UNITY AND THE TOURTH INTRRNATIOMNAL A \:>

Our position on the "unity" question is an integrel part of the

- positions set forth above. This was our original attitude and this
remains our attitucde, What will be sald has not in any basic way
been determined by the breakdown in the unity negotiations. Our posi-
tion was not and 1s not motivated by vhat has transpired durinz the
past fevw months nor by any belief whlch we held about the probabili-
ty of getting "unity." The author of this document has made only

one change in hlis position since the first unity negotilations which
has any relation to the happenings of this year. That change is -
~a more adamant and a more principled objection to unification. This
“will be discussed in the proper place,

- It is difficult to deal with the unity question without resort
to a recital of some of the history of this affair. This will be
kept at a minimum in this document end referred to the larger docu-
ment. What is necessary here is to use the space for discussion of
.unification itself, , .

Although I was 0poosed to unification from the time of the
first unity negotiations in 1645, I did not express my opposition
publicly in the Party at that time., 1 only took this position in
~ the PC and in the 1946 pre-convention plenum, It 1s also necessary
"to state that I presented a written posit lon agalnst unificatlon to
the special plenum, attended by Smith, last February. This statement
was not circulated in the Party, 1 want to say now that in both
of these instances I believe I was misteken. I should have come out
‘In the Party against unification in 1945 and in 1946, One of the
reasons that I state thls now 1s that I was taken to task in the k
N.C, plenum of February 1947 because I had not opposed the unifica~
tion on the floor at the 1946 Convention. I accept this reprimand,
My failure to present my views to the whole Party was lrresponsible
and 1nexcusable. : .

It 1s necessary to deal with the "unity" question because in
my opinion the Party was injured by the "unity" adeal. It is ne-
cessary to examine the notions of the prOponents of unity. The S
unlty question must be. examined in relation to the pros pects and
perspectives of the WP ) . . ,

Yihen Smith showed up at our February plenum, representing, as he

Put 1t, nelther the SWP nor  any other faction in the CIC, but a
"third party," that is, an impartisl bloc in the CIC, tre opposition
to unity said: (1) The proposal of the CIC to the WP 1s an imper-
tinence. (2) Cannon and the CIC had come to prior agreement on

the unification terms before Smith appeared at the WP, (3) That

the CIC made the demand that the WP agree in advance to, accept the
~declsions of the EPC in ordcr to guarantee that the politiceal line

of the SYP and the CIC would prevall durlng and after the EPC.,
(4) That Cannon agreed to reopeén unity negotiations primarily bocuusD
iIn his opinion, acceptance of the CIC proposal would represent |
capitulation on the part of the ViP, Also that Cannon believed ‘that ,
he would be in position to enforce the "no discussion" clause after 3
the FPC and thc me rger of thu two pertles,

Canbigd

This was our position 1n conne ction with the CIC proposal as such,
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rphe HeC. disogrecd with this oqtimatu nnd this interpre tation. The
N.C. had its own intorpratation as to why Cennon had changed; &as
-to why this dent had been permitted in the monollthism of the SHP,
‘This became a central point: "the acceptancc by.Cennon<of the :
‘principsl of unity is a2 blow at the monolithic orgenization concepts
of the Cannonites" One member of the N.C. felt that the declara-
tion of Cannon for unity should be ‘enthuslastkally recelved, Another
comrade expressed hls faith in Smith's sincerity, One comrade an-
nounced thet I was stating my position, on the merits of the VP,
in the form of an obituary. McKinney'!s specech was put of order, The
WP would become,the majority of the common -party after a period of
common life. W were not going to a. funeral but to a ﬂedding.

s
. The W.C. took the position fhat one must have sound politic 1
' peasons to oppose unity. The Party 1s comnitted to unification. It
i{s through the unification of the two Trotskylst partles that wo
will build the revolutionary party in the U.S . Cannon 1s for unlty.
The question of unity is not now 1eft to the SﬁP but is in the hands
vof thc InmoLnﬂtional B ,iXJ. L e

_ Our quitive position “galnst unity was statcd as follows- Ve

guote from the stetement which was read to the plenum and which

- formed the basis of my rcmarks +hcre and in oUbSCGUvnt mumbcrshin
mcetings in New. York. ’ , SRR A :

b "I The Workers Party shoulo PujCCt the nrOposals of the GTC,
sett1n~ forth the terms for the ndmission of tho WP to tho bov’mcnt

=

and for purtlcipating in- the EPCy .. . - T

. ‘<“The dorkers Party should orient toward indopendﬂnt orpﬂni zat lon=
£l existe ncc and not toward unificetion with tho Socialist Workers
Partye  The WP should adopt thz position that the prasent concrete
situation in the two partles, the past development of relations bew -
tween the two parties, the real and fundamental differences in the
political and organizational concepts of the two organizntions and
the decp-going antagonisms which have emerged from thesc Ql*fCPLng
political and OPani”Qtion&l concepts, are of such a nature that
no real unification can be effécted so- long as.these fundamentel
~differences exist, Next, the Workers Party can make 1ts greatest
contribution to the es tablishment of en offective Moverent and:to

the development of the revolutionary movenent in the U,S, by continu~-
ing its independent organizationcl existcnce and developlng the '
political and organizetion notions for which it has become distince
tiVO. . . S : (.

"I ehQLl present motions to this plenum cmbodying these positions,
Such motions and positions, of coursc, must be clarificd and defended.
This I shall attempt to do briefly now. Later I shall claborate
vhat I say here, for presentation to the N.C. and to the Pvrty, ot
the time the N.C. places the qunstion before the Party.

M1, .Aghinst the Pronosal of tho CIC.

- ~ Smlth A

"l, The CIC-cccording to the report of Con*°dc/ - demands that
as a condition of cntry into thc Movemert ond a condltlion for full
participation in the EPC, the WP must agree in advance that‘it will '
cCCbpt the resolutl ons ﬂnd dectsicns of tho EPC. S

: Upon acceptance of these conditions stinul tod by tho CIC, the
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C1cC states that 1t will ‘use 1ts authority and prestige, in advance

of the EPC, in the EPC and after the EPC, 1f necessary, to effect the
unification of the WP and the SWP, Comrade Smith further states that
he will use his influence to get the CIC to guarantee or assure the

WP that if the WP accepts the proposal of the CIC, on participation

‘In the EPC and agrees 1n advence to accept the resolutions and de-

L

cisions 'of the EPC, that unification of the WP and the SWP will be
effected before or shortly following the EPC. ‘ .

