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' This educaticnal outline is the second in a
Beries-on the ILessons of the lMaxxist Ycuth love-
pent. The first cutline discussed the origin
of the revclutionaxy ;outh ncvenient, thevg:owth
of the Yeung+ Scoiadist Intermatiocnal, . $ke
nilitant strugsle of the youth againgt reforuist
leaders in the Party and against the iuperialist
wax,\and finally the split in the socialist

noveuent after the betrayal of the Second

Internaticnale.

(411 mimeo work contributed by the New York S.Y.L.)



HIST(RY OF THE MARXIST YOUTH MGVEMENT
PART II THE YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE (1919-1929)
A. BACKGROUND

The betrayal and collapse of the Second International
at the outbreak of the World War did not fail to leave a
deep imprint upon the .Jorking class youth movement. Although
the social patriots of France, Austria, England and Belguim
exhorted the working class to. support their native capitalists
in the war, the best elements of the youth movement remained
loyal to internationalism.

The Young Socialist International, as early as April 1915,
when one yeax of war had already stained the fields of Europe
with the blood 6f workers, convoked thé first anti-war gathering
in Berne, Switzerland. Whrking‘in close association with
Lenin and the exiled Bolsheviks, the revcolutionary youth was
destined to become one of the firmist supports to the
coming Russian Kevolution.

~The new Third International récoived a mighty impetus
when the Bolsheviks took power. Both this historic event and
the war served to cut a sharp division in the socialist |
movement between reforri.st acrvants of the ruling class and
the conscious revolutionists. In every country in Burope the
-two‘divisions‘began to take'clearer shape. .

Hardly anywhere was thc birth of the Communist movemont
disassociated from the work which the youth, fresh and

uncorrupted by opportunist poison, contirbhtéd in ‘every country.

Page S




Rt AT o

T

e
&
3

Page 4.
In the tradition of Liebknecht, undiscouraged by the
betrayal cof the old social democratic leadership, drawing
strength from the vietorics of the Russian working class,
the young communists becamc one of the chief pillars of the

new international movcment.

This was thc background of the formation of the Young
Communist League. On November 20,1919, at 3:00 P.M. in the
back rocm of a becr house, guarded by sentinels and pickets
of the Berlin youth, the first congress of the Young Communist
Internaticnal was held. | There ﬁere present delegates from

. . *
fourtzen countries, represcnting twenty ‘thousand members
ol

when Viilli Munzenberg opened the Congress., Thus was the-

Young Comuunist International organized.

READ:
WAR AND THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL.. ....... «o o V.I.LENIN
/  QUESTIONS: ,
l. Whaf position did the voung communists have towards the
wax? ’
2. How did this diffex from the positicn of the social~democracy?

From the centrists?

Y

Q@ b 4 0 a s e e l'P".‘l'.‘0.'..I...C....'...’.l.ll'll.........‘..l..‘
1. For a short biography on Munzenbexrg scc educational

outline no. 1
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B. FORMATION OF THE Y.C.L. IN THE UNITED STATES

In May 1919.'the first national convention cf the
Young People's Socialist League proclaimed a revolutionary

; policy and denounced the Second Internationals A special
‘;conference of the Y.P.SuL. in Roches tex December 1919
ovexthrew the official Socialist Party group. The revolut-
~ionary sections won a solid majority and the convention adﬁo-
"cated support for the Communist Internaticnal and for affill-
iation to the Young Socialist Intornational (which was
‘meeting illegally in Berlin tc form the Young Communist

- International.

The Y.P.S.L. at Rochester finally broke off all
‘relations with the Sccialist Party and declarcd itself
%independant® of all existing partics. From this tactic,
’_ihe Communisiq heped tc win over even more members cf the

‘Y.PeS.L. tc the communist mowemecnt.

/
However, the cruel Palmer raids «f 1920 hinderecd this

directione Thousands of communists, ycung and cld, were
“érfested, imprisoned , or deported. Thc cntire movement
®a8 hit badly. Many whc had never dreamt that comnmunism
wculd put them to such severe tasks, dropped back int@ the
;comfoits of private lifes Others converted theix groups
~ihto purely social clubs secluding themselves from the
~rigors of the struggles Only a few held on tenacicusly and
proceeded tc build a ycuth muvement. Althcugh there were

0 comumunist parties ( The Workers Party and the Coumunist

bor Party) and although both maintained ycuth leagues,
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they werc quite small.

During this pericd, the army cf uncmplcyed steadily grew
inspite of the many attenpts of state and naticnal authcritiya
td provide employment. Ex-scléiers (all of them ycung) often
became th}eves and bheggars beccause they were given no work.

