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YOUNG SOCIALIST DRAFT RESOLUTION
ON TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES
General Orientation

l. Our goal is the building of a revolutionary socialist
youth movement in the United States. The general political char-
acter of such a movement was defined by the Detroit National Con-
ference of Young Socialist Supporters., The conference also organ=-
ized the basic nucleus that will lead in the building of a revo~
lutionary socialist youth movemen t,.

2. It is our task now to elaborate a general orientation for
our work in building such a youth movement in the current period.
The United 3tates today is still marked by the existence of the
witchhunt and a relative degree of political conservatism among the
working class. Within this general framework, however, signs of
discontent on the part of the masses of people are beginniny to be
noted., These stem from the impact of continued large-scale unem=-
ployment within the country and the "brink of war" approach of U,S,
foreign policy. It is under these conditions that we must today
strive to build a revolutionary socialist youth movement,

Our History : Regroupment

3. The forces that now constitute the basic cadre of revo-
lutionary socialist youth were assembled primarily through a pro-
cess of regroupment, over thne last two years, within the socialist
youth movement itself, The concept of a revolutionary socialist
youth movement was first formulated by the left wing within the
now defunct Young Socialist League as an alternativo to the right-
ward movement of that organization towards the official social
democracys .

e After it was forced out of the YSL in the fall of 1958,
the left wing joined forces with the youth of the Socialist Workers
Party and a number of independents to launch the Young Soclalist,
Tho Young Socialist has consistently promulgated rcvolutionary ‘
socialist views among young pecople and promoted the regroupment of
socialist youth on all levels,.

5. This new youth cadre joined with othcrs more distant from
revolutionary socialist politics, primarily from the Stdal inist
milicu, Local discussion clubs were formed on the basis of organi-
zational independence from any adult tendency, broadness in com=
position and common action wherever possible, Thesc new clubs pro-
vided a milieu within which revolutionary youth could reach others
with their idcas,.

6. By the time of the Detroit Confercnce of Young Socialist
Supporters, these local formations of a broader political coloration
than the Young Socialist had, by and large, cither disappearcd or
changed their political complexion. Those clements within the
clubs, who did not agrec with the political outlook of the ¥S,
tonded to leave and the uncormitted clcments began morc and moro
to identify with the YS. Since the Detroit Confercnce the general
trend has becen further in the d rection of solidifying tho former
broad clubs with the Y8, In addition, now ¥YS clubs have bcen form-

cd to replacce defunct broader clubs,
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T+ These developments mark a new stage in the building of a
revolutionary youth movementy However, they do not mark an cnd to
the regroupment processe The ¥YS now has the highly important polit-
ical advantage of having activoly participated in this process and
establishing itsclf as the only tendcncy among youth to further
rezroupment in every way possiblet through participation in the
Amcrican Forum for Socialist Zducation, through thce formation of
broad local youth clubs, through unitcd socialist clectoral activi-
tys and throuzh its readincss to work in a united wiy with all
socialist youth regardlcss of their diffcrences with the policics
of the Y8, Becausc of this policy and its continucd willingncss to
remove any organigzational barriers that might prcvent leftward-
moving forccs from bececoming a part of the futursc rcvolutionary so-
cialist youth movement, the Young Socialist will, in the period
ahcad, continuc to attract young pcople coming from other social-
ist backgrounds,

Campus Oricntation

8. As a youth organization it is our spcecial task to reach
young .pecople as they arc asscmblod by socicty into a sceparatc ore
ganized cntity. In the United Statos today this meaons our oriontat-
ion must be toward the campus youth, for it is on the campus that
young pcoplc arc organized scparately from older pcople, whore they
have spccial problems and intcerests, and where thoy arc ablo to

"play a certain social and political role, A youth orientation

therofore is equal to a campas oricntation,

9+ The Americon campus is primorily pctty bourgcois in its
class composition, Political apathy is provalent on all campuscs
and an orientation toward a carcer -- to gct ahecad in the old Hor-
atio Alger scnse == is the dominant ideology of the American cole
lege student. The American campus differs from those in other capi-
talist lands in that a much highcr pcrecentage of students in the
lowcr income brackct can be found. This will be of cxtrecme impore
tance when tho class struggle begins to increasc in intensity.

10. Today signs can be scen of the beginnings of an awakoning
among all social strata on the campus. These signs take the form
of increased support to liberal activities such as SANE, the Youth
Mareh for Integratced Schools, and now studont partics like SLATE,
Also the moro radical clecments on campus havo participatced 1n a
modcst revival of socialist activity on somo compuscs with tho fore
mation of new socialist clubse There has becen a growth of older
clubs, and an intorcstod responsc to socialist speakers on many
campuscsa

l1l. Thec currcnt rccession has cengondered in the minds of
young pecople an incrcasing scnsc of insccurity. They reolizc that
upon lcaving school they facc a zlutted labor markct, Tho constant
threat of war togcther with the continuation of the drafit adds to
this feecling of insccurity. However, thce insccurity has not rcached
a point wherc any largc scection of Amcrican youth arc willing to
engage in any significant action against the rcecssion or the war
drivo.
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12, Our campus work must thercfore bc conductcd primarily on a
propangmdistic level., We should utilizc such insccurity as docs
cxist to propagandize for a socialist solution to the problems
poscd by capitalism, Ffurther, we should not artificially limit our
propaganda on the campus to so-called "youth qucstions." Young
people arc intcrcsted 1n all political questions that face the
working class and the whole world, Young peoplc arc further at-
tracted by the socialist idcal itsclf and we, above all, should not
hide our sociolist identity or minimizc the socialist content of
our propaganda for the sakc of "issucs" as do the Communist Party
youth and to a lesscr extont the social-dcemocratic youths

13, The Amorican student body is not homogencous, Its largost
scction is made up of students whose intcllectual intcrests are
very narrow, such as specializod cngincers, busincss administration
majors and thoe likc, That scetion of the student population which
is conccrned primarily with idcas of a social, political or litce
rary naturc, the intcllcctual clements, arc thc most likely to be
intercested in socialisme. It is important, therefore, to strive to
bececome the conter of a rovival of HMarxist thought on the campus,
in addition to putting forward gcnerazl socialist propagandas These
intellectual clements will find Marxist philogophical and histori-
cal methods attractive as wcll as socialist politics, '

1. The goneral tactics of our forces on campus should be: -
(a) To push the salc of the Young Socialist; (b) To work toward the
formation of campus clubs affilisted to the Young Socialist, Howe
cver, under many d rcumstanccs, it may be advisable to work inside
cxisting clubs cven if these arc distant from the politics of the
¥S, or to form with othcrs broad clubs on a non-cxclusion basis,
Formal or informal support of thc ¥S should bc our goneral goal
for vork with such clubs; (¢) In addition to functioning on campus
openly as socialists, our forccs should participatc in and help
initiate broader movements of students which have gencrally progres-
sive but non-socialist aims, Thesc include anti-nuclear tests
movements and demonstrations, struggles against the witchhunt, op-
position to fratornity domination of campus politics, anti-scgre=-
gation struggles such as the Youth March for Intcgratcd Schools,
We should participate in such broadcer unitcd student fronts as
socialists, as supportcrs of the ¥S, and not attempt to hide our
identity. We should favor in such movements a policy of nonwcxclu-
sion, including toward youth idontificd with tho CP where such
youth oxist,

15, The work of our comrades on campus should be given first
priority by our local supportecrs. dvery 2id should be given to cam-
pus fractions and the local youth leadership should work closely
with thecse fractions, In those cases where we do not have any
forces on campus cvery cffort should be made to gain access to the
campus through: (a) Sales and distributions of thc ¥YS at tho came
pus; (b) Possible frce spocch fights in conncetion with our right
to distribute dircctly on campus; (c) Strect mectings in front of
campuscs; (d) Spccial attontion to coxisting contacts who arc stu-
dents; (c¢) BEncouraging any tecnago comrades to 3o to a collego
where they con do meaningful politicol work,
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‘ 16, The high school compus is of considerable importance and
will incrcasc in impar tonce as the country moves to the loft. In

a number of arcas very fino responsc has been gainced from distri-
butions and strcet mcetings in front of high school campuscs and

& numbcr of high school students have boccome ¥S supporters. Special
attention should be paid to the possibility of orgonizing separate.
groups for tocnagers. it may very well be that tcenagers will find
the social atmosphore of such a group merce conducive than the rog-
ular ¥S supporter group with its generzlly older age level,

Minority and Working-Class Youth

17. While our main cricntotion is toward campus youth, thcre
arc other arcas of work not striectly relatcd to tho campus to
which a socialist youth movement should pay-closc attention. Fore-
most among thosc arc the minority youth such as the Negroes, Mexi-
cans and Pucrto Ricans, who becausc of their minority status have
spccial problcems and have to 2 certain cxtent organiged themselves
to deal with thesc problems.

