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EDITORIAL NOTE

The bulk of the material published in this bulletin first appesr-
ed as two btulletins prepared by Shirley Waller and published by the Iio=-
visional National Committee for a Socislist Youth League c¢irca 1946, The
bulletins were allowed to go out of print and were never reissued as the
general drift of that organizetion and its parent affiliste, the Workers
Party (later called the Independent Socialist League), was further and
further to the right. The publication of this meterial would have shown
only too graphically the distznce the groups had traveled from their orig-
inal principles,

Added to the original material is a new introduction and summary
gsections at the end of Part ¥ and Part II all written by Tim Wohlforth.
Also added is a short excarpt from lenin's article "Youth International®
which states clearly his views on the independence of the youth, In order
to make these additions certain supplementary material which appeared in
the Weller pamphlets originally has been omitted.

Work has already begun on a second educational bulletin to bring

the history of the socialist youth movement up to date,

COVER wame "Nie Wieder Krieg" (No More Wer) by Kethe Kollwits
Kathe Kollwitz was a sympathizer of the Young Sparticus Ieague, a
revolutionary Socialist Youth orgenization in Germany in the 19207s,

This poster was done for Middle German Youth Day, Liepzig, august 2-4, 1924,
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INTRODU CTION

Tae 20th century world was most aptly described by Lenin as the "Evoch
of Wars and Revolutions."™ Ve have seen that the First World war, Wilson's
"gar to end all wars," was followed after only a brief tranquil period by the
Second World War. The Second Vorld liar was brought onirously to en end when
the Uunited States dropped atcomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagaseki, ushering
in the atomlc sra.

Hardly a year after the end of the Second World Wwar the Cold War begen,
bringing thke world time and time again to the "brink of war" and occasicnally
going over the brink as in Koreas The advent of nuclear weapons has trens-
formed peace from a laudatory sentiment to a necessity if men is to survive
at alle The question of "Whal Road to Peace?" is therefore the most burning
question of our time and all thinking peopie should attempt to arrive at an

angwer to ite

The carly history of the international socialist youth movement has
great relevancy to this current problem, For the Youung Socialilst Interna-
tional was forred in the time of the first great imperialist war and devoted
most of its energies to the development of an anti-war program. Its adherents
utilized the Marxist method to discover the roots of modern war in the cap-
italist system itself. They then worked out a concrete progrem of struggle
against war whose ultimate objective was the transformetion of the social and
economic system which engendercd wer into a socialist system based on rmtual

cooperation anong peoplc and nations.

They did not succeed in preventing the First Vorld War because of the
treachery of their elders who controlled the social democratic parties. But
their method of struggle sgainst war was vindicated positively in the triumph
of the Russian Revolution and negatively in that Vorld Wwar 11 was made possible
by the desertion of these principles by the mass Sociglist and Communist

parties.

The Young Socialist is publishing this pamphlet, first with the hope
that a new accourt of the origins eand eariy history of the international
socialist youth movement will contribute to a re-evaluation of the socialist
methods of struggle against ware. ©Such a re-evaluation can lead to a theore-
ticel rearming of the socialist youth movexent for the all-importent task of

averting a third world war.

Secondly, we hope that this publication will fil} an imjortant gap in
the education of young socialists in all lsnds. TFor scie time now there has
been unavailable in Eaglish any account of the early history of the inter-
national socialist youth movement., This has led to a situation where meny of
those activ2s in building socialist youth orgenizations in Fnglish speaking
countries ere but dimly aware of the historic rcots and tracitions of their
movemente

1. The Role of Kerl Liebknecht

The personslity of one individual, Karl Liebknecht, dominated the early
years of the Cocialist Youth International. Liebknecht was responsible, more
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then any other individual, for the formation of independent youth organizations
in the period from 1900 to 1914 and for directing the energies of these organ-
izations against the war drive of the imperialist nationss

Karl Liebkmecht was born in 1871 while his fether, Wilhclm Liebknecht,
one of the founders of the First Ipternational, was in jail for his socialist
activities, After training as a lawyer he entered active socialist politics
at an early age, He soon found that the German Social Democratic Party
(SPD) was evolving slowly and ponderously awey from the ldarxian precepts on
which it had been founded, He wam forced to struggle time and time agein
against the bureaucratic leadership of the Perty which continued to give 1lip
service to Merxism while it sdestopped anything which brought it into head-on
struggle with the capitalist cless and its powerful state..

Liebknecht noted with increeasing anxiety the preparations of the great
imperialist nations for another war. He watched the stockpiling of weapons
in one country after another, the increase of patriotic propagenda and the
development of large military orgunizetionss He felt that if this trend were
allowed to continue, not only would the world be faced with another bloody war,
but the capitalists would be able to dse petriotism and militarism in order
to prevent a socialist revolution,

Liebkmecht realized that the struggle ageuinst war and militerism was
basically a struggle between the capitalists and the working class over the
minds of the youth, Further, end this was 'his greatest contribution to the
socielist movement, he recognized that in order to combat bourgeois $nfluences
over the youth, it was necessery to organize independent youth organizations. .
One could not simply urge the youth to vote for the Party and join it. One
must allow the socialist youth to form their own organizations which they
would run for themsslves,

VWithin these indspendent organizations the youth could learm through
experience to be real socialist revolutionaries and would graduate into the
ranks of the party, PFurther, they could reach out more easily than the party
itself to other young people and win them over to socizlist ideas. It was
necessary for the party to work with and give support to these youth organis-
zations, but not to dominate them.

In 1904 he proposed to the SPD convention that the Party launch a cam-
paign against militariam esmong the youth, He was turned down. In 1908, in the
aftermath of the 1905 Revolution in Russia which had a radicalizing effect on
the Buropean social democracy, the pariy favored on paper the development of
an independent youth movement. It was during this period that lLiebknecht wes
instrurental in launching the South Cerrurx youth organization, However by
1908, while Liebknecht was in juil for writing his femous pamphlet ™iliterism
end Anti<flitarism,” the SFD gave up the eenceps of an independent youth
movement and & struggle ageinsgt militerism. Liegen, head of the trade unien
movement, characterized the youth moverent as “a migtaken undertaking."

However Liebknecht's influence could not be suppresseds It was the
South German yoush whom he had helped organize, that issued the call for the
International Conference at Stuttgart in 1907 which actuelly founded the In-
ternational Union of Socialist Youths



2, Militarism and Anti-lfiliterism

A history of the Intermational Sociallst Youth liovement is incomplete
without some mention of Kerl Liebknecht's one great pisce of writing -- the
pamphlet "Militerism and Anti-lMilitarism."™ This pamphlet had a profound in-
fluence on conteuporsry young sociclists when it was first published. In meny
ways it contributed ideologically to preparing young revolutionists for the
transition which wus to come from the traitorous Second Internstional to the
new Communist International, Further, as a sociological treatment of what
Co Wright Mills calls the Lilitary Establishment, it belongs with the great

Norxist classicse.

First and foremost, liebkuecht states, militarism is designed to be
used. "against tlie enemy abroad." The army is utilized to protect the invest-
ments of the capitalists in various colonial lends, and to protect the interestr
of the capitalist class of one netion when conflicts arise witl tho ecapi~
talist class of another nation. In this process the working people who make
up the army are pitted sgainst their fellow workers in other lands and against
the colonial peoplese. «ll this is done ™under the cloak of spreading Chris-~
tienity and civilization or of defending the national honour." il may add
that today the overthrowing of the arbenz government in Guatemala or Mossedegh
in Iran or sending troops into Lebulion is done under the additional closk of
fighting the "Comxminist menece "

The army is also used domestically. The capitalist tekes a section of
the working class, separates them from their fellow workers and trains end
disciplines them to the point where he can utilize them to police their
fellow workers in the interests of the capitalists., Thus the army has been
used time and time again to breuk strikes and shoot down workerss. 4merica
has probaebly seen more of this, from the Pullman Strike down to the use of the
National Guard in Harlan County, hentucky this year, than most European
countriess

In order to utilize the working class as an armed prop to the capitalist
gystem both at home and abroad the capitalists must "“educate"™ the soldier so
as to nullify his critical capacities of thought and counteract his conscious-
ness of his own interests. In order to do this the soldier is first removed
from his home environment and placed in an isolation ward -~ the barracks.
This frees him from the direcet influence of his family and fellow workerse
Then he is dressed in a uniform cvesigned to set him apsrt and to flatter him,
In order to instill the instant obedience of the soldier the army uses both
the "whip"™ to frigliten him into obedience and the "ecarrot" in the form of
ranks, medals, etc,

On top of all this the expense of keeping a stunding army is pawned off
as much as possible upon none other thun the working class, through texes.
Liebknecht sums up the whole absurd situation as follows:

"The Capitalist classes, like the ruling classes of other social systems
make use of their coercive donination based upon the exploitation of the proe '
letariat for the following purpose: the oppressed end exploited classes are
not only compelled to make their own chains, but even to pay for them as far
as possible. It does not sulfice that the sons of the people are turned into
the terturors of the people, but even the pzy of these torturers is, as much
as possible, wrung from the sweat and blood of the people."
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For all these reasons, which are as true today as they were in Liebknecht®
day and in some ways more so, militarism is deadly dangerous to the working
class. It is not a hopeless bvattle, howsver, The capitalists heve generally
found ths army to be unreliable when used against workers during sirikes. 1In
the United States it was necessary time and time again to use troops fron
another region in the suppression of strikes. If socialists actively propa-~
gandized the army, they could have considerable influence in combating

military indoctrinatione

For this reason Liebknecht paid special attention to the work of young
socialist groups in reaching consoripts and youth zhout to be conseripied with
anti-militarist propaganda, In fact the last sentence of his book stautes
provocatively: "He who has the youth has the ermy." (emphasis in orginall,

3. Liebknecht and Comunism

Liebknecht again came into prominence during Viorld Var I, On Dec. 2,
1914, he alone in the German perlisment voted ageinst the issusnce of wer
credits, From that moment on Liebknecht led a struggle which led to a split
from the SPD and finally to the organization of the Spartacus Bund which
in solidarity with Lenin led the stiuggle of the working class to end the war
through workerst power. ILenin, in this period, was fond of characterizing
his own methods of struggle against wer as distinet from the right wing or the
centrists by referring to "Lieblmecht's Way".

During the course of the Spartacus uprising, Liebknecht and Rosa
Luxemburg were murdered with the help of the social democrats, Noske, Schiedman
and Ebert, The Young Cormmunist International was organized around the princi-
ples that Karl Liebknecht hed fought fors

4. Liebknecht's Tradition

Today many youth remain adherents of the older Second International
parties, This is especially true in western Europe. These young people have
failed to learn the lessons that the pioneers of the socialist youth movement
learned back in 1914, But an even greater tragedy beset the vital new Come
munist International. While it wus still barely coming into its own, assimi=-
lating the lessons of the October Revolution and learning how to apply these
to the unique situation ewuch individual section faced, the isolation of the
USSR head its effect in the growth of a conservative bureaucratic stratum. This
stratum soon reached out and destroyed the revolutionery kernel in the Inter~
national transforming it into a mere subsidiary function of its foreign office.

Today there is no Communist International and no Young Communist Inter-
nationals The "Comrmnist® youth, like their adult parties, substitute hopes
for a deal with american imperialism for the socialist class struggle road to
peaces They, t00, have turned away fram the traditions of the founders of the
international socialist youth movement.