The American Legion, organized by the ex-cfficers on behalf of
the cabitalists scught to retain the militaristic spirit of
war and to intimidate all wocrkers and wcrking class crganizaticns

which threatcned to xrouse the masses tc actione

Becaﬁee of the poclitical situaticn at that time, the two
Ccmmmunist Parties had tc function illegally; hence their
minute youth organizaticng also were undeggrouhd. The unity
of the twovparties in 1920 gave avnew inpetua tc the révival
6f the revolutionary ycuth movement. Howevwer, it, like the
Party continued underground. In the mean time, through the
medium of two ¥oung Workers League delcgates to Moscow,
Gus~Schulenberg and Olivexr Carlson, ccnnectiocns were estab-

lished with the Young Communist Internaticnal.

The legalization of the Communist Party at the'Decexmel,
1921 ccnvention (after a bitterx internal dispute- the minority
desired to renain underground) helped tc make the Young
Workers League a reality. The convéntion set up an organizat-
ion couaittee to call the confercence cf the Ycung Workers
League and tc help organize.it. “Ycuth" the organ of the

New York "“Independent'™ Young Peoplie's S;cialist League {(which

“Was in cormunist hands) was taken over by the crganization

»committee and;renmned'"Young‘Worker“.

- -
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Youth memorial méetings werce held under the banncr of
International Youth Day frem coast to coast. By the time the
first conventicn nmet there were already in existence between
thirty to fifty aroups in the country ready tc participate in

launching the nsw orgaaization.

It is inportant at this point to interject sone of the
prcposals. of the Ycung Commaunist © Entermaticnal on the structure
and role of the organization, fox the Y;W;L. in the United
Statea and the Trotskyist ycuth movements were built upcn

this basis alsoe.
C. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE YOUNG COLMUNIST LEAGUE.

On.chember 1st, 1920, the Russian Young Cornaunist
League proposed to the Zxecutive Commitice 6f the Y.C.I. a
. chaange in the’relation between ﬂné_youth leagues and the parties.
The, prcposal called fox the POLITICAL SUBORDINATIGN OF EACH
NATIONAL IEAGUE TO THE RESPECTIVE PARTY CRGANIZATION: WHILE
EACH iEAGUE WOUID RETAIN ITS CRGANIZATIONAL INDEPENDENCE
TheParty in cach ccuntry would determine thée general politics
of the cntiré coumaunist movenent, ito straiegy, tactics ( in
'agreementlwith the line and leadership of tde Cormwunist |
International) and the youth leagues wculd be guided by these
decisicns. However, the Party could not interfere in the
internal organiéati@nal probleus cf the youth lecague except
in an adviscry capaéity. Hence, the ycuth leaguevwould enjoy

. . 4
organizational autonony.




Page 8

The Executive Coumiittee of the Y.C.I. cculd nct at that
tine .agree with the prcposal. It held the view of the independ-
ence of the leagucs ana the cocperation on a basis of equality
between each party and league.

The political subordinaticn ofAthe Yocung Ccorusunist League
to fhe Communist Party was finally adopted at the Seccnd Congréss
of the Y.C;I. after a long struggle which was later carried on
in the Leagucs. At that tine (1921) such a deci;ion appeared
to be absolutely neccessary although it net with great

resistence from many leaders pf the Y.C.L. whc were still swayed

i)

by the “vaﬁguard ideology".

The ‘*“vanguard * ideolcgy 'Was a carry ower -.of.thc.c

~former mole of the revcluticnary ycuthe Vhile in the

imperialist.war of 1914-1913 practically all of the Social
D%mocratic_?drties went cvex to the side of\the~bcurgecsie, nost
of the sccialist youth organizations and the‘youth international
remained truc to the principles of revoluticnary class Etruggle.
By the very nature of tne sitﬁaticn, the ycuth intérnaticnal
played a vanéﬁard role. There were in most plces no revolutionaxy
parties: those barties that did exist, for the 1108t part, betrayed
the working classe Tﬁé yocutl organizatiocns were ccnverted into
YOUNG PARTIQF'Which atteupted to lead the entire working class ,
carry. on independent struggles against the boss‘class, against

the imperialist war, etc. Thus, the youth, to a large extent,

~

raved the way for the formation cf the revolutiocnary wcrking

class parties. This vanguard role, that is, the leadership of the

working class, existed as far along as 1919. Even in the early
atages;of the comnmunist novenent, the youth grcups were acting

like young parties. »Therefore, at the secbnd,congress of the YCI,

Dy
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with the political subordination of the Y.C.L. to the C.P.;
the ycuth recognized that the Party was to becone the vanguarc
of the working class; the Lecague was to become the leadcr of
the toiling ycuth. '

