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YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE
1)y Second Avenue

New York City 3, New York
GRamercy 5-7920

RESOLVED: The Young Socialist Alliance welcomes the victory for united,
independent socialist electoral action achieved at the conference of June 13-15.
This political confrontation proved once again that socialists of diversevgon-
viction can profitably unite in support of common socialist goals on a minimal
basis and without sacrifice of individual principle. We have every confidence
that this victory will be consolidated by fielding a ticket which provides
representation for all major constituents of the campaign. Such a slate would
give meaningful expression to the realities of the American socialist movement,

and would receive our fullest support.

(Adopted unanimously at the meeting of 28 June 1958.)

/s/ Richard DeHaan, Chairman
YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

The above resolution was endorsed unanimously by the Editorial Board of
the Young Socialist at its meeting of 29 June 1958.

/s/ Tim Wohlforth, Managing Editor
YOUNG SOCIALIST



Draft "Where We Stand!

We favor the abolition of our capitalist system which dertveslits 1life
blood from the exploitation of man by man in the name of profit. We advocate
the replacement of this system by a soclalist system in which the means of
production are ovned, and the political power controlied democratically, by
the people. |

As Marxists, we identify with the only class that can bring socialism
into existence, the working class. We recognize the existende of struggles
between classes as the essence of social relations in the modern capitalist
society and side unequivocally with the working class. This means concretely
full support to the trade union movement in its struggles with the capitalist
class, while criticizing the union bureaucracy when it sacrifices the needs
of the workers to maintain "labor peace" and their own privileged positions.
This means no support to the capitalist parties since such support would
mean crossing the political picket line. This means supporting soclialists
who run against these parties,

We are internationalists, for the only soclalism that was ever worth
anything 1s international socialism which recognizes that the working class
is as much an international class as the capitalist class with its cartels
and military alliances, We socialists support our brothers in other lands—-
fight along with them against the rulersof the world who polson the atmosphere
with their nuclear tests, who hold down the colonial peoples, who are plamn-
ning a third world war against the Soviet bloc. We must support the conquests
of workers in other lands, and defend the nationalized property existing in
one third of the world against any "roll-back" by capitalist imperialism.

The soclallsm we advocate is democratic in its essence. Socialism
loses its meanihg if it oppresses thg many -— if it does not allow for the

fullest democratic rights to the working and exploited peoples of the world.
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Draft "Where We Stapd" -~ page 2

Thus socialism means not the suppression of democratic rights as exists in
the Soviet lands, dbut rather the full flowering of thzse rights. Therefore,
we support fully the struggle of the working class in the Soviet lands to
wrench the political power usurped by the bureaucrats and place it in the
hands of the workers themselves democratically organized in workers councils
or soviets.

We support every step forward taken by the mass of the people even if
such steps fall short of socialism. We support the struggle of the Negro
people for full equality and call on the working class as a whole to come
to the aid of their embattled Negro brothers in the South and throughout
this land. We support every step taken to regain those civil liberties and
freedoms, limited though they may be, that once existed in this country.
Particulai‘ly. as young students and workers we demaﬁd fullest freedom of
expression for American youth and teachers on the high school and university
campuses across the land. |

We dedicate ourselves to the task of building a new socialist youth
movement in the United States and Canada to bring the liberating ideas of
socialism to the young workers and students, Such a movement must be based
on the fine militant traditions of American radicalism and link itself to
the struggles of socialists of all lands for a new soclal order that will
end the exploitation of man by man forever, and free the creative forces
inherent in humanity for their fullest possible flowering.

L B

Adopted by Editorial Board, June 29, 1958,
for presentation to the Labor Day Conference.



DRAFT MEMORANDUM ON PERSPECTIVES
June 29, 1958

The perspective for socialist youth must be understood in relation to the
perspective of the radical socialist movement as a whole. While having a
dynamic of its own the youth movement comes under heavy influence from develop-
ments in the adult field.

In the adult field the most likely course seems to be one of united
activity, most notably electoral action. - This stage (of united activity) seems
to be replacing the earlier phase of mere discussion of ideas.

This new situation in the adult movement, which received its impulse
from the shakeup in the international Communist movement now finds a base for
further development in the U,S, in the deepening economic crisis and a lessen-
ing of the witch-hunt, -

For the youth movement, the possibility new exists for important growth
on the high-school and college campuses. Our job is to conduct such activity
a8 will best bring militant socialism back on to the American campus, Such a
policy will strengthen the tendencies toward unification of the existing
radical youth.

The IBM clubs proved their validity as initial organizing centers for those
tendencies which wished to build a vigorous socialist youth movement, The
YOUNG SOCIALIST, while lacking organic connection with most of the clubs,
provided the most effective support for the clubs. It is necessary to take a
great leap forward and bring together the separate aspects of the movement.

In the coming period we should unify in a national organization all young
socialists who are prepared to launch a campaign of open militant socialist
activity and education, Such an organization will be the natural fulfillment
of the IBM movement.

While continuing within the framework of IBM the move toward national
organization signifies seeking forms best suited to an expanding socialist
organization on the campus. It will prove even more attractive to those
already radicalized youth who want more than mere private hot-house talk
shops. It will attract all those who want a vigorous, outgoing movement of
socialist activity.

Henceforth, discussions should serve the indispensible function of defining
out attitudes toward all political currents of our time and providing the
programmatic framework for our practical activity.

While maintaining the principle of independence from adult organizations,
while continuing to encourage recruitment on a broad minimum basis (see
political stand), the movement will grow to the extent that it undertakes the
long term project of elaborating a revolutionary socialist program for American
youth and to the extent that it participates in and/or initiates militant
campaigns for academic freedom, civil rights, peace, a socialist electoral
policy, etc,

#

Adopted unanimously by the Editorial Board
7-16~58



Los Angeles

Tim Wohlforth, editor
New York City

Young Socialist Editorial Board:

In the past several weeks we have had a number of discussions with
Young Socialist supporters from Detroit, Denver, Los Angeles and the San
Francisco Bay Area, concerning the Conference Call that has been issued by the
Young Socialist editorial board, We would like to tell youof some of our con-
clusions on how this conference can best £it the needs of the YS and its sup-
porters.

Everyone we have spoken to agrees that there is a definite need for a
conference, a conference of a particular kind, At this point we need a work-
discussion meeting of the revolutionary-socialist cadres that have been doing
youth work in the broad clubs throughout the past year. Its purpose should be
to consider and define a general national orientation and then create the
organizational means to carry cut the policies it decides upon, It should be
8o arranged that the revolutionary socialists can review their many pressing
problems in an atmosphere conducive to full and free discussion, This will be
possible only if we are not inhibited by the presencs of socialist youth not yet
ready or willing at their present stage of development to participate in discus-
sions on such a political basis,

Different viewpoints have already been expressed on a number of questions
in both the written material appearing in bulletin form and in ths less formal
discussions that have been occuring in a number of cities, The most important
questions that are being discussed, the ones that should be settled by a confer-
ence, appear to be the following: 1) Whabt is the perspective in the coming
period for the development of a socialist youth movement in the U.S.? What
organization forms would bs best to advance this progressive development?

2) What organizational form, if any, and at what tempo of development should
the revolutionary youth use in the coming period to advance the perspectives
that will be determined by the conference? 2) What should be the role of the
Young Socialist newspaper: what political positions should it adopt, to whom
should its ideas be directed, and what should be its organizational relation to
the socialist youth movement?

It is obvious that these and similar questions cannot be discussed in an
extremely broad conference of the type that was held in Chicago last February,
The coming conference should be restricted to the revolutionary supporters of
the Young Socialist. When the conference has first thoroughly discussed and
settled the pressing problems before it, then it will be in a much better position
to consider whalt concrete steps to take for the creation of a national youth
movement,

To implement the tyvpe of conference that we feel is necessary we would like
to propose the following: 1) Several months of pre-conference discussion
should be held, around discussion documents presenting the views of the Young
Socialist supporters. 2) To permit such discussion, and to allow ample time
to organize the conference, we propose a postponement of the projected confer-
ence until the L-day Thanksgiving holiday weckend, November 27-30, 3) During
the interim period the editorial board of the Young Socialist consult with the
local groups as to their ideas for the agenda and organizational representation,




Los Angeles letter page 2

There is one other suggestion we would like to make. In view of the fact
that we have been orienting toward a youth movement independent of the exist-
ing adult parties, it seems highly inadvisable for the contference at this time
to discuss formal and official documents representing the points of view of
adult organizations., We suggest that the proposed discussion around Germain's
speech on "Prospects and Dynamics of the Political Revolution" be taken off the
agenda and that no document from any adult political organization be discussed
as such at the conference. The youth throughout the country can adequately
present their views on their own positions by publishing them in the pre-
conference discussion bulletin.

We are sending copies of this letter to the listed individunals for the
information of the people in those areas. Ue hope they will communicate to you
their opinions on the proposals we have made,

Comradely yours,

Peter A., Los Angeles
Carl F., Los Angeles
Allen T., Detroit
Barbara D., Detroit
George M., San Francisco
Bob I., San Francisco

(Allen T. and Barbara D. are visiting in California.)

copies to: Norman H., Denver
John S,, Seattle
Bob H., Detroit
Ed C,, Chicago
Tom L., Minneapolis
Arthur P., Philadelphia
Wayne L., Milwaukee
Ernest S., Toronto
Richard K., San Francisco Bay Area
Jim R., San Francisco



Young Socialist - Editorial Board Minutes (special session) - Monday, July 21

Proposed Agenda: 1. los Angeles Communication
2. Mexican Article
3. Time of Next Meeting
Present: Jim L., Mike K., Dick D., Tim W.; Absent: Elli, George, Bert

1. Los Angeles Communication: Motion by Tim-

Resolved:

The Young Socialist editorial board acknowledges receipt of a communication
dated & 15 from a group of the moust active supporters of the Young Socialist
requesting an extension of the discussion period pricr to the coming National
Conference. Since we consider the National Conference as a gathering of
supporters of the Young Socialist, to mset the nesds of these supporters,
and since a group of these supporters feel that a Labor Day Conference would
be too soon to develop fully the pre-Conference discussion, we move to post-
pone the Conference until the Chrisimas vacation period. We feel the Christmas
period is & more convenient date for college and high school students than the
Thanksgiving date suggested in the July 15 letter. Furthermore,it will 2llow
for a national tour prior to the conference to a) help build up the conference
and b) allow for the fullest consultation with each local area prior to the
conference.

We therefore further resolve that the present conference article be stricken
from the August issue and that the August issue instead contain a box stating
the following: "In response to the urgent requests of a number of our supporters
to have more time to prepare for and participate in the proposed National
Conference we are postponing the Conference until after Labor Day. Watch the
September issue for full details on the Conference.”

We urge every area in the eountry in line with point (3) on page two of the
aforementioned letter to communicate directly to the Editorial Board their
thoughts and feelings about the Conference. These will be taken into consider-
ation in lins with our continuing policy of wishing the fullest consultation
and participation of all our supporters in the plans and work of the YS.

Carried unanimously %

# Bert and Elli were consulted by phone and favored a postponement of the
conference as outlined in the above motion.

2. Mexican Article: It was decided to run an article on the Mexican elections
as a repIEcement for the stricken conference article.

3. Time of Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on Sunday, July 27 at
6 pm in order to permit George Payne to attend, (He is presently in Pa.)

w3



MEMURANDUN OF THE BUILDIVG OF a BEVOLUTIONarY YOUTH MOVEMENT
-~ subnitted by Tim Woklforth to the
Editorial Board of the YOUNG SOCILALIST

In order to help in the process of clarification of the Giscussion that
is going on nationally anmong suppor ters of the YOUNG SO0CIaLlST we are attenpt-
ing in this nemorandun to spell out the generel ideas and perspectives that
we, the editorial board, have developed over the last few months. We hope this
will be of some help in understanding the present stage of developnent we are
at and the tasks we envision for the coning Fational Conference of YOUNG
SOCIALIST supporters.