The Young Socialist in the U.S. and revolutionary socialist youth in
other countries throughout the world are the inheritors of the traditions of
the founders of the international socialist youth moverent. lie base ourselves




on the concept that the struggle for peace is a struggle agsinst capitalism,
Lasting pesce cannot be achieved through a deal between heads of governments;
it can come only from the establishuent of workers' stetes in the edvanced
cepitalist countries,

For meny years revolutionary youth of ell countries celebrated "L Day" -
a day of tribute to Lonin, Liebknecht and Luxemburge. It is to Liebknecht's
memory that we dedicate this history as well as our present struggle fov
socialism,

~=Tim ‘Wohlforth, editor Joung Sncialist




PART I IRMM ITS ORIGIN TO 1919

A. LIFETUS

In early capitelist and precapitalist society, the youth played &
negligible role which was for the most part confined to the guilds. The ine
creasingly important role of the youth reached its height with the develomment
of the imperialist stege of cepitalism which provided a broader economic base
for increasing the econcmic role of the young worker and thereby increasing
manifold the role played by the youth in the class struggle. While in the
national revolutions of Burope from the beginning of the 19th Contury upwerds,
the youth in large numbers played a significant role, its real participation

in class events as an organlzed foroce was postponed until the close of the
century and the opening of the twentieth.

The growth of invention and industry brought with it structural changes
in the econmmic arder, similtaneously changing the role of youth in socisty,
The factory system created entirely new conditionsj youth entered industry in
vast numbers, With this occurrence came the diminution in importance of the
apprentice character of youth labor, and its final liguidation as a decisive
problem,

Despite the wrong attitude of the Social Democretic Parties towards the
youth, the very existence of an international orgsnization of the working
class proved an impartant influence in the orgemization of the ycuih,

l. Anti-Militarism
A numbsr of early youth movemsnts found an irjetus for their development
on the basis of anti-militarist activity. This was true of the following:

Jeunes Gardes (Young Guerds) of Belgiulle « o o o o o o o o «18886
Holland Soclalist Youthe o« « ¢ ¢ o ¢ s ¢ ¢ o o 6 6 0 » » o 41885
Socialist Youth Iﬂag‘l@ of Swedén « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 3 o 0 6 o ¢ o 41895
Socialist Youth of Switzerland « o « ¢ o s ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o #1900
Italicn Socdalist Youth Federation.e o o o o ¢ 5 ¢ o o o o 2601
Social Democratic Youth League of Korvway ¢ ¢« o« ¢ ¢ o ¢ s o #1902

2, Organizations of Zconomic Struggle
The exceptional conditions of exploitation was the impetus for the fore

mation of the following youth organizationa:

Young Workers League of Austrifie ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o #1894
Federation of Free Youth Leagues of Northern Germeny . » ,1904

3. Education
The growing need to educate youth for socialism resulted in the forme-
tion of the following groups:

Socialiat Youth of Spine ¢ o« o o o ¢ o 06 o0 ¢ o o o 1803
Young Vorkers Lesagues of South Germenye o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o 21904

Youth organizations were then crgeriied in Hungary end Denmmark (1905),
Finland {1908) and the United Statea (1907).



B. PARTY -~ YOUTH RELATIONS

The youth organizations came into heing ss a result of the initiative of
the youth themselves, aided by the support of the revolutionery elemsnts of
the Social Demccracy. They received the bulk of their support from the left-
wing, while officially the parties remained either passive or in direct .
opposition to the youth orguniz-ticns and their activities,

The role and activities of the youth organizations were becoming a
point of dispute in the Second Intsrnational which rese in sharp form et itse
Stustgart conferance end tha post-Stuttgart period. This s’ruggle was not
solved until the formation of the Communist Internaticnale 4s on all questicr
of a furdlzental character, sc on the guestion of the youth, the struggle be-~
tweza the revolutionery and reformist wirgs of the Seccnd International was
extramely bitter, The left-wing contendad that the youth organizations mst
essantially be crgmizations of struggle in the generasl field of politics and
espacially in ths sphere of auti-militarist work, not neglecting, of course,
the economic straggles of thes young workers, The reformist wing tried o
linis the activity of the youth orzenlzation eround the rights of appreantices,
eccromic struggles under the immediate supervisien emd dirsction of the
Social Democratic trede unions, and to concentrate uprcen gensral education and
cultural work. 7The refarmizsis W shed to relegate the youth to the backeground,
and thus liquidate tie vwhole problem,

It bocomes gquite clear then why the Austrian end North German orgeniza-
tion mirrored the refomist socisl-demccracy and were vastly difrerent than
the militent ycuth organizations elsewhere, Iliany factors acted in favor,
hovever, of the 1laft wing furces in the youth movement. It was less weighted
dovn by the parliamentzry actions end tredition of the Social Democracy, was
more receptive to the taeories of Marxism, and hence, was nore militant,

The left-wing forces in the Parties were t first to recognize the
role of the youta in the class struggle and immedliaetely wished to lend 1t
support and help it in its work. 4Among the first was sarl Liebinecht . The
issus of militariam was the first cver which he raised his voice, 4t the
internaticuel congreases of the Social Democracy in laris, 1890 and amsterdam,
1904 the questions weve raised fram the point of view of adili aid to the
youth and for ths construction of sn international youth organization. Such
decisions were adoptad through the insistence of Kari Liebknscht. but thsy
were only paper dscizions and mede only for the record. The Social-Democracy,
except for the left wing, really didn't intend to carry them out,

C. THE YOWUNG GUARD ~-- A MCLEL

The activities of the Belgian Young Guerd, by far itine most important
orgenization at this stage, stands out during this pericd. 4 good many of
its activities remain as models far the present dey orgenizations. The Young
Guards was founded in 1886 during an scuie industrial crisis., The strike
weve aficcting particularly the niners wes met with the interveniion of tae
strike breaking army and the shootlng dovn of strikers. In the fzce of this
class struggle background, the youth orgsnization beceame alin.ost entirely
anti-militarist,
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The Young Guard issued two papers "Le Conscript™ (The Kecruit) and
"Ie Caserne® (The Barrack), in the French and Flemish langueges, By 1907,
the papers had a c¢irculation of 100,000 copies.

In 1889 a national federation was formed., The movement now held
regular anti-militarist demonstrations followed by mass meetings. FProtracted
activity at the barrscks and esmong the recruits, with astounding results,
led to the ettempts at suppression by the government, In 1911, Lenin referred
t0 the Belglian youth organizaetion as an example and model for anii-pilitarist
ac‘biﬂty.

The activity of the Belglsn organization and the splendid truditions
associated with 1t, kad a sharp influencs upon the other youth organizetionc,
The Italian youth in particuler, approximated the activities of the Belgian
organization and was destined to play a most important role in later years.
The French youth likewlise embarked on a course of anti-militerist asctivity.
With the threat of war between Norway and Sweden in 1903, the Swedish youth
adopted an anti-war resolution and entered this field of work aleo,

D. THE STUTTGART COLFERENCE

For some time now, there existed a number of individual national youth
organizations without international connections or form. Such a condlitfion
could not last long, The international character of the class struggle mads
it imperative to construct an international orgsnizstion of the youth as well
as of the Perty.

The Union of Youth Workers of South Germany, et its congress in Sept,
30, 1906 went on record in favor of an international youth organization.
From this decision a provisional international committee composed of Karl
Liebknecht (Germany) and Delian (Belgium) was established, This committee
was the orgenizer of the Stuttgart Conference, the first international youth
gathering, held on August 24-26, 1907 immediately following the congresa of ti
Social Democracy at Stuttgart, Germany.

l. Formation of iAn International Youth Organization

Following the opening report of Deian, the conference decided to
establish an international youth orgenization and nemed it "The Internstional
Union of Socialist Youth Organizations"™. The first international bureaun
whose seat was in Vienna was composed of five members: Liebknecht (Germany),
DeMan (Belgium), Winarsky (austriz), Moller (Sweden), end Roland-Holst
{(Holland). DeMan was elected international secretary, but in the early part
of 1908 he was replaced by Robert Dannenberg, a foellowsr of the reformist
Austrian organization. The name of the international wes soon shortened to
"Socialist Youth International",

2, Resolution on War

The conference was divided on the major issues into revolutionary and
reformist wings, with the former predominating. While at the Social Democratic
Congress the revolutionary resolution on the war was more or less a concession
to the left-wing on the part of the growing centrist terndency, in the youth
movement the roformist influences were in a distinct minority.

The resolution of the Party Ccngross proposed by Lenin, Luxemburg, end
Martov gave the lead to the youth conference, The resoluition is very clear
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in expressing the idea of a struggle against war through revolutionary ac-
tivity; and if failing in this, prevention of war, to utilise such methods

that would turn the imperialist war into a civil war resulting in the destruce
tion of capitaliam. The leadei* in the Tight for this vicwpcint &t the youth
conference was Karl Lieblmecht. He made the report on “The otruggie Ageinst
Militarism™, On the bacis of the report he wrote Mijlitarism end inti-ldliteris
The report which was intended for public consumption had to be compiled 'in e
careful msaner, for aiready the indictment of Lisbknecht for high treason had
begun, (Hence the conierence was closed to ouisiders).

3. Resolution on Education

The sacond main guestion around the dlscussion of "Socialist Educeticn
and Cultural Work™, was reported on by Roland-Holst. On this issue also there
was expressed in sharp form the differences between the revelutiorary and
reformist elements. The conference correctly decided that socialist education
cou’d not be non-political or divorced from the class struggsle itself,
General edugation, separate and apart from the class struggle was the point
advocated by the reformist elements of the Social Denucracy who tried to pre-
vent the youth from an active participation in the celass struggls. Since
there were many legal restricitions on the German Yarty, they wished to permit
the youth to act according to the laws of the land but opposed their extra-
legal worke. The conference, neverthzless, adoptad a line of struggle ' -~
(a) against militarism; (b) against sleeholism; (¢) and the econamic struggle.

While in essence adopting a correct position, the conference, seemingly
as & concession to the right-wing, pitted the relation between education and
activity by stating that the education of the youth shoulé predominate over
pariicipation in the cless struggle. This false concepsiion of theory and
practice was finally corrected by the Young Cormunist Lnternaticnal and in the
day to day life of the Soclalist Youth Internationsl,

4. ZEeonomic Position of Youth

- The final point of the conference, the "Economig¢ rosition ¢f the
Apprentices and the Young Workers™ was reported on by Alparl, The report
went beyond the reformist conesptions of Dannenberg and the Austrian organ-
ization, i.e, of protest commissions with the aim of reform pure anrd simple.
Alparl stressed the need of +the main concentration upon large scale indus-
tricss, Up until that time only the Austrien, Hungariap, North German and
sections of the South German crgenizations had concerned themselves with this
field of worke. Alpari also favored the establishment of "defense commission®
for the apprentices, whose task it would be to watch egainst excesses in

exploitation of the apprentices,

On the whole, the Stuttgart Conference adopted a good program of
struggle, in spite of the efiorts of the Social Democracy to mevent this. In
view of the entire situation. there was a great deal of unclarity at the
conference, Still the main line was a revolutiocnary larxian approach to
problems, The major aim of the conference was the struggle against war and
militarism in the spirit of Llebknecht and in line with the pronosals of
Lenin and ILuxemburg, as adopied at the Social Democratic Congress Leld also
at Stuttgart.