The organizational structure of the coimunist youth
noverents were arranged so as to corresspond to their
revclutionary role in the class struggle. The sockal denccratic
arganiza%ions which gave up the revclutiocnaxy method of class
strﬁggles crecated an organizational structure adapted to the
reformisf standpoint and particularly to parlianentary clections.
The fact that the structu;ekof the social-denocratic organizat-

~icns were nct based on centralism and discipline and at the
sane time did not furﬁher inter-party democfacy was in accordance
with the ﬁhole-refcrnist concéption of crganization. The Y.C.L.
discarded these obsolete forus and atteupted to create an
organization capable of rallying the widest masses of toiling
jouth, capable of leading tnem in the class struggle, and ‘
capable of preserving the League (crParty) Cespite the
~repressicns from capitalists.

The Y.C.L. was based on the principles of deuwocratic
centralsin. It ccubined the mé#inun indepzndence and activity
of the nziabers of the organizajicn with strict discipline.

On th: basis of the internal demobracy, all nenbers participate
in the life of the League and had a share in determining the
League's policy. This was achieved (when strict illegality |
dcesn't prevent it ) through the election of leading bodies,
the organization of League conferences on a large scale, and

the holding of internal discussiong for the purpose of
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preparing the League's Jecisions on varicus questions. The
lowex bodics were subordingte tc the higher, the leadership
was ceniralized, and all menbers were under cbligation to carry

cut the decisions of the crganization and do their duty

towarcs it. It was only as a strictly centralized organization

that the Y.C.L. in conjunction with the C.P. could carry out a
rev.olutionary struggls for the interests of the working youth
and the general communist ains.

The democcracy which reigued in the early period of the
Y.C.L. was in glaring contrast to the bureaucratic rule in the
soecial cdesieeratic organizations. In the Y.P.S.L. since the
varicus lcafers aand the varicus ccimittees were not respcnsiblae
to any particular group, since each leadcr was peruitted to
carxy out his own political line ( even though i% contradiéted
the polltical line of his fellow menbers cn the executive
coum:ittee and the cpinien of the rank and file) like its
parties , thic sccial dauceratic ycuth organizations wexe
souewhat burcaucratized. , R

Although the Y.C.L. was (RGAIIZATIONALLY INDEPENDEET ,
the closcst connections existcd between it and the C.P,

This counncction was effecte&'thrcugh the mutual represecentation

\ _
on all rungs cf the organizaticnal ladders To sccurc the

political oneness of the League and Party, there were . = -
cadres - coupesed of dual nernbers, i.e. menbers of both the
Part.y and the youth. |

The Y.C.L. did not linit its activity tc the frane work
of‘“legali?y“ as crdained by the bCSS.GlaSB. In its strugglé

against capitalisn, the Y.C.L. was continually ccompelled to
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combine its opepd legal activity with illegal and seui-lcegal work,
and therefofe, often cverstcpped the linxits laid down for it by
gapitalist legality. Since it recognized that it was surrounded °
on all sides by its class cenemiecs and that it nmust expect to
be driven to illegality at any time, it formed an underground
apparatud  through which it could be able t¢ continuc its work
in casc of enforced illegalitj. The main thing was to ensure
the leadership and developenent of the Y.C.L. and prescrve its
~existence. |
QUES TIONS
l. Why should a revelutivnary youth organizaticn be politically
allied to a Party?
- 2. What is the significance o% a youth organization's maintainiﬁg
its ofganizational autonony?
3. Of what inmportance is the exéhange'of representatives ‘between
the Party and the youth?
4.What is “vanguardisn"? Of what significance and/cr correctness
" was it when practiced by the youth in 1914-19182 After the
' formation of the Communist Party? ‘In the S.Y.L. today?
8. How is denocratic centralisn gearéd as an organizationai forn
towards the siesure of power? Towards nceting capitalist
repressions? |
6. Discuss differené&s between: Dewuccratic centralisn,; decentral-
ism; bureaucratisn; and :onclithicisne
EEAD :
WHAT IS TO BE DONE eeveescvossnasess VoI, LENIN '
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DP. ROLE OF THE Y.C.L. AND DIFFERGNCES WITH THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC

YOUTH.

The Young Comnunist League was & training ground for the
Communist Party. The’C.P. needed a reserve which would aspuare
a new cadre of young forces for its rainkse The Y.C.L. was to
serve as a preparatory school which would train the young gener-
ation of workers for the Communist Paxrty.

