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(excerpts of Young Soclaelist Editorial Board Meeting minutes)

Minutes of May 4, 1958:

Present: Dick Dehaan, Jim Lambrecht, Shane Mage, Tim VWohlforth, Jim
Robertson, Judy Mage (observer), Martha VWiohlfoth (obs), Delores (obs),
Ann Mari Bultrago (v.y. Corresponding editor).

United Soclelist Ticket: Tim moved that the Y8 convey lts support
of the concention of a UST to the UST Conference. Motion tabled.

Minutes of May 18, 1958:

Proposed agend:: l. Addition of Robertson to Board (tabled previously)
2. United Soclalist Ticket (tabled vreviously)

3. Persnectives fp the Young Socialisgt

4, Proposals for July issue

Pregent: Dehaan, Lamb, Mage, Vohlforth, Dack; also: Robertson, Danny F.,
Mike X., Marty W., and from Philadelphia, A. Phelps amd Arlene B.

1. Robertson addition: discussion. Motion made to again table, withdrawn
unon arrival of latemembers, -

late arrivals: Steve Max, Turner, Bultrago (Board Secretary); also
Stan Goodman. '

Special Arcenda Point: Joint resignation from theBoard by Max, Turner
and Bultrago resd.

vartlial abstract of discussion on resignations:

DeHoan: the resignations of Max and Turner are overdue, glven the
depth of their differences with the nolicy of the paper.

Deck: the addition of comrades with the views of ‘lax and Turner to
the Board veas in the nature of an experiment; now we see that is has
not worked out.

Robertson: Collaboration on a newspaper, requiring a minimal agreement
on a militant anproach to issues, is not possible glven a divergence
going ocutside the minimum besis. This does not mean that common work
in IBM clubs, etc., is not possible even with greater ssread of opinion
than that which has been on the board.

Mage: ~ Unless Buiirago agrees with Max's resignation statement that
the Board majority is anti-Trade Union, anti-Sovliet, and anti-Peace
then she should not resign in assoclatlion with Max and Turner.

Motion by Lamb: That the Board urges Max, Turner and Bultrago to
reconsider; that no action be taken on resignations until next Board
meeting. (motion not voted, on passage of counter-motion)

Counter-motion by‘Wohiforth: That the Bomd recretfully accept the
resignations; and urges the resigning members to consider collaboration
at a later dstes _

Counter-motion carried: for - Vohlforth, DeHaan, Turner, liax;
against - Lemb, Deck, Mage.

Turﬁer, Max, Buitr%go and Goodmen withdrew from meetingat this point,
meeting resumed - back on regular agenda:

l. Motion: A4d Robertson to ZIditorial Board., carried unanimously
Motion: Elect Robertson Board secretary. carried unanimously.

2. Motion: The Y3 editorial board endorse DeHaan's narticipation in
the coming United Socilallst Ticket conference and do so in the form
of grsetlings to the conference. garried unenimously.

3. Motion: %o in.lz 2, nuestion of Roard's composition; and b) the
unanimity rule on edit{drial statements. carried unanimouely.
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Minutes of May 25, 1958:

Sresent: Bert, Dick, Tim, Jim.; late: Jim L.; also present: George P.,
Russ.,

3. Composition of Board:

Motion: (1) add George Payne to the 3oard

(2) aim to revlace Jim R.'s seat, wha he leaves, by addition
of an indenendent.

(3) put Shane on masthead as general corresvonding editor
during his leave of absence from the Board.

(4) Jim R. transfer over, and be carried on masthead, as"YS
Western renresentative" after he lezvas NY.

- all pakts adopted unanimously.

4, Unanimity rule:

Motion by Tim: (1) Affirm right of 2d. Brd, to decife by majority

what goes into the naper, including letters.

(2) except extend irrevocable right of any minority
Board member(s) to express dissident views through
the paper, meeting snace and form requirements as
set by the majority.

(3) eny majority has the rizht to full control of the
editorial columns

(4) 1t is understood that editorial expression will
be sought through consensus of the Board members.

extensive disscussion~ with Bert, Jim R, and Tim for the motion and
Dick questioning.