: "2, In my opinion, entrsnce.into the Movement or participation
1n the EPC is not inseparably connected with the unification of the
two parties in the U.S., This is only true, "in the long run." That -
is, it is only true ’in the meaning that the Movement cannot have
permanently more than one section in a single country. The problem
today however is not the simple one of saying that only one section
may- exist in-a single country. Two Trotskyist parties do exist in
the U.S., VYhile everyone will agree thet this is not.the idesl site=
uation, the difficulty cannot and will not be resolved by ignoring

any of the s:gnilicant gnd relevant realﬁ;ies 1n the concrete s:tua- ‘
tlon. . _ T <.

" The WP has alweys maintained 1tself as a Trotskyist Party and
-also has always maintained that it should be formally a section of

.~ ~the Movement. The Party has resented its bureaucratic exclusion
from the Novewent.1 It has applied farmally for admission to the

Movement. : ’

. "In the'years between our separatien from the SWP and now we
have steadfastly waintained the attitude that we belonged in the
Movement and heave been active.in setting for this position and dee
manding that we be admitted. In the midst of this activity the

question. of unification with the SU/P arose, The WP inltiated a move-i‘;_i

ment for uhification following the raisipng of this question inside

the SWP by 2 minoritty which had arisen in that Party. -This xoposal
© was categorically rejected by the SWP. Until very recently the CIC

made no intervention on the question of unification, If therc had
been intervention on the part of the CIC, the WP might today be.a
formal member cof the Movement., There is ample precedent for per-

~mitting the existence of mdre than one'section in a single country.

"Phe existence of the WP In the Movement might 1tself have been

" da prime mrans of bringing about unification in the U.S., It is not

out of place to inquire from the CIC why it did not take this
posftion end also what connection, if any, their motivations for

‘not taking such a position have with their motivations for demanding

that the WP agreec in advance to accept the decisions of the forth-
coming EPC. ‘ :

"3, Whatever the answer to.the above paragraph may be the CIC
now comcs to the WP with a definite proposal: that the WP agree in
advance of the EPC to accept the decisions of that EPC., It is
necessary first to discuss this poposal, =nd to discuss it as a .
demand on the WP, It may be of some importance to discuss the pro-
posal from the standpoint of preccdent but this to me is not of any
great importance. What is inmportant is that if i1s a domand coming
from the CIC to the HP. . :
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"Our Party aeparated from the SUP 1n 1940 ai’ter a facticn struggle

sf “ﬁrevolvlnp around grave and important volitical and organiuatlbnal
“[questlons. Comrade Trotdky, the SUP leadership and the leadership

of the Movement predicted that-since the WP vias a petty-bourgeois
‘non-Harzist group it would inevitably succumdb to democretice imp-
‘erialist pressure when the war cane, lhis did not hanpen., It would

. be nearer the truth to direct ‘such an accusation at tne SWP, now

_that the war 1s over and proper Pvaluation of the conduct of the two
nartiea can be made.- ) ,

: "Tke WP beginning under the most trying conditlons and with a
groun of young 1neVper1enced members, who were certainly nd pro=
19tahian‘ mede its wey into the factories and into the class strugdle.
During the war years -the WP refuted, by its theoretical formulations
“-and by its practice, every acCJSation. Every dire prediotion made
.;failed to come true. : o L '

"In the face of hepvy external *1ff3cu‘ties and still herassed -

by the political andorganizational immaturity of its members, the

- Party not only held its own but grew in membership and influence,

- These gains were modest but there were galns, The Party right in

the midst of a slump in its income and during & period of re]af*vely

low employment, increased LAFOR ACTION from 4 to 8 pages. ‘ie have

~held this £or the past 7 months vhile the. ﬁILITAJT waeAreducéd,toAs'
PEESS e ' o S NS ,_’» L

“ "Not only did the WP not disinteprate as had been solemnly
: predicted, and not only did it galn members from the géneral war king

‘ class but it gained members from the SWP., “nd ntt only. just members .
. but politically cducated mwmbers, leading wmembers cof the leading
commlttee of the SVP, It is significant too that amnng these come
“rades soinsed from the SWP were comrades who were in complete polit-
-<ical disagreem nt with the WP, not only during the faction strupkle,
*but for three or. wmore’ years thpr the formation of the VP.

~ .+ "These are brute fﬁcts. This is what the WP has dcne. This is
~_what 1t 1is today. . ‘ ' Lo o ’

; NIt 15 this Party, with thls record, to vhich_the CIU dirécts -
a r oposa 11 thet 1t agree in. ?dvqnce to- the declsicns of an FPC which
“has not yet been held. : . :

/

“On“'c°n say Wth full Justification, tberefore that such &
“demand coming from the CIC of the lovement di rected to the WP and in
- the concrete circumsteces, is politicelly false, orgﬂnlzatlonall ’
stupid, unwarranted and inva lld. The demend of the CIV 1s ar imperti-.
nence : ‘ ‘ A

: "4, The WP should reject the w chSal of the CIC that it asree
in a2dvance of thu EPC to accept the aocisions of the EPC, o

i "Ihe coarse to be pursued by the WP in lieu of acccptance of thr
’demanms of fh@ CIC is sct forthh in the mc‘ions appended.,

’

Y11, A~AINST JFLG“R VTITH THE suP dOI

S ..1.v. ny responsible person whc maintains aurosition against the
corganizational unificetion of the two lrots&yist Pcrtnes in the " .S. .
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‘bears an exceedingly grave rcsponsibility to justify such & position.
On ‘the other hand however, I hold, that thosc who advocate this
step bear no less a heavy burden oi responsibility, I do not in-
clude ameng these, those who have e very simple and to me naive
ettitudec toward the questicn of bringing about the merger of the two
parties, There are those who believe thet organizational unificatim
of itself would producc benéficial results, Their position is bascd
on gcneral and vagiue notions, not entirely without mystical content,
Thev ignore entirely the fact that at a certaln time and under
ertain conditions on asuthority hizher body mnght instruct two
partlbs to remain apart for a season. :