18, Thc best cxample of this proccss ¢:n be scen in the Negro
community whcerce in many arcas scparatc NAACP youth councils have
bcen formeds The last two Youth ilarches for Integration have of-
forcd additional opportunitics to got in contact with Negro youth
in some orgonized forme The most typicil form of Negro youth acti-
vity romains within the confinces of Negro church youth groups. Ne-
gro campuscs 2s well as mixed campuses 2l so offer opportunities to
work with young Ncgrocs,

19. In tho past the ¥S has paid considerable attention to the
problcems of Negro youth, We werc among the forcmost supportcers of
the campaign to free the "Kiss Casc" boys. We have boen active in
the past two Youth Marches. It is hizhly important to continuc to
kcep in contact with Nexro youth, to cxplain the socialist altorna-
tive to them ond to let them know that therc is o place for them
in the socialist youth movement in the fight for full intogration
and for a socialist America., Our pross should continue its cducae
tional “‘campaign aimed at the problems faccd by these young poople
as well as thosce faced by other minority groups.

20, As g recvolutionary socialist youth movement our goal is
to build a working-~class youth movcrment in composition as wcll as
in politics, Whilc at the prescnt timec wc lay primary cmphasis on
campus youth, wc must be the typc of youth movement that young

“workers in the shop will fcecl at home in, not a Bohomion pscudo=-
intellectual movement such as tho social-democratic youth, We must
pay attention in our pross to the problums faced by young workers.
We must recalizes howover, that many young trade unionists will be
more intcrostced in an adult political party which docs active trade
union werk than in a spceifically youth movements Our major task
today is to forge an organic link betwcen the American student and
the Amcrican workor, This we must do by advoeating working-class
politics and supporting working-class org:inization among the stu-
dents., Wo must convincc the studenss thaot the future lics in an
allionecc with labor, not with capital,



esstasks and perspoctives = = 5 -
Other Youth Tendencics

21, The Young Socialist is not the only radical tondency ox-
isting today among young pcoplce. The social-democratic youth cxist
in the form of thc Young Pcoples' Socialist Leaguc (SP-SDF), and
tho Stalinist youth arc active, though at prescnt unorganized on a
national level, In addition there arc a considerable number of une
affiliatod sociclist youth, capccially those organized into campus
clubs in the Midwest arca. '

224 Our major rival for the allegiance of young pcople on came
pus is the Young Pcoples'! Socialist Leaguce This group is basically
made up of the former right wing 0% the ¥YSL and a number of scmie
socialist clements it has been able to attract since the YSL-YPSL
fusion, This tondoncy has token a hostile attitude towards the YS,
and has refuscd cven to discuss any possible unificotion when we
approachced them with the offor of unity on the basis of our BEditore
ial Policy statoment, They have gono so far us to say that even if
the ¥S supporters wished to join tho YPSL most of thoem would be
barrcd,

23, Politically this group must bec & aracterized 25 a righte
wing socialist group whosc politics consist almost wholly of op=-
portunism, It shows a high dcgrcce of disrcgard for theory or soci-
alist principlc and makcs o speeinlty of rapidly furning idealistic
young pooplc into old ward-hcelers, Its membors generally support
‘the policy of working within the Demoeratic Party, arc opposcd to
united cloctoral activity, and rcfusc to work with Communist Party
youthe Whilc many in tho YPSL consider themsclves to be "third
campors" thce goneral drift of the organizotion is toward the State
Department and they ongage in virulent red-baiting. Their major
oricntation is onc of adaptation to the ofificial liberals,

2li, This group, bceausc of its longor cxistonce, has more roots
on the campus thn wo havoe Its membership may be slightly larger
than ours, thouzh of a lcss dedicated naturce It is oxtremely ime
portant for the rovolutiona socialist youth to cxplain in a po-
dagogic way to ncw young pcople on the campus the differcnces be-
twoeen oursclves and the reformists,

25. Thc Communist Party youth, whilc at prcsent unorganized
nationally, will in the ncar fuburo probably takc on an organlzate
jonal forme Thoir major oricntation is similar to that of YPSL wew
adaptation to the official liberalse Their tactics arc similar and
thoir opportunism as pronouncced, Thoy distinguish thcemsclves from
the YPSL primarily in their adheronce to the Sovict bloc, which
makes any attempts of theirs for fusion with the liberals illusory,
. It is also very important to combat the influcnce of this group on
the campusy but in such a way as to cxhibit no tracc of the rcd-
baiting charactceristic of the YPsSL's approach,

26, A significant body of young pcople arc today organizod in
campus clubs indcpcendent of dircect domination by the social deomo-
crats or tho Stalinistse The hoavicst concentration of such young
pcoplc is in the Midwest arca, An dmportwmt aspect of our campus
work should be to countcract YPSL ond CP influcnce to tho cxtont
that it oxists among thcsc youth and to build links botwcen these
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Our Forccs

"27. Our two ycars of political activity have produccd a .most
vital product: a rovolutionary socialist youth cadre. This ‘cadrc,
coming from divcersc political backgrounds, has a high degrecec of
political and orgmizational cohcsivencss. Our task in tho coning
period is to strengthen this cndrc and to expand our influcnec
nationaily., Success in this task will go a long way in making pos-
sible the successful developmont of o revolutionary socialist
movement os a whole,

28, This cadrc has as its organ the Young Socialist, By ma-
king thc bullding of this papcer our primary orgn izational work
ovor the pagt two yoars we have been able to achieve an influcnco
far beyond our small immcdiatc forccse. The ¥S has the largest cire
culation among young pcople of any soecialist publication, Its a-
bility to prescent a rovolutionary socialist program in a way that
other socinlists -~ and most important of all, nonesocialistsg --
can understond is 2 koy to this successe The Y5 is also rcad and
recspected widely by socialist youth of mony differing vicws, This
rospoet is largely duc to the rcputation of the ¥S as a consistont
pronoctor of regroupment among socialistse An integral part of our
future perspcctives is the continucd salesy distribution and ox-
pansion of the Young Socialilst, our cducator and organizor,

We have succceded, in most arcas wherc we arc actlve, in
forming functioning Young Sociclist clubs around the paper. Theso
clubs carry on varicd activity with primary cuphasis on cducation
and promotion of our press. In thc coming period we must expand the
work of the existing local formations and rcgularize the functione
ing of our foreces in those arc-s as yet to develop stoble orgoni-
zations, Without such stablc active local groups in the major con-

- ters of this country we will bo unable to build a revolutionary

soci~list youth movement.

30, We have a functioning national conter which makes possible
the regular publication of tho ¥S, the internal communications and
political lendership of our forces, This wos not casy to achicve,
Its continuation and cxponsion is esscential to the building of a
revolutionary soclialist youth movement. Its w rk is supplemontod by
the publication of discussion and cducational bulletins in the Bay
Arca, This work also is vital to the intcrn2l 1life of our forces
as well 28 to the cducational work we must do to build new forces.