Motion by Dick: that the unanimity rule be revoked in fevor of the
folllowing policy for editorials: (1) an unsigned editorial indicates
2/3 or more of the Board in favor; 52) s signed editorial indicates
only a simnle majority is in favor; (3) a minority does not get
editorial space, only access to the discussion columns, as a right,

Tim withdraws his motion in favor of Dick's with the statement that

we will seek an Ed Brd composition such that any Brd s»lit along party
v8. independent lines would result in a sighed editorial only, not an
unsigned one - @.g. & seven man Board with 4 party youth and 3 non-party,

Dick's motion adbgted unanimously
5 Organizatigﬁféi perspectives discussion:

Motlion by Tim¢ l. that the perspectives discussion take place under
the ausplices of the ¥S EQ Brd., 2, that it take »nlace through the
YYS Forum" bulletin and a) all YS supporters have the right to
express their views therein; b) the YS Forum be available to all
YS sunvorters. -Cerried.

6, Fall conference: revort by Tim: we should plan for a Fall
corference around the Youns Socialist; and - a) thereby solidarize

our forces; b) out of it get a statement of principles; c¢) there

decide the general character fo the organizational form of our forces;
d) r=lete this form to our vprinciples statement; e) nronose a Midwest
location for the conference eg., Chicago; f) builld toward the conference
witl. a full-scale campalgn around the slogan "for a nation-wide
sociallet youth movement

fiotion by Tim: There be a three day Labor Day conference in Chicago.
Cerrisd unanimously.,

7e all tour:

dotion: Tim make o nawnlonal tcur in Full, after the conference;- e
Lrge all arees tno evan rog begin to lary the besis for cempus apnesr-
2nces, westings Lefory ~1ludy ond otrus, 2tc. Corrisd uvnanlnousty.
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RESCLUTION ON TASKS AND ‘PTRSPECTIVES FOR THE BUILDING

OF A REVOLUTIONARY YCUTH MOVEMANT

General Perswectives

1., Our fundamental task for this meriod is the building of a
revolutionary socialist youth movement in this country. ©Such a move-
ment will enable young veople to develop in their own way and at thelr
own tempo -- to come to Marxism by their om path. It will provide an
instrument for :<vuncing the struggle for the »articular needs of the
young working neople and student youth ef this country. Finally 1%
will be the best vehicle for bringingthe ideas of revolutionary Marxism
to a new gmeration of young peovle and by so dolnghelp to bulld the
cadres of a revolutionary soclalist movement in this country.

2, Such a movement should be independent from the revolutlonary
party. Only a movement truly under the control of the young people
who come to it and who make it up can carry through the tasks listed
above. However, such a movement necessarily develops in fraternal
cooperation and complete solidarity with all revolutionarlies in common
action against the ruling class and opponent petty-bourgeois tendencies.

3. The task of building of a revolutionary youth movement in
the nresent period is sharply different from this task in other periods,
- Dominating our whole perspective must be a full understanding and use
af the oppertunities now open to us in the regroupment process. The
organized Stalinist youth movement, the Labor Youth League, has dis-
solved, leaving us & clear field to work amona young people formaly
under the influence of the CP. Ilany of these young »eople are open to
our ideas; and our fundamental task is to remove any formal or organe~
izational barriers standing in the way of these young peonle moving
toward us politically. In addition we must bring together in a common
working body those youth already holding a revolutionary socialist
orientation. These inélude the young members of the 34P, the former
YSL~-LWC members, .those coming over from the Stadinlist milieu, independent
left Marxists, and elements new to socialism. And finally we must
reagh out to new youth, esvecially leftward-meving elements on the :
campus, However, this latter task is not our major one in this period
and 1is subordinated to, but not replaced by or unrelated to, our over-
riding task of regrouping young people who are already soclallsts,

The lntimate relationship enters bscause the campus is the scene of
pert of the actuygl workins out of regrouvment among young peojle.

4, Our vqhicle for reaching the Stalinist youth is the IBM
clubs. 8o far thqse clubs have been extremely successful and contaln
a significant seqtion of the former members of the LYL in their ranks
netionally, Ouyr deneral slogan of forming clubs truly independent of
all existing tendeneies and opsn to all viewpolnts has been our most
powerful weapon in bringing these youth into common organizetions with
us and in prevanting the CP from regaining its hegemony over its former
youth follqwers, The:buildine and expanding of these clubs must remain
for the coming period our major task. ~ —

- 5, However,.in exactly those aspects which are the main
strength .and abpeal of the IBM clubs lies their basic weakness., Fund-
amentally - thesq clybs. ere a volitical and organizational meeting ground
forgravglunianangiSdciglist elments and youh who in one fashion or:
another hold .to-.Stalinist volitiecs. For this resson these clubs are
unable to take positiohs on a host of imvortant class struggle issues.

