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EISTORY OF THE INTERNATIGJAL LIARKIST YOUTH LOVEMENT

PART I
FROM ITS ORIGIN TO 1919

—— —————

A+ IIPETUS

In early capitalist and precapitalist society, the youth
played a negligable role which was for the most part confined to the guilds.
The increasingly important role of the youth reached its height with
the development of the imperialist stage of capitalism which provided a
broader economic base for incrcasing the economic role of the young worker
and thercby increasing manifold thc role played by the youth in the class
st rugzles While in the national rcevolutions of Europe from the beginning
of the 19th Century upwards, the youth in largc numbers played a significant
role, its real participation in class events as an organizcd force was
postponed until the closo of the century and the opening of the twentieth,

The growth of invention and industry brought with it structural
changes in the ecconomic order, simmltancously changing the role of youth
in society. The factory system created cntircly new conditionsy youth
entered industry in vast numbers. With this occurrence came the diminvt ion
in importancc of thc apprentice character of youth labor, and its final
liquidation as a decisive problem.

Despite the wrong attitude of the Social Democratic Parties
towards the youta, the very cxistence of an intcrnational organization
of the working class proved an important influence in the organization
of the youth,.

1, ANTI-MILITARISH

A number of early youth movements found an impetus for their
developement on the basis of anti- militarist activity. This was true
of the following:

Jeuncs Gardes (Young Guards) of Belguime.... ...s.1886
Holland Socialist Youth ceeececsoccecscocscceees 1885
Socialist Youth Leazuc of S7Cd€Nescsvces-.c00e.000.1895
SOCialiSt Youth of SWitzerland....-.......o.....,.lQOO
Italian Socialist Youth Fedcration....eeevceceesss1901
Social Democratic Youth League of NOITaYesesoeoses 1902
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2. ORGANIZATIONS OF ECONOMIC STRUGGLE

The exceptional conditions of exploitation was the impotus for °
the formation of the following youth organizationsg

Young Workers League of Austrifes..coveee.000000 1894
Fedoration of Frce Youth Leagucs of

Northorn QOIMANY ses-.00000000ec00sbseonsscnnsse 1904
3+ EDUCATION

Tho growing nced to educate youth for socialism rosulted
in the formation of the following groupsi

‘Soclalist Youth of Spalfnsccessesansssssec-cene 1903
Young Workers Leagues of South Gormany eecsoce 1904

' Youth organizationg wero then orgmmnized 4n Hungary and
Denmark (1905) Finland (1908) and the United States (1907)

il

B. PARTY - YOUTH RELATIONS .

The youth organizations eame into being as a result of the
initiative of the youth themselves, aided by tho support of the
revolutionary eloments of the Social Democracye. They received the bulk
of their support from the left-wing , while officially the parties remnined
sither passive or in direct opposition to the youth orgonizations and
their activitios.

The role and activities of tho youth organization woro becoming
a point of dispute in the Second Intornational which rose in sharp form
at its Btuttgart conferoneo and tho post~ Stuttgart period. This struggloe
was not solved until tho formation of the Oommunist International. As on
all questions of a fundemental character, so on the quostion of the youth,
the struggle betweon the rovolutionary and reformist wings of the §ocond
Intornational was extremely bittors Tho loft-wing contonded that the
youth organizations musgt essentially be organigations of struggle in the
goneral field of politics and especially in tho sphore of anti-militarist
work, not neglecting, of course, thc economic struggles of $he young -
workerse The reformist wing tried to 1limit the activity of the youth
organization around the rights of apprentices, economic struggles under
the immediate supervision and direction of the Social Democratic tradeo
unions, and to concentrate upon general edusation and cultural work,
The reformists wished to rolegate the youth to tho background, and thus
liquidate tho whole problome.

It becomes quite clear thon why tho Austrian and North German
organigation mirrorod the roformist social-domocracy and were vastly
difforent than tho militant youth organiszationsg elsowhero. Meny factors
acted in favor, howevor, of the left wing forces in tho youth movement .
It was less woighted down by tho parliamentary actions and tradition of
the Social Democracy, was more receptive to tho thoories of Marxism,
and hence, was more militant,
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The left-wing forces in the pParties wore the first to recognize
the roleo of the youth in the class struggle and immediately wisked to
lend it support and holp it in its work. Jmong the first wne Favl 1. Jeranocht*
The issue of militarism was the first over wkich ho raised hiyg veveeT T
At the internmational congresses of the Socinl Demoeracy ie Paris,\8%0
and Amsterdom, 1904 the onostions were raised ficm the peint of wiew of
aduls aid to thn youth end for the construction of an international yovih
organimation. Guoch decisiens wore adopted through the insistence of Karl
Liebmeckt . bivt thoy were oaly paper decisions and mide oaly for the rccorde
The gocial~ Lomocracy, except for tho left wing, really dian*t intond to

carry them oute
C« THE YOUNG GIIARI)- A LOTEL

The activitlcs of the Belglan Young Guard, by far the most
important organizatior nt this stage, stands ou*t during thisg period.
A good rany of it: activities remain ag modecls for the present day
organizasions., ., The Ycung Guards was founded in 1886 duving an acute
industrial crisis. The strike wove effecting partréwlarly the nminers
wag mc% with the interventien of tho strike breaking army and the shooting
down of strikers. In the face of thie clase strugsie background, the
youth ',;ot’gamization becane almost entirelj enti-militariste.

The Young Guard isruod two papers "Le Conscript® (Tho Recruit)
and "Le Caserne" (The Barrack), in the French and Flomish langunges.
By 1907, the papers had a circulation of 100,000 copiege .