"I do not include Comrade Johnson.. There are two relatod
rcascns for this, a) Comrade Johnson holds the position that the
scparation on our part of 1940 wos politically and organizationally”
incorrect and invalid, Comrade Johnson 8lso hclds that the strict-
ures of Comrade Trotsky concerning ths petty-bourgects neturc of the
- WP wers correct. b) Comrade Johnsons holds political views more in
consonence with those of the SWP. than with thosu of the WP, ¢) Evide-~ .
ntly basing himself on- thése twoe considerations Comrade Johnson, if
‘'he is to maintain any political end orpaniza+1onal integrity whatsow-
ever, must accept uncritically any and all proposals coming for the
unification of the two erganizations. This has becen the course of
Comrade Johnscn up -to and including the appcarance of Comrade Smith,
Also since Comrade Johnson is in total and complete di sagreemcint
with the political pm itions of the WP, he does not and cannot cval-
uate the Party, ond 1ts prospécts and the course 1t should pursue c
"in the-same manner as those who cgree with the line of the Party and

who have bcen chiefly responglblc for thc dPVClOpﬂﬁnt of and tho ‘
leadership of thh Party, _

" "Phe comrzdes T have in and are those who arc in apr mont'with '
the 1linc of the Party and who have bcen responsiblc for the lcader~
ship, developmcnt and admintstration of the Party. I mcan thce Party

cadres I am speaking about the comrrdes who really do not want. to
be membcrs of the SUP, T say that it is all of these comrades who
bear & hcavy burden of responsibility also. . :
"o, The YWorkers Party has developcd a distﬁnctivo MurV1st
pOlithal line; particularly in connsction with the two outstanding
events of our d Ve2e The nature of ths Kussian state. I do not
say that the line of our Party answers all questions in connection
with this complex phenomena, T only say that the Party worked out
a- plousible thcoretical posltion, It is not politically bankrupt on
this cuestion 2s is the SY¥P and the Movement. Nor is the Party in
the position that Comradc Johnson would have it be. Thet is the
Party does not havc to defend tho fantastic position that Russia is
today the only fascist state in the world. .
E "b.. Of 211 the Trotskyist parties it was the WP which hed a

Qorroct position on the question of national liberation in bumrcpre,
Neither the SWP nor the CIC was correct on this question &s cvcnts
have demonstrected,

"3, Our Party 2s doveloped LABOR ACTION into & unlquec and dis-
tinctive political ecgitational organe. The superiority of LABOR ACTIOE
- over the MILITANT has been deumonstreted again and agaln,
| | < 897




Comg, lhc WP has dcvelopcd and put into prnctice demo»rafic
organizﬂtional concepts snd proccdures which were and sre of tre-

*.;mendous sigrifieence in +hoso da vs of Dtalinist totul*tarlﬁnism and

Cannonite burea ucratium. , o : ‘ !
:}3‘. 5. Ihe {ntervention of our Pa rty 1n the 1abor movemcent 2nd the
programmatic proposals for the tradc unions have been and are =
significant contributlon fer beyond end abarc athhinp donc by the

SV’P [ ] '

i

i "¢, To sum up these contentlons and claims it can be sa ld,l
over against Comredc Johnson, that the WP heas justlfied its or;stence'
: politica11" and organizationallv.‘

e It ig imperﬁtive that thoesc th ngs be emphﬁsizcd not for
reasong of pride and the deéslre for mere scperation but deacouse in
the world situation today; including the prcvelence of Stalinism, the
gencral politicsel backwardness of the American proletariat end the
‘gencral political confusion and deterioration, it is imperative that
there be a full testing of the two pelitical . lines.in action, It is
‘more than importent that the politiccl line snd the organizationszl
princirlcs of the WP have the fullsst opnovtunity for further develw
opment end testing. This opportunity would be lost if the WP united
‘with the S¥P in the present situation end ungeor the conditions speci-
fied. S JQ S - : T -

. 's, hhy should the- Movnﬂont danand uuch te & rms ‘as have boon
proposod? Neither its line nor that of the SWP has been confirmed
by events., ‘he line wh'ch has bcst met the test of cvents is the
1inc of the WP, “nd now it 1s démnandcd that this line be sbandonéd
beforc the public. Is this the poriod for such procedurc? I do nd
b?llOVu SO, _ ' ,'}-”v - C ; P o

"9.. Ths two nartios arc sona vute orgunlzetions. Sgoaration
came a2bout for good end sufficicnt reason, Lthe WP must have the .
opportunity to continue its separate political cnd organizotional
development, end its propagsnda and cgitation =long the ‘lincs al-.
ready in practice. The test must be mede in tihe class suruﬁgle and

not through internal f°ction.1 strife between two pcrt*ﬁs insidc onc
_partyo : ST

"0, The root quest1on which we are decaling V1th is the question
of how the revolutidnary perty can be built in th "U.,8, This Qes=-
tion will not bec end cannot be correctly answered by any a pricorl
position that the."two Trotskyist partics should be unitcd®, “what we
src discussing is on1y the g@estion of unity," " our 1ldens w111 make
their way in the SYP," “he primary place for "cur ideas" to make
- their way is dircctly in the vrrking class or thnat sectlon of the
- warking class which we con rench ond have reached’ with our idoces,

. . : !
. "11, For the fullest consumaticn of this conccption and this
program, the WP must rcmnin ornﬂni zationally indepcndgnt &nd politi- |
tichlly frec. : . : ' - -

E.R. MoKiney .
Fcbruary &, 1947"
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Onr position was amplified. in the Mew Yori mmmberghip mnctjnns,
in a debate with Comrade Shachtuitin in Philadelphia and in subsequent
discussions in the PC.. ‘/e made an important vart of our demand for
the continued organizational indépendence cf the WP the fcllowing wi
which we extracted from the Snachtmcn artwcle in the NI "Five lpars '
of the 'orkers Party

"Perhaps our greatest gain is in the kind of Party we have
succeeded in bullding, ‘Hilitants and radicals outside our Party
know the facts end acknowledge them, It might be said that %he
kind of party we have built’ up is- our richest possession.

“Our Party, during the war con astituted the pr1n03ple and the "
clearest CEN”TR of the milluant movement in *hetrade unicnse.

?' " It is not exaggeration to say that in some of the largest
working class concentrations in the country, LABOR ACTIUN 1s esgerly
- awaited. : . ' ' '

- " Yie have won +o our Pa"tv some of the best militants in the
labor movement,..The popularity of cur program is an @ ssurance that
we wlll succeed in. recruiting more of these militants in the lutupe.

