August 3, 1958

Vational Chairnan, Young Peoples! Socialist League
303 Fourth aAvenue
Yew Yozrk City

Mational Chairmean, Young Socialist Lesgue
1l W. Y4ith Stoeet
Yew York City

Dear Conresdes:

This is an official letter to both the YPSL end YSL and we request that
the nationa bodies of beth organizations teke up the points in this letter
end send us an cfficial reply.

In view of the pending dissolution of the ¥SL to be followed by the in-
dividual joining of the Y?SL by most of the YSL nmembers, we wish to clarify
certein points as to ths relation of the 'nerged" organization with the rest
of the soclalist youth nmovenent in this country.

The YOUMG SOCIAIIST, Anerica's only nationwide socialist youth newspaper,
its supporters, and scme 15 youih clubs throushout the country to which it
gives expression, have fron theiv very birth sought to unify all socialist
youth into & common organization. We stand at this noment, as we have fron
our very inception, for the unity of the Young Socialist League, Young
Peoples Socialist League, the supporters of the Young Socialist, independents
end foruner nenbers of the Labor Youth League into one organization.

We stand ready at this tine to enter into immediate negotiations with
the ¥SL and YPSL as a move toward this erd. We specifically ask the YSL and
YPSL to enter into negotiations with us priocr to taking eny final steps on
their own nerger: We, on our part, desire such negotiations in order to
clarify the situation in the youth field prior to the holding of our National
Conferecnice in Decemberd

Should it be inpossible at this tite to bring about the orgenic unity of
all socislist youth, it still ney be possible for the different youth org-
anizations, publications and local youth groups to work together on those
issues where there is agreenent. We favor a united front of all scclalist
cnd working-class youth, incluling young menbers of the Cormunist Party as
well as any other party, in order to auvance the struggle for peace, for in-
tegration, for civil liberties and for sccialisn in our own country. We seek
a fornal statement fron the YSL ani the YPSL as to their willingness to so
cooperate with other young socialists and workers.

The desire of the YPSL, which is affiliated with the Socizlist Party-
Social Denocratic Federation, or the YSL which sup.orts politically the
SP-SDF, for united action is put sanewhat in doubt by the actions of the
SP-SDF recently egzinst the YOUI'G SOCIaulST. The SP~SDF leaders have char-
ecterized the Y5 as having Mo greater clein to the nane 'socialist' than the
Cormunist Party or the Mztional Socialists of Gernany." Since there is the
clear implicaticn that we are in effect "fascists" and since wocialists are
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opposed to united fronts uitﬁ fascists, f? seens clear thet the SP-SIF for
one is opposed to united action with us. It is hoped that young people syn~
pethetic or affiliated with this organization do not hold a similar view.
We therefore seek & fornal statement as to the views of the YSL and YIPSL on
this question.

One of the issues nost frequently discussed anong socialists these days
is electoral action. There is a growing awareness ariong radicals of all
shades of opinion of the need for united electural edtivity in opposition to
the two major cepitalist parties. The YOUI'G SOCI&LIST strongly favors such
electoral action and its supporting clud in Wew York City, the Young Socialist
Alliance, is one of the main supporters of the United Socialist Ticket
novenent in Mew York State,

We note with sadness that at its last convention the SP-SDF cane out
agzinst united electoral action with those who it comsiders to be "Protskyists
or Communists™ and opened the door for support of the cepitalist parties by
nenbers and locals of the SP-SDF. We hope that the YPSL does not agree with
this position and therefore seek clarification on this point from the YrSL.

The YSL held a referendun at the tine of the 1956 elections in which it
voted in favor of support to all sccialist parties running in the election by
e large najority. Since, to our knowleige, no national convention has since
overrulec this membership decision, we therefore assune the ISL still holds
this view. If such is the case, we hope that the YSL will enter into dis-
cussjons with us at the earliest possible noment on ways and :.ieans of
furthering united electoral action to oppose the two cepitalist parties.

We hope to hear from you on the sbove questions as soon as possible. We
pronise to consider with utnost carefulness and seriousness your answers to
these questions. The possibility of & united socialist youth novenent
hangs in the balance. -

Fraternally,

T4n Wohlforth, for the editorial board
of the YOUIMG SOCGILALIST