In 1889 a national federation was formed. The movament now
held regular anti-militarist demonstrations followed by mass meetingg.
protracted activity at the barracks and ariong tho recruits, with astounding
results, led to the atterpts at suppression by the govermment. In 1911,
Lenin referred to the Belgian youth organization as an exazple and nodol
for anti-militarist activity. _

. The activity of the Belgian orgagization and the splondid
traditions associated with it, had a sharp influence upon the othor youth
organizations., The Ital. 2 youth in particular, approxinatdéd tho activities
of the Belgian orgenization and was destincd to play a most important
role in later years. Tho Fronch youth likewise enbarked on a course of
ant j~militarist activity. With the threat of imr between Norway and Sweden
in 1903, the gwedish youth a.dopted. an anti-war resolution and entered this
field of work also.

De THE STUITGART CONFZHENCE | .

For sonme time now, thoro existed a numbor of individyal national
youth organizations without international conncctions or forme. Such a
-condition could not last long « The international character of the class
st ruggle made it imperative to construct an internntional organization of
the youth as woll as off the Partye.

The Union of Youth Workers of South Germany, at its congross
in SGpt. 30,1906 went on recuri in favor of an internatiarnl youth organiz-

-~y -’-.a“ M e

¥ See Appendix for short biography of Karl Liebkmecht
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-atione From this decision a provisional international comnittee composed
of Earl Liebknecht (Germany) and De Mon (Belguim} was established. Mais
‘comnittee was the organizer of the Stutiger: Cenference, the firgt /
internatioral ycuth gatbhering, held on August 24-26.1907 immediately
followirg the congress of the social democracy at Stuttgart cermany.

1, Mfomction of An Tnicrnational Youth Ofganization

F¥ollowing the opgning report of Deilan, €he comference decided to
establish an internntjonnl yocth organization and wewbed it 7 The
Interdational Union of $ucialis% Youth Organizatinis*. The first ‘ntornational
burecu wWw0se geat Was in Vienna was composed- of five members: 1:ebknccht
( Germany) ,De Mou {Belguim), Widarslky (#ustria) , Hedler (Sweden), and
Rolani Holst «Holland)» De Han was elected intcrpational secretary,
but in the carly part of 1903 hc wns replaced by Robert Pannemberg, a
follower of the reforaist Austrian orgonization. Phe name of the
international was soen shortened to "Socialist Youth Intornationalf,

2e Resolution on War

The conference was divided on the major issues into revolutionary
and reformist wings, with the former predominatinge. thile at Social
Denocratic Congress the revolutienary resolution on the war was more
or less a concession to the left-wing on the part of the growing centrisgt
tendency, in the youth movement, the reformist influ ences were in a
distinct minoritye. A

The resolution of the party congress proposed by Lenin,Luxemburg,
and Martov gave the lead to the youth conference. Tho resolution is
very clear in expressing the idea of a struggle against war through
revolutionary activity; and if failing in this, provention of war, to
utilise such methods that would turn the imporialist war into a civil
war rosulting in the destrction of capitalisms The loader in the fight
for this view-point at the youth conforonce was Karl Licbkmecht.' He made
the roport ' on "The Struggle Against jiilitarisi®e On the basis of the
report he wrote his famous MMilitarisn and Anti-l{ilitarisnt for which he
was sentenced to prison for one and a half yearse The roport which was
intended for public consuntion had to be corpiled in a carcful manner, for
already the indictnent of Liebknecht for high trcason had begun, (Hence
the conference was closed to outsiders).

3¢ Resolution On Education

The second rain question around the discussion of "Soeialist
Education and Cultural Work", sms reported on by Roland-Holst. On this
issue also there was expressed in sharp formn tho diffcrences betweon
the revolutionary and reformist clenontdé. The conforence correctly decided
that socialist education could not be non~political or divorced from the
class struggle itself. Goneral education, separate and apart from tho
class struggle was the point advocated by the roeformist oleronts of the
Social Democracy who tried to prevent the youth fronm an active participation
in the class struggle. Since there were many » legal restrictions on
the German pParty, they wished to permit the youth to act according to
the laws of the land but opposed their extra-lezal worke The conferonce,
nevertheless, adopted a line of struggle (a) against nilitarien,

(b) against alchoBolisn; (c) and the econonic strugglce
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While in esgence adopting a correct position, tho conforence,
seenmingly ag'a concession to the right-wing, pitted the relation s
between education and act:.vity by statlng thet the ‘educat ion ot the youth
should predominate over participation in the class stiuggle. This
falge conception of theory and rractice was finally corrected by the
Young Communist International ard in the day to day 1ife of the ‘
Socialist Youth Internatioml.

4. Economic Position Of Youth

The final .poiut of the conference , the ¥E¥-ononic Position
of the Apprentices and the Young mrkera % %as ropoctcd ou bv Alpari,
The report went beyond the refomist concoptions of Sannénberg and
the Austrian orgar.ization i.c, of proteﬁ cormigsions with the ain
of reform purc and simplet "Alpari strossed the need of tho moin
concentration upon large scale industries. Up until that tine only
the Austrian, Hungarian, lorth Ger-vn and soctions ¢f the Scvth German
organizations had uuerned themselyes with this fleld of werk. Alpari
also-favored the establisr.ncnt of "defense cornission® for the apprertices,
whoge task it would be to watch against excesses in Oxp.:.Oitatlon of the
apprenticeh

On the whole , the Stuttgart Conforence adoptcd a good program
of struggle, in spite of the efforts of tho Social Domocracy to
prevent this. In view of the entirc situat;lon, thore we a great decal of
unclarity at the conferonco. stin the main lino was a revolutionary
Marxian approach 40 problemises The mojor aim of the conferonce was the
‘strugglo against war and mlitariam in:the sp:.rlt of Lioblmecht ‘and in
1line with the proposals of Lenin and Luxem‘ourg. ag adoptod at the
Social Democratic COngress held also a.t stuttgart. o