The regroupnent process anong youth has proceeded in a highly favorable
direction in the past two years. The main obstecle to the development of a
revolutionary socialist youth novenent, the Stalinist-dominateé labor Youth
League, collapsed es one of the consequences of the crisis in the Comnunist
Party and wes dissolved. The best elements in the Young Socialist League
resisted the turn of the Shachtnen grouping towerd the right wing of the
Social Denocracy and carried through a successful struggle in defense of soc-
ielist principles. The youth of the Socialist Workers Perty did everything
possible to help in this process ani a fusion occurred between then and the YSL
Lef t~Wing Caucus. Various independents and former nembers of the LYL have
adied their forces to this promising formetion. The outstending achievenment in
this regroupnent process was the cunsolidaticn of the nucleus of & new youth
leecdership on & netional sceale. ‘

The political capacities of the new coclition of forces was denonstrated
in striking fashion by the sureness with which we turned fron the internal
- factional strugsle of the YISL to outward-going activities. The national news-
parer, the YOUMG SOCIALIST, wiich we established as the axis of the turn,
quickly proved its attractiveness to wide circles of youth, both the radically
ninded and those first nearing political conscicusness. A4 national conference
of broad character, Lelcd in Chicego last February, was an outstanding success.
A series of nilitant ections have won the new fornatiovn favorable attention and
established its sericus chcracter in the nind of the radicel public as a con-
tender for leacershiy of the youth. Groupings of various physiognony, origin
and political definition have either been organizel or have been attracted to
the new polarizing center. In these groupings, whether or not officially, the
YOUMG SOCIALIST occupies the center of attention as an ideological guide and
source of inspiration.

This pronmising beginning augurs well for the future, since the opportun-
ities remain great. The Comrmnist Party, hitherto dominant in the field, has
proved incapable of emerging fron its crisis up to now. Yet the objective need
for the orgenization of the Anerican redical youth is becoring nore pressing.
The turn in the econcnic situation and the heightened international crisis are
cutting deeply into the thinking of the youth, giving promise of soon yielding
& new crop cf anergetic young radicels impelled in the direction of revolut-
ionary socialism, The opportunities clearly call for a progran of expansion.

It would, however, be a nistcke of considerable nagnitude to believe
that the YOUMG SOCIALIST grouping is unchallenged and has a clear field before
it. While the Communist Party has as ytt been unable to renew its bid for the
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redical youth, this sitwtion ney not last indefinitely. Meanwhile the consol-
idation of the Sccial Denccracy, with the irclusion of the Shachtmanites, has
provided the Social-Denocratic youth with fresh resources. On the campuses

they are now attempting a comebeck. Their specious cppeals tc democracy, coupled
with the nornal revulsion many youth feel toward Stalinist practices in the
Soviet bloc, have netted then gains in irportant areas. This we asses as a nan-
ifestetion of danger which it would be folly to nininize and which calls for
vigorous neasures.

The major problen fecing the YOUNG SOCIALIST grouping is thus how to
respond nost. effectively to the objective opportunities. The solution to this
will carry with it the aenswer as to the best wey of neeting the Social~Democratic
challenge.

4t bottom the prublen is cual in nature. It involves (1) deterninmation of
the best organizational structure for the active supjorters of the YOUMG SOC-
IALIST; (2) determination of the most realistic policy of these cadres in
relation to public activities and wider groupings in the period now before us.
The steady objective remains, as before, construction of a revolutionary soc-
ialist youth movenment. The immediate steps are viewed as a necns to this end.

Finding the best organizational structure for the active sup.orters of
the YOUNG SOCIALIST is not a big question of settling on norms. What is nainly
involved is sinply strengthening the supporting structure of the nonthly news(-
paper, the ideological focus of the new novenent. Regularized scurces of incone
end avenues of Gistridution are pressing needs.

When the peper was first launched, it was necessary to underteke forced
marches, including borrowing funds. Sufficient supporters have now been
assenbled to nake it possible to pass beyond this prinitive stage to a nore
formal orgenization. ZXormalizatior of the skeletel national orgenization would
help consicderably to stabilize the newspeper. This in turn would hely assure
the youth the recl independerce they require from all adult organizations.

The orgonizational step now contenplated is actually a modest one, fully
in keeping with the resl situation. It is pro.osed that cards be nade available
to supporters of the YOUIG SOGIALIST. a "sup orter" in teking a card signifies
agreenent with the broad ains of the YOUUG SGGIALIST, undertekes & financial
contribution of a nininun of, say, 50 cents a nonth to sustain the paper, and
pledges to do what he can to widen the influence and circulation of the YOG
SOCIsLIST. The category of "sup.orters" of the YOUNG SOGIALIST, which now
appears everywhere in discussicns and corrunications involving the paper, would
thus be lifted from orgaenizational anorphousness and converted into something
definite.

This step fits in so naturally with the problen of stabilizing the printing
and distribution of the YOUMWG SOCIALIST that it is felt that the Editorial
Board coull well undertake it on its own responsibility in view of the post-
ponenent of the proposed Lebor Day Corference.

A further neasure, which we feel should be taken, is the deternmination of
a national leadership to which the Editorial Board in New York would be res-
ponsible. It is proposed that this question be settled at a netional conference
of supporters of the YOUWG SOCIALIST.
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Consideratle ciscussion hcs been devuted to a naue for the proposed
organization of the supporters of the YOUNG SCCLsLIST. This question-is re-
garded by us as of secondary inmportance. Xor the search for a name should not
be pernitted to obscure the modest character of the organizational proposals and
neke then eppear nore anbitioms than they really are. 1Mone of us visualize the
present corps of supporters of the YOUNG SOCIALIST as the full-fledged rev-
olutionary socislist youth nmovenent we wish to build no natter what name is given
to the conteuplated organizational structure. We comsider it rather as a step,

a snall one to be sure, in the direction of building such an orgenization.

4s for the editorial policy of the YOUMG SUCIALIST, it is felt that its
definition nust be along the lines of revolutionery socielisu in its broadest
conception. To prove most attractive to awakerning youth, the paper has to have
definite opinions and the right to teke a definite stand on the big issues that
affect America and the world. These issues scunetinmes find acute expression in
the ninds and feelings of both campus and factory youth, compelling any youth
peper that hopes to achieve leadership to state its editorial views. Moreover,
the paper nust have a central guiding perspective in editorial policy —- the
building of a revolutionary socialist youth movenent.

At the sane time, because it is a youth paper, appealing to a group in
society whose politicel positions ere not fully formed and often in considerable
flux, it must offer its colurms to the nost diverse views, thus faithfully
reflecting the broad grouping which has already formed around the YOUI'G SOCIALIST
and which it is hoped can be continually renewed and extended.

The YOUNG SOCIALIST thus comstitutes the ideolugical means fbr Yringing the
progran of revolutionary socialism to the youth; but this is to be understood
not at &ll as a mechanical presentation but as its living expression, within a
definite nilieu, concerned about definite issues, atca definite tine.

The arystallization 6f the supporters of the YOUNG SOCIALIST into more
definite organizational forn dues hot signify a change of attitude toward the
independnet, broad, militant (IBM) zroups which have already been forned, are
in process of formation, or which ni ht be formed in the coning period. In
fact, stabilization of the IYOUNG SOCIALIST through such means nakes it easier to
follow en extremely flexible policy in this respect.

At this stege of the develoyment of the revolutionary socialist youth
novenent in Anerica, the various areas have no choice but to bend with local
requirenents. The norm on & nation-wide scale should not be to try to impose
sone general forn that in different times and circunstances end with different
forces would no doubt be preferrable. The nornm is to take what exists, includ-
ing locelly preferred forns, and try to link then to the YOUNG SOCIALIST, even
though the link may be so tenuous as to involve nothing nore than a discussion
of articles gppesaring in the paper.

The key role is played here by the gupporters of the YOUI'G SOCIALIST.
Their task at this stoge, particulerly in relation to youth connected in wne way
or another with the Communist Party, is to push the idea of regroupnent and of
cormon socialist activity. In wider groupings, different subects often assoc-
lated with actions suggested or initiated by the YOU'G SOCIALIST, can be
handled in equivalent fashion.
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In the final analysis, the IBM groupings, whatever their differences in
forn and content, are not "front" organizations, but transitional links to the
unorgaenized youth. This is true whether they have been initiated by former ad-
herents of the CP's Labor Youth Leasgue, by the YSL Left Wing, by unaffiliated
youth, or by youth of the Socialist Workers Party. In view of this fundanental
fact, it would be unrealistic to try to convert the IBM groups into the revol-
utionary socialist novement through some organizational short cut. On the other
hand nuch is to be gained fron recognizing that they have genuine reason for
existence, that the supporters of the YOUNG SOCIALIST highly value then, believe
they perforn a necessary and even indispensable function in the developnent of
the youth novement as a whole, including the eventual formation of a revolution-~
ary socieslist youth organization, and are coing everything possible to encourage
then end to help them in the successful achievement of their projects. In fact,
the YOUIG SOCIALIST should stress the activities of these groups, including their
discussions, for e considerazbdle time to cme.

The developnent of the YOUI™G SOCIALIST grouping has given additional com-
plexity to the problem of the conferences it orgenizes. In expanding the nove-
nent, the conferences are nmost veluable if they can be nade as broad as possible.
On the other hand, because of the growth of the cadre forces, need is now felt
nore acutely for consultation about prodlems of narr.wer interest. The con-
tradictory character of the problem was not visualized in all its sharpness vhen
the Labor Day Conference was first projected. Then the conference, which had
been presented publicly as a neeting to discuss the possibility of forming a
national youth organization, was postponed in response to a request fron the
field to allow nmore time for discussion and consultation. It is now clear that
the coning nationel gathering nust be of the supporters of the YOUNG SOCIALIST.

The postponenent of the conference to the Christnas vacation period sllows
sone five nonths additional discussion of the questions touched on in this
neporandun. It is hoped that this discussion will not be permitted to cut
acruss the intensive activities that are demanded of the YOUNG SOCILLIST group-
ing in this same period. The objective opportunities are great and it would be
regrettable to niss up on any of then because of undue heat over issues that
should be settled without too great difficulty in the absence of political
differences. The discussion should be kept leisurely and within reason.

-~passed unanimously by iditorial board
Auogust 3. 1958



Draft Motion on Editorial Policy for the "Young Socialist", and

Proposed Agenda for the Conference of Young Socialist Supporters

A letter motivating the proposals:

"Editorial Beard San Francisco
Young Socialist Oct. 2, 1958

Dear Comrades,

"Enclosed is a draft resoluticn on editorial policy and a proposed
agenda for our coming conference, These wers arrived at after con-
sultation and agreement of Carl Feingold, Peter Allan, and Jim Robertson
and is submitted in their names as well as mine.

"We feel that with the Memorandum Lln this bulletin, document of
8-3-5§7 as our main document for discussion and vote at the conference,
with a statement in effect reaffirming past editorial nollcy and giving
a mandate to the edi% hoard to continue along the same lines, and with
a motion of organizational form {not included at +his time) we will
have all the important material which the sonference should ast on.

"The 'Where We Stand' statement /in this bu*letln, document of 6-29-587,
we feel, is not really recessary at this time so long as we have an
editorial policy moticn, The Perspectives statemen* /in tais bulletin,
document of 7~16-5§7 issued eariier is included in the present Memor-
andum. Any fvller discussion of program could not be effectively
organized for the coming conference and therefore it is well to leavs
this to a fuller discussion after the conference,

"We also had a discussion on the organizaticn question &nd have passed
on our ideas to Jim Robertson who will formulate them and submit them
to the editorisl board shurtly. In essence we feel that 1l we need
at this time is a naticnal becard of YS supporters, elected by the
suppo=ters and to which the editorial board will be responsible, &
fuller organizational structure can be set ur =zt a later date according
to the needs of the revolutionary soecialist youth,

"We hope that you will be able to take action on these matters as soon
as possible as such action will help to clear up any confusicn that may
exist as to exactly what we plan to discuss and act on at the conference,
Also such action will allow time for the forrmlation of any mincrity
resolutions or amendments should any courade desire vo do so.

"Fraternally,

. Tim W s editor"
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The Motion on Editorial Policy and Conference Agenda submitted by Tim et al
follow in lower case; the Editorial Board amendments adopted Oct. 19, 1958 are
given in CAPITALS. (The amended version is presented to all YS supporters for
their consideration. Additional proposals or amendments should be sent to the
Editorial Board.)

Draft Motlion on Editorisl Policy for the "Young Socialist"

This Conference of Young Socialist supporters approves the general line of the
editorial policies of the Young Socialist as they have been expressed on
specific issues in its editorials., Tne major points of policy can be summar-
ized as follows:

1. For independent political action as promoted at present through united
socialist electoral opposition to the two capitalist parties and advocacy of
a labor party by the union movement.

1., FOR A LABOR PARTY BY THE UNION MOVEMENT. AS AN IMMEDIATE GOAL, FOR
INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION THROUGH UNITED AND INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST ELECT=-
ORAL OPPOSITION TO THE TWO CAPITALIST PARTIES.

