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. PROBLEMS OF THE SOOIALIST YOUTH MOVEMENT

I. Histgiy of the Socialist Youth Movement (From its origins to
1919). '

The'Socialist youth movemént is a product of the era of capital—-
ist imperialism. In the 1880's, 1890's the 'social democratic parties
and trade un;bne began to organize youné people to counteract the wid-
sﬁread nilitarisation of the yoﬁth and the use of the army against
workers in strikes and deﬁonstiations; and to win the youth for soc—
ialism, | | |

In Beigigm, for example, thezfdung Guards arose during the strik:
wave of 1885~8 (affecting'pafticulariy thé miners) when the army was
enployed as a strikébreéking instrument. Fér years later the youth
league was almost’exclusiVély an anti-militarist (BSocialist) organiz-
ation, 3

In othef countries however, the original impetus for the youth
league was eitherlfhe économié conditions of the young workers (ap-
ptentices above ﬁil) as in Auétria (Young Workers' League of Austria);
or the need for general éoc;élist'education of the young people, as
in the Unitéd States (1907)."In‘ali cases the youth league was con-
trolled by the reépeotive party; by local party bodies or by the nat-
ional committee of the pérty. In the later case, a more or less cen-
tralized national youth league existed enjoying a great deal of aut-
ogomy (Belgium, Holland; I;aly);

The (Second) Soclalist International (formed in 1889] on several
occassions urged the organization of young people by the national pe
‘ies. (See, for'example, the anti-militarist resolution of the 1900
congress.) Through the efforts of left wing Socialists, the first ir
tgrnétionalvsooialiat youth conference was held at Stugfgart on Augus
24 to 26, 1907, This reflected the new spirit and influence of the
revolutionary Socialists folloﬁing the Russian Revolution of 1905,

On the wgve of the militant spirit, the 'International Union of Social
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ist Youth Organizationn’ was founded at the Btuttgart Oongesss, Del-

egates inoluded’ youth and adult comrades. Henrietta RolandrHolst
(Holland), Henri de lan (Belgium) and Karl Liebknecht (Germany) werse
the leading figures, They had been the organizers of the youth leagus.:
in t£3,333P9951$3 countries. As left wing Socialists they appfeciateﬁ’
the'importancg,of,ant;~militarist work and the youth movement,

At Btuttgart there were twenty delegates representing eleven )
leagugé (93,000 membe:s}: ggrmapy,«Belgium,lﬂolland; Austria, Italy, |
&paiﬁ, Bohemia, Switzerland, Hungary., Reports and resolutions were
adopted on militarism, socialist-education and cultural work and on
~the eoonomio oonditions of the:young workers, ‘The ‘militant anti-wer

resolution adopted by ‘the :8ucialist International in the same city
‘prior to the youth conference set:the tone for the' latter's poéition.
| An international bureau of five, including Roland-Holset, De¢ Han‘dnd
Liebknecht (and one from Sweden and one from Austria) was elected,

However, the defeat of the Russian Revolution end the ensulng ebb

of the wave of militanoy in Western Europe, lead to & set-back of the

lgft~wing and youth movements, In.éermany in 1908, the Oongess of the
| Social Democratic Party dissolved the.North German, South German and
local youth organizations,  Special party obmmittée; were orgaﬁiZed
to oarry on work aneng the youth; .-+ The party leadership estab~
lished e "Oentral Oommittee of the Working. Youth of Germany ’

The right-wing Social Demoorate fedred particularly the anti-
militarist work of the youth league. Thelr policies were based on a
legal and parliamentery struggle for socialism; militant anti-milit-
arist work led to difficulties with the police and the courts. They
therefore deaired the maximum and the most direct control of the youtl
to confine their activities to general socialist education and cul-
tural and sports activities, 8imilar steps were taken in Austria and

Holland.
The Becond Oongress of the socialist youth international was held
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at Basle. (Nov. 25, 1912), The decisions were primarily a reiteratior

of the first Oongess resolutions, The Italian delegates urged the st™

engthening of the international Socialist youth organization, while

Karl Dannenburg (Lustria), international youth secretary, proposed
complete subordination of the international buro to the executive
comnittee of the Bocialist International., (The election of the buro
by the latter). Action on the proposals was tabled.

