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THE DEATH AGONY OF CAPITALISL AUD THE TASKS OF THE

TOURTH IKTERKATIONAL

Kobilization of the Lasses Arounc Transitional Temands

In Preparation

For the Conguest of Fower

The Objective Prerecuisites for a Socivlist Fevdlution

The world politicel situation a¢ a whole is chiefly charnc—
terized by a historicel crisis of the leacership of the proletariat.

The economic prercquisite for the proletarian revolution has
already in genercl achieved the hizhest point of fruition that can
be reached under capitalism. Mankind's productive forces stzgnate.
Alresdy, new inventions and improvements fail to raise the level of
material wealth. Conjunctural crises under the weight of the socizal
crisis affecting the whole capit:zlist system weigh ever hecvier de-
privations end sufferings upon the wmaeses. Growing unemployment,
Ain its turn, deepens the financial crieis of the State and under-
mines the unstable monetary systems. Democratic regimes, as well as
fascist, stagzer on from one bankruptcy to another.

The bourgeoisie itcelf sees no way out. In countries where
it has already been forcec to stake itc last upon the cord of fas-’
cisi, it now toboggans with closed eyes toward an economic and wmi-
litary catastrophe. In the historiczlly-privileged countries, i.e.,
in those where the bourgeoisie can still for a certain period permit
itself the luxury of democracy at the expense of national accumula-
tions (Great Britain, Francc, United States, etc.) all of capital's
traditional parties are in a state of perplexity, bordering on a
paralysis of will. The "New Deal", despite its first period pre-
tentious resoluteness, represents but a special form of political
perplexity, possible only in a country where the bourgeoisie suoc-
cecded in accumulating incalculable wealth. The present crisis,
far from having run its full course, has alreandy succeeded in shows
ing that "New Deal' politics, like Popular Fiont politics in France,
open no new exit from the economic blind-alley.

International relatioi s present no better picture. Under the
increazing tension of capitalist disintegration, imperialist anta-
gonisms reach an impasse at the hight of which separate claches and
bloody local disturbances (£thiopia, Spsin, the Far Tast, Central
Europe):must inevitably coalesce into a conflagration of world di-~
. mentions., The bourgeoisie, of course, is aware of the wmortal dan-
ger to its domination represented by & new war, But that class is
now iumeasurably lese capable of averting war than on the eve of
1914,

All t-1k to the effect that historical conditions have not

yet "ripened" for socialism is the product of ignorance or conscious
deception. The objective prerequisites for the proletarian revolu-
tion have not only "ripened"; they have besun to get somewhat rotten,
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Without a socizlis* revolutiorn, in the next historicrl veriod, at
that -- @ catastrophc threstens the vhole cul‘ure of wnankind. The
turn is now to the proletariat, i.e., chiefly to it revolutionsry
venzuard. The historicol cr1°ic of munklno iz reducec to the cri-
sis of .the. revolutiOuary leadelshlp

The Proletariat and its Leadel‘hiJ

The econowy, the stcte, the politics of the bourgeoisie and
its international relations ar¢ completely bli:hted by a socicl
crisis, characteristic -of a pre-revolutio:ary state of society. The
chief obstczcle in the path of transforming the pre-revoluticnary
into a revolutionary state is the opportunist character of proletas
rian leadership; its petty bourgeois cowarcice before the big bour-
geoisie ana 1ts pelfldlous connection with it :even in its ceath
ageny. : ,

E In all count ‘ies the proletarlat is wracked by & de'p dlS—
quiet. In millions, the wmagses again &end again move onto thb road
of the revolutionary outbreaks. But ench time they are blocked by
thelr own oonservative buro~ucrct1c apparatue.

The Sp~nish proletariat ' has made & series of heroic Uttempts
since April 19031 to take power in its hande and guiqe the fate of
gociety. Fowever, its own pirties (%ocial Democrats, Stalinists,
Anarchists, POUliists) -- each i~ its-own vey ~- acted as a brake and
thus prenared Franco's trlumphs '

: "In France,.the greet wcve of "git-dovn! strlkes, purticular-
. .1y during June 1936, revealed the whole-hearted readiness of the

- proletariat:to overthrow the ccpitaliat system.  However, the lead-
ing orzanizations (Socialists, . Stallnlsts, Syndlcallsts) under -the

-label of ‘the Popular Front succéeded in canalizing and d?mmlng, at

least temporarlly, the revolutionary. strecm, :

The unprecedent°d wave of git-down strikes and ,the ambzinnly
-rapid growth of industrial unionism in the United States (the CIO)
is.most indisputable expression of ‘the instinctive striving of the
- American workers to raise thémselves to the level of the tasks im-
s posed on them by history. But here, too, .the leading political or-
ganizations, 1nclud1ng the nevly-created C.1.0,, do everything pos-
sible to keep in check and paralyze the revolutlonary pregsure of
the masses. - . - :

The deflnlte passing over of the Comintern to the side of. the
bourgeoisg order, its cynically counter-revolutionary role throughout
the world, particularly in Spain, France, the United Statec and
- other "democratic" countries, crecated ‘exceptional supplementary- aif-
- ficulties for the world proletariat. Under the banner of the Octo-
ber Revolution, the concilictory politic: practiced by the "People's
Front" dooms the working class to impotence and clears the road for
fas01sm. . _ :

. "Peoples' F&onte" bn thc one hané -- fa801sm on the-: otnor,
these are the last politicel resources of imperialism in the strug-
gle agglnst the proletarian revolution. From thé historical point
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of view, howvever, hoth these resources nre stop-gaps. The decay of
copitalism continue:s under the sicu of the Fhrygian cap in France
as under thc sign of the ewaetica in Gerwany. Nothing short of the
everthrou of the bourzeoisie oan op:n & road out.

The oric¢ntation of the masces is cetermined first by the ob-
Jective conditiong of decaying cepit:lism, and second, by the trea-
cherous politics of the old workers' organizations. Of thesc fac-
vor:, the first, of ecourse, is the decicive one: the lawes of hist-
ory arec s.ronger than the bureaucratic apparatus. ¥No matter how
the methodu: of the social-betrayerr differ -~ from the "social® le-
ciglation of Blum to the judicial freme-ups of Stalin -- thpy will
never succeed in bresking th- revolutionary will of the proletariat.
&s time goee on, their decsperate efforts to hold back the wheel of
higstory will demonstrate morc cleorly to the wmasses that the crisis
of the proletarian lesderchip, having become the crigis in mankind’s
éulture, €an be resglved only by the Fourth International.

- The inimwm Prdgram and a Trahsiﬁiﬁn&l‘Prdgrqg‘

The stzategic t;gk of the next period -- a pre-revolutionary
pPeriod of agpitation, propaganda end orgenization -~ consists in
overcoming the contradiction betwe«n the maturity of the objective
revolutionary eonditione and the iumaturity of the proletaiiat and
its vanguard (the confusion auné disappointment of the older genera-
tion; the inexperience of the younger generaticn). It ie necessary
to help the masses in the procest of the deily strugile to find the
bridge between prgsent demrnds and the socielist program of the re-
volution. This Lridge should include a system of transitional de-
mands, stemaing from today's conditions and from today‘'s conscious-
ness of wide layers of the working class and inalterably leading to
one final conciusion: the conguest of power by the proletariat.

5 Classical Sociel Democracy, functioning in an epoch of prog-
réscive capitalism, divided its program into two parts, independent
of igne another; the wminimum progralm which limited itself to reforme
within the framework Of vcourgeois society, end the maximum program
vhich promised substitution of socialism for capitalism in the in-
definite future. Between the miniwmum and the maximum program no
bridge existed. And indeed Social Democracy has no neec of such a
bridge since the word Socialism is uged only for heliday speechify-
ing. The Comintern has get out to follow the path of Social Democ-
racy in an epoch of dec:ying cspitalism; vhen, in genersl, there
can be no discussion of systematic esocial reforms and the raising of
the masses' living standerds; whem ovors sordious dornnd of tho
proloterint and oven overy serious domard of ikhe potiy-bourgooisie
inevitably roaoh beyond the limits of capitalist property relations
and of the bourgeois stote.

The strategical task of the Fourth International lies not in
reforming caplitalism but in ite overt .row. The political aim: the
conquest of power by the proletariat for the purpose of expropriat-
ing the bourgeoisie, However, the achieveuent of this strategic
task is unthinkable without the most considered attention to all,
even small and partiel questions of tactics. 411 sections of the
proletariat, all its layers, profesesions znd groups chould be
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drawn into the revolutionary movement. The nresent epoch is distin-
guished not for the fazct that it frees the revolutionary party from
day-to-day work -but because it permits. this work to be carried on
indissolubly with the actual trsks of the revolution.

v The Pourth ‘Thternationsl does not discard the orogram of the
~ 0ld minimal" demends to the degree to which.these have nrreserved at
“least part.of their vital forcofuliess. Indefatigably, 1t defends
the democratic rights and sogisl oohquests.of . the workers, But it
carries on this day-to-day. wbrk, within the fr:me-work of the corrcct
".actual, that 1s, revolutionary pergpective. Insofar =s the old, por-
“tial "minimall demands of the masses glosh with the destructive and
* degrading tendencies of -decadent’ ocapitalism -~ and this occurs at :
each step -~ the Fourth. International advances a.bysem of transition-
-al demands, the essence of whigh is adntained.in the faot That ever
" ‘more onenly and decisively they will Ye direoted against the vory
bascs of-the bourgeois regime, The old "minimel program" is super-
scded by the transitional nrogra? the task of which lies in system-
atic mobilization of tho masses or the proletarian revolution.-

_The Sliding Sqq;g of Waggs ang the Slidlng Scﬂle of . Working Hours

»Under the conditions of disintogrkting ‘6élpitalism, the massos
continue to livethe meagorized life of the oppressed, threcatonod
now more thin at any other time with the .danger of boing cast to ‘tho
pit of pouporism. The ‘massos mist defond thoir mouthful of bread,
if thoy cannot incroaso or better it. Thore is rioithér tho neod nor
the opnortunity to onumeratc here thosé sopartto, partial démands
which time ahd agaln arise on' tho basis of eonercte .eircumstancos --
ngtional, laeal, professional. But two basic coonomic afflicttons,
- in whioh ;s summarizedltho “inercasing absurdity of -tho capitalist
systom: that is, -unomploymert ond high nricosI demend goneralizod
s{ogans and metﬁoa of stru 1o.--“ji T & ' )

‘ ‘The Fourth International declorcs unoompromising war on tho
" politics of tho oapitalists- vhioh, to a considorablo dogroc, Mke
“the politioo of thecir agents, tho.roformists, aims to placec the wholo
‘burden of militerism, the. crisie the disorganization of tho monctary
-systom and all.other scourges: stomming from capitalism!s dooth agony
upon the. backs of the toilors.  The Fourth Intornational domands
omploymont and decent living conditions for all, ' .

Noithcr monotdry inflation or- stnhﬂizotion eon sorve as slo-
gans for the prolctorist becauso thesc arc but two onds of thc same
“ stick. ‘Against a bounding rise in priecs, whieh with the approach
of var will assume an over moro dnbridloed chardeter, onc can fight
only under thc slogan of a sliding scalo of woges. This méans thqt
collcctive agroomorts should assurc an cutom:tie-risc in wages in
relation to tho incrcasc in pricos of oonsumor goods.

