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THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL A%Q THE YOUNG COMMUNIST

1, The Young Socialist Movement arose as a consequence of the
acute capitalist exploitation of the young workers, as é reaction
against the attéck of the bourgeois militarism fto poison the minds
of the young workers with the_bourgeois national ?deology, and as
a revalt against the neglect of the econonic, political gnd cultural
demands of the young workers by the Bocial-Democratic parties and
trade unions in the majority of ébuntries.

The creation of Young Socialiét organizations in most countries
took place without the assistance of the Sociai-Democratic Party and
Trade Unions, continually increasing in their opportunism and re—
‘formism, and in some countries, the Young Socialist organizatlions,
were formed even directly against the will of these organizations.
The Reformist Social-Democratic Party and trade unions see in the
revolutionary Young Socialist organizations a serious'menace to
their opportunist policy, By burequcratic neasures and the discour—
aging of all independence, they atfempt to retard the Young Socialist
Movement, to alter its character, and impose their policy upon it,

- 3, The imperiaslist war and the attitude of the Social-Democrat-
id parties in the majority of countries towards it, necessarily led
to the contradicéions between the Social-Dernocratic parties and in-—
ternational revolutionary Young Social;st organizations beconing
more acute, and to open conflicts, During the war the condition of
the young workers as\a consequence of nobilization and military ser—
vice, the inéreased exploitation in the war industries, and mili-
tarization aﬁ home becamévintoierably'worse. The best section of
Young Sooialisté opposed nationaliém and the war, split off from the
Social-Democratic parties, and took up their own political action

(the International Young Socialist Conference in Berne in 1915,



Jena 1918), A
In its struggle against the war, “the Young Socialist organiz-

atlons were supported by the best of the revolutionary groups of tae

y
adult organizations, and thus became the rallying point of revoi~ “
utionary forces, In this manner the Young Socialiet organizations b
undertook the functions of a'févoiuti&nary party, and became the vanw-

guard in theA$evolutiChary'étiuggle,'and politically independent ‘
‘6rgan12ationé. ' L ‘ R '

3, Vith the eétabliSﬁméﬁt of thelcommuﬁist_International, and
the Oommunist pa.rties.in'the“ various countries, the role of Tevol-
utionary Young éc;cialist' organizations in the generel proletarian
movement changed. Owing bto their economic position and their pec—

" uliar psychology, the Young Workers are more susceptille to ‘Oommun—
: ist ideas, and, in the struggle, display a greater revolutionary en—
uzthuéiasm than the adult Workere;'but the role of vanguard in the forr
"of"independent political actioﬁ aﬁd ﬁoliticél'léadership has been
taken over by the Communist Party. The existence of the Young Com—
muniet organizations aé poiitidally‘independent and leading organiz—-
ations, must lead to the existence of two competing Communist Parties
which will be distinguished.oniy by the ages of their members,

| 4., The functions of the Young Communist organizations at the

present time consist in organizing the masses of young workers and
drawing them into the Oommunist fighting front, The time has passed
‘when the Young Oommuniét'Orgahizations could Tremain numeriocelly small
propaganda organizations., Ag & hethod of winning the broad masses
of young workers we must consider new methods of agitation and the
introduction of a ieadership of econamic struggles,

In accordance Wwith its past, the Young Communist Organizations
nust extend and increase their-educational work, The basis of Com-

munist education in the Young Communi'st movement is the active
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partioipation in all revolutionary struggles, élose;y bound with
the teaching of Marxism,

A further 1mportant task of the Young Oommunist orgenizations
in the immediate future is the breaking up of the Centrist and
Sociai-Democratic ideology among the young workers, and the removal
of the latter from thé influen@e and leadership of the Social-Denm—
ocrats, At the same tiﬁq the Young Communist oiganizations nust
do e&erything in the development of the mass movemeﬁt, to rejuvenate,
the movement by giving up its older members to the Uommmnist Parties,

- The fundamental difference Eefween the Young Corwmnist organiz-
ations and the young oentrist dnd social—~demooratic organizétions
lies in their participation in all political problems; in the work
and construction of Oonmunist parties, and in the active partic1p~
ation in revolutionary struggle, o