. In early 1914, the youth international had 15 organizations with
a membership of 170,000, When the World War broke out the correspond-
ing edult body collapsed. The decieive national parties supported the
imperialist war, The executive ebmmittées-of.varioua~1eagues (Germany,
Austria, France) also became sdoial-patriotic,¥he Italian Leegue, to—
gether with the Scandanavian and Swiss) initiated the first Socialist
Youth conference since the outbreak of war, The Berne youth confer—
ence took place April, 1915, with the participation of sixteen dele-
gates from ten countries representing leagues, oppositions and left-
wing parties (Poland ‘and Russia)., The youth delegates claimed a: tot-
al membership of 33,000, (Italy, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Holland,
Switzerland, Bulgaria, Germany). The resolutions were clearly inter—
nationalist in character, Social-patriotism was denounced; the adult
and young workers were called upon to continue the olass struggle dur-
ing and sgainst the waxr for socialisﬁ. October 3, 1915 was designated
as the first International Youth Day for demonstration against imper-
ialist war and for socialism, A new buro was eleeted, with Willi Mun—
zenburg as secretary, The buro published the "International of Youth"
and participated in the left wing Socialist conferences at Zimmerwald,
Sept. 1915, and Kienthal, April 1916,

The Berne conference resolutions did not call for a complete or-
ganizatlonal break with the social-patriotic Second International and

in general reIlected the hesitancy of the left-wing novement., It was
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not until the Russian Revolution of Nov, 1917 that the oonception c*
the Third International as an 1mmod1ate need was aocepted oitside tae
Rnsniun Bolahevik Party. In Ootcber, 1918, the All-Russian Young
Oommunist League was organized. (Prior to the Revolution there wac .
no separate socialiet youth .organization.) On March 3 to 6th, 1919
the Third International was founded at Moscow,: Several youth leagues
affiliated tq the International, . S

On November 20 to 38%h, 1919; the Ybung Oommuniet . International
was established in Berlin, 1Its decisiong were in general agreement
with the line of the Oommunist International.  In its program, however,
the Oongress considered the tasks of the leagues on an oquaqund par-
.alle]l basis as thspe of the parties,

It ie not strange that this view was strongly supported by all
the non-Russien delegaes, During and immediately following the' war,
the leagues were in reality "youth parties", that is, small organizat-
ions of the most consoious youth who in practise were in the leader-
ship of militant and revolutionary actions (jointly with their party
... comrades). ®pecial youth needs and forms of work were completely sub—
- ordinated to the more immediate prohlems of the working olass struggle
for power,

Also, the revolutionary youth lought to .avoid the fatal exper-
iences of the pre-war days when the party leadership controlled and
stifled the youth leagues, This conflict over %he relation of the
party and the league was not settled even formally until the Second
.Oongress of the Y.0.l., 1921 adopted the position established by the
Third Oongress of the Oomintern (1931) which made the national league
politiocally subordinate to the respective party, while organiztionall;

autonomous,  -. . ¢ . - e EE O S
Bibliggraphy (There is no comprehensive history of the Secialist

Youth movement in Englisgh, Theie arg.aeveral histories in German,
' ‘ over
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notably, Schuller!s History of the Youth Hovement, Other material
can be found in magazines, "The International of Youth" and in "Youay
Spartious"), -

Earl Liejknecht  "Milftarism and Anti-Militarisn"

(secqnd seotion)

A Short History of the Young Gommunist League (1928) §O¥tt§f
| rint),
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II. THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL (1919+1938)

On November 1at,'1920. e Russian Young Oemrunist Leagum pro-
posed to the E;ecutiv&,@ommittee of the Y.C,Ii a change in the re=
lation between the youth leagues and the parties, The proposal call=
ed for the politiéal.subordinﬁgion of each national league to the
respective party organiéation;_while each league would retain its
"organizational independence®. In other words, the party in each
country would determine the general politics of the entire comrmuniet

' novenent, its strategy and tactics ¢ in agreement with the line and
leadership of the Oommunisp,Interngtipnal - and the yough leagues
would be guided by these decisions, On the other hand, the party
could not interfere in the internal organizational problems of the
youth league excépt in advisory capacity. 'More precisely therefore
the youwh league would enjoy organizational autonony,

However, the Executive Qormittee of the Y.0.I., did not agree wit
this proposal. It held to the view of the independence of the leag-
ues and the cooperation on & besis of equality between each party

: and league ., S |
The Becond Congress of the Y.0.I, was to resolve the dispute,

