(excerpts from exchange of correspondence)

Dear Carl, May 14

Enclosed is a copy of a resolution Jim and I have prepared
for national discussion among the youth. It is anoutgrowth of
diccussions we are having hee in NYC which have shownup some rather
divergent points of views.You will soon be receilving other documents
and info on a planned plenum of the youth to work out perspectlives,

The concentlions formulated in this doument are pretty much
those we discussed in Chicago. Furthermore you will note that the
concrete task: =re aimed at solving the situation on the editorial
board which ns-ccsitated your letters to me and our recent exchange.
I believe that we must clarify the role of the ¥YS so that 1t will
be a spokesman for revolthtionary socialism in the regroupment process
while keeping an extremely flexible nolicy towards the IBMs.

To me the present article by Max and Turner (article with
Stalinist line on peace - C.F.) demands an editorial stand on
electoral action as soon as possible in order to clarify the revolut-
lonary socialist nature of the ¥S8. I would like to know what you
think of this and if you have any suggestions oramendments to our
document, In any event I am sme a good discussion on our perspetives
will do much to develop our youth into a nationally functioning cadre.

fraternaly
Tim
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(minutes of May 18 not yet received when letter written)
Dear Tim, May 20,1958

I have read the recent set of minutes and yours and Berts
statements and am concerned aboéut the whole situation which is getting
worse. I have written a letter to the PC about my apprehensions,
hoping to initiate a discussion on the problems.

You state in your letter that the concents contained in your
resolution "are pretty much those we discussed in Chicago". Most
of the points are and you know what I think about the YS and how
that paper must continue to remresent revolutionary soclalist ideas,
This 1s now in question by the nresent status of the editorial board,
However, I think your point five is wrong and not in llne with our
discussion in Chicago. I am unwilling to agree that thecontradlctions
of the broad clubs will "inevitably" lead to their "disintegration",
That is only one variant. The other variants are that this centrist
formation will move to the left with our help under the impact of new
events and the general progess made in the regroupment field; or that
at some future date we can breek away with a sizable section over an
1ssue that separates socialists from non-socialists. Possibly there
are other variants that are combinations of these. In any event I
don't want to pre-judge and say only this one is nossible,

The whole regroupment process 1s one of movements of
unification and differentiation. Our role in it is to ralse ldeas
that begin to separate the best elements butnot so fast that we cut
ourselves off from them and their process of development. Thils 1s
the part that requires flexibility and know-how. Our youth problem
ls highly comnlicated and made more difficult in that we have many
inexperianced youth, that we are limited to a certain typr of organi-
zational framework and that the Stalinist youth are not so far along
as the National Guardian cro2., ‘e therefore have to be careful, but
raising certain proposals for action is a way of educating people,
through discussions and in the actual action itself with our partici-
pation with them. At tlimes we may even raise a divisive issue,
maybe a few will leave -~ we have to weigh that as against the over-all
galn gotten by the introduction of the isue and the developing of
people. Sometimes the nroposal may not be able to be carried out in
practice but will serve as an educational point.

Your concept of a setup for revolutionary socialists in ¥YS
committees is sound, but in one fom oranother they already exist.
I presume your wanting to formalize it more is a moe to clarify the
posaltion of the YS and define where revolutionary socialists stand
in relation to the broad club, as a distinct tendency within them.
I am 1n agreement with the 1dea since I think this pvolnt 1s still
unclear, but I want to guard ageinst a setup that looks like a com=-
pet&tive organization to the broad clubs. In N.Y. you have a real
problem spggg the YS has been adopted by the broad club and has to
sonme extenp/pawned off as a broad paper.

I egree with the rest of the noints in your resolution
and so does Peter. However I believe that the resolution should be
amended along the lines I have indicated. Poosibly then the resolution
can be signed by other peonle to give 1t greater backing.

Please let me know your thinking and Berts and Jims. My letters
should be shovn to them. comradely - Carl cc: Tom Kerry



May 24, 1958

Dear Carl,

It '+ very good to get your letter of May 20, Ve
have becn thiniing of ways to imorove our resolution and
thereby cet as broad support as possible for it., The
originial draft was almed largely at that goal--not as
a finished wprked out program.

I am convinued that we are in fundemental agreement
on youth perspectives and I find 1little that I would
disegree with in your letter. As far as the forumlation
on point five I *hink it is largely a metter of schematlc
formulation on our part that brings up the problems you see,.
By statinz that "the besic contradiction in the nature of
the IBM Clubs will lead to thier disintegration" we merely
meant to nolnt out that they could not stay for ever eas
they are-- thev must evolve+i they must develon.

This develooment could occur with a simple flying
avart of the IBMs 1n several directions but you are right
in stating that this is not the only variant., In fact I
would go further and predict that this is least likely of
all the variants considerins the very consicerahle wieght
we have in these clubs plus the all powerful attrection of
the ¥S and any move toward a national youth formation.