To attempt to force these clubs to teke stends on such lssues would in
effect force out exactly those slements we wish to cohabit with at the
present time <~ and would thus-destroy the basic anveal of the IBM clubs.
However 1t is also true-that exactly those asvects of the IBM clubs
which make them attractive to Stalinist youth make them repungent: :
to non-Stalinist youths. This factor limits the abillty of thsse clubs

Lo reach out to.new, previously uninvolved elements, in any large-scale
ways - Inevitablv this basic contradiction in the nature of the IBM clubs
will lead to thoir disintegration. ' But for the time belng they vplay.

an extremely valuable role which far outweighe thelr weaknesses.

‘ 6« In addition to the IBM clubs we have created the Young
Socialist. The Young Soclalist from its very beginning has bsen
different from the IBM ¢lubs., Where these clubs were unable to take
positions -~ such as on the Hungarian revoltuion -~ the YS took '
basically revolutionary socialist stands. Thus the ¥YS has stood and
still stands in a vanguard relation to the IBM clubs, It does not
reoresent a unity of Stalinist-reformist and revolutionary Marxist.
forces but rather is the spokesman for the revolutionary socielist
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tendency functioning within the IBM's, A4s such it supports the IBMs
without as%ing the IBMs to support it., It allows all elemente in the
IBM clubs to contribute their views in its pages and 1s thus a partial
refleoction of the IBMs; at the same time, as a paper it soeaks out for
one section of the IBMs, the revolutionary sociallsts. However 1t
geeks to speak for revoltuionary socialism in its broadest definition
and is therefore not an exnlicltly Trotskyist (SWP) youvth publication.
So far it has been extremely successful in reaching both the Stalinist
youth and the broader student audience.

7+ In addition to the resroupment arenas as such, there exists
the second most important arena for revolutionary soclalist youth, the
campus. The campus differs from "mass" arenss -- the Negro organ~
izations, trad: unions, ete. -- in that a socialist can function openly
both propagandistically and as a perticipant in student lssues,
Currently the camous scene is gaining in lmoortance. The response to
YS sales and suppression at UCLA, Colorado, and liichigan, the formatlon
and struggles of the anti-fraternity party SLATE at Berkeley, and the
springing up of student Sane committees throughout the country are
8lgns of the favorably changlng atmosphere on the Amerlcan campus.

8. 4 natural form for functioning on campus 1is the Bhroad
discussion club. This is organizationally similar to the IBM club.
However it differs usueslly in political composition, as it 1ls a
coalescence of organlized socialists with a broader, more amorphous
grouping of young peovle breaking to one degree or another from
bourgeols idec.>aov,

9., The student movements and activities as they are now un-
folding do not stand eavart from the regrounment process. In the
presence of live activity on campus, the soclalistically-inclined
children of radicel parents and the ex-~-LYL former high school youth
are frequenily brought into contact with revolutionary soclalists,
not on the basis of fellowship as socialists, as in the I3BMs, but
as common varticinants in the nuclear protests, civil rights and
academic freedom fimhts, ovnposition to fraternity domination and the
like now taking vlace.

10, Finally another element of crucial imdortance to our
verspective must be considered, the revolutionary youth forces them=-
gelves. Presently in addition to functioning in the IBM clubs the
revolutionary youth have maintained some sort of independent organization
orgrouping., In some areas this 1ls simnly an S"P caucus or youth com-
mittes. In otherp it is a broader revoltulonary youth caucus. Finally
in others it i ¢penly organized as a committee for the Young Socialist.
These forces &re in communication with each other through the nciional
youth center and are ths only national cohesive force at work within
the IBMs, ; . = . .- -

- 11 Cuite naturally in most areas these revolutlionary
soclalist forces have tended tc group around the Young Socialist. In
fact the Young Socialist devpends for its existence upon the work of"
these groupings-in-eéech lbcality. In addition to selling the naper,
raising fund drive contributions and discussing ths vnaver's volicy,
these groupings on -oecasion hold omen functions eltner to ralse money
for the vaper .r to mresent some activity the IBM can't or won't
carry on. : -