_.31s Through the past period of rcgroupment wec have assembled
precious cadroes which can become the forerunncr of a future youth
movenent, We must now expond our influence on the compus and by so
doing incrcecasc our forces, straagthicn our press, our national cene
tor and our local orgmnizations. This is a period of promising
opprortunities, Through a corrcct political program, as elaborated
at the Dotroit conference, a proper »crspective for our work and a
stable level of la 21 and national o ganigzation, wc can make the
most of thesc opportunities,

¥S National Committee Meeting, July 29, 1959., Tim reporting.
In reporting on the Tasks and Persbectives Rosolution Tim emphae-
sized two major points; 1) that wo must increase our activities on
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the Americon Collezo campus and 2) that we have lagzed in paying
enough attention to the YPSL's, We must launch a vigorous ideologi-
cal campaizn against reformist views amonz Amcricon radical youth,
Discussion: '

_ Proposal made by Carl F., of Twin Citics; That the ¥S and its
Supporters orient toward the establishment of a formal national
organization of revolutionary socialist youth at t he next conven-
tion of ¥S Supporters, #

Bob He of Detroit proposcd the following amendments;
Paragraph 18 -- delete the word campus.
Paragraph 22 -- first sentence in paragraph be decloted.

#Motion by Tom L, of Twin Citics -- withdrawn after discussion, (Ho
mad Cerl's proposal in the form of a motion,)

Surmiary by Tim: Tim urged that the Feingold proposal be wi thdrawn
not because of opposition to it but in order to givc more timo for
discussion of this nccessary step among ¥S Supporters, He also pro=-
posed to adopt the Himmel amendman tse However, he favored the
striking of the first scntence in paragraph 22 not out of disagree-~
ment with it but rather that therc could be more time to discuss

it beforc zdopting a policy on it, Motion to approve Resolution
including Bob H's, amdndments, Motion carricd unanimously.
Consultative unan,
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Toronto Young Socialist Alliarnce
January ‘ - - 1959

Dear Corrades:

Lot me wish you best grectings of the season from the com-
radcs in Toronto. I rogrct that no delegates will be ablc to rep-
rescnt our group at this confercnec, partly becausc of social obli-
gations that acrise 2ot this timc of year, and larzgely becausc of
financial obligations that confront the individual at this time in
the capitalist crisis,

Since it is impossible for us to be reprcsented personally, I
would like to take up on mysclf the rcsponsibility of giving a rc-
port for our district by mail,.

Perhaps some of you will remember that last year I gave a
ather cnthusiastic report concerning Toronto, We had held thesec
large public forums, and wore beginning to attrzaet a number of soc-
ially inclined but as yet politically uncducated youth to theme.

However, 2 series of rather damaging events shortly after-
wards caused the activities of the group to decline sharply. First,
the city bureﬂucr"cy decided that, becausc we had invited an ox-
LPP (that is C,P., in the U.S,) member of parli~ment to speak, wo
could no longer use the respectable hall we had availed oursclves
of until thene This cvent in itsclf would have becn ncglizible,
but shortly afterwards the federnl clections drew most of the polit-
icals in the group into cmpaizn work, rather thon continuing to
work in the youth organization. Thon, within o rclatively short
period of time we 1t several lecading comrades =« onc to Australia,
a couple to Vancouver, wherc they are now active - and a couple to
Britain, Thc cditor of the paper left o short while later on a
cross-Canada rcgroupment tour, which whiloc being immeasureably
beneficial to thc regroupment process now beginning in Canadu, was
immediately dutrimentul to the youth groupe.

So much for vhy what weo expccted to happen did not happoen =
now for what has happcned.

Throughout the summer and early fall, whero in Canada it is
almost traditional for youth groups to take to the greoat outdoors,
somc contnct wo rk was dono, and potential activists werc listod.

By the bezinning of November, we wore again of sufficlent
sizec to hold 2 public forum, Sincec thon, we have continued to hold
them on a bi-wecekly basis, The nurber of people attending has
grown rcsularly, and our last mecting saw twonty peoplo prescnte
In the immcdiatc future we will be trying out the possibilitics
of co=sponsoring socialist spockers with other loft-wing organ-
izations, such as lcft Zionists, left social-democrat, dissident
LPP youth, or even thc LPP youth organizaticn itself (LPP is tho
parallcl to the CP in the U.S.)

We have distributed the- loc 1 high schools and tho Univor-
sity of Toronto campus to advertise mcetings, in addition to pald
ads in their paperse We aro bogimning to find some support on the
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campus, in spito of a largc CCF (soeil-democrat) organizaﬁion
alrcady cstablished there.

This is the only CCF youth group in Ontario at present, but
consists of about fifty momborss. The whole group is far left of
the parent orgonization and in a recent conventlion supportcd such
resolutions as, withdrawl from NATO, cbolition of aparthcid in-
flucncos in Conada and throughout the world, frce university odu-
cation, frce health plan, cte; « Several of the left wing membors
have cxpressed sympathy with use

So far we have given relatively little attention to the
paper, placing it sccond in importance to building tho forums and
getting established, Now that we have to somc degroc established
ourselves, it is quite likely that this situation will soon be rec-
tified,

At the time of last February's conference, our attitude was
optimistic almost to the point of smugncsse At this onc we are
just reporting what has happcened and continuc to work, The futurc
is much more 1likely to hold bigger gains for thosc who work than
for those who just hope, and sit idly by precdicting rich harvests,

Hoping for a suceccessful conference,
ClLiff Cotton, on

bechalf of the Toronto Young
Socialist Alllance
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, The article in the October 20th issue of The National Guar-
dian, cntitlcd, = "Docsn't Anybody Like John Foster Dulles?" and
deseribing the difficulties of the Cincinnati Council on World
Affairs, in its offort to find somecone to.support the Dulles po-
sition in a debatc on U.S. foreign policy in the Far East, brought
to mind 2 similar problem we had in Baltimorc a little whilc back
vhon news cane that the Unamerican Committee was about to hit town
with a thrce day local TV hearing, the Socialist Study Group of
Boltimore thought it would be 2 good iden~ to sponsor a debate on
tho subject, "Arc Congressional Investigations and the Sceurity
Progrm o Safcguard or o Threat to Democracy?" We had no trouble
sceuring George Mcyers, a C. P, momber and Smith Act victim, and
Joc Atkinsy tho head of the state ACuL.U, to takc a position op-
poscd to the Security Program ond the Investigations, Then the
scarch startcd to sccurc a specker for the point of vicw of the
ruling classe We decided to start at the "top" and wrote to the
House Committec on Un~American Activiticse After all, we figurcd,
their performers would be in town at that timce for their own show
Just to make are, we sent a similar invitation to the Senate Suba
Committcce Having received no answer from d ther of thesc groups,
we spent the threc woecks before the scheduled decbhate in a frengzicd
effort to find somconc in thesc United States to defond Congrcss
mnd the Justice Depts The brave F.B.I, replied that t hey would
be glad to supply us with a speaker == but not if somcone was go-
ing to prescnt the other point of vicw at the same mceting. We
fclt cortain that our Sen., John Marshall Butler, who owes his
c¢lection largely to the assistance of Joc McCarthy, would be ane
xious to uphold the grand tradition. He replied with a letter
asking us morc about cur group. When we oblidge =-- he discovercd
another ongagcment. The Amcricwn Legion simply dceceided against
participationes Onec of the suggested speakers copped out on the
excusc that one of our spcnkers was a Communist -- ancther refused
because he didn't quitc approve of the color of our modcrator -

a Negro Colloge Profesgsor.s The Republican Party somchow just
couldn't be rcacheds On the othcr hand -- the Democratic Party,
"the party of the masses," likewise couldn't be recached, The In-
tornal Security Police of the State of Maryland must have felt
themsclves in a real dither. Therc they werc -- rushing speakors
to every little lady's club -and Rotary type organization in the
state == warning of the d-ongers of "Communist subversion" and at
the same time scnding plain clothcsmen to our meetings; and they
were -= asked to come ocut in the open and defend their point of
viow and att-ck their oproncnts vicws, That'!s right. Thegy declincd.
The Jre Chomber of Comacrec assurcd us that they didn't have any-
one qualified to discuss thc issue -~ which is a zood thing to re-
rember ncxt time they discuss it.

