larger task., It subsumes them all and so does not appear as & separate agenda
point. To the extent thaet the conference is successful we will be able to say
that it has accomplished only one thing: the creation of & national revolutionary
socialist youth organizedion.

The technical work on the first pre-conference discussion bulletin i1s being done
now, so programmatic contributions will soon be avallable for discussion. A lot
of credit is due the bulletin staff by the way. The recent two educational dul-
letins is an important contribution to our work and it's good that we were able

to complete them before all effort was turned into the production of diecussion

bulletins,

I am especially interested in the idea of the West Coast comrades for a type of
transitional program directed towards student youth. A discussion arcund this
question at the conference deserves a good bit of time. It fits in with the area
reports and will contribute to our main efforts directed towards the campus. It
will be especially valuable now that the Trailblagers are selling so many subs and
gaining us a more extensive voice on the campus.

As I said earlier I view the problem we have as basically one of forces. It hits
us especially hard because many of our cadres are doing double duty, working on
SWP activities in addition to Y¥S. The letters that have come in on the conference
date indicate .to me that this is more of a problem than we had realized. With the
revolutionary movement so strapped for active personnel, and considering the rel-
ative youth of our movement, such problems cannot be unexpected.

However I think we will have an opportunity to soon turn this problem into one of
mutual advantage, and that is through the 1960 election campaign. We have lesraed
from the tours of Tim last Fall and Jim last Spring, that there is a large, re¢ep-
tive, and easily reached audience for socialist speakers on the college campuses.
We should be able to bring presidentisl, vice-presidential, and even state candi- .
dates to well over the 45 campuses Tim visited.last year. This is a project in
which much of the technical work can be handled by the local clubs. It will be a
great aid to the campaign, especially if television and radio time are curtailed.

And it can boost our campus work. Not only can we increase YS circulation, becth
sales and subs, but quite likely this work can stimulate a number of new campus
clubs into formation. The Detr<it comrades have already pioneered this field,
with a united youth committee for the socialist candidates in the 1958 elections.
I hope they will vwrite up a report on their work for the discussion., There is
plenty of time to discuss and organige such a project. If the conference date is
somawhat later than the original proposal, then this project @ould well be launch-
ed at that time.

Comradely,

Allen Taplin
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EEPORT FROM PHLLHDELPETS

November 3, 1950
To the ®ditorial Board:

4 very active phase of work has been completed in the Philadelphia
area_by the Young Socialist Club, It took place ersumd the conjuncture of
the Barenblatt tour and the press tour within the context of continuing
dsreot political work, '

Lloyd Bearenblatt presented his case before thousands of Philsdel-
phians over radio and at two public meetings. One was at Swarthmore Col-
lege, The other took place at the CentralYMCA under the joint euspices of
four youth organizations including ocurselves. Both public meetings drew ate
tendances of 60, and the radio interview was permitted to contimue for a
full haoure

The Trailblazers came into town on Friday, October 23 and while
tracking down subs at the University of Penn helped publicize the mee-
ting to take place the next day. Two letters in the DAILY PRINSYLVANIAN
(a University of Pennsylvania student newspaper) by Arleme stirred ine
terest in the cese at the same time as it gave her publicity as the chair-
man of the Independent Socialist Club, one of the co~sponsars of the YMCA
meeting. The Independent Soeialist Club had been trying to get recognized
as a campus orgsnization for almost a year and finally suceeeded on ¥py.
day, October 23~-at least partially under the pressure of the Barenblatt
activity as well as from pressure through other sourcese.

5

% X ¥

The YiiCA meeting was the result of a united front. 4 sall for united
activity on the Barenblatt case wes directed to a list of local liberal and
socialist youth organizationse The response to the call was estimated at a -
small working conference surmmoned through the call, Present were represent-
atives from four youth orgenizations and an observer fraom Y¥rSL, The Socialisy
Youth Union, a stalinist organization, chose to ignore the activity. The four
representatives were able to gather the endorsement of the projest from their
organizations: the YSC, the 15C(four members of which were present at the
working conference), the World Affairs Discussion Group(consisting of teen-
agers interested in political and social 1ssues and which use Americean
Friends Service Camittee facilities)end Teens Ahead(a progressive teen age
cultural end soocial organization), ¥hile gach representative was & member
of the YSC, eamh of the groups lives an a:tonomuus and real existence with
very few dual relationships with the YSC,

The united front (on paper) worked itself out (in life) just about
as expecteds It provided an entree into various doors and drew an atten-
dence from each organization that fully justified the joint sponsorship
on this merit alomne. At the seme time, almost the entire bulk of the work
was carried out by the YSC comrades with the result that of the four
groups the YSC was the chief gainer,