Thereware fundemental differences in the concept s of the
role of the youth and youth organization between the social-
démocrats and the communistse. ‘Sooial deiiccracy, for the ncst
part, declared that the rcle of the youth organizatiogs should
be "purely" educational or cultwral. It said that youth were
noticapablé of par%icipating in the class struggle. Since the
social demccrats often placed class ccllaboraticn in the place
of the class struggle, it scught to train the ycuth also in
class peaces They didn't want the ycung workers to acquaint
thenselves with the real.conditions in c¢lass scciety and with

the facts of the class struégle. In conformity with this, the

'social'democracy indulged in talk abcut "youtk in general®

without regara to class differences. Heﬁce, they set the‘
youth organizaticng the utopian task of crecating the "“new nan*
by nmeans cf cultura{ work within the youth organizati;n to be\
under taken in the ccnditicns of capitalist scciety, that is, .
diverced from all relation to class scciety and reality itself.
The Young Communist League repuéiated the hypceritical
slogan of the sccial demccracy tc the effect that the yocuth nust
not participate in politics. The energﬁfic pexiicization of the

young workersa, wha are an important factor in sccial production,
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in the pclitical struggle of their class, signified an increase

cf forces for the working class struggle and scrved as a

'
nedium for training ycung wcrkers to communism. The Y.C.L.

was a political organization wiich trained young pecople for

“the class struggle. It based itself on the Leninist concept

that stated theory could not ve separated from practices. Hence,
its educationdl werk was of a dual nature: educaticn through
studying theory and cducation thr;ugh gtfuggle.

“i#ithout revolutionary theory, a revolutionary movement
is iméossible“- V.I.ILENIN. This statement of Lenin formed the

basis fcr the Y.C.L.'s wocrk, The special educational work was

intended to gather the working youth®s experience in fighting

‘practices, and to pxesent ‘them in a ready, logical and

supplemented form. It had to train fron the ranks of the

young wcrkers, cducated and persistent class fighters against

capitalisme The educatichal work was therefcre, simultaneously,

agitaticn and propaganda; agitation in the sense c¢f dissemination

of varicus slogans awnong the rasses, and propaganda in the |

sense of a deepened education of the young worlers with regard

to the aims and principles c¢f the Y.C.L. |

QUES TIONS

1: Why uust militant youth participate in politics if they
intend tc¢ work for sccialism? |

2. Describe thrcugh concrecte aﬁalqgies what is wmeant by

"education thrcugh struggle”. |

3. In what way is a youth c;ganization Y3 training ground"™

fer the Party? Find cut how many Par%y 1eilbers in youx~

lccal Party branch were formerly in the youth moeverent. Find

out the nuriber of former ycuth members who are priuary and
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secondary leaders of the Workers Party. “This term will then

acquire a greater significance tc the inquirer.
4., Discuss the differences in the future j.jprcspects, and lives
of ycuth born of working class parents and thcse born of

pParents who axe nembers of the capitalist classe.

E. THE FIRST YBAR OF THE Y.W.L. IN THE UNITED &TAES

On May 13, 1922, the first donvention cf the Ycung Wcirkers
League net in Brocklyn to forumally unite the revcluticnary
youth crganizaticns thrcughout the country, to affiliate to
the Young Communist Intcrnational and to acknowledge ;he
political leadership of the Workers Party (C.P.) However,
the ?rinciple strugzle at the conventicn, with its nore than
forty delegates representiﬁg iiore than twenty cities was the
quéstion of "independence®. The genuine party eleuents were
fcr politicél subordination cf the ycuth to the Viorkers Party.
The supportexrs of "indepcendence" came from two canps;
rennants of the In&ependent Y.P:S.L. whe found it nore
convenient to stand alcof from the genuine corniunist noveient,
and the ultrxa-leftists, organized intu the United Tcilers of
Aﬁerica, who had opposed the formaticn cf the legalvparty
(they wanted to continue functiovning under;rcund) and édVocéted
“independence" as a maneuver to prevent theyouth from affiliat-
ing with the garty. The delegaticns vcted overwheluingly
against the "independence™ @gdvocatés. A nanifesto and progran

-

were adcpted together with a constitution and a resoluticn

on relations.with the Vicrkers Party. A Naticnal Corusittee

was elected with Martin abern as Naticnal Secrctarye.
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The year between the first and sccond conventicns was
T narked by functicning based on yr&pagandistic activity. The
*independents® disappeared completely fron the scene, particularly -
éfter the United Toilers liquidated their organization and
Jjoined the Vorkers Party. In this pericd a nuiber of new groups
were organized and a functicning Leaguc was established as a
distinct organization. But it was ocnly at the second convention
(Chicago, May, 1923) that the League's attention was dirccted
away from the purely propagandistic activity cf spreading the
gene:al ideas of ccrmunisi amcngst ycuth, and nore in the
direction of winning the ycung worker to the cormunist movement
by organizing them on the basis of their daily struggles and
their irmedjate intcrcstse. ' This turn which has always core as
7 the second stage in the develcopeuent of the movement, was
‘l) achieved with the assistance of the Y.C.I. but not without
' some internal disputes. The swing towards active participation
in the daily strugsles of the working yocuth and the acdoption
- of the orgaﬁizaticnal forms best suited for such activity was
x resisted by many of the niddle class students. This turn to the

nasses was introduced at the Seccnd and Third Congresses of the

.