Well, Tucsdays the first day of the hearings, arrived, Our
dcbate was scheduled for the following Friday night. The loeal
press splashed thce proceedings 21l over the, front paze but main-
tained their blackout of news of our pending debatc and its ree-
latcd pr bleme During the stntion brezk I approached Congressman
Walter and asked him why he didn't answer our invitation., He
claimed that he hadn't received ite That night we typed another
invitation to Rep, Walter, which‘'early Wed. morning was handed to
an usher at the hoaring, togethcer with a lecaflet of our impending



w 1ll -

debate, to bc in turn, given to Reps Walter, That morning, George
Meyors, one of our debators, was ealled before the Committce, As

a major piecc of "eivdcnce" of The Communist Conspiracy, outr lcaf-
lot was rcad into the record and consequently seen and heard by
hundreds of thousands at the other ¢nd of the radio microphone and
TV ‘cameras, Now the press had to acknowledge our existence with
the implied paradox that through all the wild charges that the
Wolter Committce made under the Congressional immunity of the
hearings; herec was a2 still small voice chollenging the Committee
members and 2all their clk, to make the same accusations in free
and open debates Press, radio and telcvision throughout the fol-
lowing day announced and commented on the impending debate, That
day, Thursday, was the last d~y of the hearings. The dcbate com-
mittce of the Socialist Study Group held 2o mecting that night and
it was decided that sincc we had advertised it as a "debatc" - the
proper thing was to eithcer have a rezl debate or announce to tho
public why 5 dcbatc was not possible, Circumstances dictated that
we do the lattere Due to the fact that (through a month of secarche
ing, and after a-proaching over twenty groups and individunls)

no onc could be found to defend Congrcssional Investigations on
the Sccurity Program, the debate had to be cancecllcde The
announcement of the death of the debatc rceccived more publicity
than its birth, It scrved as o fitting, (2lthough 2all too under=
publicized) anti-climax to accusaticns and smoars of the Congrcs-
sional Committec Honrings.

P, S¢ The facts of the situatlion; and thousands of other
similar situations, warront wider reeadership than thgy will res
ceive at this juncturc of history in the U,S, There arc vestod
interests which control the overwhelming majority of our, most
effective moans of communication yet devised by man. These vested
interests, ncedless to say, arc opposed to thc frecdom of the pube
lic to lcan both sides of such issues as the Cold War, thc Witch
Hunt and Soci2lisme It is however very much to the intercests of a
democratic peoplec, to rcad and know 2ll sides of all such issues,
Indeedy if therc is any rock upon which democracy is fouml ed, it
is the rock of frecdom of information, discussicn and debatc, Ve
must now depend on the few poriodicals which arc frce from class
vosted intercsts if we are to read the facts which the kept press
kecep from us, That is why it is so importmt for the hope of de-
moecracy itself, to support such peridicals as The Young Socialist.
As such voices of truth beconic strongcer, it will boecome morce dife-
ficult for the capitalist class ro ignorc thoe challenges of the
little people,




- la oy
THE TASKS OF OUR 1960 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
By Tim Wohlforth

We are a very new movement and to the extent that we
have "traditions™ they are only two or so years old, In an
older organization most steps such as plenums or national
conventions are taken for granted. These events occur regu-
~larly every year or two and do not need any special motiva-
tion. They are looked upon as inherent in the functioning of
a national body.

In our youth movement this is not necessarily the case,
It is important for us to motivate each step we take to be
sure that every YS Supporter, who will be called upon to
make sacrifices, has a full understanding of why the step
is necessary. While this does tend to make national function-
ing more difficult it adds a richness to the experiences of
those in the youth movement, Rather than functioning in a
routine way they have a higher consciousness of why they are
functioning. This is one of the educational values of a
youth movement--all that is taken for granted by adults is
questioned anew by youth.

At our Detroit Conference we put into the "Interim Mo~
tion on Organization" a provision that the YS Supporters
would hold national conferences once a year. This was estab-
lished for good reasons, We felt that such national gather-
ings were essential to the democratic functioning of the
youth movement. Further, they added to the national cohesive-~
ness of the organization. The youth organization is distin-
guished from an adult partv by its relatively high rate of
turnover., Young people experiment with radical politics and
‘a sifting process goes on selecting individuals capable of
dedicating their lives to socialism. Such turnover can have
a disintegrating effect if it is not countered by such cen-
tripetal events as national gatherings and national tours.
Finally, such conferences allow for the movement to annually
take stock of where it is and where it is going and to work
out in common its tactics and its political program for the
coming period.

The National Conference we are projecting for this com-
Spring is a good example of the way in which national gath-
erings in general help the development of the youth movement
as a whole. What is the basic task before this coming con-
ference? To further develop a national revolutionary social-
%st yogth ﬁovement both organizaticnally and politically and
to apply the energies of this movement to iks tasks of re-
placing the YPSL as the socialist vouth organization and
developing firmer roots on the American Campus. 1n other
words we are to take what we have, develop it into a more
effective instrument, and then apply that instrument with
greater precision to our tasks.,

1. A National Young Socialist Alliance:

The first point that must be on the agenda of this con-
ference is an organizational one~-the establishing of a na-
tional Young Socialist Alliance. While we already have what
is in effect a national organization, due to its recent
transition from a more amorphous form, its formal structure
is somewhat confusing at best and could be downright harmful
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at worst. Generally in politics organizational form must
correspond to the political reality. On the one hand, if

one forces a highly developed organizational form on a new,
amorphous grouping-one will fail, On the other hand, if one
insists on keeping an amorrhous form for a politically high-
ly cohesive organigation, such as our YS Supporters Group,
one will likewise get into trouble, Our task at this confer-
ence is to recognize in our formal structure the reality of
our development. We must form a full-fledged national organ-
ization-~The Young Socialist Alliance--with a formal consti-
tution and rules of functioning,

Such an organization will give us greater cohesiveness.,
Further-it will establish regular rules of procedure for us,
such as are in any democratic organization. For instance, at
present the actual relationship between our local groups and
the national center is dubious at best. This step will also
undercut any demagogic arguments from YPSL that it is the
only socialist youth organization. Our step in forming a
national organization will look to the YP3L and those influ-
enced by the YPSL, as well as to our own periphery on campus,
as a forward step of strength on our part andi as the first
step in a drive to build a real national movemwent which can
have an impact on American youth. We must not lose sight of
the international role we are beginning to play. We already
have considerable prestige with socialist youth in other
countries. However, it is difficult for us to deal with them
as we are not flormally an organization. The YPSL is planning
to reorganize a North American bureau of the IUSY and our
existence as a national organization could be of considerable
embarrassment to them in this project.

II. Towards a Revolutionary Prg&g§~‘

' The formalizing of our national organization is only
part of theée process 6f building & national revolutionary
youth movement, Just as important is the development of a
revolutionary program for this movement. It is true that the
youth do not have to initiate a program--create it out of
thin air. Their exists a Soﬁy of revolutionary socialist
thought worked out in Marx's time and carried forward by
Lenin and Trotsky. But it is not enough for the youth simply
te adopt this program,

In order for the youth to really comprehend the program
they must think it out for themselves. The educational pro-
cess of working on a political reselution is a necessary one
if young pecple are to really understand political gquestionms.,
Even for these youth to be members of the SWP and thus adhere
to a worked out political program is not enough. The major
portions of the program they support were adopted long before
they ever joined the organization, and they may have diffi-
culty plowing through the musty o0ld bulletins to find the.
actual resolutions that were adopted. Even if they take the
trouble to find these resolutions the study of them, while
fruitful, is no substitute for working out the ideas for one-
self. Our youth movement is composed both of young people who
are members of the SWP and those who are not, The program for
the Y5 movement must be a joint product of all the members of
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the organization. i

A revolutionary program must be adapted so as to fit the
actual needs of the living movement. In this case any revolu-
tionary socialist program must be so worked out as to be.ap-
plicable to the tasks of the youth movement in this period,
Such a program must consist not only of fundamental programe
matic points but also of transitional formulations which re-
late the revclutionary program to the problems and thinking
of the youth we are trying to reach, Thus gn SVWP resolution ,
on the nature of war directed toward workers during World War
ITI will not ma%e much sense %o a student at Columbia Univere,
sity in 1960. The fundamental conceptions may be identical
with those of a war resolution the Y3 would work out today,
tut the way in which these conceptions were applied to the
problems of today would be entirely different.