“ie had LABOR ACTIUN.¢. Our Party 1s exceptionally proud of
this paner. ‘
’ i
"mar more important than the hussian queetion is Fhs que sf;oa
of parttcipat on in the class strugele- in the U.S,

“Wihe WP was the only working class ‘organization, with no éycép-
. tion, vhich tock a forthright unambiguous position, in public, in
oppositicn to American 1mper1almsm in the war." :

In reply to the statenent thuL if we reject unity today we
must sy that ocur policy was wrong, ve repllec ‘that thils reascning
@d not impress us., ¥t was our nosition that the cuestion must ho
decided not by whether the pnq:+Jon of 1945 was correct or dncorrsot:
but rather by vwhat was the correct attitude to the CI¥ proposal ..

- and the merits of the present’ unl?lcutlon proposal. i werae not
‘concernec with the contentvon of some comrades that "¢ Cannon is in
an impossible position." 'Our concern was thet the WP not zet into
an 1mposslble position, ' ' :

E: Tt was our positfion that the new unitJ pronov*l shonld bhe ree-

I jected because any objective examinetion of the situaticn either

g. from the political or organizational standpoint, indicated no justi-
' fication for unification vith the SWP, weé sald that the WP iust go
¢ 1t alone, thst the accomplishments quoted from "Five Lears of the

k. Vorkers Party" "would be held in abeyance 1f we entered the SiP.,.b

£ believe that this program should be continucd to be propagohcd bv .
the WP, There is no other orgqnlaqtiOn to do thls., Ve believe over
against the NC that these are substanticl politicel reasons &against
unification...Jt 1s politics llv ‘mperative that the program of the

WP continue to be propagated to the public. 1t must not be silenced
even for one month...%e do not live 1in. such times... Comradc Shacht-
man mey ceply 'we will get to the public'..but we sre ecetting to the
public N0¥... Ve want to struggle directly against Reuther and Stel in,
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ffor eAaxele and not go( to heutber and Stelin over the nro«trute: o
'body of Vannon," | . " ‘

Mile do not -want above all to fal& prey to the notion th 't the

f‘”;anproach to the masses is a bv-product of the prior conquest of the

n._ SWP, or must be declayed until another party is cgptured."

. The aove quotations are from the position which we took in the
- discussicns in the PC and in manbership meetings. They were ree
- jected by the NC, the PC and hy the Parfy. Ye were somewhat shocked

"rtherefor~ to read the following in the .Statement on Unzty...“ which

appeared in the Party Bulletin for Leptember 19, 1947. "The future
of the ‘.crkers Party is by no means determined by its ettitude toward
the SuP nor 1ts relations with it, To convert the Party into an

. organi zation which is nrimarflyconcerned with the SWP or into an

;’»oroanLatlon vhose chief claim to existence is its po-unity poqifion,
‘would mean to qterilizo the Party " o . ,

‘ Mour Party wi’l triumph or be defeated only insofar as 1ts pro-
a,vgram ‘and polloies are confirmed and sustglnud in the class’°+ruqcle "

: ThbSC arec prec*snly tho ronr000ntations we made months ‘ago and
~which were either ignored or rejected oubright, - +hat makes this
;correct today end 1ncorrsct 8 months awo°

: l‘e PC is concorned and corr otly so vith thOSe who bﬁl*ove
tthat the Party should be an "orgaovaation whose chief claim to
existence 1s its yro-unity position,..," <here must hevei becen an
attitude of this kind somewhere In the Party, In this rospect the
"PC 1s lile unto the Biblical writcr who polemiciscd against fornie
cation, Ho was deﬂllng wifh tru objoctive situaticn.

- - The PC st tement does not stop.here. It aCCCpfs tho whele .

"position (e¢xcept that 1t is still for unity) which we put forward,

. M"If the tcndency reprcsented by our Perty would have an indepcndent

. roln to play cven If it were DaPt of a2 united Party together with the
"SWP Fondeney, this holds with multiplied force under conoitLonc vhen

our Part ' is orgpnlzafionally indc p\ndent. (hmnh 818 minc,)

, lhat wero we tolking ab,out exnept 3ust tm.s. Vie sald this _
- almost in the identicel languaze, the seme words over and over..

Thesc werce our reasons for opposing unlxicatlon. Our -position wes
- rgjocted with 2 fenfare of trumpots and solve after salvo Irom the
‘"16 inch runs."”

- It was in the ranks hewever, at memborshlp mno+inas that the
: rcal pro-unity barrage was laid dowvn, . "¢c.quote a few rank ond fille
. erguncnts for unity. " McKinnoy thinks the WP is going to lead the

revolution,” "Ve den't belisve that the WP 1s going to lead the
revolution. "McKinney thinks the WP will lead the revolution in the
U.S. that's vhat Cannon says.  (icKinney) thinks movement can be

- bullt cutsids of the Movement, Pers ective for us is bleak if we

~remain indepecndont. If wé Prejcct unlty ‘wedoom oursclves. He can't
" 1:f% ourselves by our boot straps.! "the comrsdes who oppose unity
~are not giving thelr real rcasons,"

"McKinney is obfccting to unify on principlea' He talks zbout
the NI which most of -the members don't read., Posltion of the

. Qoo
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6ppon0n-, is bascd on the burcguerati sm in the :S./P, Only to =2
limited extent have we influcnced vworkers, ‘e have a.greater oppe-
ortunlty in the SiP," "If you ors going to be politicrl you must be

for unity". 'he comrace who mado this remark also wared us szainst
havinz a sp’it position. One comrqde seld that the positicn of the
opponents was basecd on "sentiment" £nother felt that thoe differ-

ences betwsecn the SWP md the WP 49re "minor", "Our Russian position
and thet of the 8YWP spring from the same source, McKinney'!s position.
is.idenlistic... lcKinney is arguing from a practical point of view,"
Question to deKinney: " Do you went us to. sit 1n the headquerters

and talk to ourgclv s 2" >

“This is a fair hné fzithful reprosent tion oP the New York dise
cussion on the unity ru~stion, Corradcs who wersc for un'ty and who
might have prescnted thelr argusents in ¢ morc sobar and loss ridice-
ulous manner didnot spenrke. I c2n only guess the recason; thoy were