12, It is cleer that presently there exists no revolutionary
socialist youth movement. On the one hand we have broad clubs too
amorphous to function as a national entity or to engage in fraction
work in other arenas, and on the othe hand we have the revolutlonary
caucus «- at present not fully orgenized and far from being a youth
irovement in a real sense, The ocuestion 18 therefore posed: Hoéw do we
get from where we are to where we want to go -~ to a revolutionary
soclallst youth movement? ¥We must choose one of the two baslc ways
to do this: '

a. We can take the IBM clubs as they are nresently
constituted and by raising and forclne througn one point after another
of our program turn these clubs into a national revolutionary soclallst
force. This orientation is in our opinion fundarmeniclly falsa and can
lead onlwy to a long series of demoralizingspli.<r~ - one grouvp or another
one indlvidual or ancther, leavee the IBV cluoa ¢u 2ome pet point of view
ls overruled, ©Such a process would desawroy vha rtaln funetion of the
IBMs -~ that of an organizetional meeting ground between the basically
oppronent tendencles of Staelinism.and Trovckylsn.
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be We can contlnue along the tack we have been followlng
up to now and preserve the IBM clubs as they are. In additon we can
build our revolutionary forces around the Young Soclelist -- spokesman
for revolutionary vouth -- in the form of local and national committees
for the Young Soclallst. These committees will give us an organizational
vehicle within u.ch to conduct our revolutionary Marxist educational
work. It will orovide something to recruit leftward-moving elements .
to instead of being forced to recruit them prematurely (and provoc—
atively) into the »arty. It will provide a more formal structure that
will make the financial support and promotion of the ¥YS far easler.
Finally it will provide in combination with the IBM and campus clubs
a flexihle apparatus and organizational form to fit the vpresent highly
fluid situation.

Concrete Tasks

13, Our first and primary task is to build the IBMs as they
are. We should definltely not attempt to force these clubs to adopt
any position which even a small minority could not fully aoccept. Ve
should keep these clubs ornanizationally indenendent of the Y3, and
separate them from the ¥YS vhere they are presently tied, so as not to
limit the broadness ofthe clubs or nut undue pressure on the Y3 to
change its prinoiplsd positions.

14, Wnile it is difficultto estimate clearly, it is certain
that wa have yet to penetrate fully into the layers of youth formerly
in or around the Stalinist movement, espscially is this true in the
very largest metropolitan centers-and in certain outlyling areas where
we lack forces. Hence if we are to deepen and extend the IBM club
approach we must continus . a program of activity and discussion not only
with aneye to those now in the clubs, but also toward attracting those
yet hesitant or uninvolved. Therefore from thls consideration too
we need ta avold "tightening up" the IBMs, and as well we:.should
emphasize those publicity and contact measures caloulated to reach
those youth inuiffersnt to or unaware of the existence of the IBM
alternative to the defunct Stalinlst-led youth organizetions.

~ .. '15¢ We must preserve the nature of the YS: as the snokesman.
for revolutlonary socialism among youth. In order to do this 1t is
necessary to clarify the politics of the ¥YS which has been put 1into:
doubt by the presence of Steve Max and G11 Turner on the editorial
board and by .thelr joint anti-socialist article which appeared in the
May-June issue. .In order to do this we must end the unanimity rule
on editorials and orint at once an edltorial militantly supporting the
united socialist tiecket. Until such an editorial avpears the point of
view of the Y8 will remain under a cloud: 1In addition we should adopt
a minimal statement of principles similar to the ones formulated by:
Shane Mage and Tim lohlforth which were rejected by Max and Turner.

_ 16, with the line of the YS clear we must procees with the .
oraanizetion of our forces in every area around the banner of the
Young Socialist in the form of local committees for the ¥YS. We should
work together toward a natlonal convention of all Young Sociaslist
Committees .to establish definitively the line of the paper and the -
tasks of revoltulionary socialist youth for this period. S

-~ 17. Our greatest weakness at present is on campus,., "This is-
true both abstractly in terms of the rall distribution of our youth
forces, growing out of our high average/levels, and relatively as com-
pared with our-Stalinist end esnecizlly social-democratic and pacifist
competltoras. With our forces better organized in YS Committees we can
more forcefully enter the -campus arena, creating fractions.and building
new .campus clubs which can be extremely fruitful sources for recruitment
to the ¥8:Comm ttees., Such a nrogram coupled with a nation-wide
barnstorming-tour can place us in the dominant position among students
and push the Stalinist and Shachtmanite youth to the sidelines in as
effective a way as we have already done in the direct regroupment field,

