MEMORANDU OI7 ThS BUILLITGE UF o REVOLUTIOMand YOUIH MOVoMaITT

~ subnitted by Tinm Woklforth to the
Editorial Board of the YOUTG SOCIalaSl

In order to help in the process of clarification of the discussion that
is going on nationally among suppor ters of the LOUTG SOCiaLiST we are attempt-
ing in this nemorandun to spell out the general ideas and perspectives that
we, the editorial board, have develuped over the last few nonths. We hope this
will be of sore help in understanding the present stage of developnent we are
at and dhe tasks we envision for the coming Tational Conference of YOUMG
SOCIALIST suporters.

The regroupuent process anong youth has proceeded in & highly favorable
direction in the past two years. The main obstecle to the gevelopment of a
revolutionary socialist youth movenent, the Stalinist-dominated Lebor Youth
League, collapsed es one of the consequences of the crisis in the Cormunist
Party and was dissolved. The best elements in the Young Socialist League
resisted the turn of the Shachtmen grouping towerd the right wing of the
Social Denccracy and carried through a successful struggle in defensc of soc-
ielist principles. The youth of the Socialist Workers Perty aid everything
possible to help in this process and e fusion occurred between then and the XSL
Lef t~liing Caucus. Various independents and former nembers of the LYL have
addéed their forces to this pronising formztiocn. The outstanding achievenment in
this regroupment process wes the cunsolidation of the nucleus of & new youth
leadership on & naticnal scele.

The political capacities of the new coclition of fcrces was denonstrated
in striking fashion by the sureness with which we turned from the internal
factional struggle of tke ISL to outwarc-going cctivities. . The national news-
parer, the YOUNG SOCIALIST, wiiclk we estallished ae tie axis of the turn,
quickly proved its attractiveness to¢ wide circles c¢f youth, both the radically
ninded and those first nearing pcliticszl conscicusness. A national conference
of broad character, held in Chicago last February, wes an outstanding success.
4 series of nilitunt actions have won the new formatiovn favorable attention and
established its serious chcracter in the mind of the radical public as & con-
tender for leacership af the youth. Groupings of various physiognony, origin
and political definition huve either been organized or have been atiracted to
the new polarizing center. In these groupings, whether or not officielly, the
YOUMG SOCIALIST occupies the center of attention as an ideological guide and
source of inspireation.

This pronising lLeginning augurs well for the future, since the opportun-
ities remain great. The Connmunist Party, hitherto dominant in the field, has
proved incapable of emerging fron its crisis up to now. Yet the objective need
for the orgenization of the Anerican redical youth is beconing nore pressing.
The turn in the economic situation and the heightened international crisis are
cutting deeply into the thinking of the youth, giving promise of soon yielding
a new crop of anergetic young radicels inmpelled in the direction of revolut-
ionary socialism, The opportunities clearly call for a progran of expansion.

It would, however, be o nisteke of considerable magnitude to believe
that the YOUNG SOCIALIST grouging is unchallenged and has & clear field before
it. While the Communist Party has es yet been unable to renew its bid for the
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radical youth, this situation ney not last indefiritely. NKeanwhile the consol-
idation of the Socisl Denccracy, with the inclusion of the Shachtnmanites, has
provided the Socisl-Democratic youth with fresh resources. On the catpuses

they are now attempting a coueback. Their specious gppeals to denocracy, coupled
with the nornael revulsion nany youth feel toward Stalinist preactices in the
Soviet bloc, Lave netted then gains in irportant eareas. This we asses as a nan-
ifestation of danger which it would be folly to nmininize arnd which cells for
vigorous negsures. .

The rajor problen fucing the YOUNG SOCIALIST grouging is thus hew to
respond nost effectively to the objective opportunities. The solution to this
will coarry with it the answer as to the best wey of neeting the Social-Denocratic
challenge.