E. THE WAVE OF REWOHLIS»I AND THE YOUTE

The upward growth of irperialism brought with it a corresponding
growth of the right-wing clements; it created a world aristocracy of
labor in the ranks of the workers movement. The defeat of the Buesian' -
Revolution in 1905 was also an important factor in tho cnsuing obb of |
the youth novements Reformist leaderships dominnted riost of the Pa.rtiés
of the Second International. The "History of the Y.C.I." descrites

this period,"Alasl The declarations of the Stuttgart Congress werc not
carried oute From 1907 on, first in Germany and then in the najority of
European countries, Social Democratic parties and trado unions vwho had
no relations with the organizations of the union of youth, and in riany
cases (Austria and §witzerland) had persecuted theme suddenly devcloped
a strong effection towards tinexperienced youth! and rcsolved to direct
them on the tright roadte First Schultz, and after hin othor apostlcs
of opportunism, frightened by the revolutionary spirit of the independent
organization~ proclaimed a liberal-tpedagogical! principles ' The youth
must not mix in politicsl!e Then in the interests of Social Dpemocracy,
Anarchisnm was discovered arong the youth and as a result a theorctical
transformation of the young proletarians into helpless children~ was
formulated, the idea of dissolving the Independent Unions of Youth and
setting up Cormittees of Youth, composed of represontatives of partics
and trade unions."
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This reformist attitude was accompanied by governmental
repressions universally, out nainly ir Germany, In 1907 , the German
governnment issued a docree which forbade youth from belonging to political
organizations or from attending political meetings. This decree was
enforced by the government with the aid of bayonets, whips and prisone
lLiebknecht was already scntonced. Various youth sections answored thege
. repressions by intensifying their activity.

Added to this, the refornist wing of the German Social Denocracy
began to take action against the youth organizations which had until
then functioned autonoriouslye In 1908, at the Hanburg Conference of the

Trade Unions, Legion declared in the name of tho social democratic trade
unions that a separate youth orzanigzation was a “nistalen (false) :
undertaking:"® In spite of the protests of the youth, tho German party
at its congress in September 1908 at Nurcnburg proceecded to liquidate the
North Gernen, South German and local :youth érgatipatfonge In.its plypce ,
it insituted cornissions of party district cormitteos to carry forth
agitation and education for the youths .In spitec of the struggle of .
Liebkmochtts group, they could not prcvent the carrying through of these
decisionse On Jomuary lst,1909, the Partyts Contral Corxiittee « of
the Working Youth of Germany issued a paper “.#PNo Working Youth? in placa
of the militant ®Young Guard®, The head of tho comritteco was nono other
than Fritz Ebort, the; first Prosidont of the German Republice

The activity of tho youth organizations, now completely doninnted
by the Party and trade unions becane colorless units of a petty-bourgeols
characters Bducation was the chief feature of those groups, but this
educatioh was non~political. The groups played games, held social
gatherings, otes IB Austria a .sinmilar doveloperient toolk placo, fwhile
the youth naintained thoir separate existonce horeo, it was nothing less
than a formal orga.nizat fon indulging purely in sports and playe. :

Holland saw the same occurrence cnacted as that 'begu.n in Gemany.
In 1910, a split occurrod between the revolutionary and reformist olenents,
The reformists established an organization sinilar to that of the German,
celled "rhe Central Cormittee of the Working Youth of Holland.® In
France too, the youth were placed under the direct control of the Partye.
Soon this process was followed in Bohomia, Rumania, Bulgana Finland,
Dennark, and. Amrica.

This developenent naturally did’not take place everywhere with
such ease and thoroughness, The youth organizations of Italy, Sweden,
Norway and Switzerland, successfully resisted the effort to destroy
their organizations. The Jtalian youth movenent,in particular, played a
leading role in this strugzle against roformisn and for the continuation
of a revolutionary struggle against cap:ltalian.

The Italian organization enjoyed a period of trenendous growth,
activity and education, Forenost in its activity was anti-nilitarist work
in which respect it mirrcrod the Belgian Young Guardse Through propangand-
izing the soldiers via its illegal arry groups and its press, the novenent .
cane into conflict with the opportunist Party leadership. Following
the strugzle against the lrperialist venture of Italy in Tripoli, the
youth organization cane into open struggle with the Party regine.
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In 1909, the Central Committee of the youth adopted a resolution against
the Party regime for its opportunism and reasserted its revolutionary
pésition on the question of war and militarisme In this resolution a
‘call was raised for a second international youth conference and proposed
that this conference institue a practical program for international action
against ware. As the struggle ensued, the Party in 1912 led by the reformist
wing proposed liquidation of the youth .. movement in the manner of the
German Social-Democracy. This propousal brought matters to a head and in
this struggle the opportunist leadership lost control of the Party to the
left winge '

The Swedish and Norwegian youth organizations were . xtremely
active inthe Party in the struggle against opportunism; thereby it played
a leading role ir the Parly itsolf, Following the general strike of 1908,
the cléavage betwesn the youth and the Party sharpeued, so that the
left w'ng isruel their own napor.!Stormklockeni ., Her@, the fight in the
Swedisn organization ae such that workers beyond the age of wyouth
entered tiue youth organizetion vwhere they could combine with the militantse
In time, the relations between the Party and youth imrpoved. It was agreed
that thic oldaer ccmrades would ro~enter the Party and in turn the Party
would lend active suppurt to the youthe At the 1912 Cengress, the §wedish
youth participated more actively in the imner Party questions with the
aim of bolstering tho left wing forcese.

¥. COPENBAGEN CONFERENCE

The reformist elements did not wholly succeed in their aim of
capturing the youth organizations. The decisions of Stuttgart were full
of meaning to the Italian, Swiss, Norwegian youth and to the Left
Socialist Youth of Holland, as well ag the left opposition of Gormanye.
They kept aloft the bannor of intcrnationalism during the great botrayal
However, the international Burcau was :inactive due to the leadership of
Dannenburg who succumbed to the right wing., Neverthelecss, the left groups
called for a ncw international conference.