18+ In Summary: by continuing an extremely flexible and "sorft"

policy toward the IBM formations and simultaneously clarifying the role
of the YS and building our forces around it we can accomnlish our major
task of this moment, laying the sroudwork for a nationwide revolutionary
socilalisbt youth movemenu tc replace the former dominance of the Stalinist
youth and keep the soclal-damcecratic youth in thelr deservedly impotent
state, o R : v T ALY L 3

L ~ 1im VWohlforth, Jamés Robertson

May 12, 1958 .
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RESCLUTION ON TASKS AND PIRSPECTIVEIS FOR THE BUILDING

OF A REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMINT
Qenersl Porsneotives

1, Our fundamental task for this neriod is the building of a
revolutionary socialist youth movement in this country. ©Such a move-
ment will enable young veople to develop in their uwa way and at thelr
own tempo -~ to come to Marxism by their ow path. It will provide an
instrument for advancing the struggle for the narticular needs of the
young working neople and student youth ¢f this country. Flnally it
will be the best vehicle for bringingthe ideas of revolutionary Marxism
to a new gmeration of young peovle and by so doinghelp to build the
cadres of a revolutionary soclalist movement in this country.

2. BSuch a movement should be independent from the revolutlonary
party. ©Only a movement truly under the control of the young people
who come to it and who make 1t up can carry through the tasks listed
above. ‘However, such a movement necessarily develops in fraternal
cooperation and complete solidarity with all revolutionaries in common
action against ths ruling class and opnonent petty-bourgeols tendencies,

3. The task of building of a revolutionary youth movement in
the nresent period is sharply different from this task in other periods.
Dominating our whole perspective must be a full understanding and use
of the opportunities now open to us in the regroupment process. The
orgenlzed Stalinist youth movement, the Labor Youth League, has dis-
solved, leaving us a clear field to work amona young peonle formaly
under the influence of the CP. ilany of these young neople are oven to
our idesas; and our fundamental task 1s to remove any formal or organ-
izational barriers standing in the way of these young peonle moving
toward us nolitically. In addition we must bring together in a common
working body those youth already holding a revolutionary socialist
orientation, These include the youns members of the 3P, the former
YSI~LWC members, these coming over from the Stainlst milieu, independent
left Marxists, and elements new to socialism. And finally we must
reach out to new youth, especially leftward-moving elements on the
campus. However, this latter task is not our major one in this period
and is subordinated to, but not revmlaced by or unrelated to, our over-
riding task of re Pouping young people who are already socialists,

The intimate relationship enters bscause the campus is the scene of
part of the actual workine out of regrounment among young people.

4, ouyp vahlcle for reaching the Stalinist youth is the IBM
clubs. 8o fan thege.clubs have been extremely successful and contain
a signiflcant §$qyi@p of the former members of the LYL in their ranks
nationally. Oup general slogan of forming clubs truly independent of
all-existing tan@en¢§$s and on=n to all viewpoints has bsen our most
powerful weanon 1p ‘pringing these youth into common organizetions with
us and 1n pravavflnw the CP- from regaining its hegemony over its former
youth follqwerﬂo ‘Tme buildinc and expanding of these clubs must remain
for the cominm qqriod our major task, .

B HOW@Ver, in exactly those asnects which ars the main L
strength and appeal- of ‘the IBM clubs lies their basic wzakness., Fund-.
amentally these clubs..afe a nolitical and organizational meeting ground
for- revolutionary socialist elments and youh who in one fashion or
another hold to Btalinist politics., For this resson these clubs are
unable. to0 take oositions on a host of imoortant class struggle issues.
To attempt to force: these clubs to taeke stands on such issues would in
effect force out exactly those elements we wish to cohabit with at the
prasent time ~--and would thus destroy the basic anpeal of the IBM clubs,
However it is also. true that exesctly those asvects of the IBM clubs
which make them attractive to Stalinist youth make them repungent
to non-Stalinist youth. This factor limits the ability of these clubs
to reach out to new, previously uninvolved elements, in any large-scale
way. Inevitably this basic contradiction in the rqture of the IBM clubs
will lead to thelr disintegration. But for the time baing they play
an. extremely valuable role which far outweighs their weaknesses.