An attempt was made to have Barenblatt speak at the one or more of
five campuses, Penn, Temple, Haverford, Swarthmore, and Lincoln University
(in Oxford, Pa, —~ near the Maryland border) s 4ll cempuses but Swarthmore
were unable to provide a suitable sponsore 4t Penn, the Club hadn't been

-
.
-



reeognized, At Lincoln, an unreliable friend was simply devastating in his
on-again, off-egain method of arrangements. Haverford had yielded little
solid contact mf late so that not much effort was expended there. Swarth-
more's forum did sponsor a meeting for Barenblatt on S\mday, Ostoder 25,

And, as for Temple, that is & story in apd of itself; it is basically a
story of the Philadelphia YPSlww and it must now be told, if only in summerys:

* % 8

The YISL observer at our Conference (Lillian Mirmek) expressed interest
in the Barenblatt project but stated that even if it wanted to participate,
the Philadelphia YPSL would not be able to do so without a head-to-toe reor=
ganization, which she expected to take two months at leasts She said sho
would undertake to make some phone calls and in the end was responsible for
attendance at the YMCA meeting to the extent of about four persons (three
of YPSL~-SP-SDF membership)e. Asked about whether she eould influsnce her
corrades at Temple (who run the Three Arrows Club and & YPSL chapter) to
sponsor Barenblatt, she said she would try. No visible results of her efforts -
appeared at any time thereafters In the Three Arrows Club are a member of the
YSC and a sympathizer, both of whom sit on the Program Comnmittee. When the
proposal came before the Club, along with a series of organizational obe
jections, the following remarks were made by YPSL members: (a) Barenblatt
must be an S/Per otherwise the YSC wouldn't sponsor him; (b) Iet's write to
Vassar and find out why they fired him; (e¢) we shouldn't participate in this
because Arthur (head of the YBC and former chairman of Three Arrows for one
year) is an opportunist and is trying to exploit this case for his own ends.,

Nevertheless, at the Progrem Committee meeting, Da¥id Fineman, the
YPSL~-in-charge, said that the only impediment to having the meeting was the
lack of forces (he and all other YPSlers refusing to help)e. After further
informal discussion with myself, the majority of the Program Committee (i, 8.,
our two friends) decided that it could run the meeting. A leaflet was produced
and distributed on Monday, October 19; a meeting hall was gotten and press
releases entered in the THMPLE NEWS setiing the meeting date for October 23
at 2 p. m. Next day, when Fineman was informed, he quickly cancelled the hall,
and the press release, and called a meeting of the Club for October 22, to
teke up the matter of the Barenblatt meetings. That is, they delayed the deci-
sion right up to the last minute. The charge against the proponents of the
meeting was that they didn't go through channels, and therefore couldntt have
the meeting. These yroponents == new to the Three Arrows and politics, in
general—-replied: {a) They were led to believe that the objection to the meeting
was a lack of forces whereas they were able to overcome that lack; furthermore,
if the leaders spent as rmuch time in building the meeting as they did in
blocking it, it could have been rather successful. (b) The real objection was =t
not technical but political: the meeting might hurt the reapectability of
YPSL and Three Arrows to be associated with either Barenblatt or Y8Cs

An interesting Bit of documentation appeared as editorial material in
the TEMPIE NES protesting the practice of last-minute withdrawels of copy
( i+ ©5, the Barenblatt press release, which was mentioned by name), Lloyd
Barenblatt later put it this way: the YPSL leadership of Three Arrows acted
worse than the Un-American Comm.ttee in the sense that at least the latter
acted on principle, Furthermors, at the YWCA meeting this fiasco was publiecly
exposed b’ the chairman as well as being given mention in Mr, Barenblatt's

remarks, .
x % % %
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Following the YMCA meeting, which wes highley sucsesaful in its poli-
tical content and orgamizationsl results, a recption was held at 3506 Powel.
ton, to which about 25 people came, Refreshmentas were served eand politieal
discussion on socialism ensued to the wee houra, Literature was sold and
narmes and addresses noteds

The Swarthmore meeting contained perhaps some of the best disamssion
on the case, Afterwards, the Trailblazers and myself were able to maxe cone-
tact with various students which produced some favorable politicel responses,
including errangewents for a week~day sale (at which the Trailblazers sold
9 subs in two hours before being ejected for trespassing). Another result
was a good basis for future spsakers end cther contact in the near future-w
and possibly the formation of a soclalist club,

* % %k %

I might mention that the chief pieces of literature used in connection
with the Berenblait case were the interview which appeared in the YS and the
liinority Decision by Jusiice Black. We sold over fifty copies of the latter~~
our complete stock-- and could have sold more since we were all out by the
time of the tour itself,