The motion of the Russiam Y.C.L. to hold the Oongress in HMoscow was
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defeated in favor of Jena, Germany. The Congress opened in the 1her
égﬁipril 6th, 19311and noved for're§sons of illegaiity (on April 10th)
to'Berlip. The resolution on fhe political situation adopted by
the Oongress revealed that the differences on the oréénizational
question hadvotherquliticalrrodts: the najority suppdrted Tthe
theoTy of the revolutionery offensive" which held that despite the
defeats of the workers in 1918-1930 and the renewed offensive of
capital, no partial retrecats were necessary ih the struggle for atate)
s power; the working classvhad,tq cantinue frontal, direoct attacks
against the capitalist governmgnts., * Thie theory was defended by
Brandler, Bela Kun, Bukbarin and othera. at,the.Third.Oongress of the
Gommunistjlnterqa$10nal.?~Len1n‘and”Trct§Ki were known opponents of
this schenatic GOﬁcéptrbn-of'the "pernanent revolution”,

On the advice of the Executive Oormittee of the Oomintern, the
¥.0.I. Oongress "ocontinued" in Mosoow from June 9th to the 33rd,
innediately preceding the Third Congréss of the Oonintern. - The
latter almost split over the "theory of the revolutionaiy offensive'
when the majority apveared to ﬁe in' couplete agreement with it,
Lenin and Trotsky, who recogmized the need for winning a decisive
najority of the workers in the various couhtries before a direct bid
for power could be made by}the vanguard and urged the struggle for
partial, inmediate demands as a mneans towaids this end, finally
succeeded in winning the delegates ﬁo their views, The Third Oon-
gress issued the siogan: *To the nasses" as a sunmary of the im-
mediate tasks of the coumunist parties, ' .
| It also adopted theses on "The Communist International and
the Young Oonrmnist Movenent" which had been worked out in consul-

* tations between the Bolshevik Party and Y.0.I, leaders during the
Y,0.I. Congress, These theses, whose line had been accepted by the

Y.0.I. Congress, contain the baslc conceptions of the early
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corrmnist noverient on the character of the revolutibnary youth
noveilent nnd the principles of the youth rovement for the Fourth
Internntionel today. (Resolution npnended)

The trensfornation of the small youth lengues into nass organ-—
izations of young workers ond students, lnrger thgn the partics, was
never acinieved outside the Soviet Union. The progress of the
lenguen netessnarily wero depondant on_thc growth of the parties and
the special ﬁttention prid to the youth lengucs by the parties, 1In
the brief period from tho Third Congress to Lenin!s denth the problon
of theAparty iteelf, its clenentary organizotion, strategy and
- trotics, overshadowed-the problems of the youth., The internal
difficulties in the commmnist parties = with curronts in thc pnrties
who had not ~ns yot broken politienlly with centrism as well as the
more;radicai,‘ultrarleft elements who rojcoted the struggle for
partiol demands - hamperced tho developrient of nass young connunist
lomgues..

At the Third Gongress of the ¥:0,I., Deccmber 4th to tho 13th,
1923(at the time of the Fourth Oongress of the Oonintorn) little
progress could be recordcd in the growth of the lc~gues. As cgeinst
600,000 claimed nt the previous Oongross, it wns now reported that
. the Y.C.I. h(d 750,000 ienbers, prinarily » result of the incrense
of the RuSQian lerguc 38 YCL sections as rgninst 36 at the previous
Congrcss. While sone of the lehguea had been engnged in econonic
notivities of the young workers and anti~milit~rist work the rcsolu-
tions record: "Anti-nilitarist work has prnctically rennined str=
tionary", "Educntion work was linited mostly to the members", "The
Young Corxwunist Lenguen hnve not yet becoric nass orgnnizations...".

The Congress adopted o draft progren for the Y.0.I,, a progran

of ccononic dem~nds for young workers "up to 18 yenrs of sge", and
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an organization resolution which established the "shop nucleus? (and '
the student nucleus) as the basic form of organization of the
leagues. BShop nuclei or groups in a given neighborhood were to be
united in branches, . Those not employed in factories or erployed

in a facto¥?Z€gsufficient YCLers existed for a nucleus) were to be-
long. directly to the branch. This form of orgenization, based on
the Russian Y.0.L, and C.P., was accepted in theory by all the lea—
gues but never actually formed the basis of the non—-Russian orgeani-
zations, o _ | ‘ ' v

Fron late 1933 to the present time the Young Corrmunist Leagues
were utilized as factional pawns in the Comrmunist International,
first by Zinoviev and S8talin againstv"Trotskyism“ and ﬁhen by Stalin
- against Zinoviev and Trotsky. _

In late 1923, Leon Trotsky in his "New Course" wrote:

"It is wholely inadequate'that the youth shoﬁld repeaf our
formules, it is necessery that the youth should take the rcvolutlon—
ary forimlaes fighting, transform them into flesh and blqod,
work out for thenselves, their own‘opinion,-their own personality,

- and be able to fight for their own opinifn wita that courage which
cornes from sincere conviction and independence of character, Pase .
sive obediance, mechanical drill, characterless, obsequiousness,
careerisn - away with these things frou the partyl" F _

Trotsky was accused of "pitting the youth against the 0ld
‘Bolsheviks", Young workers who accepted Trotsky‘s adyice (or'his
political criticisms of the ruling regine) were treated as opponentrs
of Bolshevisn and later expelled from the Y;G.Lr’s (in Russin, the
treatnent was far more severe). .