This is precisely what we had in mind when we put: on the
agenda the question of the "Fight Against Imperialist War,"
We wanted to develop a resolution which would apply the fun-~
damental revolutionary class struggle approach to the War
gquestion in such a way that we could take advantage of the
anti-war sentiment to be found among students today. We felt
there was no reason why the pacifists should be allowed to
pose as the only ones who sincerely favor peace. It is impor-
tant for us to combat thésillusions fostered by Stalinists
and liberals as to the road to peace. Finally, the struggle
for socialism in this country is a struggle against the re-
actionary role.U. S. imperialism plays in thé world. This is
a political fight we must wage day in and day out., We need to
equip ourselves for this fight by having the utmost clarity
in our ideas on this question as well as working out the most
effective way to bring these ideas to our audience.

Such a war resolution would link the healthy resistance
among students to ROTC, the draft, and the witchhunt, to a
struggle against the real source of all these-- the capita-
list system. It would explain that the cold war is not the
result of "misunderstandings"™ but of the inherent drive to=-
ward war in the capitalist economy. The only realistic way to
achieve peace is to overthrow the capitalist system.

The resolution should be written in such a fashion that
it not only formulates clearly our programmatic views but
does so in such a way that our views are comprehensibie to
new people. Immediately following the conference we should
publish the resolution and utilize it as an adjunct to our
propaganda work on campus.

Do we need such a resolution? Well, all of you who have
had some contact with the American campus-what would you give
to someone interested in our ideas to explain to them our
thinking on the question of war? Lenin on Imperialism? All
well and good, but your contact will ask is this still rele-
vant to modern capitalism. "War and the 4th International"?
Even better as this is undoubtedly the finest work ever writ-
ten on the question of war., But it was written before World
War II and while still correct in essence it could not deal
with a world such as we have today., Further, both pamphlets
are aimed at an audience already familiar with Marxist metho~
dology and terminoly--this is certainly not true of our cur-
rent audience,
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But does anyone really care? Of course there is no
large scale sustained anti-war movement among the youth to-
day as there was in the thirties. Therefore obviously our
anti-war propaganda should not be of an agitational variety
in most cases(there are exceptions such as when dealing with
an anti-ROTC movement or a case ofAmerican intervention such
as Lebanon), Will anyone deny that there exists a stratum of
youth in this country which sincerely opposes the American
“war drive and seeks soge way out of the present world situ-
ation? Was not the reaction of youth to the student SANE
moverent (with all its limitations)last year a sign of this?
I have heard two r=scent examples of such sentiments., During
the curreat trailblazers' tour our comrades attended a debate
between Norman Thomas and William PBuckley at Yale. Before a
large audience(l,500 or so)Buckley defended a sabre-rattling
policy including continuation of nuclear testing., The audie-
ence reacted ‘itrongly against each pro-war statement of Buck-
ley and warmly applauded any even half-hearted anti-war sen-
timent of Thomas. Even more recently two pacifists at Cal
(see December Y3)opnosed compulsory ROTC and received a large
measure of support from other students. Even our correspond=-
ent way down at the University of Alabama, no citadel of rad-
calism, reported grurbling absut ROTC,

Such a resolution would be followed by a campaign not
of an agitational but of a propagandistic nature to reach
Amer#can students with our views on the question of war and
to utilize any sentiment against the immediate effects of
the cold war on the campus in order to imterpose transition-
al eoncepts to bring these students to our full views on the
strugele against war,

IIT, A Transitional Program for American Students:

Equally important to formalizing our organizational
structure and the further development of our revolutionary
program is the deepening of our work on the American campus.
True, we adopted a resolution at our last plenum sketching
out our work on the campus. Further, since that time we have
made real headway in campus work. Eowever, we still have a
long way to go to develop anything approaching real roots on
the campus and in this the YPSL is still way ahead of us.

There are two major ways that we should &pproach our
campus work at the conference, The first, which is the most
obvious, is through area reports, campus fraction reports,
and discussion which follows such reports., There was a feel=-
ing at our Detroit Conference that the tabling of such reports
was a serious flaw in the whole conference. Such a move was
necessary due to the amount of time consumed by factional
struggle with the now long-gone Larcyites. But such should
not. be a problem at our Spring Confermnce, Plans tentatively
call for a three day conference so that we should have plen-
ty of time for detailed area reports and thorough discussion.

There is another way to approach our campus work which
we have been thinking about. That is tke developing of a
transitional program which will relate the interests of the
American student to the historic struggle of the working
class for socialism, At present the American student faces
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& growing pressure toward coxformity om the sampus, The administration has,
sinee VWerld War XI, been expanding ené PMgrping mere and mere power both
from the students and the fasulty., It {87itilizing this power to mels A-
morisan edusation asubsorvient to the ecld war nseds of American husiness.
Thus 1t institutes the witehhunt against radicals and in cne way or a-
nothor tries to prevent the demosratie orgsnization of the students, It ia
helped in this proecess by the militarization of sampus life through ROTO
anl Roserve systems and the thought polieing of studsnta not only by the
administration but by governmsnt and militery thought cops as tho campus
becomss Just another compartmsnt of soms defense cantract,

Omr resolution aguinst war becomes, in this eonitext, a more detailed
exposition of part of the transitional program we oan formulate fer Arorican
students, Jim Bobertssn has [romised to glve soms vhought to this when he c-.
comes back from the Trailblazers tour and possibly work up a resolution en
it. oontributions in the meantims from our supporters throughtut the country
to a discussion on 8 transitional program for the studsnts would be excel.
lent, There is no doubt that such a program would get quite & response on
the eampus and would e another exampls. of how we can deepen our lecal work
o scampusas through a nationsl eonference.

V. Tnpsrds the A0 Elsctions

1960 is an election year and as such opens up trz=mendous pessibili-
tlies for the expansion of the revoluilonary movement az a whole thmzﬁ
proper utilization of the eleciorai process for propaganie purpCscs.

IS ean pilay an importani rola in this and 6an legk forwerd to a reel in-
ersase of its influence on the campus this caming fall through vigersus ine
tervention in the elestions, It.is possible to leok upen the whole gbove
prosces of strengthening our national revolutionary youth mevemont as pro-
paratory for our work in the'60 ®lectionse Me will te the only soeislist
youth groyp whish will apposl to the “merican youth to vote socialist and
against the two capitalist candidatess We muat lay the basis at this Spring
conference for a roal sampaign to rally youth support for a socislist-tiocket
in 19

hore may be some who still wonder of what use a national comferenco
will be. lhere is a different problem that bothers me—how in hell are we
going %o find time to treat adequately the many important taske:which we
have hefore this confersnce? ihe fact that the agenda is so packed is & sign
of the life and vitality of our movement. “ur Spring National Conference
will be another important step in the growth of %hat movement.
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(The article below-1s written by a former alternate
on the NEC of YPSL. He has since resigned from YPSL.
The follawing was interded solely as a first drart.)

Organization For Socialists

by Barry Shepard
1. The YPSL'

The YPSL has been operating on a conception of organization whish
I believe to be precisely out of phase with what a sosialiat
organization ought to bes We have all been concerned with lack
of political and the low political level of the discussion in
the YPSL. This lack of polities is & reflection of our conception
of organization which in turn is a reflection of ocur eonception

of socislism and of how to achieve socialism,

Mike Harrington has said that he wanta an organization whieh
both Baptist and Deutsoherites ean belong tos The YPSL has had
this conception of broadness, and has had some success at being
broad. By necessity, sueh a eonception implies that a common
low level of sgreement be reached, that a minimum program be
developede In a strict sense every organization adopts a
minimum program::we are concerned with a matter of degree,
Mike 's oriteria for meribership, his minimum pletform, is "democracy
and socialism.® Anyone who is “for" socialism and democracy is
to be maintained, no political current within it oan dominate.
Therefore, all analysis, all resolutions, all YPS): positions
and atatements must be kept at the level of cormon agreement,

At the level of being "for™ socialism, the level is low indeed,
Thie is why Mike opposed the analysis contained in Landy's
foreign policy resolutions Analysis presupposes a viewpoint
about the world, a philosophical and empirical positione
Baptists and Deutscherites and beatniks and what not cannot
agree on an analysis. Landy introduced his resolutiocn hoping
for a political discussion about the analysis. Givon Mike's
conception, which has perreated the YPSL, such a hope was utopian,
Anelyses can not be discussed in an etmosphere where analysis
it=zelf opposes the conception of the organizeition. FPolitica
without analysis is nothing. Political discussion is analysis.
Therefore there)ia no political discussion in the YPil.