Y.C.I.
UBESTIONS ..ovveenn.. .
f © le During the first yeaxr, the Young Workers Lecague existed as a
“propaganda sect™ and did little mass work. Why was it
inportant that it exist ;; & propaganda sect at that
particular time; that is, when newly formed from the social
demcqratic youth? |
2. Why would it have been incorrect if the Y.W.L. renained

. ‘ )
purely a propaganda sect after it formed its basic cadme and
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harmered cut a progran?

F. WRK OF THE Y.C.I. RI®R 7C TH= SE?OKD CONGRESS
Pricxr to the sccond consress, tﬁe Y.C.I. proceeded to
win over sections of the cecantrist youth. Hence, by the end of
1920, the young socialists in Czechc-Slovakia (two youth leagues)
the Young Socialist League of France and ¥Finland, League of
the Socialist Proletarian Youth of Germany (Independent) and
the Independent Y.P.S.L. in the U.S. were won over to the YCI.
Simultaneous with the organizational developemcnt that
progresscd during fhis,period, the Y.C.I. began to consolidate
its central apparatuse. Numerous pamphlets and pericdicals .
were published including the two organ, YOUTH INTERNATIONAL
and INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CORRESSPONDANCE.
The po?ularization of the ideas of ‘the YCI was discussed
at a series of international conferbncés, in inte:nal discuss-
ions within the various sections, and in the Ycuth International.
However, liftle was done to‘orieht the Y.C.L. towards the
masses until the second congress.
G. SECON» CCNGRESS OF THE YOUNG CCMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
The Russian Y.C.L. wanted to hcld the Second Congress
S in Mcscow in the throne romnm of the Krenmlin citadel of the
forner Czarisﬁ. However, this was defeated in favor of Jena,
Gernany. .The Congress opened in the latter city cn the 6th
of April, 1921, but mcved £or reasons of illegality (on april 10)

to Berlin.

2
4

The resoluticn on the political situation adopted at the
congress revealed that the differcences on the organizaticnal
question (vangaurdism) had other political rcots: the majority

- . supported the “theory of the revolutionéry cffensive® which

-~ . -
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! . held that despitc the defeats of the werkers in 1919-1920
’7¢\ and the renewecd offensive of caﬁ:tal, nc partial retreats
§ were neccessary in the strug-le for state powér; the working

class (according tc this thecry) had tc continue frontal,

ETT T AONT, TP YESIITE N0 STy

dircct attackl against the cajpitalist governme ..s. This
theory was defended by such "ultra=-lcftists™ as Bela Kun and

Brandler plus others at the Third Cungress of the Couwiunist

SRR S

International. Lenin and Trotsky actively opposed this
schematic concepticn of the"permanent revolution'.

On the advice of the Executive Commiittee of the Comitern,

i
£
5

the Y.C.TI. Congress "continued" in Muscow from June 9 to the
23rd imuediately preéeedqding %he Third Congres§ of the
Comitern. The latter almost split over the theory of the
revolutionary offensive when a najority appeared ta be in
eouplete agreecnent with its. Lenin and Trotsky, who recognized
the nedd for winning a decisive najority of the workers in
the variocus countries before a dirxect bid for power could be
nade by the vangausd, urged the struggle for partial and
imnediate demands as a uLeans fowards tliis end. They finally
succeeted in winning the delegates tc their views. The
Third Congress of the C.I. issued the slcgan "To the Masscs®
as a swisary of the iimediate tasks of the colmunist partieé.
The Second Congress of the YCI was held under the
political influence of the Third Congress of the CI, in which

the ycuth delegates actively participated. The youth, too,

L4 13
’ finally rejected the “theory of the revcoluticnary offensive™
L and in their turn to the masses began to hawmer cut a
specific youth progran. Questions connected with the

ecqnomic struggle, rclationship between the ycuth and party,
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and anti-militaristic work were thoroughly discussed.
Othex youth questions were left in abeyance until the
Third Congress.
QUESTIONS
l. What was the “theory of the revolutionary offensive"?
‘Tiigcuss ) A ~