The second intcrnational conference of the youth, held in
copenhagen, September 1910, was representod by 32 delsgetes plus many
visitorss Licmecht reported on the guestion cf antr-militarist work
which was followed by the acdoption of a resolvtion clong the lines laid
down &t Stuttgart« A mnst Limmortant oucstion on the rcia%ioas between
the youth aand the Party was introduced wita Dannenberg favering tho
subordinatiuvn of the youth to the rocrormigt Party lezdershipe. No*thing
was done about this matier; Danncnberg rerained head of the Burcaue

G. Basle Conference

The nutbreak of the Balkan War in 1912, acutely raised the
danger of a world coaflict, This circumstance brought atout the the
conference of the Socizl Domogratbre Tnternational which adopted a series
of actions against wat, only bo cest it 2side two years later for the most
rebid chouvicisam, £t the tire they held their confereace, the youth
also convened ai Baglug er Nov.25,

Under the leadership ¢f Zannenberg, they procecdzd to take
measures that meant the liquidation of the youth intcrnational. Against
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Dahnenbergs concepts, the Italian youth proposed a strengthening
of the movement, the creation of a genulne international program
and a functioning end diseiplined bureau., While tha struggle
reaily unfoldnd after the counferemce, the outbreak of the war
only mads c¢learer the deep divisions existing in the workers
movemert .

H, THE WORLD WAR AND THE GROWTH OF THE OPPOSITION

The war brought about a Merigis in opportunism". This
tendency in the Soecialist International was prepared lLcng before
the great betrayal of 1914, but the war gave impetusd and open
expres:zien to this uou¢se. Under the Anfluenee of the rarcles,

- & nationalist sentiment existed in scme of  the yuuth movemont.
Hundreds of youth functioraries Jeinsd the army and carrisd on
- an agifratlion tow war, While the Social Democracy suppuvricd the
war, thc socialist leaders in France and Belguim entered their
respective bourgeols 5ovprnments.

: The German youth paper "Die Arbelter-Jugend“ took an
unsociallist warmongering position, When the well~known Iformer
leader ot the Fouth Gsrman Young Guard, Ludwig Frank volunteered
for military ~r.serviod &t the outbreak of the war and died on

a Frenoh, batuiefield, his voluntary énliastment and death were

- bafled in "Die Arbeiter<Jugend" as an. heroic act and as an example
to be followed by the millions of young German workers,

a ~ The war markod the end of the international Bureau, It
188ppegped from the_scene, and thus, the proposal of Dannenberg
became :rreafiuya He and’ the Austrian orﬁanfzation adbpted
Kautskyi{s formula for the youth organizatton. "The International
48 founded for the purposs of peace and not for wartime,"
Dannenberg proceeded to hang a black-bordered sign: on the door of
the office of the youth Bureau in Vienna, which read:" Temporarily
olomsed on account of the war," :

The :Italien organization.again played a leading role
‘4n o6alling for another conferences The first international
gathering since the war was a meeting of the Italian and Swiss
organizations at Lugano, Sept, 1914 which met at the behest or
through the initiative of the Russian Socialists under the -
leadership of Lenin( they then resided in exile in Switzerland).
Lenin regarded the war resolution ndopted at this conference,
while not c6lear on the question of internatlionalism and the
revolution, as -a revolutionar doctmsnt and as representative
of a tremendous step forward {n the mob lization of the revolut-
lonary ocurrent in the workers movement, ‘ :

: The Central Committee of the Swiss youth "headed by
Munzenberg addressed the Italian youth 3 on Oct. 10,1914,
inviting them to participate in a gathering at Zurich. A copy



9,

- of this letter was sent to Dannenberg by Munzenberg , and

the former replied "It 1s practically impossible to say now
1f the conference in the spring will be possible, At the
present time, I cannot do anything about the proposal, Best
greetings s Dannenberg,' As poor a reply as it was, thls post
card nevertheless was the first sign of 1life on the part of
the Bureau since the war,

No longer recognizing the Bureau as a decislve foree,
the youth organizations of Sweden, Nbrway and Denmark issued
a call for a new international conference., The Itallen. and
Danish you also declded - to participate. The "Be Zaaler",
the left youth of Holland, gho had slready broken wilth the
reformist wing of the Dutch Party,accepted the call also,
The Central Committee of the German  youth ( Eberts group)
openly condemmed the conference as dld the French, The Austrian
‘organization opposed holding the conference during the war,
Dannenberg, a member of the Austrian executive committee
answered In the name of the Secretariant, somewhat differently,
exhlbiting the dual role he played as a member of the Internate
ional and of the Austrlan executive, Although he said he could
not be present at the conference, he wished it success,

The declalen of the French Central Commlttee faxnd
opposition in its midst via the Secretary Stragoe, who B
resigned from his post and from the C¢,C, -and proceeded to
organize the opposition movement in France,

The reply of the German organization was scandalous,
It laughed at the alms and phraseology ofthe call for the’
conference and warned the militant youth of its"disasterous "
actions, They felt that the tasks set forth by the youth
were tasks which only the Party had a right to take up and
arrive at a solutlon, The youth must stop meddeling.

I, THE BERNE CONFERENCE
1. Baekground

This perlod . can best be described as a part of the
initlal clarification of the revolutionary wing of the move-
mente The left wing was decentralized along side of a
Second International dominated by reformism, The leaders of
the riéht wing turned chauvinlist: Vaillant, Bessolati, the
Trade Ynion leaders of Great Brltaln, the Austrian 1eader3h1p,
ete, Former orthodox Marxlst llke Plechanov also falled to
take a revolutionary position on the war, On the other hand
the Bolsheviks, the left oppositlon in Germany (Merhing,
Liebknecht, and Luxemburg, & of the Bremen lefta), groups
in France , Austrias, Sweden and Norway, Serbla, Bulgaria, &
Italy remained true to internatlionalism, In support of them
sttod the overwhelming majority of the youth,
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In this process of olarification, the left elements
were not as yet clear as to the differentiation taking place,
especlally in regard to the centrists (Kautsky, Haase,
MacDonald, Hardle,etc.) Many of the anti-war socialists were
astually soclallist-pacifists who falled to recognize the need
of carrying on the class struggle in thelr home country as a
means of turning the war into a civil war, I Switzerland,
especlally; under the leadership of the centrist Grimm, much
confusion exlsted., '

Under such circumstances, the holding of an intern-
atlonal conference of the youth had extreme importance, because
1t would open up all the lssues and force a definitive solution
of them, Through the entire period; the Bolsheviks endeavored
. to steer the oppositional movements completely to the left.