5, The relations betﬁeen the Young Oémmunist organizations
and the Oomrunist Party are fundamentally differeht to those of the
Tevolutionary Kbung Socialist organlzations and the 8ocial-Dermocrat—
ic Parties., 1In the general struggle for the realization of prol-
etarlian revolution, it is necessary to_have_the‘greatest possible
unity ond the strongest centralizdtion. The political 1eadefship
internationally aan only be conducted by the Oonrmunist International;
and nationally by the various national sections. The duty of the
Young Communist organizations is to submit to this‘political lead—
ership (prbgramme, tactics and politiocal diiections), and to join
the general revolutionary front. In view of thé varying stages of
revolutionary development of the Gommunist parties in various count-
tries it is necessary that the application of this principlé in ex-
ceptional 6ases be determined by fhe Executive Committees of the
Communist International and the Young Comrmunist International, in
accordance with the special circumstonces 6f the case., The rela-—

tion af the Young Comrmunist orsanizations. which have orcanized



their ranks on the basis of the strictest ventralization, to the Jor
) nunist Party, the bearer and the leader of the proletarimn revel-
ution, will be that of iron disotpline. The Young Oomrmnist. organ—
izations within their own organization, umust concern. themselves
Witplall questions qf)pqlicy_and{taotios, and also take up o posit-
:ibn Wifh';egqrd tqithe:memunist Party, in their respeotive countries
but né?er to oppose the'accqpted‘resbiutions of the Party. In the
Veventlof a. serious difference of opinion between the.Cournnist Par-

| ﬁy‘ahd>the Young forrmunist orgenizatlons, the latter mny take ad-
véntage of their right. to appeal to the Jorrmnist International, THe
tesk of this ppliticel depdndence in no way implies the abendonuent

, of its organizational indeﬁeﬁdence; which- on educational grounds
cannot be pernitted, i \

6. One of the immediate and most importont tasks of Young Oom
‘munisf oigap;éétions isu;o nake a olean sweep of the rermants of
'the 1deology of politioal leadership left over from the period of
dbsolute'agtonqmy. The Young Oommqnist press, and the orgaﬁizations
| ds a wholé, rmust be employed for the purpose of .instilling into the
ninds of the Young Comrmunists the consciousness of being soldiers
end reSponsible‘pcmbers‘of a Comrmnist Party..

The Young‘Communist orgenizations nmust devote the greatest poe-
sible attenﬁqn, tine end effort to this task, at the period when it
is beginning to win over large sections of the young workers for the
rnass novenent, o

7. The close politiccl co-operation of the Young Corrmnist
orgonizations with the Oommunist Party st be expressed in close
organizationgl bonds between the two orgnnizations, - It is essential
tg hove permanent nmutual representations of the orgmanizations at the
APaxty headquarters, distrioct and local organizations, dowm to the

lowest unit of the COorrmnist groups in the factories, in the Trade
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Unions, as well as rmtual representation at all oonferences and con-—
gresses, In this manner it will be possible for the Oomrmunist Party
to have a lasting influence on the political polidy and aotivity of
the young organizations, and to help the Young Oommunist organiz-—
atuons; the latter on the other hand will be able to influence the
Party,

8. The relations between the Comrmunist International and the
Communist parties .still more closely determine the relations between
the Young Comrunist International and the Comrmnist International,
The funotions of the Young Oomrmnist International consists of the
centralized leadership of the Young Comrmnist Movement to support
and advance the various leagues by morcl and material nmeans, to
create Young COonrunist organizations where these do not exist, and
to conduct propagande for the Young Oommunist International, The
Young Oommunisf International is a section of the Oomrmunist Inter—
national, and as such, subnits to %he decisions of the Congresses
of the Communist International ~nd the Executive Comnmittee. Within
these limits it conducts its work and acts as the agent of the pol-
itical will of the Oommunist International in all its actions. By
neans of a strong mutual delegation end close lasting co—operation,
the permanent control of the Oormrmunist International and the fruitful
labor of the Young Comrmnist International in all spheres of activity
(leadership, agitation, organization, strengthening and supporting
the Comrmnist Organizations) will be guaranteed, -

TrTIITITL

(Thesis adopted at the Third World Oongress of the Oomrmunist Inter—
national———-June 32nd-July 12th, 1921)