- Undcer tho mcnnco of its own diaintogration, the nrolot riat

- oannot pormit the transformation -of an incrcasing scetion of tho
workers into chronically uncemployed peupcrs, 1fving off" tho slops

of a crumbling socioty.- Thc right to omploymcnt is the only sorious




—5~

right lcft to the workor in o sooloty bascd upon oxploitetion. This
right today is belng shorn from him ct cvery step. Against uncmploy-
mont, "structurcl® s woll as "eonjunetural," tho time is ripc to
advanco along with the slogan of public works, the slogan of a slid-
ing scolo of working hours. Trado unions z2nd otheor mass organizations
shou ind tho workors and tho unomployocd togcthor in the solidor-
ity of mutual rosponsibility. On this basis, all tho work on hand
would thon bo divided amonz 2ll existing workors. in accordance with
bow tho oxtent of tho working week is defined. Tho avorage wago

o)) ovory workor remains the same a3 it was undor the old working -
wock. Weges, undor a strictly guanenteed minimum, would follow tho
movoment of pricos, It is imgossiblo to accopt any other program
tor thc prosent cotastraphic period. : '

Property ownors and thoir lowyers will prove the "unreaoliz-
ability" of thosc domands. Smallor, ospocially ruinod oapitalists,
in addition will rofor to thoir noccunt lodgors. Tho workers catec-
orlcally donounge such conclusions and roforoncos. -Tho quostion

s not onc of & "normol" sollision betwoon opposcd matorial intorcsts,
Tho quostion is ono of guarding tha mrolotariat from docny, dcomoral-
ization and ruin. Tho quostion 18 ono of 1ifo or doath of tho only
orcativc and nrogrossivoe. closs, on@d by that tokon of the futurc of
mankind. If capitalism is ineapable of satisfying tho domcnds,
inovitably oarising from tho calamitiocs gonorntod by itsclf, thon lot
it porish. "Roalizability" or “uaroglizebility" are in tho givon in-
‘staneo o quostion of tho rclationship of foreces; wvhieh can bc dccid-
od only by tho strugglc. By moans of this struggloc, no motter vhet
its immedintoe practicoal sucecsses may bo, tho workors will best come
to undorstand the nocossity of liquid~ting capitalist slavory.

ngdc Unions in tho Transiﬁiohal Epdoh

, In tho strugglo for partial cnd transitional domands, the
vorkors, now moro than cvor boforo, nocd moss organizations; prin-
cipally, trnde unions. The powerful growth of trade unionism in
Fronce and tho Unitod Stotes 1s the bost rofutation to tho nrocch-
ments of thosc ultra-loft doctrinnairecs, who have been teaching that
trado unions havo "owlived thoir uscfulncss." - :

Tho Bolshcvik-Loninist stands in tho front-line tronchoes-of
all kinds of strugglos, ovon whon thcy involve only tho most modost -
matcerial intorosts or 5cmocratic rights of tho vorking class. Ho
takos active port in mass trado unions for the purnosc of strongth-
oning thom cnd raising their splrit of militonoy. Ho fights uncom-
promisingly agninst any attempt to subordinanto the unions to the
bourgcois state and bind the prolectariat to "compulsory arbitration"
and overy other form of police guardinnship -- not only fascist but
also “domocratio"., Only on the basis of such work within tho trado
unions 1is sucecssful strugglo possiblec cgainst tho roformists, in-
cluding thosc of tho Stalinist burocueraey.  Scctarion attomp%s to
build or proscrvo smrll "rovolutionary" unions, as a socond cditicn
of tho perty, signify in actueclity tho rcnounoing of tho .struggle for
loadership of tho working class. It is nocesscry to ostablish this
firm rulo: solf-isolation of the oapltulationists verioty from mass
trade unions, which 1s tontamount o a betrayal of the rovolution,
is incompatible zith aehoron%p to Epo Fogyth Iatornational. ’

At the same- time, the Fourth International resolutely rejeccts
and condemns trade union fetishism, equally characteristic of trade-
unionists and syndicalists,
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(2) Trade unions do not offer, and in line with their tesk,
composition, nnd wmanner of recruiting membqrship, cannot offer a
finished revolutionary progiam; in congeguence, they cennot replace

the pert The building ¢of national reyolutionary parties ae seo-
tions of the Fourtr Internatlonei is thé central task of the trana;-
tional epoch. - R !o"ﬁi‘fﬂgum.,.

(v) - Trade unlone, even the imost powérful, embrace no zore tnan
20 to 25 percent of the working class, and at that, predominently
the wore skilled and better-paid layers. .The more oppressed najor-
ity of the working class is drawn only episodically into the strug-
gle, during a period of oxce tional upsurges in the labor movement.
During such moments it is necessary to create organizatiomns, ad hoce,
embracing the whole fighting wass: strike committees, frctory “commit-
tees and flnally, Somlete. e ] ‘ -

(c) As orgwnlzatxons expressive of the top layers of the pro-
letgriat ‘trede unions,:ap witnessed by all past historical- experi- )
ence, 1nc1uding the fresh expericnce .0f the anardip-syndicelist unions
in Spain, -developed. pownrful.tendencies toward compromige with the = -
bourgeois~democratic regime “In periods Of acute class struggle, the .
leading functionaries 0f ‘the tradu unione aim to vecotte masters of -
the mege movement in eordér to render it'harmless. This is already
occurring during the ‘period of simple .&trikes; especially in -the oase

of mase sit-down strikes Waleh shake. the principle of bourgeois prop-
erty. In time of war Qr revolut}en, when the bourgeoiaie is -
plunged into exceptionnl d1ff10u1t1es, trade upion lezders usually
become bourgeoig ‘ministers. , S . :

-~

There:ore, the sectlons of the Fourth Internetloncl ahould
elweys strive not only to renev the top leadership of the trade u-
nions, bLoldly and resolutely in critical moments advancing new mil=
itant lecders in plsce of routine.functionaries and g:reerists;
but also to cre:te in 81l posgible instancee independent. militant .
organizations corresponding more closely to the problems of mass .
struggle againgt bourgeois ‘society; not stopping, if necesssry,,-
even in the face of o direct bre: Xk thh the conservative apparatus
of the trade unions. If it e .crimirnal to turn one's. back to mass-
organizations for the sake of fcstering sectarian fictions, it is no
less 80 to passively tolercte :subordinatior*r disguised conserva-
tive ("progressive") bureaucratic clivues. . Trade unions are not ends
in t?emsélvee, they are but ueans along. the Téad to proletarian rev-
olut on S 5 ,

Faoto*y Committees

Durlng a transitionel epoch ‘the workers movement doee not heave
a systemttio and well-balarced but o feverish and ekplo-ive cusrac-
ter. Slogans es well- as Organizational forms sghould be subordina-
ted to the indices of the wovemnent., ' On-guard againet routine hgnd--
ling of a situation ¢8 &geinst a plagueh :the leadership should re-.
spond sens1tive1y to the iniative of the nagses.. Sit-down strikes,
the latest phenomenon of ‘this kind of iniztive, go. beyond the Iimite
of "noraal" capitclist procdedure. ; Independently of the dewands of
the- strikere, the temporary seizu@e of factories deals a blow. to the

¥F 5f tne revolutionary ness movement to ‘the control of openly Te~
ootionary ) e 4 _ '

e 0w
N 3
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idol, ‘czpitalist property. Every Sit-down strike poces in a prac-
tical manner the queetion of who is boss 6f the factory: the capifta-
list or the worker?

If the sit-down mirike raises this cuestion episodically, the
factory coumittee gives it organized expression. Elect<d by &all the
factory euployees, the fectory comnittece iumediatly creeteé a counter-
weight to the will of the adminictsation.

The reforaist criticisim of bosees of the so-celled "economic:
voyalist" type like Ford in contra-distinction to "good","cewocra-
tic" exploiters, we counterpoice the slogan of fectory conmittees
as centers of strUﬂgle a(a]nst both the first.ard the scoond.

Tr:de union bureaucrats, in acoordanee with their general con-
duct, will 2esist’ the oreation of factory committees as they resist
every bold htep t\ken along the road of mobiiizing the masses.

. Howevey, the wldet the swegp of the mc«emsnt the easier will
it be to bre this rrgiatonce. hgre the closed shog hes already
been instituted in "pedceful" times, the committee will formally co-
incide with tne usual orgen of the trede union, but will renew its
personnel and ‘iden its functions. The prime siguificance of the
committee,hotever, lies in the fact that it becomes the .wilitent
stuff for euch working class loyers as the trade union is usually
incapable of moving to.action. It ie precisely from these more op-
pregsed l=yers th-t the uost 9elf-sacr1ficing battalions of the re-
volution will come

From the momert thet the committee makes its appearance, a
factual duczl pover ie ectablighed im the factory. By its very es-
gence, it represents the transitional state because it includes in
-itself two irreconcilacie regimea: the cepiialist and the proletariat.
The fundamental significence of factory comamittees is precisely con-
tained in the fact that they open the deors if not te a direct revo-
lutionary, then to a pre-revolutionary period,-- between the bour-
geois -nd the proletarien regimes. That the prapagation of the fuc-
tory committee ides is neither prempture nor artificial is amply at-
tcetcd to by the waves of git-down strikes spreading Lhrougn ceverel
countrieg. New waves of this type will b. inevitable in the immedisctc
future. It is necessary ro begin a campaign in-favor of factory cori-
mittees in time in order not to be caught unawares .

"Egsineg ggcregg ggg ﬂg;xeza' gpntrol of Induetrx

Liberal capitalism, based upon’ ‘competition and free trade,

has comgletely receded into the past. Its ‘successor, monopolistic
capitalism, not only does not mitigate the anarchy of the market but
on the contrary ‘imparts to it a particularly convulsive character,
“he necessity of "controlling" economy, of placing state "guidance"
over industry and of "planning" is today recognized -~ at least in
vords -- by almost all ourrent bourgeois and petty bourgeois tenden-
cies, from fascist to social-democratic. With the fascists, it is
mainly a question of "planned" plundering of the people for military
purposes. - The social-~-democrats prepare to drain the ocean of anarchy
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with spoonfuls of buresucratic "planning". ' Engineers and professors

write articles about "technocracy". In their cowardly experiments

in "regulation," democratic governments run head into the inv1n01blc

sabotage of big capital. , o

, . The actual relationship existing between the exp101ters and
the democratic "controllers" is best characterized by the fact that

- the gentlemen "reformers" stop ;short in picus trepidation before -the
threshold of the trusts ang. their buginess"secretg”", Here the prin-
ciple of "non-interference" with business dominates. The accounts
kept between the individual capitalist and society remains the sec-
ret of the capitalist: they are not the concern of society. The
motivation offered for the principle of business "gecrets" is osten-
sibly, as in the epooh of liberal capitalism, that of free "competi-
tion". 1In reality, the trusts keep no secrets from one another. -

- The business secrets of the present epoch -are part of a persistent
plot of monopoly caiitalism against the ‘interests of society. Pro-
jects for limiting .the autocracy of "esonomic royalists" will
continue to be pathetic farces as long ag private owners of the

-:gooial means of production can hide from producers and consumers
the machinations of exploitation; robbery, .and fraud.. The abolition

- of ."business secrets" 13 thc first step towards ‘actual 00ntr01 of
,1ndustry. . ‘ . ) S o

Workers no - less than capitalists have the. right to know the
"georets" ,of the factory, of the trust, of the whole branch of in-
rdustry, of the national economy as a whole. First anq foremost
‘banks, heavy industry .and centralized transport should be placed
under an observation glass.

The next tasks of workers' control should be to explain the
debits and credits of society, beginning with individual business
undertakings; to determine the actual share of the national income
wolfed by the individual capitalist and by all the exploiters. taken
. together; to expose the behind-the-scenes deals and swindles of .
‘banks and trusts; finally, to reveal to all members of society that
‘unconscionable’ gquandering of human labor which is the result of
cepitalist anarchy and naked pursuit of profits. :

No. office-holder of the bourgeois state is in a position to

~ carry out this work, no matter with how great authority one would

wish to endow him, All the world was witness to the impotence of
President Roosevelt and Premier Blum againgt the plottings of the
"60" or "200 families' of their respective nations. To break the
resistance of the exploiters, the mass pressure of the proletariat
is necessary. Only factory committees can bring about real .control
of production calling in ~-- as consultants but not as "techhocrats"
-~ gpecialists sincerely devoted to the peqgple; accountants,
statisticiane, enginecrs, sc;antlsts, etc. : vy e

- ‘The struggle against unemployment is nqt to be .considered
““VW1thout the calling for a.broad and.bold organization of publio

‘works. But public works can have.a continuous and-progressive sig-
nificance for society, ag for the unemployed themselves, only when

,.._‘\ s
Ry
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they are made part of a general plan, worked out to cover a con-
siderable number of years. Within the framework ~f thie plan, the
workers would demand yesumption, as public utilities, of work in
private businessec closed as & result of the .crisis WoTKeos! wCa-
trol in such cases would be replaced by direct workers’ mansgsmani

: The working out of even thg most elementary economic plan
. =~ from the point of view of the exploited, not the eziloiters --
. ig impossible without workers' control that is, without zhe peone-
. tration of the worker's eye into atl open and concealec springs of
capitalist economy. Cowmittces represcnting individual bus iness

" enterprises should mset at confcrences to chocse corresponainw

comuittees of trusts, whole braaches of industry, econcmic regiona
and finally, of national industry as a whole. Thus, workers‘' con.
trol becoumes a -school £%§ planned economy.  On the baSLB of the
experience of control ¢ proletariat will prepare itself for
direot management of nationalized industry when the hour for that
eventuality will strike.