As you no doubt 2lready know the basic imment diffi=
culty which gave edded innetus to the youth discussion has
been rescived with the resignation of Turner and Max, This
move on thelr nert 1s in reality a conformetion of our
general apnnroach vwrich vointed to the impossibility of
cooperating togsther with such elements in e joint project
of putting eut a revolutionary socialist youth vaper. What
was 1mpmosible forus was even more impossible for them as they
were not in the majority, Ve can ask such elements to work
jointly in broad clubswith us but we cannot expect them
to help nut out a paper with a 1line that is contratiory
to their political orientation.

It is extremely immortant that the youth assimulate
the lessons of this experience and that we not let such a
sltuation develop again, For this reason it is still
necessary though some of the urgency is removed to formulate
agenerel perspectives document for this neriod,

Therfore enclosed you will find the admendments we
heve drawn up for reformulating the resolution. They are
ment to take in account the new situation created by the
resignation of Max and Turner, the criticism you have raised
end to add a clearer formulation of the reising of the
slogan of a national youth movement- an idea arrived at in
consultation with the secretariat,

I hope that you and/or Peter will want to sign the
resolution as amended. If you have any additional amendments
or suggestions please send themalong. Thanks again for your
help and I hooe to hear from you as soon as possible. Give
my best to Peter.

Revolutionary greetings.
Tim . -



- - May 29, 1958
Dear Carl,

Attached are proposed revisions. Basically they are of three
kinds in addition to some slight immrovements in formuletion
or terminology, suggested as a result of discussion here.
(1) paragranh 5. rewritten; with the one-sided imnlications
to "disintegrc .-." remaoved. (2) severasl more-or-less
overt references to the party cut or changed as should have
been done in editing the first mimeod Areft. (3) the paragraph
added after /16. Embodyins am idea which M. Stein through out
at a discussion between the secreteriat and our =d B'rd fraction.
The proposed line of propaganda met with unanimous agreemant.

Although much of the immediate, criticel cherater to the
perspective discussion has been.relieved throusgh the Ed B'rd
withdrawals an clarification we still need a guiding vperspective
and we need the discussion itself, out of which our youth will
develop onerational cohesiveness and not repeat errors.

With comradely regerds
Jim Robertaon
" AMTNDMINTS
5. rewritten;

However, in exactly those asvects which are the main strength
and appeal of the IBM clubs lies their basic weskness. Fuvndamentally
these clubs are a nolitical and organizational meeting ground for
revolutionary socialists and youth who in one fashlon or another
hold to Stalinist vpolitics. For this reason these clubs are unable
to take positions on a host of impnortant class struggle lssues,
those questions which in general go beyond a condistent and
democratic liberal approach. The vosing of more militant and strictly
socialist issues before these clubs is a -owerful way of educating
end moving forward thelr membershins; but o attempt to force the,yu/
clubs to take atands on such issues would in effect force/exactly
those elements we wish to cohabit with at the »resent time-- and
would thus destroy the basic avpeal of theIBM clubs. However it
is also true th:%i exectly those asnects of the IBM clubs which make
them attractive to Stalinist youth make them renugnant to non-
Stalinist youth. This factor limits the ability of these clubs to
reach out to mew, pnreviously uninvolved elements, in any large-scale
vay. Inevitably this basic contresdiction in the nature of the I3M
clubs makes them unstelbe in the long runs The alternetives are
several: elther the clubs can simple fall avnart; or they can move
leftward as a whole; or sections of the c¢lubs can move while the club
remains static; or some additional possiblity or cgmbination ofthe
above will come about. ‘'hat is imnortant now is torecognize this
instability without pre-Jjudging which varient will occur. Since the
individual clubs are by no means unform, there is no certainty that
they will all follow the same varient, especially to the extent that
over-riding developments external to the clubs are not imposed. In
any_casefor the time being the IBM's play an extremely valuable rale
which far out wei~hs their weakness.

6, strike out: "and is therefore not an exnlicitly Trorskyist (SWp)
T youth publication".
12, 1in the fourth line of the »aragraph substitute "youth" for'"caucus"
12 b, change foubth sentence to read: "It will nrovide something to
recrult leftward moving elements to instead of obliging them to
choose nrematurely among organizations in the "aduit" field."
13. add the following sentence at the end of the naragranh: "The
independence of the YS in relation to clubs is a crucial point .
since the functloning of the »aner ss our voice into the regroupw
ment process is imvaired to the extent thet the editorial expresse
lon of the paner itself becomes a 'regroupment arena'.'
15, is now obsolete; to be revwrittén in a very positive Tashion and
in line wit: the Zd 3'rd decisions of May 28,
new 17. to be inserted between 16 and the paragravh now numbered 17.
We should raise as our general propaganda solgan in this period
the call for an organized nation-wide youth movement with a can
genulnely socialist program. on the basis of such advocacy we/win
adherents and involve in the elaboration and discussion of the ~
draft program proposals YS supporters as well as those elements
now in the IBM clubs and the like who commit themselves in favor

of natlonal organization.
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