' not ag convinced as thosc whe fid speak end if they wers cerivinced

they had other reasons for being for unity. “‘hey anparontlv did

., not bolieve thet our Party was doomcd if we did not enter tho' SVP,
~-but thew ¢ ould not ccompate with tho un*ty shoufnrﬂ- the facticon

fightbrs. - . S

It is difficult to ascartuln what ‘the ott? tuae of the pro-unity
ranks is today, They are very cnlet.,  ‘hey were roedy. to o to the
‘bat for the unity poposal when {t wes announced but thoy thC nct
declarcd thonsblv s with the samc. férvor for the new rosolu+ion on
the unity guestion,. . o IR T

We crn diacussnﬂ this question as we arc bccause we belicve
thet the "unity" scussion revoaled thet therc erc far too nany
comrados in the Pﬁrty vho were rcudy, at the' drop of the hat, *o
liquidnte the Party organizatlonally, I am convinced slso thet some
comradcs necd te chéck up on their pol%110°1 utpbiliuv. I @can in
the smsc thet I discussed this point in Section.B. of this rcsclu-
tion, Fer its building, the Party WUSu‘h"V( rore, than pceople who
have some. vegue committment to sociclism, ~thoy,must be committed to
the WP, to_our Party. It was a dishosrten! ng Si?ht to see SO many
comrades procleim their devotion +o "Trotskyism" to "the Trotelyist
Movement but vho were at the same time ready to scuttle instanter,
the only organizetion which today stends for genuine Trotskyism
(Marzism; Leninism), the only Party which could reslly dcmend their
devotion politically ond organizatiocnally, thc only Purty which can
malke cven a medest ccntribu+ion today to the bu*ldina of an inter-

atlon“l..

~
[y

- It 1s correct to hold the 10 doru“ip of 'the Party 1??@01& rog-
ponsible for this situation, A stumbling le= dership will have o °
stumbling party in its lap, % lecasdcrship.which cen vete against a
position ycsterday end for the ro Jected:position today without
expleining its motivations for thc chﬂnrb'ond without srying what
the differcences zie betweon yestordey rnd today, 1f any, hns a lot
to lecarn about the rOSponuibilitigs of leadership.

. Thc NC sdopted a cortain pu**tion on unity in Feoruary znd
~defended this positicn *Ith srgnmente tion ¥c rejocted the rcasoning
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but at lnast thoro was an attempt a% support of the posjtion. A now: %
" resolution of the unity question is adopted by the PC, This rcsolua- '
~tion by more than 1mpllc ‘tien, is an arnu“ent egeinst unity. Nevera-
:ﬁ,>theloss the resolu: ion holds tonnciously to 2 pro-unity position, Ve
have guoted prragraphs abovc. In spite of this PC members votc for
the resolution es though it conteined nothing that th@y had recjected N
~a_few months carlier, . . o

' This is not all, fherc are perts of theiunity-section of the.
-."Report on the Program of fction " which arc not in corg .nance vith
‘the "Stataumont on Unity..." *the PC voted approval o both douumonts.
Whilc the “"Heport" states that '"for 211 preétical purpescs the funit
. betwecn the WP and the SWP is at an end," the "Report" ‘also states
E©  that “the coming poriod will witncss a sharpening of the political
£ strugeglc between the two partics, and this strugglo, far from being
kacountor to our perspactive of 'building outwardly! is in the very
E> nature of o Party bullding perSﬂcctive...1ﬂd1v%dua1% apd cven groups
.- .of the SWP membership have been impresssd with our program =s they
~haVe been cwakcned to the bureaveratic sterility of th:. S¥WP,. . ‘here
‘exists in the SWP a minov ty faction whas ¢ oricntation is clnquy in
~our dirccticn.,.In various sections of the country individual e
small groups of SWP members have menifested interest in cur purty and
“have shorn definite sympathy for our viecws and organization,,.It is.
“intercsting that in most ¢ases thesc SWP memb.rs sought us ocut, (nce
“the monolithie sholl of the 8P had cracked (hohuVrrslightlti end |
1ts membcrs were exposed to our idecas, it wes incvitablc viua scctions
of the SWP would rcspond fevor“bly end develop in our direction,., the
faccidental! form of contact would indlcate that there must be in the
s¥p untouched possibilitles requirlnz att@ntion by our Party,,uspvc1-
ally by the local unlts.u y : _ o o

, © In the first place the cldims mede hore ar:/islo*dinﬁ. Ting . )
fmpression is given that the deveclopments menticned took placo efter
the opcning of the second unity negotiatiocns end werc in ‘some = -
relevant manner the result of the unity activitics of the WP, (ur
contcntion is confirmed by the statement about the breaking of the
monolithic shell., Our criticism hes notning tc do with any opinion
we hold es to vhether or not the monolithic shell was ever actunlly
"brokcne Thet is a matter of private opinion, What we mean is the _
fect that thore was no cldm made that the monolfthic shell had bcen
“broken uuntil after the SWP's Fobrhary 1947 declarntion for unity. It
1s a brave PC 'which declarcs that the developments spokcn of in the
‘que qtlons given, began after ﬁbbrugvy 1947 ' _

: "It is a wcll-knnwn fact, “that the prosent mlnoritv in tho SWP

: 13 the remains of thr Goldmnn minoritys This minority began to move |
" in our dircction In 1946 on the bhasis of certain doubts in conncction
- with the Russian question, their crheriences with the Cannon burcsu -
~cracy and ehove all, through their unity tactic which they developed
independently ‘of the WP, Thc WP followed the lesd of tho Goldmane
Morrow minority on the unity qucstion and we picked up the slogan
in.ordcr to £1d the Goldmanites in their strusgle ageinst Cannon,

: The whole trend of the "dcport" in 1ts dealing with the unity
question, gives the 1mprnssion thet it vos tho conduct of the WP in
the recont unity ncgotiations which propelied individuals and qroups
1n the. S4P towqrd the WP, *urthcrmore, this section of the "deport"
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gives the impression that the P has made somg apprcciable imprcasion
on thc SWP menibership by virtuce of the unity negotistions, The
"Repor t" looks so favorably on the possibilities for rceruiting from
the SUP eand influencing the SYP membership, that "The Party, in fact,
recognires this es an Integral port of its perspective of party

building," .