‘ To those capitalistu, mainly of the 1ower .and’ miadle strata,
who of their own accord sometimes offer to throw Open their books
to the workers -—-- ugwally to demongtrate the necessity 'of lowering
wages —- the workers anewer that they are not interecsted in the
bookkeeping of individusl bankrupts.er semi-bankrupts ut in the
~account ledgers of all exploiters.as & whole. The workers cannot
and do not wish to accomodste- the level of their living conditions
_to the exigencies of individual capitalists, themgelves victims of
their own regime. The tesk is one of reorgenizing the whole system
of production and distribution on a more dignified and workable ba-
. 8is, If the abolition of business secrets be a necessary condition
. to workers' control, then control :is the first step along the road
to the sooialist guidance of economy.

__propriation of Sep@ratc Qroups of Qapitaliats

. The socialist program of expropriation, 1. e y- of political S
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and licuidation of its economic domi-
nation, should in no case during the precent transitional period
hinder us frow advancing, when the occasion warrents, thc demand for
the expropriation of several key branches of induetry vital for na-
tional existence or of the wost parasitic graip of the bourge01sic.

Thus, in anever to the pa thetic Jeremiads of. the gentlemen~
dtmocrats anent the dictatorship of the "G0QFamilies" of the United
States or the "300 Fawilies" of France, we counterpoise the dcuand

for the expropriation of thesc 60 or 200 feudalistic oapitalist
overlords. )

In precicely the same way we dcmand the expropriation of the
corporations holding monopolies on war industrieﬁ, railroads, the
most important sources of raw materials, ete..

The difference between thes demands and the muddle~headed

reformiet glogan of "nationalizatzonﬂ +ies in the following: (1) we
reject indemnification, (2) we warn thc massee ageinst demagogues

*



of the Peoples Front who, ‘giv1ng'lip-serv1ce to nationalization, re-
main in reality agento of capital; .(3) we call upon the macses to
rely only on their own revolutionary strength; (4) we link up the
question of expropr1at10n 'rth t t of seizute of ‘the power by the
worfers and farmers., -° -

The necessity of advancing thc slogan of expropriation in the
carrsc of daily ag itation in partial form, and not only in our pro-
- paganda in its more comprehensive aspects, is dictated by the fact
that different branchec of iridustry:are on different levels of de-
vclopucnt, occupy a different plece in the 1life of society and pass
through different stage: of the class struggle.  Only a general re-
volutlonary upsurge of the proletariat can place the complete expro-
priation of the bourgeoisie on the order of the -day. The task of
tragfitional demands is to prepare the proletariat to solve this
problen, ,

The Picket Line -~ Defcneu Groups - WOrkers' Militza - The Armigg
Qg th ?role artat 7*"- :

A - Sit-cdown etr1kcs arb a serious warning from the masses addres-—
sed not only to the bourgeoisie Lut also to the organizations of the
workers, including the Fairth Intcrnational. " In 1918-1920, ‘the
Ttalian workers seided factories on their own initiative, thus sig-
-naling the news to thtir "leaders" of the coming of the social revo-
.-lution, The "leaders" paid no heed to the aignal. The ¥ictory of
: fascism Was the result. ol - T

- : -Sitbdown strikes‘do not yet mean the seizure of factories in
the Italian manner; but they arc a decisive step toward such seizure.
The present crisis can sharpen the class struggle to an extreine
point and bring nearer the moment of denouement. But that does not
mean that a revolutionary situation comes on at one stroke. Actual-
ly, its approach ig signalized by a continuous series of convulsions.
One of these is the wave of sit-down strikes. The problem of the
gections of the Fourth International is to help the proletarian van-
. guard understand the general character and tempo of our epoch and to
fructify in time the etruggle of the wmasses with ever more renolute
and militant organiz(tional measures.

The sharpcning of the proletariat's struggle means the sharp-
ening of the methods of counter-attack on the part of capital, Necw
waves of sit-down strikes can call forth and undoubtedly will call
forth resolute counter-measures on the part of the bourgeoisie.

. Preparatory work is already being done by the confident1a1 gtaffs
of big trusts. Woe to the revolutionary organizations, woe to the
proletariat if it is again caught unawares!

: The bourgeoisio is nowherc satisfied with official police and
aruy. In the United States even during "peaceful" times the bour-
ge01sie maintaing militarizcd battalions of scabe and pr1vately~armeu
thugs in factories, To this must now be added the various graups of
American Nazis. The French bourgcoislie at the first approach of dan-
ger mobilized semi-legal and illegal fascist detachments,-including
such as are in the army. No sooner does the pressuré of thc English
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workere once again becoic stronger than 1mmcdiate1y the bands of
Lord Mosleéy are doubled, trcbled, -increased tenfold to come out . in
bloody march against the '01kera. -The bourgeoisie kecepe itsclf most
. accurately inforued about thc fact that in the present epoch the
clacs struggle irresistibly tends to transform itself to civil war.
The cxamplec of Italy, Germany, Austria, 8pain and other countries
taught considerably more to the nagnates ‘and laékeys of cepital than
to the official leaders of the proletariat.

The politiolans of the Second and Third Internationals, as
well as the bureaucrats of th: trade unions, consciously close their
e¥es to the hourgeoisic's private army; otherwise, they could not
prcsexve their alliance with it for even twenty-four hours, The
refornists systematically igplant in the minds of the workers the
notion that the sacrcdnoss of denogracy is best guaranteed when the
baurgeoisie is armed to the teeth and the workers are unarued;

The duty of the Fourth Intcrnational‘ie to put an end to such
slevish politics once and for all. The petty~-baurgeois democrats --
including social-dcmocrats, Stalinists and Anarchists -~- yell louder
about the struggle agaimst fasclam $he more cravenly thcy cepitulate
to it in actuality. Only apucd vogkers' detachuents, who feel the
-support of ,tene of millione of toilers behind thewm, can successfully
" prevail against the ‘fascist bands. - The struggle against fascism -
does not start in the liberal editorial office but in the fastory --
and ends in the ‘street. 8Soabs -and prxvate gun-men in factory plants
are the basic nuclel of the fascist armg ,rike pickets are the
basic nuclei of the proletarian army 'his I8 our point of depart-
ure. In connection with every strike and street demonstration, it
- is imperative to propagete the necéssity of creating workers' Erougs
for self-defense. It is necessary to write this slogan into t
Program of the revolutiorary wing of the trade unions. It is impe-
rative everywhere possible, beginning with the youth groups, to or-
ganize groups for self-defense' to drill and aquaint them with the
~use of arma.

A new upsurge of the nass movement should serve not only to
‘increase the numbér of these unite but also to unite them according
.%o neighborhoods, cities, regions.' It is necessary to give organ-
‘"ized expression to the valid hatred of the workers toward scabs and
bands of gangetere and fascists. It is necessary to advance the slo-
gan of a workers' militia as tke one serious guarantee for the invi-
olability of workers' organizations, meetings and-press.

T Only with the help of such systematic, persistent, indefati-
. gable, .courageous aggitational and organizational work, alwaye on the
basis of the experience of the masses thcmselves, is 1t poseible to
root out from their consciousness the traditions of submissiveness
and passivity; to train detachments of heroic fightere capable of set-
ting an example to all toilers; to inflict a series of tactical de-
feats upon the armed thugs of countrr-revolutlon' to raise the self-
confidence of the exploited and ©obpressed; to compromise fascism in
the eyes of the petty-bourgeois and pave the road for the conquest
of power by the proletariat.- , ,
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-fipe«8 defincd the 8tate as bodics of "ormod mon". The arm-
2%5 of tho prolct-rirt is an impor~tivc concomitant olomcnt™ to 1ES
strugglc for or~tion. Whon the nroletarirt wills it, it will
find the roqd and tho moans to arming. In this fiold qlso the. load-
orship falls nhtur"lly to the soctions of tho Fourth Intornctional.

Tho Alliunoo of the Workcrs and F rmcrs

. Tho brothor-in-arms and countorpﬂrt of tho workor in ‘tho coun-
try is tho agrioultural laborer. Thoy arc two parts of onc ~nd the
same class. Thoir intorosts aro insoparadle. Tho industriol worker!s
progrom of transitionnl dem~nds, with changes horc and thoro, is
. llkowlsc tho progrum of tho qgriculturﬂl orolotariat.

: Tho puasants (fﬂrmons) roprosent rnothor olass: thoy arc tho
potty bourgooisio of tho village. Tho potty bourgooisic is mndo

up of various loyors: fromtho semi=-prolctarian to the oxploitor olo-
monts. In cecordanco with this, tho political task of tho industricl
prolotarint is to 6arry tho class strugglo into ‘tho country. Only
thns will ho be able to divido his allios and his onomios.

Tho poouliaritios cf nqtional dovclopmont of oach country
find thoir quoorost oxprossion- in tho status of farmors and to somo
oxtont of tho urban gotty sourgooisio {artiscns and shop koopors),
Thesé classos, no mattor how numericnlly strong: thoy mny be, osson-
tially aro roproscntntive survivals of pro-oapinlist forms of pro-
duction., Tho soctions of tho.Fourth In crnrtional should work out
- with 211 possiblc conorotenossi program of transitional dom-nds’
concorning tho poasnnts (farmors).n -urban: petty-bourgooisio and
conformrble to tho ¢onditions ofLonch oountry.,f he advrncod workers
:should lesrn to givo elonr and. oonoroto nnswors to tho quostions put
by thoir futurce allios. !

‘ Whilo tho farmor romhins an “indooondont" potty ppoduccr ho
1s in nood of choap erodit, of sgricultural’ machinos 2hd fertilizér
at pricos ho oon afford to’ pay, favorablo conditions of transport,
and consciontious orgonization of tho markot” for his agrioultural
products. But tho banks, thc trusts, tho merchants rob the farmer
from overy sido. Only tﬁo farmers tﬂomsolvos with tho help of tho
workers, can curb this robbory. Committoos oiocbod b anll farners
should mako thoir .appoaranco on tho national.soone on Y W
workers! committoos and committoos’ of bonk omploycos t~ko into thoir
hands control of transnort, crodit, ond mcrcﬁntilo 0per tions affcc-
. ing agriculturo. ‘ o

By falsoly citing tha "oxcossive" ' domAnds - of €ho workcrs the
big bourgoolsio skillfully tronsforms tho question of commodity pricer
into a wedgo to.bo drivon botwcon tho Wworkers and farmops and bo-
twoon tho workors cond tho. potty-bourgooisioc-of the eitles., Tho poa-
-sant, artisan, smgll morchant, unliko tho industrial-worker, offico
and civil . sorvice omployoo, cannot demnnd o wrge Inercesc corrosoond-
<. ing to tho incroaso in priccs. Tho official struggle of tho govorn-

rnont with high priccs is-only a docoption:of tho masses: But tho
fernors, ~rtisans, morchants, in thoir capncity of consumors, can
. stop into ‘tho nolitics of orico-fixing shoulder to shouldor with the
workérs. To the capitalist!s lomontgtions about costs of production,
of transport and trado, tho consumors answor: . "Show us your-boeks;
wo domrnd control ovor tho fixing of pricos." Tho orgrns of this
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control should be the gommittees g priges, mode up of dele-

-,gates from the factories, trude wnlens, cooperatives, farmers

organizations, the "little man" of the city, house-wives, ctc.
By this mehns the workers will be eble to nrove to the formers
that the real reason for high nrices is nét highvwages but the
exorbitant profits of the eanitalist and the overhead exoensés

of capitalist anarghy.

it Ly Lia s

The program for the nationalization of the land snd

collectivization of agriculture should be so drawn that from
its very basis it should exclude the nossibility of expropri-
ation of smell farmers and their compulsory collectiviation,
The farmer will remain owner of his plot of land as long as

he himself beclieves it possible and
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necessary. In order to rchabilitate the program of socialism in the
eyes of the farmer, it is necess:ry to expose mercilessly the Stali:
ist methods of ocollectivization, which are dictated not by the inter-
ests of the farmers or workers but by the interests of the bureau-
cracy.