'~ Berne marked precisely such a step,

2, Work of Conference

Thirteen delegates representing nine countries convened
at Berne April, 4-6, 1915, The major issue before the confer-
ence was "The War and the Attitude of the Social Democratioc
Parties and ¥outh organizations." - For the first time in
the history of the youth international, the socialist youth
came to an Iindependn.it deolslion and recorded their views 1n
documentary form, Tae Bureau with the ald of Grimm and
AngeTioa Balabonova presented the thesls on the war which
characterized it as one of banditry and the result of
capltalist politics, It sharply condemmed the class collabor-
atlonist pollcy of the social demooracy and pledged itself to
the continuation of the class struggle to bring an end towar,

During the third session, the Russian delegation(which
walked out of the conference over a dispute over the allottmemt
of votes and returned on the insistence of Lenin) presented
Lenint's position on the ware It sharply attacked the
éhauvinists and centrists,%called for civil war as a solution
to the imperialist war, They criticiscd the geft pacifist
position of Grimm and Balabanova, Although this resolution
wag defeated and the resolution that was adopted had many
weaknesses, 1t stlll signified an essentially - progresslve
step in comparison to previously adopted resolutions by the
youth movement,

The Berne Conference eleeted a new Bureau with
Willl Munzenburg # as international Secretary,

.......OQ........‘.O'."...'..Oli‘."l.D‘l..‘l.....’........

# Munzenberg first entered the Socialist Youth Movement in
Germany in 1906 as a young factory worker, He later tansfered
his activity to Switzerland. The outbreak of the war found
him one of the lealing members of the Stilss soclallist
movement , He later became one of the leaders of the German
Communist Party.
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The new Bureau which was formed at Berne published.
the "Youth International", This famous paper often contdned
articles written by some of the most prominent Bolshevik
leaders in the lnternational labor movement. The - Bureau
also participated at the Zimmerwald Conference, a gatheri ng
of the internatlonal.:sts in the . Partles who were also under-
going a period of clarification.

Two very Iimportant decislons were made at Berne,
One was the establishment-of International Youth Day¥, This:
was a call to the workers and youth 1n all countrles to cast
astde thelr artificlally created hatred of thelr class brothers
and to substlitute 1n lts place the struggle agalnst the
capltallist system and imperialist wars. The call was answered
by revolutionists in all countries who on.Octs 3, 1915,,

- demonstrated in the streets_against capitaliat oppression,

The Y.P.S.L. in the United “tates marched down the streets of
New York city on this day in 1915, I.Y.D, has become a part
of the tradition of the youth movement,

The. second important declsion was the breaking off
of relations with the Vienna Buréau and Dannenberge. In its
place a new committee and new International organization
was formed, destined to become the forerunner of the Young -

Communist International, The conference also decidéd to’

organize a Liebknecht fund to be used for anti-militarist

work. They also issued a declaration of sympathy for the
five arrested Bolsheviks and for Rosa Luxemburg and raised
funds for the oclass war prisoners,

A - rperiod of intensive organize*imn followed the Berne
oonference. This was the wa® period 1n " - vhich the internat-
fonal Bureau sought to put into practice the deoislons of
Berne, and hence marked great strides towards the formatlon
of the Young Communist International; This peried led to the
clarification of the most dlsputed and misunderstood
fundemental problems at a time when the Parties betrayed the
working class of the world.

Je 1 Post Berne Perlod

The declslons at Berne found wide response in the
ranks of the revolutionary youthe In many places, leaflets
were dlstrlibuted and meetings held on the decilslions of the
Berne conference, In those organizations not present at Berne,
discussions on the proposals were heatedly thrashed out in the
ranks,

..Q...OQ‘....Ol.'._.....l.l.."..'....'...C.O.....OO!I'.l..!.'.,

Seeo Appendix for the call issued at Berne for the first
International Youth Day demonstration,
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By the end of the war praetically all the yauth
organiz ations were supporters of the new international
bureaun with the exceptionsef the Berlin Cormmittee, the Holland,
the reformist Central Committee of the French League. However,
both in *rance and Germany strong left winga developed,.

The youth organlzatlons stlll contalned strong
centrist tendencles. In reality the Berne resolution stood
on a left-centrist plane, It was because they did not completely
break with centrism, that the Bolsheviks were so severely
critical of the resolutions, The entire movement was faced
with questlons of reformism, centrism or soclallst pacifist
positions, and revolutlonary psotions on the war. Already
the questions of whether or not to regenerate the Second
International or bulld the Third was debated.
In the fall of 1916 the Swedish youth came out
openly in favor of the Zimmerwald-left, the internationallsts
in the war, At the Kienthal Conferenoe,(lgle), a continuation
of the Zimmerwald gathering of the Parties, the youth
demonstrated thelr solidarity with the 1deas of Bolshevism,
At the celebration of the second International Youth Day,
the new tendency 1n the youth organizations was demonstrated
when the main fire of the demonstrdtions were direected against
the soclal~-patriots,

The youth moved faster and faster to the left, The
Swiss organization allled itself with the Bolsheviks and its
leading sapirits and took the lead in winning the youth
organlz ations to Bolshevlisme They were the firat to deolare
their support of the Russlan Revolution.

In the mean while, as a direct result of the war
class sgruggle intensifled on a world scale, The revolution
in Russia became a symbol and lnsplration to the class struggle
everywhere, In January 1918, mass strikes broke out in Austria
and Germany. In Hungary the revolution commenced, In the
mldst of the revolutlonary struggles of the workers, came
a serles of repressions agalnst the workers movements by
the capltalist governments all over Europe. In November,1917
Willl Munzenberg was arrested, .