A general, powerful analysis is required to develop & conception
of socialisme Baptists and beatniks, if they have any conception
at all, do not agree on a general analyvsis or on the nsture of
socialism. In order to maintain the cormon level, Mike's ideas
have us never say one word- about socialism, We do not discuss
socialism. We never nake inquiry into the possibilities of
socialism, except to mouth the slogan “socialism is economic
democracy, where the nieens of production are in the hands of the
people and are democratically managed.™ This is so profound
that &t can be found in Webster. This is the content of our
thought and discussion of what Socialism means. In the YPSk
there is no discussion of Socialism.



Again, the  uestion of how to reach our 1ll-conceived goal is not
discussed, except that we all ere “rfor" a Labor Party. Socialist
ideas have evaporated into the thin air of slogans. Broadness

is nothingnease.

The YPSL is a party with no platforme. It stands for nothing but

the word "socialism." As such, it can attract alienated types

and real socialists. Of course it has attitudes and political
positions, but these are not discussed. What is such an organization?
It is a party without content. The only leeding it can do is estray.
Its only purpose is to perpetuate itself and make ltself larger.

If it was in & position to lead a revolution, it would betray that
revolution because it has no conception of where it is going oxr.
where the revolution is going. I doubt if it will ever be in such

a position: the YPSL is Social Democracy without a mass bese.

In such a position, however, its only course of activity would be

for it to teke power, &nd that is the graveyvard of socialism.

The present YPSL cleerly reflects this trend, &s it must, since it is
nothing dbut an organization with some socialistic attitudes,

YPSL's are concerned with contacts, not ideas; with recruitment,

not polities. Build the organization! For What?

11, Towards A Revolutionary Party

In an optimistic frame of mind I look at the YPSL as something that
ecan transcend itself. The present condition of nothingness.presents
the opportunity to attempt to begin discussion of a real socialist

party.

A socialist party has & conception of socialisme It has a goal.

It has an analysis of how to reach that goal. Therefore a real pearty
has a position and a platform. It advocates a basic transformation
of society: it is revolutionarye.

The Marxist position is the only position upon which to build a
socialist party. Anyone for whom this is a question should go home.
Marxism offers the only coherent theory of cepitalism and of the
history of societies. It is the Marxist analysis which gives
validity to the unsuceessful socialist movements of the paste

Marxists orient towards the working cless. IWhy? Because the
workers are somehow nicer than other people? Because they are
supposed to have big rmscles? Because they are more free from
ain than others? It is because the working class and only the
working class can smash capitliem and establish a new economic
order based upon themselves, because this new order would contain
no classes since the workers have no property, because the working
class has been educated and organized by the capitalist system,
because socialism is in the interests of the working class.

This Y~SL fumbling with campus clubs, with literaries and beatniks,
is for nothing but the sake of organization. The campus is not
the place to orient towerd.
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What is socialiam? Is it economic planning? Social security?

Public health? Socialism is the domination of society of no classes.
How can the workers dominate society? By and through their own
organizations. By and through their own coucils and whatever

forms they create. By and through a party? A party in direct control
or in a parliement? Never. Can socialism be legislated?

Can freedom be decreed? Of course not. Freedom in history is the
seizure of power by the workers through their own forms of organizetion
as was witnessed in the Paris Comrune, Russia in 1905 and 1817,

and the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. &ny other conception of
socialism except that of the direct and soncrete seizure of power

by the workers through their own organization is a lie, is fraud

and deception and can only lead to a perpetuation of cless society.
Any "other™ conception of socilaliam is therefore anti-socialist.

That ia why Baptists and beatniks are useless tresh. That is why

a broad organization cannot be socialist.

What is the function of a socialist party? To lead the workers

to power. To stand as the conscious section of the working clase,

the political defenders of the working class. To educate the workers
and make clear their intereats. To have as its only aim the seizure
of power by the workers through their own organizations, and therefore
to have no existence after this event.,

\

Only a party of vigorous discussion within the above framework

can be realistic encugh to succeed in the aim of establishing

socialiame Only a Merxist party can be realistic enough. Only o
intelligent discusslon aimed et understanding our present reality anmd - : ..
aimed at establishing such a party cen in fact establish it.

A socialist party does not eiaist, The opportunity for such a party

to begin does existe
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Sept. 21, 1959
Carl Feingold
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Carl,

I have just read your letter to Tim concernihg the conference agende. .....

My opinion on how we should proceed in organizing the conference is for the ed-
itorial board to propose a time and place, and begin discussion on the political
and orgenizational questions to be ralsed there. It should organize a national
discussion through the YS Forum bulletin. At the plenum vwhich will immediately
precedie the conference it should propose a conference agenda to the National _
Committee. It!'s the plemum's job to discuss and propose the agenda to the Oon~
ference. ~

I don't think a conference agends 1s something which should be decided solely by
the editorial board, nor by an NC poll wvhich precedes rather than follows a die-
cussion. In fact it shouldn't be decided by any kind of poll; nor should any
other political question if it's avoidable. Such questions should be determined
through e discussion and voted on at a meeting -- especially if there are dif-
ferences. The proper subjects for a poll are technical questions, such as de-
termining vhether or not people can come to a meeting at a particular time and
place.

That's vhat was intended in the poll recently sent out. In addition the gues-
tionneire adds ",..that the two main points on the agenda be..." This is not
yet an agenda, to my mind at any rate. And from your letter I don't gather that
you feel they shouldn't be the two mein points. You have a point of emphasis in
mind, end a particular point on the Tasks and Perspectives resolution. You must.
either think that the editorial boerd has overlooked these points or that it has
a different emphasis than you. Actually, this point has not yet been dlscussed
by the board.

The error of course is ocurs, The questionnaire doee not clearly indicate how
the agenda should be prepared; it appears es though this is it, It does though
refer to "two main points®, not to "the agenda" nor "the sole pelitical points®
nor enything similer, So that there will be clarity on how the agenda will de
deternined I intend to propose the above procedurs at the next board meeting
this coming Sunday.

I think that your opinions on the importance of our orgenisationsl form, your
opinion that the Tasks and Perspectives document should be rewritten and dis-
cussed, etc., all properly belong in the pre~convention discussion dulletin, or
as commente attached to the editorial bdoard mimutes, They don't belong in a
letter attached to a poll which shouldn't be held at all.

I wonld be surprised to hear that you would disagree very much with vhat I have
said., Most likely our action was unclear and se you jumped to a wrong conclne-
ton., If you agree, I hope you will answer, withdraw your request for a poll,
and publish your opinions in another wey. In eny case I am going to propose to
the board that it present a conference agenda to the NC plenum, not to an NC
poll, and that it clarify the present poll with a statement in the minutes,

Comradely,
Allen Taplin
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Cerl Feingold . . -2 - Octeber 26, 1959
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Carl,

The correspondence betwesn the editorial beard and the sunporters clubs that be-
gan with the EB proposal for a late December conference nov raises for us a nume
ber of Questions besides that of date. Some very good comments and proposals on
our work have come in and I hope the writers will have this material printed in

the discussion bulletin, However the dulk of the recent correspondence has been
on the question of date: winter vs. spring or summer, The sharpness of some of

the letters is surprising since on its face the problem is a technical one.

The difficulties of winter travel from the West Coast are appreciated here and in
order to solve this problem the EB began further consultation on -the date, After
what appearel to be substantial agreement on a mid-semester date was achlieved,
this proposal was formally made through the second poll. The agreement proved
1llusory however and this preblem is now sharper than before. Something new
has begun to appear in some of the correspondence: & certain resistance to the
idea of any national conference at this time, a posing of conflict between local
and nasional vork, vhat eprears to b a feeling that the demands of a ngtionai
confersnce will injure rather than help loecal work,

It epprars to me nov that something more important is involved than a disagresment
over difficulties of winter travel. The problem I believe is that of the orgen~
ization of our work and the central problem here is that of forces, This {8 not
a prcblem that we alone are confronted with and I would like to comment on it.