SEL S SRR AR GvR MBS s e Gk W AR MRS WERG TRem el cmeegn e cuvmt  rmmeww et Gt semee

* Because of this he was sentenced to prison for one and a half yeers.
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E. THE WAVE OF REFORMISM AND TIHE YOUTH

The upward growth of imperielism brought with it a corresponding sgrowth
of the right-wing elements; it created a world aristocracy of labor in the
ranks of the workers movement., The defeat of the Kussian Revolution in 1905
was also an important factor in the ensuing ebd of the youth movement. ke-
formist leaderships dominated most of the Parties of the Second International,
The "History of the Y.C.I." describes this period, "slas! The declaratiocns
of the Stuttgart Congress were not carried out, From 1907 on, first in German;
and then in the majority of European countries, Social Democratic parties and
trade unions who had no relations with the organizations of the union of
youth, and in meny cases (Austria and Switzerland) Lad persecuted them -
suddenly developed a strong effection towards tinexperienced youth' and re-
solved to direct them on the 'right roadts First Schuliz, end after him
other apostles of opportunism, frightened by the revolutionary spirit of the
independent orgunization - proclaimed & liberal tpedogogical! principle:
'"The youth must not mix in politics's Then in the interests of Social
Democracy, #nerchism was discovered eawmong the youth and es a result a theore-
tical transformation of the young proletarians into helpless children
was formulated, the idea of dissolving the Independent Unions of Youth end
setting up Comnittees of Youth, composed of representetives of parties and
trade unions."

This reformist attitude was accompanied by govermmenrtal repressions
universally, but mainly in Germany. 1In 1907, the Germen govermment issued &
decree which forbade youth from belonging to political organizations or fram
attending political meetings. <his decree was enforced by the government
with the aid of bayonets, whips and prison., Liebknecht wes already sentenced.
Various youth sections answered these repres8ions by intensifying their activi-

tye

Added to this, the reformist wing of the German Social Democracy began
to take action ageinst the youth orgunizations which had until then funec-
tioned autonomously, In 1908, at the Hamburg Conference of the Trade Unions,
Legion declared in the name of the social democratic trade unions that a
separate youth organization was a "mistaken (false) undertaking.® In spite
of the protests of the youth, the German Party at its congress in September
1908 at Kurenmburg proceeded to liquidate the North Gexman, South German and
local youth organizations. In its place, it instituted commissious of party
districet camittees to carryforth agitetion and education for the youth, In
spite of the struggle of Liebknecht's group, they could not prevent the
carrying through of these decisions, On Jauuary 1, 1909, the larty's Central
Committee of the Working Youth of Germany issued a paper "The Vorking Youth®
in place of the militant "Young Guard", The head of the committee was nons
other than Fritz Ebert, the first Fresident of the German Republic,

The activity of the youth orgenizations, now completely dominated by
the Party and trade unions became colorless units of a petty-bourgeois
character, Lducation was the chief feature of these groups, but this educa-
tion was non-political. The groups played games, held sccial gatherings,
etes In Austria a similar development took place. While the youth main-
tained their separate existence here, it was nothing less than & formal orgen-
ization indulging purely in sports and play,
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Holland saw the same occurronce enacted as that begun in Cermany. In
1010, a split occurred between the revolutionary and reformist elements. The
reformists established an organization similar to that of the Cerman, called
"The Central Committee of the Working Youth of Holland," In France too,
the youth were placed under the direct control of the Party. Soon. this
process was followed in Bohemia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Finlend, Demmark. epd

America, ; 4

This develomment naturally did not take place everywhere with such ease
and thoroughness. The youth organizations of Iltaly, Sweden, Norwey end
Switzerland, successfully resiated the effort to destroy their organizations,
The Italien youth movement, in particular, played a leading role in this
struggle egainst reformism and for the continuation of a revolutionary

struggle against capitalism.

The Italian orgenization enjoyed a period of tremendous growth, activi ty
and education, Faremost in its activity was anti-militarist work in which
respect it mirrored the Belgian Young Guards. Through propagandizing the
soldiers via its illegal army groups and its press, the movement camc into
conflict with the opportunist Party leadership. Following the struggle
against the imperialist venture of Itely in Tripoli, the youth organization
came into open struggle with the Party regime. In 1909, the Central
Cormittee of the youth adopted a resolution againet the Party regime for its
opportunism and reasserted its revolutionary position on the guestion of war
and militerism, In this resolution a call was raised for a second interna-
tional youth conference and proposed thet this conference institute a prace
tical program for international action against war. 4s the struggle ensued,
the Party in 1912 led by the reformist wing proposed licuidetion of the
youth movement in the manner of the German Social-Democracy. This proposal
brought matters to a head and in this struggle the opportunist leadsrship

lost control of the Perty to the left winge

The Swedish and Norwegian youth orgenizations were extremely active in
the FParty in the struggle against opportunism; thereby it played a leading
role in the Party itselfs Fcllowing thegencrel strike of 1908, the cleavege
between the youth end the Party sharpsned, so that the left wing issued their
own paper, "Stormklocken™. Here, the fight in the Swedish organization was
such that workers beyond the age of "youth"™ entered the youth orgenization
where they could combine with the militants. In time, the relaticns between
the Party and youth improved. It was agreed that the older comrades would
re-enter the Farty and in turn the Perty would iend active support to the
youthe At the 1912 Congress, the Swedish youth participated more actively in
the inner Party questions with the aim of bolstering the left wing forces.

F. COPENHAGEN CQTFERENCE

The reformist elements did not wholly succeed in their aim of capturing
the youth orgrnizations. The decisions of Stuttgart were full of meaning to
the Italian, Swiss, Norwegean youth and to the Left Socialist Youth of Holland,
a3 well as the left opposition of Cermany. They kept aloft the bamner of ine
ternationalism during the greet betrajyal. However, the internatiousl Burean
was inactive due to the leadership of Duanenburg who succumbed to tha right
wing. Nevertheless, the left groups called for a new international cornference-
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The second international conference of the youth, held in Copenhagen,
September 1910, was represented by 32 delegates plus many visitors. Liebknecht
reported on the gquestion of anti-militarist work which was followed by the
adoption of a resolution along the lines laid down at Stuttgert. 4 most im=-
portant question on the relations between the youth and the Party was intro-
duced with Dannenberg favoring the subordination of the youth to the reformist
Party leadership. Nothing was done about this matter; Dannenberg remained
head of the Bureau,

G. DBASIE CONFERLNCE

The outbreak of the Balksn War in 1912, acutely raised the danger of a
world conflicte. This circumstance brought about the conference of the Soclal
Democratic International which adopted a geries of actions against war, only
to cast it aside two years later for the most rabid chauvinism. At the time
they held their conference, the youth also convened at Basle, on Nove 25th.

Under the lsadership of Dannenberg, they proceeded to take meesures that
meant the liquidation of the youth intermational. Against Dannendberg's con-
cepts, the Italian youth proposed a sirengthening of the movenent, the
creation of a genuine internationel progrem and a functioning and disciplinsd
Bureau., While the struggle really unfolded after the conference, the outbreak
of the war only made clearer the deep divisions existing in the worksrs move-
ment.

H. THE WORLD WaR AD THE GROWTH OF THE OPPOSITION

The war brought about a "erisis in opportunism®™. This tendency in the
Socialist International was prepared long before the great betrayal of 1914,
but the war gave impetus and open expression to this course, Under the in-
fluence of the Parties, a nationalist sentiment existed in some of the youth
movements, Hundreds of youth functionaries joined the army and cexrried on an
agltation for war. While the Social Democracy supported the wer, the gocialist
leaders in France and Belgium entersd their respective bourgeols governments.

The German youth paper "Die irbeiter-Jugend®™ took an unsocialist were-
mongering position, When the well-known former leesder of the South German
Young Guard, Ludwig Frank volunteered for military service at the ocutbreak of
the war and died on a French battlefield, his voluntery eanlistment and dsath
were halled in "Die Arbeiter~Jugend® as an herolec act and as an example to
be followed by the millions of young German workers.

The war marked the end of the international Buresu. It disasppeared
from the scene, and thus, the proposal of Dannenberg becans a reality. He
and the Austrian organization adopted Kautsky's formmle for the youth organ-
ization; "The International is founded for the purpose of peace and not for
wartime," Dannenberg proceeded to hang a black-bordered sign on the door of
the office of the youth Bureau in Vienna, which read: "Temporerily closed
on account of the war."

The Italian organization again played a leading role in calling for
another conference. The first internstional gathering since the war was a
meeting of the Italian and Swiss organizations at Lugeno, Sept. 1914 which
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met at the behest or through the initiative of the Russian Socialists under
the leadership of lenin (they then resided in exile in Switzerland)., Lsenin
regarded the war resolution adopted at this conference, while not clear on
the question of internestionalism and the revolution, as a revolutionary
document, and as representative of a tremendous step farward in the mobili-
zation of ths revolutionary current in the workers movement.

The Central Committee of the Swiss youth, headed by Munzenberg eddressed
the Italien youth on Oct. 10, 1914, inviting them to participate in a
gathering at Zurich. A copy of this letter was sent to Dannenberg by
Manzenberg, and the former replied "It is practically impossible to say now
if the conference in the spring will be possible, At the present time, I
cannot do anything about the proposal. Best greetings, Lannenberg.'" 4is
poor a reply es it was, this post card nevertheless was the first sign of
1ifa on the part of the Bureau since the war,

No longer recognizing the Buresu as a decisive force, the youth ore-
ganizations of Sweden, Norwey and Denmark issued a call for a new internationa!
conference, The Italian and Danish youth also decided to participate. The
"Dg Zaaier', the left youth of Holland, who had alxready broken with the
reformist wing of the Dutch Party, accepted the call also. The Central
Committee of the Germen youth (Ebert!s gradp) openly conderned the conference
ag did the French. The Austrian orgenization opposed holding the conference
during the war. Dannenberg, a member of the Austrien exscutive committee
answered in the neme of the Seerstariat, somewhat differsently, exhibifing. the
neme of the dual role he played as e member of the International and of the
Austrian exscutive., Although hs said he could not be present at the confer-
ence, he wished it success.

The decision of the French Central Cammittee found opposition in its
midst via the Secretary 9irsgo, who resigned from his post and fram the C.C.
and proceeded to organize the opposition movement in France.

The reply of the German organization was scandalous. It laughed at
the aims and phraseology of the call for the conference and warned the
militant youth of its "disasterous" actions. They felt that the tasks set
forth by the youth were tasks which only the Party hed a right to take up
and arrive at a solution. The youth must stop meddleing,.

I. THE BERNE CONFERENCE

1, Background | ‘
This period can best he described as a part of the initial clarifica~

tion of the revolutionary wing of the movement, The left wing was decentral-
ized along side of a Second International dominated by reformism. The
leaders of the right wing turned chauvinist: Vaillant, Bessolati, the Trade
Union leaders of Great Rritain, the Austrian leadership, etc. Former ortho-
doxlarxists like Plechenov also failed to teke a revolutionary position on
the war. On the other hand the Bolsheviks, the left opposition in Germany
(Merhing, Liebknecht, and Luxemburg, & of the Bremen lefts), groups in
France, Austria, Sweden and Horway, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Italy remained true
to internationalism. In support of them stood the overwhelming majority of
the youth.
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In this process of clarification, the left elements were not as yet
clear as tr. the differentiaticn taklug place, especially in regard to the
centrists (Kesutsky, Haase, MacDonald, Herdie, etc.) Dlany of the anti-war
socialists were actually socialist~pacifists who failed to recognize the need
of carrying on the class struggle in their home country as a means of turn-
ing the war into a civil war, In Switzerlmend, especially, under the leader~
ship of the centrist Grimm, imch confuslon existed,

Under such circumstances, the holding of an international conference
of the youth had extreme importance, because it would open up ell the issues
and force a definitive solution of them. Through the entire period, the
Bolsheviks endeavored to steer the oppositional movements completely to ths
left. DBerne marked precisely such a stepe.