It is an intcresting commcntery on this attitude also, thet when
the oppositieon to unity took the pesition that it was the busincss of
the ¥IP, zm an indcpcendent organizetion, to attempt to .penctrate the
SWP and to dcfecat the SWP in the class struggle and thereby win
over 8liP'crs, our position was rccecived with somc astonishmmt. This
could be¢ donc only from inside the 8P, This position was token
despite the fect that et that time 40 members of the SWP -had joincd
the Wi, end 2s the result of thoir being closcr politically to the WP
than to thoe SYP, : - -

- Thc "Report" of the PC also discovers that "political asseults

~upon thec program and tactics of thc 8{P, inevitable in the noxt :
period, will maturc latent oppositicn to the linc of the S/P amcong it
members, not only in the broad political issues which now dividec us
and which have com to the fore in the cocurse of the unity develop-
m:nts, but morc spocifically in the I'idds of tetticdl; application

of policy." (My omphasis), This is rcally ceptivating. 7Thc broad
~political issue which divdde ‘the VP and the SWP only came to the fore
during the unity ncgotiations, If this 1s true, then we have a lot
of expleining to do. Vo split in 1940 on the Mussian question, e
condemncd the SJP for its "prolotarian military policy". ‘tie condemned
‘their tredc union line and tactics during and after the wrr, ‘o
“condcmncd their position on Stelinism, on the 'natienal Guestion",

and on porty organi zation, ‘e wrote that the political differcnccs
had dsopencd snd th=t the SYWP was a "burrzucratic junsgle"., MNost of
this vcs before the first unity ncgotiations and all of it prcceded
‘the sceond unj ty ncgotiations. ’ '

The next obsorvation we wish to make is in conncetion wiiti the
statcment in the "Heport" that the Perty must wage a political
assault ageinst the SYWP which will influcnce 1ts members in our
dircction, This wns pert of the original opposition of the oppenents
of unity. ° ¢ said that the WP must remain organizationally indcepend=-
ent and cembat the SWP in the class struggle and thoereby influence
its membors or a part of them in cur dircction. *hk point of view
‘was rcjeted in favor of the point of vicw that the only effcctive
way of combatting the SWP was from insidsz that Perty. [hc PC only
discovers the virtucs of independence after unity is rejected by the
SP, ) ' " L

-The opposition also took the position that it was cpposcd 0
the ccaception of building the Party by a serics of entrics, Taction
fights and splits. This is a concept of "party building" which hos:
devcloped in the movement ond to which wc arc opposcde So far cs we
know Cannon 1s thc father of this concept and of the concept thrt
the first tesk of the S/P is to cloer the scenc of all political
opponcnts, It was our pos ition in Febraocry and remains our position
today that the cntry of the WP into the SUP wonld be merely tho
signal for znother fretion fight, ancther struggle for power, not in
the ranks of the prolctariat but insido the Movement in the 1.S.
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i 1hc animction of mony comrgdes in the unirv dnscuss1ons W s

- based on tho concept th t the wey to build the Party is first to get
“ rid of the SV P. How do we do 1£? Le enter that Party and ccrry on
~a struegle for "our podtion". Othcr comradcs werd cruder ena SCilCe
- what more naives: thcy mernly wenend to knock Cennon outy

. Qur objecctions werc es we statcd them:  the ' S' P must be com-
““battcd but the most cffcetive wzy of combatting the SWP is through |
" “the clash of the programs of the tvo parties In the class Strﬂgslc.
Phe position £dopted by the Party wrs that the best way was from the
“impsidc.the SIP, \c oppesed this conccption for the rcascns riven
“ahove and bocouse the ontry into the SUP wes based on the liguidation
--of the Party press - and &ll the organs of oxternal propaganda, Thourc
-wo1ld heve been no WP, No mattcr how vociferously we mainteinad the
‘contrary, none would have known it. hut tho SWP 2nd oursolv\s. Ko
amount of sclf-intoxication about the persistence of our "tcndency"
cmﬂd oblitorﬂtc this significant fzact. : o

: ‘Now. on the q@ustion of thf crack in thoe monolithiém of the SUP,
Again wo must roport that whet vic say hecre is not = postorlor. that
we sey novw is pPQC;801J vhat wc safd in March., It was tho' pos ition

- of thc NC that a crack had boen mcdr in the monolithic ermor of fhe
Cannonites. Vhat was the evidence .for- this? Thc SWP hed rcverscd -
1tself and had mede & dsclaration for unity. Cannon had aamittcd
that the two tendeneics . could!live compatibly in onc party, But .
Canncnhad alrcady saild in tho fibst unity negotiations in 1945 thdt
‘the pol’tical ‘differences v ery not tho primary considaration,: He¢

ven admitted that nothing in principie codd be =advanced against a
tondeney organ, oven an externsl organ, His emly concern was “will
1t weork?" ‘e assume therefore that the majority of our Por ty hed )
‘coma to tho conclusion thot when Cannon "duclgrod for Jnnty ho h"d
bﬁcmﬂn conv.nccd thet it would 'orl : '
_ Comrade N.\cort 1n1y doptuu o far morf ree 1istic °tt1tuae on
this question than the NC when she wrotc that the S'P had rojected
unity burce ucrrtically ﬂnd hed pcvcrsod its21lf Just ‘as burcaucratica=-
11ye. . . b o

Ve orlgin:lly reJthod thb position of th\ NC on this aucstion
and we rcject it today, Tho theory of the "erack" was 4 myth in.
March znd it 1z & myth today. It wrs not a velid ergumcnt thon 1n
favor of unity position end 1t is not a valid argument no..

Ve anc in full accord with the folloying statam“nts of the PC

set down in tho "Statement on Unity..."  4he future of the Workors
Party is by no mocans determined by jts attitudoe tovard the SYP ner
its rclations with 1t,.. Our Party will triumph or b¢ defosntcd

only insofar es i{ts program and policies arc confirmed and shstoined
in the class struecgle..,If tha tendoncy represcented by our Party wonld
have an indpcndcént political rols te play even if it vicre e part of 2
united perty together with the SUP tendceney, this holds with rulti-
plica forch undor conﬁiblons vhon our Party is org“nlzztion 111y indc-
pondunt : . S

That is the position which we put forwn rd in Feb and Harch nnd
whwoh WS r03cctod. Thot is our positicn today. In contrast to the
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PC however we draw the nececsanry end relevant politice 1 end organlzo-
tional cenclusions. The PC does not. It attewpts to ride two horses
travelling in opposite directicns. <Lhe PC has the cgiwiono anct cd
ebove but btemains committcd to un'u,.