4% botton the problen is dual in nature. It involves (1) deternination of
the best organizatiunal structure for the active supporters of the YOUNG S0C~
1aL18T; (2) determination of the most reeliatic policy of these cadres in
relation to public ectivities and wider groupings in the period now before us.
The steady objective remains, as before, constructivrn of & revolutionary soc-
ialist youth movement. The immediate steps are viewed es & mecns to this end.

Finding the Yest organizational structure fur the active supporters of
the YOUNG SOCIALIST is not a big question of sebtlir; on norus. Woat is nainly
involved is simply strengthening the supporting structure of the monthly newsle
paper, the ideological focus of the new novenent. Iezularized scurces of incone
and avenues of distribution ere pressing needs.

When the peper was first launched, it was necessary to undertike forced
narches, including borrowing funds. Sufficient supporters have now been
assenbled to make it possible to pass beyoni this prinitive stage to a nore
fornal orgonization. l ruallzatiOn of the skeletcl nationsl orgenization would
help consicerably to stabilize the newspeper. This in turn would help assure
the youth the recl independernce they require from all adult orgenizations.

The orgunizationcl step now contenplated is actually a modest one, fully
in keeping with the resl situation. It is projosed that cards be nade avelleble
to suppurters of the YOUNG SOCI&LIST. & "sup orter" in teking & cerc signifies
agreenent with the Lroad cins of the YOUNG SOCIALIST, undertakes a finoncial
contribution of ‘@ nininun of, sey, 50 cents a nionth to sustain the paper, and
pledges to do what Le can to wilen the influence end circuletion of the YOUITG
SOCIALIST. The cetegory of "sup orters" of the YOUNG SOGIALISE, which now
agpears everywhere in discussicns end commurnicetions involving the pager, would
thus be lifted fron organizational amorphousness and converted into sonething
definite.

This step fits in so naturally with the problem of stabilizing the printing
end distribution of the YOUMG 30CILaALIST that it is felt that the Editorial
Boeard could well uncerteke it on its own responsitility in view of the post-
ponepent of the proposed Labor ey Conference.

A further rieasure, which we feel should be taken, is the determination of
a national leadership to which the &ditorial Board in Mew York would be res-
ponsible. It is proposed that this question be settled at a national conference
of supporters of the YOUMG SOCILALIST.
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Consideratle ciscussion hos becn cevuted to a name for the propused
orgenization of the supparters of the YOUIG SCCIsLISI. This question is re-
garded Tty us as of secundary irnpertance. &or the search for & name should not
be peruitted to obscure the modest charwcter of the or_anigzationel proposals and
neke then appear nore anbitioms than they really are. Uone of us visualize the
present corps of supporters of the YTOUNG SOCIALIST &s the full-fledged rev-
olutionaxry socialist youth novenment we wish to build no natter what nane is given
to the contenplated organizational structure. We consider it rather as a step,

a snall one to be sure, in the direciion of building such an organizetion.

As for the ecditorial policy of the YOUG SOCLaLidT, it is felt that its
definition nust bte alors the lines of revolutiomery socieclisn in its bLroadest
conception. To prove most attractive to awekerirz youtk, the peaper hus to have
definite opinions and the right to teke o cdefinifte stend on the big issues that
affect Anerice end the world. These issues sunetines find acute expression in
the ninds and feelings of both carpus anc fectory youth, compelling any youth
peper that hopes to achleve leadership to state its editorial views. Moreover,
the paper rust have =z central guiding perspective in editorial policy —- the
building of a revolutionery socialist youth noveuent.

At the sane tine, beczuse it is a. youth paper, appealing o a group in
society whose politicel positioums ere nout fully forned and often in considerable
flux, it nust offer 1ts colurms to the riost diverse views, thus falthiully

~reflecting the broed grouping which has already forned eround the YOUIG SOCIsLIST
and which it 1s hoped can be continually renewel and extended.