' 6. In addition to the IBM clubs we have created the Young
Socialist. The Young Soclaslist from its very beginning has been
different from the 1BM clubs. Where these clubs were unable to take
positions -~ such as on the Hungarian revoltuion -~ the YS took
basically revolutionary socialist stands. Thus the YS has stood and
still stands in & vanguard relation to the IBM c¢lubs, It does not
reoresent a unity of Stalinist-reformist and revolutionary Marxist
forces but rather is the spokesman for the revolutionary socialist
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tendenoy functioning within the IBM's., As such it supports the IEM#
without as%ing the IBMs to support it., It allows all elements 1in the
IBM clubs to contribute their views in its pages and is thus a partial
refledtion of the IBMs} at the same time, as a paner it speaks out for
one section of the IBMs, the revolutionary socialists. However 1t
8ooks to speak for revoltulonary socialism in its broadeet definitlon
and is therefore not an exvlicitly Trotskyist (SWP) youvth publication.
So far it has been extremely successful in reaching both the Stallinist
youth dnd the broader student audliehce.

7+ In addition to the recroupment arenas as such) there exists
the second most important arena for revolutionery soclalist youth, the
campus, The campus differs from "mass" arenas -- the Negro organs
izations, trads unions, ete. -- in that & socialist can function openly
both propaﬁandistically and as & perticipant in student lssues.
Currently the ~amous scene is gaining in importance. The response to
Y8 sales and suppression at UCLA, Colorado, and lichigan, the formation
and struggles of the anti-fraternity party SLATE at Berkeley, and the
springing up of student Sane committees throughout the c¢ountry are
signs of the favorably changing atmosphere on the American campus.

8. A natural form for functioning on campus is the Broad
discussion club. This is organizationally simnilar to the IBM club.
However it differs usually in political compositien, as it is &
coaleacence of organized socilalists wlith a broader, more amorphous
grouping of young peovle breaking to one degree or another from
bourgeols i1deology.

9., The student movements and activities as they are now un-
folding do not stand avart from the 'regrounment process. -In the .
presence of live activity on camous, the soclallstically~inelined
children of radiecal parents and the ex~-LYL former high sg¢hool youth
are frequenily brought into contact with revolutionary soelalists,
not en -the basis of fellowship as socialists, as in the IEMs, but
as common vartiecinants in the nuclear protests, civil rights and
academic freedom fights, opposition to fraternity domination and the
like now- taking vlace. = - - _ .

10. Finally another element of crucial imdortance to our
perspective must be considered, the revolutionary youth forces them= .
gelves. Pregently in addltlon to functioning in the IBM clubs the
revolutionary yeuth have maeintained some sort: of independent organizatior
orgrouping. np some areas this is simoly an SWP caucus Or youth com-
mittees In others it is a broader revoltuionary youth caucus.. Flnally
in others it in onenly organized as a committee for the Young Soclalist.
These forces a.a ipn communication with each other through the nctlonal
youth center and are thes only national cohesive force at work within
the IBMSs., S : S ‘ : :

_ 11, Cuite naturally in most areas these revolutlonary
soci&lisﬁJforceu have tendedwtg group around. the Young Soclialist. In
fact the Young Socialist depends for its existence upon the work of
these groupings in eech lbcality. In addition to selling the vpaper,
raising fund driveé contributions and discussing the vaper's policy,
thege groupings on oceasion hold onen functions either to raise money
for the vaper or to present some activity the IBM can't or won't
cari'y on, - -

12. It is clear that presently there exists no revolutionary
socialist youth movement. On the one hand we have broad.clubs too
emorphuous to function as a national entity or to znsage in fraction
work in other arenas, and on the othe hand we have the revolutlonary
caucus -- at present not fully orgenized and fer from: being a youth
movement in a reel sense., The oguestion is therefore posed: How do we
get from where we are.to where we want to go -~ to a revolutionary
socialist youth movement? ‘e must choose one of the two baslc ways
to do this: ,