2. Unconditional backing of the Negro peoples fight for full equality.
2. UNCONDITIONAL BACKING OF THE FIGHT FOR FULL EQUALITY BY THE NEGRO PEOPLE
AND OTHER MINORITIES. . " N ’

3. Militant opposition to the entire witchhunt with special focus on the
witchhunt on the campus and the political screening of youth in military

service,
3. Add CONNECTION WITH before "military".

L. Support to the colonial peoples struggles for freedom and independence.
Opposition to imperialist intervention such as the U.S. course in lebanon,
Quemoy and elsewhere, and the French war in North Africa.

s SUPPORT TO THE COLONIAL PEOPLES STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE.
FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL IMPERIALIST TROOPS FROM FOREIGN SOIL.

5. MAdvocacy of a workers and farmers government as the only progressive
alternative to the capitalist drive toward military dictatorship and fascism,
a drive most recently illustrated by General deGaulle's placement in power in
France.

5« ADVOCACY OF WORKERS POWER AS THE ONLY PROGRESSIVE ALTERNATIVE TO THE
CAPITALIST DRIVE TOWARD MILITARY DISCTATORSHIP AND FASCISM, A DRIVE RECENTLY
ILLUSTRATED BY GENERAL DEGAULLE'S PLACEMENI IN POWER IN FRANCE.

6. Support to the struggle of workers democracy in the Soviet Union and
Peoples Democraclies as manifested in the Polish and Hungarian workers revo-
lutions, Opposition to attempts of imperialism to reestablish hegemony over
this section of the world.

6. SUPPORT TO STRUGGLES FOR WORKERS DEMOCRACY IN THE SOVIET UNION AND PEOPLES
REPUBLICS SUCH AS THE POLISH AND HUNGARIAN WORKERS REVOLUTIONS, OPPOSITION
TO ATTEMPTS OF TMPERTALISM TO REESTABLISH DOMINATION OVER THIS SECTION OF THE
WORLD, .
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Draft Motion on Editorisl Policy, cont.

7. Against further nuclear tests and the build-up of the U.S. war machine.

The struggle against the capitalist war danger and for world peace is identical
with the struggle for international socialism,

7. AGAINST FURTHER NUCLEAR TESTS AMD THE BUILD-UP OF THE U.S. WAR MACHINE,

THE SUCCESS OF THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE CAPITALIST WAR DANGER AND FOR WORLD
PEACE DEPENDS UPON THE SUCCESS OF THE STRUGGLE FOR INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM.

Add: 8. FOR THE REGROUPMENT OF REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST YOUTH INTO AN INDEPEN
DENT, BROAD AND MILITANT NATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATION BASED ON THE EDITORIAL
POLICY OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST.

The policy formulated in these positions shovld serve as a guide to the editors
of the Young Socialist in the next period. It is understood that the editorial
board will initiate an extended discussion with free and full participation by
all IS supporters to develop a more precise and rounded program for American
socialist youth.

T R E X

Proposed Agenda for Conference of Young Socialist Supporters

1. National report on progress and relationship of forces.
1. NATIONAL PROGRESS AND RELATIONSHIP OF FORCES.

2. Circulation and financial report.
2. CIRCULATION AND FINANCES.

3. Area reports.

k. Presentation of "Memorandum on the Building of a Revolutionary Youth Movement!
L TASKS AND FERSPECTIVES.

5. Editorial policy motion.
5. EDITORTAL POLICY.

6. Organization of YS Supporters Motion.
6. ORGANIZATION OF YS SUPPORTERS.

7. Election of national board.

O3 3 3 % X %



ANSWER TO MARTHA WOHLFORTH
Tom Leonard (Mfinneapolis)

Martha Wohlforth's document "ON BUIIDING A REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT,"
starts out with the proposition that it is our intention to build a national
"socialist youth movement, open to all socialist minded youth but with
principled revolutionary socialist politics.®

Certainly no one could oppose the above proposition. Neither could anyone
question comrade M's sincere effort to reach clarity on how this perspective
will be reaiized in life. The unfortunate thing about the document is that it is
admittedly an attempt at analysis and poses from comrade M's point of view
only "tentative answers.®

From the point cof view of other socialist youth grappling with the same
problem these "tentative answers™ could be and are a scurce of confusion,
Certainly it is necessary to achieve clarity on that aspect of the document
which attempts to determine the character and role of the youth movement in
relation to the adult revolutionary party -- the SWP,

One of the first observationsg made by comrade M. is that despite the merger
of the YSL left wing caucus and the SWP youth "... there is no revolutionary
organization on the youth scene." {page 2) She then critically compares the
role of the SWP which is "basically programmatic" to that of the (non-revo-
lutionary (?)) youth group which .., has taken another tactic; the whole
political content of its approach has been boiled down to the slogan !'IBM! --
Independent, Broad and Militant."™ According to comrade M., "This is a
qualitative difference in approach." (page 3)

With this we must disagree. The approach of the SWP and the revolutionary
youth is essentially the same in that both seek to advance the struggle for
socialism, The difference lies in the fact that tactically (organizationally)
it was easier for the youth of various political tendencies to get together
(regroup).

What are some of the reasons for this, First of all we have to observe
that the youth did not go through the bitter end often fratricidal struggles
which have divided the radical left for so many years. This is a legacy left
them by the adult radical parties, a legacy which the SWP is seriously trying
to overcome through ils regroupment program,

Secondly, if we turn to the arena of contemporary capitalist society and
analize : the role of youth in this society (their experience and lack of ex-
perience in relationship to the class struggle) we will be provided with the key
not only to the form that a socialist youth movement will take, but also, more
important, the program that will give this form historical validity., This is
something to ponder.

Isn't it precisely the difference in experience that justifies the existance
of a socialist youth organization alongside of the adult revolutionary partyl
Comrade M!s preoccupation with point one'above, and her failure to appreciate
the significance of point two lead her to an incorrect, if only "tentative"
conclusion on the independent role of the youth movement,
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In her summary remarks titled "Independence of Revolutionary TYouth" we find
her quoting lenin as follows, "..,. the youth must come to sociaslism in a dif-
ferent way, by other paths, and other forms, under other circumstances than
their fathers ... unless they have complete independence the youth will be
unable to train good socialiste from their midst or to prepare themselves to
lead socialism forward." She concludes from this that young revolutionaries
need independence not as "youth in general but as revolutionists."

What we conclude is that comrade M. is for the ideological as well as the
organizational independence of the socialist youth movement of America. How-
ever, if she had continued her quote from Lenin's review of the Youth Inter-
national (1916) we would see that this certainly wasn't his conclusion, The
sentence following comrade M's quote finds lenin saying, "Incidentally this
is why we must be decidedly in favor of the organizational independence of the
Youth League..." (Lenin's emphasis)

Comrade M's failure to appreciate the difference between organizaticnal
and ideological independence then leads her to say, "... neither the Party nor
the IBM clubs can provide the revolutionary youth with an adequate means for
their theoretical develorment." Why? Beczuse the Party is so full of

rienced people (New York is full of National Committee members) that the
yougﬁ do not have the opportunity to develop their own ideas. On the other
hand the IBM clubs which comrade M charscterizes as being anti-capitalist and
pro-socialist are too inexperienced ("... so much broader than the revolutionary
youth"). Her solution then is to search for some ideal independent existence
where the quest for programmatic clarity cculd be conducted without considerlng
the day to day problems which reality compels us to consider.

Lenin too stressed the importance of youth studying the basic doctrines
of socialism, however he added, "I have replied to the question of what we
must learn from the old science. I will not try to answer the question of how
we must learn this, The answer is: only by inseparably linking up every step
in the activities of the school, every step in training, education and tuition,
with the struggle of the toilers against the exploiters." (Speech -- "The
Tasks of the Youth League" Oct. 2, 1920)

What we conclude from the above is that Lenin was for a youth movement
ideologically independent of capitalism and in this sense identified with the
adult revolutionary party. However due to the changing form of the class
- struggle and the relationship of youth to these changing forms their experiences
are different than preceeding generations. Therefore they need the widest
possible lattitude (independence) to go through these different experiences
in the process of acquiring socialist comciousness., In this sense we can
speak of youth as being the future cadre of the adult Party, the necessity for
which will remain as long as capitalism.

Comrade M's failure to examine the prospects for a socialist youth move-
ment and its relationship to the adult revolutionary party historically leads
her to the false assumption on page three that since there is not a qualitative
difference between younger and oider revolutionaries, therefore there is no
reason for a qualitative difference in the organizational form of the youth
group. Actually she is confronted with the same prorosition as other young
revolutionaries across the country., They are ready to accept as a result of
their experiences, the necessity for a disciplined revolutionary party and on the
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other hand they are dismayed by the apparent lack of discipline in the budding
socialist youth movement. In this sense we can say that young revolutionaries
are compelled to play a dual role.

Certainly one of our main tasks is to help formulate a program for a
socialist youth movement basied on conditions as they are now, We still have
a class struggle. We are living in a period of crisis for world capitalism,
One of the products of this crisis is the tremendous if aborted rebellion of
youth against the economic and social restrictions imposed by capitalism,
Certainly there is a lot to learn and a lot to say about the socialist solutions
to these problems,

July 10, 1958
###



SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT

hy Ceorge Payne, .
member of the Young Socialist Alliance,
former member of the Labor Youth League,
"Young Sociglist" staff cartoonist and
Editorial Board member,

In determining the form our national youth organizetion should take I think
we should study the relztionship of American radical youth to the "adult"
radical parties. It seems to me that this will show the need for an organiz-
ation that has a worked-cut program and an established poclitical line, but
which retains an essential flexibility and is able to present the newcomer
with the chance of helping to shepe the program, to alter it.

If we don't have a program and have only esn empty, abstract position, we
can't give ourselves concrete direction, can't provide ourselves wit!: a moving
dynamism. We must have the stimulus of immediate goals to give us a driving
momentum. This requires a definite program.

Therefore I say we should look to the practical political work we should be
doing in bona fide election campaigns, which, today, provide the only avenue
for reaching out to and radicalizing American workers. In the present period
failure to enter genuine state and national politics means isolation and
sterility.

This means we must act with the "adult" socialist parties. Can we shape our
program by following the Communist Party or the SP-SDF-Shachtmanite group?
Obviously not, since these two groups, being basically alike (undemocratic
internal regimes and support to capitalist politicians) are in a state of decay
and disintegration. Their differences are merely that they serve different
masters. A socialist group cannot survive today unless it comes out and openly
campaigns for socialism, for otherwise it cannot attract new elements to the
cause of the revolution, working for less meaning to work for it's own
eventual demise.

progressive resolution

By burying itself in "respectable" bourgeois organizations, sneaking out a/
now and then, it only aids the bourgeoisie vy putting the labor and talents of
of it's adherents at their service for their own rotten ends, thereby out-
weighing any feeble reforms it might help succeed. In the end the aging
adherents of the group will be lost amid the vast sea of the political machines
and their own organization will dry up from the lack of fresh blood. The new
elements an open, independent socialist group could attract will either remain
apathetic or become firmly bourgeois-minded and corrupted.

I am not against alliances with labor fakers provided that such are purely
temporary and conditional. 3Such are tactics, But the CP and SP present us
with the prospect of going to work for bourgeois politicians not temporarily,
but with daylight ahead only in some vague undetermined future time at best.

What about the Socialist Labor Party, which is independent and stands four-
square for the Socialist Revolution, dismissing even the most niggardly reforms?
In a purely formalistic sense, the SLP has a certain attractiveness about it.

It was America's original Marxist party, being formed out of separate socialist
workingmen's parties in the post-Civil War period. It claims to be America's
third oldest party, these two factors gving it an honorable historical niche
in the great American third-party - Labor party tradition (the U.S. has a
third-party tradition. It has a two-party system, the ruling system).
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Thanks to the degeneration of the CP and the SP-SDF, the disappearance of
the La Follette movement, the ALP, Muste's American Workers Party and the
Wallace Progressive Party, and the labor bureaucracy's abandomment of any
soclalist cloak to openly embrace capitalist politics, a party in the SLP's
position, with it's record and well-established legality, has had the chance to
become America's bone-fide third party, it's mass anti-capitalist Labor party
and it's Marxist vanguard party at the same time, the vehicle of ‘American
socialism, It could do this by recruiting the discontented and critical
elements who would have no other place to go if they wanted to avoid the
clutches of the GOP and Demccrabs.