The expropriation of the expropriatérs likewise does not sif-
nify forcible confiscation of thc property of artisans and shop-
keepers. On the contrary, workers' control of banks and trusts --
even more, the nationalization of these concerns can createc for the
urban petty-bourgeoisie incomparwbly more favorable conditions of
credit, purchase and sale than is poscible under the unchecked domi-
nation of the monopolies. Dependence upon private capital will be
replaced by dependence upon the 8tate, which will be the more atten-
tive to the needs of its small co-woekers and agents the stronger
the toilers themselves will keep control of the State in their hands.

The practical participation of the exploited farmers in the
control of different fields of economy will allow them to decidc for
themsel¥es whether or not it wauld be profitable for them to go over
to collective workéng of the land -- at vwhat date and on what scale.
Industrial workers should consider themselvee duty-bound to show
farmers every cooperation in traveling this road: through the trade
unionsg, factory committees, end, wost importantly, through a workers'
and farmers' govermment. . _ : .

The alliance proposed by the proleta1iat, not to the "middle
claszes" in general but to the exploited layers of the urban and
rural petty-bourgeoisie, against all exploiters including those of th.
"middle", can be bzsed not on cowpulsion but only on free consent,
which should be consolifiated in & special "contract". This "con-
tract" is the program of tlan31tiona1 demands voluntarily accepted
by both sides.

The Struggle Againgt Imperislism and War

The whole world outlook, and consequently also the inrer po-
litical life of individual countries, is overcast by the threat of
warld war. Already the lmminent catuetrophe sends violent ripples
of apprehension through the very broadest masses of mankind.

The Second International repeats its infamous politics of 1914
with all the greater assurance since today it is the Comintern which
plays first fiddle in chauvinism. As quickly as the danger of war
assumed concrete outline, the Stalinists, outstripping the bourgeois
and petty bourgeols pacifists by far, became blatant haranguers for
so—~-called "national defense", An exception is made by them only in
the case of fascist countries, i.e., there where they themselves
play no role at all. The revolutionary strugsle against war thus
rests fully on the shoulders of the Fourth Intcrrnational.

The Bolshevik-leninist policy regarding this question, formu-
lated in the thesis of the I.S. (War and the Fourth International,
. 1934) preserves all of its force todey. 1In the next pe:iod & Tevo-
~lutionary party will depend for success primarily on its policy on
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the question of war, --A- Gorrect policy is composed of two elembnts
an uncompromising-attitude on. imperialigm and its wars and the abi-
lity to base one's program on “the experjence 6f the magses thkmsel—
ves. o

The bourgeoisie and its agents use the war question, more than
any other, to deceivec the pedple by means of abstractions, general
formulas, -lame phriseology: ‘'neutrality", collective eecurityr, "ar-
-ming for the defcnse of peace!, "national defense", "struggle agsinst
fasoisu", and so on. All suoh’ formalas feduce themselves in the end
to the fact that the.war question, i.e., the fate of the people, is
left in the hands of the imperialists, their governing etaffs, their
giploma;{, their generala, with 311 their intrigues and plote against

e peogle.

The Fourth Internationdl rejects with abhorranoe all such .
abgstractions which play the same role in &he démocratic ‘camp as An
the fasoist: "honor", "blood", "race". But abhodrence is not . enough.
It is 1mperatiVe to help the masses discerny by means of verifying
‘ocriteria, slogans, and demaxds, the ooncrete escence of these fraud-
ulent abstractions. R : .

, ”Disarmament?a — But the entire question revolves around - who
will disa¥m whom. The only disarmament which can avert orrend war
ie the disarmament of the bourgeoieie by the workers. But to disarm
the bourgeoieie the workers must arm themselves.

' "Neutrality?" -- But the prdletariat 18 nothing like neutral
in the war between Japan and China; or a war between Germany and-the
U.S8.8.R.  "Then what is meant is the defense of China and the USSR?"
of oouree! But not by the imperialiste who will strangle both China

"Defenge of the Fatherland?" -- But by this. abstraction, the
bourgeoisle understands the defense of its profits and plunder. We
stand ready to defend the fatherland from foreign capitalists, if we
first bind our own hand and foot and hinder them from attacking for-
eign fatherlands} if  the workeérs and the farmers of our country be-
come its real masters; if the wealth of the country be transferred
from the hands of a tiny minority to the hands of the people; if the
army becomes .a weapon 6f the exploited instead of the exploiters.

It is necessary to interprct. these fundamental ideas by break-
ing them up into more concrete and partial ones, dependent upon-the
oaurge. of events and the orientation.of-the thought of the masses.
In’ addition it ie necessary -to ‘differsntiate strictly. between the
“paoiiilm of the diplomas, professor, journalist and the pacifism of
.the carpenter, agricultural worker, washer-woman. In oné oase, pa-
cifiem is a screom for imperialism; in the other, it is the confused
expression of distrust in. imperialism. When the small farmer or
worker speaks about the defense of the fatherland, he means defense
of hie home, his family and other similar families from invasion,
bombs and poistnous gas. The capitalist and his journalist undere
. stand by the defense of the fatherland the seizure of colonies and
- markets, the predatory increase of the "national" share of world
. income. Bourgeols pacifisw and patriotism are shot through with
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deceit: But in the pecificm and even patriotism of the oppressed
there lies a progressive kernel which it is necessary to grasp:-in
order that the required revolutionary conclusions be drawn. We mus?s
be able to bring about a hostile collision of these ttro forms of pa-
cifisim and patriotism. ,

‘Using.these consideratians as its point of departure, the
Fourth International supports every even if insufficient, demand,
if it can draw the masses to:& certain extent into active politics,
awaken their criticiem and etrengthen their control over the machi-
nationa of the bour coifies :

From this point of view,-our American section, for example,
‘critically supports the proposal for emtablishing a referendum on
the question of declaring war. No democratic. reform, it is under-
stood, can by itself prevent the Tulers from provéking war when they
so wish it. It is necessary to give frank warning of this. But.not-
withstanding the d1lusions of the masses in regard to ‘the proposed
- referendum, their support of it reflects the distrust felt by workers
and farmers for bourgeois government-and congress. ‘Without support-
ing and without sparing illusions, it is necessary to support with
all possible strength the progressive distrust of the axpioited to-
..ward the exploiters. ~The more wide-spread.the. movauent -for the ref-
" prendum becomes, the sooner will the bourgeoié pacifists move away
- from it; the more ‘completely will the betrayers of the Comintern be
compromieed' the more.acute will distrust 6f the imperialists become.

, . From thie viewpoint, it is necessary to advance the demand:
electoral rights for men and women beginning with the age of 18. .

- Those who will be called .upon to die for the fatherland gomorrow
should have the right .to vote toddy. The struggle againest war must
first of all begin with the revolutionary mobilization of the youth.

Light must be shed upon the problem of war from all angles,
hinging upon the eideﬁmmnﬂhich it wibl confront the masses at a gi-
. Ven moment. , : ,

War is a gigantic commercial enterprise, especially for the
war industry. The "60 Families" are therefore first-line patriots
and the chief provocateurs of war. Workers! control of war indust-
ries i the first step in the struggle agaInBE The "manu?""turers“
OI Waro

To The slogan of the reformists. & tax on militar rofit, we

counterpoise the slogam® confiscatior o Tﬁigtgg rofit and ex-

ropriation of the traffickers In war industries. Where milltary
industry is "nationalized®, ae In France, the elogan of workers!' con-
t@ol preserves its full atrength' the proletariat has as little con-

TTdence in the government of the bourgeoisie as in individual bour-
geoie. . ,

Not one mancand not one penny for thc bourgeois governument)
_ {Not an armaments program ‘but a program of useful public works!

Complete independence of worke: s! organizations from military-~
police ocontrol!
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Onco and for all we rust tor from tho hnnds of the grecdy
and morciloss imporialist clique, schoming behind the bocks “of tho
pooplo, tho dispogition of tho pooplots fate, -

In acoord-moo with this wo dorwzd. :

. Complote abolition. of scerot diplomacy, all trcatios =nd agroo-
monts: to bo medo "ccossibld to all workers and farmers;

Militﬂry tr ainiug nnd “rmina of workcrs and farrors under.
dircct control of workor ~ené fo;mors cormitvocs;

Croation of militﬂry schools fo~ tho troining of commondors
among tho toilers, choscn by uorkors' orgrnizations;

Substitution for tho standing arny coplos! militin, indis-
solubly linkod up with ractorios, n os, farms otec.
a0 P R e '

. nmporialist wor 1# tho conttnu@tion and Sharponing of tho
prodatory polities of tho bourgbofsfc., Tho strygglo of tho prolotar-
1ot agninst war is tho oontinuation and sharponing of its class
strugglo. Thc boginning of war altopa tho- aituntion and partially
thé moans of . strugglo ‘botwoon" tho olaasos but not tho aim mad
basic coursc. : [

Tho iMporialist bourgooisio dominﬂto tho world, 'In'its-baéic
charactor tho approrching war will thorofore bo an inporinlist war,
Tho fundariontal content of tho polities of the international orolec-
tariat will consoquontly bo a strugglo aﬁainst %mporiﬂlism nnd its
wor. In thils gtrugglo thc basic principlo is: "tho chiof cnony is
in' gour own ecountry," tho ,dofoat of xour ovn (1mpor1alist
gavernront 1is tho” 1osscr ovil,' .

But not all countrios of tho world aro inporialist countrics,
On tho contrary tho nmajority aro victisis of imporinlism. Somoe of '
tho coloniz) or somi-coloninl countrics will undoubtodly attoript to
utilize tho war in ordor to cast off tho yoke of slavory. Their
war will bo not inperialist but. libornting. :.It will bo tho duty of
tho internntionsl prolotari:t to aild tho opprossdéd countrics in war
ogainst’ tho oporossors. Tho scmo duty applios in rogard to niding
the U.8.S.R., or whatover othor workors! govornmont riight arise bo-
foro tho wor or during the war, The dofont .of: ovor imporialist
govornnont .in ‘the strugglo with tho workors' state or with n colon-
ial country is. tho lossor ovil

- Tho workors of 1mpor1alist countrics, hOwovor, cannot holn an

anti-inporinlist céuntry through thoir own govornmont, no notter
vhat night bo tho diplomatic and military rolations Botweon tho two
countrios ot a givon momont. If tho governments find thomsclvos '
in tomporary and, by vory assonco of tho mattor, unroliablc allianco,
thon tho nrolotariat of tho imperialist. country continuos to ronnin.
in class opnosition to i1ts own govornnont and supports the non-inpor-
alist "ally" through its own mothods, 1.0., through tho rwothods of
ntornational oclass strugglo Qagibmﬁinn'in avor :of a worlkers stats
N o goloninlk ‘country wlse, Rot only mgringt thoin perfidious allies;
boyoott, strikes, in one ocasej rejection of boyoott- and atrikes

in onother onse, otcs). . \

t
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In supvorting thc colohinrl country or tho U.,S.S.R. in a war,
tho prolotarint docs not in tho slightost dogroo solidnrrizc oithor
with tho bourgoois governuont of tho colonia .countrz or with tho
Thernidorion burcaucracy of the UsS,S¢Rs 0Un tho contrary it nnin- .
tains full political indopondoncc from tho ono a2s from the othor.
Giving a2id in o just nnd progrossivo war, tho rovolutionary prolotar-
lat wins tho sympathy of tho workers in tho colonics ~nd in tho
UsSeSeRe, strongthons thorc the authority and influonco of thc Fourth
Intornntional, and incroascs its ability to holp overthrow tho
bourgecols govornmont in tho colonizl country, tho rcactionary burocau-
eracy =-- in tho U.S.S¢R.