, a. We can take the IBM clubs as they are nresently
constituted and by raising and foreing througa one polnt after another
of our program turn these clubs into a national revoluvtionary soclallst
force. This orientation is in our opinion fundarenislly false and can -
lead only to a long series of demoralizingsplits os one grouvp or another,
one individual or ancther, leaves the IEM clips £8 3ume pel point of view
is overruled. 7tch a processg would destroy the main function of the
IBMs -~ that ¢ & organizational meetling ground between the basically
opponent tendencies of Stalinlism and Trouskylsn. .
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b. Ve can continue along the tack we have been following
up to now gpd preserve the IDM clubs as they are. In addiion vwe can
build our revolutionery forces around the Young Sociellst -~ spokesman
for revolutionary youth -- in the form of local and national committees
for the Young Soclslist. These committses will give us an organizational
vehicle within which to conduct our revolutionary Marxist educational
work, It will provide something to recruilt leftward-moving elements .
to inatead of being forced to recruit them prematurely (and provoc=-
atively) into the »arty. It will provide a more formal structure that
will e the financial support and promotion of the YS far easler.
Finally it will provide in combination with the IBM and cempus c¢lubs
a flexibhle apparatue and organizational form to fit the present highly
fluid situation.

~ Concrete Jasks

13, Our first and orimary task is to bulild the IBMs as they
are. Ve should definitely not attempt to force these clubs to adopt
any position which even a small minority could not fully accept. Ve
should keep these cluba orsanizationally indenendent of the Y3, and
gseparate them from the Y3 where they are presently tied, so as not to
limit the broadness ofthe clubs or nut undue pressure on the Y3 to
change its prinoiplesd positions.

14, While it is difficultto estimate clearly, 1t 1is certaln
that we have yet to penetrate fully into the layers of youth formerly
in or around the Stalinist movement, espacially is this true in the
very largest metropolitan centers-and in certain outlying areas where
we lack forces. Hence if we are to deepen and extend the IBM club
approach we mist continus.a program-of activity and discussion not only
with aneye -to those now in the clubs, but also toward attracting those
yet hesltant . okr. uninvolved. Therefore from this.:consideration. top S
we need tq avoild "tightening up" ‘the: IBMs, and as well we should !
emphasize those publicity and contact measures calculated to reach
those ‘youth indifferent to or :unaware of the existence of the IBM
alternative to the defunct Stalinist-led youth organ&zationa.‘ ,lﬂ“f
: 15. We must nreserve the nature of the YS as the sﬁo&esman
for reynlutlonary so¢ialism among youth. In order to do this it-is
neceggary to elarify the politice of the ¥YS which hes been put into:
doubhxbm?the:preaence of Steve Max.and Gil: Turner on the editorial:
board and by their joint anti-sociallst article which appeared in the
May-June issue., 1In order to do this we must end the unanimity rule
on editorials and print at once. an editorial militantly supporting the
united socialist ticket. Until such an editorial appears the point of
view of the YS will.remain under a cloud. In addition we should adopt
a minimal statement of principles similar to the ones formulated by
Shane Mage and Tim bohlforth which were. rejected by Max and Tunner.

~ 16. ‘witb the llne of. the ¥$ clear we -mugt nrooees ‘with the
ormanizetlcn ofour forces in every area-around the-banner of the:
Young Sogialist~in the form of local committees for the ¥S. Ve should
work together towerd a national convention of all Young Socialist
Committees .to astablish definitively the line of the paper and the
tasks of rcvoltuionary socialist youth for thia oeriod. ulh L

c l70x Our greatest ‘weakness at nresent is on’ camnus. ‘Thisitsa
true both. abstractly in terms of the gyerall distribution of our youth
forces;, growing out of our high average/levels, and relatively as com=
vared with our-Stalinist and esveciglly social-democratic and pacifist
competitors. “With,our;fORQes“better‘organtzed,ianS'Committeeste can
more forcefully enter the campu$ arena, creating:fractions and building
new campus clubs which can:be extremely fruttful. sources for recruitment
to . the YS:Committees. :Such a program coupled with a nation-wide
barnstorming tour:can place 'us 'in the dominant position among students
and push the Stalinist and Shachtmanite youth to the sidelines in as
effectlve a way as we have alreadv done in: the direct regrouoment fieldo

% 18. I uummary by conbinuinw an’ extremely ‘flextble and “soft"
poltoy toward the IBN formations and. simultaneously clarifying thé role
of .the Y5 and building our forces around it wé .can accomnlish our major
task of -this moment, laying the groudwork for a nationwide revolutionary
soclallst ycuth movement to replace -the former dominance of .the Stalinist
youth and Aeeo the soc;aA—damCQratic yovth in their deeervedly impotent
Sta‘be. R . NER
S Tim ”ohlfort Jamea Robertaon
May 12, 195é .
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