But thanks to the negative side of Deleon's heritage the SLP is ossified and
moribund, isolated from the American lzboring class because it feels a few
crumbs given to U.S. workers while they are on the road to the revolution will
completely buy them off. It seems that the U.S. proletariat should deserve some
relief in the shape of reforms if it is struggling for socialism, but the SLP
can't see thate It bretally adheres to the idea that any reform is treachery.
In reality a working class so ground down by unemployment and poverty, com-
letely stripped of the protection of any reforms, is more likely to take to the
bottle and the church before joining the Socialist Industrial Unions of Deleon's
cardboard graphs, as the all-powerful employers would simply fire and starve to
death any worker who dared to join the socialist union, while the employer's
politicians would outlaw the union itself. Though the SLP says it's unions
would concern themselves with day-to-day problems in the shops, it is plainly
against political work outside the shops, since, to be elected, even the most
revolutionary candidate must offer his constitutents some measure of relief if
he expects to be elected. Why should destitute workers vote for someone who
will merely shoot off his mouth in Congress ("propagandize") and not vote for
bills that would help them? What kind of person is this, to be trusted to be
constructive after the socialist revolution if he isn't proving his sincerity by
fighting misery in the here and now?

Such is the tragedy of the SLP, As a union organizer, I know how the meager
paternalism of a sweatshope compeny towards a $36-a-week widow with children to
feed will keep her from joining the most respectable union and turn her into a
fighting scab during a strike.

And we can't remedy this by entering the SLP and changing it, since the
party's sectarian sickness includes an air-tight internal dictatorship, with no
one allowed to deviate an inch from the rigid Deleonist line. Perhaps someday
a break will come though, and if it should we ought to seize the chance and fuse
the SLP into the radical movement, making it the party of American socialism if
that is what is needed.

That leaves us with the Independent-Socialist party and the Socialist Workers
Party. Now at last we have come upon sensible Marxist politics and viable
programs, I think the Independent-Socialist party, in general, not without good
exceptions, lacks a deep enough understanding of the Soviet bloc and it's
relation to the world socialist movement., DBut this is a fluid, loose grouping,
and so one cannot expect a great deal in the way of ideology. That is the
Socialist Worker's Party's responsibility in this endeavor. My criticism of the
SWP is that it should open it's doors more widely in taking in leaders and rank-
and-filers of the Independent-Socialist party and other Left Socialist groupings,
so that future socialist electoral campaigning will not be encumbered by dual
parties doing the same job. I hold that the SWP should take in independent-
minded anti-Stalinist, anti-reformist revolutionary-socialists who have not
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become full Trotskyists. In other words, the SWP should use the approach of
energetically going out of it's way to attract such people, instead of saying,
"0.K., you can join, but Trotsky said.%.

To me the SWP could really stand a chance of becoming a Socialist WORKERS
Party if it's composition were that indicated by the following suggested
national committee:

The present SWP National Committee plus Milton Zazlow, Bert Cochran, Paul
Sweezy, leo Huberman, Carl Braden, George Stryker, Richard DeHaan, Vincent
Hallinan, Muriel McAvoy, James Aronson and so on, including, in essence, those
who reject class collaboration and are willing to champion a Labor party now,
today.

The important thing for an independent youth movement to establish today is
the need for building a mass Labor party and a Marxist vanguard now, today, all
else being a waste of time,

Especially important is the establishment of a bona fide Marxist-leninist
worker's International in order to fight Stalinist corruption as well as
capitalism, A purely national movement cannot fight Stalinism effectively.
There is already a Fourth International, the international association of the
Trotskyists, but this must be exranded and vastly strengthened before it can
call itself a genuine fourth workerts Communist International on a par with the
early Third International, the Comintern, before it was destroyed by Stalin's
machine,

The Fourth International that I envision would include such groups as the
"1'Union de la Gauche Socialiste" in France, a new united socialist party, the
leftists of the Independent Labor Party in England, and, were it legal, the
P,0.U.M. in Spain (United Marxist Workers Party), and so forth around the world,

It would, as soon as it had the necessary strength, set up it's own radio
station for regular propaganda-educational purposes. With the world having been
made so radio-aware today, the value of Radio Moscow, Radio Free Europe, the
Voice of America, Radio Cairo, etc. being well known, a "Radio Revolutionary
Workers of the World" would have a tremendous effect, limited though it would.
be, and certainly no competitor, word for word, with the radios mentioned above.
But I think, even if it could only broadcast a few hours every week, with the
correct political line and approach, it would have a big impact among the
leftist-minded peoples of Western Europe and the colonial world., Naturally it
would have to play folk music and have some variety in order to have broad
appeal, but, by truthful reporting, giving the real story through the smoke-
screens of biased official news slanting, and giving genuinely helpful
suggestions to the workers in their struggles and problems, it would soon gain
a tremendous prestige and reputation far outweighing it's supporter's lack of
funds. It's basic principles would be: Truth and Service to the Exploited of
the World.

Of course, it is doubtful that any country in Western Europe would allow such
a revolutionary broadcasting station on it's soil: the Stalinists, Social
Democrats and bourgeoisie would quickly combine to stamp it out. I was hoping
that (back in 1956) the disillusionment with Stalinism following the Hungarian
uprising among the Reds of northern Italy would see the tiny "independent®
republic of San Marinc become the first‘truly democratic Red Republic in the
world since the death of Ienin, as the Communists held a majority in the San
Marino political division then, and such a radio could be set up there, the
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surrounding Italian Communist strength protecting the tiny country's M"sover-
eignty". But the weakening of Stalinism of that period saw the San Marino
anti-Stalinist element among the Communists go over to the Christian Democrats
instead of advancing on to Bolshevism, thereby strengthening capitalism and
Stalinism both., Stalinism has been called the "Second mobilization of
Menshevism", and it is very apt. To go in any other direction than Leninist-
Bolshevism when breaking with Stalinism is to but strengthen all the systems
of exploitation, capitalist, collectivist-bureaucrstic, or what have you.

However, in the movement to creat a real worker's Fourth International, to
make the present Trotskyist framework of an international organization into a
Left Socialist, or, if you will, into a revolutionary-democratic Communist
organization, the consequences might see some country move further to the lLeft,
and this could become the country that would tolerate such & radio., The com-
bination of all of the Left voters of France into a democratic labor party might
do this; a combination into one single democratic party of the Communists, the
Nenni Socialists and the left-wing Catholics and Social Democrats in Italy might
make this possible, or the democratization of Yugoslavia, etc,

Such are a few thoughts of mine that I thought I would throw out for purposes
of stimulating our imaginations.

August 17, 1958



THE NECROPHILIACS

By Richard DeHasn

The first question which an independeant socialist should ask himself about the
SWP~originated youth movement concerns his r8le vis-é~vis that party. + is unclear
just what the purpose of the ideclogical confrontation currently being attempted is--
as it is unclear how the actual political development oi the IBM movement should Ye
related to that of the SWP, if any. The present discussion constitutes a mere
extension of the internal party debate to a slightly larger arena, although there
remain large segments of it open only to adepts of the faith. This being so, what
are its objectives? Does the perty wish tactical advice? In possession of the truth,
it hardly requires it. Does it wish our opinion of itself? I shouid have thought
that our opinion was alrsady expresssd in the fact that we are outside the party,
Yize, that it should drop dead. The first problem, then, is how independent
socialists can intelligently engage in a dialogus, only half of which is visible to
the naeked eys.

The second problem has to do with the SWP!'s commission of the ancient dialectical
fallacy of confusing genesis with evolution. It has succumbed to the charges of our
enemies in believing, or pretending to believe, that, beczuse the SWP was instrumental
in initiating this movement, it is therefore similarly respomsible for its
development. I am told that there are areas of the country in which the IBM movement
receives the unqualified backing of the SWP. Within my experience, however, the
party's relation to the youth movement has renged from toleration through rivalry
to sabotege. In addition, the organizational incompetence of many of its self-styled
“"Bolsheviks" and lsaders of the proletariat in our movement is so pathetic as to
cause one to wonder whether they should be allowed to walk the streets unaccompanied.

The party has in general availed itself of one of two courses of action in its
fractional work within the IBM movement. The first is e policy of picking off singly
whatever individuals it can lay hands on, preferably rerouting their activities into
party assignments, but if necessary allowing them to retain part-time commitments to
the youth. During the early months of our movement, the party recruited, under this
policy, & sizable number of our lukewarm youth contacts who to this day have difficulty
in distinguishing between Trotskyism end e hole in the ground. Because there was a
question as to whether this policy was doing more damege to the SWP than to the youth,
it has recently turned to the second course. This policy is one of instructing such
activists as it has allowed to remain in the youth movement to push the party line
there for all it may be worthe. It is expected that this policy will step by step
move the youth movement en masse to the truth, there at last to find its home in the
Una Sancta Ecclesia.

It is to this policy that I address myself in what follows. While party policy
seems to be unified in this respect, the two areas of the periphery from which my
information is drewn are those of the youth movement and the New York united ticket.
It is especially in these two areas where a curious parallelism of party policy can
be noted.

When feced with this line, as YSF readers have been unremittingly, one is first
caused to wonder why a party of such theoretical poverty and gallopinr senescence
makes bold to teach, rather than to learn. In YSF #3, for exemples virtually every
article is unstinting in the praise whish the authors generously heap upon themselves
as representatives of the true proletarian vanguard. Now, what is this policy of
%revolutionary socialism" over which they are all so rapturous?

As expressed by one of its more moderate spokesmen, James P. Cannon, it is the
regroupment of "the scattered socialist forces...together in one common party
organization." But what was only implicit in Cannon's remarks, the notion that this
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old ALP rank and file have shown themselves far advanced over their self-styled
leaders in their disinclinetion to get involved in a repetition of the ALP. Comrade
Stryker and I have had comments from literally dozens of these people endorsing our
policies in attempting to preserve this as a truly united and democcratic perty.

The irony of these tactics is that, far from sppeasing these people, they even
tend to exclude them. Former top ALP leaders have stayed out of this ticket because
of its close identification with those who did the hatchet job for the CP on the old
ALP. In addition, many independents, such as Dr. Otto Nathen and Conrad Lynn, have
steered clear because of the Stalinoid atmosphere. This is not to mention the many
left-wing social democrats, third campers, pacifists and other independent socialists
who are being frozen out by the SWP's conciliationist policies. Above all, however,
the lack of a clear position on civil libertiss, the Soviet Union, etc., renders it
extremely difficult to appeal to innocents becoming irt erested in socialism for the
first time. This absolutely fundamentel task of the movement is being short-changed
in favor of pacifying a pitifully few Stalincids. The ticket has been subjected to
attacks by both capitalist and socislist press for its silence on these crucial
issues=~-for example, Hungary--~, and has not had a word to say in its defense.

The SWP conceives its amcurs with the ccrpse of the CP to be still in the
negotiation stage. It therefore refuses to let the "bloc" beccme a democratic
orgen, despite the demands of the rank and file. Consequently, when an independent
majority could be got for decent actions, the SWP demurs for fear of driving out the
Stalinoid minority. It systematically ignores the facts of recent political life:
(1) that the CP can ro longer control iis periphery, as demonstrated in the Flynn-
Cowley ceampaign and at the June conference, (2} that there is no real danger of a
split anyway, since the minority sweilcwed a much more bitter pill at that conference,
& repudiation by the vast majority, and still ceme back, (3) that there is not enough
left to raid, and (4) that it is largely itself and the YSA which constitutes the
backbone of the actual campaign work.

Because the SWP and the Stalinoids consider this party to be fundementally a
bloc between themselves rather than the establishment of & truly independent socialist
party, they have restricted the policy machinery to themselves. Platform,
candidacies, finances, etc., have all been decided by negotiation between the SWP
and ALP tops, usually without the matter ever being submitted to the State Committee.
Just this week, for example, the SWP united with the ALP to beat down a proposal to
that committee by Comrade Stryker and myself theat major policy statements and
decisions be apprcved by it.

Now, this conciliationist line is being carried over fundamentally intact to the
youth mowement. All criticism of the line in the youth is countered by magisterial
pronounceaments that the ticket is of too great importance to be carping about. Here,
tooy a truly demooratic structure hes yet to be erected in plece of the "bloc."