P P P

‘ At”tho'boiinning of tho wor tho soctions of tho Fourth
Internntional will inovitably fcol thomsclvos isolatod: overy wer
takos tho national masscs unawaros cnd inpols thon to tho sido of
the govornricnt apparatua. Tho intornationalists will have to swin
against tho stroam.- Howovor, thoe dovgstation and nisory brought
-about by tho now war, whish in tho first nonths will frr outstrip
tho bloody horrors of 1914-1918, will quickly provo soboring. Ino
discontent of tho nasscs and thelr rovolt will grow by loaps and
bounds. Tho scotions of tho Fourth Intornrtlonal will bo found ot
the hond of tho rovolutlonnry tido. Tho program of transitional
dorcnds will goin burning netuality. The problem of tho conquest
.of powor by tho prolotariat will loon in full stoturc,

L w5 *4

Before exhausting or drowning mankind in 'blood, capitalisn
bofouls the world atmosphoro with the poisonous vapors of national
end roce hatred', Anti-somltism today is one of tho more nalignant
convulsions of capitallsn's death-agony.

An unconpronising disclosure of tho roots of race projudices
and 2l forms-ond shndos of national arrogonco and chauvinism, par-
ticularly anti-seniitisn, should bocone part of the daily work of all
scctions of tho Fourth intornational, as tho nost inmportant part of
tho strugglo against imporlalisn nnd woars Our basic slogan rormnins:
workcrs of the world unitol o

Workors cnd Frrriors Govornmont

| This forrmla, "Workers ~nd Formors Govornmont', first appoar-
cd in tho agltntion of tho Bolshcviks in 1917 ~nd was dofinitoly
aocoptod oftor tho Octobor Insurrcection. In thoe final instance it
roprcsontod nothing rioro than the populsr designation for tho alrcady
ostablishod dictatorship of tho nrolotorict. Tho significance of
this dosignation comos rniainly from tho fact that it undorscorod the
. 1doa of an alllonco betweon the orolotarint nnd the. poasantry lodged

in tho bnose of tho Soviot power. . ~ , '

-
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When tho Comlntérn of tho eoigonos tried to revivo the
‘formula burricd by history of thie “domocrétie dictatorship of
- the nroletariat and neasantry g1t gavo to- ﬁhe formula of -
tho  "workers and peasants govornment" a comoletely difforcnt

purely “domocratio", i.o., bourgoois contgnt, counternoising

it .to the dietatorshin of” the prolctaricts Tho Bolshevik-
Loninists. resolutoly rejoctod tho ‘'slogan of tho "workors and
peasants govornment in tho bourgeois—domooratic version.
They affirmod thon and affirm now that whon tho party of
the.prolotariat rdfusos to étop_boyond bourgecois-democratic
"-Iihits'it; allianco with tho noasantry is simply turned

into a support for capital, aw was tho ceso with tho Mcnshiviks
and tho S.R.'s in 1917, with tho Chinoso Commnist party in
1925-1927, ond as is now

~.
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the'caee with the “Peoplea Fronts" in Spain, France, and other couu-
tries.

From April to September 1217, the Bolsheviks demanded that %he
SR's and Menshiviks break with the liberal bourgeorsie and take power
into their own hands. Under this provision the Bolehevik ¥arty nro-
nised the Mensheviks and the SR's, as the petty bourgeois representva-—
tives of the workers and peasznts,its revolutionsry aid againei the
bourgeoisie; categorically refusing, however, either tc¢ enwmsr into
the gevernuent of the Mensheviks and SR's or to carry political re-
sponsivility for it. If the Monsheviks and the SR's hal actually
broken wikth the Cadets (liberals; and with foreigh imperialism, then
the 'werkers and peas:nts gevernument® created by them could only have
hastcnad and facilitoted the establishment of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. But it vas exactly because of this that the lead-
ership of petty bourgeois democracy resisted with all possible stren-
gth the establishment of its own government. The experience of Rus-
sia demonstrated and the experience of Spain and France once agsin
confirm that even under vecry favorable conditions the parties of
petty bourgeois democracy (SR's, Social-Democrats, Stalinists, Anar-
chists) are incapable of creating a government of workers and pea-
sants, that is, a government independent of the bourgeoisie.

Never thcless, the demand of the Bolsheviks, addrcssed to the
Mensheviks and the SR's: ""Brcak with thc bourgeoisie, take the po-
wer into your ovn hands!" had for the wasses tremendcus educational
significance. The obstinate unwillingness of the Monsneviks and
SR's to take power, so dramatically exposed during the July days,
definitvely dooned them before mass opinion and prepared the victory
of the Bolsheviks, - )

The central task of the Fourth International consists in free-
ing the preletariat. from the old leadership, whoege conservatism is
in complete contradiction to the catastrophle eruptions of disinte-
grating caopitalism and represents the chief obetac.e to historical
progress . the chief accusation which the Fourth International
advances against the traditional crganizations of the proletariat is
the fact ihat they do not wish tp tear themselves away from the poli-
tioal semi--corpse of the bourgeoisie. Under these conditions the de-
mand, systematically addressed to the old lsadership: "Break with
tas bourgeoisie, take the power!" ig an extremcly impomtant weapon
for exposing the treacherous chavacter of the parties and organiza~
tions of the Zecond, Third and Ams%erdam Internationals. The slo-
gan "Workers and Farmers Government", is thus acceptable to us only
in ihe sense tb2t it had in 1917 withfhe Bolsheviks, i.e., as an anti-
Pourgecis and anti-capitalist slcgan, but in no case in that"demo-~
cratic’gcense which later the epigones grve it, transforming it from
a gﬁidge to socialist revolution into the chief barrier upon its
path.

0f all parties and organizatioi.s which base themselves on the
workers and peasants and speak in thelr mame we demand that they
.break politically from the bourgeoisie and enter upon the road of
struggle for the workers and farmers government. On this road we
vrewige them full support against capltalist reaction., At the same
time, we indefatigably develop ag itation around those transitional
demands which should in our opinion form the program of the "Workers
znd Farmers Government!,
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Ie the creation of such a government by the traditional work -
ers orgenizations possible? Past experience shows, as has already
been stated, that this is to say the lenst highly imgrobable. How.-
ever, one cannot oategorically ‘deny in advance the theoretical pos-
sibllity that, under the influence of completely exceptionallgircum
stances (war, defeat, financial crash, mass revolutionary pressure,
etc.) the petty bourgeoia parties, including the Btalinists may go
further than they themselves wish along the road to & break with
the bourgeoisie, In any oase one thing is not to be doubted: even
if this highly improbable variant somewhere at some time becomes a
reality and the "Workers and Farmers Government®, in the above men#
tioned sense, is established in fact, it wanld represent merely a.

- short episode on the road to the actual dictatorship of the prole-
terlat.

: However, there ig 'no need to 1ndu1ge in gueas—work. The ag-

gitationt.araind the. 8loj of a workers-farmers government preserves
under 211 conditions & tremendous educational value. And not- acci-
dentally. This generaliszed slogen proceeds entirely along the line
of the political development of our epoch (the bankruptey and decom-
position of the old bourgeois parties, the downfall of democraocy,
the growth of fasoipm, the accelerated drive of the workers toward:
more actzVe and aggreaeiVe bolltzoa) Each of the transitional demandt
should, therefore, lead .to. one and the same political conclusion: .
the workers need to ‘bresk’ with. all traditional parties of the bour-
geoisie in order, Jointly with the. farmers,. to establish their own
power. .

It is impossible in advance to forsee. what will be the con-
crete stages of the Trevolutionary mobllization of the masses.. The.
gsections of the’ Fourth International ‘shiould critically orient thein-
selves at each new stage and advance shch. slogans as will: aid the
striving of the workers for independent politics, deepen the olass
-character of these politics, destroy reformist and pacifist illu-,
“elons, strengthen thé conhection of the vanguard with the masaes, and
prepare ‘the' revolutionary conquest of power, :

Soviets

~ Factorx committeee, as. already stated, are elements of dual
power inside .the ?aotory. Coneequently, their exietence ts possiblec
only under condition of inereating pressure by the masses. This is
likewise true of specigl mass groupings for the struggle against war,
of the gomuittee on prdces &and all,other new centers of the movement,
the very appearance of which bears witness to the fact that the class
struggle has overflowed the limite of the traditiondl organizations

of the proletariat. . . ,

Theee new organe and centers, however, will soon begin to feel
their lack of cohesion and their insuffieiency. Not one o ‘the tran-
sitional demands cail be” fully met under the conditions: of presemving

the bourgeois regime, ‘At the' same time, the deepening of the social
" cripis will, Aincregase not ‘only the sufferlngs of the masses but 2lso
“their impatience, persietepoe, ‘and pressure. Ever new layers of the
oppressed will raise up their heads a¥d come forward with their de-
mands. Millions of toil-worn "little men", to0 whom the reformist
leaders never gave a thought, will begin to paund 1nsxetent1y on the
doors of workers' organ;zatione. The unemployed will 301n the move~
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nent. The aggrlcultural workers, the ruined and semi--ruined farmers,
the oppressed of the cities, the women-workers, housewives, prol/e-
tarianized layers of the intellegentsia —- all of these wili baek
unity and leadership. . . -

Uow ‘are the differcnt .dewandg and forms of struggle to be hav-
monized, even if only within the .limitc of ene city’ History has al-
ready answered this uestion; throuph soviets. Those vill unite the
reprecentatives of all thz fighting groupa Por this purooge, No one
has yet proposed a different form of organitation; indeed, it would
hordly be pogsible to ibink up o better one. J$oviets are not limited
to an & pricri party pregram. They throw open their doors to all tihc
exploitéd. Through these doors pass representatives of all strata,
drawn into the general current of the struggle. The organization,
broadening out together with the movement, is renewed again and again
in its wombs, All political currents of the proletariat can struggle
for leadership of the soviets on the basis of the widest democracy.
The slogan of goviets, therefore, crowaathe progrem of trdnsitxonal
demands. T

) Soviets can arise only at the time when the mass movement en-
ters into an openly revolutionary stege. From the first moment of thei
appearance, the soviets, acting as a pivot around which millions of
toilers are united in their struggle against tlie exploiters, become
competitors and Opponenta of local: g §horities and then of the central
government. If the factory comm:ttaa creates & dual power in the fac-
tory, then the soviets initiate a period of dual power in the country.

Dual power in its turn is the culminating point of the transi-
tional period. Two regimes, thc bourgeois and the proletarian are
irreconcilably opposed to each other. Conflict between them is inevi-
table. The fate of society depends pn the outcome. Should the revoiu-
tion be defeated ~-- the fuscist dichatorship of the bairgeoisie will
féllow. In case of victory -~ the ppwer of the soviets, that is the
‘dictatorship of the proietariat and:if$he socialist reconetruction of
society, will arise.

Backvard Countries and theProgr _; Jransitional Demands

Colonial and semi~-colonial countries are backward countries by
their very essence Bvt hackward countries are part of a world domina-
ted by imgeriallsm Thelx development, therefore, has a combined cha~
racter: the most. primitave economic forms are combined with the last
-word in capitalist tcchnL%ue and culture. .In like manner are defined
the political strivings of the prolejariat of backward countries: the
struggle for the most elementary achievements of national imdependcnce
‘and bourgeois democracy is combined with the sociallst struggle agcinst
world imperialism. Democratic slogans, transitional demands and the
problems of the socialist revolution are not divided into separatc
higstorical epochs in this struggle, but stem directly from one another.
The Chinese proletariat had barely begun to organize trade unions be-
fore it had to provide for soviets. In this sense, the present pro-
gran is completely appllcabie to co}onial and semi-colonial countries,
ny leagt to those where ‘the proletariet is become. gapable of carrylnL
o1 1ndependent politics. . ,

The central task of thc colo ;al and gemi-colonial countries is
the agrarian revolution, i.e., 1iqu dation of feudal herit,.ges, and
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national indepondencé, 1Me., the over throw of the impcr1allst yoke
Both tasks are closcly linked with onc another.