Ko THE VANGUARD ROLE OF THE YOUTH

While 1n the imperlalist war of 1914~1918 practically
all the Social Democratic Partles went over to the side of
the bourgeosie, most of the proletarlan youth organizatlons
and the youth international remained true to the principles
of revolutionary class struggle. The banner of revolution,”
disgraced and betrayed by the parties of the Second Internat-
ional, was held aloft again by the proletarian youbh,

By the very nature of the sifuatfion, the youth -
International played a vanguard role, Thelr were in most
places no revolutlonary partiesj those that dild exist sold



- 13,

out on the working class, The youth organlzations were
converted into young parties whieh attempted to lead the
entire worklng class, Particular youth problems became
gecondary to the maln burning problems confronting the
working class as a whole. The youth organlizations conducted
Independent struggles agalnst the imperiallist war, against
the bourgeosie and against the soclal-democrats. Thus, to

a large extent, they paved the ground for the formatlon of
revolutionary working class parties, This vanguard role,l.o.
the leadershlp of the working claoss, oxlsted as far along as
1919, Even in the .. early stages of the communlst movement
the youth groups were actlng llke young partles, It was not
until the first and sccond congresses of the Young Communist
International that the question was treated to a long and
serlous disucsslong At that time a solution was arrived at:
the recognition of the Party as the lcader of the entire
working class, the Youth as the leader of the toiling youth,

Lo Towerd the Organlzation of the Young Communist International.

It i3 neccc.sary to examine several of the other
yowth organizations in thls period as the mtlitant youth moved
towards the formation of the Young Communist International.,

1, Hungary

Prior to and during the war, the Hungarian youth
organization was attached to the Social Democratic Party. A
change began to take place in the beginning of 1918, Supporters
of Zimmerwald began a wilde agltation for adherents; sharp .
conflict against war rose, The was the era of great strikes
and revolutionary battles, The revolution broke out in Oct, -
31 , 1918, On the 13th of Nov.,1918 the youth held its third
congress at which, although still afilllated to the Soclal
Democratlic Party, it solldarized itself with the Spartacus
League and the Russian Bolshevlks and called for a struggle
agalnst its own party. They were driven lnexorably toward a
split with the Party and finally declared themselves an’
independent youth organlzation, This was purely transltional
since most already stood on the platform of communispy,

The Socilal Demoecracy also had 1ts own youth organizatlon
composed of those who did not splite. Still thils new youth
group issued a paper "Young Proletarian" and engaged in such
tremendous actlvity that by the end of Mareh,l1919 1t had
19,500 members,

2e The United btates

In 1907 young peoples groups were organized on a
local scale by the F clalist Party whioh started cut as
purely educatlional ;[ .oups studying the elements of soclallst
theorye The 1912 convention of the Soclalist Party.
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the fact that the spontaneous and uncoordinated
giggégigzdthe Socialist youth movement was in itsglf sufficlient
proof of the need of such o movement on an organlzed basls.
At first the problem of the youth was relegated to a speclal
section of the women's department, but later a speolal youth
department with a full time director was organized,

Thls movement, the Young People's Soclallst League,-
was formed in 19153 William Kruse was elected N%tional
secretary and a paper "Young Socialist Magazine™ was published.
Despite the valuable propaganda work, the League membership
and qetlvities were st1ll closer to %he earlier discussion
. groups than to a politicalized youth movement , But the core
of leading comrades were developing politically and were
slowly raising the level of the movement,

In the mean whlle, the S.P. under its special
youth department organized Soclalist Sunday 8chools for the
purpose of training children from the ages of six to fourteen,
at which time they were reagy to enter the Y.P.S.L.

A book published by David Yreenberg " Sooialist Sunday
School Curriculum” is particularly interesting In showing
the methods employed in the training of younger children,
In the primary clacg, chlldren of six and seven studled
ecomomiés. The purpose was " to get the children to see
that the source of all things is the earth which belongs to
everybody and that 1t is labor that takes everything from
the earth and turns it (1) into moehinery and {2) the
things that labor makes wit h machinery." Courses on
music and poetry contained "simple revolutionary verse
that emphasizes human rights."

When the U.S. entered the war in 191¥, the YPSL
took a paciflst rather than a Marxian postition and its
organlzatlonal attempts to combat war fell through for lack
of a stakle machlnery and a tralned membership. The Leaques
was dlvided on the question of the war, Kruse, despite
hiis belng a part of the S.P, machine, nevertheless took
steps whileh later led to his imprlisonment, Various S.P.
members were sentenced to twenty years imprisonment on
grounds of treason, but the case was finally quashed in 1920,

Kruse attempted to form an underground apparatue
at the last minute by advlisling all secretarles to concesal
duplicate 1ists of thelr membership and to "“1ist all the
dependable Soclallst members ef your League, and form them
into an unofficlal executive committee and pledge them to
work fer our movement and be true no matter what happens ,"

The tr&als of the leadlng Party and YPSL members
later ®»evealed that the membership did not have the training
neccessary to effectively carry out underground work and
such errors as keoplng 1llegal literature in the homes of
prominent ‘membe:s and carrying printer's recelpts for such
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for such literature about thelr persena led to a larg. mmbexr
of arresta and conviction.

The dlfferences in opinion on the war within the S.P.
alded the politicalization of the League. This developement
received _an even greater impetus with the advent of the
Russian Bevolution and the heated ontroversy it engendered
In the ranks of the Party, The ove rwhelming majority of
the YPSL in Amerioa declared 1ts agreement with the program
of the Communist International and insollidarity with the
left wing of the Party demanded affiliation to the internate
1ona1 of Lenin and Trotsky.

The Natlonal Exeoutlve Committee of the Party, seeing
a split in the offing, tried to keep the YPSL intact by
shlelding 1t from the faotional fight. They naively thought
that this object could be achieved by granting the YPSL
greater autonomy and removing it further from the Partjy
machinery. However, the 1919 conventlon of the YPSL stood in
solidarity with the }Jeft wing, Shortly afterwards these youth
moved with increasing tempo towards the Y, C I.