- On July 13th to the 35th 1924 the Fourth Congress of the
Y.C.I. opened up the international caupaign for "Bolsheviration®

(sinultaneous with the campaign of the Fifth Congress of, the Oonin—

ALY - . .
. - \
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tern), The YOL in every country ﬁns nade the tobl of @he doninant
faction in the party in the'struggie egainat "Trotskyisn" or alieged
"Trptskyitéa“. Oritical education of the young corrunists becane
impossible: factional obedis nce "‘nd 1??91-‘17}', were the tests of youth
leaders, who in turn transnﬁtféd thesevtraits to the ronks,

. An outstnndinglleadcr of the Third Gongross of the Y.C.I., a
follower of Zinoviev, Vuyo Vuyovitch was reuoved from the inter-
national leadership and later expelied and exiled to 8iberia beocnuse
of his support to the United Opposition of Tfoteky and Zinovigv,

- At the Fifth Oongress of the Y.Q.I.,lﬂﬁguét 30th to Bepteomber
18th 1938 (following the 8ixth Oongrééé of the Conintern) the old
forrmuleseon the character of the YOL were‘fepcnted.in,resolutionﬁ and
in the progran: Trotskyism was conderned and 8Stalinisn endorsed.

No real progress could be noted in the deVélOpnent of the strength
or influence of the leagucs. M _“‘ | |

It was only durihg the nost reacfioﬁgfy'period of the COormunist
International that the Youngncommunist Leagués:grew in strength and
influence - in the interests of soocirl patriotism-and rerction,

The Peoples Front course in France led to the giowth of the French
~ Y.,0.L. with its slogan of the "Front of the Younger Generation" and
unity of all French youth 1r195peépeétive of dlass oharacter,

The 8Sixth Congress of the Y.O.I.,'October, 1935 (following the
Seventh Congress of the Comintern) generalized the experiences of
‘the French leagué, called for‘orgénizations of the "Front of the
Younger Generation" in each country and the férmatioh of "United
Youth Leagues" which would not have é'programﬁatio position on the
roed to power or be affiliated to any party, The latter slogan
was connected with thc proposel for orgenic unity with the Young
3ocinlist Internntional and the young socialist 1engﬁes. These

poliocies marked the formal abandonnent of the enrlier conceptions
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of the youtlL noveuent .

In Spain such unity was nchieved; numericnlly the rovenent
grew ~t the expense of the destruction of the revolutionary poli--
tics ~nd nilitant ~ctivity of the former Young Sobiglist‘League.

In Belgiunm unity wos also achieved;‘heré, cue to thefoppqsition
of the Belgian Labor Party anc the wenknéss of the Gommﬁnist
Party, little growth has tnken pnlace; but here also the ieftward
_'develgpnent of the Socialist Young Guards was stultified. ﬁost
.recently the lenders of the Belgian Labor Prrty dedided that
"neribers of the Young Guerds could not be‘members of any otaer
part& (except the B.L.PP,..The“young Stalinists, at the behest of
the executive cormittee of the Belgian Qorrmunist Perty," rcsigned"
fron the 0.P., b.

In the United Sfates also, the Young Corwuni st Léague has
increased 1ts nerbership, In 1928 it hed cbout 3,500 menbers;
toGay it claius 10,000, Its influence, porticularly anong the
lower niddle class, through its work in the Ameriéan Youth Congress
and the YMCA angxggg undoubtedly increased, It is éignificant that
its work in the‘NeW York settlement houses is nengre compeared to
se#eral years ago; in the'trade_unions, its influénce - apart fron
that of the Conrmnist Party's~— is likewise neagre, Its.férmer ‘
anti-niliterist vork is now replaced by its virulent pro-wor propa-~
ggnda, which in its present férm 1938 is 1eés popular =nong the
lover niddle class youth than its‘propagnnda of a.year of two ago.

Howevér, the growth of the Y.C.Ls still.lagsAfar behind the in-
crense in nenbership and influence of the.communist porties,
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