It is impossible merely o rejeect the demperatic program: it is
imperative that in the struggle the masces outgrow it. The slogagaﬁsx.
National (or.Constituent) Assembly preserves its full force for
‘cauntries as China -or India:  This slogen must be indissolubly tied
- up with the problem of national liberation and agrarian reform. As a
primary step, the workers must be armed with this democratic program.
Cnly they will be cble to summon and unite the farmers. On the bvasis
of the revolutionary deumocratic program, it is necessary to oppose the
workers to the "national" ‘bourgeoisie.. Then at a certain stage in the
mobilization of the missSes under the slogans of revolutionary democra-
cy, soviets can and should srise. Their historical role in each given
period, particularly their reélation to the National. Assembly, will be
determined by the political leveél of the proletariat, the bond between
them and the peazsantry and the character of the proletariqn party po-
licies. Sooner or later, the soviets should overthrow bourgeois demo-
cracy. Only they are capable of bringlng the democratic revolution to
a conclusion and likewise opening an era of socialist revolution,

The relstive weight of the 1ndividua1 democratic and transition-
al demands in the proletariat's struggle, their mutual ties and their
order of presentation, is determined by the peculiarities and specific
conditions of each backwarg country end to a consgiderable extent --
by the degree of its backwardness.’ Nevertheless, the general trend
of revolutionary development in all backward countries can be detersi..
mined by the formula of the permanent revolution in the sense definite-
ly imparted to it by the three: reva'tlons in Ruzsia (1905, ‘February
1917, Ootober 1917)..

The Comintern has provided ‘backward countries with a classic
example of how it is possible to ruin a powerful and promising TEevo-
lution. During the stormy mass upsurge in China in 1935-37, the Com-
intern failed to advance the slogan for a Natimal Assembly, and gt
- the same time, forbade the dreation of goviets.:: After the masses had
veen smashed by the Kuomintang, the Comintern organized a caricature
of a soviet in Canton. Following the inevitable collapse of the Can-
ton uprising,. the Comintern took the road of guerrilla warfare and
“peasdnt soviets with - complete pasivity on the part of the industrial
proletariat. Lapding thus 'in a blind alley, the Comintern took advan-
tage of the Sino-Japanese war to liquidate "Soviet China" with a-strol«
of the pen, subordinating not only the peasant "Red Army" but. also the
‘go-called "Communigt" Party to.the: identicsl Kuonlntang, i.e., the
bourgeoisie. : .

The betrayal of the international proletarian revolution by the
Comintcrn for the sake 6f friendship with the "democratic" slave mas-
ters, could not but help it betray simultaneously also the struggle
for 'the libergtion of the colonisl masses, and, indeed, with even
greater cynicism than practiced by the Second Intcrnational before i%
One of the tasks of :°  People's Front and "national cdefensé" politls,
~is to turn hundreds of millions of thc colonial -population into cannon
fodder for *democratic" imperialism. The:barmer on which is emblaz-

ened thdstruggle for the liberation of the colonial and semi-coloni:l
peoples, i.e., & good half of mankind, has defznltely passed into th:
hands of the Fourth Internationzl.

(#Tho bourgoois party, the Kuomintm g, was to replace, according to
St~1lin's plan, both ého National i4ssombly ond SOViOtuo)
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The Progreum of Transitional Dewands ip Fascist Countries

It is a far-cry today from thc time when the strategists of
the Comintern announced the victory of Hitler ar being merely a step
toward the victory of Thaelman. Thaclman has been in Hitler!s prisonus
now for more than five years. Lussolini hodds Italy enchesined by fasc
ism for more than sixteen years. Throughout this time, the parties
of the Second and Third Internationals have been impotent not only to
conduct a mass movement but even to create a serious illegal organiza-
- tion, even to some extent, comparable to the Russian revolutionary
parties during the epoch of Czarism.

Not the least reason exists for explaining these failures by
reference to the power of fascist ideology.# Hitler's "“ideology" nc-
ver scriously gripped the workers, Those layers of thec population
which at one time were intoxicated with fascism, i.e., chiefly thec
middle classcs, have had enough tiwme in which to sober up. The fact
that a somewhat perceptible opposition is limited to Protestant and
Catholic church circles is not explained by the might of the semi-
delirious and scmi-charlatan theories of "race" and "Blood", but by
the terrific collapse of the ideologies of democracy, social-democ—
racy and the Comintern.

' The collapse of the Paris Comiune paralyzed the French workers
for nearly eight years. After the defeat of the 1905 Russian revolu-
tion, the toiling wasses remained in a stupor for almost as long a
period. But in both instances the phenow.non was only one of physical
dcfcat, conditioned by the relationship of forces. In Russia, in ad-
dition, it concerned an almost virgin:" proletariat. The Bolshevik
fraction had at that time not celebraied even its third birthday. It
ig cowpletely otherwise in Germany where the leadership came from po-
werful parties, one of which had existcd for seventy years, the other
-~ almost fifteen. Both these partics, with millions of votcrs behind
theinl, were morally paralyzed before the battle and capitulated without
a battle.¥ It was crushed by the cowardice, baseness, perfidy of its
own parties. Small wonder then that it has lost faith in everything
in wvhich it had been accustomed to believe for almost three genera+
tions. Hitler's victory in turn strcngthened Mussolini.

The protracted feilure of revolutio:ary work in Spain or Ger-
many is but the reward for the criminal politics of Social-Deumocracy
and the Comintern. Illegal work needs not only the sywpathy of thc
masses but the conscious enthusiaBm of its advanced strata. But can
enthusiasm possibly be expected for historically bankrupt organiza-
tims? The majority of those who come forth as emigre leaders are
either demoralized to thc very marrow of their bones, agents of the
Kremlin and thc¢ G.P.U., or social-Democratic cx-uinisgters, who drcan
that the workers by some sort of miraclc will return them to thcir
lost posts. 1Is it possible to imagine even for a minute thesc gentle-
men in the role of future leaders of thc "anti-fascist" revolution?

And events on-the world arena -- the simmashing of the Austricn
workers, the defecat of the Spanisgh revolution, thc degeneration of the
Soviet State ~- could not give aid to a revolutionary upsurge in Itsly
and Germany. Since for politicrl information the German and Italian
workers depend in great measure upon th: radio, it is possible to say

#(Essontially, Mussolini novor advenced any sort of idelogy.)
# (History has rocorded no parallol entastropho. Thoe German prole-
torict was not smashed by the onomy in battle.) -
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with assurance that the lMoscow radio-station, combining Thermidorian

lies with stupidity -nd insolence, has become the most powerful feac

tor in the demoralizzation of the workers in the totalitarian st<tec.

In this respeot,. a: in othere Stalin acts nerely as Goebels asgistant.

At the saume time, the class antagonisms which brought aboat
"the victory of fascism, continuing their work under fascism, too, are
gradually undermining it. The mansses are more dissatisfied thak ever.
Hundreds énd’ thousands of self-zacrificing workers, in spite of évery-
thing, contintie to carry on. revolutionary mole-work. A new genératiu. ,
~which has not directly experienced thg shattering of old traditidms
and high hopes, has coie to the fore. Irresistibly, the molecular
preparation of the prolntarian revolution proceeds: beneath the heavy
totalitarian tombstone. But for concecled energy to flare into open
revolt, it ie necessary that .the vanguard of ,the proletariat find

new perspectives, & new program and a ne unblemished bann\r.

Herein, lies the chief handicap. It is extremelv difficult for work-
ers in fascist countries to make a chqicc of g-new program. ..A program
is verified by experiemce. 4And it is precicely experience in wase
movements which is lagking in countries of totalitarien despotism.

It is very likely that & genuine proletarian success in one of the
"democratic"countries will be necessery to give impetus to the revo-
lutionary movement on fgscist territory. A similar effect is posesible
by means of a financial or wmilitary catastrophe. At present, it is
imperative that primarily . _ ., propagendistioc, preparatorv work be
carried on which will yield large scale results ornly in the future.
One thing can be etated with convictioi. even at this point: once it
breaks through, the revolutionary wave in fescist countrics will im-
mediately be a grandiose sweep ané under no circuistances will stop
short at the experiment of resuscitating some sort of Weimar corpse.

It is from this point on'ard that an uncoumpromising divergence
begine. between the Fourth International and the old partics, which out-
live their bgnkruptcy. The enigre "People's Front" ie the most meli-
nant und perfidcous variety of all posciblc Psoplets Frontc. Essen—
tially, it signifies the iupotoent longing for cozlition with a non-
existent liberal bourgeoisie. Had it met with success, it would si:p--
ly have preparcd a scries of new defeatr for thc proleturlat of the¢
Spanish type. A mertiless cxposure of the theory and practice of the
"Peoplets Front" is therefore the firet condition for a revolutiomary
strugegle againet fascisi.

Of course, this does not mecan that the Fourth International
rejects democratic slognns ae & mcans of mobilizing the masses a 1ﬁst
fascism. On the contrary, such clozens ot certain mouents can p%g
serious role. But the formulas of dcmocrecy (freedow: of press, the
right to unionize, etc.) mean for us only incidental (or cpisodic
slogens in the indepcndent movement of the proletariat and not ¢ deuo-
cratic noose fastcnec to the neck of the proletarviat by the bairgeoi-
31e's agents (Spain!). As soon ac the movement sesunes something of

a mass character, the democratic slogens will be intcrtwined with the
transitional ones; foctory conulttebs, it may be supposed, will apporr
before the oitd routinists rush fro:: their chancelleries to orgenize
trade unions; soviets will covcr Geriiany beforc a new Constltutlonal



26

Assenbly will gather in Weimar, The sinic will be true of Itrly and
the rost of the totalitsrian and scmi-totaliterian cowatries.

-

Fascism plunged these¢ countries into politicael barbarism.
But it did not change thcir sdcial structure. Fascisii is a tool in
the hands of finence cepital and not of feudol land owners. A re-
volutionary program should bace itself on the dialéctiss of the
class struggle, obligatory also to fascist countries, and not on
the psychology of terrified bankrupts. The Fourth Intern tional re-
jects with disgust the ways of political masquerade, which iwmpelled
the Stalinists, the former heroez of the "Third Period", to appear
in turn behind the maske of Catholics, Proteetants, Jews, German
nationalists, liberals -~ only in order to0 hicde their own unattract-
ive face. The Fourth Intcrnational always and everywhere appears
under itsoown banner. It proposes its own program openly to the
proletariat in fascist countries. The advanced workers of all the
world are alreadjwconvinced that the overthrow of Mussolini, Hitler
and their agents and imitators will occur only under the leadership
of the Fourth International. :

teirmly



Tho U, Q'S R. wnd'Problomu of tho Transitionnl Bpoch'

 The Sovict Union omorgcd from thc October Rovolution as a morkﬁrs’

stotos . ‘Strte owncrshlp of tho moans of nroduction, 2 nccossary pro-
rcquisito to soclalist devolopmént, opcned up the -possivility of rcpid
growth of thc productive forcos. ﬁut ‘the apparatus of thc workers!-
Stoto underwont o complocto dogonoration ot tho samo time; it was trone-
formed from a woapon of tho working class into a wecapon of burocaucratic
violonece acgainst tho working class and morc and morc a woapon for the

sabotage of tho country'!s cconomy. Tho burcnueratization of o backward

~nd isolatcd workors! statc.and tho transformotion of the bur0°ucracy
~into .an" all-poworful privilecged cast is tho most convihcing rofutation--
not only thoorctically but this timo sracticaltly--of the thoory of
socialism in ono country. .