—!

- This can only mean that the foerty will not and cannot crient
itself in the spirit of those ouotu%ionu, we can not orient In the
direction set forth in the "Report" nor can the Farty reslly and
effectivély launch the Progrsm oi' hction,

\ie mentioned at the beginning. of this section that we had
'3 ) ithy e .
amended our positlicn on the unity cuestion.. 4this was stated in a
meeting of the PC msjority ceucus in July Jjust after the Johnson

split. '‘e are now answering the attack of the comrades who saoid

thet we vwers re jecting unity on z besis of minciple., Ye vere not

° peady at ther time to take the position which we take now. This is
“the only point in the whole unity debacle where our position has in

any way been determined by thb'event since the openinw of the qecond
unity nepgotlations,

Yie say now: To go .through w 1th this unifxcation R @n‘the terms
origirnally pronosed byus and on the terms of the CIC, wruld in jtself

‘be a capitulatory act, It would be political . ond organx?“tloaal

liquidﬁtion of the VWiP, Ve hold thst the organizational maintenence

‘of the WP today is & matter of principle. we hold that the uninterr

-~

-

upted continuation of the political pronrgﬁndc cf the WP is indiceted
by principled pclitical considerations. To ‘glve up cur propaganda

PRI

‘opportunities ond our propagands. orgens is to effect the polnuncnl

diseolu 1on of our tewdency.

Vie have motivated this position and the PC 'in its unity state-
ment -has implicitly motivated this position, This is our answer to
all comrades who are concerned with the guestion of "principle' or
"tactic". Those who want to argue the qaestion "in general” or who
may have various "hypcthetical cuestions" to ask, or who may feel
that such an sttitude toward "ancther Trotskyist perty" is untenable

will not have their lucubrations disturbed by us,.

Qur P arty must make a definite and unambpiguous TURN, ‘e cannot
continue proceeding by thrusts, and dwists, and pericds of uncertaint;
He must res 1nd cur unity comaittment, and formally call of the unity
negotlat1uns. vie must give the R TURN an adeaquate political moti-
vetion, That is not difficulf Even the document of the PC gives
this. . s :

If there be thoge who sre ;ncllnpd to call off the unity because
of the failure to achieve unity we will not guarell with them, That
is their dilemma, : ‘ "

The Perty must say: "It has been demonstroted that the unifie-
cation of the two parties is not politically correct and 1s organ-
izationally unworkable, Unwerkable due to the coenflict in pollticul
line ond organizationsl tencts, The situntion in the class steugsle
in the US demands the widest possible opportunity for the ﬂpnl"ration
of the politics of the WP, The VP will not abdicate 1ts plece in the
working class political arena nor recsign from the modest Pu* sub-

Jo5

~stantial position it has 504uarcd during the past 7 jears,

Y



It 15 our position that the SVP 1s u dewenerate party.. It
prostitutes znd degrades the nmme of Trotsky. It refurbishes
Stalinism snd concerls its real essence, it porades in the habi11ments
of democrecy while practicing the mést nynic 1 burcaucrstiem, It
rajses opnortunism to the rank of genernl poliecy and rescrts to the
most cucstionahle tactics in 1ts mass work. It compromises vwith Jim-
Grow 2nd consolidates its Jim-Crow cempromises through capltulation
'to baciaiard wcerkers ﬂnd bure°uor'uic suppreosirn inslde tnp Party,

Ihe ranks do not revolt ag:wnst this indoctrination and this
regime. Un the unity question their genuflectlions one day are just
as nauceating &s their aloofness 1ls the next; all reflecting the
-latest moed of the Farty reginme. ' '

Trﬂ? WP AND THE I\TUVTEI‘”E("T

. . This leads to a 4! qcuqoion of the relation bctwenn the VP oond
the Movemsent,

Much of the unity discussion wes bosed on nn sssumption: the

assumpuion theat there 1s a Movement in some reel and genwine wey,

That 15, much of the discussion e2ssumed that the Movement was in

fact a world orgqn1zation with reeal parties and having = rcal inter-

“nationzl lezdership with authority, prestige znd political competénce,

Becauses this is not the case. one conld only get the 1mpresaion that

the Movement was being built during the course of the unity discuss-

ion, That 1s, comrrdes were not Lmllnﬁ en attitude towerd the actual

. Movemeént, bui toward an idea, toward something which was a construce,
tion and not 2 reality, lhey were tal<ing ebout what oupht to be

and. not about what is,

Tha .real problem is not solved by pooing the guestions: 'what '
is therc outsids the Movement?" “"hre you for a new, Movement?"
Neither of these cuestions makes any sense: they hnve no contont :
.and no substance, Unly the intellcctually senile and the politically

inept could pose these questions in any serious way. They are irre-
eleveni, People who ask such qurstions ‘re like children in the
regalia of hobgoblins, trying to s care Puults.

These qrestions rre put with =11 the fervor of a Jesuit, prodding
~his victim to c-nfess thet thoe brnvd and wine are the real boay end
blood of Christ,

o The Movement was bern in respense to real pelitical necessity.
"That nced is no less real today thon it was a decade ago, ‘“ihile its
main body of doctrine, es developed by Tretsky, is still alive, 1t is
becoming more nnd more encrusted with political carrion, orgmization-
al bureaucratism end stupidity. Tt is quite a spectable to behold a
movement projected for the purpose of combatting Stalinism politicall;
and orgnnizaticnzally; 1ltself teking on the colorat:on of .political
and organizational St?linism.