Here, too, the conceit is harbored +that a new movement can be built by reshuffling
the remains of the SUP and CP-~although in this case, thsy are the second-generation
brats thereof in whom hope for the future of socialism is lodgede Here, too, a
Stalinoid minority (but no other kind) can blackmail the majority. Here, too, the
SWP majorityites line is negotiation with the corpse of the CP., That this line is
being exported to the youth movement is evident from the policies which the SWP
majorityites have been pushing for the forthcoming conference. Just as in the I-SP,
while they do not particularly desire to exclude third ceamp and independent socialists:
they are nevertheless ready to sacrifice them if that be required in order to get
into bed with the LYLers. This is made clear above all by Comrade Lambrecht's line
on the defense of the Soviet Union: an insistence that this one aspect of the total
SWP position be singled out as a minimal cdndition of participetion in the new
national movement.
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To exclude independeant socialists from such a movement, to make the IBM
movement an SWP tail, to follow the SWP in its disastrous course of organizational
unity with the remains of the CP--this way lies madness end & repetition of the
tragedies which have already reduced the movement to impotence. In a youth movement
left free to criticize, in one dedicated wholelieartedly to the fight for socialism
everywhere, in one uncompromised by suicidal lisisons with the discredited Fosterite
hangers~on, in one orisnted not towards negotiation but towards recruitment--here is
the future of the socialist youth movement.

I have not meant to impugn, in what wes said above, the sincerity and good will
of the many individual SWP members who have supported the youth movement and the
cause of independent socialism to the full sxtent of their abilities. Indeed, it
is only the fact that so very many of tham have forthrightly expressed themselves
as opposed to the present policies of their leaders that gives me any hope for this
alliance.

As SWP members, our SWP youth comrades are concerned with their party's fortunes.

It so happens that the fortunes of the party at the present are tied, through the
actions of its leaders, to the prospect of leading the Fosterite hangers-on into

the paths of righteousness, i.e. of capturing them for the party. That is their
business, and it may even be a legitimate project for them. But they can hardly
expect others to share their pedagogical ambitions. What is illegitimate is the
attempt to make the youth movement an offspring of this marriage of convenience.
Independent socialists will fight thet policy to its death.

New York City
6 August 1958
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IBM AWD THE UNITED SOCIALIST TICKET
Yy Bert Deck
Sept. 6, 1958

TEX NECROPHILIACS, by Richard DeHaan, is a rejection of the current
process of socialist regroupment. He describes it as a "marriage of con-
venience" betwesen the SWP and the "stalinoide", which in effect freezes
out "independent socialists." He asserts that this policy has been forced

on the youth movement and this has brought the youth movement to the brink
of disaster,

To understand properly the process of socialist regroupment now teking
place among adult radicals is, I believe, of decisive importance for the
formulation of a correct policy for the youth movement, We have all agreed
that we are in favor of the organizational independence of the youth move-
ment vis a vis the adult organizations., But that concept should not be
translated into the mistaken idea that a socialist youth movement can grow
in isolation from and unrelated to the developments in the adull arena.

It merely means that we must independently relate ourselves to the general
process of socialist development; but definitely relate ourselves we must,
As long as the American radical movement remains in the state of primitive
disorganization, lacking significant influence on the political scene, the
possibilities for the growth of & socialist youth movement will remain
painfully circumscribed, Therefore it behooves us to6 aid by whatever means
available to us this promising new revival and regroupment "of the scattered
socialist forces," As the adult movement becomes more attractive on the
political scene, our movement will gain in its attractiveness to youth,

Tc regroup in & new movement those preﬁiously associated with mutually
hostile organizations and independents who previously found it impossible
to function for any period in any of the groups or tendencies is an ex-

‘tremely difficult urdertaking., Apart from the very real political differences

which oxist there remains the dead weight obstacle of ancient suspicions and
prejudices, Added to these problems are the attacks from the sectarian
groups . who justifiably fear the emergence of 2 new movement,

. - Former ALP'ers are being attacked for cgpitulating to "anti-Soviet
Trotskyism," SWP'ers are being attacked for capitulating to "Stalinism"
and independents are being attacked for capitulating to both,

All of these factors combine to exsrt the greatest pressure on and
promote the maximum tension between the individuals now engaged in the
momentous task of forging a new movement,

» » »

Comrade DeHaan seems t0 imply that every effort to seek the maximum
unity among the various forces involved in the NY State Ticket constitutes .
conciliation to what he terms "a stalinoid minority," Apart from the fact
that he hurls this epithet at what in reality is the majority opinion
involved in this united electoral activity, he does not answer the really
important question: should we endanger the unity of the bloc which has
been assembled by making it a principle that an SWP candidate appears on the
ballot? -
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While it certainly is not necessary for us to formulate an attitude
toward every incidental inner development in the United Independent~Soc-
ialist Ticket, we should not have our official policy of support vitiated
by misconceptions about the ticket,

For example I think it would be unfortumate if anyone accepted the charge
that the ticket is an undemocratic bloe. This "bloc" is probably unprece-
dented for an American socialist movement in its broadness and non-
exclusiveness, Rather than charge the ticket with excluding unnamed left-
socizal democrats, third campers etc,, it would be more fitting to criticize
the latter for rejecting the numerous invitations by the ticket for them
to participate in this new venture on all levels of policy making and action.

In this regard the problem facing the United Ticket is comparable to
the one facing our IEM movement. Once having decided that an IBM movement
or a United Ticket is a necessary step to further socialism in America; once
having issued “calls" to all to participate in this necessary task; nothing
remains but to go ahead with the projected jobs with all those who are now
ready to undertake them, It is fruitless and even destructive to at length
mope over the initial absence 0f this or that individual or group. It is
necessary always to begin with what we have, with the conviction that the
correctness of our policy will attract in the long run all who are capable
of making a real contribution to the revival of American socialism. The
absence of this or that tendency, rather than being a comment on the in-
adequacy of the ticket or the IBM movement, is in reality more a comment on
the viability of these tendencies themselves,

anything less than a firm determination to move with what we have already
assembled, means to slip back into a non-productive complaint about the
reality, ' ‘

Comrade DeHaan remains a supporter of the United Independent-Socialist
Ticket and that is all to the good., But misrepresentations of the real
processes at work in the United Ticket can not serve the cause which he
supports, For anyone forced to use THE NECRCPHILIACS as the only source of
information about the ticket the impression would be to misconstrue the
ticket as being composed of invidious demcgogues hell bent on destroying
democracy and finding their main pleasure in selling out principles, The
reality is that the leaders of the ticket have responsibly avoided the pit-
falls of premature struggles over secondary issues, and have left for open
discussion and later resolution all important political questions where a
ninimum of agreement cannot presently be reached, I thirk they have shown
a fine example of how not to let personal impatience get in the way of a
significant step forward for the whole movement,

It would seem that Comrade DeHazan feels that a policy which seeks to
build movements which specifically include the former members of the American
Labor Party, or Communist Party, or LYL, etc.,, constitutes conciliation to
"Stalinoids." For the youth movement he ¢olorfully refers to it as getting
into bed with LYL'ers, I for one believe that some very fine human material
was assembled in the CP, ALP, LYL etc., and it is only political wisdom to
seek the fullest cooperation with all those ready to act now on necessary
projects; 3By assembling the largest number possible of radicals in the IBM
movement we can oaly increase our effectiveness in the recruitment of people
new to socialism, Not only are the larger numbers more attractive but the
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multitude of opinions in the socialist movement which previously confused a
new person can now serve to convince him that the movement is democratic and
vigorous, But whatever one thinks of this policy, I cannot understand why
Comrade DeHaan must discuss it as a diabolic plot of the "SWP tops." Wasan't

this the fully discussed and. agreed upon policy decided by the youth them--
selves?

Wasn't this the basis for Gomrada DeHaan's answer to the appeal -appearing
in Political affairs from "12 unaffiliated youth?!" Wasn't this agreed upon
policy the basis for our endorsement of Comrade DeHasan's participation in the
leading body of the United Independent-Socialist Ticket, whose composition
was no secret? My point is that the policy can be discussed pro and con on its
merits as it affects our movement, But certainly there is no profit dlscu531ng
it in terms of the alleged machinations of other organizations, Comrade
DeHaan, I hope, would not contend that some policy toward the LYL is secretly
being foisted on the IBM movement from outside, Suffice it to say that the
policy has been and will continue to be fully discussed in our movement and
all views have been and will continue to be heard,

Comrade DeHaan sums up his vroposed policy in the peculiar phrase: a
movement "oriented not towards negotiation but towards recruitment."

I assume that by "negotiation" he refers to our various proposals

(all of which he supported) to the YSL, Libertarians, YPSL, former LYL'ers,

for common action or fusion. I think that by and large these steps were
"~ correct; but in any case they did not conflict with our street meetings,
distributions at campuses, etc., all designed to bring us into contact with
youth not previously associated with any political tendency. So it is not
clear just what is new in his proposal, just what specific changes he wishes
to make in our policy, He obviously would prefer that others than those now
present would engage in the building of an independent youth movement or a
united socialist ticket, but he does not seem to be able to propose a way of
getting them to do it,

Meanwhile the job will be done by those prepared to do it, We will
reserve our main criticism for those not prepared to do it, We will build
a movement for others to join later on,
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The undemocratic procedures of the committee which prompt this action would
require pages to catalogue and volumes to analyze. The character of the party's
internal life was perhaps best illustrated in the recent decision to entrust mejor
policy determination to two or three self-appointed negotiators, and to refuse to
require that such matters be approved by this committees nominally the party's
governing body. An equally clear example is that of the party platform which has
just been finally adopted-—and which is the immediate cause of the present actione.
At no time from its initial drafting several months ago, through the June conference,
down to its adoption last week, was this platform ever subjected, or allowed to be
subjected, to amendment by anyone other then its original authorse In solidarity
with a pitifully few comrades, I have fought week after week in this cammittee
egainst these practices and for basic socialist principles. We have bsen as
regularly rebuffed, and I see no reason to prolong the mutual exasperation.

It has been regularly stated that the committee's policies are necessarily
democratic, since they result from negotiation on the basis of minimal agreement.
The concept of minimal agreement as practised by this committee is in fact a patently
undemocratic ruse. It is so, in the first place, because the concept cannot apply
to an action such as an election campaign which involves a necessary minimum of
policy. Unlike such groups as the American Forum and the YSA, which cen take action
only on those issues on which there is agreement, an electoral party is obliged to
act whether there is egreement or not--and in the case of the I-SP, there has most
oftten not beene.

Secondly, "minimal agreement®™ as prectised by this committee is & ruse because
it functions as a closed corporation. The committee conceives the I-SP as primarily
a bloo of two constituents, vize the SWP and the former ALF. The reality of the
situation is very nearly the conmtrary. The political exigencies of this generally-
held conception of the I-SP have driven the SWP to disastrous campromise of socialist
principles. Seldom in recent years has the SWP enjoyed such a high degree of
consensus as it does now in opposition to the policies of its present leadership.
Having sold out his own membership, Comrade Weiss then proceeded to bargain eway the
rights of independent socialists. "Minimal agreement" has without exception meant
the agreement of Comrades Weiss and Goldin. It is generally edmitted that, while
one ideological grouping has contributed something like 9% of the support to this
campaign, it ocoupies fewer than 10% of the seats in this committee, and exercises
far less than 10% of the influence. Meanwhile the ALP group exercises a good 90%
of the policy power on the basis of its 10% participation. We thus have a situation
in which the "minimal agreement®™ of the two committee members who probably represent
between them the smallest number of adherents binds the whole party.

The Young Socialist Alliance, which is one of the major constituents of this
campaign, recently memorielized this committee on the issue of cendidacies. This
resolution, endorsed unanimously by the YSA and the Young Socialist Editorial Board,
barely received & polite reading from the committee. Where do independent socialists
get into this "minimal agreement®™? What good is a "minimal agreement" which excludes
the only viable sections of the party? Why cannot democracy and majority rule
replace negotiation and bloe pOll’blOS, and the self-appointed negotiators be reduced
to their proper rBle of a single vote? Our "minimal agreement®™ was expressed on this
and many other issues; why was it ignored by e committee which avowedly has as its
sole basis of policy the concept of “minimal agreement™?

Finally, en independent socialist cannot give his full support to a party which
lacks an independent politicel character, and specifically one which does not take
a clear stand on democracy everywheres. The SWP, which originally called for such a
stands has now collapsed, 1eaving the field to the discredited disciples of
international “"know-nothingisme" The platform and ideological character cf the I-SP
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do not differ materially from those of the CP and ALP in years paste. The platfomm
carries not the least word suggesting auything but elation over the barbarous
Stalinist policies of past and presente It cannot go oven as far as the stand
teken by the Daily Worker and the Nationsl Guardien on the Hungerien Revolution
and its aftermathl :

Socialists, who cherish democracys are being asked to support a perty which
fosters democracy neither internally nor as policy. I have no choice but to
withdrew from active participation in the I-SP, to vote for its candidetes solely
as a protest vote, and to advise other independent soclialists to do likewise.