2. VYork of Conference
Thirteen delegates representing nine countries convened at Berne

April 4-6, 1915. The major issue before the conference was "The War and the
Attituds of the Social Democratic Parties end Youth Organizstions." For the
first time in the history of the youth international, the socialist youth

came to an independent decision and recorded their views in documentary

forme The Bureeu with the aid of Griwm and Angelica. Bslabonova presented

the thesis on the war which characterized it as one of banditry and the reault
of capitalist politicss It sharply condemned the class collaborationist
policy of the Scclael Democrocy and pledged itself to the continuation of the

class struggle to bring an end to war.

During the third session, the Russien delegaticn (which walked out of
the conference over a dispute over the allottment of votes and returned on the
insistence of Lenin) presented Lenin's position on the war., It sharply
attacked the chauvinists and centrists, and called for eivil war as a solution
to the imperialist war.. They criticised the left pacifist position of Grimm
and Balabanova. Althcugh this resclution was defeated and the resolution
that was adopted had many weaknesses, it still signified an essentielly
Progressive step in comparison to previously adopted resolutions by the
youth movement.

The Berne Conference elected a new Bureau with Willl iunzenburg* as
international Secrstary,

The new Bureau which was formed at Berne published the "Youth Interna-
tional", This famous paper often contained articles written by some of the
most prominent Bolshevik leaders in the international labor movement. The
Bureau also participated at the Zimmerwald Conference, a gathering of the
interrnationalists in the Parties vwho were also undergoing a period of clari=-

fication.
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* Munzenburg first entered the Socialist Youth liovement in Germany in 1906
as a young factory worker. He later transfered his ectivity to Switzerland.
The outbreak of tiae war found him one of the leading members of the Swiss
socialist movement., He later became one of the leaders of the Germsn
Comrranist Partys



Two very important decisions were made at Berne, One was the estabe
lishment of International Youth Day*, This was a call to the workers and
youth in all countries to cast aside their artificially created hatred of
their class brothers and to subsiitute in its place the struggle against the
capitalist system and imperialist warse. The call was answered by revolu-
tionlsts in all countrles who on Oct, 3, 1915, demonstrated in the streeis
against capitalist oppressions The Y.P.S.L, in the United Stetes merchsd
down the streets of New York City on this day in 1915 The I.Y.D. has be-
cane a part of the tradition of the youth movement.

The second important decision was the breaking off of relations vith
the Vienna Buresu and Dammenberg. In its place a new cormittee and new
internaticnal c*ganization was formed, destined to become the forerunner of
the Young Communist Internationale The conference also decided to organize
a Liebknecht fund to be used for anti-militarist work. They also isaved a
declaration of symnpathy for the five arrested Bolsheviks and for Rosa
Luxemburg and raised funds for the class war prisoners.

A period of intensive orgenization followed the Berne confersnce. This
was the war period in which the international Bureau sought to put into
practice the decisions of Berne, end hence merked graat strides towards the
formation of the Young Commuaist International; this period led to the clari-
fication of the most disputed and misunderstood fundemental problems at a
time when the Partlies betrayed the working class of ile world,

J. POST BZRNE FERIOD

The decisions at Bernz found wide response in ths ranks of the revolu~
tionary youths In many places, leaflets were distributed end meetings ke ld
on the decisions of ihe Berue conference, In those organizations not present
at Eerne, discussions on the proposals were heatedly thrashed out in the

ranks.

By the end of the war practically all the youth organizetions were
supporters of thes new international bureaun with the excepticns of the PRerlin
Gommittee, the Holland, the reformist Central Cormittsze of the French league.
However, both in Francos and Germany strong left wings ;leveloped°

The youth organizations still contained strong centrisit tendencies, In
reality the Berne resslution stood on a leftecentrist plane, It was because
they did not completely break with centrism, that the Bolsheviks ters so
severely critical of the resclutions, The entire moevement was faced with
questions of roformism, centrism or soclalist pacifict positions, and revolu=
tionary positions on war. 4&lready the questions of whether or not to regen-
erate the Second International or build the Third wss debated.

In the fall of 1916 the Swedish youth came out openly in favor of the
Zirmerwald-left, the internationalists in the war, At the Xienthal
Conference, (1916}, a continuation of thre Zimmerwald gathering of the Parties,

W S e MR UEIP  GmEGS S G el e em wav  wap  Betwmd  mme WU swmivm®  Amnewwt e mmewwan  mman s . cunm—s

* See Appendix I for the call issued at Berne for the first Internatiomal
Youth Day demonstration,
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the youth demonstrated their solidarity with the ideas of Bolshevism, At
the celebration of the second International Youth Day, the new tendency in
the youth organizations was demonstrated when the main fire of the demonstra-

tions were direscted against the social-patriots.

The youth moved faster and faster to the left. The Swlss organization
allied itself with the Bolsheviks and its leading spirits and took the lead
in winning the youth organizations to Bolshevism. They were the first to
declare their support of the Russian Revolutione

In the meanwhile, as a direct result of the war, class strugglec inten-
sified on a world scale., The revolution in Russia btecams a symbol and inspir-
ation to the class struggle everywhere. In January 1918, mass strikes brcke
out in Austria and Germany. In Hungary the revolution commenced. In the
midst of the revolutionary struggles of the workers, ceme a series of represe
sions against the workers movements by the capitalist governments all over
Europe. In November, 1917 Willi Munzenberg was arrested.

K, THE VANGUARD ROLE OF THE YOUTH

- While in the imperialist war of 1914-1918 practically sll the Social
Democratic Parties went over to the side of the bourgeosie, most of the pro -
letarian youth organizations and the youth international remained true to the
principles of revolutionary class struggle. The banner of revolution, dis-
graced and betrayed by the parties of the Second International, was held

aloft agein by the proletarian youth.

By the very nature of the situation, the youth international played a
vanguard role. Therc were in most places no revolutionary parties; those
that d4id exist sold cut on the working class, The youth orgenizations were
converted into young parties which attempted to lead the entire working class,
Particular youth problems became secondary to the maln burning problems con-
fronting the working class as a whole, The youth organizations conducted
independent struggles against the imperialist war, against the bourgeosie
and against the social-democrats. Thus, t0 a large extent, they paved the
ground for the formation of revolutionary working class parties. This van-
guard role, 1,e, the leadership of the working class, existed as far along as
1919. Even in the early stages of the commnist movement the youth groups
were acting like young parties. It wss not until the first and second
cmeres s3sof the Young Communist International that the question was treatd to
a long and serious discussion., 4t that time a solution was aerrived at: the
recognition of the Party as the leader of the entire working class, the

Youth as the leader of the toiling youth.

L. TOWARD THE ORGANIZATION OF THE YOUNG COMMNIST INTERNATIONAL

It is necessary to examine several of the other youth organizations in
this period as the militant youth moved towards the farmation of the Young

Communist International,

1. Hunecary

Prior to and during the war, the Hungarian youth organization was
attached to the Social Democratic Party. A change began to take place in the



beginning of 1918, Supporters of Zimmerwald began a wide agitation for ad-
herents; sharp conflict against war rose. This was the era of great strikes
and revolutionary battles. The revolution broke out .y Oet., 31, 1918, On
the 13th of Nov., 1918 the youth held its third congress at which, although
still effiliated to the Social Democratic Party, it solidarized itself with
the Spartacus lLeague and the Russian Bolsheviks and called for a struggls
against its own party. They were driven inexorably toward a split with the
Party and finally declared themselves an independent youth organization.
This was purely transitional since most already stood on the platform of
communisme The Social Democracy also had its own youth organization ccm-
posed of those who did not split, Still, this new youth group issued a parer
"Young Proletarian” and engaged in such tremendous activity that by the end
of March, 1919 it had 19,500 memberse

2. The United States
In 1907 young peoples groups were organized on a local scale by the

Socialist Party which started out as purely educational groups studying the
elements of socialist theory., The 1912 convention of the Socialist Party
recognized the fact that the spontaneous and uncoordinsted growth of the
Socialist youth moverent was in itself sufficient proof of the need of such

a movement on an organized basis. At first the problem of the youth was
relegated to a special section of the women's department, but later a special
youth department with a full time director was organized.

This moverent, the Young Peoplea Socialist League, was formed in
1915; William Kruse was elected National iscretery and a paper "Young
Socialist Magazine" was published, Despite the veluable propagends work, the
league membership and activities were still closer to the earlier discussion
groups than to a politicalized youth movement. But the core of leading
camrades were developing politically =md were slowly raising the level of the
movement, '

In the meanwhile, the S.P, under its special youth depariment orgenized
Socialist Sunday Schools for the purpose of training ehildren from the ages
of six to fourteen, at which time they were ready to enter the Y.P.S.L. 4
bock published by David Greenbers "Socialist Sunday Scheool Curriculum® is
particularly interesting in showing the methods employed in the training of
younger children. In the primary class, children of six and seven studied
economics, The purpose was "to get the children to see that the source of
all things 1s the earth which belongs to everybody and that it is labor that
takes everything from the earth and turns it (1) into machinery and (2) the
things that labor mekes with machinery."® Courses on music and poetry con-
tained "simple revolutionary verse that emphasizes human rights.®

When the U.Se entered the war in 1917, the Y.P.S.L. took a pacifist
rather than a Marxian position and its organizational attempts to combat war
fell through for lack of a stable machinery end a trained memtership, The
Irapgue was divided on the question of the war. XKruse, despite his being a
part of the S.P., machine, nevertheless took steps which later led to his
imprisonment. Various S.P, members were sentenced to twenty years imprisonment
on grounds of treason, but the case was finally squashed in 1920,

Kruse attempted to form an underground apparatus at the last minute by
advising all secretaries to conceal duplicate lists of their membership and to



»list all the dependable Socialist members of your league, and form them
into an unofficial executive commlittee and pledge them to work for our
movenant and be true no matter what happens."

The trials of the leading Party snd Y.P.S.L. members later revealed
that the membership did not have the training necessary to effectively cerry
out underground work and such errors as keeping illegal literature in the
homes of prominent members and carrying printer's receipts for such lit-
erature about their persons led to a large number of arrests and convictionse

The differences in opinion on the war within the S.P, aided the politi-
calization of the League., This development received an &ven greater impetus
with the advent of the Russian Revolution and the heated controversy it en-
gendered in the ranks of the Party, The overwhelming majeority of the Y.r'«3.L.
in America declared its agreenitnt with the program of the Corminist Inter—
national and in solidarity with the left wing of the Party demended ariilia--
tion to the international of Lenin and Trotsky,

The National Executive Committee of the Party, seeing a split in the
cffing, tried to keep the Y.P.S:L. intact by shielding it from the factional
fighte They naively thought that this object could be achisved by granting
the Y.P.S.L. greater autonomy and removing it further from the Party mechinery.
Hovever, the 1919 convention of the Y.ru.S.L. stood in solidaristy with the
left wing. Shortly aftcerwards these youth moved with inereasing tempo
towards the Y.C.I.

3« Germeny

- The centralized and organized character of the youth left opposition
took place in Jena, 1916. A few years later another national conference was
held in Berlin in which Liebknecht participated and helped form the ®Free
Socialist Touth of Germany". The conference went on record for the Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat and decided to issue the "Junges Guarde"™ as the

official organ of the organization.