_ The WP will not be performing its proper function if we compro-

mise with this tendency in the name of "internatiomlism" cr bf

"buildlng thoe Movemont.' ‘ ‘
906
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e must.wage irreconcileble viarfare ago ‘nst the low statc of
pol*tleccl and sociellist worality of fthe political mevement today,
whic. flnds discourageing manifostations in the Movement iteelf,
This is 2n exbremely serious quastion. Wo have witnossed the
~daportrmient of Smith, the loading functionsry cf the Movement, aa:
he sought to put over his SUCODQ*uf(Py conspiratorial »greﬁm@ﬂun
‘with Canncn: ‘his man's conception of the fight for sociclism is
apparsently thet of the prizc. fl;hter who hes been assured thri ho
will win no matter who often he hits his opponsant helow tht hels,
e have scen e21ll the mechinations, the political 2nd organizaticnal
bribery; the politlceal meanderinegs, the distertions of the “/P position
gnd the downright falsIficetions vwhich have been imposed by the
lecdership of the MNecwvement, ' -

To close ona's eyes to these hos'wa reelities i3 to soy that a
"burecaucratic jungle" can be the hirth pleee of . sociaiism end wro-
letarian decédncy,

The Movement is nct aw : :iMovementi, It cen navor emerge from
its sickness vith the present LOCOMPShip or eny leadership that is at
precsent cn the horizon, HNot unly is the prosent leadership politic-
ally and orgenizationslly incompestent, it is astonishingly inent,
bureancr-tic and fgctional. It has no prastige or authroity and does
not de servn'ﬂny. this leadsrshir hes orly the most primitive and
clementory concvpticn cf 1ts basks,. T% does not und:rstand thb times,
nor how to proceed withh the most difficult job of mobilizing, cven -

‘a small section of the world proletirict. 1t uscs the name of Trotsky
but, it is not the volce of Trotsgye It 1s only the cloying hand of
Cannon, ' ‘ '

No Movement cen be built with the concepts and natheds of the
present 1eadurship. To be sure it will be easy for those to build
something who believe that the Stalinist army of 1945 wes Tretsky's
Red &riny, or who believe thot Russie s only & cnse of "burcrerctism,
or who bcileve that the refusal to take peanut shells cut cof desk
"when told to by the teacher, is a revolutﬂon‘ry act. Pecoplowhe believe
these things while they at the samc time take = most cwvnical =nd
. oppar tunitst position on the Neppo in the unions, bhecruse "thc workers
won't understend,” will hove no sorious difficulty in building thir
Movement, “hey have already built it, lh“lr Hovemont 1s Chmple
and rceady for the last rites, : ‘ :

n

The building of the ne': Moverent will recuire complete attention
to the realities of the times, Ths Party hes seid in its rcsolutions
what this mcens.  We cre attempting to build internationslly not only
in theperiod of cepltelist decline but of poletarian decline as well,
and the ascendancy of otelinism, ve do not have the inspiration
of ‘any grecnt world cvent 'such 2s the Great Uctober Revelution, ‘Tthis
mecans st‘r+3ng encw, with o now progrem in part, with vide lotitude
in org ational approoch and above all with a certnin dogrec of
pOliElCQl flexibility, It fs onc thing to demend holitical inflexibila-
ity from the present partics of the llovemeht mnd quite enother for
these pertics or the Movement to domand this same degrcoe of inflexie
bjility from 211 wenner of groups vhich moy be material for o now
Movement 4 :

To got s tarted on the a rducus task of building a IGIGMD)t todey .
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= yequires‘n sort of "open deor" poliey on the part of the Movement,
"~ This policy wust be followecd if ticre is to be any opportunity for
getting close to any mess of workers, ' ‘ : '

The posent Trot kyist” movement can only be a world Erdrc, a
p( .l- H] .

.politicrl (Pdru. lho tragoay is thrt todny it is not aven that.

 1eadﬁroh1p would ﬂbanuon all urhtonsionv that thcre is a gcnuwno

. Movement. *he EPC would be called for the purpose only of consolide

.ating the cacdre of the Movemcnt ond for exploring the field in order

to discover new forcecs and ne w mcans of approach to the mnsscs of the
world., 1t would not proceed 'as if", as 1s planncd for the EPC.

[ 4

The only pqrty which is thdoretically and jdeologice ly proeparsd
" to .glve the leadership outlined sbove is our Party. ‘e must assert
_vthIS boldly., "e must do away with our insipid timidity, our scif-
‘denigration nnd cur colessal ovasion of this reoponsibglltv unde r
the cover of 'sm2ll foreces [ organizational feticism, "objcctive
situation," The building of the Movement 1is today only in £he prop-
‘eganda stage, the programmotic ouupo. It hes not reached the organe-
ization stage in eny practical way. Therefore thequestion of forces
'is not the duClSlvo quostion. , :

, It 1s our positlon that the Party withdr-w its committmoent to
fthe CI1C. That we signify our'intention to sttend the EPC “*ith the
demand. thet we be accorded the right of voice and votc, irrcespective
.of any committment or absence of committment, For cur Party to take
_any othcr attitude, in the ancrete siturtion und circumstancces is not
“to take ouroolvcs seriously, : -

te must sﬂy, oven if we are. forced to s'mnd siloney" wo will fight
.- for our program, for our idcas and our pesition, -Yc will penctrate
the Hovenment from the outside bofore we will submit to any subordine-
‘tion of those idens and our program on tho insids of the Hoverient "

our pr“stlgo among the sections of the “ovpmcnt and amcng the
workers of the world will depend primorily. on vhat we are able to-
~accompiish here in ourown country, Can ve build 2 P wrtv hzro? Con
we acquire any apprec~“ble inf'lucnce angd prostige smeng the wvrolcteor-
inrt in the US? Thesc are the declisive questicns, Not whather or not
we arc members of a fictien2al Movement which exists meinly in the
]mﬁ?lnlnﬂs of its ndhprvnts. ‘ :

. If no rovnluu cnary prty is built in the US there will be no-
Movemont built, A HMovement must be composed of oartics with mcmbors
and influence. In the present sitvstion reoal partics will not arisc
in Burope. - 411 tht can bg hoped for is the existence of woefully
weak sactses Furthermore, cven if geme proletarisn upheavsls should
come in Furope, thov could only wmrke headway on thoe strongth of ald
from the working cless in the US, To think in any othcr woy 1s to
dell in bCV“r-Novrr Lend, . ' ‘

The VP must estfblish a lovoment in the US., This is wherc it
,‘Bnloneu. e are not afraid to have it noere we arc not concurncd
witn tho problem of "fOP(lﬂn&P°' :nfCPftrln* in tho affoirs of ocur
Party. . the center of the ‘Nov wment belongs at the center of intor-
atjonal Jmperialasm- where theree 1s the possibility ¢ remoiningof
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taking an adventge of the remnants of bourgecis democracy and vhaeroe
the lergest proleterist in the werld is still “free," and hmsed,
clothed, 2nd fed, '

The WP must establish $tsolf og the propogands conteor of this
devclopment, We can do thise 1% wust be a cemter for the propaga-
tion of cur igegs and our program., The orgnanizational dctails do not
belong here, '

E.R. McKinncy,
November &, 1947
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