The psriod has remained ome of wvidespread apathy and political conservatism, The
"workinz class movement has suffered new setbacks recently, in France and ¥Ergli-nd
notatly, as well ae in this country. The radical movement has continued ite :ver-
all d<cline; witness the rightward swing of all the mass ;ocial-—domocrauc pasties
in Europe -~ and all the reforminst parties here,

With the m:-pouiu of class conflictes and the apportunities offered dy the re-
grovrnont period, the revolutionary socialist movemeat has mads some distinct -
gairs, Outside of the British Socialist Labor lLeagus, the most nota’le gain has
beer oir owm youth movement, While youth work here remains the most lively and
activo field of work it has not 4t all been free tm the pressures that are dam-
aging all the -oounu groups,

The disintegration of the YPSL was speeded becmuse their conservative progrem and
loose crganisation are not viable in a reactionary period. Our own revolutionery
progran and cedre orgsnisation on the other hand are suited to protecting the move
ment in euch a period. We can't escaps the pressures however, \n' re just able to
cope with them more eﬂocunly than 1is the YPSL. -

With all our accomplishments since the Detroit Conference, we hann't been adle to
grov in membership to any significant’ degree, We have gained some new people, bPut
ve've lost others, and excepting the notable growth in Philadelphia and Minneapo~
1is, most of our clubs have not changed mich in size. Some of them have declined
in membership, and no new ones have grown up. Of course there are promhing areas,
as Bo:ton appears to 'be right now.

But more important, we have qvnntctivplx inoreased cur membership in this senses:
we now have more snd better trained cadres in the local clubs and in the center.
This is so important.an achievement that we can say we have grown significantly
in the past year, While the YPSL has Leen racked by a orisis of leadsrship we
have been duilding our owmn,



-22 .
The political and organisational bdase that was established last Xmas has proven
to be quite solid. No basic change in our organizational structure seems indic-
ated. Rather the work of the next conference should be to expand on this dase.
The local clubs have become much more homogenous jn the recent period and now fit
the pattern of & formal national dorganisation quite well,

The adoption of a new name and constitution at the coming conference will be in
the main & formal statement of this situation. It will help our work, perticu~
larly in affiliating new clube and campus groups. But there is little indication
that it will cause any rapid increase in membership or that it will effect any
major change in our methods of work.

The question of our movement, the job of building a natiocnal revolutionary social-
ist youth organization, will however be the momt important task of the conference.
Or, as you put it, it should be the only task of the conference, A change in form
to a national organization is not identicel with this task; it is only part of it.
The other points of the agenda: program, campue work, etd., are also part of this
larger task, It subsumes them all and so does not appear as a separate agenda
point. To the extent that the conference is successful we will be able to say
that it has accomplished only one thing: the creation of a national revolutionary
sociglist youth organization.

The technical work on the first pre-conference discussion bulletin is being done
now, so programmatic contributions will soon be availeble for discuesion. A lot
of credit ie due the bulletin staff by the way. The recent two educational bul-
letins is an important contribution to our work and it's good that we were able
to complete them before all effort wae turned into the production of discussion
bulletins,

I am especially interested in the idea of the West Coast comrades for a type of
transitional program directed towards student youth. A discussion arcund this
question at the conference deserves a good bit of time. It fits in with the area
reports and will contribute to our main efforts directed towards the campus. It
will be especially valvable now that the Trailblagers are selling so many subs and
galining us a more extensive voice on the campus.

As I said earlier 1 view the problem we have as basically one of forces. It hits
us especially hard because manpy of our cadres are doing double duty, working on
SWP activities in addition to YS. The letters that have come in on the conference
date indicate to me that this is more of a problem than we had realized. With the
revolutionary movement so strapped for active personnel, and considering the rel-
ative youth of our movement, such problems cannot be unexpected.

However I think we will have an opportunity to soon turn this problem into one of
mitugl advantage, and that is through the 1960 election campaign. We have lesraed
from the tours of Tim last Fall and Jim last Spring, that there is a large, re:ep-
tive, and easily reached audience for socialist speakers on the college campuses.
¥We should be able to bring presidential, vice-presidential, and even state candi-
dates to well over the 45 campuses Tim visited.last year, This is a project in
which much of the technical work can be handled by the local clubs. It will be &
great ald to the campaign, especially if television and radio time are curtailed.

And it can boost our campus work. Not only can we increase YS circulation, bcth
sales and subs, but quite likely this work can stimulate a number of new campus
clubs into formation., The Detr<*t comrades have already pioneered this field,
with a united youth committee for the sociaslist candidates in the 1958 elections.
I hope they will write up a report on their work for the discussion, There is
plenty of time to discuss and organize such a project, If the conference date is®
eomewbat later than the original proposal, then this project would well be launch-
ed at that time.

Comradely,

Allen Taplin .
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EEPORT FROM PHILADELPHIA
November 3, 160
To the Baitorial Boerd:

4 very active phase of work has been completed in the Philadelphia
area by the Young Socialist Club, It took place arsund the conjuncture of
the Barenblatt tour and the press tour within the context of contipuing
direct political work. '

Lloyd Barenblatt presented his case before thousands of Philadel-
phians over radio snd at two public meetings. One was at Swarthmore Col-
lege, The other took place at the CentralimCA under the joint auspices of
four youth organizations including ourselves. Both public meetings drew ate
tendances of 60, and the radio interview wes permitted to continue for a

full houre

The Trailblazers ceme inte town on Friday, October 23 end while
tracking down subs at the University of Penn helped publicize the mee~
ting to take place the next day. Two letters in the DAILY PEIRISYLVANIAN
(a University of Pennsylvania student newspaper) by Arlene stirred in-
terest in the case at the same time as it gave her pudblicity as the chair-
man of the Independent Socialist Club, one of the co-sponsors of the YWCA
meeting, The Independent Soeialist Clud had been trying to get recognized
as a campus organization for almoat a year and finally succeeded on ¥ri-
day, October 23~-at least partially under the preessure of the Barenblatt
activity as well as from pressure‘through other sources.

=% % ¥

The YLCA meeting was the result of a united front. 4 sall for united
activity on the Barenblatt case was directed to a list of local liberal and
socialist youth organizations, The response to the call was estimated at a -
asmall working conference summoned through the call. Fresent were represente
atives from four youth orgenizations and an observer from YPSL, The Socialisy
Youth Union, a stalinist organization, chose to ignore the activitye. The four
representatives were able to gather the endorsement of the projeet from their
organizations: the YSC, the ISC{four members of which were present at the
working conference), the Vorld Affairs Discussion Group{consisting of teen-
agers interested in political and sociel issues and whioch use American
Friends Service Camittee facilities)end Teens shead{e progressive teen age
cultural and social organization), While each representative was & membpr
of tho YSC, eamh of the groups lives an a:tonomuus and real existence with
very few dual relationships with the YSC,

The united front (on paper) worked itself out (in life) just about
as expecteds It provided an entree into various doors and drew an atten-
dance from each organization that fully justified the joint sponsorship
en this merit alone. At the same time, almost the entire bulk of the wark
was carried ocut by the YSC comrades with the result that of the four
groups the YSC was the chief gaminers

An attempt was made to have Barenblatt speak at the one or more of
five campuses, Penn, Temple, Haverford, Swarthmore, and Lincoln University
(in Oxford, Pa. ~- near the Maryland border)e 4ll campuses but Swarthmore
were umable to provide a suitable sponsore At Penn, the Club hadn't been

-

-
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reeognized, At Lincoln, en unreliable friend was simply devastating in his
on-again, off-again method of arrangements. Haverford had ylelded little
solid contact mf late so that not much effort was expended there. Swarth-
more's forum did sponsor a meeting for Barenblatt on Sundey, Ostoher 25,

And, as for Temple, that is a story in and of itself; it is basicelly a
story of the Philadelphia YPSlee. and it must now be told, if only in summerys