, The revolution broke out shortly afterwards. During the revolution the
revolutionary sections of the youth were found in the Spartacus League or
aidinge The Spartacus lLeague, organized by Liebknecht and Luxemburg after a
split with the centrists of the Independent Sccial Democracy, was primarily .
composed of young peoples Although small, and hence defenseless, they tried
to assume leadership in the revolutione The refarmists in the Sociel
Democracy, fearing the active revolutionary struggle of the proletariat ran
to the bourgeoisie. Noske called out the Junkers, During this period,
Liebknecht and Luxemburg were slaughtered in the midst of struggle,

Around Deec, 1918, lunzenberg Was expelled from Switzerland. He went
to Berlin where a meeting of the Bureau was held. It wes decided to move the
International Secretariat to Germany, but Munzenberg was arrested again and th
Swiss comrades took over the Gecretariat once mores At the same time. (March,
1919) the Communist International was organized and the youth were present alsc

With the arrest of iiunzenberg, Trestel (Swiss) was named Secretary. In
the early part of 1919 the Geman, Hunsarian end Russian youth sections
established relations with each other., Zeigler of the Munich Communist youth
organization was in Moscow as were members of the Litanusnian and Budapest
vpposition groups, They plened a new international conference.at Budapest,
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As was soon established, the majority of the youth organization stood
under the banner of the Third International. The Soviet govermnment of

Hungary had in the meantime fallen and it was decided to hold the. congress
in Vienna. Munzenberg was again released from prison at the same times On
the 25th of August, 1919, the first session took place in the editorial
office of the "Wiener Arbeiterzeitung". The presence of Dannenberg and his
organized group still expressed the confusion arising out of the wer years,
As it turnsd out the congress was just an "information" meeting,

A Provisional Cormittee headed by Munzenberg callsd a world conference.
In the course of the mreparatory work, and under the influence of the
Bolsle viks, errors in relation to the centrists were clarified and rectified,

On November 20, 1919, at 3:00 P.M. in the back room of a beer house,
guarded by sentinels and pickets of the Berlin youth, the first congress of
the Young Communist International wus helde There were present delegutes
from 14 countries representing 200,000 members when Munzenberg, in the name

of the Provisional Cormittee, opened the Congresse

Thus was the Young Cormmunist League orgenized,

M. LESSONS OF THZ PTRIOD

From even this sketchy treatment of the origins of the Young Socialist
International certain lessons can be ascertained the assimilation of which
are essential to the healthy growth of the socialist youth movement today.
This period was one in which the socialist movement began to recognize ths
importance of the youth and to test ways of bringing the youth to socimiist
ideas. From the experiences of the early experiments in youth activity it
is clear that the youth need their own separate orgsnizations. 4s we pointed
out in the Introduction this concept was liebknecht's great contribution to
the sociallst movement.

1. Independence of the Youth
Independence did not come automaticaelly to the youth, They wers forced

to struggle, and not always successfully, for their independence. The ten-
dency of the conservative leadership of the social democratic parties was to
attempt to control the youth from the tops They feared above all e youth
movement which thought for itself and might therefore bLegin to doubt the
efficacy of the do-nothing policies of the contented socisl democratic leade
ership, The period from 1900 to 1918 wes a period of constant battle betwsen
tle adult parties and the youth organizations over the (uestion of the organi-
zational independence of the youth. This battle has been fought continually
down to the present day by one generation after another of young socialists
who came into sonfliet with their elders in the social democratic parties and
in the degenerated "Communist" Parties of recent times,

The independence of the youth is not simply a matter of formal declara~
tionse It is necessary, if the youth movement is to grow, that the movement
have a life of its own. It must be riore than a mere shadow of an adult party
tolerated in & aondescentiing fashion by taat party. The youth rmst have their
own leadership, chusen by themselves, their own orgenizational life, conven-
tions, etc.; and even their own political controversies. The young person who
is a menber of the youth orgenization but not a member of the adult perty must



have an equal voice in the affairs of the youth movement with g young
perscn who is also a member of the party.

It is quite natural and correct for the more mature young people in the
youth orgenization to join the adult party and thus provide a continuity
from one generation to the next. It is also correct for the politically more
experienced leaders of the adult party to offer advice and guidance to the
youth. Such relationships should be based on the recognition by the youth
of the importance of building a party and by the party of the importance of
the organizational integrity of the youth movement. Ve shall return to this
problem at the end of part II of this history when we can bring the experi-
ence of the Younz Communist International to bear on it,

2. 7Youth and Revolution
- The role young socialists played in the period prior to iorld Var I in

struggling against the growing reformism in the adult parties and their rols
during World ‘Var I that led to the breek of the soclalist youth as a whole
fram the social democratic parties and their affilistion with the Communist
International shows clearly the revolutionary role youth have played his-

torically.

The young workers make up the most revolutionary stratum of the working
class, They are less tied to family responsibilities, to years of security
in their jobs, and are more exploited on the job., Further the young students,
many of whom may come from middle-class backgrounds, also have greater
revolutionary potential than their parents. The warking-class revolution
cannot be successful unless a section of the intermediate classes breaks
with the capitalists and joins the worker's struggle., It is the children of
the middle classes and even occasionally of the bourgeoisie itself, that find
it sasier to mske this transition =- to see that their ideals can only be
furthered by an alliance with the werking class. Thus the unity of young
workers and students is essential to the building of & revolutionary movement
capable of bringing socialism into existence, It is the prime duty of
revolutionary socialists to assiast in every way they can the development of a
socialist youth movement,

3. Anti-Militerism
It is young people who are most directly affected by militarism and by

war. The modern world has been almost continuously at war and all major
questions will at one time or another be solved by use of arms, It is there-
fore the primary responsibility of young socialists to conduct a struggle

against militarism and war.

This was certainly clear to the young socialists of Liebknecht's day,.
It should be doubly clear to us today when we face the far greater horrors of
nuclear war, It is essential that young socialists agein put the struggle
against war in the forefront of their activity and build a socialist campaign
around this question. It is the socialists and only the socialists who have
a realistic solution to the yuestion of wer., e should not be afraid to
forcefully put it forward,

4, Internationalism

The Young Socialist movement from its very birth was an international
movenent which placed international solidarity above national patriotism, The
most important political events among young socialists of this period were
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the International Congresses whers the basic pollcies of the socialist
youth were worked out, A pamphlet like Liebknecht's "Militarism and Anti-
Militarism" was translated into all Buropean languages and read by young
socialists of all the Burogpean countries., The strugsgle during Vorld Vier I
against war brought international unity among the left wing forces who
conducted this struggle, Finally this international spirit was formslizsd
in the formation in 1919 of the Communist International and the Young
Communist International,

Today the international solidarity of socialist youth is greatly weak-
ened. The Young Communist International has long been dissolved and its
"broader" successor, the World Federaticn of Democratic Youth, does not even
pretend to be socialist. The International Union of Soclalist Youth is a ve:s
ineffectual organization and while somewhat to the left of ite parent
International, does not offer a compelling socialist alternative on an inter-
national scale, The revolutionary socizlist youth forces are weak and un-
organized intermationally,

Under such conditions we must constantly keep en international perspece
tive im mind and not lose ocurselves in the problems of our particular
country, We must work towards the reconstruction of a truly revolutionary
socialist youth international as the organizational embodiment of the inter-
national spirit of Marxism,



PART II THE YOUNG COMMINIST LEAGUE (1919-1020)

Ae BACKGR(UND

The tetrayel and collapse of the Second International at the outbreak
of the Vorld War did nct fail to leave a deep imprint upon the working class
youth movement. although the social patriots of Frunce, Austria, Englund
end Belguim sxhorted the working class to suppcrt their native capitelists
in the war, the best elements of the youth movement remained loyal to iuter~
nationelism,

The Young Socialist International, as early as april 1915, when one
year of wer had already stained the fields of Europe with the blood of
workers, convoked the first emti-war gathering in Berne, Switzerland.
Yorking in close association with Lenin and the exiled Bolsheviks, the re=
volutionary youth were destined to became one of the firmist supports to the
coming Russian Revolution,

The new Third Internationel received a mighty impetus when the
Bolsheviks took power. Both this historic event and the war served to cut
a sharp division in tie socialist movement between rerormist servants of
the ruling class and the conscious revolutionists. In every country in
Europe the two divisions began to take clearer shape,

Har<ly anywhere was tlz birth of the Commmnist movement disassociated
from the work which tie youth, fresh and uncorrupted by oppurtunist poison,
contributed in every country, In the tradition of Lisbkmeckhi, undiscouraged
by the betrayel of the old social democratic leadership, drawing strength
fram the victories of the Russien worldng class, the young cormunists be-
came one of the chief pillars of the new international movement.

This was the background of the formation of the Young Conmunist League,
Cn November 20, 1919, at 3:00 P.Me in the back room of e beer house, guarded
by sentinels and pickets of the Berlin youth, the first congress of the
Young Commnist International was held. There were present delegates from
fourteen countries, representing twenty thousand members when willi
lunzenberg opened the Congress. Thus was the Young Corzmunist International
orgenized,

Be FORMATION OF THE Y.C.L, IN THE UNITED STATES

In ilay 1919, the first national convention of th2 Young Feople's
Soclalist league proclaimed a revolutionary policy and denounced the Second
International. & special conference of the Y.P.S.L. in Kochester Decembter
1919 overthrew the official Socialist Party group. The revolutionary
sections won 2 solid majority and the convention advocated support for the
Comrminist Intevriational and foar affilliaticn to¢ the Young Jociaelist Intere
national {whici was meeting illegally in Perlin to form the Young Communist
International).

The Y.P.3.L., at Rochester finally broke off all relastions with the
Socialist Farty and declared itself "indeperdant® of all existing parties,



From this tactic; the Cammunists hoped to win over even more members of the
Y.PeSuLe t0 the conmunist movemente

However, the cruel Palmer raids of 1920 hindered this direction.
Thousands of communists, young and old, wers arrested, imprisoned, or deported,
The entire movewent was hit badly. Ilsny who had nsver dreamt that communism
would put them to such severe tesks, dropped back into the comfarts of
private life. Others converted their groupe into purely socisl oclubs se~
cluding themselves from ths rigars of the struggle. Only a few held on ten=-
aciously and proceeded to tuild a youth movement. 4Although there were two
cammunist parties (The Workers Farty and the Communist Lebor Perty) end ale
though both maintained youth leagues, they were guite smsall,

During this period, the army of unemployed steadily grew inspite of the
meny attempts of state and netional suthorities to provide employment. Ex-
soldiers (all of them young) often bacame thieves and beggers bLeceuss trey
were given no worke The american legion, organized by the ex~officers on
behalf of the capitalists sought to retain the militaristic spirit of war and
to intimidate all woriers and working class orgenizations which threatened
to rouse the masses to action. ¢

Becsuse of ths political situation at that tims, the two Communist
Parties had to function illegally; hencs their minute youth organizations also
were underground. The unity of the two parties in 1920 gave a new inpstus
to the rovival of the revolutionary yocuth moverent. However, it, like the
Party continued underground. In the meantime, through the medium of two
Young Workers leagus delegates to lioscow, Gus Schulenberg and Oliver Cerlson,
connections were esteblished with the “YWoung Communist International,

The legalization of the Commnist Party at the December, 1921 convention
(after a bitter internel dispute -~ the minority desired to remsin under=-
ground) helped to make the Young Workers Ieague a reality. The convention set
up en organization committee to call the conference of the Young VWorkers
Ieague and to help organize it. "Youth"™ the argan of the New York “Indepen-
dent" Young Peopls's Socialist Ieague (which was in communist hands) was
teken over by the organizetion committee and renamed "Young Worker",

Youth momorial meetings wers held under the banner of International
Youth Dey from coast to coast. By the time the first convention met there
wore already in existence between thirty to fifty groups in the country reldy
to participate in launching the new organization,

It is iwportant at this point to interject same of the proposals of
the Young Communist International on the structure and role of the organie
zation, for the Y.W,L. in the United States and the Trotskyist youth movee
ments were built upon this basis also,.

C. CORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE CF THE YOUING COLMIIIST LEAGUE
On November 1, 1920, the Russian Young Communist Iesgue proposed to the

Executive Ccrmittee of the Y.C.I. a chenge in the relation between the youth
leagusa end the perties. The proposal called for the FOLITICAL SUHORUINATICON
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OF FACH NATIONAL LEAGUE TO THE RESPECTIVE PARTY ORGANIZATION: WHILE EaCH
LEAGUE WOQUID RETAIN ITS ORGANIZATIONAL INDEZENDENCE. The Party in each
gountry would determine the general politics of the emtire comxmunist movement,
its strategy, tactica (in agreement with the line and leadership of the
Communist International} and the youth leagues would be guided by these dew=
cisions. Howsver, the Perty could not interfere in the internal organiza=
tional problems of the youth lsegue except in emn advisory capacity. Hence,
the youth lsegue would enjoy organizational asutonomys

The Exscutive Committee of the YeCol., could not at that time agree with
the proposals It held the view of tie independence of the leagues and the
cooperation on a basis of equality between each party and league,

The political subordination of the Young Comminist league to the
Communiat Farty was finally adopted at the Second Congress of the Y.C.l.
after a long struggle which was later carried on in the leoagues, 4t that
time (1921) such a decision eppeared to be absolutely nscessary although it
ot with great resistence from many leaders of the Y.C.L. vho were still
pwayed by the “vanguard ideology®.

The "venguard” ideology was a carry over of the former role of the re=~
volutionary youth. While in the imperialist wer of 1914-1918 practically
all of the Soclal Democratic rarties went over to the side € the bourgsolsie,
most of the socialist youth organizations and the youth international remained
true to the principles of revolutionary class strugsle., By the very nature
of the situation, the youth internstiomal played a vanguard roles There were
in most places no revolutiocnary parties; thoss perties that did exist, for
the most pert, betraysd the working class., The youth organizations were
converted into YOUNG PARTIES which attempted to lsad the entlre working class,
carry on independent struggles against the boss class, against the imperialiss
war, etes Thus, the youth, to a large extent, paved the way for the farmation
of the revolutionary working class parties. This vanguard role, that is, the
leadership of the working class, existed as fer slong as 1919, Iven in ithe
early stages of the communist movement, the youth groups wers acting like
young parties. Therefore, at the second congress of-the YCI, with the
political subordination of the Y.C.L. to the C,P.; the youth recognized that
the Party was to become the leader of the toiling youth. v

The organizational astructure of the commmnist youth nmovements vere are
ranged so as to correspond to their revolutionary role in the class atruggle.
The social democratio organizations which gave up the revolutionary method of
olass struggle, created an organizational structure adapted to the reformist
standpoint and particularly to parliamentery elections. The fact that the
structure of the soclal-~democratic organizations were not based on centralism
and discipline and at the seme time did not further inter-party democracy wasé
in accordance with the whole reformist conception of organization. The Y.C.le
dlscarded these obsolete forms and attempted to create an organizetion cepable
of rallying the widest masses of toiling youth, capable of leading them {n the
class struggle, and capable of preserving the League (or Party) deapite the
repressions fram capitalists.

The Y.C.L. was based on the principles of democrati¢ centralism. It
combined the maximum independence sand activity of the members of the orgap-
ization with strict 2iscipline., On the basis of the initernal democracy, all



members participate in the life of the league and had a share in determining
the League's policy. This was achieved (when strict illegality doesn't
provent it) through the election of leading bodies, the organization of
League conferences on a large scale, and the holding of internal discussiouns
for the purpose of preparing the Lesague's decisions on various questions. The
lower bodies were subordinate to the higher, the lesadership was c¢an tralized,
and all members were under obligation to carry out the decisions of the or-
ganization end do their duty towards it. It was only as a strictly ceniresle
ized organization that the Y.C.L. in conjunction with the C.P. could cerry out
a revolutionary struggle for the interests of the warking youth and the
gensral ccomunist aims, :

The democracy which reigned in the early period of the Y.C.L. was in
glaring contrast to the bureaucratic rule in the social democratic organiza-
tions. In the Y.PeS.L. since the various leaders and the various committees
were not responsible to any particuler group, since each leader was permitted
to cerry out his own political line (even though it contradicted the political
line of his follow members on the executive committee and the opinion of the
rank and file) like its parties, the social democratic youth organizations
were samewhat bureaucratized,

Although the Y.C.L. was ORGANIZATIONALLY INDEFFNDENT, the closest
connections existed between it and the C.,P. This connection was effected
through the mutual representetion on all rungs of the organizational ladder,
To secure the politicel oneness of the League and Party, there were cadres
composed of dual members, i.,e, mombsrs of both the Perty end the youth,

The Y.CeLe did not limit its activity to the freme wark of "legality®
as ordeined by the bosa class. In ite struggle against capitelism, the Y.C.L,
was contimally compelled to combine its open legal activity with illegal and
semi-legel wark, and therefors, often oversteeped the limits laid down for it
by capltalist legality. Since it recognized that it was surrounded on all
sides by its class enemies and that it must expect to be driven to illegality
at eny time, it formed an underground apparatus through which it could be able
to continue its wark in case of enforced illegelity. The main thing was to
ensure the leadership and development of the Y.C.L. and preserve its exigtence,

D. ROLE OF THE Y.C.L, AND DIFFERENCES WITH THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC YOUTH

The Young Commnist League was a training ground for the Communist Party,
The C.P. needed a reserve which would assure a new cedre of young farces for
its ranks. The Y.C.L. was to serve es a preparatory school which would train
the young gemeration of workers far the Coarmmunist Party.

There were fundamental differences in the concepts of the role of the
youth and youth orgenization between the soclal~democrats end the comminists,
Social democracy, for the most part, declared that the role of the youth or-
ganizations should be "purely"™ educatiorcl cr cultural, It said that youth
were not capable of perticipating in the class struggle. Since the asoclal
democrats often placsd class collaboration in the place of the class struggls,
it sought to train the youth also in cless peaces They didn't want the young
workers to acquaint themselves with the real conditions in class society and
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with the facts of the class struggle. In conformity with this, the social
democracy indulged in talk about "youth in generel®™ without regard to class
differences., Hence, they set the youth organizations the utoplan task of
creating the "new man" by means of cultural work within the youth orgamization
to be undertaken in the conditions of capitalist society, that is, divoreced
from all relation to class soclety and reality itself,

The Young Communist League repudisted the hypocritical slogen of the
social democracy to the effect that the youth mmst not participate in politice.
The energetic participeation of the young workers, who are an importent factor
in social production, in the political struggle of their class, signified an
increase of foreces for the working class struggle and served as a medium for
training young workers to cornnmnism, The Y.CeL. was a political orgenization
which trained young people for the class struggle. 1t based itself on the
Leninist concept that stated theory could not be separated from practice.
Henge, its educational work was of a dual nature: sducation through studying
theory and education throuzh struggle.

"Without revolutionary theory, & revolutionary movement is impossible® we
Vole IENIN, This statement of lenin formed the basis for the Y.C.L.'s wrk,
The special educational work was intended to gzather ths warking youth's
experience in fighting practices, and to present them in a ready, logical and
supplemented form, It had to train from the ranks of the young warkers,
educated and persistent class fighters against capitalism, The educational
work was thereforg, simltanecusly, agitation and propugande; sgitation in the
senae of dissemination of various slogens among the masses, and propeganéa in
the sense of a despened education of the young workers with regard to the sims
and principles of the Y.C.L. :

A

E. THE FIRST YEAR OF THE YOUNG.7ORKERS LFAGUE IN THE UNITED STATES

On Mey 13, 1922, the first convention of the Young Workers League mt in
Brooklyn to formally unite the revolutionary youth orgenlizations throughout
the country, to affiliate to the Young Comminist Internationel and to ack-
knowledge the political leadsrship of the Workers Party (C.P.). However, the
principle struggle at the convention, with its more than forty delcgates re-
presenting more than twenty cities was the question of "independence", The
genuine party elements were for political subordination of the youth to the
Workers Party. The supporters of Windersndence®™ came from two camps; remnants
of the Independsnt Y.P.S.L. who found it mors convenient to stand aloof from
the genuine communist movenent, and the ultra-leftists, organized into the
United Toilers of America, wio had opposed the formation of the legal party
(they wanted to continue functioning underground) and advocated "independence®
as a manouver to prevent ths youth from affiliating with the perty. The
delegations voted overwhelmingly ageinst the “independence®™ advocates. A
manifesto and program were adopted together with a eonstitution and a resolutic
on relations with the Workers Party. A National Committee was elected with
Mertin Abern as National Secretary,

The year batween the first and second conventions was marked by functica
ing based on propagandistic activity. The "independents" disappeared '
completely from the gcene, particularly after the United Toilers liquidated
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their organization and joined the Workers Perty. In this period a number of
new groups were organized and a functioning league was established as a dis=
tinet organization. But it was only at the second convention (Chicago, Liay,
1923) that the League's attention was directed away from the purely propa-
gandistic activity of spreading the general ideas of carmunism awongst youth,
and more in the direction of wilnning the young worker to the commmumist
moverent by organizing them on the basis of their daily struggles end their
immediate interests, This turn which has ulways come as the second stage in
the develomment of the movement, was achieved with the assistence of the Y.C.l.
but not without some internal dispute. The swing towards active participation
in the del ly struggles of the workling youth and the adoption of the ovgeniza-
tional forms best suilted for such activity was resisted by many of the middle
class students, This turn to the masses was introduced at the Second and Third

Congresses of the T,C.le

F, WORK OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL PRIOR TO THE SECOND CONGRESS

Prior to the second congress, the Y.Col. proceeded to win over sections
of the centrist youth. Hence, by the end of 1920, the young socialists in
Czechoslovakia (two youth leagues) the Toung Socislist Isague of France and
Finland, leagus of the Socialist FProletarian Youth of Germeny (Independent)
and the Independent Y.P.S.Ls. In the U.S, were won over to the Y.Cel,

Simulteneous with the orgenizationsl development that progressed during
this period, the Y.Csl. began to consolidate its central apparatus, Numerous
panphlets and periodicals were published including the two orgens, YGWUTH
INTERNATIONAL and INTERUATIONLL YJUTH CORRISPONDALCE,

The popularization of the ideas of the Y.C.I. wes discussed at a series
of international conferences, in internal di scussions within the various
sections, and in the Youth International, However, little was done to orient
the Y,C.L. towards the masses until the second congress.

G. SECOND CONGIESS OF THE YOUNG COMMUMIST INTERNaTIONAL

The Russian Y.C.L. wanted to hold the Second Congress in Lioscow in the
throne room of the Kremlin citadel of the former Czarism. However, this was
defeated in favor of Jena, Germeny. The Congress opened in the latter city
on the 6th of April, 1921, but moved for reasons of illegality (on April 10)

to Berlin.