* % & X%

The rest of the work of the Trailblazers will undoubtedly be detailed
by then. In short, we have a gcod besis fer some work at Penn, Temple, and
Swarthmore -~ part of which we certainly owe to the herd work and results
of Jim and Danny. During the wesk of their stay, leaflsts were distributed
which announced the meeting at which Jim spole on Sate., Octe 31 «~ thus
bringing together some of the various strands of activity of the loeal com-
rades on campus, in the youth club and of the Trailblazers, Attendance of 45
was well represented by students (new faces). Further results from this can

be expected
##teE

Submitted bdy:
Arthur Phelps,
Philadelphia



.

Minneapolis, Minnesota
September 15, 1959

Tin Wohlforth
Editor, Young Socialist
New York Gitx

Dear Tim:

I received the poll mailed to the members of the Y.S.
National Committee regarding the proposed Natlonal Conference of
Young Soclialist supporters for the New Year's weekend., The pro-
cedure of a poll at the initial stage of laying conference plans
should provide us with ample time to prepare a full pre-conference
discussion and to organize plans for a fine conventilon.

The perspective of launching a national alllance of
our supporters at this conference is the next step for us in my
opinion. I therefore welcome the motions adopted unanimously
by the Editorial Board at its last meeting that it "favors the
ereation of a National Young Socialist Alliance at this Conference”
and that one of the two main points slated for the Conference
agenda be on "National Organization”.

As I see 1t, the main problem for the Y.S8., today 1s the
consolidation of our forces into a stable organization that can
act coheslvely on both a local and & natio level. At this
point we have a semi-organization around a newgpaper. , What is
needed is an organization with a newspaper as its voicee The
distinction is more than just a subtle conceptual one as shown
by the organizational impotence of the National Guardian readers
groups as compared with the dominant readership of this paper
with all other radical newspapers. While the Y.8. 1s more than
Just a clrcle of readereg, :ge general point is still valid.

Qur projested Confersnoe should be geared primarily,if
not exglusively, to the task of strengthening our organization
and consolidating our forces. It 1s from this point of view that
I feel that the proposed Conference agenda is incorredat in its
emphasise The Editorial Board prO?OSee that the questlon of
"The Fight Againet War' be one of "the two main points® for the
Conference agenda, the second point being "National Organization'.
I believe that placing the question of "The Fight Againat War® in
such prominant position on the agenda will tend to side-track us
from our main task at this Conference,

Our last Conference went on record in its Editorial
Policy motion in opposition to American imperialism; in support
of the colonial revolutionsg; and for socialism as the only
alternative to capitalist wars. That set our basic lines A new
memoxrandum on the question of war can, however, be useful now for
further clarification of our line. e should continue in the Y.S.
wWith a conslstant campalgn on this question to counter the illusions
sown among young peOpge by the status-quo~existence peddlerse
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In presenting the revolutionary point of view on war and peace .
and the only way to achieve peace through socialism, we open the
door to explain our full soclallst views to young peoples Butb

- while such a memorandum will be useful and should be discussed
by the Conference, 1t should be placed on the agenda so that it
plays a subordinate role to our main Conference task.

In my opinion, the main point on our Conference agenda
should be our adopted plenum resolution "On Tasks and Perspectives®.
This resolution should be revised to bring it up-to-date based on
the changes in the regroupment arena, the cold war, and the current
anti-labor offensive. Thls revised resolution will provide us
with a baslc orientation for the next perlod. The resolution can
then be concretized by a motion to establish a National Young

Socialist Alllance that can begin work implimenting the Conference
declslons.

In addltion, time must be alloted at this Conference
for area reports so that every local club can get the beneflit of
national experliences and advice. Because of the unwelcome but
necessary fight at our last Conference with the pro-8taliniet and
sectarian "Harcyltes", who in essence were opposed to the develop-
ment of a revolutionary soclalist youth movement, time for local
reports had to be taken off the agenda. This time we have basioc
agreement in our ranks so that we can take the time for a lelsurely
digcussion and exchange of experlences. This 1s why I want to be
careful about the agenda so that, inadvertently, we don!t get
side~tracked into a long discussion on the peace question at the
expense of our maln work,

I propose that the projected Conference agenda be
amended as follows: (1) Area reports; (2) Revised Resolution on
Tasks and Perspectives and Motion on National Organization;

(3) Memorandum on "The Fight Against Imperilalist War",

I request that this proposal for an amended agenda be
submitted for polling of the Y.8. National Committee with this
motivating letter attached. ,

‘

Fraternally yours,
I . (]

Ve

Carl Feingdld