The YOUNG SOCIALIST thus constitutes the ideological means fhr tringing the
progran of revolutionary socialisn to the youik; btut this is to be understood
not at ell as a nechanicsl presentation but as its living expression, within a
definite nilieu, concermed about definite issues, atia definite tine.

~ The erystallization of the supporters of the YOUING SOCIALIST into more
definite orgenizatioral fornm ducs hot signify a charnge of attitude toward the
independnet, broad, nilitent (IRM) zroups which have already been forued, ere
in process of formztion, or which night be formel in the coming period. In
fact, statilization oi the IOUNG SOCIaliST throush such neans nekes it easier to
follow an extremely flexible poulicy in this respect.

4t this stege of the develo.ment of the revoluticnary socialist youth

novenent in dnerica, the variows areas heve nou choice but to bend with local
requirenents. The norn on a nation-wide scale should not be to try to irpose
sone general form that in different tinmes ond circunstences end with different
forces would no doudbt be preferravle. The norn is to iteke what exists, includ-
ing locelly preierred forms, and try to link then to the YOUNG SOCIALIST, even
though the link nmay be so tenuous &g to imolxe nothing nore than e discussion
of articles eppearing in the paper.

The key role is played here by the gupporters of the YOUI'G SOCIALIST.
Their tesk at this stoge, particulerly in relation to youth connected in one way
or another with the Cormunist Party, is to push the idea of regrowment and of
cormon soclalist activity. In wider groupings, different subects of tcn assoc-
iated with actiuns suggested or initiated by the YOUG SOCIaLIST, can be
handled in equivelent fashiom. .
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In the final analysis, the IBMY groupings, whotever their differences in
form end contert, azre not "front" orgenizations, but transitional links to the
unorgenized youth. This is true whether they have been initiated by forner ad-
herents of the CP's Labvor Youth League, by the YISL Left Wing, by unaffiliated
youth, or by youth of the Socimlist Wurkers Party. In view of this fundanental
feot, it would be unrealistic to try to convert the IbM groups into the revol-
utionary socialist movenent through sonme orgeanizational short cut. On the other
hand nuch is to be gained fron recognizing that they have genuine reeson for
existence, that the supporters of the YOUNG SOCIALIST highly value then, believe
they perforn & necessary and even indispensable function in the develonnent of
the youth movepent as a whole, including the eventual fornation of a revolution-
ary socislist youth orgenization, and are Golng everything possible to encourage
then end to help them in the successful achievement of their projects. In fact,
the YTOUNG SOCIALIST should stress the activities of these groups, including their
discussions, For e considercvle tinme to cme.

The developnent of the YOUMG SOCIALIST grouping has given additional con-~
plexity to the problen of the conferences it orgenizes. In expanding the nove-
nment, the conferences are most valuable if they cen be nade as broad as possible.
On the other hand, because of the growth of the cadro forces, need is now felt
nore acutely for consultation about problens of narr.wcr interest. The con-
tradictory character of the protlen was not visualized in all its sharpness when
the Lebor Day Conference was first projected. Ther ti:e conference, which had
been presented publicly as & mesting to discuss the possitbility of forming a
national youth organization, was gostponcd in reszonsc to a request fronm the
field to allow nmore time for discussion cnd consultation. It is now clear that &
the coning national gathering must be of the supporters of the YOUI'G SOCIALLIST. .

The pomtponenent of the conference to the Christnas vacation period allows
sone five nonths additional discussion of the questions touched on in this
nenorandun. It is hoped that this discussion will not be peraitted to cut
acruss the intensive activities thut are denanded of the YOUIG SOCIALIST group-
ing in this same period. The objective opportunities eare grent and it would be
regrettable to niss up on eny of tiien because of undue heat over issues that
should bYe settled without too great difficulty in the absence of political
differences. The discussion should be kept leisurely and within recson,

--passed unanimcucly by Iditorial board
Lumust 3, 1958