* % * %

The YISL observer at our Conference (Lillian Mirmek) expressed interest
in the Barenblatt project but stated that even if it wanted to participate,
the Philadelphia YPSL would not be able to do so without a head-to~toe reore
ganization, which she expected to teke two months at leasts She said sho
would underteke to meke same phone calls end in the end was responsible for
attendance at the YMCA meeting to the extent of about four persons (three
of YPSL~SP-SDF membership)e. Asked ebout whether she could influence her
comrades at Temple (who run the Three Arrows Club and a YPSL chapter) to
sponsor Barenblatt, she said she would try. No visible resulte of her efforts -
appeared et any time thereafter. In the Three Arrows Clud are a member of the
YSC and a sympathizer, both of whom sit on the Program Committees When the
proposal came before the Club, along with a series of organizational ob-
jections, the following remarks were made by YPSL rembers: (a) Barenblatt
must be an Si/Per otherwise the YSC wouldn't sponsor him; (b) Let's write to
Vassar end find out why they fired him; (¢) we shouldn't participate in this
because Arthur (head of the YSC and former chairman of Three Arrows for one
year) is an opportunist and is trying to exploit this case for his own ends,

Nevertheless, at the Program Committee meeting, De¥id Fineman, the
YPSL~in-charge, said that the only impediment to having the meeting was the
lack of forces (he and all other YPSlers refusing to help). After further
informal discussion with myself, the majority of the Program Committee (i. ®,,
our two friends) decided that it could run the meeting. A leaflet waes produced
and distributed on Monday, October 19; a meeting hall was gotten end press
releases entered in the TEMPLE NEWS setting the meeting date for October 23
at 2 p. m. Next day, when Fineman was informed, he guickly cancelled the hell,
and the press release, and called a meeting of the Club for October 22, to
take up the matter of the Barenblatt meeting, That is, they deleyed the deci-
sion right up to the last minute, The cherge againat the proponents of the
meetinz was that they didn't go through channels, and therefore couldn't have
the meeting. These .roponents -- new to the Three Arrows and politics, in
general—-replied: (a) They were led to believe that the objection to the meeting
was a lack of forces whereas they were able to overcome that lack; furthermore,
if the leaders spent as ruch time in building the meeting as they did in
blocking it, it could have been rather successful, (b} The real objection was <t
not technical but political: the meeting might hurt the reapectability of
YPSL and Three irrows to be associated with either Barenblatt or YSCs

An interesting bit of documentation eppeered es editorial material in
the TEMPIE NE'/S protesting the practice of last-minute withdrawals of copy
( i, e;, the Barenblatt press release, which was mentioned by name), Lloyd
Barenblatt later put it this way: the YPSL leadership of Three Arrows acted
worse than the Un-American Comm.ttee in the sense that at least the latter
acted on principle, Furthermore, at the WCA meeting this fiasco was publiecly
exposed b the chairmsn as well as being given mention in Mr. Barenblatt's
remarks. i

x % % %
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Following the YMCA meeting, which was highley suceessful in its poli-
tical content and organizationsl results, a recption was held at 3508 Powel-
ton, to which about 25 people came. Refreshments were served and political
discussion on socialiam ensued to the wee hours, Literature was sold and
names and addresses noteds

The Swarthmore meeting contained perheps some of the beast disaission
on the case, Afterwards, the Trailblazers and myself were able to make con-
tact with various students which produced Bome favorable political responses,
including arrangements for a week-day sale (at which the Trailblazers sold
9 subs in two hour: before being ejected for trespassing). Another result
was a good basis for future spsakers and cther contect in the near future-
and possibly the formation of a socialist club,

*x ® * %

I might mention that the chief pieces of literature used in connection
with the Berenblait case were the interview which appeared in the YS and the
iiinority Decision b Justice Black. We sold over fifty copies of the latter--
our complete stock-- and could have s0ld more since we were all out by the
time of the tour itself.

* ¥ % ¥

The rest of the work of the Trailblazers will undoubtedly be detailed
by then, In short, we have a good basis fcr some work at Penn, Temple, and
Swarthmore -- part of which we certainly owe to the herd work and results
of Jim and Danny. During the wezk of their stay, leaflsts were distributed
vhich announced the meeting at which Jim spole on Sate., Octe 31 -~ thua
bringing together some of the various strands of activiiy of the local com-
rades on cempus, in the youth club and of the Trailblazers, Attendance of 45
was well represented by students (new faces). Further results from this can

be expected
# it

~ Submitted by:
Arthur FPhelps,
Philadelphia



HMinneapolis, Minnesota
September 15, 1959

Tim Wohlforth
Edltor, Young Socilalist
New York City

Dear Tim:

I received the poll mailed to the members of the Y.S.
National Committee regarding the proposed National Conference of
Young Soclalist supporters for the New Year!s weekend. The pro-
cedure of a poll at the initial stage of laying conference plans
should provide us with ample time to prepare a full pre-~conference
discussion and to organize plans for a fine convention.

The perspective of launching a national alllance of
our supporters at thls conference ls the next step for us in my
opinions I therefore welcome the motions adopted unanimously
by the Editorial Board at its last meeting that it "favors the
creation of a National Young Socialist Alliance at this Conference"
and that one of the two main points slated for the Conference
agenda be on "Natlional Organization',

As I see i%t, the main problem for the Y.8. today is the
congsolidation of our forces into a stable organization that can
act coheslvely on both a local and a national level. At this
point we have a semi-organization arcund a newspzper. What is
needed 1s an organization with a newspaper as its volcee The
distinetion 1s more than just a subtle conceptual one as shown
by the organizational impotence of the Natlonal Guardian readers
groups as compared with the dominant readershin of this paper
with all other radical newspaperse. While the Y.8. is more than
Just a circle of readers, the general point 1s still valid.

Our projected Conference should be geared primarily,if
not exclusively, to the task of strengthening our organization
and congolldating our forces. It 1s from this point of view that
I feel that the proposed Conference agenda is incorredt in its
emphaslse The Edltorial Board proposes that the question of
"The Fight Against War" be one of "the two main points" for the
Conference agenda, the second point being "National Organization',
I believe that placing the question of "The Fight Againat War® in
such prominant position on the agenda will tend to side-track us
from our maln task at this Conference.

Our last Conference went on record in 1its BEditorial
Pollocy motlion in opposition to American imperialism; in support
of the colonlial revolutions; and for socialism as the only
alternative to capitalist warse. That set our basic line. A new
memorandum on the question of war can, however, be useful now for
further clarification of our line. e should continue in the Y.8.
with a consigtant campaign on this question to counter the illusions
sown among young people by the status—quo-exlistence peddlerse
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In presenting the revolutionary point of view on war and peace
and the only way to achleve peace through soclialism, we open the
door o explain our full soclalist views to young peoples But

- while such a memorandum will be useful and should be dlscussed

by the Conference, it should be placed on the agenda so that it
plays a subordinate role tQ our main Conference taske

In my opinion, the main polnt on our Conference agenda
should be our adopted plenum resolution "On Tasks and Perspectives'.
This resolutlon should be revised to bring it up-to-date based on
the changes in the regroupment arena, the cold war, and the current
anti-labor offensive. This revised regolution will provide us
with a baslc orientation for the next period. The resolution can
then be concretized by a motion to establigh a National Young
Socialist Alllance that can begin work implimenting the Conference
declsions. ,

In addition, time must be alloted at this Conference
for area reports so that every local club can get the benefit of
national experlences and advice. Because of the unwelcome but
necessary fight at our last Conferences with the pro-Stalinist and
sectarian "iarcyites", who in essence were opposed to the develop-
ment of a revolutionary socialist youth movement, time for local
reports had to be taken off the agenda. This time we have basle
agreement in our ranks so that we can take the time for a lelsurely
discusslon and exchange of experiences. This is why I want to be
careful about the agenda so that, inadvertently, we don't get
slde~tracked into a long discussion on the peace question at the
expense 0f our maln work,

I propose that the projected Conference agenda be
amended as follows: (1) Area reports; (2) Revised Resolution on
Tagks and Perspectives and Motion on Hational Organization;

(3) Hemorandum on "The Fight Against Imperialist War".

I request that this proposal for an amended agenda be
submltted for polling of the Y.8. National Committee with this
motivating letter attached.

.

Gk, Funralh

Carl Feingdld

Fraternally yours,