S, Germany

The centralized and organized character of the youth
left opposition took place in Jona, 1916..4 few years
later another national conference was held in Berl*n in
whioh Liebkrecht paruicipated and helped form thé "Free
Soclalist Youth of Gormany". The conférencs weat on record
for the Diciatorship of the Proletariat and decldcd to issue
the "Junges Guagde" as the official organ of the organization,

The revolution broke out shortly afterwards. During
the revolutiun the reveclutionary sections of the youth were
found in tho¢ Spartacus League or alding,  The Spartacus -
League, organized by Liebknecht and Luxemburg after a split
with the centrists of the Independant Social Democracy,
was primarily compcsed sf young people. Although small, and
henoe defenseless, they tried to assume leadership in the
revolution, The reforaists in the Social Democracy, Iearing .
the active revolutionary struggle of the prol étariat ran
to the bourgeosie, Noske called out the Junkers, During ~
this period,Liebknecht and Luxemburg were slaughtered in the
midat of struggle,

Around Dec, 1918, Munzenberg was expelled from
Switzerland, He went to Berlln where a meeting of the Bureau
was held, It was decided to move the Internatlional Secoretariat
to Germany, but Munzonberg was arrested again and the Stiss
comrades took over the Secretaridt once more, At the same
time (March, 1919) the Communist International was organized
and the youth were present also.

With the arrest of Munzeﬂberg, Trostol(Swiss)
was named Seoretary. In the early part of 1919 the German
Hungarian and Ruaslan youth section established relations
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with each other, Zeigler of the Munich Communist youth organ-
ization was in Moscow as were members of the Lithuanilan and
Budapest opposlition groups. They planed a new international
conference., at Budapct.

As was soon establlshod, the majority of the youth
organization stood under the banner of the Third Internatlonale.
The Sovict government of Hungary had in the meantime fallen
and 1t was decided to hold the congress in Vienna, Munzenberg
was agaln releascd from prison ot the séme time. On the
25th of August,1919, the first session took place in the
editorial office of the "Wiener Arbciterzeltung". The presence
of Dannenberg and his organized group stilll eXpressed thé
confuzlon arlsing out of the war years, As it turned out
the congress was just an "imformation" meeting.

A Provisional Committee headed by Munzenberg called a
world conference, In the: course of the preparatory work, and
under the influence of the Bolsheviks, errors in relation
to the centrlists were clarifled and rectifiled,

On November 20, 1919, at 3:00 P,M, in the back room of
beer house, guarded by sentinels and pickets of the Berlin
3outh, the flrst congress of the Young Communist International

was held, There were present delegates from 14 countriles
representing 200,00¢ members when Munzenberg, in the name of
the Provislonal Committee, opened the Congress,

Thua was the Young Communist League organized,

¥ Oo% % O H XK % K F &
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Most of the material used 4s now unvallable, All of the
material 1s out of print however some libraries still carry
them,

A Short History of the Y,C.L. (1928)
Fundemental Problems of the Communist Movement (1922)
Lenih : Youth International
Case of the Chicago Soclalists -
Militarism and Anti-Militarism(second section) K. Liebknecht
"Die Dritte Front" - Willl Mnzenberg
Draft Program of the Young Communist Internatlonal
Periodicals: Young Worker

Young Spartacus

Challenge of Youth
Also: Notes collected by Gates

In order to better understand this period and the problems
within the movement the following books are recormmended:

Imporialist War- Lenin (Collected Works)
Foundatlon of the C,I.~Lenin

War & the Second International-Lenin
State and Revolutlone~Lenin

QUESTIONS

1, What three main lssues gaveirise to the youth movement- %
2, Why did the Soclal Democracy oppose the youth movement?

3+ What lessons can be learned from the fight beotween the
Social Democracy and the youth %

4, Who 1s Karl Liebknecht? Can you tell somethling about his
life? His beliefs?

5 Of what importan:c was the Berne Conferecnce?

6« What was the role of Robert Dannenberg? Willi Munzenberi?
7« Why is 1t erroneous under normal circumstances for a
proletarisn youth organization to play a vanguard role towards
the entire workling clags?

8, Why was 1t correct for the youth organlzations to become

the working class vanguard in the absence of revolutionary
partles,

Fedb 33 e Rt de o3
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APPENDIX I

K. Liebkncoht:

Karl Liebknecht was bern as his father lay in prison for his
allegiance to international soclallsm, His birth, 1871 coincided
with the period of triumph of German imperialism, A study

of economiocs and law in his youth transalated 1ltself into a use
of his knowledge to the ends of propaganda, agltation and the
defeonse of hls comrades, .

“His analysils of imperialism pointed out to him the role of
militarism and the urgent need for a social struggle agalnst lt,
His greatest appeal, his book of 1907, "Militarism & Anti-Milit-
arism" was destined to spread his teachings far and wide.

The book was confiscated and Karl stood up in the high courts
of Léipzig on charges of high treason. From the floor of the
court he boldly proclaimed the principles for which he stood,
Eighteen months of imprisonment was the penalty and sacriflce.
Neverthelcss, he was amply rewarded by the grcat service he
rendered toward the actual formatlon of the youth oPfganization,
His work as no one clse's helped to crecate the first Soclalist

Youth Organlz ation 1nternatlonal ,

From the time when ho was elected to the Relchstag in 1912
he became an Ilnsplrtation to workers in his fearless denounclate
fon of tho imperialists. On Decc. 2,1914, He thundered "NO"
against tho issuance of war credits,

Llebknecht was called to the army and there continued his
agitation against the false ldea of"natlonal defense,."In this
critical perlod he carried on with his work by organizing
youth groups and partlcipating In the first 1llegal conference
in Jena,1915, of the German Socialist youth opposition, He
had prepared them while still in the Soclal Democracy
against the corrupt leadership of thec Party.