Thc UeSeSeRe thus ombodios tcrrific contrcdidtions. But it still
remains o dogcnercntod workors! stcto. Such is tho.soéial diagnosis. The
fooliticﬂl ‘prognosis an- vo character: olthor the burdaucracy.
bceoming over morc the orgﬂn of -thc world bourgooisie in theo woérkers!
at~to, will ovorthrow the now forms of property ~nd plungc the country
beck fo capitalism; or tho working class will crush tho buroaucrncy
“znd@ opon tho way to soeialism, . :

-~ .To the soctions of tho: Fourth Intornational tho Moscow trials
camo not as a surpriso and .not as o rosult of the porsonal madnoss of
the Kromlin dietator, but as the lcgitimato off-spring of Thormidor.
They grow out of tho unboarsble conflicts within tho Sovict buronucracy
itsolf, which, 'in turn, mirror tho contradictions botwoon tho ‘buroaucracy
cnd tho pcoplo, as woli a8 the dpogoning antagonisms among the "pcople"
thomsolvos. Tho bloody "fantastic® n-turo of thc tricls gives. .tho
nmoasurc -of -tho intonsity -of tho contrrdictions ﬂnd by the .samc tokon pro -
diets .tho approcch of the donouomont.

: - Tho public uttorances of formor forcign roprcsontativos of tho
Kromlin, who rofusod to return -to Moscow, irrofutably confirm in ‘thair
‘own way that all shados of political thought arc ta be found cmong tho
burocaucracy: from gonuino Bolshovism (Ignace Roiss) to comploto fascism
(F¢ Butonko). Tho rovolutioncry .clomcnta within tho burcoueracy, only
o small minority, rcfloct, passively 1t 1s truo, "tho socinlist. 1ntorcsts
of tho prolotarict. The fnscist, coun tor-revolutionary olcments, grov-
ing wnintorruptodly, cxpress with:ovor grontor .consistency tho ‘intorosts
of world imporialism. Thoso candidatos for tho rolc of compradors con-
sider, not without rcason, thot the now ruling layor con” insurc tho ir
nositions of nrivilego onig through ‘rojoetion of nationalization, collcc-
tivization .and monopoly of forclgn trpde in the namo of .the assimilation
of "cstorn civilization," 1.c., capitalism.” Botwoon thosc two poles,
thore arc intormodinto; diffuscd Monshcvik-S.R.-liborul.mndoncios which
graviteto toward bourgcodls demoeracy -

" Within tho vory rcnks of thab so-onllod Melassloss" ‘socicty, ther:
unquostionably oxlst groupings oxactly 'similor to thosc in the burcau-
cracih only. loss sharply cxprosscd ~nd in inversc proportion: conscilcus
‘capitalist tondcenelos distinguish mainly the prosporous part of tho
Kolkhozos and. arc chrractoristic of only a smrll minority of tho pop-
ulntion. -But this layer providos itsolf with o wido basc for nothy
bourgcois tondonclos of. “ccumulating personal woalth ot tho oxponsg -of
sonoral: povorty, -hnd are cdonsclously oheguraged B the buroaucracy.

Atop this systom of mounting antagonlsms, trospassing cver morc
on tho soecial oguilibrium, tho, Thermidorinn oligarch; today roducod
mainlj to Stalints Bonapartist cliquo hangs oh by torroristic motnodu.
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The latest juaicial framc-ups were aimcd as a blow against the left.
This is true ulso of the mopping up of thc lcaders of the Right Oppo-
sition, because the right group of the old Bolshevik Party, scen from
'the viewpoint of the burcaucracyls intereests and tundencics, rcpresented
a left danger. The fadt that thc Bonapartist clique, likewise in fear
of its own right alliecs of the type of Butenko, is forced in thc in-
terests of self-presemvation to exccute the generation of 0ld Bolshe-
viks almost to a man, offers testimony as indisputablc of the vitality

of rcvolutionary traditions among the mgsscs as of their growing dis-
content. : ’ :

Petty-bourgeois dcmocrats of the West, having but yesterday as-
saycd thc Moscow trials as unalloycd gold, today repeat insistently
that there is "ncigher Trotskyism nor Trotskyists within the U.S.S.R.!
They fail to explain, however, why all the purges are gonducted under
the banner of a struggle with precicely this danger. If wec are to cx-
aminc "Trotskyism" as a finished prégram, and, cven more to the point,
ag an organization, thcn unquestionably "Trotskyism®" is extremely weak
in thec U.S8.8.R. However, its indestructable force stems from the fact
that it expresses not only revolutionary trodition dbut also today's
actual opposition of the Russian working class. The social hatred
stored up by the workcrs against the burcaucracy -- this is prccicely
what from the viewpoint of {hc Kremlin clique constitutes "Trotskyism".
It fears with a deathly and Ahoroughly wedl-grounded fear the bond
between the decp but inartichlate indignationa of the workers and the
organization of the Fourth International. - - -

The execution of the gencration of 0ld Bolsheviks and of the
revolutionary rcprescntatives of the middle and young generations has
yet more swung the political pcndulum to thc side of the right, the
bourgeois wing of th: bureaucracy and its allics throughout the land.
From them;, i.e., from the right, we can expcct ever more determined
attempts in the next period to rcconstruct the sooialist character of
the U.S.8.R. and bring it closer in pattern to "Western ocivilization®
in its fascist form. -

. From this perspuctive, "impelling concrcteness is imparted to
the question of thc "defense of the U.S.8.R." If tomorrow thc bour-
geois-fascist grouping, the "fraction of Butenko," so to speak, should
attempt the conquest of power, the "fraction of Roiss" inevitably
would allign itself on the opposite side of the barricades. Although
it would find itseclf tcmporarily the ally of Stalin, it would ncver-
theless defend not the Bonapartist clique but the social base of the
U.S.8.R.,, i.c., the property wrcnched away from the capitalists anc
transformed into Statc property. Should th¢ "fraction of Butenko"
prove to be in alliancc with  Hitler, then thc "fraction of Rcics"
would defend the U.S.S8.R. from wmilitary intervention, inside the coun-
try as well as on the world arena. Any other course would be a botris
al. .

Although it is thus impermissible to demy in advance the possi-
bility, in strictly defined instances, of a "united front" with the
Thermidorian section of thec burcaucracy against open attack by capi-
talist counter-revolution, the chicf political task in the U.S8.S.R.
still remains the gverthrow of this seme Thermidorian burezucracy.
Each day added to its domination hclps rot. the foundations of the so-
cianlist clements of economy ond increases the chances for capitalist
restoration. It is in precicely this direction that the Comintern no-
ves as the agent and accomplice of the Stalinist clique in strangling
the Spanish revolution and demoralizing the international proletariat.
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As in frscigt countries, the chief strength of the burcrucracy
lics not in itsclf but in the dicillusionment of the neescs, in their
lack of a nomberspective. As in frzecist countries, from which Stalin:

oliticcl apparntue doce not differ save in more unbridled rough-—shod-
gcaﬁcss, only preperotory propagondistic work ie possible today in the
U.8.8.R. As in fascist countricse, the impetus to the Soviet workers!
revolutionary upsurge will probably be given.by cvents outside the
country. The strugglc agrinst the Comintcrn on the world arcna is

the noet important part todey of the struggle ageinst the Stalinist
dictrtorship. There ore mony signs thet the Comintecrnts dounfall,
bececcusc it docs not have .a direct bagec in the G.P.U., will precede thc
downfall of the Bonapartist cliquc and of thc -entire Thermidorian
Jurcaucracy in general. o

" - - o W

A frcsh upaﬁige of the rcvolution.in the U.8.S8.R. will undoub-
tcdly begin under the banner of the struggle agninst social incquality

and politicol oppression. Down with the privileges of the burcaucracy!
Down w Stokhanovisn! . Down with the Boviet aristocracy ond its ranks
and orders! Greater equality of wgges for all forms of labor!: ~

The etruggle f£or the freodom of the trade unions and the fasto-
ry comuittees, for the right of asscmbly and frecedom of the press.will
unfold in thec struggle fOr'thq regeneration and development of Soviet

derocracy.

The burcaucracy replgced the sovicts as class organs with the
fiotion of universal electoral rights -~ in the style of Hitler-Goeb-
bels., It is neccessary to rcpurn to the soviets not only their frece
domocratic form but also their -class content. ' As once thc bourgeoisie
and kulaks werc not peruitted to enter the soviets, so now it is neocs-

%51 to drive the bﬁre%ucracx and the new arigtooracy out of BThc soviets
n the soviets there is room onTy'for_reprosen atives of the workers,

rank and file kolkhozists, peesrnge and Red Army men,

c ingocratizatign of  the sqvigts is impdssible,wifhdut‘legalizatio
of soviet parties. The workers and peasrnts themselves by thcir owmn™
Tree votec w indicatc what parties they recognize as soviet parties.

A revision of planned OOOQ%QX from top to bottom in the inter-
este of producers and consumers! Factory committees should be rcturned
the right to control produgtion. 4 democraticslly organized consumers!
cooperative should control thc quality and price of products.

Reorgrnization of thc kolkhozes in accordance with the will and
in thc interests of the workérs Eﬁgre engagedsd

. The recoctionary interncotional policy of the burenucracy should
be reploced by the policy of prolctaricn intcernationalisms. The come
plcte diplomatic corrcspondence of the- Kremlin to be published. Down
with .secret diplomacyt

All political trials, staged by the Thermidorian burerucracy,
to be reviewed in the light of complete publicity and controversial
openness and integrity.. Only the victorious revolutionary uprising
of the opprcesed masscs can revive the Soviet regime and guarantee
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its further developmop.’towafd socialigm. 'TheyE*Ls bhut one party
eupit:ble of lcedimg the Soviet masses to 1nsutrectioﬂ;”..the'party
of the Fourth Interratioral ,
Down with the bureaucratic gang of Cain-Stalind
Long live Soviet Dewocracy! V
Long live the internetional socialist revolution!

Agoinst Opportunism and gggrinciglgg Revisioniem

) The golitics of Lcord Blum's party in France demonstrate ancw
that rcformists are incapeble of lerrning anything from even the moct
tregic leseons of history. French Social-Democracy slavishly copico
the politics of German 8ocial~Democticy and poes to meet the same cnd.
Within o few decades the 8Sccond Intornational intertwined itself with
the bourgcois democrntic rcgine, beocame, in fact, a part .of it, and
is rotting away togethor with it. %o ’

.« _The Third International hos token Ah. road of rcformism ot a
tinme_when the orisis of onpitalism definitely placed the proletarian
revolution on the order of the doy. The Oomintern's policy in Spain
and Qhina today -- the policy of oringing before "democratic" and
"national" bourgeoisie,-- demonstrates that the Oomintern is likewise
inoapable of learning anything further or of changing. The bureau-
crecy whioh became a rsactionary force in the U.S8.8.R. cannot play a
‘revolutionary role én the world arena.

Anarcho-syndicalism, in general, has passed through the same
kind of evolution, 1In Prance, the syndicalist bureauoracy of Leon
Jouhaux has long since become a Bourgeois agenoy in the working class.
In Bpain, anarcho-syndicalism shook off ite ostensible revolutionism
and became the fifth wheel in the ohariot of bourgeoisidemocracy.

Intermediate, centrist organizations, :centcred about the London
Burecau, rcprcesent merely *left" eppendagee of Social-Demodracy or the
Comintern, They have displaXcd‘a complete inability to make head or
tail of the political situation and draw revolutionary conclusions
from it. Their highest point was thc Spaaish P.0,U.M., which under
rcvolutionary conditions proved complotely incapable of following a
revolutionary linc. '

e ' .