III

SUMMARY OF REMARKS BY RICHARD DeHAAN ON EDITORIAL BOARD ACTION OF 2 SEPTEMBER

The proper attitude of the Editorial Board towards my resignation from the
I-SP Campaign Committee should have been sither to take no action at all, or to have
utilized the resignation to strengthen its r8le in the I-SP. This latter approach
has been the one chosen by meny sympathetic comrades in and around the I-SP: to
take me at my word when I say that independent and democratic forces can have more
influence out of the leadership than in it. My own movement, on the contrary,
decides that it must go out of its way to repudiate the least breath of opposition
to this unholy allience. At the very least, the Board should have qualified its
stand by reference to the admitted truth of my charges and by an expression of
regret that its wishes have been ignored by the I-SP. Instead, it issues a blanket
repudiation based on ar smbiguous dooument "reserving the right of oriticism.”
It is, indeed, being rescrvedy it should be exercised. The Board substituted its
tactical judgment for mine, end refused to take seriously my judgment--based on
six month's work with the committee~=that it could have no voice so long as it
remains a part of the suicidal Weiss~Goldin bloce. It ignored the fact that one of
my mejor reasons for walking out was the repudiation by the committee of a poliocy
(dealing with candidacies) which the Board itself voted unanimously and expccted me
to implement. As such, the Board's action surreptitiously reverses that unanimous
declaration-=a stand which certain comrades have never been overjoyed about anyway,
despite their having voted for ite From its own point of view, then, the Board
has not the slightest reason to repudiate my action and every reason to exploit
the healthy differences which were its cause. This being sos I can only conclude
once again that this combination of tactical suicide and principled miasme does not
arise out of our movement and its needs, bug rather has about it the unmistakable
odor of party line.

v

As an exemple of the type of policy for which I have been fighting in the I-SP,
I reproduce here a memorandum sent by me to the Platform Committee on 19 August.

As stated above, these suggestions were campletely ignored in the platfomm.

It seems desireble at this time to sum up discussion which has been procesding
in our movement for the past several months concerning our program on civil liberties
and democracy throughout the worlde Reference should first be made to the excellent
statements on civil liberties in the Soviet blce made by our senatorial candidate
and others associated with the I-5P. They arc these statements, together with the
promptness and persistency with which these questions are being raised by others,
which indicate the necessity of our taking a clear stand on them in our platform.
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As long ago as early April, I suggested in a letter--written in response to
solicitation by the then=Orgenizing Committee-=certain planks designed. ‘both for
the Conference Call and for the platform. The necessity of such planks was
reaffirmed at the Conference by numerous suggestions to the FPlatform Committee from
those attending, both in the Committee's hearings and in the floor discussion of the
draft platform.

The formulation which I have suggested on these issues is as follows:

"™io support the struggles of the working people of all races and nations against
their oppressors. We stand in unalterable opposition to imperialist policies onm the
part of any netion on earth and uphold the right of all people to self-determination.

"We reject the notion that socialism cen be imposed against the will of the
people. We assert that there is a necessary and intimate relation between socialism
and demoocracy. Real freedom can come only with socialism; but socialism can never
come without real freedom. Socialism does not transcend or outmode the liberal
freedoms; on the contrary, it reglizes and completes them. It is therefore necessary
to insist on the unquaiified defense of these rights at 211 times and in all places."

The thought expressed in the last two senteonces I consider especially necessary
for any American socialist platform. Another adequate formulation of this idea,
somewhat more brief, wes contained in the SWP's Guardian ad of 3 February, viz.s

"Socialism stands for the deepening and extension of democracys...For political
freedom throughout the Soviet bloc.™

Whatever the particular formulation may be, the teking of a strong stand on this
question is absolutely necessary. It is so, in the first place, because the issue
cannot be dodged. Already both socialist and capitalist press have attacked our
lack of any stand on democracy in the Soviet blocs, and we have had literally not a
word to answer in our defense. Far from being an issue extraneous to this campaign,
it is in fact the first quostion raised by the electorate wherever we have encountered
it. Secondly, a stand is reguired in order to make this a truly united party which
can include independent socialists such as myselfe Thirdly, and most important, it
is required in order to wage an effective campaign among the people of this state.

If our task is to carry the message of socialism to the masses of workers, Negroeos
and oppressed, rather than to appeal exclusively to those already connected in some
way with the socialist movement, then it can be done only if we go to them with
clean handse The people will not listerd to an appeal for intensified democracy in
this country from those who do not support democracy elsewhere. We must be able to
prove our fervent adherence to democretic principles by reference to concrete planks
in our platform. If we cannot do so, our whole program is doomed to be discredited
by an electorate which has not yet learned the sophistic lesson of international
"lmow-nothingism." Support of democracy universally is, and must be, the most

baslec of socialist policies.

I take this opportunity to remind you of the many suggestions along these lines
which have been made to you in the past several months, and particularly at the June
Conference. I trust that, as a democratic body, you will not ignore them.

Fraternally,

: /s/ Richar d DeHaan
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On 12 August, I proposed to the YSA membership that a general discussion of
these questions~~specifically, one "of the SWP's r6le in our novement"--be held
immediately. When this proposal was ignored, I suggesied & debate between myself
and Bert Deck on my charge that the SWFP had saboteged the YSA. The history of
this and similar challenges is recounted in the following document. It is especially
significant, I think, that the SWP has never publicly defended its present policies,
and has systematically side-stepped all invitations for it to do so. What it has
done is to invoke discipline on those of its members in the YSA who might otherwise
step out of line in questioning the party's tacticse This is not the behavior of
a party confident of the correctness of its linee

12 September 1958

Mre Tom Kerry
Socialist Workers Party
116 University Place
New York Citys New York

Dear Comradei

It has been called to my attention that you have expressed yourself as being anxious
for an opportunity to answer the "slander™ which I and others have allegedly been
direoting at the SWD.

As long ago as 15 June 1958, I challenged Murry Weiss to debate the SWP's tactics

in the I-SPw=an offer which he declineds I subsequently challenged Bert Deck to
debate this question as part of my general snalysis of the rBle of the SWP in the
YSA. This proposal was defeated by the votes of SWP members on the YSA Executive
Committee. George Stryker has also challenged Murry Weiss to debate this issue, and
has offered him a platform before the Long Island I-SP Committee in exchange for a
chance to address the New York SWP membership. None of these challenges have been
accepted, and I am therefore understandably skeptical about the intention with which
you raise the question now.

Howevers I am still ready to debate any or all of these issues at any time. Now,
as for some months past, it would give me the greatest pleasure to meet you or any
other SWP spokesman in debate on your party®s disgraceful abandomment of principle
in the I-SP, the YSA and elsewhere.

I therefore trust that any wishes you may have in this regard will in the future
be transmitted to me directly.

With fraternal greetings,

/s/ Richard DeHaan

VI

Finally, something should be said of Bert Deck's document, "IBM and the United
Socialist Ticket,"™ which is directed nominally against my ™Necrophiliacs."™ I do
not see that Comrade Deck anywhere meets'my argumentse. There is no mention of the
charges (raised by others in addition to me) of SEP sabotages no mention of SWP
members operating in the youth movement as disciplined agents without the freedom
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to engage openly in our movement's politics, no mention of the charges of
undemocratic procedures in the I=SP. The cherge of cepitulation is mentioned (with
some distortion of fact), but only to be evaded. Bert pictures the SWP's various
regroupment gambits as Frankenstein monsters which, heving once been created, can
no longer be affected by deliberate political intervention. The fact that the
original policy was freely determined in the YSA does not legitimately exclude, as
Bert suggests it should, all future criticism of the SWP or anyone else for its
distortion of the original intention. One of our most important functions as an
independent youth movement is to criticize the edult mcvement when it errs.

Furthermore, it is not the ebsence of independent and democratic socialist
tendencies in the I=~SP which I am lementingi it is the fact that those which are
there are being accorded no voice in the party.

I also find it a source of some emazement to read that Bert considers internal
democracy and the defense of democrecy throughout the world to be "secondary
issues.™

The futility of importing these particular united front tectics into the youth
movement should now be especially evident when, &8s of this writing, the YSA has
just lost its last captive Stalinoid. I doubt that this comrade would ever have

departed had she known the extent to which her presence determined the policy of
the entire IBM movement.

13 September 1968
New York City



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE THE YOUNG SOCIALIST

1))y Second Avenue

New York City 3, New York
GRamercy 5-7920

NEW YORK CITY, June 20 -- The Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation
lagt night cooperated with the ultra-rightist National Review against other
socialists to keep a spokesman for the anti-labor exiremist magazine off a
socialist platform. The Young Socialist, a monthly published at 1L Second
Avenue, Manhattan, had scheduled a debate between its editor, Tim Wohlforth,
and William Rusher, publisher of the National Review, on the subject: "Which
Road for France: Gaullism or Socialism?" Rusher backed out of the debate at
the last minute with the endorsement of the SP-SDF's state chairman and the
editor of the Socialist Call,

Rusher sent a telegram to the meeting at the Great Northern Hotel readings
"I accepted the invitation of the Young Socialist to debate this evening under
the impression that it was an organization approved by the Socialist Party,
with which I violently disagree but whose good faith I have never questioned,
I have now been advised, however, by Samuel Friedman, the state chairman of
the Socialist Party, and Herman Singer, the editor of the Socialist Call, that
the Young Socialist is not approved by the Socialist Party and in Tact has no
greater claim to the name 'socialist! than the Communist Party or the National
Socialists of Germany. Accordingly, rather than participate in a debate that
cannot be depended upon to meet the ordinary tests of intellectual ecandor,
I regretfully decline to debate at all, William Rusher."

Mr. Friedman verified by telephone that Mr., Rusher had quoted him
correctly, and that he believed the Young Socialist misused the term in the
same way as have the Communists and Nazis,

The debate was noetheless held, with a chair on the platform left open
for any who cared to defend the Gaullist point of view,

The meeting's chairman, Richard DeHaan, member of the Young Socialist
Editorial Board and chairman of the Young Socialist Alliance, read a statement
including the following: "On Mzy 28, more than three weeks ago, James Roberte
son, Business Manager of the Yo Socialist, and myself, met with Mr. Rusher
in his office, subsequent to a telephamed proposal from us for this debate,
Virtually the first question Rusher asked of us - before he was willing to
discuss anything connected with the proposed debate - had to do with the
political character of the Youn%iSocialist and the Young Socialist Alliance.
We replied with a brief description, stating specifically that neither the
paper nor the organization had any connection with any political party or adult
group. Rusher asked specifically whether we had any connection with the
Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation, I specifically replied that we
did not. Indeed, so emphatic was my reply, that Rusher felt obliged to comment
on it, When I spoke to Rusher on the phone a little while ago, he could not
manage to recall this incident,." '

Prof, Saul K. Padover, schedulel moderator of the debate, also absented
himself after consultation with Mr. Rusher.

Preceeding Mr. Wohlfortht!s lecture, George Stryker, a recently-resigned
leader of the SP-SDF, addressed the audience of approximately 150 on what he
termed the corruption and lack of democracy in the party, and itsties with
the Gaullist elements of the French Socialist Party.

=30e=



Mr. Norman Thomas THE YOUNG SOCIALIST
c¢/o Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation 1)y Second Avenue

303 Fourth Avenue New York City, 3, New York
New York City, New York GRamercy 5-7920

23 June 1958
Dear Comrade Thomas:

This is an official protest to your party concerning certain actions of two of its
leaders. We request an official reply and explanation of these actions,

The Young Socialist is the only nationwide socialist ycuth newspaper and the
expression of some fifteen socialist clubs throughout this country and Canada
which are independent of any adult group and admit all socialists (including SP-
SDF members) to their ranks without qualification, The Young Socialist recently
organized a debate between its editor, Tim Wohlforth, and William Rusher, publish-
er of the ultra-rightist National Review, on the subject: "What Road Out for
France: Gaullism or Socialism?" The enclosed leaflet will explain the details
of this meeting,.