2. What is the significance of a youth movement's having
a specifﬁc youth program?
'H. IR T0 THE THIRD CONGRESS

The transition at the Second Congress from issuing
s8logans of the Party to the adoption of a specific youth
program was done for the purpose of ﬁuildingla.mass yodfh
_ofganization. Howevex, the transformation of the small
youth leagues into mass organizations was nevex achieved
6utside the Soviet Union. - The progress of the leaguecs
necessarily wore dependent on the growth of the partics
and the special attention paid to the youth leagues by'
the partics. In the brief period from the Third Congress
of the C.I. to Lenin®s death, the problecms of the Party
itself, its elcmentary organization, strategy, tactics,
6vershadowed the problems of the youth. The internal
difficulties in thé communist partics-with currents in the
parties who had not as yet Dbroken politically with
centrism as Well‘as the more radical, ultra-left elements
who rejected the stfuggle for partial demands - hampered
th: development of mass young communist leagues. |

Despite this shor%comingg‘thefp&ngo&,ghllnwing the

second congress showed the necesSity of this shift in
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emphasis. During this tine, the'boss class of America and
Europe, taking advantage of the ebb of the revolutionary
wave, went on an all cut offensive against the working class.
Working hours were lengthened; wazges werxe réduced.' Since

the main interest of the working class was theix immediate
cconomiec gains, the result of these reverses was a dimin-
uation of political interest among the workers.

Among the working class youth too, a strong diminuation
of political interest was evidenﬁ. Hence, the Y.C.L. had to
transfer its work of propagandizing the general political
ideas to the defense of the immediate vital interests of
the working youth. |

As a rééult of the capitalist offensive both the C.I.
and the Y.C.I. issuéd a call for the "united ffont“. A
united front is the unigy and collaboration of different
oxrganizations on some particular'issues. Bach organization
within a united front retaihs its own political identity,
program, leédership, etcs It rctains the right to ewiticize
the other organizations within the front. (Ex. the collaborat-
ion of differing organizations say on a strike action, civil
liberties casé, etc. are scme cxaumples of a united front)

For the Y.C.L., the cestablishment c¢f the united front
took a two fcld course. First: It attempted to align the
wdrking yecuth in the general struggle of the working class.
This was needed to pxevent the bosses from pla&ing off the
werking ycuth as strike breakers against adult workers)e.
Secondly,it attémpted to ccordinate the woerk cf the youth in

the enforcement of its elementary ycuth demands.
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We¢ Y.C.A began negotiatiums with the other youth interns
. atiotidls tc hammer out a united funt prcgram together asd A
} form a Young Uorkers World Gungrese. H.wever, these effcrts
failed for the Second Interunaticomal ycuth induced the
Vienna Youth Internaticnal {which was a Marxist centriast grcup)
to refuse fo cocperate. ,

In the meanwhile, the Y.C.L.‘s slowly began tc
participate in the industrisd Attuggld. The YCL in Germany
initiated a campaign againsi the 54 hcwr -working week for
the wWerking youth. This remchpd its climax in a large mass
demonstration on March 26,1922

In Swdden and Denmark, the YCL irditiated a campaign
for the economic protection of young workers. In Aust¥aa
. { | they fought fcr the imprcvement of the position of students in
/i technical sgbools and for the enfortement of legislation as
| applied to apprentices. In thias wocrk, the YCL convinced the
“centrist® ycuth to wark with them, finally winning them over
io the Yci . In France and Czecko-sicvakia, the YCL crganized
illegal nuclei in the arnmy as a methcod of carrying’out theoix
anti-militaristic activity, «

The YCI also -¢rganized childyen's mcvements (known in
the United States as the Young Pioneers)s The children's
mevement developed fairly rapidly in Germany, Switzerland,
and the Seandinavian ccuntries. Here they attacked the non-

? ~ political "humanitarian® educaticn ag found in the s¢cial=-
’ ) dem0cratic‘shi;dren's eéhocls.
Despite a}d these events, the transiticn to youth tasks

was nct succedsfully garxied outw The Thixd Coungress of the
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. YCI was to take this Question up again with an aim to intensify
the new coursce.
4 QUESTIONS
1. What wére some of the factors which hindcred the transiticn
of the YCI to special y uth tasks?