The resolution on the political situation adopted at the congress ree
vealed that the differences on the orgaenizational question (vanguerdism) had
other political roots: the majority supported the "theory of the revolutionary
offensive"” which held that despite the defeats of the workers in 1919-1920
and the renewed offensive of capital, no partial retrests were necessary in
the struggle for state power; the working class (according to this theory)
had to continus frontal, d& rect attacks against the capitalist governments,
This theory was defended by such "ultra-leftists” as Bela Xun and Brandler
plus others at the Third Congress of the Communist International. Lenin and
Trotsky actively opposed this schematic conception of the "permanent



revolution”,

On the adviee of the Executive Cormittee of the Cumintern, thas Y.C.I.
Congress "continued" in loscow from June 9 to the 23rd immeciately preceeding
the Third Congress of the Comintein. The latter eliost split over the theory
of the revolutionary offensive when a majority appeared to be in complets
agreement with it. Lenin and Trotsky, who recognized the nced for winuing a
decisive majority of the workers in the various countries befors a direct
bid for power could be made by the vengierd, urged the struggle for purtial
and immediaete demands as & rieans towards this end. They finally succeeded in
winning the delegates to their views. The Third Congress of the C.1. issued
the slogan "To the Mmsses™ as a surmary of the immediate tasks of the coirmun-

ist parties.

The Second Congress of the Y.C.I. was held under ths politieal intluence
of the Third Coungress of the C.l., in which the youth delegates ectively
participated., The youth, too, finelly rejected the “theory of the revolution-
ary offensive™ and in thelr turn to the masces began to hammer out a specific
youth program. Questions connected with the economic stiuggle, relationship
betweenn the youth end party, and suti-militaristic work were thoroughly dise
cussed, Other youth guestions were left in abeyanc¢e until the Third Congresss

H. FRIOR TO THE THIRD CONGHESS

The trensition at the Second Congress from lssuing slogans of the Party
to the adoptlon of a specific youth progrem was done for the purpose of
building a mass youth orgeanization. However, the transformation of the smell
youth leagues into mass organizations was never achieved outside the Sovist
Union. The progress of the leagues necessarily was dependent on the growth of
the parties and the special attention paid to the youth lsaguss by the partiss,
In the brief period from the Third Congress of the C.Il. to Lenin's death, the
problems of the Party itself, its elementary organization, stretegy, tactics,
overshadowed the problems ot the youth. The internal difiiculties in the
coomunist parties -- with currents in the perties who had not as yet broken
rolitically with centrism as well as the more radical, ultra-left elemonts
who rejected the struggle for partial demands -- hanpered the development of

mass young commnist leagues.

Despite this shortcoming, tie pesrtvies following the secrnd congress
showed the necessity of this siift in emphasis. Juring this Sime, Lhe boas
clacs of dmerica and Europe, taxing advantegs of the ebb of tle revoluticvnery
wave, went on an all out offensive agalnst the working class. Working hecars
were lengthened; weges were reduced, Since the mein interest of the workirg
class was their imediete economic gains, the result of thece roverses was a
diminution of politicel interest amorg the workerse

Among the working class youth too, a strong diminuticen of pcoliticsel
interest was evident. llence, the Y.C.L. uLad to tramsiar its work »f preva-
gendizing the general political ideas to the defsuse of the immsaiace vital
interests of the working youth.

Ag a result of the capitalist offensive Loth the C,I. and the Y.Col.
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issued a cell for the "™united frount". 4 united front is the unity and collae
boration of different orgenizations on soms particuler issues., DJech orani-
zation within a united front retains its own political identity, progren,
leadership, etc. It retains the right to criticize the other orgsnizati ons
within the front., (Bx. the collaboration of differing organizations say on

a str}ke action, civil liberties case, etc. are some examples of & united
front),

For the Y.CoLs, the establislment of the united front took a two.old
course. First: It attempled to align the working youth in the generel
struggle of the working class. This wes needed to prevent the bosses from
playing off the working youth as strike breakers against adult workers.
Second: It attempted to coordinate the work of the youth in the entorcement
of its elementary youth demands. The Y.C.l. bagan negotietions with the other
yvouth internationals to hammer out a united fromt program together and to form
a Young Vorkers World Congress. Howéver, these efforts failed for the Second
International youth induced the Vienna Youth International (which was a
Marxist centrist group) 4o refuse to cooperate.

In the weanwhile, the Y.C.L. slowly bagan to participate in the indus-
trial struggle, The Y.Ce.L. in Gerneny initisted a campaign ageinst the 54
hour working week for the working youth. This reached its climax in & large
mess demonstration on March 26, 1922,

In Sweden and Uenmark, the Y.C.L. initiated & campaign for the economic
protection of young workers. In &ustria they fought for the improvement of
the position of students in ‘vecinicsl schiools and for the enforcement of
legislation as applied to apprentices., 1In this work, the ¥.C.L. convinced the
Weentrist! youth to work with them, finally winning them over to the Y.C.I.

In France and Czeckoslovakia, the Y.C,L. organized illegal nuclei in ths army
as a method of carrying out their anti-militeristic activity.

The Y.Cele 8lso orgenized children's movements (known in the United
Sbates as the Young Ploneers). The children's movement developed iairly
rapidly in Germany, Switzerland, and the Scandinavian countries. Here they
attacked the nonpoliiical "humenitarian® education as found in the sociale
democratic children's schools,

Despite all these events, the trensition to youth tasks was not success-
fully carried out. The Third Congress of the ¥,C.l. was to take this ¢nues-
tion up again with an eim to intensify the new ccurse.

I. THE THIRD CONGRESS OF THE YUUNG COLMJMIST INGZRIATIONAL /ND THD TOL
“TO THE MASSES"

At the Third Congress of the Y.Cel., Dec. 4«12, 1922, in Moscow, little
progress could be recorded in the growth of the lsagues. 435 againcrt about
600,000 claimed at the previous Congress, it was novw ceported that the ¥.C.I.
had 750,000 mexbers. This was primsrily a result of the inecrease 2 the
Russian league which had 38 [.,C,L. sections as against 36 at the previous
congress, Wwhile some of the leagues uned been engaged in economic activities
of the young workers and in anti-militerist work tie resolutions record:
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"Sducation work was limited mostly to the members". "The Young Comrunists
leagues have not yet become mass orgenizations.®

The Congress sdopted a draft program for the Y.C.I. and & program of
economic demands for young workers “up to 18 years of age.®

after an analysis of the work accomplished since the Second Congress it
became clear to the Third Congress that "the Young Communist Leagues heve not
yet become mass orgenizations in the sense of having close contaet with the
masses of young workers; of the participation of their branches and iudividu:l
members in the daily struggle of the young workers for the bstterment of their
coniitions and in the sense of the improved revolutionary enlightenment o the
masses by means of an interesting comrmnist educational work conducted on a
mass scale." (Resolutions and Thesis of the Third Congress of the Y.C.I.)

Hence the Y.C,I. proceeded to chenge further the organizational struc-
ture of the Y.C.L.s. The basis of organization prior to the ‘Third Congress
was a territorial one and it is just in this that its mein wealmess existed,
The new form of organization adepied itself to the demandis of modern incustry.
Wherever there were a number of young Y.CoL. workers in a factory, they
formed a shop mclei., The object was to build up en orgenization which ect-
ing as a complinent to the Party would place the Y.C.L. in the strongest
position to astruggle for the revolution. The shop nuclei would combine the
young commmunists at their place of work esnd would be in direct contact vd th
the masses of the working youth in their deily struggles. Hence, it could
recruit them, guide them, end persuade them to participate in all the fields
of the league work,

TN

In the schools, the members of &héﬁY.C.L. were combined into fractiam s.
These like the shop muclei were basic organizational unlts and were combinecd
into branches with the shop nuclei of the particuler district in which ths
school was situated. 4s the economic activities of the school are by their
very nature limited, it was necessary to establish a dsfinite connection be-
tween members in their places of work and the branches in the districts in
which the shops were situated. The unemployed members entered the branch =t
their place of living. At the labor exchanges, the unemployed Lesague mewmvers
formed into fractions 1o worit among their fellow unemployed.

The league nuclei were to work in the closest contact to the Party
miclei, Representatives between nuclei were mutually exchanged.

The purpose of the cry "to the masses"™ and the change in organizabtional
structure was both to increase the strength of the Lesgue and to tuiid 4k
social composition of the League on the worklng class elements, This form of
organization, based on the Russien Y.C.L. and C.P., wes accepted in thecy
by all the loegues, but was never completely carried out by the non-Russian
organizations.

In the United States, with tuils turn, the face of the Isague wmas
directed towards the young workers end every effort was mede to win them.
In the two main centers, New York and Chicago, the league began to partici-
pate in strikes and other struggles as a distinct youth organizetion. Ceam-
peigna were begun to reach into indusiries where the young workers were
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concentrated, The "Young Vorker", under Max Shachtman's editorship, wes
changed from a "refined" magazine into a Tighting newspaper which socught to
reflect the life of the members and to educate them in the strugsle.

This period, in the U.,3, was one of the Leagues soundest and heelthiest
growth, It was free from the corrupting factional and clique strife which
undermined it leter on, and hence reached a membership of more than 3,000,

It did not feil however, to participate in the inner life of the Party.

Jo THE DEGINNING OF THE END ~=~ DEGENERATION

From late 1983 onwerd, the beginuing of the degenersation of the Y.C.L.
begen to take place, until in 1925 the orgznic process of the youth movemwsnt
was brought to an abrupt halt. The youth became & factional pawn, tirst by
the Zinoviev-3talin faction against Trotsky and then by Stalin ageinst
Zinoviev and Trotsky,

In late 1923, Ieon Trotsky wrote in his "New Course®: "It is wholly
inadequate that the youth should repest our formilas; it is necessary that
the youth should teke the revolutionsry formulee fighting, transform them
into flesh and blood, waork out for themselves theiy own opinion with that
courage which comes from sincere conviction and independence of character,
Pagsive obediance, mechanicsl drill, characterless, obszquiesness, careerism,
away with these things from the Partyi®

Trotsky was accused of "pitting the youth asgeinst the old Bolsheviks",
Young workers who accepted Trotsky's advice (or his pclitical criticisms ¢t
the ruling regime) were treated as opponents of Bolshevism and later expelled
from the Y.C,L.s (in Russia, the treatment was much mors severe).,

The Young Commmnist Ieague in Russia, in 1921 adopted the position
thet Russia "can arrive at socialism ouly through the proletarian revoluld on,
which epoch of developuent we have now entered™, Illowever, after 1924, when
Stalin first introduced the theory of "socialism in one country%, it was not
long before this was also edopted by the league.

On July 13 to 25, 1924, the Fourth Congress of the Y.C.I. opened up
the international cempaign for “dolshevization" (simultaneous with the can-
paign of the Fifih Congress of the Cominiern). Since Trotsky was the out-
standing spokesman against the wuresucratization of the C.P. and the thsory
of “socialism in one country", the Y.C.L. in every country wes made the tool
of the dominant faction in the party in the struggle egeiust "Trotskyism"
or alleged "Trotskyites", The slogan of "Bolshavization" wus used to
effectuate the struggle against the left-wing. In every country, critical
education of the young communists became impossitle; fectional obedience
and loyalty were the tests of youth leadesrs, wiho in turn transmitted these
traits to the ranks,

In the United States, the Americen party hed been aanded over to
Ruthenberg snd lovestcne., Their youth supporters were iwresented with the
leadership of the Lesgue in the face of the overvwhelming opposition of the
membership at the 1925 cogvention. That marked the retrogression of the
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league, the degeneration of its leading elememnts, its conversion into a
factional instrument, the mistraining of its membership, its bureaucratize-

tion.