At the last minute, we received a telegram from Rusher reading as follows: "I
accepted the invitation of the Young Socialist to debate this evening under the
impression that it was an organization approved by the Socialist Party, with
which I violently disagree, but whose good faith I have never questioned. I have
now been advised, however, by Samuel Friedman, the state chairman of the Social-
ist Party, and Herman Singer, the editor of the Socialist Call, that the Young
Socialist is not approved by the Socialist Party and in fact has no greater claim
to the name 'socialist'! than the Communist Party or the National Socialists of
Germany., Accordingly. rather than participate in a debate that cannot be de-
pended upon to meet the ordinary tests of intellectual candor, I regretfully
decline to debate at all, William Rusher,"

Friedman verified to a reporter by telephone that Rusher had quoted him correct-
ly, and that he believed the Young Socialist misused the term in the same way as

have the Commnists and Nazis, He further stated that the Young Socialist is"a

grotslqrite front," and that such groups can legitimately be compared to
ascists,

Our first objection is that Friedman's statements were made in complete ignor-
ance of the facts, There is the obvious smear of "Trotskyite front," for which
neither he nor eryone else can provide a shred of evidence. Furthermore,
Friedman and Singer apparently did not take the trouble to check the correctness
of Rusher's statements, The meeting chairman, Richard DeHaan, who is a member
of the Young Socialist Editorial Board and Chairman of the Young Socialist
Alliance, read a statement from the platform including the following:

"On May 28, more than three weeks ago, James Robertson, Business Manager of the
Young Socialist, and I, met with Mr. Rusher in his office, subsequent to a
Telephoned proposal from us for this debate. Virtually the first question Rusher
asked of us--before he was willing to discuss anyting connected with the debate--
had to do with the political character of the Young Socialist and the Young
Socialist Alliance. We replied with a brief description, stating specifically
that neither the paper nor the organization had any connection with any political
party or acult socialist group., Rusher asked specifically whether we had any
connection with the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation., I specific-
ally replied that we did not, Indeed, so emphatic was my reply, that Rusher
felt obliged to comment on it., When I spoke to him on the phone a little while
ago, he could not manage to recsll this incident."
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Second, and most important, we protest the absolute disintegration of socialist
morality from which these actions stem, We have been subjected to similar
McCarthyite attack from SP-SDF leaders in the past, and have come to expect it,
We would never expect, however, ggx socialist to unite with virtual fascists

in protecting the latter against debating on a socialist platform. Friedman and
Singer's actions in cooperating with Rusher to "finger" fellow socialists is the
very nadir of socialist morality. The justification which Friedman gives seems
t0 be a revival of the justly-discredited Communist theory of "social fascism,"
whereby everyone vho disagrees with one is promptly labelled an objective ally
of fascism, And, also precisely like the Communists, it does not bother Friedman
and Singer one whit to unite with the class enemy in fingering their fellow
socialists, '

Finally, the whole incident takes on added relevance in the light of the subject
of the debate itself, Just as deGaulle turns to his Mollet and Lacoste for
advice and aid in combatting socialism, so the American Gaullists turn to their
Mollet and Lacosts for the same purposes.

Friedman and Singer's actions would seem to indicate that they are no lmnger fit
to bear the name "socialist," and, in view of their desire to frustrate the
fundamental democratic principles of the free exchange of ideas and confrontation
of opinion, one is compelled in addition to wonder even about their liberalism,

We ask an explanation of these actions because we can hardly believe that the
great traditions of your party have degenerated to this level,

Fraternally,
Tim Wohlforth, Managing Editor
For the Editorial Board.

Dear Mr. Wohlforth:
If you want an official reply ahd explanation of the actions of Messrs, Friedman
and Singer, you must address your request to the proper authorities, not to
myself., I am not even a member of the executive committee and if I were I
would not be a pope or try to emulate Lenin or Trotsky or any other communist
in control of the Party.

Sincerely yours,

Norman Thomas
Dear Tim Wohlforth:
Acknowledgement is made of the receipt of your letter of June 29, 1958.
Thank you for communicating with us.

Irwin Suall

National Secretary, Socialist
Party-Social Demoaatic Federation

.
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August 3, 1958

Fational Chairnan, Young Peoples! Socialist League
303 rourth Avenue
Tew York City

Tational Chairman, Young Socialist Lesgue
114 W. 14th Street
New York City

Dear Conrades:?

This is an official letter to both the YPSL and YSL and we request that
the national bodies of both orzanisations take up the points in ‘this letter
end send us an official reply.

In view of the pending Gissolution of the ¥SL to be followed by the in-
dividual Joining of the YPSL by ncst of the YSL menbers, we wish to clarify
certain points as to the relation of the "nerged' orgenization with the rest
of the socialist youth movenent in this country.

The I0UMG SOCI&LIST, America's only nationwide socialist youth newspaper,
i1ts supporters, and some 15 youth clubs throughout the country to which it
glves expression, have from their very birth sought tc unify all socialist
youth into & common organization. We stand at this nonent, as we have fron
our very inception, for the unity of the Young Socialist League, Young
Pecples Sccialist League, the supporters of the Young Socielist, independents
and forner nmembers of the Labor Youth League into one organization.

We stand ready at this tine to enter into inuediate negotiations with
the YSL and IPSL as e move toward this end. We specifically ask the YSL and
YPSL to enter into negotiations with us pricr to taking any final steps on
their own nerger. We, on our part, desire such negotiations in order to
clarify the situation in the youth field prior to the holding of our National
Conference in Decenber.

Shoulc. it be impossible at this tine to bring about the orgeanic unity of
all socielist youth, it still nay be possible for the different youth org~
anlzations, publications and local youth groups to work together on those
issues where there is agreenent. We favor o unitew front of all socialist
and working-class youth, including young meanbers of the Cormiunist Party es
well as any other party, in order to advance the struggle for peace, for in-
tegration, for civil liberties and for sociclism in our own country. We seek
a fornal statement fron the YSL ani the YPSL as to their willingness to so
cooperate with other young socialists and workers.

The desire of the YPSL, whick is affiliated with the Socialist Party-
Social Democratic Federation, or the ISL which supiorts politically the
SP-SDF, for united action is put sonewhat in doubt by the actions of the
SP-SDF recently. ageinst the YOUNG SOCI&L1ST. The SP-SDF leaders have char-
acterized the YS as havirz ™no greater clein to the nanme 'socialist' than the
Communist Party or the Mational Socielists of Gernany." Since there is the
clear implication that we are in effect "fascists" and since mocialists are
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opposed. to united fronts with fescists, 1t seeus clear that the SP-SD¥F for
one is opposed to united action with us. It is hoped that young people syn~
pathetic or affiliated with this organization co not holu & siailar view.

We therefore seek & formal statenent &s to the views of the YSL and YPSL on
this question.

One of the issues nmost frequently discussed anong socialists these days
is electorsl action. There is a growing awareness anong radicals of all
shades of opinion of the need for united electural zctivity in opposition to
the two najor capitalist parties. The YOUI'G SUCI.LLIST strungly favors such
electoral action and its supporting ciub in Wew York City, the Young Socialist
alliance, is one of the nmain supporters of the United Sueizlist Ticket
novenent in Yew York Stete.

We note with sacness that at its last convention the SP-SDF cane out
ageinst united electoral action with those who it considers to be ”%rotskyists
or Communists" and opened the door for support of the capitalist parties by
nenbers and locals of the SP-SDF. We hope that the YPSL does not agree with
this position and therefore seek clarification on this point from the YPSL.

The YSL held & referemcun ct tie time of the 1956 electiuns in which it
voted in favor of swpport tuv all sceciclist perties running in the election by
a large najority. ©Since, to our knowledige, no national conventicn has since
overrulel this membership decision, we therefore assune the ¥SL still holds
this view. If such is the case, we hope thet the YSL will enter into Cis-
cussions with us &t the earliest possible nonent on ways and .eans of
furthering united electorel action to oppose the two capitalist perties.

We hope to hear from you on the above questiuns as soon as jossible. We
pronise to consider with utnust carefulness and sericusness your answers to
these questions. The ypossibility of a united socialist youth movenent
hangs in the balance.

¥reternally,

Tirz Wohlforth, for the editorial board
of the YOUNG SOCIaLiST



August 22, 1958
Tim Wohlforth, Editorial Board
Young Socialist
1Yy 2nd Ave,, New York 3

Dear Comrade Wohlforth:

We have received your letter with regard to your prorosal of discussions
between the supporters of the Young Socialist, the Young Socialist league, and
the Young People's Socialist Ieague. The YPSL and YSL are answering this letter
Jjointly in view of our common position on the question and our impending merger
into a single organization.

We must first state that we regard your procedures as unusual, since you
are, of course, quite aware of our attitude on the subject, The ¥SL policy was
determined by the YSL Convention of 1957 in which you were a participant. The
suggestion you now make is a repetition of the one which was overwhelmingly re-
jected by the YSL membership after a prolonged, democratic discussion. For these
reasons, it appears to us that your letter, at least as far as you are personally
concerned, is in the nature of a propagandistic maneuver rather than a serious
proposal, However, we will re-state one of our main considerations on this
subject since we are quite sure that others among you, who had not previously
been in the YSL are sincere in their desire to direct such a letter to us,

For the general statement of the YSL position, we are enclosing a copy of
the YSL 1957 convention resolution on socialist regroupment. The YPSL, in its
1957 Convention, adopted a resolution on socialist unification, a copy of which
is enclosed. We trust that you will circulate these among your members and
friends who wish to know our full policy, Needless to say, we stand by these
documents, and currently look forward to our imminent merger.

On one point, however, we would like to restate our attitude in this
letter., It concerns your conception of an "independent" youth organization, In
recent times we have become more convinced than ever of the rightness of linking
the perspectives for youth unity with those for adult regroupment. Thus, we are
preparing to hold a convention for the purpose of forming the largest organization
of democratic socialist youth seen in this country for a decade, one which will
be affiliated to the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation,

First of all, we believe that our relation with adult regroupment is crucial
to the fate of the socialist movement as a whole. We see the SP-SDF as the focus
for a revival of American socialism in general, we feel that it can reach oub
to trade unionists, Negro militants, intellectuals and youth, and unite them in
a single party of democratic socialism, We have been more and more convinced
during the past year that the response to this development among unaffiliated
socialists and among those now coming to socialism for the first time will
mean a major breakthrough for the movement,

Consequently, we are going to build a youth organization which will be a
loyal, affiliated section of the SP-SDF.

" Secondly, we believe that there are political and practical problems which
mgke youth "independence" unw rkable, Politically, we're committed to an organi-
gation which is broad within the context, of dedication to the principles of
democratic socialism, We feel that your venture has demonstrated the non-
viability of a group which attempts to temporize with basic political questions,
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As we have watched your development, we have noted that various concessions, de-
signed to smooth over fundamental antagonisms, have not been satisfactory to
anyone - not to those who make the concessions, not to those for whom they are
made.

On practical grounds, too, we reject the notion of youth independence, We
know full well how difficult it is to maintain a youth organization., The YSL
has said before and repeats now, that the YSL!'swery existence has been made
possible only because of the fraternal aid of the ISL; the YPSL is, of course,
affiliated to the SP-SDF. We believe that your experience demonstrates that an
attempt at youth "independence" means actual domination of the group by an
adult tendency, or else continuous and paralyzing internal squabbles,

Our common perspective, we feel, is now being vindicated., We will soon go
forward as an integral part of a nationwide growth of democratic sociaiism under
the banner of the SP-SDF. So far, every indication which you have given is in
opposition to these basic notions, For this reason, we see no possibility of
fruitful discussions at this time.

In closing, let us say that if your group is sincerely and honestly con-
cerned with the problems raised in the letter, then you must take blame for
frustrating their wishes. You, certainiy, were aware of our attitude when you
drafted the communication., We therefore must say that we feel that these old-
fashioned maneuvers hardly serve the cause of socialist unity - and that they are
an affront to those of your members who were not as well informed as you. If
we are to remain in separate organizstion, and that certainly appears to be
the case, the cooperation which you profess to seek will not be furthered by
such tactics.,

Fraternally,

/s/ Eldon Clingan
National Secretary
Young People'!s Socialist league

/s/ Michael Harrington
National Chairman,
Young Socialist League



REPORT TO IH: EDITORIAL BOARD OF ZTHE YOUNG SOGLALIST

ON THE LABOR DAY YSL AVD YSL-YPSL COVVENTIONS
by Tim Wohliorth

The following is & report based on attending the most important sessions of
the recent ISL convention held on Friday, Aug. 29, and the joint YSL-YPSL conven-
tion held on Saturday the 30 and Sunday the 31. The YSL-YPSL represents our only
najor competitor on the college campus for new youth. The Staelinists have as yet
made no bid for these youth, conducting whatever youth activity they have on an
underground basis. The Stalinists still are & threat to us in relation to the
ex-LiLers, but they do not as yet represent a significant counter-pull to the new
young people who are now becoming radical.