The tragic defcats suffered by the world proletariat over a
long period of years doomed the officlal or%an1zations to yet greater
gonscrvatism and simultaneoualx sent disillusioned pctty bourgeois

revolutionistg" in pursuit of Ynew ways". As elways during cpochs
of rcaction and decay, quacks and charlatans appear on all eides, de-
girous of revising the whole course of revolutionary thought. Instead
of learning from the past, they "rcjcct" 1t. Some discover the in-
consistcnecy of Marxism, others announce thc downfall of Bolshcviem.
There are thosc who put rcsponsibility upon revolutionary doctrine
for the mistrkes and crimwes of thosc who betrayed it; others who
cursc thc medecine becouse it does not guerantee an instanteneocus and
miraculous cure. The more daring promico to discover a panacca and,
in anticipation, rccomiend the halting of the class struggle. A good
many prophets of "new morals" arc prcparing to regenerato the labor
movement with the help of ethical homecopathy. The majority of thesc
apostles have succeceded in becoming themsclves moral invalids before
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arriving on the field of bnttle Thus, under the aspect of -"new ways"
-8ld reoipes, long sinco bur icd in the grchivee of pro-Mmrxi.n'social—
1sn, are offered to the prdiotariat.» o

“The. Fourth Intcrnationdl’ deolarts. unconpronising war on the bu- ‘
reaucrecies of the Sccond,: Third, Amgterdanm and _Anarcho-syndicalist In-
_tornstionals, & on their centrist satelitcs' on reformism without ro-
forms, denocrocy- in allience with the G.P.U.; pacifisn without peace;

. anarchisn in the scrvice of the bourgooieio, on "revolutionigts" who
11ve in decothly fcar of roveolution, Al ‘of thege. or%nnizationa are
not pledges for the futuro but.dcecayed survivals of theé past. ‘The -

-~ epoch of wors gnd revolutions vill roze thcm ‘Yo the. ground, :

The Fourth Internctional does not scarch after and does not in-
vent ppnocoes, .. It tokes ite -stand complitaly on Marxziem as :the only
revolutionary .doctrine. that onebles one to undorstand reallity; unearth
the cause behind the defoats and conscfously preparc for victory. The
. Fourth Intcrnhtional continucs tho:tradition of- Bolshevisnm whicH first
showed thc proletariat how to conguer power.. - The Fourth International
swceps awey the quacks, wharlatans and ungalicited tcachers of morals.
In a socloty based upon explo}tation, the highest morel is that of the
social revolution. All umothods.ore focd which raise the class oonséi-
ousness of thc workers, their truet their own forcce, their readi-
ness for sclf-gacrifice in the struggle, : "The impernissible methods:
arc thosc.which implant ear ond submissiv¢noaa in the oppresscd be-
fore.their ofprecssors whioh orush the .epirit of protest and indigno~ -
tion or substitute for the will of the masses the will of the lcaders;
for conviction -~ coripulsion; for an analysis of reality —- demagogy
and frawe-up. . That 1s why Social Bepmocracy; prostituting Marxism, and
8talinisu == the antithesis of Bolslevisu —- are both mortal enenles
ef th¢ proletarion revolution cnd its mcrale. : .

To face rcality aquarely, not to séek the line of lenst resisg=
tance; to cell things by their fight names; Yo speank ‘thc truth to the
naeses -— no natter how bitter it fnny be; not to fear obstacles; to
be true in little thinge as in big ones; to base one's progrom on the
logic of the class struggle; tO be bold when the hour for action ar-.
rives -- thesec are thé rules of the Fourth Interngtional. It has =
shown thot it could swin agrinst the.streanm. The opprotching histo~ Z
rical wove will raise it on its orest. S L

Againet Sectrrzani_m

Under. the influcncu -of the betrayal and of the historic organx-
zotions of the proletariat, certain sectarian moods end groupings of
various kindsg arisc or are regcnercted et the periphery of the Foirth’
International, At their bose lies a refusal to strugglce for portial
end transitional demands, i.e., for the elcmentary interests and nceds
of- the’ working magses, &8 they are today. Preparing for the revolu-
tion means to thc sectarians the convineing of themseclves. of the supe-
riority of socin .1igrie - They propose turning their backs to the "old®
tradc uniong, i.c., to tens of wmillions of orgnnized workers, as if
the nesces could somehow live outside' of the conditions of the. actual
claseg 8truggle! They remaln 1ndifferrnt to the inner struggle within
refornist organizations -~ ag if onc could win the mosscs without inte
ervening in” their deily strifcl] : They. refuse to draw o distinotion be-
tween bourgeois democracy and fascis:m ---as if thc masses could help
but.-feel the differcnce on every hand!
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Sectariins arc ccpeble of wirferentlating betwoen but two coe
lors: red and black. 8o e not to-teupt thomse%hos, they simplify
reality. They rcfusc to draw o distinction between the fighting camps
in Spain for the reason that both oamps have a bourgeois charncter.
For the scue reecson they consider it neccssary to prescrve "neutrality"
in thc war between Japan and: 6hina.. They deny the principled differ-
ence between the U.g.8.R. and the imperialist countries, and because
0f the rcactionary policiés 6f the Soviet bureaucracy, they reject de-
fense of the new forms of property created by the October Revolution
against the onslaughte of imperialism. Incapable of finding access
to the masses, they therefore zealously accuse the masses of inability
to raise themselves to revolutionary ideas.

These sterile politicians generally have no need of a bridge
in the form of transitional demag 8 becausetthey do not intcnd to

@ross over to the other shore. ey seimply dawdle 1
tisfying themeelves.wigh a repetition ogmkxg.se -sagbgﬁga %?cheE?Eb—

tions. Political events are for them an occasion for comment but not
for action. Since seotarians, as in general every kind of blunderer
and mirasole-man, are filliped by rcallty.at eagh step, thecy live in a
state of perpefual cxagporation, complaining about the "regime" and -
fithe"mothods" and ccasolaogsly wallowing in small intrigues. - In thelr
own circlecs they customarily ocarry on & rogime of dcspotism.The poli-
- tical prostration of sectarianigm servcs to oomplement shadow-like the
prostration of opportunism, revealing no revolutionary vistas. In
practical politice, scctarians unitc with oppertunists, particularly -
with centrists,cvery time in the strugglc against Marzism. ’

Most of the scctarian groups and cliwuce, nourished on acciden—
tal crumbe from the table ‘'of the Fourth International, lead an "inde~
pendent" organizational existence, with grcat pretensions but without
the lecast chance for succcess. Boishevik-Leninists, without wastc of
time, calmly leave thcsc groups to their own fate. Howover, sectarian
tendencies are to be found also in our own ranks and display a ruinous
influence on thc work of the individual scctions. It is impossible
to make any further compromisc. with them cven for a single day. A
correct policy rcgarding trade unions is. a basic condition for adhe-
rcence to the Fourth International. He who does not scek and docs not
find the road to the masscs is not a fightor but a dcad weight to the
party. A program is formulated not for the editorial board or for
the lcaders of discugsion clubs but for the revolutionary action of
millions. The cleaneing of the ronks of the Fourth International of
sectarianism and incurablec sectarions is & primary condition for re-
volutionary succcss. '

The Road 1o the Youta! The Rord to thc Woman-worker!

- The defeat of the Spanish rcvolution, cngincered by ite "lcade
ers"; thc shamcful bankruptcy of the PcOplé%s Front in France ond tho
exposurc of thc Moscow juridical swindlos -- thesc threce facts in

their aggregate dcal an irrepareblc blow to thc Comintern and, inci-
gcntaléy, §rave wounds to its allies; the Socinl-Democratg and Anarcho-
syndicalists. This docs not mean, of coursc, that thc members of
thesc organizations will immediatcly turn to thc Fourth Internzationnl,
The older generation, having suffered terrible defeats, will leave :
the movement in significent numbers. In addition, the Fourth Interna~

tional is certainly not striving to beccome an asylum for revolutione
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‘ary invnlids, disillusioncd burcaucrets ond ooreerists. On the con-

trory, ageinst o possible influr into our party of petty bourgceois
clements, now reigning in the apyaratuses 9of the old organizations,
strict preventive measures are necescary! & prolonged probationary
period for those candidates not workers, especially former party bu-
reaucrats; prevention frow occupying any responsible post for the
first three years, etc. There is not and there will not be any place
for careerism, thc ulcér of the old Internationals, in the Fourth =
International. Only those who wish to live for thc movcment, and not
at the cxpensc of the movement, will find access to us. The rcvolu-
tionary workers should fecl thompelves to be the masters. Thoe doors
of our organization are widc¢ open to thom, - '

' . Of coursc, cven among the woikers who had at one time tisen to
the first ranks, there arc not a few tired and disillusioned ones.
They will rcmain, at least for the next period, as bystanders. When
a program or an organization-wcars out, the generation which carried
it on its shouldecrs wears out with if. The movcment is revitelized -
by the youth who are froe of rcsponsibility for the past. Thc Fourth
Intcrnational pays particular attention to the young generation of
the proletariat. All of its policies strive to inspirc the youth
with belief in its own strength end in the future. Only the fresh
enthusinsm and aggressive spirit of the youth can guaranteec the pre-
liminary successes in the struggle; only thesec successes can return
the best clemente of the older generntion to the road of revolution,
Thus it was, thus it will be. : '

. Opportunist orgnnizations by their very nature concentrate
their chicf attention on thc top layers of the working class and
thereforc ignore both the youth and the womnn-worker. The decay of
capitalism, howcver, dec:ls ite henviest blows to the woman as a wage-
earner and as o housewife. The scoctions of the Fourth International
ghould seck bases of support ~mong the most exploitcd layers of the
working clnss; consequently, among the women-workers. Here they will
find inexhaustible storce of devotion, sclflessness nnd rcadiness to

ncrifice.

Down with the bureasucrscy and crreerism!' Open the road 1o the
youth! Turn 1o the womnn-worker! These slogans are cmbloazened on
the banncr of the Fourth Intcrnctional., Under the banner of the
Fourth Internationalt

Sccptics ask: but has the moment for the creation of the
Fourth Internationel yet errived? It is imposcible, they sy, to
crcate an International "artifitially"; it con only arisc out of
great events, etc., etc. All of these objections mercly show that
the sceptics are not good for the building of a new Internatlonal.
They are good for scarcely anything at all,

The Fourth International hes already arisen out of great events
the greatest defeats of the proletariat in history. The cause for
these defeats 18 to be found in the degeneration and perfidy of the
old leadership/ The class struggle docs not tolerate an intorruption.
The Third International, following the Second, is dead for purposes
of revolution. Long live the Fourth Internaticnall

But has the time yet arrived %o proclaim its creation? . , .
the sccptics are not quieted down. he Fourth International, we .ang~-
wer, has no need of being "proclaimed". It exists and it fights.
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Is 1t weak? Yes, ita ranks are not numerous because it is st111 young.
They are as yet chiefly cadres. But thesc cadrcs are pledges for the
future. Outside of thecse cadres therc does not exist a single rovo-
lutionary current on this planvt really meriting the name. If our
Intcrnational bc still weak "in numbers, it is strong in doctring, pro-
gram, tradition, in the incomparable tempering.of its cadres. Who
does not perccive this today, let him in thc meantime stand aside.
Tomorrow it will become more evidont. )

- The Fourth Intcrnational alrbady today, is-des erdely hatecd

" by the Stalinists, Social-dumocrats, bourgeois liberals and fascists,
There is not and therc cannot bc a place for it in any of thc Pecople's
Fronte., It uncompromisingly gives battle to all political groupings
ticd to the apron-strings of the bourgeoisie.” Its task -- thc abo-
lition of capitalism!s domination. Its aim =« gocialism, Its method
-~ the proletarian revolution, o , :

Without inner democracy~~ ‘no revolutianary education. Without
discipline -- no revolutionary action. The inner structure of the
Fourth International- is bascd on the principles of democratic cent-
ralism: full freedom in discu~pion, complete unity in action,

The prescnt crisis in humern culture is thc crisis in the pro-
let vrian leadership. -The advanccd workers, united in the Fourth In-
“terngtional, show their clacs the way of cxit out of the crisis. They
offer e program bascd on international cxperience in the struggle of
the prolctariat and of all thc oppresced of th\ world for ribecration.
They offer a spotless oanner.

. Workers -- men and women -- of all COUﬂuIiCS, place yourseclves
under the banner of the Fourth Intcrnationul. It is thc banner of
your approcching vigtory! . .. R ’ N

—
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