An outstanding leader of the Third Congress of the Y.C.l., & follover
of Ziroviev, Vuyo Vuyovitch wus remcved from the international lesdership
and later ezpelled and exiled o Siberia because of his support to the
United Opposition of Trotsky and Zinoviev,

At the Fifth Congress of the Y.Celas, August 20 to Sept. 13, 1628
(following the Sixth Congress of the Comintern) the old forrula on the
cheracter of the Y.C.L., was repecated in resclutions and in the program:
Trotskyism was condeuned and Stalinism endorsed. No real progress coulc be
noted in the develomment of strength or influence of the League,

From the growth of the bureaucratic seed to the werped moumolithice
movement today, the Y.C.Ls had gone through meny changes, not ouly at the
top where leaders were manufactured end smashed, but in the ranks where the
terrific fluctuetion of the membersnip expressed tke failure of the Y.C.L,
to fulfill its purpose of training revolutionists for the party. 4t a time
when the Party was distorted and undermined by Stalinism, the offieciel youth
movement, untrue to the iraditions that wele incorporated into it at its
foundation, simply went slong with the stream.

K, LESSONS'OF THE FERIOD

As can be seen, one of the first major political problems facing the
Young Communist movement was again the question of youth-party relations. It
was necessary for the Young Cormmunists to reassess this question which had
plagned the youth of the 2nd International znd put it into a new political
context--that of the reletion between the youth and pasrty when both have =&
fundemental committment to revolutionary Marxism. This experience of the
YCI gives a deeper understanding to the whole question of the indeperdents of
the youth, and must thus be studied by socialists today.

1. Correction of Party-Youth Relations

The basic relation between revolutionsry youth and a revolutionary
party is one of political solidarity between youth and party but orgenization:
independence for the youth, However during the period prior to Warld wer I a
new element entered the picture: the party begen evolving eway from revolu-
tionary socialist principles while the youth remained loyal to them. Thus
political solidarity between youth and perty beceame nore and more tenuocus.
Just as it wes correct for Kerl Liebknecht out of loyelty to the higher in-
terests of the socialist revolution to break perty discipline and vote egains-
war credits in Parliament, so it wes correct for the youth in this period to
begin to act like a party and actuelly compete with the party for hegemcny
over the working cless,

However, wher the YCI was launched the situation was different. The
youth and the party were in fundememtal political agreement. It was necs-~
ssary, therefore, to ensure the unity of the movement as a waole through
giving the party authority over forrulatioa of basic political and
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tactical questions (the youth participated in this formulation through its
elected representatives in Party bodies) while preserving the organizational

independence of the youth.

Today young people affiliated with the social democracy or communist
parties will, like their predecessors have to put political principles above
organizational gquestions and act over the heads of the party to ensure that
revolutionary views reach the working class., However this does not mean
that young revolutionists should breek the unity that they have with the
revolutionary party,

2+ Orgenizational Independence Is Always Necessary
The degeneration of the YCI is also importent to notice, It was made

possible by the subverting of the organizational independence of the youth,
The youth organization was turned into a mere pawn of party ractions. 4g the
Stalinist faction came to power in each of the national sections the organi-
zational independence of the youth was shattered and the healthy growth of te
youth hindered., ILenin states clearly in his article %The Youth International"
(see appendix II that the party should influence the youth "mainly by
persuasicn, and not by fighting theme"

3. From Propaganda CGroup to Mass Vork

In order for young soclalist groups to transform themselves into mass
organizations they must be able, granting favorable objective situations, to
win over a section of the working class youth on the basis of the immediate
problems which confront the young warkers under capitalisme. This was clearly
the aim of the YCI in the 1920's.

Today most revolutionary socialist youth groups are small propaganda
groups. Such groups should be ready when the proper time comes to change the
nature of their activity from socialist propaganda work to working class
agitational work. However it would be a misteke for such groups to attenpt
to "jump over history." It would be a waste of time for a small group which
is attempting to gather a cadre around it to act as it it were a mass organ-
ization vhich workers listened to and responded to, Trotsky once said the
essence of revolutionary agitation is the establishment of a dialogue with the
masses, They must listen to you and you mmst listen to them., It is not
possible to really establish such z dialogue until one has thke forces to in-
tegrate onesslve with the working class and establish real contact with it,

It therefore would be a mistaire for small propaganda groups to bypass
the present propaganda stage and attempt direct sgitatioa among the working
class. It would be equally a mistake to believe one can build e mess youth
organization simply through student discussion groups and periodicals cori~
prehensible only to "sophisticated politicos." Poiitics is a question of
timing. Something can be benificial in one period only to be completely
disastrous in another. The art of politics is to know when to make the "Turn.'

Those of us who are unlucky enough not to be in a situation where we can
realistically "Turn to the Masses" must work all the harder to prepare and
educate our forces so we can do so when the time is right,
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APFENDIX 1
CALL FOR THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY

(This is a reprint of the manifesto issued at the Berne Conference, 1215
by the International Union of Socialist Youth)

TO THE YOUTH OF ALL COUNTRIESS

Frisnds! Comrades) In all countries a part of the Socialists are
moving powerfully forward to prepare a quick end to this most terrible of all
wars by resuming class struggle action, Tirelessly and with remarkable per-~
serverence some of the comrades in Germeny are at work under the most dirficul
conditions, striving to realize this aims The heroic struggles of our
Italian comrades against the war are still fresh in our memory. They eare
struggles that belong to the most significunt deeds of the proletarian move-
ment, And even today the Italian proletariat 1s once more arming to impede
with its might and its solidarity, the slaughter of its sons and if possible
to prevent it altogether, With the very self-same enthusiasm and joyous
sacrifice all the comrades loyal to our idea, also in France, iusslu,. Poland,
Austria, Geeat Britain, Siberia, end all other countries, are at work agitatiag
for an understanding among the people and for the fiaternization of humanity.

Comrades! Young Socialists! Intoxicated by their orgy of blood, supportec
to the everlasiting shame of the proletariat -~ by the social patriotic labor
leaders, the reactionary governments of all countries are attempting with
all the means of raw and brutal power at their disposal, to suppress tke
heroic struggle of our comrades and to stifle their cries for peace in the
dungeons. In Germany as well as in Italy, in Russia as well as in Frunce, mas
arrests of our comrades and friends have taken place. The governments of
all countries are today zealously competing with one another in the muxder of
their "natives"™ and in the brutal trempling of every pesasce move, The victims
which our comrades have brought on the alter of libterty sie legion, The
present state of affairs demand most urgently and most quickly, aid and
support of our fighting caurades lest in spite of all their bravery and readi-
ness for sacrifice, the governmeants should triumph and sink the last remnsnts

of humanity and freedom in a sea of blood.

This aid, you, the young socialists of all countries, must bring to
our hardpressed friends. You, who by your conference at Berne, in the spring
of 1915, by your uninterrupted mutual relationships and by much more than
that, have proved that in your hearis and soul the liberating thoughts of
international socialist labor fraternization, revolutionary struggle ofr peace
and freedom.

We call upon you everywhere, in all countries, to effectively end
militantly support the attempts to resume revolutionary and class struggle
activity.

Participate as speakers at conferences and meetings, spread pamphlets
and newspapers in which you call for class struggle international actionm,
agitate tirelessly from mouth to mouth among your friends and relatives, emong
your colleagues at workes The governments of all courntries and the press whirn
1s entirely subordinated to them are attempting to conceal the peace efforts
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and the revolutionary activities of our camades: by lies and by fake reports
they are attempting to precipitate the people into an ever-greater whirlpool
of hate and blind wrath. Comrades, tear down everywhere this texture of lies,
Your friends in Italy, France, Russia, and Dngland and other cointries tell
the story of what a part of the Germen and Austrian comrades are sacrificing
for peace. You camrades in Germany end Austria tell in your countries what
heroic struggles which the workers in Italy, France, Fussia, England and
other coyntries are conducting for peace, Comrades! The resumption of a
decisive, clearly defined class struggle by the majority of the socizlist-
ically thinking workers ever allows for the possibility of victory. The hour
of action has come, A second winter campaign can only imrmeasurably increass
the sufferings and the destitution of the working masses of all countries.
The soil is prepared for revolutiocnary indignation, Let us sow..

The bourgeois peace conference will never be able to prevent war even
if they wanted to and even if they were ever so impressively arranged. Only
the full might of the proletariat and of this revolutionary action can hold
in check the zreed for @ofit snd blood of the exploiters,

Comrades, Socialist Youth Organization of all countries. VWe call upon
you to manifest by powerful demonstrations in all countries ycur unshakebls
will to vorik tirelessly sgainst militarism end for socislism. On one day, on
October 3, 1915, at one hour let us all meet., The comrades in Copenhagen,
in Christiana, Stockholm, Paris, and Berlin must know that at one time when
they demonstrate for peace and socialisu the same will be done by their
friends in Amsterdam, Wien, Berne, Bucherest, Rome, aad other cities,

We are directing tiis urgent appeal to groups, that they might =upport
effectively and militently the action of the youth all socialist trade union
and party by mass demonstration. Above all we expect an abundant participe-
tion on the part of the wives and tie mothers of all young people who have
been condemned to alaughter,

. Arise young socialists of a1 countries, let your words follow your
thoughts, let your acts follow your words.

Long live the International of the young worker generation, which s all
one day bring to all countries peacse and freedcam, Long live the struggle
against murcer among nations, against the greed for blood. Long live the
struggle for the highest ideal of humanity, for Socialism.

Burezu of the Internationsl Union of
wocielist Youth Urzanizetionse
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ATPELDIX II

From: THE YOUTH INTERNATIONAL
By V.I. Lenin

O0f course, the organ of the youth gtill lacks theoretical clerity ard
consistency, and perhaps mey never acqulire this precisely because it is ths
organ of the vigorous, turbulent, inquiring youth. However, cur attitvdie to-
wards the inadeguate theoretical clarity on the part of such people nust be
entirely different from what it is and should be towards the theoretical
muddle in the hesds, and the lack of revolutionary consistency in the heerts
of our %0.C.ists"¥*, "Socialist Revolutionaries," Tolstoyans, Anerchists, the
European Ksutskyists (of the "Centre"), etc. aAdults who pretend to leed and
teach others, but who mislead the proletariat are one thing: against such
people a ruthless struggle must be waged. Youth organizations which openly de-
clare that t) they are still learning, that their main task is to train rarty
workers for the Socislist Parties, sre quite another thing. Such people nwust
be assisted in every way. We must be as patient as possible with their faults
and strive to correct them graduelly, meinly by persuasion, and not by righting
them. Frequently the middleaged and the aged do rot kuow how o approach the
youth in the prorer way; for, necessarily, the youth mist come to socialism in
a different wey, by other paths, in other forms, under other circumstances than
their fathers, Incidentally, this is why ws must be decldedJy in favor of the
organizaticnal. independence of the Youth league, not only bacause the opporiun-
ists fear hhis independence, but becsuse of the very navure of ithe case; for
unless they have complete independence the youth will be unable either to train
good Socielists from their midst, or to prepare themselves to lead socialism

forward,

Wlo stand for complete independence of the Youth leagues, but also for
complste freedom for comradely criticism of their errors. We must nci flatser

the youth.

* lMensheviks .