2. What is a "™united frent"?

- -

I. THE THIRD» CONGRESS OF THE Y.C.I. AND THE TURN "TO THE MASSES"

-

N IR TN SRR (M R T

At the Third Congress cf the YCI, Dec. 4,1t012,1922, in

T

Mosccw, little progress cculd be recorded in the growth of the
leagues. As against abcut BO0,000 claimed at the previcus
Congress, it was now reported that thc YCI had 750,000 members.
This was primarily a result of the increase of the Russian
League which had 38 YCL sections as against 36 at the previous
v congress. While some‘cf the leagucs had been engaged in
? econocmic activitigs of the yocung workers and in anti-militar-
ist work the resclutions record: "E'ucation work was limited
mostly to the mambers“.“TheAYoung‘Communists Leagues have nct
yet beccme mass organizétiuns,“

The Congress adcpted a dr&ft program fcr the YCI and a
progran of econcmic demands for ycung workers "up to 18
years of agec." X

After an~analysis of the work accouplished gince the
Second Congxess it becauie clear to the Third Congress that
®the Young Cormmunist Leagues have not yét becowue nass
&/ arganizations in the sensc¢ of having close contact with the
nassesw cf yocung workers; of the participation of their
branches and individual members in fhe Caily struggle of the

ycung workers for the betterment of their conditicns and in
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the sense cf the imprcved revoluticnary enlightenment of the
masscs by ueans of an interegting comiunist educational work
conducted on a nass scale."(Roccluticns and Thesis of the
Third Congress of the YCI)‘

Hence the YCI procceded to change further the crganizaticn-
al structurc of the YCLs . The basis ¢f organizaticn pricr to
the Third Congrcss was a territorial one and it is just in
this that its main weakness exiséed. The new forii of c¢rganizat-
icn adapted itself to the demands of rmodern industry. Wherever
there were alnumber of ycung YCL wcrkers in a factory, they
formed a shep nuclei. The object was to build up an crganizat-

ion which acting as a cumplinent tec the Farty would place the

A

YCL inthe strongest positicn tec struggle fox the reveluticon.

The shop nuclei would coubine the ycung cormunists at their

place of work and wceculd be in direct contact with the nasses

of the working ycuth ian their cdaily struggles. Hence, it

could recruit them, guide-thei:, and persuade then to participate
in all the fields of the lqague Work.

In the schcols, the niembers of the YCL were coubined into

B T

fracticns. These like the shop nuclci were vasic crganizational
units and were ccmbined into branches with the shop nuclei of

' the particular district in which the schocl was situated. Ag

the eccncuie activities of the schocl are by there very nature

'

5 limited, it was neccessary tc establish a definite ccnnecticn

} between members in their places ¢f work-and the branches in

5 the districts in which the shops were situated. The unecuployed

;‘ | menbers entered the oranch at their placé of Yiving. at the }

labor exchanges, the unenployed League uenbers forued into
il
fracticns tc¢ work aiicng their fellew uneuploycde.
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The League nuclci were tc work in the clcsest cocntact to
the Party nuclei. Represcntatives betwecn nuclei were nutually
exchanged.

The purpcse of the cry “to the nasses"™ and the change in
organizational structurc was‘both to incrcése the strength of
the League and tao build the sccial ccmpositicn of the League
on the working class eleuients. This form of crganizaticn, based
on the Russian Y.C.L; and C.7., was accepted in theor& by all
the leagues, but ﬁés never completely carried out by the
non-Russian organizationse.

In the United States, with this turn, the face of the
League was diredtéd towards the ycung workers and every effort
was nade to win them. In the two umain centers, New York and
chicégo. the League Hggan tc paxrticipate in strikes and othex
struggles as a distinct youth organization; Canmpaigns were
begun tc reach into industries where the ycung workerxrs were
concentrated. The *Young Worker®™, undex Max Shachtman's
editorship, Was_chaﬁged fron a “£efined“ magazine into a
fighting newspaper which sought to reflect the life of the
nenmbers énd tc educate then in the struggle.

This period, in the U.S. was cne of the Leagues soundest
and healthiest grewthe It was free from the corrupting
facticnal and clique strife which undermined it later on, and
hence reached a membership of more tyan 3,000. Tt did not
fail however, to participate in the inner life of the Paxrty.

The organizaticn aleng the lines of industrial fractions
anc. branches instecad of the tecrritorial basis, as was first
set fprward in the thesis of Trotsky and Varga at the Third

World Congress of the C.I. is the general pattern of organiz-
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ation of the Workers Party.
QUESTIONS

l. Vhy was it neccessary for the "Young Worker" to change
from a propaganda sheet tc an agiiational orgaﬂ with the
turn tc the nasses?
2. What is the valﬁe of fracticns?
3. How does a fraction operate? If you have a school orx
factcry fraction in your unit, discuas the nedhod of inprcv-
ing its efficiency, its rclationship tc the unit, its
rclationship to ofher S.Y.L. fracticns, etc.
4. Why is it neccessary for a revolutionary youth organizat-
icn to recruit ancng the wo;king class youth and to base
its activities on t_.cm instead of the petit-bourgeocis youth?
J. THE BEGINNING OFf T%E END -~ DEGEHERATION