1% is therefore extremely inportant for all the comrades to read thie report
cerefully. We must follow the developments in this field very closely as we will
be meeting these people again and egain in the next period. In & way the
political strength of the Young Socialist tendency will be tested in its ebility
to win ncre youth to it than the social-denvcratic youth can.

This report is not a chronological one and therefore events that occurred on
different dcys or at different conventlons nmey be lumped together under general
subject natters.,

I. ZTke Strength of the YSIL-YPSL:

The YSL convention was attended by delegates representing the following
areas: Seettle, Berkeley, Denver (by proxy), Chicago, Pittsburgh, New York City,
Yew Haven, Buffelo, and Philly. Membership of spproximately 100 was represented
though they claim a total nembership of 140-50. They repourt greatest strength
in WIC, Berkeley, Chicago, Sesttle. Followingz the loss of the left wing of the
YSL the organization reportedly stegneted for two-three nionths. Then growth
began due to extensive tours throughout the country. They report a weakness in
publications. However, one pemphlet, "Whet is the YSL," was reprinted 3 times.

Berkeley: This area reports 18 nenbers, 2/3 of which are on campus. They
are prinarily graduate students. They credit their growth to sending in sone
g004 people who then rooted themselves in the campus. They are now thinking of
getting an office. They sold 200 of the last issue of anvil. They report need
for tours and & newspaper.

Buffalo: Menbers are not on campus end have not doﬁe rnuch. This fall two
will be on campus and they are planning some sort of cempus club. They plan a
debate between Harringtonm and Aptheker. Averege attendance at meetings is 14-18.

Chicazo: Until this summer they didn't recruit nuch. Recruited five new
nenbers over summer period. They are planning a IPSL chapter and e Politics
Club at UC this fall. The united IPSI-YSL will have 25 nenbers here to begin with.

Los Apzeles: Unit has no contacts, norale, formal organization. Cen't
collect cues. Two semi-active nenbers. YPSL reported in just as bad shape.
Arlon Tussing (Seattle) reported that the presence of the Conference of Young
Socialists which has operated in a flexible way has nade things very difficult
for the YSL in the area.
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Yew York: Claim about 50 meimbers right now in YPSL and YSL. However they
clain that counting those guarcnteed to join the nerged orgenization they will
start with 60-65 menbers. They will have clubs this fall at Colunbia, Brooklyn,
and CCUY, with possibilities at YU, Queens, and three high schools. Average
neeting attendsnce 1s 34-40 and seven new .nenbers were recruited over the sunner.
They clein they felt YSA competition at the beginning but do not feel it now.

Denver, Albuguerque: Have four new young members in Denver and expect to
have & club at Denver U. 4t albuguerque nenbers are cctive in a canpus U con-
nittee anl have 12-15 nembers of o sociclist Jiscussion club.

Pittsburgh: Report no other socialist tendencies to compete with. The
campus is opening up.

Philadelphin: Have eight nembers -~ nost of them recently recruited. Will
have two IPSL's at $emple, and a Dissent forun at Penn. Report contact with
Stalinists.

Seattle: DReport intense activity at the U. of Washington. Average atten-
dence is 50 at cempus club meetings though some neetings are upwards of 250.
Plan to set up a student liberal perty like SLaIE in the fall. However a number
of nenbers are leaving area so they will be down to fdve nenbers this fzll, three
of whon ere active.

New Haven: Have seven nenbers, four of whom are leaving the area. Have
run a George Orwell forun a2t Yale successfully.

Anvil: 2,750 copies sold anl printed of last fall issue. Of the spring
issue, 4,500 were printed of which about 2,000 have been paid for. Report good
contact with "Universities and Left Review" in England. Custs have doubled
recently and they need money.

Sane: The YSL and YPSL report very good headway in Sane enc have been in on
the launching of the student Sene groups. They have been recruiting out of this
arena. Two ISL nenbers are on the national comnittee of the student Sane group.

WSa: Harrington attended NSA national convention. He reportec that YSL and
YPSL had no delegates at all at the convention. Ee also reported that everybody
there had heard of the YIS and asked i1f he were connected with it. e also
reported a healthy left wing present at the convention, including people from the
South, and urged that the YSL-YPSL enter into the MSa in the coning yesar.

IPSL: 1t wes obvious throughout the procescings of both conventions that
the YPSL was hardly in existence at all. They had few uenbers, virtually all of
vhich were celegates and nost of these were probably funneled into the YPSL by
the YISL, which in nany aress was splitting its recruits 50-50 with the YPSL. The
IPSL reported very few functioning "circles" but & number of members at large.
The only areas represented by YPSL where the YSL is not were Rutgers, Cambridge
end 4Ann &rber. The joint orgenizations have set therselves a goal of 500 menbers
by next year. They presently will start with about 200 nembers (50 YPSLs plus
the clained 150 YSLers).
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II. Procress Towards "Unity":

The present state of unity between the ISL-YSL-SP-SDF-YPSL is rather con-
fusing. However an understending of it is very importent to understanding the
current situation within the social democracy. While the prospect of allowing
the ISL to enter the SP-SDF passed in the SP-SDF by a slim majority (54f of the
referendun vote, according to Harrington) it has not been implenmented as yet.
There seens to be a desire on the part of the SP-SDF leadership to put off the
ISL entry for e while for fear that it will force out some of the right-wingers.
In fact, the most optinistic date for consurmetion of this long-sought-after union
is two or three nonths. There was even sone gloony mention of it never coming to
pass. However the YSL and YPSL will go to bed, so to speak, prior to the official
narriage. While the official unity of the two organizations will wait for unity
in the adult field (in order to give Shachtman e little remainins bargaining
power) the proctical unity is already in effect. The joint convention has elec-
ted o joint Mational Committee to formally function after the unity is consun-
nated. The YSL MAC has been empowered to dissolve the YSL when the ISL gets in.
The two youth groups will ineffect be one starting immediately, though they will
be in a somewhat enbarrassed position to explain the formel situation to anyone.

III. Shachtnan Crawls: The convention was not without its revolting aspects, the
nost revolting being the conduct of brother Shachtman who just isn't physically
built for the task of crawling and fawning which ke wgs forced to perforn before
his young disciples. Shachtnan gave two addresses: one to the YSL and the other
to the conbined convention. His first talk to the YSL was ained at smashing

sote of the illusions he had fostered a year ago in orcer to counteract the left
wing and correl the youth behind his rightward move. First he pointed out that
"we" nust accept the SP-SDF ag it is, pointing out that we should not expect it to
change gppreciably for quite & while. It will stay & snall propagande group with
right-wing politics and an inactive nenbership for the coming period. So gone
‘were the illusions of the inninent nmagicel transformation of the SP-SDF into e
nass party. Secondly, he stressed strongly that "we' nust be totally uninterested
in fighting for "our" progranm within the SP-SDF or even debetinz it. He said

"we® should "ignore the SP-SDF." "We" should nct try to convince anyone of "our"
views but leave things just as they are. That is the only way unity will be
possible. In his talk before the combined orgenization, Shachtnen emphasised that
they had given up everything they possessed. They did not ask for a press, for a
fornal unity, for representation on any cormittees, etc. They had no nore to
give. The only thing left to give was themselves, which they would not do.
Therefore under no conditions could the youth comrades unite with the YPSL prior
to the entry of the adult cumrades. The one thing we must retecin is the idea that
either we all 2o in or none of us go in. He combined this with the usual ob-
sequious tridutes to "Conracde Thomas" who was also there. Various people before
and after nade pledges to get "Comrade Thonas" the largest student audiences they
could, etc. etc.

IV. "Aips and Dnsks of Democratic Socialisn." The bitterest pill for the young
soclal-democrats to swallow was the progrem of the social denocracy itself. The
Joint ¥SL-YPSL negotiating comuittee presented tu the conference the document
"Ains and Tasks of Democratic Socialisn," the most recent policy statement of the

- Second International, as the politiccl basis for unity. However, o rank-and-file

leftist opposition made up of bothYSLers and YPSLs just couldn't stomach such a
clear statenent of the politics to which they were subordinating thenselvem. So
a discussion ensued, first at the YSL cotvention and then again at the joint con-
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vention. The nost outspoken critics were two former Liberturian Leaguers who are
presently in the YPSL. They attacked the "Collective security" section, pointing
out that this was the watchword of the Lebanon intervention. They attacked .
enother section which read, "But denocracy has the right and duty to protect it-
self against those who exploit its opjortunities omly in order to destroy it."
This they said should be read: SMITIE aCT. They attacked the docunent's support
of the UN. Others complained that the docunent wasn't broad but narrow. It
would alienate pacifists and others who opposed collective security. The Denitech
supporters in the YSL also spoke out ageinst it. In fact, it soon looked as if
a YSL-YPSL left bloc would be able to table action on the document. Therefore
Harrington offered a compronise which consisted of an adiitional statenent by the
YPSL disclaining full agreement with the Cocunent. This swung all the YSLers.
However seven YPSLs still held out and voted to table the document. So the
CGocunent was finally passec with a disclaimer.

V. Conclusions:

It is clear from the above report that the YSI~YPSL enters the coming period
with considerable strength. They have gained over the last year, largely fron
new students on the campuses. 1t is largely their campus orientation plus their
elready existing apparatus and cadre that ellowed them to recruit in this period.
Many of the people who joined either organization in this period could just as well
have joined us if they had come into contact with us first. Many at the actual
convention scw the ¥S for the first tine when we distributed it there. We should
not underestinate the strength of the social-democratic youth. They enter the
coning school year with stronger forces on canpus than we have. However the power
of our ideas and our peper outbalence this. There were frequent mentions during
the conventions of the desirability of setting up & nonthly paper -- a sign of
the impression we have nmade.

It is clear that in the coming year the group which orients itself the best
for work enong Anerican students will advance the most. We will Ye competing
prinarily with the YSL-YPSL for the allegisnce of the newly ralicalized college
student.

We have three things in our favor that give us the possibility of winning out
in this competition.

1. Qur Eolitics: There is no doubt that the YSL-YPSL politics are so bad
that nost of the menbership of these orgenizations are shamed of it. Our clear
revolutionary socialist progren is far nmore appezling to youth than rationalizing
ebout "collective security," However the effect of our politics is somewhat
offset in these circles by what these people call our "stalinoid politics.

While part of this attack is nothing but adaptation to bourgeois "anti-comnuniem,®
sone of it is a genuine feeling that we are conciliating to Stalinisn just as the
social denocrats are conciliating to the State Degartuent. The simplest solution
to this is simply to present our principled opposition to Stalinisn and support

to the workers' struggle in the Soviet orbit for workers dencecracy.

In addition we should carry on & cempaign of pointing out the resl politics
of the YSL-YPSL and demending that they either support then or repuciate then.
We have begun this already in our letter to the YSL-YPSL wkich referred to the
Rusher affair -— something which they did not mention in their answer (appended).
During the "Ains and Tasks" debate one YSLer ceme up to me and ssid: "It nust be
your birthday. They are giving you a prgsent," referring to this docunent. &nd
he was correct,



2. Qur Independence: The iSL-YPSL answer to our letter indicates they are
extrenely week on the guestion of independence of the youth. Their dognatic
insistence on the necessity of sutmitiing to adult conination will not go over
very well with new young people who gre striving in their own way for indepen-
dence, not dependence. This point should be continually stressed. However, it
is not enough to stress it zlone while ignuring the above-mentioned political
polints.

3. DOur Militancy: There is no doubt that our nilitancy and vitality which
is expressedl through the fighting spirit of our paper and our supporters has been
one of the nost attractive features of our operction for the last year. It will
become increasingly so in contrast to the super-intellectual petty bourseois
discussion—-cludb approach of the soclal denocrats. We nust prove in action the
difference between ourselves and the socinl lemocracy, as well as proving it in
theory.

Finclly I should nention that this growth on the part of our competition
denancés an all-around greater exertion of our own forces. The national tour
increases in importence beczuse of this. In addition the necessity of orgenizing
our forces nationally also incresses in inmportance. Only e national body of
revolutionary youth cen effectively intervone on the campuses and counteract
socinl-democratic strength, con effectively enter into Sane on & nationwlde scale,
enter the SA, and in other ways reach the new youth who are just now awekening
to politics. Only such a bYody can act as a pole of attraction io the disillusioned
left-wing youth in the YSL-IPSL.