With the ald of Luxemburg, Zetkln, and Merhing, Liebknecht
and the obhers publisi.ed an 1llegal journal "The International",
Eventually the principles of revolutionary Internationallsm
which he propagated bore lts fruit when he &plit from the
centrists, With Luxemburg he organlzed the Sparticist Bund
which emerged in the fire of war and revolution,

On May Day 1916 Liebknecht came 1llegally in civillan clothes
to address a group of workers. Forthls he was sentenced to
four and a half years of Imprisonment. He was flnally freed
by the revolutlonary workers when the German revolution began,
Liebknecht and Luxemburg became the leaders of the revolutton,
In the process of the civil war, the Spartncists, Liebknecht
and LuxXemberg were slaughtered through the aid of the
soclal dcmocrats, Noske , Schledmann, and Ebert.
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APPENDIX YY
Call for the first INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY

B,

( This is a reprint of the manifesto issued at the Berne °
Confer?nce, 1915 by the International Union of Soclallst
Youth

T0 THE YOUTH OF ALL COUNTRIES|!

Friends} Comrades} In all countries a part of the Socilale
13ts are moving powerfully forward to prepare a quick end to this
most terrible of all wars by resuming class struggle actlon,
Tirelessly and with remarkable perservercnce some of the comrades
In Germany are at work under the most difficult conditions, striving
to realize this aim, The heroiec struggles of our Itallan ocomrades
against the war are still fresh in our memory., They are struggles
that belong to the most significant deeds of the proletarlan :
movement, And even today the Itallan proletariat 1s once more
arming to impede with its might and 1ts solldarity, the slaughter
of its sons and if possible to prevent it altogother, With the
very self-same enthuslasm and joyous sacrifice all the comrades
loyal to our idea, also in France, Russia, Poland, Austria, Great
Britain, Slberla, c2nd all other countries, are at work agltating
for an understanding smong the people and for the fraternization of
humanity.

Comrades! Young Socialists! Intoxicated by their orgy of
bloed, supported=- to the everlasting shame of the proletariat- by
the soclal patriotic labor leaders, the reactionary governments of
all countries are attempting with all the means of raw and brutal
power at their disposal, to suppress the heroic struggle of our com-
rades and to stifle their eries for peace in the dungeons. In Gere
many as well as in Italy, In Russia as well as in France, mass are
rests of our comradea and friends have taken place. The govern~ -
ments of all countrles are today zealously competing with one a-
nother in the murder of thelr Y"natives" and in the brutal trampling
of every peace move, The victims which our comrades have brought
on the altar of liberty are leglon. The present state of affalirs
demand most urgently and most quickly, aid and support of our
fighting comrades lest in splte of all their bravery and readiness
for sacrifice, the governments should triumph and sink the last
remnants of humanlty and frecdom in a sea of blood.

This aid, you, the young socialists of all countries, rust
bring to our hardpressed friends., You, wko by your conference at
Berne, in the spring of 1915, by your uninterrupted mutual relation-
ships and by much more than that, have proved that in your hearts
and soul the liberating thoughts of international soclallst labor
fraternizatlon, revolutlonary struggle for pecace and freedom,

We call upon you everywhere, in all countries, to effect~

ively and milltantly su Lort the attempts to resume revolutionary
and class struggle activity,

Participate as speakers at conferences and meetings, «- .
sprend pamphlets and newspapers in which you oall for olass stiug=
gle international actlion, agltate tirelessly from mouth to mouth
agong your friends and relatives, among your colleagues at work,
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The governments of all countrles and the press which 1s entir 7y
subordinated to them are attempting to conceal the peace efforts

and the revolutlionary activitles of our comrades: by lies and by
fake reports they are attempting to precipitate the people Into an
ever=greater whirlpool of hate and blind wraths Comrades, tear down
everywhere this texture of lies. Your friends in Italy, France,
Russia, and England‘and other countrles tell the:etory of what a ,
part of the German and Austrian comrades are sacrificing for paaces
You:comrades in Germany and Austria tell in your countries what
heroic struggles which the workers in Italg, France, Russia, England
and other countries are conducting for reac¢e, Comrades! The resvmp-
tion of a declislve, clearly defined class strtggle by the ma jority
of the soclalistically thinking workers ever allows for the possib-
111ty of victory. The hour of action has come. A second winter
campaign oan only immeasurably increase the sufferings and the des~-
titution of the working masses of all countries. The soll is pre-
pared for revolutionary indignation. Let us sow,

The bourgeols peace conference will never be able to prevent
war even i1f they wanted to and even if they were ever so impressive=~
ly arranged. Only the fRll might of the proletariat and of this
revolutlonary action can hold in check the greed for profit and
blood of the exploliters,

Comrades, Soclallist Youth Organlzations of all countrfes.
We call upon you to manifest by powerful demonstrations iIn all
countries your unshakable will to work tirelessly against militar-
i1sm and for soclalism. On one day, on October 3, 1915, at one hour
let us all meet. The comrades 1n Copenhagen, in Christiana, Stock-
holm, Paris, and Berlin must know that at one t&me when they demon=-
strate for peace and soclalism the same will be done by their
f{%inds in Amsterdam, Wien, Berne, Bucharest, Rome, and other
c €3, :

We are dlirecting this urgent appeal to groups, that they
might support effectively and militantly the action of the youth
all socialist trade unlon and party by mass demonstration. LAbove
all we expect an abundant participabion on the part of the wives
and the mothers of all y-ung people who have been condemned to
slaughter.

Arlse young soclallsts of all countries, let your words
follow your thoughts, let your acts follow your words,

Long live the International of the young worker generation,
which shall one day bring to all countrles peace and freedom. Long
live the struggle against murder among nations, against the greed
for blood, Long live the struggle for the highest 4deal of hum-
anity, for Sociallsm,

Bureau of the International Union
of
Socialist Youth,Organizations,