Frop late 1923 onward, thé,beginning of thé degenerat-~
ion of the YL began to take place, until in 1325 the
organic process of the youth ncvenent was brcught to an
abrupt halt. The youth becaie a'factional pawn, first by
the Zinoviev-Stalin facticn against Trotsky and then by
Stalin against Zinoviev and Trotskys
| In late 1923, Leon Trotsky wrote in his "New Course':
"It is wholely inadequate that the ycuth shouid repeat )
;ur fornulas; it is neccessary that the youth should take
the revolutionary formulae fighting, transform then intc
flesh and blood, work cut for tncuselves their own cpinicn
With-that courage which comes'from sincere conviction and
independence o¢f charactex. Passive obediance, nechanical

drill, characterlesc, obsequicsness, carreerisn,=- away with

these things from the Partyl"

-



Ly

e

Page 25

Trctsky was accused of ”pitﬁing the ycuth against the old
Bolsheviks". Ycung wcrkers wﬁg accepted Trotsky's advice (or
his pclitiéal criticisms ef the ruling rcgime) were treated as
opponents cf Bolshevism and later expelled from the YCLs(in
Russian , the treaticent was much morevsevere). ‘

The Ydung Communist League in Russia, in 1921 accpted the
position that Russia "can arxive at socialisu only through the
proletarian rovcluticﬁ. which epoch of developmen§ we have now
entercd®. Bowever. after 1924, when Stalin first introduced
the theary of "sccialism in cne ccuntry*, it was not long before
this was also Adopted by the Leaguc. )

On July 13 to 25, 1924, the Fourth Congress of the YCI
cpened up the international canpaign fcr "Belshevisation®
(sinultanecus with the carpaign cf the Fifth Congress of‘the
Gomitern) Since Trotsky was the out-*anding spckesman against
the burcaucratization of the C.F. and the theory of "socialisn in-
one ccuntry®,r the YCL in every ccuntry was nade the ﬁool of the
doninant facticn in the party in the struggle against "Trotskyism"
or allezed "Trotskyites". The slogan cf “Bolshevisatién“ was .
used to efféctuate the étruggle against tﬁe left-wing. in every
country, critical education of the young cormriunists becaue inpcssi-
ble; facticnal obedience and loyalty were the tests of youth
leaders, who in turn transunitted these t;aits tc the rankse.

In the United Statcs, the american party had bson Randed ovef
to Ruthenberg and Lovestone. Their youth supporters were prxesented
;ith the leacership of the League in the face of the overwheluing
opposition §f the nenbership at the 1925 conventicne That uarked
the retrogression of the League, the degeneration of its leading

elements, its conversicn into a facticnal instruments, the nis-
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training of its aenbership, its bureaucratizaticn.

e An ocutstanding leader of the Third Congress cf the YCI, a -
foliovwer cf Zinoviev, VYuyo Vuyovitch was reiucved frem the internat;
ional leadership and later expelled and exiled to Siberia because of
his support tc the United Opposticn of Trotsky and Zinoviev.

At the Fifth Congress of the YCI, August 20 to Sept. 18,1928
& (following the Sixth Congress of the Couitern) the ¢ld formula on
/! the character cf the YCL was rcpeated in resolutions and in the
progran: Trotskyism was ¢ .dewumed and Stalinisu endorsed. Né
? ‘ - real piogress could be noted in the deveclopenent cof strength ox
.influence ¢f the League.

From the growth of the bureaucratic seed to the warped

manolithic movement today, the YCL had gone through many changes,

not only at the top where leaders were nanufactured and smashed,

but in the ranks where the terrific fluctuation of the nenbership
expresséd the failure of the YCL to fulfill its purpose of
training rcvclutionists for the paxrty. At a time when the Paxty
was distorted and underuwined by Sialinism, the official youth
movenent, untrue to the traditions that were incorpcrated intc it

at its foundation, simply went alofg with the strean.

It was the youth of the Fouith Intecrnational which again
raised the banner of Licbknechf and LuxXerburg, which again
procceded tc build a youth movcment based on the principles of N
revolutionary socinliSmeesesescesessssees but that is foxr the

next outline.
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THE NET COURSE: .+ ees ovuevvnvranncnnansnsonsesLEON TROTSKY
THE TH{RD INTERNATI(?/AL AFTER LENIN..........LEON TROTSKY
QUES TIONS V
1. What did Trotsky mean when he said thet the youth must
"take their revolution:@ry formulae fighting?"

2. How does factioimlism in a youth move nent destroy its
healthy life? Under vl,at circumstances can internal struggles
serve as a good educat ‘ional medium?
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